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The War At Home 


An Air of 
Unreality 

By Michael Robinson 

Here in Boulder, Colorado, there's talk of war. 
Somewhere far away, in an arid land by a turquoise sea, 
countless two-legged primates face each other warily, 
with their hands free to operate gargantuan machines 
that will cause massive death to those on the other side 
of a line. 

In this college town where the Great Plains meet the 
Rocky Mountains, thousands of people have mobilized 
to oppose the war. They're marching, preparing for civil 
disobedience, talking of "revolution." They're upset 
and disoriented. As one friend of mine put it, "There's 
an air of unreality. I can't believe this is happening. I 
thought war was obsolete." 

I can understand this reaction. Many of us know 
soldiers stationed in the Gulf. The war, if it comes, will 
be cataclysmic. As Rep. Nancy Pelosi, Democrat of 
California, pointed out, the war will also be an ecological 
catastrophe in the biologically rich waters of the Persian 
Gulf. Given the effect of off road vehicles on the biota 
of the arid Western United States, certainly the thousands 
of tanks in Saudi Arabia are already decimating the plant 
and animal nations there. 

juiiiil u r my suOi ' Hjgsr pe r sonal memories are from 

age nine, when I was living in a suburb of Tel Aviv, in 
Israel. That was 1973, and I can still remember the air 
raid sirens on Yom Kippur, the holiest day in the Jewish 
calendar, as Egyptian and Syrian bombers approached 
the city. They never got there, but the feeling of a 
community under the gun, the memory of grieving 
neighbors who lost their 18-year-old sons, is embedded 
under my skin. 

But there's a greater tragedy going on, and humans 
as a species are the aggressors in this, not the victims. 
That's why I don't feel any more upset than usual about 
the Persian Gulf — it's just another front in a much 
larger war against life on this planet. 

People are already dying for oil. Millions of bird 
people and thousands of otter people, clam people, 
salmon people, kelp people, people whose names and 
attributes I don't even know, died for oil in Prince 
William Sound two years ago. Grizzly bear people in 
Montana are dying for oil, as roads invade their 
homeland. Millions of rainforest people — plants and 
animals (including humans) — will die in Ecuador if 
Conoco blasts exploratory roads into a national park. 
Hundreds of thousands of caribou people are poised to 
die for oil in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). 
And here's something to consider: Not one caribou, 
salmon or kelp ever voted Republican or drove a gas 
guzzling car for a frivolous reason, unlike many of the 
soldiers in the Persian Gulf. 

The war is here, invading our homes. I've seen it in 
Bowen Gulch at 10,500 feet, carved into the side of Bald 
Mountain in the ancient Kalmiopsis, on the cow-burnt 
banks of the San Francisco River in the holy Gila.... The 
war is in Alaska, where warm wolf blood melts the snow 
as a shotgun-rigged plane, loaded with pelts, takes off to 
search out another of the dwindling packs that still 
survive. 

I live in an air of unreality too, but over the years it 
has become real. The dissident communities of our 
country are gearing up to oppose a war, and rightly they 
should. But when the marches are over many will drive 
home. And where will the protesters be when the Senate 
votes to destroy ANWR, when Conoco employees tamp 
down dynamite at the edge of the rainforest, when the 
local BLM office approves a few more cows over the hill? 


By Michael lewis 

ANWR: Just When You Thought It Was 
Safe- 

Just as world peace seemed inevitable a year 
ago, so it seemed with the ArcticNational Wild- 
life Refuge. In the wake of the Exxon Valdez, we 
though we had a breathing space to rally our 
forces for the big push for development in two 
or three years. 

Now the Alaska congressional delegation, 
such as it is, has seized on Bush's War against 
Iraq once again to raise the cry for oil devel- 
opment in ANWR "to keep the United States 
free from dependency on foreign oil." Senators 
Ted Stevens and Frank Murkowski, and "Con- 
gressman for all Alaskans (except most of us)" 
Don Young, have introduced bills into that 
Great National Asylum for the Helpless in 


Washington to open ANWR to oil explora- 
tion and speed up the process of destroying 
the Coastal Plain. 

"The Exxon Valdez is behind us," said 
Bill Van Ness, a lobbyist for the Arctic Slope 
Regional Corp, which could reap billions 
from the opening of the refuge in which it 
owns substantial mineral rights. Exxon has 
spent millions in slick media ads to show 
the world that Prince William Sound has 
emerged unscathed from its dunking in 
North Slope crude. All of course with an eye 
to Washington, and a pat on the back for a 
job well done. 

But all may not be as well in the Capital 
as the oil maggots would hope. Despite war 
rhetoric warning of a threat to "our" oil, 
opposition to opening ANWR has not com 

continued on page 12 
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Subscription is $20 a year 
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Howdy from the 
Big Sky Country... 

As members of the new editorial 
collective of Earth First!, we have 
taken over the task of producing 
this newspaper. At the outset of our 
tenure, we'd like to be clear about 
how we're approaching things. Be- 
cause the we of "we" is ambiguous, 
being constantly changing, we do 
not intend to set forth a philo- 
sophical position, but rather to give 
a sense of the perspective from which 
we'll be working. 

We cannot continue to claim 
that the paper is simply an inde- 
pendent voice within the Earth First ! 
movement; if it were so it would yet 
be a voice so loud that others could 
scarcely be heard. We are commit- 
ted to giving voice to all parts of 
radical environmentalism, as we 
affirm the value of all parts of the 
natural world. Let the soft rolling of 
pebbles be heard beneath the roar of 
the waves. We will attempt to give 
a place for the whole movement to 
speak to and for itself. The paper 
will not be a voice of radical envi- 
ronmentalism; it will be a chorus, 
and not a very disciplined chorus 
either, singing pastorals in one key; 
it wiVx be iiwe a rainforest at dawn* 
like a prairie creek at events 
murvoices rise, mingle, blend where/ 
they will and set each other off by I 
\contrast; alarming, inquiring, cel-' 
ebrating, demanding. Let us be wild. 

lis chorus has a value beyond 
the interesting harmonies it may 
produce. It should help to evaluate 
and hone our strategies for defend- 
ing the wilds. To do this, articles 
need to critique the tactics they 
discuss. We should be beyond the 
point where we need peppy action 
glorifications for morale. It is im- 
portant both to evaluate our work 
and to learn how to criticize and 
take criticism without being hostile 
and defensive. Hence while we will 
not waste space on bickering and 
infighting, we will emphasize 
evaluation. We will hold nothing 
and no one (including ourselves) 
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REVOLUTIONARY LETTER #40 
(for Emmet Grogan) 

if the power of the word is anything, America, your oil fields burning 

your cities in ruins, smouldering, pillaged by children 

your cars broken down, at a standstill, choking the roads 

your citizens standing beside them, bewildered, or choosing 

a packload of objects (what they can carry away) if the 

power of the word lives, America, your power lines down 

Eagle-eyed lines of electric, of telephone, of radio transmission 

toppled and rankling in the fields, setting the hay ablaze 

your newspapers useless, your populace illiterate 

wiping their asses with them, 

IF THE WORD HAS POWER YOU SHALL NOT STAND 
AMERICA, the wilderness is spreading from the parks 
you have fenced it into, already 
desert blows through Las Vegas, the sea licks its chops 
at the oily edges of Los Angeles, 

the camels are breeding, the bears, the elk are increasing 
so are the indians and the very poor 

do you stir in your sleep, America, do you dream of your power 
pastel colored oil tanks from sea to shining sea? 
sleep well, America, we stand by your bedside, 
the word has power, the chant is going up 


-Diane di Prima 


M 




exempt fromt he most ruthless criti- 
cism. /NofhTmTTs sacred, save 



to keep this in mind, and be ready 
and welcoming of the ch ange, even 
if it means o ur end -^ When the 


This paper remains committed 
to the priority of the earth first. We 
will not subjugate or compromise 
our position to accommodate social 
agendas, nor to avoid conflict with 
the tenets of the dominant para- 
digm, such as the sanctity or right of 
private property. Nor will we place 
the earth second to our public im- 
age; it is not the success of something 
named "Earth First!" that matters, it 
is the earth. 

" Whftethe values of the wild are 
at the heart of our project, this pa- 
per will not be primarily about wil- 
derness and biodiversity. It will be 
about defend ing wilderness an 
ibiodiversity. C TKe~~paper win be 
geared toward prompting action to 
save the wilds, and will include 
conservation biology as a means of 
supplying the depth of background 
that makes defense of particular is- 
sues so much stronger. It will have 
discussions of various wilderness 
defense tactics, both legal and ille- 
gal, ranging from outrageous actions 
to the equally important mundane 
daily work of protecting wild things 
It will include other discussions 
relevant to activists, concerning such 
topics as police surveillance and 
harassment, general organizing, and 
low impact living. And it will include 
visions, poetic and prosaic, of ex- 
periences of the wild, our true source 
of livelihood. 

We are working in anticipation 
of a major change in humanity's 
niche, as things cannot long con- 
tinue as they are. We don't know 
what form this change will take , but 
our goal is to preserve as much of 
the diversity of life on the planet as 
we can until then, and work to en- 
sure that what comes next will not 
pose the threat to worldwide life 
that this era has. It seems important 


n 


er lines fail we will stop printing 
the paper. It should no longer be’, 
necessary. Until then, we will do all / 
we can to give this movement a way / 
to make itself stronger, and bring us j 
•towards that rebalancin g. / 

ThTSTrhow-we'Vleii^ 
we work for. Earth First!, of course, 
will be made primarily by its con- 
tributors. We welcome everyone to 
send us material, or failing that, 
themselves. Editorial staff positions 
of one and two issues are available 
for anyone interested in having a 
hand in producing Earth First! 
Longer term positions will be filled 
at the 1991 Round River Rendezvous. 

If you can't bear to abandon your 
local struggles and join us in 
Missoula, send whatever you can. 

As an editorial staff we will try 
to help contributors clarify their 
writings so that the paper will be 
accessible to all and clear and inci- 
sive as well. We are looking for 
articles, poems, notices, artwork, and 
stories that are directly connected 
to the defense of biodiversity and 
wildness. They should be concise, 
informative, self-critical, and vi- 
sionary. We're not really interested 
in self-aggrandizement, personality 
clashes, or in rehashing old 
squabbles, but if you send LOTS of 
accompanying photos or graphics, 
and you send them three weeks be- 
fore publication dates (solstices, 
equinoxes and cross-quarter days), 
we will probably look favorably 
upon even the most inane drivel. If 
you have the good sense not to trust 
our editorial competence or inten- 
tions, please read the description of 
the Blank Wall section at the center 
of the paper. You see, it's really all 
up to you. 

—EARTH FIRST! 

Editorial Collective 
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Earth Firstl is published by a collective 
of voices within the Earth First! movement. 
Entire contents ate copyrighted 1991, but we 
are pleased to allow reprinting if credit is 
given, except for those articles specifically 
copyrighted by the author. Art, photo- 
graphs, and poetry are copyrighted by the 
individual artist and permission to use must 
be received from them. Earth First! is a forum 
for the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
Individual authors and correspondents. The 
contents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or indi- 
vidual Earth Flrst!ers. 

Although we do not accept the author- 
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing 
herein is intended to run us afoul of its 
police power. Repugnant Assholes can Just 

go to hell. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or carefully printed, double spaced, 
and sent with an SASE if return is requested. 
Electronic submissions are even better, ei- 
ther on Macintosh disks or via Econet (send 
to "earthfirst"). Art or photographs (black & 
white prints preferred, color prints or slides 
OK) are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. They will be returned if requested. 
Please include explicit permission to reprint 
slides. Due to our tight budget, no payment 
is offered except for extra copies of the issue. 

ISSN 1047-7195. Earth First! is indexed 
in the Alternative Press Index. 

For subscriptions, merchandise or- 
ders, donations, inquiries, general corre- 
spondence, Letters to the Editor, ar- 
ticles, photos, etc., send to: Earth First!, 
Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 
Phone: 406-728-8114. 

The Editorial Collective for this Issue: 
Billy Bob Bodeen H. 

Carla Neasel 
Gaby Barrett 
Timothy Bechtold 
David Varmint 


Our thanks to Phoenix EF! for helping us 
move the office to Montana, and to 
Wrenchwench for sharing her home with 
us. 


Contributing artists to this issue include: 
R. Cremins, Doug Olson, Claus Sievert, 
Jackie Taylor, Martin Kozlowski, Asante 
Riverwind, Karen Coulter, Jim Stiles, Gila 
Trout, and those whose work came to us 
without their names. 


Printed on recycled paper (65% recycled 
fiber, for now, but we’re still aiming for 
100 %). 


SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a 
: year on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days: November 1, December 21 or 
22 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 or 
22 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 22 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 
21 or 22 (Autumnal Equinox). Deadlines for 
articles, artwork and ads are three weeks 
before the cover date. The newspaper is 
mailed Third Class on the cover date. Sub- 
scriptions cost $20 a year. First Class delivery 
is available for $15 extra a year. Surface 
delivery outside the USA is available for $30; 
airmail delivery overseas is available for $45 
a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should be 
sentto: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806 
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TffclZ PJ3U^.... 


All letters will be printed, unless they are a travesty. We will print a 
representative sample of letters expressing the same views. Contact us if 
you feel your opinion was not expressed. Type or neatly print and double- 
space your letters. Indicate if you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters 
to POB 5176, Missoula MT 59806. The opinions expressed here represent 
only their authors, and are not official positions of the Earth First! journal 
staff or movement. 


Dear SFB 

The letter in the Yule issue of 
the EF! Journal regarding timber sales 
in roadless areas of FremontNational 
Forest presents a unique opportunity 
for concerned citizens. This is ex- 
actly the situation where tree spik- 
ing can have its greatest benefits 
with least risks. 

The Roadless Areas are listed in 
the USFS memo by the Fiscal Year in 
which they are scheduled for cutting. 
People familiar with the region of 
those willing to do a little research, 
can obtain maps of the forest and 
protect those RA's by spiking the 
trees. Ideally, this should occur 
before any roadbuilding of even 
surveying is underway. The spiking 
should be well publicized with no- 
tices (anonymous!) sent to the USFS 
offices, the media (including EF!) 
and prospective timber buyers. The 
presence of spiked trees in timber 
sale areas will reduce their com- 
mercial value and hopefully turn off 
potential bidders. 

By spiking trees many years 
ahead of their scheduled sale a 
number of advantages are realized. 
Little money has been invested in 
surveying, roadbuilding, etc. so the 
authorities have less Incentive to go 
ahead with a timber sale. It's more 
difficult for the Freddies to locate 
spiked trees and without easy road 
access they are less likely to search 
for spikes. Timber buyers have not 
committed resources to the area and 
it may be easier for them simply not 
to bid on a risky proposition. Also 
the chances of you being encoun- 
tered and risking dealing with the 
police state are very slim. 

So, consider a backpacking trip 
into Fremont National Forest this 
year and don't forget to bring along 
the spikes. Be sure to read Ecodefense 
first and take all necessary precau- 
tions. 


Dear EF!J, 

I note with some bewilderment 
that we have been dropped from the 
list of International Groups. Per- 
haps it is due to lack of activity, but 
as you can see from the enclosed 
clippings we have been rather tied 
up lately, or rather locked up (Norco 
Bike Guards to be precise). We do 
apologize for our lack of movement, 
but it took the police some time and 
two sets of bolt cutters to get us off, 
and although we were not arrested 
we were "interviewed" by National 
Security and Intelligence, (Our 


version of the FBI, same suits but 
more polite). 

EF! can expect continued inac- 
tivity on our part in the future. 
Several of us are thinking of taking 
a few weeks off to rest at the local 
detention center and sponge room 
and board off of our Ministry of 
Corrections, flagrantly taking ad- 
vantage of their kind invitation ex- 
tended to us when we met some real 
nice Police Officers on a logging 
road last year. On Jan 21st we are 
going to go drop in on the offices of 
a major EcoFucker Corporation and 
just sort of hang (or rather dangle) 
around. Basically EF! Ottawa is just 
another Middle of the Road Group, 
in fact we are currently training 
people to join a bunch of Indians 
for a Middle Of the Logging Road 
Jamboree and PowWow this spring; 
none of that radical stuff for us. 

20/20 hindsight. In this alleged 
grassroots, non-hierarchical non- 
organization it would have been 
nice if someone, anyone, had con- 
sulted the bulk of the non-member- 
ship prior to taking steps that 
launched us irrevocably onto the 
current course; a reader survey card 
or something to that effect. Too late 
now; best of luck to all and keep on 
doin'.... 

EMBARGOED: The EF!J sent us 
$$$ for James Bay II activities. At 
the request of some of the Cree who 
were very bored with the long nights 
and nothing to do except watch the 
dozers we made a substantial do- 
nation to the local Reading Center. 
Unfortunately one of our number 
sort of screwed up and sent multiple 
copies of a single Ned Ludd publica- 
tion instead of a nice selection of 
Sierra Club books. I'd like to write 
and straighten it out, but the name 
and address has been lost. Oh well, 
hopefully they won't be too disap- 
pointed. 

Earth First!, er...Wild Earth!, 
ah... First Wild?, !Wild First??, Me 
First! Earth Earth &&&, Live First or 
What? Viva Zapata? (estan locos! 
esos environmentalistos) 

—MIKE KAULBARS 


I just about lost it when I saw 
Canyon Frog's disgusting cartoon 
on the back of EF!— who needs this 
outrageous, degrading, divisive, 
sexist (bad - cliched) "art?" Cer- 
tainly EF! does not. Nor do any of 
us. Know there'll be a change with 
you-all doing the newspaper. 

— Nancy 


Keep it up! 

Offensive, snarly, radical poli- 
tics forever. But please, no more 
stereotypical comic portrayals of 
women's bodies — women are not 
all big-breasted long-haired skinny 
creatures. Its a dangerous image us 
American men are wed to. 

— David W., Roxbury, Mass. 

Friends: 

I am confused, disappointed, 
and angry about the disintegration 
of Earth First. Although I have 
worked many years for mainstream 
environmental organizations, Earth 
First! has been the voice of my heart 
and soul. My work — and that of 
many others — has been to press 
within the system for land and eco- 
system protection. Maybe it's been 
a mistake because the whole system 
need changing. Maybe not. 

Working within the system 
means compromise, triage, and in- 
cremental gains in the midst of great 
losses; it is the process of painting 
miniatures when the mural is being 
blasted with buckshot. On a per- 
sonal level working with the system 
tears my guts out because I am mad 
for wild country and see that we are 
not winning. But while EF! was 
there nudging evolution, speaking 
for the whole mural, and advocating 
(as much as anarchy is advocacy) 
the big changes, the work of sand- 
throwers like me -I thought -had the 
value of slowing down destruction. 

Anymore I'm not so sure. Joust- 
ing with bureaucrats, as I do, is a 
worthwhile diversion only if an 
army is mounting outside the castle 
walls. Anybody there? Or did they 
all drink cyanided kool-aid? 

There is a certain dignity to bull 
elk in rut pissing on themselves, on 
each other, and rolling in puddles 
of their own making. But at least 
there seems a point to their actions. 
Its less clear to me why EF! is pissing 
all over itself these days. Is it a New 
Age pastime? Please keep in mind as 
we roll in it that there are more than 
150 proposals moving forward to 
cut trees and build roads in Idaho 
roadless areas in the next 5- 7 years. 
You know better than I what's hap- 
pening elsewhere. 

Now I get an invitation to choose 
between (or choose both) the new, 
improved, bolder-than-bold (but 
sensitive) EF Journal and the new, 
politically unpalatable (but vision- 
ary) Wild Earth Journal. What are 
you guys talking about? Anybody 
there? 

I don't give a damn for the so- 
cial agendas which seem to be the 
basis for distinguishing between the 
journals. Give me something to 
grab onto! I've had enough rhetoric 
and opinion and information; what 
happened to the wisdom? Tell me 
that to ask meekly for Wilderness is 
to beg denial, and offer something 
bold. And, with apologies to 
Thoreau, if you offer castles in the 
air, then let's work on building 
foundations under them. 

Unfortunately, I have become 
cynical, Machiavellian, and brutally 
pragmaticinthepastfewyears. Offer 
me some hope. Tell me how we can 
undermine the status quo. I am 
troubled by the rock star approach 
coming out of Missoula and by the 
slim odds of anything I care about at 
all coming out of Canton. Can 
either of you even see Utah or Idaho 
from there? 

Please spare me the pseudo-in- 
tellectual "ecologists" endlessly 
quoting each other in justification 


of their latest opinion. (May they 
suffocate in their own perfect 
vacuum.) Roll up your sleeves and 
get into the fray. Know what you're 
talking about and invite debate of 
public land issues. 

OK, you asked for my money 
not my advice. Here's 20 bucks for 
each of you. Don't spend it pissing 
on one another. Thank. you for all 
your hard work on behalf of wild 
country in the past. 

All my best, Prince of Spuds 

Dear Earth First! 

I'm waiting to see if the real 
Earth First! is going to stand up. 
What I've seen mostly so far is wil- 
derness first. This reinforces my 
own particular bias but certainly 
does not help me to think clearly. 
The earth is a marvelous metaphor 
for the Whole. If we kept that in 
mind, we would not be in danger of 
splitting off into this or that frag- 
ment first. The presumption of the 
Whole first would have an upgrad- 
ing influence on the entire EF! 
publication which would give us 
more for the trees which must be 
felled for its newsprint. 

Under the wilderness first 
theme, an exasperating amount of 
fuzzy thinking erupts. Take the 
popular notion of misanthropy. 
These are times that require a great 
deal of criticism of humanity, but 
misanthropy goes way beyond self- 
criticism. Can one be genuinely 
anti-human or hate any particular 
form of life and still love life in its 
essence or wholeness? Sages say no, 
and we do well to consider their 
counsel. By selectively hating parts, 
we often fall into the self-indulgent 
tragic hero role, a pose that defeats 
its often noble goals. 

In our refusal to embrace the 
wnoie, to oe true Earth Firstfers, we 
become part of the problem. The 
same finger that points at the 
freddies or loggers should also be 
pointing at ourselves. I'm not sug- 
gesting that we cease our activism 
until we are older and wiser, but it 
would be intelligent at least NOT to 
presume we are acting wisely. Act in 
humility always, not in the arrogant 
assumption that we know what is 
wise. There is a chance that intelli- 
gent action, not energy-dissipating 
reaction, would come out of that. 
Another popular point of view that 
is harmful to the earth is focusing 
on population reduction as the 
ONLY useful form of consumption 
control. In the last Issue of EF!, the 
article "Trillions" suggested that If 
only we would reduce the earth's 
population to ten million, we could 
keep our self-indulgent energy- 
consuming lifestyle. Even if we had 
100% effective, universally-used 
birth control starting now, such re- 
duction in population could not 
happen in our lifetime. To pretend 
that we don't need to cut our con- 
sumption drastically, only to forego 
having children, allows us to live in 
a fantasy world while we pull the 
real world down with us. 

I'm hoping that the new EF! will 
promote thinking about ways to 
live without creating divisions be- 
tween human and everything else. 
This would be a call to a more in- 
tuitive and holistic mode of think- 
ing, since brain thinking is frag- 
mented thinking. But then, that is 
where the real power of the Earth 
First! movement lies — thinking of 
the Whole first. 

—Jim Rich, Hillsboro, Kansas 

more Letters on page 24 
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Times Beach Burner Gets OK 

By Orin Langelle 


Fun Acts on the Shawnee 

by Own Langelle 


Senior US District Judge John 
Nangle, ending 1990 on a forebod- 
ing note, cleared the way for an $80 
million plan to bum dioxin from 
the contaminated ghost town of 
Times Beach, MO, and 27 other sites 
from the state. Environmentalists 
fear that what some say will be the 
world's largest incinerator, which 
authorities say is temporary, will 
become a permanent fixture due to 
its location in the middle of 
America and access of major rail and 
interstate highway systems. 

On November 7th, voters dra- 
matically raised their voices in op- 
position to the incinerator in a non- 
binding referendum.. Despite the 
vote of the citizens, the EPA and the 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources can now proceed to 
award Syntex Agribusiness the 
money it says is needed for the 
construction and operation of the 
incinerator. 

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch re- 
ported last year that a plant in 
Verona, MO, (now taken over by 
Syntex Agribusiness) made Agent 
Orange, a defoliant used by the US 
military to destroy jungle cover and 
crops in Vietnam. Syntax claims 
otherwise, claiming the Verona 
plant produced hexachlorophene, 
a disinfectant. Whatever the truth 
in this matter, dioxin, a toxic sub- 
stance and unwanted byproduct, 
that was produced in that plant 
forced the evacuation of 2300 resi- 
dents of Times Beach when a waste 
oil dealer, Russell Bliss, mixed waste 
oil with dioxin and sprayed the 
contaminated substance on Times 
Beach's unpaved roads to keep dust 
down in the early 1980's. 

If it is not enough to have the 
supposed world's largest incinera- 
tor and the potential dioxin dump 
of America in Missouri, the facts get 


bleaker. The incinerator would be 
built in the floodplain of the 
Meramec Wver. By the time it 
reaches Times Beach the Meramec is 
already polluted with chemical 
runoff by farming and just plain 
civilization itself. The river pro- 
duces drinking water for almost a 
quarter of a million humans before 
it reaches the Mississippi River. 
Since no Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) has been done to 
evaluate the dioxin burner's poten- 
tial effect, no one knows for sure the 
hazards and contaminants it could 
produce in the water and air. 

Enter EF! and the Pink Mucket 
( Lampsilis abrupta), a federally en- 
dangered mussel of the Meramec 
Valley region that has the potential 
to resign from the planet's realm if 
the incinerator is activated, accord- 
ing to a prominent Missouri mala- 
cologist (one who studies mussels), 
who says that mussels are filter 
feeders that cannot tolerate silty 
water that could occur with the 
construction and firing of the incin- 
erator that is scheduled to bum over 
100,000 tons of contaminated soil, 
the residue of which could possible 
end up in the Meramec. At this 
point EFIers are considering filing 
suit against the EPA concerning the 
possibility of the demise of the Pink 
Mucket and eight other threatened 
or endangered species candidates 
that inhabit this diverse habitat. 

With the cry of "Pink Muckets 
Forever" and "If voting could 
change things, they'd make it ille- 
gal," EF! will continue to fight the 
purveyors of destruction with its 
usual no compromise stance. As an 
EF!er summed up the entire Times 
Beach debate, "maybe they should 
send it back to the corporate execu- 
tives who produced it." 


In early December of 1990 For- 
est Service officials announced to 
the press that trees were spiked in 
the Fairview timber sale area of the 
Shawnee NF in southern Illinois. 
Large nails and steel spikes were 
found in dozens of hardwoods in 
the area and the FS speculated that 
the spiking apparently occurred 
several months prior. 

In a related incident FS officials 
said they recovered a couple of 
boards with large nails sticking 
through them that had been buried 
in the main access road at Fairview 
in September. The boards were 
discovered after puncturing tires on 
a FS vehicle and a contractor's 
grader. No one has claimed re- 
sponsibility for the sabotage and 
Earth Firstlers deny any knowledge 
of the spiking. EFIers have always 
maintained the position in the 
Shawnee of neither condemning 
nor condoning acts of 
monkeywrenching. Rene Cook, a 
local EF! organizer, said the act was 
probably committed by an indi- 
vidual acting alone. 

Shawnee NF authorities should 
be getting used to drastic action 
concerning timber sales in one of 
the smallest National Forests. It is 
rumored that locals took out their 
ire on two logging skidders that 
went up in flames a couple of years 
ago, and in November of 1989, the 
Murphysboro District Ranger Sta- 
tion was heavily damaged: win- 
dows were smashed, three fires were 
set, and a FS pickup truck was bro- 
ken into and its seat burned and a 

two-way radio stolen. Despite an 
investigation by the FS and the FBI, 
no one has been arrested in that 
matter although EFIers from as far 
away as St. Louis were questioned. 


Court OKs Tree Slaughter 

On November 28th, the 7th US 
Court of Appeals In Chicago lifted an 
injunction that prohibited logging 
in the Fairview area. EFIers main- 
tained an 80-day blockade this sum- 
mer until the court issued the in- 
junction on September 5th. Tom 
Buchele, of the Chicago law firm 
Jenner and Block, was responsible 
for filing the motion on behalf of the 
local Regional Association of Con- 
cerned Environmentalists (RACE). 
On December 18, Buchele went to 
the US Supreme Court in an effort to 
halt the below cost travesty. 

Clearly the local populace of 
Southern Illinois is against the cut- 
ting, as over 11,000 petitions were 
signed pleading for the survival of 
this ecosystem. Since the judicial 
system refuses to listen to the pleas of 
people, much less the cries of the 
forest and it's inhabitants, EFIers 
have been maintaining a vigil at the 
Murphysboro Ranger Station moni- 
toring the FS and its activities. EFIers 
claim this vigil is necessary because 
armed FS personnel from four states 
allowed a small portion of Fairview 
to be cut last September in defiance 
of a federal law. 

In a humorous note concerning 
the vigil, IL state police have banned 
signs by the protesters that read, 
"Honk if You Love the Shawnee!" 
District Ranger Larry Burkhart com- 
plained that the ensuing horn blasts 
impeded his duties. After EF! com- 
plied with the ban, horn honking 
continued by passers-by. 

Other Sha-wncc Timber Soles Can- 
celled 

Rod Sallee, the rotund Shawnee 
Supervisor who was honored by 
"wanted posters" all over Southern 
Illinois last year, announced the 
withdrawal of the Northwest (the 
largest sale ever planned in the 
Shawnee) and Me Cormick Hill tim- 
ber sales due to opposition by the 
public. It must be stated that EF!'s 
direct-action encampment last sum- 
mer and legal maneuverings by 
RACE made timber buyers leery of 
pursuing further contracts. One tim- 
ber buyer told an EF!er that he 
thought timber harvesting in the 
Shawnee would not be profitable, as 
lawyer and legal fees were mounting 
due to the EF! presence. 

To add credibility to EF!'s 
"Shawnee Summer" Tom Haggerty, 
Shawnee PR man, stated in the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch that, "I think EF! 
by virtue of it's rather direct tactics 
stimulated public discussion among 
people who hadn't spoken loudly 
before about our timber practices." 
To add fuel to EF!'s green fire, the 
Southern Illinoisian endorsed RACE'S 
and EF!'s stance for a moratorium to 
end all logging until further research 
is done. In an editorial they said they 
did not approve of EF! tactics but 
acknowledged that the encamp- 
ment was responsible for .bringing 
the issue to light. The Sierra Club 
then got off it's proverbial ass and 
appealed the Whoopie Cat timber 
sale. A stay was granted. 

Shawnee Defenders Face the Legal 
System 

Although many EFIers were ar- 
rested and face fines or possible jail 
sentencing due to their participation 



Earth First! unfurls a banner aimed at Syntex Agribusiness. The banner was later taken 
down by a local cop who said he was a caretaker for the land. Langelle photo. 
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in defense of wilderness, 
biodiversity and justice, a couple of 
cases stand out for observation. On 
October 5th, Jan Wilder-Thomas, 
Randall Thomas and John Wallace 
appeared in federal court to face 
charges of entering a closed sale 
area. Thomas and Wallace were 
both found guilty and charged a $1 
fine. The judge said he had to fol- 
low the law but that he must also 
serve justice. He then compared the 
FS to a big fat elephant swatting at 
an annoying gnat (EF!) and trying 
to squash it. Wilder-Thomas, on 
the other hand, was also found 
guilty but received stiffer fines. She 
was ordered by the court to pay a 
$150 fine plus court costs, and was 
charged an additional fine of $10 
for littering (not unlike Arlo 
Guthrie and the Alice's Restaurant 
Masacree). Wilder-Thomas home 
schools her three children and the 
judge said he was sending a message 
to others and to her children that 
you just can not go around breaking 
laws without paying for them. 

Another Shawnee defender, 
Steve Taylor, was found guilty of 
blocking a bulldozer and interfering 
with a FS officer during the block- 
ade. Taylor acknowledged his guilt, 
but through the advice of his federal 
public defender, Phil Kavanaugh, 
he plead the necessity defense. 
Kavanaugh argued that Taylor's act 
of civil disobedience was necessary 
to stop what he said was a larger 
crime by the FS, that of violating 
federal regulations governing forest 
management. Kavanaugh con- 
demned the FS for not conducting 
environmental studies to deter- 
mine the effect timber harvesting 
would have on the Inhabitants of 
the bioregion and argued that re- 
moving the trees could also con- 
tribute to global warming. The 
public defender compared Taylor to 
famous lawbreakers in US history 
whose actions have been vindi- 
cated: The Boston Tea Party upris- 
ing, the Underground Railroad, and 
proponents of women's suffrage 
and dvil rights. Eventually, Taylor 
was fined $25 on each count. Al- 
though Kavanaugh was determined 
to take Taylor's case to the Supreme 
Court, Taylor's sentence did not 
include any jail time, which com- 
plicated the appeal and the dedsion 
was made to accept the fines. 

The Game Isn't Up. 

In January of 1991, a spedal 
federal FS agent attempted to ques- 
tion a partidpant in Shawnee Sum- 
mer. The Earth defender in ques- 
tion was asked to show up at the 
campus police station at Southern 
Illinois University in Carbondale. 
Once there he was immediately 
read his Miranda rights, whereupon 
he refused to answer any questions 
without an attorney present. After 
some badgering the spedal agent 
gave up and allowed the "suspect" 
to leave. But the very next day the 
FS agent called the next day to tell 
the Shawnee Summer partidpant 
that If he didn't cooperate, the FS 
would make it very hard on him. 
This was not enough to shake the 
resolve of the person in question. 
Rumors from the FS are that the FS 
desperately wants to get some 
people and make examples out of 
them. 

For updates on the whole 
Shawnee scene, contact Rene Cook 
of Shawnee EF! at RR6, Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966. 618-684- 
4332. 


Allegheny: 

Freddies Up to Their Usual Tricks 


ByCrotalus Homidas 

Odober 22, 1990 

Allegheny Biodiversity!, a radi- 
cal environmental group formed 
out of the wreckage of Three Rivers 
EF!, did their first action, as part of 
the national day of protest against 
the USFS. Three of the group's 
founders, Joe Morrison, Dan 
McArty and Andrew Wiesburd, ar- 
rived at the headquarters of the Al- 
legheny National Forest in Warren, 
PA, for their 8 am appointment 
with the Forest Supervisor, David 
Wright, to find the streets ap- 
proaching the office lined with log- 
hauling trucks and a "welcoming 
party" of more than a hundred 
loggers waiting outside the front 
door. A violent confrontation was 
avoided due to the fact that the 
loggers were told (by elements 
within the FS) to be on the lookout 
for a band of tree-spiking hippies, 
and what with being clean-shaven, 
short of hair and without tools, the 
three were simply able to wade 
through the mob and go inside. 

While on the inside they met 
with the entire management team, 
and registered their objections to 
current management practices, 
which are turning the 510,000 acre 
forest into a heavily-roaded black 
cherry tree farm containing be- 
tween 10,000 and 100,000 oil wells. 
The three presented the manage- 
ment team with a set of alternative 
management guidelines under 
which the forest could be restored 
to its native state, that of a climax 
hemlock, beech and red maple 
northern hardwood forest. 

Getting out of the office proved 
more interesting. The attempt to 
get the environmentalists out the 
back door and into a waiting FS van 
was nearly thwarted as the District 
Ranger, who was about to take the 
three on a tour, fumbled for the keys 
to the truck, the loggers came racing 
around the building, and the FS 
cops, who were supposedly there to 
protect the environmentalists, 
stood on the sidelines videotaping 
them instead, as an increasingly 
hostile verbal exchange ensued be- 
tween the timber beasts and the 
"tree-fags." At last the keys, were 
found, the arrival of the media 
prevented the loggers from reach- 
ing a consensus to overturn the van, 
and the gang of three were off on 
their tour. AB!, having found an 
arrest-free way of shutting down 
logging operations forest-wide for 
at least half a day, is sure to be back 
in Warren for another party, 
though next time Andrew says he's 
going to bring a chainsaw. 

November 20, 1990 

Rager Mountain, lying on Lau- 
rel Ridge just north of Johnstown in 
central PA, represents one of the last 
relatively intact tracts of woodlands 
in central Pennsylvania. For the 
past year and a half the Committee 
to Preserve Rager Mountain and a 
number of PA EFlers have stood in 
the path of Bethlehem Steel, Lyme 
Timber and MB Energy, who have 
joined together in an unholy alli- 
ance that seeks to stripmine the east 
face of Rager Mountain. 

To date, the opposition to this 


project has involved forcing the 
state Department of Environmental 
Resources, Bureau of Mines and 
Reclamation (sic!) to adhere to the 
letter of the law in handling the 
application to strip -the mountain, 
and preparing and submitting a 
counter application to have the 
10,000+ acre east face, including 
the entire Laurel, Red and Wildcat 
Runs watersheds declared unsuit- 
able for stripmining. Since the 
CPRM petition was first filed, it 
must be dealt with before any ac- 
tion can be taken on the application 
to strip the mountain. 

The DER produced a "technical 
study" of the CPRM petition which 
glossed over countless well- 
documelnted factors, any one of 
which ought to be sufficient under 
the law to keep the strip miners off 
the mountain forever. A public 
hearing regarding the CPRM peti- 
tion was held on November 20th, 
and it went as well as can be ex- 
pected considering that the DER 
and stripminers are actively con- 
spiring to defuse public opposition 
to the project and proceed with the 
mining as soon as possible. 

This is an alert to any and all 
who are able to get to PA on fairly 
short notice. We expect that only 
part of the mountain will be de- 
clared unsuitable for strip mining. 
The rest will be put up for grabs, 
permits will be applied for arid 
granted rapidly and piece by piece, 
forcing numerous separate legal ap- 
peals, and the strip miners will try to 
start work as soon as permission is 
given and before appeals are filed, 
and will try to continue work be- 
tween court decisions. We are con- 
fident we can beat them in court, 
and in the process get the DER out 
of the strip mine regulating busi- 
ness once and for all, but we expect 
to have put our bodies on the line to 
keep irreparable harm from being 
done to the mountain, Now Is the 
time to get on the phone tree to be 
informed when the shit hits the fan. 

Opposition to the proposed 
strip mine has not only given the 
mountain and its inhabitants a new 
lease on life (including the endan- 
gered Eastern Woodrat) but has also 
provided the inspiration for the cre- 
ation of numerous groups which 
are now actively opposing strip 
mines, landfills, resorts and other 
atrocities in the region. For more 
info or to sign on, call Mike at 814- 
535-2278, or Joe at 412-531-7705. 

As a final note, 8,100 acres of 
Rager's east face is owned by Lyme 
Timber, who, together with an as- 
sortment of sub-contractors, have 
been mucking up much of the 
mountain in their quest for large 
oaks. They continue to do so, but 
not without some significant oppo- 
sition. In the past year approxi- 
mately $100,000 worth of logging 
equipment has met an untimely 
end on Rager Mountain. Pity, no? 

In between these two dates I 
had the pleasure (?) of attending the 
EF! activists conference in Boulder, 
CO. To editorialize briefly, if you 
want to "drop out" of EF! out of a 
sense of personal loyalty to certain 


former EF!ers, that seems to be a 
perfectly valid reason for doing so. 
If, on the other hand, you want to 
do so because you believe EF! has 
become something that can be 
dominated and led, and that it is 
being led down an anthropocentric 
and compromising path, that EF! 
no longer represents the cutting 
edge and last line of environmental 
defense, then I am afraid that you 
are mistaken, are deceiving your- 
self, or have been deceived. EF! is 
EF!ers, and a recent hard look at a 
cross-section of the movement has 
this activist convinced that reports 
of the death of EF! are premature. 
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Ecotrans - Collective & Individual Action 

By Lisa Henry 

What's neon orange, takes long coffee breaks, shovels gravel from one 
place to another, and mercilessly stops logging trucks on highways and 
backroads across Mendocino County? If you guessed Caltrans — those earth 
raping road crews who have been ravaging the mountains, streams and soil 
of Northern California on a never-ending quest to put a four-lane freeway 
all the way to Oregon — look again. The familiar clenched fist logo on the 
back of the bright orange vest is the giveaway. It's Ecotrans, the EFI/IWW 
sponsored direct action wing of Caltrans, fighting valiantly to keep the trees 
up and the logging equipment down. 

Ecotrans' first mobilization was the day before election day, and we 
managed to shut down all operations for the day at a logging site near 
Willits, where a fellerbuncher was pulling out an amazing million board feet 
of timber per day, 24 hours a day, 6 days a week. The action began at 7am 
as the 23-person Ecotrans crew converged on the logging road and imme- 
diately unpacked shovels, picks, lunch boxes, coffee cups, "loose gravel" 
signs and walkle talkies, and drove a truck full of gravel down to the logging 
road. The Ecotransvestites got busy filling potholes, taking coffee breaks, 
leaning on their shovels or wandering about aimlessly. They worked 
cheerfully but nervously for the first half hour. So far no logging trucks had 
shown up, unusual for a site halfway between a highway and a 
fellerbuncher. 

Finally, five empty trucks drove past on their way to the logging site, but 
stopped in a bunch to talk to each other nearby. I was afraid they were 
planning a little "direct action" on us involving shovels and Ecotransers' 
heads, but we learned from listening to their conversation over a CB just 
what was going on. "Someone" had entered the logging site the night before 
and placed notes on all the equipment, including the 'buncher, warning 
drivers to check all their engine fluids for dubious additives. Although no 
fluids were actually spiked, the logging crews would have to spend the entire 
day draining and replacing engine fluids, so all logging was called off for the 
day. 

The empty logging trucks turned around to go back to the highway, only 
to meet up with the Ecotrans crew in their vests, hardhats and boots, 
industriously filling up potholes with gravel while another group just as 
busily removed all the gravel that had been shoveled into the potholes. 

Another group from Ecotrans went up to the truck drivers and offered 
them coffee and donuts. One curious truck driver asked Anne Marie who 
she was and when she replied, "Ecotrans," he asked why Caltrans wasn't 
there. "They can't — there aren't any more workers at Caltrans, " she replied. 
"Why?" asked the confused trucker. "Because Caltrans found out how to 
make shovels stand up by themselves." The trucker erupted in laughter. 

After conversing in a mob with several of the truckers about the usual 
topics — overcutting, sustainable forestry, corporate greed, saving 
run berwOrker jobs, "eCOteiTorisiir — the trucks were allowed to pass by aii 
Ecotranser who flipped a slightly altered Caltrans sign from "STOP 
dearcutting" to "SLOW the overcut." 

Although this action succeeded in shutting down logging for the day 
with no arrests, and we sure had fun doing it, many of us had bad feelings 
about the tactic of pladng phony notes warning of supposed sabotage on 
logging equipment. This tactic was also used at the Sequoia action during 
Redwood Summer. One member of our Ecotrans crew was a long-time 
logger turned eco-warrior, and he told me about the disposal system for 
engine fluids used by many logging crews. "They Just dump it on the 
ground, put a little dirt over it, and nobody knows the difference." In the 
case of the fellerbuncher this means 250 gallons of diesel and 250 gallons 
of oil — a heavy price for the forest to pay for a one-day shut down. 

The dedsion to place the note on the logging equipment was made by 
one individual, without the knowledge of the Ecotrans demonstrators. This 
person did not take into account the danger in which his actions placed the 
demonstrators. Steve Okerstrom, owner of the logging equipment, is one 
of the meanest gyppo's in the pirhana-stocked backwaters of Mendodno 
County. He has a particular grudge against Earth First! because three of his 
fellerbunchers have mysteriously burned in the woods, albeit with no help 
from us, and because we successfully climbed his prize fellerbuncher at the 
Redwood Region Logging Show last spring. Last summer Okerstrom advised 
his loggers to carry arms against our non-violent demonstrators. We made 
it through this demo okay because of our ability to get along with the 
truckers (the cuteness factor). But Steve Okerstrom's angry appearance at 
our action later in the day sent chills down the spine of those who knows 
what he is capable of doing. 

Of lesser concern, but still worth noting, is the fact that his individual 
action prevented the 23 Ecotransers from being able to block the logging 
operation as they had planned. The sab job didn't shut down operations for 
much longer than the blockade would have. But it deprived the group of 
the satisfaction of doing what they came there to do. 

There are two lessons I would draw from this. One is not to mix 
individual monkeywrenching with group actions unless the group agrees to 
it. The Ecotransers took a calculated risk blocking Okerstrom's logging 
operation, and that risk did not include incurring his wrath for a same-day 
sab job. Take whatever individual risks you want in the woods at night, but 
don't attach your action to an unsuspecting group. 

The second suggestion I would make is to abandon the tactic of false 
notes altogether, or at least use it very rarely. If you are going to stir up a 
hornet's nest like Okerstrom (and there are lots more just like him out there), 
you had better do something effective. It's easy to glory in the short-term 
sense of individual power this type of monkeywrenching may bring. But the 
long-term health of the forest and movement would be better served by 
acting collectively at public actions and thinking strategically in individual 
ones. 


Fellerbuncher Flambeau 


A third $700,000 Okerstrom fellerbuncher — the Pinto of logging 
equipment last seen ripping out baby redwoods near Daughtery Creek — 
went up in flames in December, apparently of its own volition. 

This third mechanical self-immolation will most likely be recorded as an 
"Act of God," as were the last two fire-damaged Okerstrom fellerbunchers, 
proving that God is indeed on our side. 

Asked if He had intervened in human affairs to torch this pricey piece 
of logging equipment, God replied "Of course it was an Act of God. 
Okerstrom isn't insured for equipment damage." 

— Ecotopia Earth First! 



Headwaters Saved! 

The voice of Gaia rang loud and dear at the Board of Forestry drcus in 
Sacramento, CA, on Jan 9th. Two timber Harvest Plans for Headwaters 
Forest, the LAST REDWOOD WILDERNESS, were denied in a hard-fought 
battle which pitted Ecodde, Inc. (Padfic Lumber Co.) against seriously 
wounded Mother Nature. Although Mother Nature could not make It 
personally due to Injuries received from overconstruction of roads and 
buildings, she sent an abundance of messengers to convey her words. In the 
end some of her words even began to trickle out of the mouths of the once- 
zombold Board members, as statements such as "I think the issue is whether 
or not to save the Forest [rather than the Marbled Murrelet or private 
property "rights"]," and "I think we should save it" filled the air. Of course 
it took most of the day tp permeate the corporate loyalty of the downs who 
ran the drcus, espedally after the ill-fated attempt by PL's lawyer to pick 
apart the law until it fit PL's argument for destruction. But once the legal 
spewage was thrown around enough to realize that it was unlikely that a 
valid lawsuit could be filed by PL, the Board dedded once again to deny 
these Plans. 

Although only two Plans that consisted of 600 acres of the 3,000 acre 
grove were denied at the time, it Is highly unlikely that any other plans In 
the grove will be considered for approval because of adverse cumulative 
impacts. In order to avoid the destruction of the Andent Redwood 
Ecosystem, EF! proposed that the Headwaters Wilderness Complex be 
implemented to preserve the biodiversity of this majestic forest. The 
Wilderness Complex is a proposal for a wilderness preserve of the Head- 
waters Forest and surrounding areas extending to the Padfic Ocean, cov- 
ering approximately 90- 100,000 acres ofPL and other land. Since theBoard 
has yet to adopt a conservation approach (ha, ha), the Wilderness Complex 
will not be implemented, according to one Board member. 

What Is most likely to happen is that the state will purchase Headwaters 
with a grant and sell it to an interested conservation group. Of course 
putting the last Redwoods Wilderness in the hands of the government is a 
scary situation because land controlled by our "leaders" has a tendency to 
develop strange components: roads spring out of the soil, fences and picnic 
tables emerge, and parking lots with an overabundance of domesticated 
creatures become plentiful. In other words, Primeval Forests are trans- 
formed into parks. If this occurs, the biodiversity of Headwaters will be 
destroyed. Whether Headwaters becomes a Wilderness area or a park 
depends on the group that purchases it. One thing is for sure, however. 
Headwaters may be safe for now, but the struggle is far from over. Stay 
tuned. 

—Brian Wyatt 



Corporate Fall: We Know Where They Live! 



By Ecotopia Earth First! 


The idea of Corporate Fall was to bring the pro- 
tests right to the posh offices and lavish homes of the 
people who are actually responsible for the slaughter 
of the planet. We would disrupt their habitat just like 
they disrupt the habitat of the marbled murrelet and 
pacific salamander. To quote Utah Phillips — "The 
earth is not dying, it's being killed. And the people 
who are killing it have names and addresses." 

The Corporate Fall campaign began September 1 7 
at a hastily called rally in Ukiah, right after L-P leveled 
Osprey Grove (see Nov. 90 EF! Journal ). Fifty EFiers 
showed up to demand "L-P out of Mendocino 
County!," and to serve notice on the corporados that 
the next time they saw us it would be closer to home. 


EF! COMES TO HOUSTON 

Corporate Fall surfaced next in Houston, Texas, 

September 27, when 150 demonstrators shouting 
"Stumps Suck!" invaded Maxxam's corporate head- 
quarters. The crowd included a 10-foot tall walking 
redwood tree, several strange animals, and people 
carrying huge photos of Hurwitz with the caption 
"Today Trump, Tomorrow Hurwitz." Charles 
Hurwitz himself tried unsuccessfully to get a court 
injunction to stop the demo because Darryl Cherney 
was coming and he might strap a body bomb to 
himself and blow up the Maxxam building. Charlie 

was last seen cowering under his desk with his fingers Hot-Tubbing at Harry's: Oh What Fun! 

in his ears. 


HOT TUBBING AT HARRY'S 

After moonscaping half of Mendocino County, busting the worker's 
union, shipping logs to Mexico, and murdering millworker Fortinado Reyes 
in the Ukiah mill, L-P president Harry Merlo was a prime target for Corporate 
Fall. So on Oct. 15, fifty EFiers and IWW Local #1 members descended on 
Merlo's secret Shangri-La at 3400 Scaggs Spring Rd., just outside Healdsburg. 
When we found only a puppy there to greet us, we couldn't resist ambling 
down the long driveway to see how the rich and infamous live and play. 

Harry's digs were modest,. withJtennis courts, stables, and a private lake. 
Inside the house, stuffed big game were tacked to walls, perched on furniture 
and used as rugs, glaring trophies of Merlo's war against the earth that 
includes animals as well as trees and people. 

When Harry didn't show for lunch, we IWW-EF! luncheon guests made 


ourselves at home, conducting ourselves with impeccable manners and 
good cheer for the 45 minutes it took for a ranch hand to summon the Law. 
Some picnicked on Harry's deck while others sunned themselves in his 
lounge chairs or soaked in his hot tub, singing "I'm just wild about Harry. ..." 
All the while inspirational Earth First! music blared from the world's biggest 
bullhorn, mounted on the roof of a tiny car, in the method used by US Army 
troops to flush out General Noriega from the Vatican Embassy in Panama 
last year. Banners were strung on Harry's gate, road, and hillside listing his 
corporate crimes and declaring "Merlo the Murderer" and "Harry Repent." 
As a more lasting reminder to Merlo, some of our more literate associates 
spray painted "Death to Corporate Greed" in Harry's driveway. 

After at least an hour of such merrymaking a sheriff's helicopter finally 



A Tree's-Eye View of a Fellerbuncher. 


Page 7 Earth First! Feb 2, 1991 



Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness 


Lessons from Mt. Graham 


By Erik Ryberg 




EASTERN WILDERNESS NETWORK 

Greetings Ecological Extremists, 
Wilderness Warriors, Forest Fanat- 
ics, Gaian Guerrillas, Bio-regional 
Radicals, Feral Femynists, Nature 
Ninjas, Subversive Shamans, and 
mainstream reformers, 

On Dec. 7-9, sixty grassroots 
wilderness activists from up and 
down the East, from Canada to 
Florida, from the mountains to the 
sea, gathered together at 
Swarthmore College in Pennsylva- 
nia to discuss the future of 
biocentric activism in the East. 

For too long Eastern Deep 
Ecologists have been isolating 
themselves from each other and 
directing their attention westward 
for guidance. The problems inher- 
ent in this became increasingly ap- 
parent with the rise of factionalism 
within the Earth First! movement. 

As far as we here in the East were 
concerned, we couldn't give a hoot 
as to who got "The Name" (well, 
yeah, we were concerned with what 
we'd do with all our T-shirts, and 
with the fact that there weren't no 
way in hell we were gonna come up 
with a better name than EF!, but for 
the most part...), but we had work 
to do.<Tt"was time for the East to 
unite ancTBecome a major front in 

the Jjppp F.rnlngiral Movpmpntx 
We may not have a great dealoK 
political commonality with the \ 
West Coast, but we do with each 
other, and the question as to 
whether or not we were biocentric 
.never even crossed our minds. J 

The PAW conference in Fenn- 
sylvania was a great success. There 
are an astounding number of cut- 
ting edge activists in the East doing 
some outstanding work. 

Now that many of us have met 
and consolidated ideas, its time for 
us to move forward. Encouraged by 
the results of the PAW conference/ 
round table, I have decided to forgo 
my appointment as co-editor Of the 
New Earth First! Journal and stay 
here in the East, organizing Eastern 
activists full time (in addition to 
holding down a day job, I suppose). 
What I am hoping to establish is a 
network for Eastern Activists so that 
we can keep track of each other, 
keep in contact, share our resources 
and raise bucks. 

In the next month I plan to 
produce the first Preserve Appala- 
chian Wilderness. The newsletter 
will detail the work of Deep Ecolo- 
gists throughout the East and direct 
the public towards groups in their 
area, as well as allowing us to share 
our knowledge with each other. 
The newsletter will give short sum- 
maries of issues and actions and tell 
readers where to go to get more 
involved ( i.e . you) if they choose to 
do so, as well as having some larger 
articles on top priority issues such as 
James Bay, Big Virginia Wilderness, 
Preserving Southern Appalachian 
Ecosystems and the Northern For- 
est Land Studies, as well as an essay 
or two on deep ecology, poems, 
stories, cartoons, directories, Q&A 
columns, legal advice, articles on 
Conservation Biology, and the es- 
tablishment of a PAW resource Li- 
brary. PAW Advisory Committee: 


John Davis, Dave Foreman, Jasper 
Carlton, Ned Mudd, Paul Watson, 
Benjamin White. 

The newsletter and the estab- 
lishment of a central network will 
also aid in raising funds for Eastern 
wilderness projects. 

The American Public has be- 
come increasingly aware of the 
misuse of our nation's wildlands 
over the past few years. People 
throughout the East have a special 
place in their hearts for our re- 
maining wildlands here. The time 
has come to inform them of the 
necessity of preserving what we 
have left and restoring what we 
have lost. The East is the new 
frontier! We will free the wild and 
then spread westward, reclaiming 
the land for its own evolutionary 
integrity! It's time we joined to- 
gether and set the terms of the de- 
bate. 

The PAW network will help us 
contact other activists, lawyers, and 
biologists who can provide assis- 
tance in your work. Its time to 
bridge the gap between conserva- 
tion biologists and activists. No 
more silent voices in the labs and 
universities. No more uninformed 
activists in the streets, trees, logging 
roads, and planning meetings. 

We will also be working with Save 
America's Forests, a no compromise 
lobbying group in Washington DC. 
They will provide us with informa- 
tion about what's going on in DC so 
we can put pressure on our senators 
and congresspeople, and they will 
help out in teaching us how to be 
effective lobbyists in the ugly and 
oppressive bastion of corruption 
and evil known as our capitol. 

The PAW network will establish 
non-profit status in the near future 
and direct overdue funds and re- 
sources to decentralized local 
groups from Canada to Florida and 
out to the shore, as well as keeping 
us in touch with each other and 
disseminating information. 

It doesn't cost anything for activists 
or groups to become members of 
the PAW network (although there 
will be a fee for armchair activists — 
time or money or both, depending 
on what your willing to give). 

It doesn't matter if your group 
chooses to keep the EF! name or not, 
and we will in no way be disavow- 
ing our roots. It's still No Com- 
promise in Defense of Mother 
Earth. Our work will continue to be 
decentralized and grass roots au- 
tonomous. The Network will be a 
ball of arrows pointing outward, 
not inward. 

What I need from you is all the 
information you've got on past 
projects and successes, as well as 
your past and current newsletters, 
contacts, and information on cur- 
rent projects so that they can be 
included in the newsletter (send 
whatever you can on Mac disks if 
possible). Also send any ideas, 
suggestions and reactions AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE! so we can get under- 
way. THE TIME IS NOW! in fact, it 
is long overdue, and I'm sure y'all 
can use the $$ as bad as we can. 

For All Things Wild, 

Buck Young, Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness, 10 BOX 52A, 
Bondville, VT 05340 


Deny it if you must^bu tMt. Graham haslosta tizahie portion of its r elict 
spruce-fir habitat and^EF! opposition to the cutting was in effective!^, An 
Endangered Species, the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel has IosTto telescope 
developers a significant piece of its critical habitat; a forest which has 
survived, barely, since the Pleistocene is now gone; roads have been built, 
foundations laid, articles written, and the end, it seems, is near, 

Arizona's Mt. Graham, for those who don't know it already, is a sky- 
island ecosystem which rises over 10,000 feet above desert feet above desert 
grassland floor and which at its summit, contains botanical species co m-j 
mon to British Columbia and the coast of" Alaska. Its island biogeography 


— or biologicarTso I alloh — maEes lTpaft ic^ t o withstand! 

violent (fl~sruption\ Most agree that the large telescope complex planned fof 
the area constitutes such a disruption, and most of us at AZEF! are deeply 
saddened by the clearing of trees that took place last October amid 
widespread opposition. 

I however maintain that sadness is not the appropriate response either 
to telescope construction or to our failure to halt that con(de)struction. I 
prefer instead a sort of pragmatic, enraged confusion. 

It conf uses me that such a clear and obvious violation of the Endanger ed 
Species Act ever could nrnir^ And it both confuses and disturbs me that after _ 

EF! had done so much, after we tried so many avenues, after we laid bare our 1 ^ 
entire bag of tricks, the cutting still took place. Direct Action received a< 
^-dtebilita tingh low on Mt. Graha m, and this article comes from my belief mat 
weTjeedlo bemorehonest with ourselves in recogn izin g arid confronti ng 
our defeats in order not to repeat them. 1 

Right now the mountain is snowed in, Red Squirrel vs. University of 
Arizona is in court, and it's a good time, I think, to reflect upon this long 
and significant campaign, to c onsider how we can avoid botchin g the next 
rdmlTof usTrlos^Wehds^rmine among them, do not agree that this' 


campaign was a failure; they point t o the 
monum e n tal od ds, the likelihr 
bigger. 


»]>!<■ a iFtTry* 


'energy" of the activists, the 


t year's actions wil l be even 
Perhaps so, but I have to think that they merely go to heroic lengths 
to avoid admitting defeat even as as entire mammalian population is 
extinguished. I have to. dissent and±o..question-if stronger " energy" a nd far®, 
"bigger" demonst rations will ultimately put a stop to this and oth er 
pro je cts. In sTiort, I wonder if employing the strategies of 60s civil rights and 
anti-war protests is the most effective way to procee d. /So, in the interests 
~oFreHection, allow me to offer this account of the last Bays of the spruce-fir 
forest which until October 2 occupied the tip of Mt. Graham, and you may 
draw your own conclusions. 

Sometime toward the end of September the Mount Graham Preserva- 
tion Camp received word that the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals had ruled 
that due to numerous procedural improprieties the entire Mt. Graham 
telescope project needed to be reviewed to determine its legality. The court 
set a December date for the review and ruled that construction on the 
mountain must cease until that review was concluded. We at the Mount 
Graham Preservation Camp quickly demonstrated our agreement with the 
court by getting outrageously drunk and practicing a wide variety of 
unspeakable and unruly acts. 

But on Friday, September 28, after most of us had left the camp, the court 
mysteriously and suddenly reversed its decision prohibiting construction. 

The University of Arizona was thus legally permitted to continue construc- 
tion despite the fact that such construction might irreversibly damage the 
Red Squirrel's critical habitat, a not very subtle violation of Section 
153 6(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act: "Each Federal Agency shall insure 
that any action... is not likely to... result in the destruction or adverse | 


H I 



Page 8 Earth First I February 2, 1991 



Njnodification of habitat [of the species in question]." 

Shortly after this new decision we learned that the U of A would have 
cutting crews on the mountain no later than the next Tuesday, October 2. 
People began to arrive on the mountain, with more alcohol than ever, as was 
proper. 

At the campfire that night, I commenced the lumbering task of working 
through my brain the question o f why the U of A would take th p trnnhlp tn 
haul a cutting crew all the way up Mt. Graham just to hack to death an 
V jl l, 000 year old ecosystem when a few m onths down the road they might 
/ have to"ab andon their entire prolect.XW KyTi pondered, was it so important 
'to cut those trees down now, just as the first snows appeared, instead of 
saving trouble and possibly money by waiting to see if the court ruled in 
their favorT) \ 

It was only after many beers that it finally occurred to me we were not 
dealing with rational people here, we were dealing with a small minority of 
crazed fanatics hell-bent, bound and determined to impose their perverse 
vision of the future on an entire planet. Maybe even on other planets. These 
were radical astronomers, unhinged lunatics who would stop at nothing to 
achieve their criminal ends, freaks who had no mind for costs, no time for 
talk of balance. I jumped to my feet, shouted my revelation for all to hear, 
and other people around the subdued fire quietly nodded to me and said yes, 
this had occurred to them, too. 

With a few heroic exceptions, the Mt. Graham campaign had been 
waged with propaganda, mostly directed at the uninitiated. Fliers were 
handed out to the tourists visiting the mountain, letters to editors were 
written, ingenious and theatrical demonstrations took place at the 
Smithsonian (a backer of the telescope project) and elsewhere. We tried to 
put discourse to work to slay the scopes, and Tucson EF! in particular did a 
brilliant job publicizing the project. But the night of October 1st, the facts 
remained: a big chunk of squirrel habitat was about to become a parking lot. 
Was the problem that not enough people had heard about the issue? Had 
,_we_used the words or something? _ 


.night. I perceived. — “ 

Sure enough, morning revealed plugged culverts, jammed gates, pulled 
survey stakes, and "HABITAT" sprayed in gigantic letters across a section of 
mountain which had been blasted away to accommodate the road ^Two " 
(activists were caught erecting a haphazard medicine wheel atop the I 
1 mountain and were citea toftrespassingr" 

These actions were all dismissed by the University as "juvenile hi jinks." 
At the time, I preferred instead to call the actions "passionate gestures of 
contempt." It was simply too painful to think that we were losing sleep to 
commit the equivalent of hubcap theft in the face of a project which 
threatens a species extinction — but it did cross my mind. 

— That evening I made an illegal visit to the top of the mountain to survey 
it one final time before the workers came to remove its trees. On my way 
to the trail I passed a backhoe with four flat tires. A bit further on the road 
was a hole several feet deep running the entire width of the road. And 
roofing nails — hundreds of them — lay pointing straight into the air. Rebar 
road spikes protruded from puddles. Enormous barricades, one after the 
other, had been erected in the road, the last of which was so big it appeared 
to me to be made of uprooted oak trees, fifteen ton boulders, station wagons, 
pieces of the moon. It was a powerful and glorious thing to see, that jagged 
pile of rubble, a gigantic heap of opposition. 

The events of the following days — the arrests, the work delays — have 
already been documented (EF! Journal, Nov, 1990). But I wonder if this 
sequence of events has properly been pondered, if it has been adequately 
been co nsidered just how pathetic and futile our efforts have begp ^Ttook 
lust trace-ho ars for th e crew t o d ismanU e-and-pass-riT^jyarncadeiriDlker 
jjnd locked activists, and the foresF was reneq soon after.) The eight people 
who were arrested were each convicted and given $700 fines despite 
eloquent and supremely competent representation by a lawyer who volun- 
I te ered his time. T 

These activists faced a court In which the cops lied on the stand, in 
which the prosecuting attorney's closing remarks contained abundant 
inaccuracies regarding defendants' testimony, in which the judge did not 
even bother to pretend she was considering the merits of the case before 
issuing her sentence. 

The convictions wrapped up a chapter — not the last chapter, certainly 
— of the Mt. Graham campaign. Our attempt to preserve the forest atop Mt. 
Graham was a resounding, conclusive, terrifying failure. 

It is despairing to confront the fact that our best and most deliberate, 
committed efforts can become only fruitl pss‘~pxppn^^p._^styrpsy But thp 
prevailingjesixinsc^-which Ts - to relph rafeJ'work slowdowns ^ to predict 
widespread future success based on present failure, to contemplate joyfully 
the "education" our actions give those in power, to congratulate ourselves 
for our courage and the strength of our convictions, I believe that all of these 

are acts of self-decep tion. --- .III, 

— -VVetoSoften, I think, over-dramatize our sacrifices (arrest, for instance), 
and we overestimate the power of "energy" or "spirit" or "truth," or some 
other imaginary entity. To do this is willfully to deceive ourselves, to cloud 
our vision, and possibly to blind ourselves to somelof our options. We need 
finally to recognize that there are already mechanisms in place whichwill 
kee to it that our moral indignation and ngnteous civil disobedience wiff be 
ymno tent. I suggest (and it is a humble, self-conscious, nervous sort^f 
uggestion) that we commit to reflect and to confront in a deep and 
houghtful way where we are and what, precisely, we can do. 


Are There Any Radicals near 
Chicago? 


If "yes," then the earth needs 
YOU! Two of your "neighbors" 
want to create a mega-ski resort in 
prime griz habitat in the South San 
Juans. In the southwest corner of 
Colorado, the East Fork valley is 
slated to be forever changed by the 
"need" for another mammoth ski 
resort. 

Who are the villains in this 
project? Well, of course, the US 
Forest Service. The applicant for the 
permit is East Fork Joint Venture, 
which is owned two-thirds by Dan 
McCarthy and one-third by the 
Balcor Company (a subsidiary of 
Shearson-Lehman Hutton, which is 
a subsidiary of American Express). 

What can you do? USE YOUR 
IMAGINATION! McCarthy is lo- 
cated at 9933 Lawler Avenue in 
Skokie, IL (zip: 60077). His phone is 


708-673-1171. Balcor's headquar- 
ters are located at 4849 Golf Road in 
Skokie (same zip). The president of 
Balcor, Thomas E. Meador, has a 
phone number of 708-676-6929. 

At last report, Balcor is looking 
for a second round of investors to 
help fund the required wildlife 
studies. If you can get a copy of the 
Prospectus, send it to us! Balcor has 
been famous for misstatements and 
lies. 

Another idea: McCarthy 
was recently in court. He had to 
appear in the 1st District Illinois 
Appeals Court on 12/19/89. The 
case is called Jutta B. Stone v. Daniel 
F. McCarthy. Get a copy of the 
judgement. 

Don't feel frustrated in your 
efforts to help if you don't live near 
Chicago. . . perhaps you know some- 
one who does! There's always the 



opportunity to contact any 
Shearson-Lehman Hutton and/or 
American Express office to encour- 
age the corporation to "do the right 
thing": purchase full interest in 
East Fork Joint Venture and begin 
native species restoration in the 
East Fork valley. 

Send news of any "dirt" you dig 
up, any actions you do, any ideas 
that you have, etc, to us. We appre- 
ciate $$$ for the legal defense fund, 
too (the AMEX 17 were arrested 
inside a Colorado American Express 
office building in November... all 
but three still face charges). Write 
us for more info, etc. Be careful out 
there! 

— Colorado EF!, Box 1166, Boulder, 
CO 80306 


Rattlesnake Roundup 

A peculiar ritual has taken root That's not enough to make the me- 
in some Texas towns over the last dia sit up and take notice, 
forty or fifty years, and now it rolls We can shut the rattlesnake 
around every spring along with the roundups down if enough people 

wind and the dust. It's called the come out to Sweetwater next year to 

Rattlesnake Roundup, a kind of protest. Enough protesters will get 

circus where wild rattlesnakes are the kind of publicity needed to 

gassed out of their dens, teased and convince the Texas Parks and 

manhandled, skinned and eaten, Wildlife and Texas Legislature to 

all for the amusement of the paying impose some regulations concern- 

spectator. Rattlesnakes have been in g the collection of these reptiles, 

vilified in Texas folklore for so long I am organizing the third an- 
that rattlesnake abuse has become a nual Rattlesnake Roundup protest 

cherished tradition, ranking per- in Sweetwater and, with your help, 

haps just behind driving a pickup it could be a decisive year for the 

on the list of "Texas Things To Do." future of Diamondback Rattle- 

Nothing beats killing a rattler to snakes, and other animals that live 

make a fellow feel like he's accom- in holes in the ground, here in 

plished something special, and if Texas. I urge everyone to please 

you kill a whole bunch of them at come to Sweetwater on Saturday, 

once, and eat 'em and wear 'em and March 9, 1991, and Sunday too, if 

make money on it too, so much the possible, to help stop this barbaric 

better. Rattlesnakes seem to per- practice. I offer free primitive 

sonify everything in nature that is camping in the hill country south 

frightening and dangerous, yet in of Sweetwater, comaraderie with 

mankind's relentless battle against like-minded people, and a chance 

the wilderness they are an enemy to make a real difference in the way 

well defined and easy to destroy. Texas treats its wildlife resources. 

The rattlesnake roundups are a Please contact me with your plans 

symbol, or a symptom perhaps, of to attend: Bob Sears, Rt. 2 Box 42, 

our deteriorating relationship with Wingate, Texas, 79566 (915) 743- 

the natural world. 2531 

Texas collects the most rattle- Phone calls or letters of protest 
snakes, and Sweetwater is Texas' should be sent to: Texas Parks and 
largest roundup, so the Sweetwater Wildlife, 4200 Smith School Rd., 
roundup is the most logical one to Austin, Texas 787 44 (5 1 2) 389-4800 

try to shut down. In 1989 and 1990, Attn: Catrina Martin, 

about 8 folks showed up to protest. — ROBERT SEARS 
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San Francisco River 

After five days behind bars 
I am back on sacred soil, 
with those pifion-terraced patios 
edging away like wild rice patties 
escaped from some Eastern painting, 
and grown and twisted and engreened. 

Yes, and the little river that cannot make up its mind, 
having none, or perhaps having a body that is all mind... 

I do not know... 

There were those constant lights and vile smells, 
men reeking of civilization. 

There was the paved basketball court, 

with stars caught behind steel, more distant than dreams. 

There were dreams that I choked down like bitter coffee. 

And this morning to be woken by wild turkeys! 

To see a coyote running down the river. 

To know that beyond sight 

the mesas unfold further into this land 

that is deeper than desire, and more satisfying. 

To know that I am alive. 

Swivelling into darkness, 

this river day flowing through late November... 

Cliffs I will not climb, 

and prickly pear that will ripen tomorrow, when I am gone. 
The owl that makes no sound as she passes by... 

To be so tired in the legs and the chest. 

To walk on this shore, one body in this infinite life... 

To live deep in this giant breath, exhaling out the millennia... 
To be here alone, barely noticed, never forgotten. 

—Michael Robinson 


A Call to Action 

Because they own a 1/3 interest in the Development of the East Fork 
of the San Juan River in Colorado; because that ground is sacred; 
because that ground is a roosting site of the pregrine falcon, and a 
proposed site for the reintroduction of the wolf and the grizzly; 
because they held 1 7 environmental educators hostage to a double 
felony charge in the Denver jail, and just because: 

PLEASE CALL AMERICAN EXPRESS 1-800-528-4800 

and talk to them about environmental destruction 

militant unionism 

boycott 

and anything else you see fit. 

I say: what are you gonna breathe, drink, eat when it’s all dollar$? 


Can Jail be Funny? 

By Mike Stabler 

I was one of the five women and twelve men arrested for allegedly 
handing out flyers, talking with employees, etc...! ...at the American 
Express office in south Denver. We wanted the employees to be aware that 
their company was determined to destroy a vital part of the South San Juan 
bioregion by building a mega-ski resort. Felony charges were too good for 
us.... 

One of the first things that happened after our arrest was going through 
a medical screening. My holding cell was right next to the nurse's station, 
so I could faintly hear my fellow alleged felons getting interviewed. I only 
listened during THE DRUG QUESTIONS. They went like this: 

Nurse: "Do you use street drugs?" 

EF.'er: "No." (although one guy did say "No [snicker]") 

Nurse: "Do you use alcohol?" 

"Sure." 

"What type?" . . . (And what did every Earth First!er answer???) 

"Beer!!" 

Nurse: "When was the last time that you used 'Beer'?" 

"Oh. . . I don't know. . .what time is it?" 

They also asked about ou<xeHg^t> Because I wanted good food, I said 
that I was rKosheT HInHih ) It didn't work. The food was horrible, which 
made our protest fast much easier. I haven't fasted before, so maybe you 
can answer a few questions for me. Like, do you have to brush your teeth 
during a fast? And why do they call it a fast when it lasts so longV.l When 
I got out of jail and broke my fast, what do you think I ate?. . .FAST food... it's 
full of empty calories. ..(ba-dump-bump). 

Part of the jail process was getting rid of my smelly old clothes and 
getting a lovely prison ensemble. It was all orange — for felons — with 
darling plastic sandals. I found out that a red outfit is the only more severe 
color — it's for murderers. But when I first asked what the difference was 
between the orange and the red outfits, a witty guard answered "Oh, about 
10 to 20...." "Haw, haw, haw, that's a good one, Boss!!!," I exclaimed. 

While in prison — which the cops refer to as "the housing unit" — part 
of my attitude was to try and do some consciousness-raising among the 
other prisoners. Not only did I talk about Earth First! and radical environ- 
mentalism.... I also brought up feminism. 

For instance, we were watching "Donahue" on TV when a commercial 
came on for "New and Improved All Tern pa-Cheer." I said how stupid the 
commercial was, showing only women with orgasmic expressions washing 
clothes. A guy next to me indignantly said , "Well, I don't wash no clothes! " 
I tugged on his shirt and said "That's because you've got someone here to 
do it for you!" 

When any of the other prisoners found out why we were arrested, the 
conversation usually went like this: "You got arrested for what??!!! Handin' 
out flyersllW That ain't no felony — let me tell you what a felony is..." and 
they proceeded to tell rather interesting stories.... They'd also give advice, 
like, "The next time you get arrested for second-degree burglary, at least 
steal somethin'!" 

Jail is not all laughs, though. The judge pointed this out when he 
accidently said that one of us was charged with "trespass, disorderly 
conduct, and the destruction of a police officer." After the laughs died 
down, he turned to us and strongly stated that he did not mean to reduce 
the seriousness of the matter. 

And it is serious. You say "jail," and you say concrete and locked doors. 
You say "felony," and you say "a long time..." for trying to stop the heart 
from being ripped out of the San Juans. 

Please continue to be supportive! !! Not only do we need it — so does East 
Fork — and so does the Earth. Earth First!. 

Donations can be sent to Colorado EF! POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306. 


...for the ones outside 


By robin Locksley 

The arrest of seventeen activists at the Ameri- 
can Express offices in Denver marks a new rela- 
tionship of our movement with the law. Many of 
these activists were among our most experi- 
enced, comfortable in precarious situations. Yet 
they were all unprepared for the arrests, which 
came without warning and without "due cause." 
Most arrests are probably like that, after all, but it 
is new to the movement as a whole. It takes you 
off guard. 

We have always been prepared for arrest only 
in specific cases, where we deliberately break laws 
and are open and public about it. We have not 
been prepared for the general possibility. Sudden 
arrests often come, when they do, during obvi- 
ously illegal behavior. We have been set up for 
such arrests, and the Arizona 5 are now facing 
charges arising out of FBI entrapment. But as we 
are vulnerable to being set up, so too are we 
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vulnerable to being arrested without cause. This 
is a common experience among serious resis- 
tance groups, and the Amex 17 case shows that 
the authorities do consider us that now, and we 
had best prepare ourselves for the consequences. 

It is important that we understand the 
function of the law and the police. We are told as 
we grow up that the police are there to enforce 
the law. But the police are really more fundamen- 
tal, and the law details only some of their re- 
sponsibilities. The police system enforces both 
the written letter of the law and the "spirit" 
behind it, which we call the dominant paradigm. 
Police are the armed guards of mercantile 
economy and the ideology of power. When they 
protect us from loggers and other adversaries, it is 
only to protect the interests of those in power. 
They have no innate concern for us, and it is both 
foolish and dangerous to expect police protec- 


tion, as activists in the Adirondacks and the 
redwoods should have recently learned. We 
should rather expect their aggression. In deliber- 
ately opposing ourselves to the dominant 
economy and ideology, and announcing it, we 
declare ourselves enemies of the police. By our 
daily lives we violate the spirit of the law, if not 
always its letter, and we should not be surprised 
when we are arrested out of the blue. 

Yet we are. It seems outrageous to us, be- 
cause, even understanding intellectually that the 
basic purpose of law is to justify and secure 
plunder, we still have an ingrained belief in 
justice. Justice in Euro-American culture is all 
about the "equitable" division of wealth (taken 
from the earth) and human rights (over the 
earth); it is the lubricant of the humanist ma- 
chine. It is no contradiction that the Justice 
Department is the branch of the government 

continued on next page 



that wages war most openly (that Is, with guns 
and truncheons, not just economic sanctions) 
on its enemies. It's enemies are those who do 
not live wholly under the yoke of the dominant 
paradigm, subjugating their physical, emo- 
tional and intellectual life to the labor of trans- 
forming the earth into commodity, profit and 
waste. (The intellectual life is the least impor- 
tant and the system will readily tolerate those 
who oppose it intellectually but support it 
physically and emotionally.) Its enemies are all 
those who do not live like whites, and upon 
them it levies the force of its daily violence and 
the oppression of its prisons. 

The arrests in Denver have created in those 
who still believe injustice a sense of outrage, and 
in others of us a shock of horror. The shock 
comes from the rude awakening from our dream 
of justice and from our unpreparedness. The 
horror of prisons, which is their greatest power, 
comes from the recognition that arrest could 
happen to us at any time, as it happens to black 
men, for instance, and that the law will not 
protect us because we have chosen to oppose the 
basic tenets that underlie it, and so put ourselves 
beyond legality: outlaws. 

That we have chosen enmity is remarkable 
among the enemies of the dominant paradigm. 
Most of those we will meet in jail, if we are so 
unfortunate as to fall deeper into the jaws of 
justice than a carefully planned civil disobedi- 
ence holiday, never experienced a sense of 
choosing the "life of crime" that brought them 
there. Yet they are as much political prisoners as 
are we. They are imprisoned for their economic 
choices — theft (gathering) rather than toil, 
prostitution, scams — even if there were no alter- 
natives; for the color of their skin; for their 
failure to resist commodities (drugs and alco- 
hol); or for violence, especially if it is against the 
police or the ruling class. The machinery of 
dominance does not find criminals, it makes 
them, and then it submits them to its violence. 
Some people, a lot of people, are born into this. 
Their is little choice for them, and the little there 
is, by going straight and becoming a dirty shade 
of white, involves great destruction of cultural 
and psychic background. But for most of us 
white activists the choice is still wide open, and 
may be reconsidered in light of our growing 
understanding of what we are in for. 

The weight of that choice is now painfully 
apparent. Many of us made it intellectually, and 
coming out of comfortable backgrounds, with- 
out a sense of what it entails. We are beginning 
to understand that in opposing the dominant 
paradigm we become a target of its power, which 
might be called wrath or hatred were it not so 
dispassionate. The police can, without too 
much effort or justification, arrest us at any time, 
making us criminals and subject to the terrible 
censure of the good citizenry. We may die in 
jails, probably ignominiously rather than glori- 
ously, set up, vilified, maltreated. This is what 
the choice of fundamental resistance to tyranny, 
ecological and otherwise, implies. 

It is understandable then why some people, 
confronted by the spectre of government goons, 
are mitigating their resistance and choosing not 
to oppose the basic paradigm of power but only 
certain phrases of its articulation. This is gener- 
ally acceptable and should not land them in the 
dungeon, at least not for too long. But for others 
of us retreat no longer seems possible; the new 
glimpse of Power and the dangers it holds for us 
only affirm the necessity of opposing it abso- 
lutely, albeit with more caution. But how, how 
can we continue in face of the horror? 

In part, by accepting it. Not condoning or 
affirming it but just acknowledging that it exists. 
Much of the horror comes from unsuccessfully 
struggling to deny that we are almost helplessly 
in the grip of an awful Power. Yet all that that 
Power can ultimately do is kill us. Once we are 
prepared for that then its squeeze is much less 
horrible or disabling; we are even in some sense, 
free of its grasp. Because once we accept the 
worst they can do to us, which is murder (and 
death is their horror, remember, not necessarily 
ours) whether by sudden violence, or, as they 
say, a thousand pinpricks, then anything short 
of it is likewise acceptable and as it loses its 
horror for us it loses its power for them. Because 
their power is not in the actual acts of violence 


by which they abuse those in their prisons; it is in 
the horror of this by which they control everyone 
else. Prisons are not made for prisoners; they are 
made for those of us outside. 

I knew this once. I did something hard and 
was prepared to die for it. When the cops came, 
I chatted with them and laughed and I didn't 
even hate them anymore, because they couldn't 
do anything to me. If I lived then I would live 
through however long in jail, three weeks, six 
months, years, and go on. It would be much 
more than if I died the next day, so it was alright. 
This stunned the cops; I don't think they had ever 
been so powerless, not because they couldn't 
grab me, but because they couldn't make me fear 
or hate them. I was free. 

I am no longer, though now I can move about 
in the world more easily. It is harder to be con- 
stantly prepared for death when it seems so 
unlikely, when life goes daily on. It may require 
constant danger or daily meditation, like monks 
sleeping in their coffins. I have slipped back into 
an assumption that life and liberty belong to me. 
I dread the police car, which I know can take 
either one. And yet I don't quite believe it, don't 
quite really believe that I, me, could die in infamy 
or anonymity in a prison cell, or a weedy lot. I do 
not want to accept these possibilities, which is 
foolish, because I know they are real. So I am 
denying truth, and it wearies and weakens me. 

For us to go on strongly, in the face of the 
force of oppression that can be leveled against us, 
we will have to give up two possessions that have 
encumbered us and hampered our ability to fight 
the machine. These are life and liberty, we have 
to give them up as possessions, in recognition 
that they may be taken violently from us at any 
time. We can continue to travel with them as 
companions, companions we will fight to de- 
fend, but ones with whom we know we will part. 
We can thus allay the fear and horror of dispos- 
session by which we are controlled, and our 
hands will be free to do the work they need to. It 
is likely our companions will stay with us just as 
long as they would have had they been posses- 
sions. 


Why is it so hard to do this, why is it so hard 
to accept what we know and understand to be the 
way of the world? When I hear of some new 
environmental outrage I often say, "No, no really 
now," but I should hardly be surprised. Perhaps 
there is a fear that in recognizing and acknowl- 
edging what is going on we legitimize it (an idea 
we may learn from international politics). This 
only leads to the rather confused (and hence less 
powerful) tactic of opposing something that we 
don't admit is happening. So we don't really 
believe we can stop it (say, the permanent de- 
struction of the redwoods, or the cutting of one 
Doug-fir grove) but can afterwards claim success 
for our work because we never quite articulate 
what was going on and so never admit how much 
we are losing. 

I think that all our tactics and campaigns are 
useless unless we admit what's going on and 
connect them to it. What is going on is the 
systematic and irrevocable destruction of life, of 
the real world we live in and all we know, by the 
ideology and machinery which somehow hate it 
as their basic principal, and which are frantically 
set on its absolute destruction and are accelerat- 
ing it 35 fast as they can. Environmental de- 
struction necessitates the destruction or suppres- 
sion of cultures — pools of life — that value 
anything besides limitless growth and human 
advance or that cannot keep up with their re- 
sponsibility to consume ever more. Those we 
meet in prison are there for their failure, as we are 
for ours, to follow the rules of the game, which is 
the law. The paradigm of dominance is not 
merciful. It is now sending thousands of people 
to their deaths, as it does routinely, to protect 
resource depletion economy and adjust the bal- 
ance of power among oppressors. So long as we 
continue to absolutely oppose the civilization of 
destruction we will be subject to its vengeance. If 
we accept this, understanding that our deaths are 
only what we are in fact working towards, and at 
the same time staying careful enough to keep 
going for a while, then we may yet be able to 
defeat it and give life a chance to continue. But 
it's going to be hard. 


REVOLUTIONARY LETTER #49 

Free the Arizona 5 
Free Katya Komisaruk 
Free seven million starving in Pakistan 
Free all political prisoners 
Free Leonard Peltier 
Free Soledad brothers 
Free Martin Sobel 
Free Sacco and Vanzetti 
Free Big Bill Haywood 
Free Sitting Bull 
Free Crazy Horse 
Free all political prisoners 
Free Billy the Kid 
Free Jesse James 
Free all political prisoners 
Free Nathan Hale 
Free Joan of Arc 

Free Galileo & Bruno & Eckhart 
Free Jesus Christ 
Free Socrates 

Free all political prisoners 
Free all political prisoners 
All prisoners are political prisoners 
Every pot smoker a political prisoner 
Every holdup man a political prisoner 
Every forger a political prisoner 

Every angry kid who smashed a window a political prisoner 

Every whore, pimp, murderer, a political prisoner 

Every pederast, dealer, drunk driver, burglar 

poacher, striker, strike breaker, rapist 

Polar Bear at San Francisco zoo, political prisoner 

Ancient wise turtle at Detroit Aquarium, political prisoner 

Flamingoes dying in Phoenix tourist park, political prisoners 

Otters in Tucson Desert Museum, political prisoners 

Elk in Wyoming grazing behind barbed wire, political prisoners 

Prairie dogs poisoned in New Mexico, war casualties 

(Mass grave of Wyoming gold eagles, a battlefield) 

Every kid in school a political prisoner 
Every lawyer in his cubicle a political prisoner 
Every doctor brainwashed by AMA a political prisoner 


Every housewife a political prisoner 
Every teacher lying thru sad teeth a political prisoner 
Every indian on reservation a political prisoner 
Every black man a political prisoner 
Every faggot hiding in bar a political prisoner 
Every junkie shooting up in john a political prisoner 
Every woman a political prisoner 
Every woman a political prisoner 
You are political prisoner locked in tense body 
You are political prisoner locked in stiff mind 
You are political prisoner locked to your parents 
You are political prisoner locked to your past 

Free yourself 
Free yourself 

I am political prisoner locked in anger habit 
I am political prisoner locked in greed habit 
I am political prisoner locked in fear habit 
I am political prisoner locked in dull senses 
I am political prisoner locked in numb flesh 

Free me 
Free me 
Help to free me 
Free yourself 
Help to free me 
Free yourself 
Help to free me 
Free Jesse Helms 
Help to free me 
Free President Bush 
Free Manuel Lujan 
Free them 
Free yourself 
Free them 
Free yourself 
Free yourself 
Free them 
Free yourself 
Help to free me 
Free us 
DANCE 


adapted with permission from Diane di Prima's Revolutionary Letters 
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Martin Koziowski 


The Bright Side of War 


By Cabeza De Vaca 

Cynics, yeah. "Repugnant 
motherfuckers," maybe. So we're 
not suprised the US wants to wag its 
big weenie all over Iraq, bomb some 
stuff, generally wreak death and 
destruction. We know oil's been 
used as a strategic weapon for a 
long, long time... (detrivores, that's 
what we are! Sucking out the soul of 
dead things...) 

Okay, so we're not all that 
suprised to hear that oil fields, 
torched and burning out of control, 
may cause global cooling, small- 
scale (?) nukeyalar winters, a 
shredded ozone, and acid rain from 
the carbon dioxide, smoke and 
toxins released. 

But goddamnit, we're still 
shocked. Shaken right down to our 
bones, lying bleached in the tracks 
Gen. McArthur left in the Mojave. 
O.k., so these oil wells go kapoof all 
at once and no one can figure out 
how to put them out for a while... 
what else? 

Waaaal, you got this real fragile 
desert ecosystem all fucked up from 
half a million people scattering their 
sewage and solid waste hither and 
thither (a minimum of 10- 1 2 million 
gallons of sewage a day, they say). 
Not to mention all them twenty- 
two-ton tankers toolin around, 
pulverizing annual and perennial 
plants vital to desert regeneration — 
even dormant annual seeds are likely 
to be pounded to death or else buried 
so deep they can't germinate when 
the rare desert rains arrive. Oh, and 
guess what? Well, these atmospheric 
science nerds studying the African 
Sahel and deserts in Rasjasthan, 
India have discovered that a com- 
bination of vegetation removal, 
surface disturbance and increased 
dust concentration in the atmo- 
sphere can disrupt the rainfall cycle 
and can tip the balance into — you 
guessed it — irreversible decline. 

The deserts of north and north- 
eastern Saudi Arabia — already much 


abused and degraded, according to 
one Saudi wildlife specialist — sus- 
tain a population of small mam- 
mals, including jackals, hares and 
sand cats, insects, reptiles and birds 
(Large mammals such as oryx and 
gazelles were hunted out years ago.). 
So much for them. 

But along the Tigris River there's 
all these chemical warfare produc- 
tion plants, which of course emp- 
ties into the Persian gulf. If any of 
the storage bunkers are hit, the 
fallout will kill just about every liv- 
ing thing in its path. We coulda 
guessed that. But did you know that 
there's a large network of marshes 
and wetlands at the rivermouth that 
are "absolutely crucial" to the in- 
ternational migration of birds be- 
tween Africa and Europe? Yep, one 
to two million birds, representing 
125 species, winter in the gulf, and 
another 1 13 species pass through it. 
Not to mention green turtles who 
nest primarily on the gulf's islands, 
dugongs (manatee-like mammals) 
who use the gulf as their extreme 
western range, and gobs of other 
species we know nothing about. 

You know, the gulf is already 
incredibly stressed — it contains 
more oil than any other body of 
water in the world, they say. So 
chemicals released from the warfare 
production plants into the gulf will, 
they say, wipe out large populations 
of all these animals and others 
throughout the hemisphere. 

Aaaaaarghhhhhhh! had 
enough? Well hold on buckaroos, 
there's more! Once all those wells 
and tankers and pipelines and shit 
are blown up, we get mo' massive 
die-offs. Joni Seagher of the Villiage 
Voice sez: the gulf is a shallow, 
virtually enclosed sea, wi th very slow 
circulation and water replacement 
rates. Prince William Sound has a 
flush-out cycle of approximately 28 
days; the Persian gulf has a flush- 
out cycle more in the vicinity of 200 
YEARS! How's that for graphic? 


Alaska 

National 

Wildlife 

Refuge 

continued from page 1 

pletely rolled over dead. The House 
Interior and Insular Affairs Com- 
mittee and the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee, 
where new ANWR development 
bills will first appear, have changed 
since Exxon's boo-boo. More 
Democrats have been added to both 
panels, most of whom are on record 
as opposing drilling in the refuge or 
have backgrounds that suggest they 
will not support such activity. 

"I'm not happy with the committee 
changes," said Senator Murkowski, 
bringing smiles to Alaska's envi- 
ronmentalists. 

Meanwhile in Alaska, concern 
is rising over anew threat to ANWR 
arid the Arctic Coastal Plain: too 
much interest. Over the last two 
seasons, concerned environmental- 
ists in rubber rafts have outnum- 

Seein' Green 



More Dead Otters... 

The preliminary results of the 
US Fish and Wildlife study on otters 
rehabilitated after the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill are in. So far, 23 of the 45 sea 
otters implanted with radio trans- 
mitters following the Exxon Valdez 
oil spill have died. In all, over 1,000 
otters were found dead after the oil 
spill and 357 were captured alive. 
132 of the 357 died during treat- 
ment, 197 were released to the wild, 
and 28 were placed in aquariums 
such as Sea World in California. 

In the controversial program, 
surviving sea otters were surgically 
implanted with radio transmitters 
to track their movements over the 
winter following the oil spill. The 
results bring increasing controversy 
to the practice of surgical interven- 
tion in animals already stressed by 
exposure to toxic crude oil, and the 
subsequent handling and cleaning 
procedures. 

The sea otters of Prince William 
Sound have suffered enough from 
the effects of the oil spill. Every- 
thing possible needs to be done to 
study the effects with minimal im- 
pacts to the wildlife which bear the 
burden of recovering and surviving 
in the aftermath of human greed. 
— Alaska Wildlife Alliance, Dec. '90 


bered oil executives in their jet heli- 
copters visiting ANWR for a look at 
wilderness threatened with oil ex- 
ploration. 

The tundra of the far north is an 
exceedingly delicate ecosystem. 
Traces of man's presence last for 
decades, if not hundreds of years. 
Even the light footed environmen- 
tally aware have an impact on this 
country as they seek to save its 
pristine beauty. 

It may be necessary to declare 
ANWR a no-technology zone, or 
even a no-non-Native zone in order 
to preserve its wilderness qualities. 
ANWR just may test our resolve to 
let the wilderness exist for its own 
right, whether or not we have the 
opportunity to experience physi- 
cally its unique beauty. 


by 'FkltfKoWSKJ 



WAR? THANK GOD! NOW PERHAPS WE CAN GET &ACK 

TO BU6INE6S/ 
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Kills 


...Loons, Eiders, Cormorants, Sea Lions, 
Murrelets. Deer. Mink. Scoters... 


The US Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice, in pursuit of the federal 
government's claim against Exxon 
Corp., has been killing seabirds, 
dunking them in oil, throwing 
them out to sea, and then radio- 
tracking them to see where they 
end up. This "study" is supposed to 
help the- government develop a 
formula for determining how many 
individual animals died but weren't 
recovered as a result of The Big Spill 
in March 1989. Federal agencies 
paid private consultants $600,000 
to "collect" over 350 seabirds, in- 
cluding murres, scoters, auklets, 
cormorants, ancient murrelets and 
common eiders. 

The Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game is conducting two stud- 
ies of its own: one to determine 
long-term effects of oil ingestion by 
wildlife, and another to determine 
hazards to people who might eat 
wildlife from the spill area. Since 
the Exxon Valdez spill, the state has 
so far killed 219 sea ducks, three 
mink, four river otters, 17 stellar sea 
lions (now listed as threatened 
under the ESA) 28 harbor seals, and 
32 Sitka black-tailed deer for these 


tests. They are prepared to "make 
further collections" if more infor- 
mation is needed. 

Officials with both the federal 
and state agencies have been busy 
assuring the public that these 
studies are necessary for damage 
assessment in building their case 
against Exxon (!!!!!!!). Of course, we 
can't know the results of these 
studies as information regarding 
the case is being kept secret until 
trial. All we are told is that this time 
the dead and oiled wildlife is OK 
because it guvmint bizness, it's been 
approved by multiple departments 
and agencies, and besides, Exxon 
will pay. 

So what about the thousands of 
dead birds and animals in the 
government's deep freeze? The ar- 
gument against using Exxon-dead 
birds and animals is that they are, 
well, too dead. The frozen evidence 
has lost its buoyancy, making it 
impossible to track and find, and / 
or the tissue has decomposed too 
much to be of use. 

—KIM BEHRENS, Alaska Wildlife 
Alliance Newsletter, Oct.-Dec. 90. 



Swedish protestors stopping trucks. The banner says, "long- 
distance freight should go by train" (more or less). 


Earth First! Challenges Interstate System 


The cumulative impacts of the 
entire US Interstate System on natu- 
ral diversity has never been ad- 
equately analyzed. A separate 
piecemeal environmental impact 
statement is usually prepared for 
each new section of the system. 
Rarely has there been any follow-up 
to determine the real Impact of 
roadways and associated develop- 
ment activities on natural diversity. 

To solve this problem the Earth 
First! Biodiversity Task Force has 
petitioned the US Dept, of Trans- 


portation to prepare a comprehen- 
sive EIS to address the impact of the 
entire Interstate Highway System 
on all candidate and listed Threat- 
ened and Endangered species and 
their ecosystems. The EIS process 
must also include actions to prevent 
continuing or future harm, killing 
or harassment of these species, pur- 
suant to the provisions of the En- 
dangered Species Act. Cumulative 
impacts must be addressed as well. 
This one will probably end up in 
court. Stay tuned ecodefenders! 


, 

Die, Cars, Die! You Have No Future! 

*p * 


In Switzerland, pollution from 
cars led to the first resistance in the 
late seventies. People blocked 
streets and demanded a reduction 
in car traffic. Since then there have 
been protest demonstrations 
against cars in most cities. On the 
political level there have been at- 
tempts to ban the dirtiest cars, in- 
troduce catalyzers, close certain 
streets, reduce maximum speed, 
and to improve public transporta- 
tion. But it is not enough. 

Attacking the car has opened 
many possibilities for struggle, both 
individual and collective. In 
Zurich, groups calling themselves 
Rust or Basta slash tires, smash 
windshields, scratch car bodies, and 
firebomb car showrooms. Almost 
every week such incidents of sabo- 
tage are reported.. Stickers showing 
a burning car and the slogan "Cars 
have no future" have appeared. 
Cars are burnt at demonstrations, 
not only to use them as barricades, 
but because they're cars. In 1988, 
there were demonstrations in many 
cities when smog situations became 
particularly serious. In Geneva, 
squads of angry demonstrators 
pulled car drivers out of their ve- 
hicles, gave them bus tickets and led 
them away. Does "habeas corpus" 
apply to people circulating in "ci- 
vilian" armored vehicles or much 
more to those who have to live near 
busy streets? Whose freedom is 
more important? 

The increasing refusal of cars 
has caused a unique phenomenon 
in the political sphere of Switzer- 
land: for three years there has been 
a Swiss Car Party defending car traf- 


fic. This party has one seat in the 
national parliament and gets from 
5-10% of the vote in cities and can- 
tons (states). It's one of the most 
successful parties of the last few 
years, only matched by the Greens 
who get a few per cent more. Actu- 
ally, there is a symmetry between 
the gains of the car party and those 


of the Greens. The program of the 
car party is right wing, its rhetoric 
fascist. Its president, Dreher, even 
proposed — jokingly(!) — to put all 
car haters against a wall and ma- 
chine gun them. On other occa- 
sions, he proposed using flame 
throwers. The traditional right 
wing parties are a bit embarrassed, 



Pedal 


Power 


By Unleashed 

The day the bombs began to fall 
on Iraq, protesters took to the 
streets, stopping traffic and imped- 
ing business-as-usual. Some pro- 
testors were fueled by simple out- 
rage, by the desire to manifest op- 
position in any way at all. Many 
protesters, however, were in the 
street specifically to link the war 
directly to biodiversity's old nem- 
esis: oil consumption. 

The war in the Pefsian Gulf 
brings into focus the connection 
between imperialism, militarism, 
ecocide, and the prevailing Ameri- 
can way of life. "This is a life-style 
war — kill your car" a banner pro- 
claimed. In this light, driving be- 
comes an act of aggression. And if 
driving is aggression, then walking 
and bicycling becomes subversive 
activism. The Pedal for Peace move- 


ment is a living expression of this, 
arising simultaneously in commu- 
nities across the US. Riders' bikes 
and backs display such messages as, 
"boycott oil," "pedal power," "get a 
clue — get a bike," "oil addiction 
kills ail life," and the ubiquitous 
"No Blood for Oil." 

Hard-core activists are in it for 
more than just a ride. Jenny Jones 
of Portland says, "When you drive a 
car you're sending someone to die 
just so you can stay lubed and 
gassed up." Conrad Mellish, ag- 
gressive bike and punk-rocker from 
St. Cloud, Minnesota, echoed 
Jones' sentiments, "War, ecological 
destruction, industrialism and oil 
addiction, that's part of the syn- 
drome called 'old world disorder.' 
The true new world order arrives on 
a bike." 


mainly because the car party has led 
to a radicalization of the Right. The 
Right is also embarrassed because 
the car party reveals many secrets of 
the capitalist organization of life: 
that cars mean "freedom" (so much 
for this), that cars are "fascist" (and 
so can rightfully be attacked by any 
democrat without bad conscience), 
and that without the car the system 
must collapse (a good hint for us). 

Since the car has become a po- 
litical item in Switzerland, you can't 
just park it, drive it, or wash it any 
more as before. You are politically 
active in doing so. The car is an 
ideal enemy: it's everywhere, quite 
vulnerable, and visible. Individuals 
can contribute too the struggle on 
moonless nights, neighborhoods 
can block streets and get rid of 
planned (or actual) parking lots. 
The car is a big organizer against the 
system. No cars also mean: we want 
to put together the different aspects 
of life again. We don't want to self- 
deport ourselves twice or more per 
day to those places capitalist plan- 
ners have assigned us to cars and 
computers, which are forms of self- 
isolation in the field of communica- 
tions, are the vulnerable links, 
hinges, and connections of the 
parts of the system. In this func- 
tion, these two technologies of op- 
pression are destructive — be they 
less polluting than today and yield- 
ing 100 miles per gallon (as a French 
prototype does). —Cars and com- 
puters simply don't bring us to- 
gether. 

From: Midnight Notes. 
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Sab the Bastards! 

By Skwatter Rot 

"BWAAAPPP!!!" The airhom Then why the hell do we do it? 
blast filled Jackass Canyon for 30 Because, despite the tragedy and the 
seconds, bouncing noisily off the intensity, we have a helluva lot of 
ridges, before dying in the flat. Two fun. The hunt sab community that 
out of shape California Department has evolved over the past four years 
of Fish & Game (CDFG) wardens has only grown closer and stronger, 
protecting the hunter, got out of We're a mismash of political agen- 
their trucks, in a surprise move, and das, environmental concerns, and 
gave chase to the two saboteurs for social backgrounds, yet everyone is 
one half an hour before turning comfortable working together. Our 
back out of breath. Meanwhile, a most important strength is the abil- 
lifeless, barely legal (3/4 horn curl ity to work effectively under stress, 
being legal) desert bighorn ram was Going into the field day after day on 
dragged through the dust by a butt- five hours of sleep would not be 
ugly, scum trophy hunter, the possible without good folks, good 
blood of a sloppy, two shot kill cooks, and god jokes. We've never 
staining the desert floor. claimed to be perfect, and we've 

HUNT SABOTAGE sure got our problems, but we're 

Our motto is "Sab the bastards!" only getting better at working them 

and the basic premise is to sabotage out. 

and prevent a hunter's kill with a Hell, we're proud of our dose- 
variety of tactics, evade capture, knit community and if sometimes 
and make it back to camp to enjoy a our enthusiasm over it rubs people 
beer, a great dinner, and do it all the wrong way, too bad. Many of us 
over again the next day. believe (and what keeps many of us 

Hunt sabotage is pure back coming back year after year) that 
country action; grueling, frustrat- any real change affected on this 
ing, and empowering all at once. planet is gonna come through com- 

We don't spend long hours joking munity building (either that or 
with the press. We don't march in mass suidde). 
drdes with picket signs. Our action We also do it because it's train- 

is for the animals and their habitat. ing. Hunt sabotage is sustained, 
It's very simple. hardcore, back-country anarchist 

Since the California-based boot camp. Saboteurs hike in the 
Hunt Saboteurs approached its first dark, pre-dawn hours to cover large 
hunt sab four years ago in the areas of rugged terrain, not to return 

Mojave Desert, it has evolved into a till after the sun has set. The goal is 

highly competitive turf war that is a to find hunters without detection, 

metaphor for the battle to protect follow them, and sabotage a kill by 
the Earth. In the field, we are our presence or by blowing 

outgunned, out-vehicled, out-fi- airhorns. With each year, we have 

nanced, and out and out harassed become better at tracking, evasion, 
by state and federal agencies, and by escape, and intimidation. The 

the hunters themselves. We're con- wardens and rangers themselves 

tinually assaulted, shot at, impris- admit we know the hunt areas bet- 
oned, detained, chased, and flipped ter than they do. 
off. The animals we protect, more And if those reasons aren't good 

often than not, die at the hands of a enough, we do it because of the 

human with a high powered rifle - a intimate relationship we have with 
most unnatural predator. the animals & area being protected. 



BIGHORN SHEEP HUNT 

The scene of the slaughter is the 
Old Dad Mtn., Kelso Peak, and 
Marble Mtn. ranges of the eastern 
Mojave Desert in southeastern Cali- 
fornia. The area is named for the 
Mojave Yucca (Yucca schidigera), 
an elevation-particular plant dot- 
ting the landscape with its stiff, 
spiked leaves that are a danger to all. 
The desert floor is home to Joshua 
Trees cholla, prickly pear, cat's claw, 
and a variety of other flora. The 
curious kangaroo rat often invaded 


lectured, questioned, followed, 
warned, and ticketed (for raptor 
feather possession) by space aliens 
from Planet Badge. One saboteur 
was trapped by undercover BLM 
special agents and permanently 
ejected from the hunt area without 
being charged with a crime as he 
was attempting to pursue hunters 
that had a lengthy head start. That 
same day, the hunt area was de- 
clared a crime scene for a couple of 
hours and closed off to all because 
of the attempted sab described at 
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our camp at night in search of mor- this article's beginning, while the 
sels of food. Jackrabbits to eagles, real victim of the crime was carved 
tarantulas to burros, all reside in the up for a \yall mount by state biolo- 
Mojave in addition to the Nelson gists. 

desert bighorn sheep. This year was our most effective 

The Nelson bighorn, the small- sabbing in the field as saboteurs 
est of the bighorns, now numbers found and followed hunters every 

370 across the southwest and the day. During the first week of 

hunt area is home to approximately hunting only two bighorns died 

300. Fully protected except for two (one of them, happily, was a 

weeks in December, the bighorns predator kill) despite numerous 

inhabit the high ridges jutting from sabber vehicle problems and diffi- 
the desert floor. cuities in locating one Marbie Mtn. 

The hunt was initiated four hunter. The hunt ended the second 

years ago under the guise of over- weekend as the last yahoos made 

population, but, in reality, the high their kills, some personally escorted 

concentration of bighorn are the by wildlife cops. We'll be back again 

fault of mismanagement, a scarcity next year, 

of mountain lions, and artificial TULE ELK HUNT 

water guzzlers (which act as wildlife For the past two years in late 
magnets and offer popular places to October, Hunt Saboteurs have oc- 
hunt). cupied Wilson Valley, home to a 

The main force behind the couple of hundred tule elk, once the 

management of overpopulation is primary ungulate species of Cali- 

the Society for the Destruction of fornia. Pre-gold rush populations 

Bighorn Sheep and a compliant topped 500,000 as the elk occupied 

Bureau of Land Management. The the rich grazing lands and marshes 

Society is primarily responsible for of northern and central California 

setting up the guzzlers and giving before being wiped out in a 

the area the feel of a game preserve. slaughter reminiscent of that of the 

In addition, they provide guides for bison. Reduced to one breeding 

hunters. This form of population pair in the late 1800s, they were 

control has had a tremendous effect protected until 1989. The 2700 elk 

on the elder population. We've left are all cousins and perhaps the 

watched the number of hunting saddest result of tule elk hunts is the 

tags drop from nine to five as the elimination of the healthiest ani- 

population of mature sheep has mals. After starting it as a trophy 

nose-dived under the dual pressures hunt, the CDFG quickly patched its 

of some natural mountain lion propaganda and made it a meat 

predation along with the unnatural 
trophy kills. 

Besides population control, an- 
other so-called reason for the hunt 
is fund raising. The first tag is auc- 
tioned off - this year the low life paid 
$39,000. The first year it went for 
$76,000. Every penny of that and 
more has gone into mismanage- 
ment and law enforcement. The 
hunt is absolutely unnecessary and 
heavily impacts a fragile habitat al- 
ready overworked by ORVs and low 
flying air force jets (sheep were not 
intimidated by sabber's airhorns as 
a result). 

This year's hunt sab was typi- 
fied by heavy harassment from the 
CDFG and BLM. We were detained, 





thousands of miles of roads to 
cover. 

Early in 1990 near the end of 
winter, a few Hunt Saboteurs trav- 
elled to Montana to join other Earth 
Firstlers in stopping the slaughter of 
bison outside of Yellowstone Park. 
Unfortunately, we found ourselves 
under the money-laden banner of 
the Fund for Animals, but we were 
able to stop the kill at three. 

This winter finds Hunt Sabo- 
teurs/Earth First! holed up outside 
West Yellowstone for the duration 
of the hunt, monitoring the herd 
hunt the next year. courage any further activity in that closely and prepared to intervene, 

The Wilson Valley region, cut county - fines and retribution of which seems imminent as bison 

by Cache Creek, is a healthy eco- $550, 60 hours community service, migrate closer to the park's imagi- 

system of dense chaparral and oak and three years county probation. nary border (see bison article), 

woodland, containing a rich variety The hunt continued the following CONCLUSION 

of wildlife. The elk, says CDFG, are four weekends without any active The name Hunt Saboteurs often 

overpopulating the small habitat sabotage. We realized our ineffec- seems to cause strong feelings to rise 

they have been squeezed into, tiveness in terrain which hid nei- to the surface, but let's make some- 

landlocked between ranchers and ther saboteurs nor elk. thing clear -Hunt Saboteurs are first 

gun clubs after nearly 100% of their A weekend youth deer hunt in and foremost for the liberation of 

original habitat has been developed northern California during Sep- the Earth and all its wild inhabit- 

or stolen. The hunt itself, located tember was also besieged by prob- ants. We fight hunts just as timber 

near Clearlake, California, is spread lems when the hunt area was closed sales are fought. Some people seem 

over state, federal, and private land and largely inaccessible to sabo- over-ready to believe we are a ma- 
la massive gun club holding) in an teurs. Two people were arrested, cho-infested gathering of out of 

area too immense for 20 people to while the kids shot everything that control hormones. We're not. 

cover. moved, maiming many more deer What we are is a direct action ori- 

In spite of the area involved, we than they killed. ented group of individuals strongly 

have seen the most success at Cache Standing out among these dedicated to the community we 

Creek, saving 8 out of 15 the first other hunts was our first attempt at have struggled to build. We 

year. This fall's hunt had its difficul- the seasonal black bear hunt across monkeywrench hunts, 

ties, including the most intense much of California. We picked one We have made many mistakes 
harassment we have yet experi- weekend to try our luck and get a over the past four years, but they 

enced. All the state land was de- feel for the tactics we would need to have only made us stronger and 

dared closed for the duration of the employ in the future. That weekend more experienced. We know there 

hunt. With the CDFG shadowing provided a wealth of information as are hunts we're not ready to ap- 

our every move, our movement we went in unannounced and dis- proach for a variety of reasons, but 

into the dosed areas was greatly guised as deer hunters. the actions of Hunt Saboteurs and 

restricted, leaving only two BLM The nature terrorists were out in anti-hunting groups have sparked a 

canyons as legal passageways to the force. Hundreds of the slobs, almost nation-wide debate on hunting 

most heavily hunted areas. In addi- exclusively deer hunters, were vio- that goes considerably deeper than 

tion, we found few hunters as we lating every hunting code, blasting animal rights/LWe're up against the 

scoured the entire area. We later away from thjtfr pickups and trash- same wall, chipping away at the 

determined that the CDFG had told ing the place with their beer cans. mortar the same as other protectors 

hunters to stay away for the first two Thinking we were dog-loving deer of the earth. We will occupy the 

weeks. They then extending the hunters, one bear hunter smiled killing fields until all the slob 

hunt an extra week without an- and chatted with us as we scented hunters are dead and buried. Re- 
nouncing it to the public until after his dog's noses, but we have a long member: , conserve hunters, shoot 

the hunt had begun. way to go with bear hunts - there are one today?) 

This surprise move hit us hard 
and we were unable to sab the 
added last week because of taxed 
resources and a lack of bodies. Most 
of the elk kills happened after we 
left. CDFG's slimy tactics were a 
tribute to our effectiveness. We 
kicked their butt in the field the year 
before, so they changed the rules to 
take our advantage away. We'll see 
them again next year, too. 

OTHER HUNTS 

1990 was our most active year of 
hunt sabotage to date. In July sev- 
eral people travelled to Colorado to 
monitor and bring attention to a 
senseless slaughter of thousands of 
prairie dogs. Hunt Saboteurs tack- 
led an October Cascade elk hunt in 
southern Oregon, receiving death 
threats and infuriating hunters to 
new levels. 

In August, a Tule elk hunt of 30 
animals trapped on a small marsh 
called Grizzly Island in he Sacra- 
mento Delta resulted in over 20 
arrests. Using a motorboat and 
Zodiac, saboteurs snuck onto the 
island, declared off limits by the 
CDFG for the hunt, only to be 
chased down by late morning. Hie 
flat island, cut by canals, offered 
scant cover, and an excess of agents 
on ATVs and trucks caught most of 
the activists, while the six elk slated 
for death that weekend were 
mowed down in a matter of hours. 

The 12 saboteurs charged with 
misdemeanor trespassing later re- 
ceived ridiculous sentences to dis- 




Utah's 

Unfriendly Skies 

Dixie Forest Supervisor Hugh 
Thompson announced in Decem- 
ber that the Dixie has conducted an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) on 
the aerial hunting of coyotes by the 
Animal Damage Control (ADC). 
Thompson states that the purpose 
of the project is to reduce predation 
of domestic sheep when they are 
placed on the Dixie. SUWA has 
submitted a formal appeal, includ- 
ing a request for a cost benefit 
analysis. Their request for a stay has 
been granted while a decision on 
the EA is pending. 

According to estimates by John 
Alcock, evolutionary biologist at 
the University of Arizona, expen- 
ditures by ADC average roughly 
$215 to kill each coyote in Arizona. 
At the same time, lambs are valued 
at only $85 per head (see "The Cost 
of Coyote Meat," Wilderness maga- 
zine, Spring, 1990). Because ADC's 
weapons are limited to less costly 
atrocities such as snares, traps and 
poisons, this dollar amount prob- 
ably understates the per coyote cost 
using aerial gunning techniques. 
Thus, the economics of the Utah 
proposal are dubious at best. 

Two groups have joined In the 
fun as interveners to the appeal: the 
Southern Utah/ Northern Arizona 
of Western Public Lands Users (boo) 
and the Sierra Club (yay). Being an 
intervener means you get thirty 
days from the date of your "inter- 
vention" to submit your com- 
ments. It also delays the Freddies 
from making their decision - in this 
case, it lengthens the stay against 
hunting coyotes from the air. Kem 
Rait, issues coordinator for SUWA, 
feels that Dixie regional forester 
Stan Tixier is going to push through 
the decision more quickly than 
usual, since aerial hunting must be 
done in the winter, when little lobo 
may be easily tracked. Soon may be 
as soon as the end of January, so get 
your comments in NOW. 

SUWA has requested that the 
Forest Service, instead of imple- 
menting aerial shooting of coyotes, 
move sheep grazing allotments 
away from areas of high predation 
and require closer supervision of 
herds by the permittees. The EA is 
available from Hugh Thompson, 
Forest Supervisor, Dixie National 
Forest, 82 North East, P.O. Box 580, 
Cedar City, UT 84721. Tell Mr 
Thompson how you feel about an- 
other unjustifiable subsidy to the 
livestock industry. If you wish to be 
an intervener on SUWA's appeal, 
write TODAY - NOW - to Regional 
Forester Stan Tixier, 324 25th St., 
Ogden, UT 84537. Request that 
you be placed on the appeal as an 
intervener, stating in short form 
your reasons for doing so. Include 
your legal as well as moral objec- 
tions to the EA. 

For more information on the 
issue, or for intervenor questions, 
call Ken Rait at the Salt Lake City 
SUWA number: 801-532-5959. 

—Southern Utah 
Wilderness Association • 

(SUWA ) Fall newsletter 
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Why Are Wild Bison Still Being Killed? 


Yellowstone National Park 
(YNP) straddles corners of Wyo- 
ming, Montana, and Idaho In the 
midst of the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. You can find the Park 
easily enough on a map — the rag- 
gedy square at the juncture of these 
three states. On the ground, the 
park boundary is well demarcated 
for vast stretches by mile upon mile 
of dearcuts, especially along the 
Targhee Forest boundary. 

The bureaucrat's mind pictures 
the Park in very much the same 
way, an outline on the map and the 
boundary a line of dearcuts on the 
ground. The rest of the surrounding 
lands they categorize as private, wil- 
derness, or "multiple use." Rarely 
does the "E" word escape the 
bureaucrat's mouth. The outlines 
of the ecosystem are too difficult to 
see, and to many, it is only the 
invention of a few wild-eyed envi- 
ronmental radicals disguised as 
conservation biologists whose in- 
tent is to interfere with their par- 
ticular agency's agenda for the 
lands under its control. 

Bureaucrats don't like the eco- 
system idea. It makes them think 
too much and it takes them away 
from the simple commodity extract 
formulas of the agencies. Ecosys- 
tem means they cannot turn forests 
into tree farms, habitat into game 
farms and cattle allotments, and 
watershed into water produdion 
and storage components. Here is 
the underlying cause for the 
Yellowstone bison slaughters and 
resulting controversy, and here is 
where we need to start defending 
tne intrinsic ngnt ot wild bison to 
be wild bison. 

The controversy has been la- 
beled many things by many groups 
and agencies. Depending on who 
you talk to and who happens to be 
listening, it could be an anti-hunt- 
ing, anti-cow, animal rights, states 
rights, brucellosis, public safety, or 
"cultural gap" issue. However, the 
heart of the issue and the critical 
basis of the controversy is the integ- 
rity of the Greater Yellowstone 


Ecosystem, and the issues must be 
addressed as such. Bison are shot 
because they are attempting to in- 
habit their entire ecosystem. Since 
most of this range is public land and 
historic bison range, the bureau- 
crats have little justification for the 
killing. 

The bureaucrats, as they have 
always done, are attempting to 
deny the legitimacy and existence 
of the ecosystem, while at the same 


They didn't know what to do, so 
they did nothing; that is, they killed 
no more bison that year. It was dear 
to the state: Montana Department 
of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
(MDFWP) had to change policy. 
Not change it substantially, but 
enough to protect it from adverse 
public opinion. 

To do this it is attempting to 
shift the onus of bison control to 
federal agendes, demanding that 



time systematically destroying it 
through dearcutting, abusive wild- 
life manipulation, and industrial- 
ization of the public lands (tourism, 
oil and gas, livestock grazing, ad 
nauseum). Today the bison are un- 
der siege, tomorrow the wolf, yes- 
terday the grizzly bear. Add to those 
three spedes the overpopulation of 
ungulates such as elk and you have 
the wildlife picture for the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem. 

Politics and Policy of Bison Con- 
trol 

After the March 1990 interven- 
tion, the state was reeling from the 
national outcry against the hunt. 


the National Park Service (NPS) and 
the Forest Service take more active 
roles in the bison kill, and take more 
of the heat as well. The three agen- 
des are preparing a longterm plan 
and an Environmental Impact 
Statement. While the EIS is being 
prepared, they put together an In- 
terim Plan so they can keep killing 
bison. 

Under the recently approved 
interim plan the Park wardens will 
kill the cow bison; Montana Depart- 
ment of Livestock (MDL) will cap- 
ture the calves, cut their genitals off 
and sell them to the highest bidder 
at auction to pay for the murdering 
of their mothers; and MDFWP will 
continue to sponsor "hunts" of the 


bull bison. Fund for Animals (FFA) 
filed suit in Montana Distrid Court 
against the entire gamut of agen- 
des, lost and are appealing. This 
new policy is termed a stop-gap 
measure because of the "desperate" 
situation the bison have created. 
The lbng term plan, still two years 
away from completion, is a joint 
venture of the State of Montana, the 
National Park Service, and the For- 
est Service (where they are trying to 
come up with their own pseudo- 
ecosystem management plan for 
the Yellowstone bison). 

The State of Montana is trying 
hard to cover its ass by spreading 
misinformation on the threats to 
life, liberty, and property that bison 
pose. It is running a smear cam- 
paign against the animal to justify 
the state's bison eradication pro- 
gram. One of the strangest argu- 
ments the cattle industry and their 
MDL is that of the "nuisance bi- 
son." On this line of reasoning, 
bison need to be controlled because 
they are, oh, I don't know, maybe 
giant prairie gophers or something. 
You know, a pest. MDL talks grimly 
about the coming onslaught of bi- 
son up the Madison River, as If they 
are giant radioactive ants from a 50s 
sci-fi horror movie. Bureaucrats 
also list the "threat to human safety 
and property" that the bison pose, 
mostly because they knock down 
an occasional fence or two, and get 
ornery around people who harass 
them. They state that uncontrolled 
bison populations will overrun the 
state and destroy the cattle industry 
by tearing down fences and by gen- 
erally just existing. This argument 
can be made about almost any large 
mammal, and in terms of crop and 
feed "depredations," elk are much 
more likely to cause damage. These 
arguments for bison slaughter are 
weak, and not worth much time. 

Bison, Brucellosis, and Cows 

The Siamese twins of Montana 
state agencies, MDL and MDFWP, 
claim that bison must be controlled 
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During the 1860s the bison that inhabit the 
Yellowstone River valley just north of the Park 
are exterminated. Those on the northern range 
of the Park itself are gone by the early 1890s. In 
1902, in an effort to augment the native rem- 
nant population of about 50 bison within the 
Park, ranched herds of bison are introduced 
into the northern range and Mary Mountain 
areas of the Park. 

During the 1930s there is an NPS policy shift 
toward more "natural" management; still, 
there is a culling of herds on a semi-regular basis 
to meet "carrying capacity. " Consequently, the 
maximum population of 1,477 in 1954 is re- 
duced to 397 by 1967. 

In 1966, management policy shifts to allow 
natural regulations to occur to the maximum 
extent possible, meaning no active manipula- 
tion by NPS. From 1968 — 1978, a Boundary 
Control Program is in effect allowing NPS to kill 
bison. The goal — to protect cattle bordering 
the park from brucellosis. In 1978, Dept, of 
Interior forbids NP$j>ersonnel to participate in 
lethal bison control. 

1978 - 1984: Increasing numbers attempt to 
leave the park. State wardens escalate bison 


killings outside the boundary. 

1985: The Montana legislature passes law adding 
bison to the list of game animals, and allows for 
a year-round hunting season. The legislation is 
passed to allow for the control of brucellosis 
transmission from bison to cattle. The Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MDFWP) 
interprets this to mean they have to facilitate the 
killing every bison that crosses into Montana, 
despite the fact that they never bother to prove 
that the disease can be transmitted in the wild, 
and do not bother with any sort of environ- 
mental review of the policy as required under the 
Montana Environmental Policy Act. 

Winter, 1988-89: 569 bison from the northern 
Yellowstone herd are killed during control hunts. 
This is during a particularly harsh winter fol- 
lowing the drought and fires the summer before. 
The bison have been following migration routes 
out of the Park which they have apparently 
relearned or never quite forgot since their num- 
bers were decimated in the late 1800s. They are 
also now aided by winter use roads and 
snowmachine trails. The killings receive na- 
tional media attention and cause much outrage 
in the general public and from conservation and 
animal rights groups. Local newspapers even get 


uncomfortable with the attention, with a 
Missoulian editorial even going as far as advo- 
cating that the killings should be stopped be- 
cause of the bad PR that could hurt the tourism 
business. There *s extensive documentation of 
the killings by the Fund for Animals and the 
media, but no actions are taken to stop the 
slaughter. 

Winter, 1989-90: A mild winter combined with 
the radical reductions in the northern forest 
herd the year before keep bison with the Park 
most of the winter. However, in March, a small 
group of about 25 bison from the Mary Moun- 
tain herd begins to move along their usual route 
down the Madison River toward Spring calving 
grounds with the Gallatin National Forest out- 
side of the Park boundary. 

A week later, Montana game wardens escort 
three hunters, a substantial media entourage, 
and a peanut gallery of local gawkers to the 
herd, now five miles outside of the Park. Ten 
Earth Firstlers and a Fund for Animals repre- 
sentative confront the hunters and their game 
warden "guides. " The hunters eventually shoot 
three bison after an extended confrontation 
with the activists. The game wardens are 
physically and verbally abusive during the 
whole episode. The killings and the activist/ 
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continued from previous page 

because "the transmission of 
brucellosis from bison to cattle 
could wipe out the ranchers cash 
crop, ruin the fertility of the 
ranchers cows and bulls, and 
bankrupt families that have 
ranched outside of Yellowstone for 
years." Almost brings tears to your 
eyes, doesn't it? The simple truth is, 
however, that bison don't have to 
die to protect "rancher's liveli- 
hoods." As a matter of fact, 
brucellosis transmission from bison 
to cattle has never been docu- 
mented in the wild. As a matter of 
fact, the bison are killed miles from 
the nearest cows, and months in 
advance of when cows may be 
present in the area. As a matter of 
fact, the bureau-fats don't even 
know how many bison carry the 
disease (many test positive for 
having been exposed, but the as- 
sumption that all of these animals 
can transmit the disease has never 
been proven). 

There may be some risk of 
brucellosis transmission from wild- 
life to cattle, but no one knows the 
actual risk. Instead of trying to 
determine what this risk might be, 
and rationally attempting to man- 
age it in a way that would allow the 
bison to exist, MDL etal run around 
babbling like the Sen. Joe 
McCarthys of the wildlife world. 
What needs to be assessed is the 
proposal to vaccinate cattle 
thought to be "at risk" from 
brucellosis, and changing cattle al- 
lotments and grazing times (or just 
getting rid of the damn cows on 
public lands) to avoid contact with 
birthing bison and the fluids re- 
maining on the ground after a birth 
or an abortion. The problem is that 
the ranchers would incur a greater 
cost if they had to take some re- 
sponsibility for protecting their 
cattle from brucellosis, which cuts 
into profits and their rights as 
Americans to abuse wildlife and 
wildlands in the name of the al- 
mighty dollar and the sacred cow. 
By the way, it costs nearly $1.50 a 
head to vaccinate against 
brucellosis. 

The cattle people must be made 
to fend for themselves. The pro- 
tection of their cows must be their 


responsibility. Vaccinate the 
goddamn things! They're all 
pumped up with dope anyway, so 
what's another shot or two? 

The Big Hunter Thing 

Some groups and individuals, 
including the big-hunter types, are 
trying to make the bison control 
actions a hunting issue. The state 
itself declares that the bison shoot is 
really a control action. The NRA et 
al (the God, guns, 'n' greasy gobs of 
guts guys) are going crazy because 
this is the first "hunter rights" issue 
to come up in Montana. Mean- 
while, the livestock lobby is rubbing 
its hands in glee at having made 
hunters into their "whipping boys" 
in the bison controversy. The 
hunting lobby already has, and will 
continue to make itself look cruel 
and stupid by sticking its nose into 
this. 

This controversy is also an op- 
portunity to expose MDFWP's 
complete bias towards production 
of "shootable" commodity animals 
rather than ecosystem protection 
and natural diversity. Elk hunting 
is the big money maker for state 
game agencies, resulting in an un- 
derlying bias against the bison be- 
cause they compete with elk for 
winter range. But elk also carry 
brucellosis. The bureau-fats figure 
that 1.5% of the northern elk herd 
may carry it, or around 2100 ani- 
mals. Over 50% of the bison 
population is alleged to carry 
brucellosis, or approximately 1500 
animals (a high side estimate). So 
do you detect something strange 
here? It couldn't be a double stan- 
dard based upon bad science and a 
truly malicious cultural bias, now, 
could it? If you are at all familiar 
with the spurtsman hard-bn for 
killing elk you'll know this is a big 
reason for the hunting boys to want 
less bison, especially if you're the 
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
and just spent millions buying ELK 
winter range on the northern side of 
YNP. 

The arguments against free- 
roaming bison are so narrow- 
minded, profit-oriented, and an- 
thropocentric that it's easy to get 
sucked in and argue them point for 


point. No matter how pissed off we 
get by the simplistic, greedhead rea- 
soning of the bureaufats and live- 
stock interests, we must always re- 
turn to the basic no- compromise 
demand: bison have an inherent 
right to exist, without fences and 
without imaginary restraining 
lines. Without bullets and without 
bullshit. Plenty of people are wait- 
ing in the wings to offer all sorts of 
compromises: purchasing winter 
grazing lands, and fencing that; 
selling off "excess" bison to reserva- 
tions; developing birth control 
(yech) for the bison, ad infinitum. 
Out of a deep respect for 
biodiversity, and with a dear vision 
of wholeness for the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem, we must 
stand firm: Let the Bison Roam Free! 

What You Can Do 

To express your outrage, con- 
tact one of the agencies involved 
with bison management. You have 
three to choose from: 1) Montana 
Dept. o r Fish, Wildlife and Parks, 
Director K.L. Kool,1420 6th Ave., 
Helena, MT 59620; 2) USFS- 
Gallatin NF, POB 130, Bozeman, 
MT 59771; 3) Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, POB 168, YNP, WY 
82190-0168. Points to mention: 
wild bison are an integral part of the 
GYE, and the agency's failure to 
recognize the park as a larger part of 
the ecosystem is an outrage and will 
not be tolerated! 

Get on the Freddies' mailing 
list for bison stuff, like the upcom- 
ing DEIS, by writing to Yellowstone. 

Write letters to the governor of 


Montana: Stan Stevens, Governor, 
Office of the Governor, Helena, MT 
59620. 

Boycott Yellowstone Park and 
write or call to tell them why. Tele- 
phone (307) 344-7381 extension 
2303 or 2209. 

Boycott the beef industry — 
don't eat beef! Livestock grazing 
may be the most ecologically de- 
structive practice in North America 
today. 

Spread the word. Urge family 
and friends to write these people, 
and to boycott Yellowstone, Mon- 
tana, and the beef industry and tell 
them why. 

A couple of other suggestions 
on how to become involved are: 

— Read over Capt. Paul Watson's 
article aboot Canada's Wood Buf- 
falo Park in the EF! Journal, Novem- 
ber 1990 for inspiration. 

— Send money!!! People are poised 
to intervene in any control actions 
near W est Y ellowstone, MT. . . and as 
always, it costs bucks to do this 
stuff, so send greasy dollars to: BI- 
SON! POB 7891, Missoula, MT 
59807. 

— This campaign is in need of seri- 
ous activists who would be willing 
to come to Montana possibly to 
intervene. Contact the above ad- 
dress. 

For more detailed information 
about Brucellosis, Bison, and 
bullshit bureaucratic bumbling 
contact Bison! A limited number of 
full-color handscreened posters of 
the bison kill design are available 
for organizing or for a twenty dollar 
donation. 



The wily hunter warily stalks his elusive prey. G.B. photo. 


Chronology, cont. 

hunter/warden confrontations receive exten- 
sive nationwide coverage. John Lilbum is 
charged with hunter harassment, Mary Yams 
with assault for allegedly smearing blood on the 
face of one of the hunters, and Lee Dessaux with 
two counts of assault for allegedly punctuating 
his comments to a hunter with the tip of a ski 
pole. All cases are still waiting to be tried as of 
January, 1991. 

May, 1990: The scoping document is published 
for the long term bison plan. Comments re- 
ceived on this document strongly support al- 
lowing the bison to roam freely. 49% of the 
responses favor no control, and 80% want cattle 
vaccination to be used as a means of avoiding 
brucellosis transmission. The final EIS is due by 
1993. A summary of initial cottiments Is avail- 
able from Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks. 

Fall, 1990: Montana game wardens are in- 
structed to not reveal the locale of the control 
actions or even whether control actions are 
taking place. MDFWP personnel say the secrecy 
Is to protect the right of the hunters to kill the 
bison in "peace." 

October, 1990: An interim bison control plan is 
published by MDFWP, the Park Service, and the 


Forest Service. This is a stop-gap plan to allow the 
agencies to kill bison while the long-term plan is 
being developed. This plan calls for the Park to 
assist in the control efforts with Park Rangers 
shooting cow bison and assisting the Montana 
Department of livestock in the capture of bison 
calves. The calves would be tested for brucellosis, 
those testing positive would be shot. If they were 
"clean", they would be sold at auction into cap- 
tivity. The cow bison meat would be donated to 
charities for food relief. As with many agency 
documents, the Environmental Assessment on 
this plan is just for show. Park spokesperson Joan 
Anzelmo tells a bison activist that the agencies 
had already finalized their plan well before the 
public comment period is over. 

November 10, 1990: Three bison are shot by 
hunters under "a new plan by the Park Service, 
Forest Service, and MDFWP." This is the same 
interim plan which is supposedly still in the 
process of being written, and which cannot yet be 
legally Implemented. 

November, 1990: Activists mobilize to oppose 
secrecy in the field, and the control actions in 
general. Activists track wardens In the West 
Yellowstone area 24 hours a day to ensure com- 
plete disclosure of agency actions. 


December 2, 1990: Three activists discover and 
photograph a control action where two "hunt- 
ers" are assisted by 11 wardens and sheriffs in 
the killing of two bull bison. 

December 4, 1990: The decision to go ahead 
with the interim control plan is finally made 
public. Fund for Animals files suit against the 
three agencies, saying that the Environmental 
Assessment for the plan violates the National 
and Montana Environmental Policy Acts. 

December, 1990: MDFWP adopts regulations 
for the 1990-91 bison season according to the 
interim control plan. This sets the stage for 
more bison killings. Some hunter groups op- 
pose the regulations because there are not 
enough "hunter opportunities." MDFWP 
states that wardens, not private hunters, will be 
used to kill bull bison if it appears that bison 
activists will be present. 

January 15, 1991: Fund for Animals request for 
a temporary hold on the killing of bison is 
thrown out by a Federal District Court Judge. 

Now: Bison activists are poised for action in the 
West Yellowstone area, monitoring the activity 
of slow, stupid beasts near the Park border. 
They're watching the movements of the bison 
as well. 
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Give me a Home Where the Buffalo Roam 


In case anyone needs to state it again, the 
West is an arid place. It is not a good place for 
cows. Cattle originated in the mild, moist cli- 
mate of northern Europe. They like water. They 
don't like predators. So to accommodate cows — 
an alien, non-native species — we have ma- 
nipulated the entire ecological fabric of the west. 
And what have we gotten for our efforts? 

Well, not very much beef— at least not for 
the amount of land involved. All the federal 
public rangelands in the West, an area as large as 
the 14 eastern seaboard states combined, only- 
accounts for 2% of the meat produced in the 
Nation! According to 1989 Department of Agri- 
culture statistics, Georgia, a relatively small 
eastern state, produces more beef cows than a 
huge "ranching" state like Montana. The reason 
is simple. It rains in Georgia. In the West we 
basically live with droughts most of the time 
punctuated by a few wet years. 

Because of aridity it takes a lot of space to 
grow a cow here. And the more space you use, the 
more it costs you in basic expenses like fencing, 
water developments, and the like. Of course, 
most ranchers don't actually pay for these things 
— we do — through a variety of government 
welfare agencies like the Soil Conservation Ser- 
vice, BLM and Forest Service. 

But even with all that help, it's tough to make 
a living out here — ask any whining rancher. 
You'd think that with all the complaining about 
how difficult it is to make a profit, it would dawn 
on these people that they perhaps are using the 
wrong animal in the wrong place. 

But lack of productivity is not the only folly 
of grazing cows in the West. It has also cost us our 
riparian zones — the wet, lush areas beside wa- 
terways. These zones are important habitat for 
some 75% of all western species from beaver to 
waterfowl. Yet according to a recent GAO report, 
livestock grazing has devastated an estimated 80- 
90% of the riparian zones on federal rangelands. 
In many places, lush streams have been trans- 
formed into desert wastelands. 

We have also had many of our streams sucked 
dry to irrigate pastures, in order to emulate what 
happens in Georgia without a single water diver- 
sion. And taxpayers pay for most of these water 
projects to boot — over $500 million last year 


By George 

fish-dependent species, from bald eagles to ot- 
ters, is part of the cost as well. 

And because cows are too stupid to fend for 
themselves, we have killed off most of the larger 
wolves, grizzlies, coyotes, bobcat and mountain 
lion, receive no compensation from the livestock 
industry for our loss. 

And cows, being the poorly adapted animals 
they are, cannot compete against other herbi- 
vores, so the livestock community wages a con- 
stant war against other grazing wildlife. Bison 
were removed from the plains long ago and 
ranchers won't let them come back — even on 
public lands. Prairie dogs, once numbering the 
billions, are reduced to a pittance of their former 
numbers due to poisons. With the reduction of 
these animals, many other species dependent 
upon them have also declined, from burrowing 
owls to black-footed ferrets. The poisoning still 
goes on. 

But wildlife is not the only thing to suffer. 
Most western rangeland communities are in less 
than healthy condition. In spite of fifty years of 
range "management" by range "specialists" (read 
lackey to the livestock industry), nearly 16% of 
the public range and an even greater amount of 
the private range is in poor ecological condition 
— read pulverized. Sixteen percent of 263 mil- 
lion acres of western federal rangelands is still an 
area bigger than all of New England and New 
York together! And yet range managers opti- 
mistically shrug off criticism by telling us that 
things are "improving." Well maybe. The air in 
L.A is improving too, but it will still kill you to 
breathe it. 

Most of this so-called improvement is simply 
the result of less cows. And it would not be 
unreasonable to suggest that having no cows 
would be even better. With no cows, our public 
lands could support bison. Plus more elk, ante- 
lope, bighorn sheep, and just maybe even a few 
wolves. \ 

Without cows healthy riparian zones would 
reappear, along with water in our streams and 
fish in that water. And the public wouldn't have 
to pay to fence riparian zones on our public lands 


WUERTHNER 

control to kill off native wildlife to benefit non- 
native alien species. And we wouldn't need to 
chain, burn, poison, seed and manipulate the 
entire ecological fabric of our rangelands so pri- 
vate individuals can make a profit at public ex- 
pense. 

What would the public lands of the West be 
like without cows? Well, they just might be a 
home where the buffalo roam and the deer and 
the antelope play. Sounds pretty good to me. 

BISON RELEASE POEM 

Bison bison bison bison 

All I can think about are bison. 

There are wild bison being killed 
as they try to leave the Park 
and move into their homeland. 

There are also trees being cut, 
mountains mined, 
rivers dammed, seas polluted, 
houses bulldozed and burned down, 
wars brewing, 
lands laid waste; 

But all I think about are bison. 

I have watched them die. 

They crowd out other thoughts 
sweeping in hordes 

darkening the horizons of my plain mind, 
trampling me. 

I am grazed now, bison, I am trampled. 

Go now, to other horizons 
and I will recover for you. 

I release you 

from the park of my psyche. Go now 
spread into your domain. 

Pour across the minds of all people 

Fill their thoughts with your thundering image 

Roam through conversations 

until the society of people shakes 

with your hoofbeats, 

and helplessly, joyously, welcomes you 

back again. 

O Bison, 

Return. 

—Duff L 
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THE GRIZZLY BEAR REVIVAL 
SHOW: 

Grizzly Bear Task Force Rocks the 
West Coast 

In a 7-week extravaganza of in- 
termittent passion and torpidity, 
the Earth First! Grizzly Bear Task 
Force brought word of peril in 
Grizzly Bear country to 15 cities on 
the West Coast. I was chief orga- 
nizer, fundraiser and spewer of 
facts. Lone Wolf Circles served as 
medicine show maestro and prime 
motivator. Joe Wheeler, drumming 
and percussion wizard from Santa 
Fe, braved the entire tour as well, 
bringing most of the musical in- 
struments and weaving the shows 
together with rhythm. 

All of the shows included a talk 
and slideshow on bears, lots of free 
literature. Lone Wolf's Earthpoetry, 
and some form of live music, usu- 
ally tribal jams which often inspired 
the audience to frenzied gyrations. 
The idea was to draw more people 
by doing dance shows, then hit 'em 
with messages about Grizzlies and 
the plight of wildness everywhere. 
We also sought, via Wolf's irresist- 
ible urgings, to bring out the wild 
spirit lurking in the most faded, 
jaded city dweller. I made 
squawking attempts to vocalize 
some songs I wrote about bears and 
succeeded in at least piquing the 
audience's interest enough that 
they stuck around. 

The tour started with a depress- 
ing show in Seattle, but Orcas Island 
in the San Juans gave us a real boost, 
with a rocking show there in the 
Oddfellow's Hall (appropriately) 
that featured the inimitable Dana 
Lyons and other local musicians. A 
berserk drive to Republic got some 
of us there 45 minutes late for the 
show in the Malodome but we 
pulled it off and made a visit to the 
Replicans which included 
homebrew consumption and 
much-needed sleep. In Olympia we 
were joined by the Stone Biscuit 
Band of Eugene, who played five 
shows with us altogether. The 
shows with the Biscuits included 
some of their original music and 


numbers worked out with Wolf and 
Joe. This was a far cry from my 
mostly-solo tour last year: a four- 
piece electric rock band, full electric 
sound, drums, percussion, vocals, 
and lots of ranting and raving and 
dancing heathens. 

In Oregon we played Portland, 
Corvallis, Eugene, Williams and 
Ashland. The only way we knew we 
got any publicity in Portland was 
because the Skinheads called in a 
bomb threat. In Corvallis we were 
out-competed by Balafon, a hot 
marimba band, so we scurried off to 
Ashland to lose ourselves in the 
Halloween melee. Williams, on the 
edge of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness, 
proved to be a veritable volcano of 
energy. Something clicked there. 
Was it the full moon? Was it the 50- 
foot yurt where we did the show? 
Was it the local herbs and bever- 
ages? Whatever, the frenzy was 
high, and the show mutated into a 
jam session which went on half the 
night! 

And so it went for the entire 
tour! Emotionally and financially 
rollercoasting up and down, we 
spread news of the Great Bear's 
plight along the west coast. 
Roadweary and desperate we finally 
rolled into Santa Cruz, there to 
spend several days enjoying the 
coast, watching pelicans, seals, sea 
lions and surfers, slouching at 
Dennis Davie's, lurking in coffee- 
houses and on the pier. Following a 
TV interview in Salinas and a radio 
show at UC Santa Cruz we put on 
the final show of the tour at the 
Pacific Cultural Center. Assorted 
crazies from the Bay came to en- 
liven the event including Jake 
Jagoff who was bound for Down 
Under the next day. Jagoff brought 
a huge length of kelp which became 
the favorite dance partner at the 
show. To celebrate we migrated 
after the show to a secluded beach 
where we swilled toxic substances. 
Hungover, I boarded the bus early 
the next day for a 34-hour trip back 
to the Wild Rockies, not believing I 
had survived until I actual arrived 
home. 

But the Bears are Ever Fewer!! 


Yellowstone EF! Appeals Hya- 
lite Timber Sale 

Hyalite Canyon, a spectacular 
U-shaped glacial canyon which 
issues from the Hyalite Peaks into 
the Gallatin Valley near 
Bozeman, Montana, is the most 
heavily used recreation area in 
National Forest Region 1. Lower 
Hyalite has already been heavily 
logged and roaded by Plum Creek 
Timber and the Gallatin National 
Forest. Road density is 500% of 
that allowed in the Gallatin Forest 
Plan. Hyalite is also home to 
many species of wildlife and is 
particularly important to Elk. 
Bald Eagles, Grizzly Bears and 
Gray Wolves may inhabit Hyalite 
now or in the near future. 

Despite all this the Gallatin 
has proposed logging 3 million 
board feet in Hyalite, much of it 
"salvage" from blowdowns. The 
logging would require 6 miles of 
new road and reconstruction of 
about 18 miles. Bozeman District 
Ranger Bob Dennee claims that 
plans to close several existing 
roads would offset the impacts of 
new road construction. But 
"closed" roads would remain 
open to some forms of motorized 
recreation, and Forest Service 
road closures have a history of 
ineffectiveness. Only one mile of 
road would be ripped and reveg- 
etated. Some of the logging 
would be directly adjacent to an 
inventoried roadless area in 
South Cottonwood Canyon and 
indeed, the Lousetown area pro- 
posed for logging is roadless, 
though not inventoried as such 
under RARE II. Naturally, 
dearcutting would be the pri- 
mary harvest method. No bio- 
logical evaluation has been pre- 
pared for this sale, nor has there 
been any consideration of im- 
pacts on possibly present Threat- 
ened or Endangered spedes. The 
area is considered by the Forest 
Service to be unoccupied by Griz- 
zly Bears, even though occasional 
use by Grizzlies has been docu- 
mented. Nor have the Freddies 
considered cumulative impacts of 


adjacent Plum Creek dearcuts 
and roads, nor of the heavy in- 
crease in recreational traffic re- 
sulting from the winter plowing 
of the main access road now oc- 
curring. 

This timber sale has generated 
quite a bit of local controversy, 
partly due to the importance of 
Hyalite as a recreational area, 
partly due to the large number of 
environmental groups based in 
Bozeman. A recent public meet- 
ing on Hyalite, organized by local 
conservationists, drew nearly 80 
people. And now come the ap- 
peals, just when the Gallatin is 
changing supervisors. Kick'em 
when they're down, you bet! 
Yellowstone EF! is one of several 
appellants, including the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition (GYC), 
American Wildlands, and Mon- 
tana Ecosystems Defense Coun- 
dl. Disappointingly, the GYC 
appeal offers the Freddies a com- 
promise which would include 
some dearcutting! 

Issues raised by Yellowstone 
EF! hinge on important issues 
raised in our 1989 appeal of the 
Gallatin Forest Plan. Cumulative 
Impads, Threatened and Endan- 
gered Spedes, and Visual Quality 
are the main points of conten- 
tion. All of these issues were 
raised in our Forest Plan appeal, 
but no dedsion has yet been is- 
sued by the Chief of the FS on this 
appeal. As usual, the FS is months 
late, while the public is required 
to do everything in a timely 
manner, or you are S.O.L. We 
may have to take legal action to 
force a dedsion on this appeal we 
worked so hard on and which 
now languishes in Washington. 
A dedsion by the Chief is likely to 
grant us at least some conces- 
sions, thereby freeing us from 
raising those issues every time the 
Gallatin proposes a project. 

Meanwhile we are going to 
stop this timber sale. Help 
Yellowstone EF! keep watch over 
this important National Forest! 
send contributions to: 
Yellowstone EF!, Box 6151, 
Bozeman, MT 59715. 

— Phil Knight 
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NATIONAL SACRIFICE ZONE 
box 65 Myra, WV 25544 

Folks, 

I think the worst 
environmental news of the year 
has gotten scant, if any, media 
recognition. In 1989 the 
population boomed in the U.S. 
when 4.02 million births 
occurred. All the hoopla over 
recycling and stronger pollution 
restrictions doesn't mean shit 
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Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in 
neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion gets elbowed 
away from EF! editorial attention? Wish that you could 
have a Creative influence on the journal, but aren't lucky 
enough to live in Montana (or able to move here for a 
while)? Don't despair. Just send us enough material to 
fill up the center section of the journal. It's a Blank Wall, 
and you get as many cans'of spray paint as you want 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. It is your space to 
fill and arrange as you desire. You will be completely 
responsible for anything you print on your pages. Lay it 
out if you want to, or take advantage of whatever 
expertise we may be able to offer. It's up to you. 

Tell us when you want to fill your Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes around, 
unless another group needs the space for a particularly 
urgent issue. 


when we're dumping more little 
screaming eco-rapers onto the 
planet than ever before. It's 
easy to forget our impact on the 
land when we in the U.S. are 
importing so much food and goods 
that we don't even witness our 
impacts. Our affluent country 
has its niggers around the world 
slaving for our coffee, sugar, 
tomatoes, machines and other 
useless trinkets while those 
folks should be growing their 
own just as we should. But if 
we tried surviving on our own 
resources we would realize how 
limited our resources are, 
especially with so damned many 
of us. When you get into 
working the land for your food, 
clothes,, shelter, you'll realize 
how degraded the environment has 
become and you'll vomit at the 
waste our society creates. You 
might also cry for all the local 
extinctions we've lately caused 
and I hope you'll damn sure quit 
cranking out babies. 


TIRED OF OBJECTS 
THAT VEER & FLUTTER? 

TRY "THROWING BRICKS" 
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Why? 

1) High Density 

2) High Penetration 

3) Brightly Colored 

WITH A GRIP SO RIGHT 
YOU’LL BE TEMPTED 
TO RETRIEVE THEM! ! ! 

(available from Green @ 
Black — inquire through 
this newspaper or from 
informed street thugs. 
Training available up- 
on request) 



Vince Packard 



Gold Liberation Front 

Seven thugs in black, wearing 
(imitation) gold nugget arnbands make their 
way through the croud. Weilding bricks and 
clubs, they force their way onto the stage, 
throuing off the bewildered MC, 

"We are the GOLD LI DERATION FRONT! And 
wo bring. you this message'- Gold is an 
endangered species! There 1 s almost no 
gold left in the wild today!" The crowd is 
confused, are minerals protected by the 
Endangered Species Act? 

Nearly all the regaining gold on 
earth is living in captivity, in inhumane, 
brutal maximum security facilities around 
the country." 

November 1st in Prescott, Arizona- a 
rally to save Granite Mountain, slated to 
be stripmined for gold. Granite Mountain 
is a beautiful place and many climbers and 
nature lovers have gathered in the town 
center to show their support for the 
mountain and resistance to the plan. 

"Many humans have an outdated, strange 
idea that gold exists for the benefit and 
enjoyment of humans. BUT THEY ARE 
WRONG! ... 

Humans have tracked, hunted, and trapped 
gold from the darkest corners of the earth. 
Everywhere gold has hidden, and everywhere 
humans have found it, grabbed it, and 
dragged it out of the wild, maimed and 
twisted. Mutilated into gross geometric 
shapes, it is locked away, never to see the 
light of day again. Never to sec the sun 
it loves. 

Listen closely, listen with your heart 
and you will hear the tortured cries of 
gold imprisoned all over the earth. 

Gold has an inherent right to live wild and 
free. And yet gold continues to be the 
most persecuted of all species on Earth. 

We are gathered here to protest REDCO’s 
(the villain) desire to rape and murder one 
of the last tribes of gold on earth. We 
must not let REDCO capture this last stand 
of OLD GROWTH GOLD!" 

The crowd is cheering wildly. Of 
course gold is protected as an endangered 
species, how could it riot be? 

"Ue must join the fight to keep the 
gold free! Two henchmen come forward 1 FREE 
THE GOLD!- KEEP IT WILD!. The crowd is 
worked into a frfenzy. FREE THE GOLD!- KEEP 
IT WILD!... FREE THE GOLD!- KEEP IT WILD!. 

The chant continues as the excited crowd I 
spontaneously marches to the Forest Service 
office, (many carrying bricks) to offer 
their opinion. 

The Gold Liberation Front is a mostly 
clandestine organization. They have been 
known to search out captured gold wherever 
it is to be found- in jeue'ry stores, 
under beds, and on the manicured hands of 
urban yuppies- in order to liberate -it back 
into .its natural habitat. The GIF is 
growing day by day. Wherever there is 
injustice, wherever gold is made to suffer, 
wherever bricks are available, the 6LF is 
on the R prowl. gy flews //&D 8flT 
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Readers speak on wilderness 


DearAbby: [ I 

The devastation of I- - A™- \hn 

Earth's pristine 1 1 IB 

demess 

to a flattening and f^viS 

impoverishment of ■ ) f W 

our own wildness of I ft&i ^ 

spirit. Just as dvili- 
zation transforms Ed AbbtfaHv 
living nature into 
dead commodit- 
ies.so are we daily subject to 
this process in the form of work, con- 
suming and submitting to authorities. 
And, bored with this paycheck-to-price- 
tag docility as we may be, what can we 
really do about it? 

In between the nightmares of 
my boring routines (and when the boss 
isn't looking), I dream of an Earthly 
Eden, of a life rich with experience, where 
spontaneity, festival and play character- 
ize daily living. I wish for the fulfillment 
of my deepest longings and dreams, for 
genuine human community and a clean, 
healthy Earth on which to dwell. 

Sometimes.., when it all seems 
like just too much to take any more... I 
imagine unleashing my frustrations in a 
cel ebration of subversion, smashing ma- 
chinery and computers, ignoring author- 
ity figures, and dancing with friends on 
the ashesofbumed down factories. Abby, 
am 1 insane? 

Dear Sane: Definitely not! The 
urge to dismantle civilization brick by 
brick is rooted in our most irreducible 
desires for reconnection with the nature 
we've been denied. 

From the destruction of the 
ancient cities of the Fertile G~escent to 
the sacking of Rome, from the Mayan 
abandonment of their great temples to 
the current disaffection with modem 
techno-industrial society, people have 
repeatedly turned away from the heir- 
archical work pyramid of civilization — 
"Leviathan" as it has been called — in 
favor of the sweet freedom only real wil- 
derness offers. 

Your assesment of wilderness 
destruction and of the everyday is right 
on the mark. 


Ed AbbtfMr 




They are inseperable phenomena, and 
no change in one can occur indepen- 
dantty of the other. My advice: If you 
Wkdy desire wilderness, then trust in the 
wildness of your true desires! 

Dear Abby: Months ago, you 
gave me a piece of advice that changed 
my life. When I was at my wits end, 
considering suicide, my life devoid of 
hope or promise, you encouraged me 
toseek out my own true nature, and begin 
looking for fulfillment, not in some ab- 
stract "future", but in the promise of 
renewal that comes with each day. Most 
importantly, you showed me that I was 
actually responsible for my own self- 
repression! 

Well, I didn't go to work today. 
And I'm not going tomorrow! For me, all 
that dull employment is now replaced 
by the search for full enjoyment. I can't 
tell you how good it feels to be free from 
the work-buy-consume-die treadmill 
that this society has us all on. No wonder 
we feel dead all the time! 

Some of my friends have quit 
too, and word is getting out... We're 
going to remake this world, Abby, and 
life will not be as we now know it. The 
revolution of living differently begins 
with each of us each day. Why wait? 
People of the world, be wild! 

Dear Wild: Right on! As one 
writer has put it, "Suffering is the sick- 
ness of constraints. An atom of pure 
delight, no matter how small, will hold it 
at bay. To work on the side of delight 
and authentic festivity can hardly be dis- 
tinguished from preparing for a general 

insurrection!" 

■ Confused by society’s mass of con- 
flicting illusions? Wondering how you 
can resist? For Abby’s list of publica- 
tions to help de mystify daily life, write 
DearAbby P.O.Box 2962 Bellingham, 
WA 98227 


by grey nixie 


Despite being labelled "anthropocentric" by many traditional 
Earth First !ers, I believe X may be the most misanthropic 
individual in Earth First! In other words, I am not participating 
in Earth First! to be the life of the next beer perty or to become 
your best friend. I do volunteer labor with EF!, in profound 
disgust for his-tory, progress, and their accelerating rates of 
carnage, for the sole purpose of building an effective 
international political/social/economic direct action movement to 
further the slim chances for the continuance of an organic 
presence on the planet Earth. 

In pursuit of that goal, I manage to piss most folks off, 
often, if I get the chance, and I hope they all go commit 
ego-suicide for the good of Gaia; they will not be missed. 

But given that there are 5 billion of us abhorrent creatures 
bn this poor planet currently, I have realized that I must , 
create hierarchies of hatred to be most effective in 
persecuting the egos of those I most despise. 

Here are some of the people who I most detest at the 
current moment : 

1) Earth First !ers who own and drive cars — except for 
Karen Pickett because she does so much, takes no credit, and 
is generally less offensive than most. 

2) First world men whose lifestyle is absolutely dependent 
upon the economic and physical genocide of third world 
people, who have political opinions that blame the death of 
the planet on those very same peoples who are experiencing 
the overpopulation frenzy that always follows colonization 
and genocide. 

3) Misanthropes who chronicle the exploits of fellow 
misanthropes while "forgetting" to mention Karen Pickett, 

Judi Bari, Helen Matthews, Sequoia, Joanne Dittersdorf, Sage, 
and virtually every other woman who has participated in the 
collective misanthropy. In other words, "misogynists in a 
Miss Anthropy's pseudonym." 

4) Dave Foreman who failed to visit Judi Bari in Highland 
Hospital during the summer of '90, though he was in the Bay 
Area (it is rumored). 

5) Stupid, spoiled, white boyz who "organize" in San 
Francisco's Mission district without communicating with 
Latino community groups. 

6) Writers who contend that Gaia is so bloody stupid that 
she considers the 20 million + diagnosed HIV cases in Africa 
to be more grievous enemies than the handful of oil 
executives she has neglected to assassinate. Also those who 
respond blankly to the phrase "blaming the victim." 


7) A movement to defend biodiversity which neglects to 
defend certain ubiquitous wild behaviors such as 
homosexuality and bisexuality which occur in all sex- 
differentiated species, yet are stigmatized in some. 

8) The Earth First! Journal editor who wrote me that though 
my ideas are "noble," "democracy just doesn't work." (and I 
thought they loved the Boston Tea Party — that marvelous all- 
white-men-in-fake-Indian-garb event) . 

9) All other Earth First !ers who ignored my critique of our 
embarrassing lack of national decision making process. 

10) Privileged white paranoids, who thought this was a safe 
struggle. 

11) Privileged white blabbermouths, who still think its a 
safe struggle. 

12) Machos who openly suggest that anyone too stupid to prowl 
around the USA in a car, drinking beer and at least Talking 
about spiking trees, really is expendable. 

13) The Earth First !er who explained to me that Earth 

First !ers are "the white blood cells of the planet," and that 
I_ am probably too timorous a soul to join; after all, "EFlers 
are born, not made" (as are Aryans and all other master 
races) . 

the able-bodiests, the spiritually blind, those too arrogant 
to confront their classism, those who think heroic suicide is 
anything but a bother to the survivors, the joiners, the 
followers, the ones who are afraid of free discussion, the 
elitists, etc. 

Clearly, proximity breeds contempt . You can imagine what I 
had to say about college kids, and worse, college professors 
in Reagan's Amerika, the yuppies of Greenwich Village, or the 
egotistic Yippie! men with who I used to mingle... Repugnant 
motherfuckers, every single one. 

But if anyone is interested in actually evolving some 
political direction out of the murky primordial depths of our 
misanthropic hatred, please let's commence... (Who do we off 
first?) 




MONTANORE PROJECT THREATENS 


©1990 by Donald H. kern 

The Kootenai National Forest, 
in collusion with the Noranda 
Minerals Corporation and several 
state agencies, is now in the process 
of preparing a Final Environmental 
Impact Statement on the 
Montanore Project, a proposed un- 
derground copper and silver mine, 
along with "related facilities." 
These rape-related facilities include 
a mill to process the ore, a tailings 
impoundment, water disposal ar- 
eas, access roads, and a 16-mile 230 
kilovolt electrical power transmis- 
sion line to the project site. The 
mine, mill and related facilities 
would be located in Lincoln 
County, approximately 18 miles 
south of Libby, MT, and directly 
adjacent to the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness Area. 

Just as you would expect, many 
of the concerns raised during the 
scoping period have been generally 
ignored, and the agencies have in- 
stead focused on only a few issues 
which drove the development of 
the alternatives and the evaluation 
of impacts. The analyses contained 
in the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) fail to address the 
complex problems associated with 
the construction of a major mining 
facility less than one-half ground 
mile distant and directly under a 
federally designated wilderness 
area. 

Several conservation groups 
and individuals have continually 
argued the validity of the claim 
under which Noranda submitted its 
application . The Wilderness Act of 
1964 closed the Cabinet Mountains 
Wilderness Area to further mineral 
exploration on January 1, 1984. As 
of that date, Borax had drilled only 
two test holes and collected a small 
number of surface samples. Despite 
the fact that these samples showed 
little more than slight mineraliza- 
tion, the Forest Service determined 
that the claims were valid and that 
Borax was entitled to continue 
drilling and exploring inside the 
wilderness area past the Wilderness 
Act deadline. 

Because the Forest Service also 
considered ore which was attribut- 
able to extralateral rights, it ignored 
the fact that ore lying outside of the 
boundaries of a claim cannot be 
used to establish "discovery," and 
in doing so, it violated both the 
1872 Mining Law and the Wilder- 
ness Act by allowing Borax to con- 
tinue mineral exploration after De- 
cember 31, 1983. This additional, 
and illegal, exploration work led to 
the the discovery of a low-grade 
copper/silver ore body inside the 
wilderness in 1985/1986. 

In late 1988, Borax sold its in- 
terest in this dubious mineral claim 
to Noranda Minerals Corporation, a 
Canadian mining conglomerate. 
That same year, Noranda began to 
gather preparatory data, and on 
March 7, 1989, the company sub- 
mitted its application for an oper- 
ating permit to the Kootenai Na- 
tional Forest and the Montana De- 
partment of State Lands (MDSL). 
On October 10, 1990, the Kootenai 
National Forest, the Montana De- 
partment of State Lands, the Mon- 
tana Department of Health and En- 
vironmental Sciences (DHES) and 
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the Montana Department of Natu- 
ral Resources and Conservation - 
(DNRC), in close cooperation with 
the Noranda Minerals Corporation, 
released a draft(y) EIS for public 
review and scrutiny. 

The Montanore Project is huge 
in scope and design. The mine as 
proposed by Noranda would pro- 
duce 20,000 tons of ore per day, or 
7 million tons per year over an an- 
ticipated production life of 16 years. 
The DEIS predicts "an expected ore 
extraction rate of 60 to 70 percent," 
with an estimated 112 million tons 
of tailings left behind after the 16 
years! 

Pre-production development 
would include two parallel adits 
(horizontal mine shafts), each 26 
feet wide by 26 feet high and 13,000 
feet long, in addition to two per- 
colation pond areas along lower 
Ramsey Creek, a tailings impound- 
ment site in Little Cherry Creek, 
and roads providing access to the 
facilities. Apparently assuming that 
approval of the project is all but 
assured, Noranda is currently con- 
structing an additional 18,000-foot 
ventilation adit from a private land 
site along Libby Creek (Noranda 
Minerals Corp., 1989). In total, the 
proposed project area comprises 
3,221 acres, not including a 988- 
acre transmission line corridor. Al- 
most 40 percent, about 1,225 acres, 
is proposed for "surface distur- 
bance" in the project area alone. 
This does not include the mine it- 
self, which will tunnel in from an 
elevation of 2,800 feet along the 
Fisher River to nearly 8,000 feet el- 
evation under the cabinet Moun- 
tains Wilderness Area. Was this the 
intent of the Wilderness Act of 
1964? 

Let's take a look at some of the 
more substantive issues involved. 

Water Degradation PERMIT??? 

On December 1, 1989, the Wa- 
ter Quality Bureau of the DHES 
notified Noranda of its determina- 
tion that the Proposed Plan of Op- 
eration would violate the Montana 
Water Quality Act. On December 
13, 1989, Noranda submitted a Pe- 
tition for Change in Quality of 
Ambient Waters. According to the 
DEIS, in order for any of the pro- 
posed alternatives (other than the 
No-Action Alternative) to be viable, 
Noranda must secure a waiver from 
the state's nondegradation policy 
(DEIS, Pg. S-6). This policy states 
that any Montana waters whose 
existing water quality is higher than 
established standards must be 
maintained at the higher water 
quality unless the potential polluter 
[Noranda] affirmatively demon- 
strates that the lowering of the wa- 
ter quality is necessary for essential 
social or economic development. It 
also states that any new pollution 
source to high quality waters must 
"provide the degree of waste treat- 
ment necessary to maintain that 
existing high quality." This is very 
important to remember, because 
neither Noranda nor the DEIS pro- 
pose such treatment! 

In order to receive a waiver, the 
applicant must also prove that the 
lowering of the water quality will 
not affect current or future benefi- 
cial use of the water. The only thing 


that Noranda's Petition for Waiver 
demonstrates is that being allowed 
to pollute would be convenient and 
economically beneficial (read: 
HUGE PROFITS). In its Petition for 
Waiver, Noranda stated that a No 
Action ruling by the Water Quality 
Bureau "would result in Noranda 
Minerals Corporation not develop- 
ing the Montanore Project." How- 
ever, in a subsequent court pro- 
ceeding, Joe Scheuering, a former 
Noranda Project Manager, testified 
under oath that what Noranda re- 
ally meant to say was that if the 
Bureau takes no action on the pe- 
tition, then Noranda "would not 
develop the project as proposed ." 

Obviously Noranda's original 
statement in its Petition for Waiver 
was intended as an economic bluff 
designed to bully the Water Quality 
Bureau into approving the petition. 
Not only is Noranda's petition 
statement a bald-faced lie, but it 


also effectively proves that Noranda 
has failed to consider all viable op- 
tions, especially environmentally 
sensitive alternatives which would 
satisfy the non-degradation water 
policy but would be too cost ineffec- 
tive to justify a questionable min- 
ing project in a depressed metals 
market. 

According to the DEIS, "The 
Kootenai River Basin includes some 
of the purest waters in America; 
concentrations of dissolved chemi- 
cals are among the lowest in Mon- 
tana. Streams in the project area are 
classified by the DHES as B-l 
streams.. .Streams in the wilderness 
are classified as A-l streams...". B-l 


streams are classified as suitable for 
everything from drinking to the 
propagation of salmonid fish spe- 
cies, while an A-l classification de- 
note even higher water quality. 
With this information in mind, 
why would anyone advocate an 
activity which has the demon- 
strated potential to release heavy 
metals and acid mine drainage into 
these pristine waters? 

The silver/copper ore which 
would be extracted from the mine 
consists primarily of sulfide miner- 
als. Sulfide minerals also would 
occur in waste rock from the mine 
(DEIS, Pg. 190). Noranda's own 
chemical analysis of rock samples 
(never revealed as to type of test, 
number of samples, etc.) taken dur- 
ing drilling indicates several toxic 
metals would be present in the 
natural rock materials used for fill 
and in the tailings. These same 
materials would be used in the con- 


struction of the tailings impound- 
ment dam. Toxic metals found in 
Noranda's analysis include arsenic, 
chromium, copper, lead, silver, and 
zinc. Lead concentrations as high 
as 28,600 parts per million, 25 times 
the state water quality standard, 
have been identified in samples 
from the barren zone (Noranda 
Minerals Corp.). 

The barren zone is a layer of 
"waste rock" which lies between the 
two suspected ore bodies. The DEIS 
goes on to conclude that "Disposal 
of the barren zone waste rock at the 
surface could generate add mine 
drainage. Since it is not possible to 
quantify this release accurately, it is 





WILDERNESS AREA 


not known if aquatic life or down- 
stream water use would be affected. 
Use of the barren zone waste rock in 
the construction of the tailings im- 
poundment dam would make miti- 
gation difficult should significant 
impacts result." (DEIS, Pg. 191) This 
information is quite interesting in 
light of the fact that the tailings 
impoundment dam is virtually 
destined to fail. 

Both the DEIS and the mine 
application reveal that their esti- 
mates for the add-producing po- 
tential of the waste materials are 
nothing better than wildass 
guesses. The "barren zone" rock 
could be a source of acid mine dis- 
charge long after the mine closes, 
yet the public is expected to okay 
the project without being told with 
any reasonable certainty what the 
environmental impacts will be. 
Sound familiar? Read on. 

Tons and Tons of SLIME 

The proposed tailings im- 
poundment area is about five miles 
northeast of the plan site, in the 
Little Cherry Creek watershed 
(DEIS, Pg. 33). In actuality, the 
tailings impoundment dam will 
straddle the entire watershed, 
eventually rising to a height of 380 
feet and holding an estimated 100- 
120 million tons of metal, nitrate, 
and process-chemical-laden tail- 
ings. Little Cherry Creek itself 
would be permanently diverted 
around the impoundment site, and 
an elaborate system of diversion 
ditches would be built around the 
impoundment site to divert water 
away from it. That's the plan, 
anyway. 

In reality, an entirely different 
scenario is likely to unfold. 
Noranda's plans for the construc- 
tion, maintenance and reclamation 
of the tailings impoundment site 
are contingent on a wide variety of 
variables, including natural and 
enhanced evaporation, seepage, 
percolation, and perhaps most im- 
portantly, an extensive system of 
pressure relief wells to prevent up- 
welling from artesian conditions, 
which dominate the groundwater 
hydrology of Little Cherry Creek. 
The entire reclamation plan for the 
tailings impoundment site is 
predicated on a program of con- 
tinual grading and contouring in 
order to facilitate proper drainage 
and consolidation of the "slimes" 
(fine textured goo which results 
from the mixing of tailings and 
water). The DEIS states that 
"Complete consolidation of the 
slimes would probably take several 
months to several decades...". This 
rather vague estimate demonstrates 
that neither Noranda nor the re- 
viewing agencies have any idea of 
when or if the tailings slimes will 
ever dry out. In fact, seepage con- 
trol and dam stability plans virtu- 
ally assure that the tailings im- 
poundment site will never dry out. 
(Maybe they're hoping the 
Ghostbusters will appear to dispose 
of the slime). 

Artesian upwelling, combined 
with surface runoff, will collect in 
depressions scattered on the im- 
poundment surface (DEIS, Pp. 39, 
226-227). Eventually these depres- 
sions will become "continual re- 


charge points" for the impound- 
ment. As long as these areas remain 
wet, they cannot be regraded. As 
long as they remain ungraded, they 
will remain wet. And as long as they 
remain wet, the impoundment site 
cannot be reclaimed (Libby Placer 
Mining Co., DEIS Comments, P. 3). 
Noranda is obligated by law to re- 
claim the land it disturbs. The plan 
they propose will clearly not meet 
this obligation. The impoundment 
will be a chronic source of metals 
pollution for a very long time after 
the mine closes. 

The buildup of pressure from 
both beneath and above the tailings 
impoundment dam will completely 
destabilize the area. Slumps and 
landslides are likely to occur either 
in or adjacent to the dam. Dr. 
Donald Reichmuth, a professional 
engineer, land surveyor and 
hydrogeological consultant from 
Bozeman, MT has conducted an 
independently-commissioned 
study of the tailings impoundment 
site. In referencing myriad failures 
of other similar structures, Dr. 
Reichmuth comments that "Often 
these failures resulted in great fi- 
nancial losses and people being 
killed. Certainly failure of this 
proposed tailings dam would 
threaten not only interests imme- 
diately downstream but could eas- 
ily disrupt the entire lower Libby 
Creek Drainage. At minimum, the 
tailings would reach Libby Creek 
and cause significant environmen- 
tal damage to the creek." In con- 
cluding, he states "There is no prac- 
tical way to guarantee that long 
term stability could be maintained 
in the dam structure. The slow 
buildup of subsurface water pres- 
sures will lead to dam failure." Not 
a pretty picture, yet the Noranda 
eco-rapers would like us to believe 
that their fantasy reclamation will 
work. 

Mitigating the Road to Extinction 

Perhaps the most callous as- 
sumption of the DEIS is the blatant 
and arbitrary dismissal of the in- 
digenous wildlife and its habitat as 
something which can be totally ig- 
nored and "mitigated" in the fu- 
ture. The Forest Service uses the 
word "mitigate" to cover up a forest 
full of wrongs in every EIS it pro- 
duces, and it shouldn't surprise 
anyone that the entire premise of 
the Montanore DEIS is based on 
mitigation. Unfortunately, mitiga- 
tion is not an acceptable substitute 
for protection, even though the 
DEIS would have us believe so. 
With few exceptions, nowhere is 
this more evident than in the 
Cabinet /Yaak Ecosystem. No less 
than 43 species of special concern 
have been identified in the 
Montanore Project Area. This list 
includes four endangered species 
(northern Rocky Mountain wolf, 
woodland caribou, bald eagle and 
peregrine falcon) and the grizzly 
bear, listed as threatened by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Several 
"candidate species" which are being 
considered for listing also live in the 
Project Area. 

Concurrently, there are several 
sensitive fish species which are 
known to occupy waters in the 
Project Area and adjacent waters 


downstream, although their exist- 
ence is barely acknowledged in the 
DEIS. Bull trout is a management 
indicator species and state species 
of concern, yet it too is given mini- 
mal consideration in the DEIS, de- 
spite its need for critical habitat 
which would be destroyed by the 
Montanore Project. 

The Kootenai National Forest's 
handling of the sensitive Coeur 
d'Alene salamander is further proof 
of insufficient research into popu- 
lations and habitat requirements of 
threatened and/or endangered spe- 
cies. Although the salamander is 
considered a sensitive species by the 
Kootenai NF, and is considered en- 
dangered by some experts, the DEIS 
indicates that no significant effort 
was made to search for or record 
occurrences of this species. 

The Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystem is 
one of seven ecosystems delineated 
as essential to the future recovery of 
the threatened grizzly bear. The 
current Recovery Plan calls for an 
eventual population of 70 bears in 
order for the grizzly population to 
be considered genetically viable. 
Even if this optimistic population 
were achieved, it would still require 
augmentation in order to maintain 
genetic variability. (The USFWS 
recently wrestled approval from the 
locals to "introduce" two bears into 
the population.) Since the Cabinet/ 
Yaak Ecosystem is isolated from 
other "island" populations, and 
because the boundaries of this "is- 
land" are continually shrinking due 
to activities such as timber har- 
vesting, roading and mining, it is 
highly unlikely that the bear will 
ever be considered as "recovered" in 
this ecosystem. The Montanore 
Project can do nothing but con- 
tribute to what seems to be the in- 
tentional extinction of the grizzly 
bear and its habitat. 

At present, a reduction habitat 
effectiveness of 26 percent has al- 
most brought the Cabinet grizzly 
bear population to extinction, 
based on research compiled by the 
Montana Department of Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks from 1983 
through 1987 (Kasworm and 
Manley, 1988). Current grizzly bear 
mortality In the Cabinet/Yaak Eco- 
system is not accurately known, but 
is thought to be high (Knick and 
Kasworm, 1989), and with in- 
creased human activity caused by 
the Montanore Project, the poten- 
tial for human-caused mortality 
through removal or illegal kills is 
likely to rise exponentially 
(Martinka, 1982). 

Language contained in the DEIS 
speaks for itself. "Considering that 
the proposed [Montanore] Project 
would increase mortality risk 26 
percent above the current situation, 
and decrease habitat effectiveness 
another 10 percent (over one-third 
the current impact), the threat to 
recovery appears significant and 
adequate mitigation is essential. 
Despite the fact that the model has 
not been calibrated, it must be as- 
sumed that any increase in mortal- 
ity risk or decrease in habitat effec- 
tiveness could result in serious con- 
sequences for the grizzly bear given the 
current precarious state of the popula- 
tion." As if to add insult to Injury, 
the DEIS also states "The [grizzly 
bear] model is not good at predict- 


ing indirect impacts." With this 
information in hand, I find it hard 
to believe that any amount of miti- 
gation could compensate for the 
direct and indirect loss of grizzly 
bears which will be attributable to 
the Montanore Project. When the 
wholesale destruction of habitat is 
considered (approximately 1,174 
habitat units lost), the absurdity of 
this entire project becomes preemi- 
nently clear, and although Noranda 
has proposed elaborate mitigation 
measures, the adequate funding for 
these measures is currently not 
available, and probably never will 
be (DEIS, Pg. 216). 

In light of evidence presented 
in and acknowledged by the DEIS, 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service's attempts to prematurely 
delist the grizzly bear and designate 
it as "recovered," "an increased risk 
of mortality and temporary dis- 
placement" (DEIS, P. 219) is not 
acceptable under any circum- 
stances, and most certainly not in 
the name of corporate profit and 
resource exploitation. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

The public comment period for 
the DEIS is over. Before turning 
away in disgust, however, consider 
this: the Freddies don't have the 
guts to stand up to major corpora- 
tions anyway, and will probably 
push through some sort of EIS, no 
matter how lame. Stopping the 
Noranda project requires going be- 
yond the USFS. 

Probably the only hope for 
stopping Montanore is through the 
Montana Water Act. Noranda must 
get its water quality degradation 
permit before being able to go 
through with the project. Re-read 
the above section on water quality, 
and then write a letter to the Mon- 
tana Board of Health and Environ- 
mental Sciences, c/o Montana 
Dept, of Health and Environmental 
Sciences, Cogsell Bldg., Helena, MT 
59620. Let them know exactly 
what you think. 

In addition, get your name on 
the mailing list to receive the final 
EIS, development-oriented though 
it may be. Write Kootenai National 
Forest, Bob Thompson, 506 High- 
way 2 West, Libby, MT 59923. 
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Earth First! Foundation Alive and Well Letters continued from page 3 


Things are looking up at the EF! Foundation. After a period of lean times 
during which we were unable to fund many of the worthwhile projects 
submitted to us, we're up and running again. We have a renewed commit- 
ment to vigorous fundraising and sending help to projects of an educational 
nature devoted to getting across the message of ecocentrism. Our admin- 
istrative costs are much lower than similar organizations, typically eight 
percent or less of our total contributions. 

We're able to provide a tax deduction for contributors who file a US tax 
return. If you need a deduction, your contribution to any Earth First! 
educational activity (including the new journal) should be sent to us. It may 
be either unrestricted or earmarked for a specific project. We'll see that it 
gets where it's needed. If you're unconcerned about tax deductions, your 
contribution may of course be sent directly to the beneficiary. 

Current Board members: 

Ed Grumbine, Santa Cruz, CA (president) 

Dave Parks, San Francisco, CA (vice-president) 

Bill Devall, Trinidad, CA (secretary) 

Mike Roselle, Washington, DC (acting treasurer) 

Daniel Conner, Missoula, MT (legal counsel) 

Trudy Frisk, Kamloops, BC 
Richard Grossman, Sommerville, MA 
Randy Hayes, San Francisco, CA 

Myra Noss of Corvallis, OR, is our administrative support. We meet 
every month or two by conference call, and face-to-face every year or so at 
a suitable location. 

Our 1990 Annual Report is in the works and our 1989 report is yours for 
the asking. Send donations and project proposals to: EF! Foundation, POB 
1683, Corvallis, OR 97339, or call Myra at 503-752-7639. If you want to 
submit a proposal and haven't done so before, ask for a copy of our proposal 
guidelines. 

—Daniel Conner 



Dear Shit For Brains, 

Those of us who piss and moan 
about the presence of livestock on 
public lands, and/or work toward 
the elimination of those hooved 
locusts from public lands, and yet 
still eat beef or mutton, are being 
deadly hypocritical. One need not 
be a scholar of economics to un- 
derstand that our consumeristic 
practices lends power to whatever 
industry's goods we purchase! 

I am not speaking as an animal 
rights advocate (though I under- 
stand all and accept some of those 
arguments). It's much bigger than 
that; it's environmental wrongs! 
Livestock grazing presently may well 
be the most ecologically destructive 
practice on North America, or for 
that matter on Earth. Besides, I'm 
not sure where I stand regarding the 
shooting of cows to expedite the 
goal of "cattle free by 93" (the point 
was well made that nothing, not 
even dead cows on the range, is 
wasted in nature). So, all you macho 
types need not fear that the bunny 
huggers syndrome is wrecking havoc 
on my perception here. 

Secondly, I don't limit this hy- 
pocrisy to eating livestock grazed 
bn public lands. Livestock ranchers 
on private lands are as much to 
blame for the continued demise of 
the wolf in northwest Montana as 
are public lands ranchers. And that's 
only one example of how private 
lands livestock operations are envi- 
ronmentally destructive. 

Next, I understand and ac- 
knowledge the importance of look- 


ing at the connection between eat- 
ing other types of animal products 
and environmental degradation. 
Likewise, I acknowledge the notion 
of eating lower on the food chain as 
a means of helping alleviate some of 
the environmental pressure our 
over-population has created under- 
standably, both of these could be 
fuel for the fire. However, I was, and 
am here, choosing to only focus on 
the negative impacts free ranging 
livestock has on wild places and 
things. As a sole argument, It can 
confidently stand on its own four 
legs. 

And lastly, I acknowledge that I 
may be seen by others as guilty of 
my own accusations, as I myself am 
battling a love of dairy products and 
leather hiking boots. No doubt that 
my screaming outward is also, to 
some degree, a screaming inward. 

So why share all this? It is a 
challenge to us all to look at our 
habits. 1 love EFiers for our idealism, 
and I'm not asking anyone to be too 
reasonable or perfect. Hell, hypoc- 
risy runs rampant in our culture, 
and I'm as guilty as anyone else. But 
the anti-livestock grazing advocate 
who still eats beef or mutton touches 
a real special nerve in me. This is 
one situation where a person's love 
for, and thus unwillingness to give 
up, a habit so intimately connected 
to environmental destruction can- 
not be overlooked merely because s/ 
he speaks out against that particular 
destruction. 

For a bit of perspective (should 
you not yet be convinced that you 


Paint Balloon Inflator 


Design: The paint balloon inflator is a simple-to-make and easy- 
to-use tool. Made of common materials, it operates on compressed 
air. Using a closed vessel, air is forced into one opening. The liquid 
(paint, dye) in the vessel is pushed out into the waiting balloon. 
Use: Now what can you do with a balloon full of paint? 
Assembly: Gather the following items: 

One quart jar — you need the lid too! 

Plastic straw 

Two automotive tire valve stems,any length — any automotive 

outlet should have them. Don't pay more than $ 1.25 a piece. 

Silicon glue or caulk 

A tool to make two 1/2" or so holes in the jar lid (drill, spike, 

round file, metalcutter, whatever) 

Make two holes in the jar lid so that the tire valves fit snugly in 
them; don't make the holes too big. Be sure to make the holes far 
enough away from the center so that the lid still screws on. Once 
the valves are in the lid tightly, take the valve core (the air valve in 
the rubber stem) out counterclockwise of one valve stem only. 

Cut the straw so it will barely reach the bottom of the jar from 
the lid, and insert it into the coreless valve stem. Get your silicon 
and glue the straw in place. While you're getting your fingers 
messy, smear some silicon between the stems and bottom of the 
lid. Let it dry a while, say 15-20 minutes. 

Now screw the lid on the jar. Does it still fit? It needs to be 
airtight. Now take the test: Take the lid off, fill the jar with water 
(for test purposes only). Put the lid back on. Hook air source to the 
valve stem with the core still in and try to inflate the jar. Water 
should stream out of coreless stem. Good job! Empty water, fill 
with paint, put balloon on exit stem and inflate and enjoy. ... Use 
thinned down water-based paint. Oil base paint may eat balloons 
up or shorten their lifespans. 

—the Mad Artist 
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quart jar lid 



two valve stem in jar lid 
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jar lid tried on jar 
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filled jar of thinned-down water base paint, 
oil base may eat balloons up or shorten their 
lifespans. 
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should give up eating dead cow or 
sheep), ask yourself the following 
question. Would you feel comfort- 
able about owning a redwood deck 
just because you attended Redwood 
Summer, or would you be comfort- 
able in a pair of stonewashed jeans 
while occupying a bulldozer at the 
Jemez pumice mine? Food for 
thought... 

—Tom Skeele, Bozeman, MT 
Dear SFB, 

You guys need to quit worrying 
about the FBI and get back to the 
forest. 

I'm sorry to see the old journal 
go and I'm totally against EF! doing 
anything but working to help the 
earth. Forget social justice — if we 
do right by the earth, we'll be doing 
the social justice thing too. If there's 
no earth, social justice is dead any- 
way. 

Let's get back to the basics. 

— Gil Hayes, Memphis, Tennessee 

Hi, folx. Can't wait to see the 
new EF! Journal. After eleven of my 
submissions (100%) to the old edi- 
torial junta were rejected for publi- 
cation, I gave up trying. For me, the 
Journal was a sometimes useful, yet 
non-partidpatory, discouraging 
and lopsided voice of the EF! 
movement. While everyone I or- 
ganize with claims to disdain 
heterosexism, radsm, sexism and 
dassism, the Journal— until the 
dear-as-mud discussion of late — 
offered no apology for those par- 
ticular glaring shortcomings. 

I hope to see the new Journal 
take some measures to maintain it- 
self as a representative voice of this 
diverse movement and not become 
the monoculture of one sectarian 
point of view. Even though the 
latter is more effident, and a lot 
easier. To that end, I hope to see a 
dear explanation of the process for 
choosing and rotating the editorial 
coliedive. 

Will we have editorial elec- 
tions? Can the readership impeach 
editors? Will a variety of ethnic, 
sodo-economic, international etc. 
points of view be represented by the 
editorial board? These are serious 
concerns. 

No longer can the resistance to 
the Empire — that necrophiliac so- 
dety which seeks to replace all life 
with accumulated profit and toxic 
refuse — be adequately represented 
solely by straight, white, middle 
and upper class, educationally 
privileged, usually male, U.S. dti- 
zens. The Earth First! movement 
has grown beyond that. 

We can no longer with straight 
faces discuss returning to sustain- 
able lifestyles without consulting 
the indigenous elders who yet sur- 
vive, and listening to their voices. 
We can no longer speak to African 
concerns without appealing to the 
indigenous peoples of that conti- 
nent, to hear their concerns about 
their habitat. 

We are growing out of our ar- 
rogant Eurocentric androcentrism 
and into a fuller, deeper 
biocentrism. I applaud that growth. 
But I'd like to see it happen faster. 
We cannot win on behalf of all life 
without opening our eyes to the 
beautiful diversity of life both 
within and outside the human spe- 
des. 

I would love to see the Journal 
fadlitate a continuing discussion of 
practical democratic (decentral- 


ized) process in our movement and 
of outreach to other resistance 
movements. I happily offer my ad- 
dress as the mailing address of a 
dearing house on EF! process & 
outreach concerns. I will be glad to 
collate and organize the material — 
suggestions, experience, concerns, 
critiques from EF!ers nationwide 
and internationally into a coherent 
column or columns for the Journal. 

[Viva La Vida! 

— Nixie, 2261 Market St #432, 

SF, CA 94114 

Dear Earth First!ers 

In the December issue you ran 
an artide on the fight between ac- 
tivists defending a grizzly habitat 
and American Express who plans on 
building a ski resort in the San Juan 
Mountains. "East Fork." It sounds 
like the people organizing in behalf 
of the wilderness are catching an 
awful lot of shit for their troubles. 

Boycotts are good but I would T . T - r . i 

think that most of us Earth Firstiers Why 1 am not a Misanthrope 

don't deal with American Express ' r 

cards anyway. However there is an JUDI BARI 
easy and fun little agitation we can 

do to assist getting a message along In the last EF! Journal (Yule, 1990), Chris Manes responds to the question 

to the money people at Express. "Why are you a misanthrope?" by saying "Why aren't you one?" After all, 

One can pick up American Ex- humans have a 10,000 year history of massacres, wars, ecodde, holocaust, 

press card applications almost any- etc., so the burden of proof is on us non-misanthropes, 
where. They are prepaid so you 1 would like to respond to Manes' challenge, and my answer has 

don't need a stamp. Simply write nothing to do with humanism, anthropocentrism, or the belief that 

on the inside from something like humans are a "higher" life form. Unlike Murray Bookchin, I reject that 

"stop East Fork" of "save the claim from the git-go. I believe in biocentrism, and think that all life forms 

grizzly's" or whatever your imagi- are equal. I agree that human population is totally out of control. And I am 

nation comes up with and mail a as appalled as any misanthrope at the havoc that humans have wreaked on 

couple each day to American Express. the natural world. 

I do it for P.E.T.A. all the time. It's But I disagree with Manes' conclusion that the problem is "human- 

fun! They get thousands of mes- kind." You cannot blame the destruction of the earth on, for example, the 
sages against the ski resort and get ^Quiche tribes of Guatemala or the Penan of Malaysia. These people have 
to pay for it to boot. lived in harmony with the earth for 10,000 years. The only way you could 

So Y'all reading this, go pick up identify the earth's destroyers as "humankind" would be to exempt such 

a bunch of applications today. people from the category of "human." Otherwise you would have to admit 

— Skvdoud. Mansfield OH that it is not humans-as-a-spedes, but the way certain humans live, that is , 

destroying the earth. " 

Dear SFB, Manes briefly acknowledges that these ecologically sound human 

Please tell Margaret Hayes that cultures exist, but he dismisses them as trivial because "the fact is most of 

we here in the Wild Rockies appre- the world mow mimics our dissolute ways." This statement completely 

date a dty slicker from the Gross ignores the manner in which "most of the world" was forced to abandon 

Apple spreading the word about the their indigenous cultures or be destroyed. You cannot equate the slave and 

Wild Rockies National Land Act the slave-master. Only after massacres, torture, ecodde and other unspeak- 

(WRNLA). It's gonna take folks able brutality did the peoples of the world acquiesce to the conquering 

from all over this over developed hordes with their culture of greed and destruction, 

continent we've invaded showing Technocratic man, with his linear view of the world, tends to see tribal 
support for a five state, multi eco- sodeties as earlier, less evolved forms of his own sodety, rather than as 

system wilderness proposal to get it alternative, simultaneously existing methods of living on the earth. The 

to become law (one of the few laws presumption is that, given time, these cultures would somehow be cor- 

I can live with). However, the fol- rupted like ours. But there is no evidence whatsoever that these andent 

lowing is something Ms. Hayes ne- dvilizations would have changed without our violent intervention. So it is 

gleded to share with us. not humans, but industrial-technocratic societies, that are destroying the 

In a recent meeting here in the earth. 

heart of the Wild Rockies, it was In the same manner that misanthropy blames all humans for the crimes 

pointed out that letters to two of the industrial/technocratic sodety, so does it blame all humans for the 

people in particular would be a wise crimes of men. The list of atrodties for which Manes condemns the human 

investment of our time. They are race — massacres, wars, ecodde, holocaust — are not the work of women. 

Representative Bruce Vento (D-MN; Of course a few women can be found and paraded out who partidpate in the 



National Parks and Public Lands male power structure. But by and large, throughout history, wars and 

Subcommittee Chair-occupant) atrodties have been the territory of men. And the sodeties that engage in 

and Senator Dale Bumpers (D-AR; 4hem have been run by men, in the interest of men, and against the interests ,v 

Public Lands, National Parks and j of women. By categorizing as "human" traits which are actually male, i 

Forests Subcommittee Chair-occu- I misanthropes are being androcenttic^male-ceQtered) instead of biocentric | 

pant). These two "gentlemen" j (life-centered) as they claim to be5 yVandana Sheev^ of the Chipko move- r 

could kill this pup before it even i ment in India put it best. She said the problem is not humans. It is white,/ y 
gets out of subcommittee (should it 1 technocratic men who are destroying the earth. * J 

get that far), and they need to hear So misanthropy is not a form of humility, as Chris Manes says. It is a > 
from all of us. Vento and Bumpers form of arrogance. By blaming the entire human spedes for the crimes of \ 

have little to lose at home politi- 4¥hit^>technocratic men, Manes conveniently avoids an y real analysis o f 

cally by supporting a wilderness bill vvho is res ponsib le-fo ^ the de^ t h of the planet . Not surprisingly, Manes 

in a far away region like the Wild Himself is amemiBerofthe group that most benefits from our consumptive 

Rockies. Letters from you would be J sodety — privileged white urban men. 

espedally valuable if you live in If the purpose of philosophy is just to play mind games, then misan- 
either MN or AR, as no politidan thropy can be seen as provocative or entidng. But if the purpose of 

wants to look bad in the eyes of her/ philosophy is to help u s analyze the crisis we are in so that we can try to find 

his voting constituents. Get the solutions^nisanthropy fails, ^preserves the status quo by refusing to ) 

pidure!?! Write to them at US distinguish~between oppressor aruTOppressed. / it goes agairtst One oi the j 

House of Reps; DC 20515 and US -basic instincts of all life forms, preservation ot the spedes. And, without ^ 

Senate; DC 20510 (respedively). contributing anything of value to an analysis of the problem, it alienates us rf 

Let's keep the Wild Rockies wild! from the people we need to work with to bring about change — people \ 

For All Things Wild And Free, whose ideas are grounded in reality and experience, not in college text— 


— Scott Toby Bedder 


books. 


Page 25 Earth Firstl Feb 2, 1991 


l 



Barbie Dolls 


The big news in Oregon these 
days is that Barbie has joined the 
ranks of the environmentalists. A 
Mattel Toys commercial featured 
the ageless plastic doll asking her 
admirers how to make the world a 
better place. She suggested that we 
"keep the trees from falling, keep 
the eagles soaring." 

Didn't know the old gal had it 
in her? Neither did the Oregon 
Lands Coalition, a logging group 
which charged that Mattel and 
Barbie had pandered to a move- 
ment out to shut down "the engines 
of this country" and had exposed 
children to the "preservationists' 


radical agenda." 

In the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem, loggers are taking a 
swing at another Barbie - 
Yellowstone National Park's Super- 
intendent. They are taking issue 
with the "Vision for a Greater 
Yellowstone," an unimaginative 
document developed by the agen- 
cies responsible for protecting the 
GYE. Claiming that the Vision Plan 
serves only the preservationists, 
loggers are blasting Barbee for 
backing the study. We EFIers in the 
GYE aren't surprised at all by 
Barbee's involvement in the Vision 
Plan. He's always been a real doll. 
— AP, Bozeman Chronicle 




Gila NF Citizens to Regulate Freddies? 


The citizens of Catron County 
near the Gila National Forest in 
New Mexico are hopping mad, and 
by golly, they aren't gonna take it 
anymore! No longer will they stand 
idly by while timber harvests are cut 
back because of the southern spot- 
ted owl. Reductions of livestock 
grazing permits because of a multi- 
year drought will no longer be ac- 
cepted meekly and without resolve. 
Those preservationist Freddies had 
better watch out, because Catron 
County has passed ORDINANCES 
Regarding USFS Regulation of pub- 
lic lands permittees WHICH WILL 
hold the USFS at fault if they ever 
impose cut-backs, restrictions, or 
alterations in a permittee's lease w/ 
out first giving them careful and 
considered notice. The ordinances 
would also eliminate any fault at 
the hands of permittees, should 


they find themselves in violation of 
said regulations. 

For the time being, the ordi- 
nances remain a paper barrage, one 
which local Forest Service officials 
are ignoring. But if and when 
Catron County citizens TRY TO 
UTILIZE their new rules in the battle 
over Section A of the Rangeland 
Improvement Act, the USFS may 
have to take legal action. 

Should you care to share your 
opinions, write to John Baldwin, 
Ranger Sub-staff, Gila National For- 
est Office, Reserve, New Mexico, 
87830. To receive your very own 
copy of what may be the first at- 
tempt to pass local laws on federal 
land, call the Catron County Clerk, 
505-533-6400, and ask for the 
newly-passed ordinances on Forest 
Service land. 


Extinct Species Act? 


Endangered Species... 

ACT! 


The Inspector General of the Department of 
the Interior found that the federal government's 
species protection program is so mismanaged 
that hundreds of species face extinction without 
any Federal effort to conserve them. According 
to the report, 34 species have gone extinct since 
1980 without even being listed. The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service estimates that an additional 600 
known and 3000 probable endangered or 
threatened species should also be listed. The 
report dtes money (!?!) as the culprit, estimating 
that $4.6 billion would be necessary to carry out 
the mandate of the Endangered Species Act. 
(Eliminating the cut and roadbuilding on public 
lands would recoup these funds many times over 
while offering maximum protection at no 
cost....) 

— Appalachian EF! 



Do it now. 

Do it always. 

But join us the last week of March 
as we act together. 

We will speak for the vanishing ones. 
We will make their cries heard. 

Humans aare killing the innocent 
wild things 
— to extinction — 

Humans with names and addresses 
are doing it out of greed, 

Others are doing it out of ignorance. 


Eco-rapers buy out Fish and Wildlife Service 


US Fish and Wildlife Service will permit an 
experimental "round-up" of 100-500 Stephen's 
kangaroo rats, an animal listed under the ESA. 
The kangaroo rat would otherwise prevent feder- 
ally-sponsored development from destroying its 
habitat in southern California. Relocated kanga- 
roo rats will of course be monitored to see if they 
re-establish themselves in the new areas. If FWS 
deems the experiment (termed a "habitat con- 
servation plan" or HCP) successful, we can expect 
housing developers, pipeline companies and dam 
builders to propose additional relocations of the 
species. 

Already California's administrative "success" 
in getting FWS to agree to relocate the Stephen's 
kangaroo rat has spawned a similar proposal in 
Nevada. The Moj ave populations of desert tortoise 
were listed as threatened in April 1990, after FWS 
was threatened with litigation. The listing action 
has affected real estate speculation and housing 
development around Las Vegas, which is sur- 
rounded by high-quality tortoise habitat. FWS is 


now considering an HCP to trade development of 
federally-owned tortoise habitat in the Las Vegas 
area for potential habitat "improvements" on 
BLM land in other parts of Nevada. 

Jasper Carlton, coordinator of the EF! 
Biodiversity Project says "no HCP has ever led to 
the recovery of any endangered species in the 
wild... allowing economic and political consid- 
erations to preclude the mandated recovery of an 
endangered species. . . is illegal under the En- 
dangered Species Act ." 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Regarding the ESA, HCPs 
in general and the Stephen's kangaroo rat, write 
John Turner, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Washington, DC, 20240. Regarding the tortoise 
and development of lands around Las Vegas, you 
can write Bill Radke, Office of Endangered Species, 
BLM, Washington, DC 20240. EF!ers living in the 
affected area should contact the Austin Texas 
group for their expertise on HCPs and protection 
of endangered species. 

— Arizona EF! 


Help us educate. 

Help us act. 

If you can feel their pain, 
Help them... 

Call (505) 873-0299 
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Environmental 
Assessment of ADC 

Usually when the Animal 
Damage Control (ADC) program 
requests permission to slaughter 
wildlife on land administered by 
one of its fellow federal agencies, 
the obliging Freddies give the go- 
ahead without making much ado. 
But this year, for the first time since 
1982, the bureaucrats at the 
Beaverhead National Forest have 
decided to consider the impact of 
ADC's war on the wild. Citing local 
concern and national controversy 
as reasons necessitating further 
consideration, they are preparing 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) 
on ADC activities in their neck of 
the woods. A draft of the EA is now 
on the desk of the Forest Supervisor 
(not a place I'd like to spend much 
time). 

Unless it is revised, the EA will 
present three alternatives: 

1) No action, no critter control 
(Huzzah!) 

2) Allow ADC to do "preventative 
control", making the range safe for 
livestock prior to their arrival this 
summer, prioritizing non-lethal 
control but also authorizing lethal 
means such as culling, shooting, 
aerial hunting, trapping, and snar- 
ing. 

3) Allow ADC only to respond to 
confirmed losses (dead livestock). 

If everything goes smoothly for 
ADC, the Freds will put the EA out, 
take a little public comment, select 
alternative 2, and the Animal 
Death Corps thugs could be out 
killing as early as April. To make 
their road a little rockier, get a copy 
of the EA and tell them what you 

think. If you don't want to wade 
through the bureaucratic bullshit, 
just tell them you support no con- 
trol and no restrictions on wildlife. 
Write to: Supervisor, Beaverhead 
National Forest, 610 N. Montana, 
Dillon, MT 59725 

New Sagebrush 
Rebels 

They're back.. .and even though 
supporters claim no connection to 
the Sagebrush Rebellion of the sev- 
enties and early eighties, the agenda 
of the Western Public Lands Users, 
Western State Caucus, People for the 
West, The Center for the Defense of 
Free Enterprise, and other so-called 
"wise-use" or "multiple-use" groups 
is just as scary and unhealthy as is 
ever was. 

In addition to their traditionally 
slimy techniques (a December 
meeting in Las Vegas was closed to 
reporters) and worn-out slogans 
("People who want public lands kept 
open for public use"), these coali- 
tions of ranchers, miners, lobbyists, 
industry, and high-level state gov- 
ernment figures have been able to 
develop such an active constituency 
they have been able to affect na- 
tional television and introduce out- 
rageous legislation. In September of 
1 990, they were organized enough to 
convince all of the sponsors for Ted 
Turner's documentary "Rage Over 
Trees" to pull their support. (Turner 
aired the show anyway, at a loss of 
$100,000). Senator Steve Symms of 
Idaho has sponsored a measure 
channeling a portion of gasoline tax 
dollars into ORV trail-building 
projects. Certainly, this is only the 


beginning (or re-energized continu- 
ation). 

The effectiveness of the newly- 
invigorated "multiple abuse" 
movement lies in the same field as 
the environmental movement: 
grassroots involvement and action. 
Group meetings are springing up all 
over the west, both in cities and in 
small towns. Rep. Morris Udall (D- 
AZ) calls it "sharing ignorance," but 
the meetings do serve to get people 
riled up against wilderness preser- 
vation. 

Don't let these unwise users 
speak for your community. Keep an 
eye on the "Local events" corner of 
your paper. Attend the meetings. 
Speak up for wilderness, or be a 
silent infiltrator, and act on the in- 
formation. In case you are not 
worried enough about this recycled 
evil oozing in from the far right, 
here's a partial list of "wise use" 
supporters (so go get 'em): Ameri- 
can Farm Bureau, National Rifle 
Association, Blue Ribbon Coalition, 
National Council for Environmen- 
tal Balance, Wilderness Impact Re- 
search Foundation, Mountain 
States Legal Foundation, Motor- 
cycle Industry Council, National 
Assoc, of Mining Districts, Exxon 
Co. USA, Senators Symms and 
McClure (Idaho), Thurmond 
(South Carolina), Helms (North 
Carolina), Stevens (Alaska), and 
Rep. Bums (Montana). 

(Bozeman Chronicle, San Francisco 
Examiner) 

Drilling 

In an internal memo leaked to 
the press, titled "Proposed Strategy 
for Mitigating Persian Gulf Situa- 
tion," the Forest Service discussed 
weakening the environmental re- 
view process for drilling on public 
lands, as well as the right of the 
public to comment and appeal, 
giving drilling "the same urgency 
and management attention as fire." 
The memo specifically mentions 
the North Slope (Alaska) and the 
Rocky Mountain Front in Montana. 

Badger-Two 
Medicine Oil 

The Lewis and Clark Natl. Forest 
in Montana has disclosed its intent 
to drill the Badger-Two Medicine 
area despite overwhelming public 
opposition. The Badger-Two Med., 
eastern extreme of the Wild 
Rockies, borders the Bob Marshall/ 
Glacier Natl Park complex and is 
sacred to the Blackfoot people. It is 
also critical habitat for wolves, griz, 
peregrine falcon, bald eagle and rare 
plant species. 

The Forest Service has pulled a 
"no jeopardy" and will trash the 
place, although it estimates there is 
less than one-half of a percent chance 
of finding a commercially viable 
well there. Contact Wild Rockies EF! 
for miore information. 

Black Bears 
Reclaim Missouri 
Habitat 

Over one hundred and forty 
years ago Missouri was home to a 
large number of black bears, specifi- 
cally in the Ozark region of the 
state. Habitat destruction due to 


overharvesting of the indigenous 
hardwoods led to the disappearance 
of this mammal. During June and 
July of 1990, the Missouri Depart- 
ment of Conservation received 
about 40 calls from the public re- 
porting sightings. It is estimated 
that between 20 to 25 bears are 
regaining their place In the 
bioregion. 

Black bears began reappearing 
in Missouri when bear populations 
in Arkansas began to increase fol- 
lowing that state's 1958 black bear 
stocking program. Some bears 
crossed over into Missouri and 
gained footholds in the state's 
southwest region. 

"There's a perception that bears are 
dangerous and present a problem to 
livestock," says Missouri Depart- 
ment of Conservation fur-bearer bi- 
ologist David Hamilton. "That's 
not true. They are shy and like 
seclusion. They don't think of hu- 
mans as a source of food [author's 
note: unfortunately] and they can 
adapt to people." 

— Yippin' Coyote 

Attila 

Strikes Greece 

The Greek periodical Nature and 
Ecology has bestowed, with great 
success, the 2nd Attila Anti-Prize 
upon the Public Electric Company 
(DEH). The Attila Anti-Prize is 
awarded to the person or organiza- 
tion, public or private, that was 
most responsible for the ravage of 
nature and the environment in 
Greece, and for the aggravation of 
the ecological crisis over the past 
year. 

About 30 members of the orga- 
nizing committee of EFAP, the 
Greek Antihunting Initiative, to- 
gether with a committee of resi- 
dents of Aliveri (a city which has 
suffered a lot at the hands of DEH), 
broke into the office of the governor 
of DEH, Mr. Gross, and handed him 
the anti-prize, which this year 
consisted of 10 kg of radioactive 
ashes from the DEH workshop in 
Aliveri and 70,000 signatures of 
people who protested against the 
construction of the dam in Valia 
Calda. 

Nominations and public voting 
for the third Attila Anti-Prize are 
already completed and the "win- 
ner" will be announced when he, 
she, or it receives the anti-prize in a 
public scoffing session. 

Korn Kob Pit 

The Korn Kob Mine is an open 
pit copper mine being proposed by 
A.F. Budge Mining, Ltd. on the East 
slope of the Santa Catalina Moun- 
tains in lovely Buehman Canyon. 
According to the mining company, 
the heap leach operation would 
cover about 100 acres, with the 
open pit itself covering about 60 
acres. Core samples taken from the 
site over the past ten months are 
currently being analyzed to deter- 
mine the economic feasibility of 
going into full production. We've 
heard that the preliminary results 
are favorable. 

Buehman Creek, just below the 
mine site, is a unique riparian area 
containing a gallery sycamore-cot- 
tonwood-willow forest, extensive 
multi-aged stands of saguaros and a 
rich diversity of plant and animal 
species. This vital riparian area 
contains a species of Leopard Frog 


which is already stressed and not 
doing well regionally. The Gila Top 
minnow was introduced into the 
perennial stretch of Buehman 
Creek in 1982, and the Desert 
Pupfish was introduced in 1989. 
Buehman Creek drains into the San 
Pedro just a few miles down from 
the mine site. 

Heap leaching is a 
hudrometallurgical process used for 
copper recovery from moderate to 
high grade ores. The process in- 
volves placing layers of ore in heaps 
and spraying it with a sulfuric acid 
leaching solution which then per- 
colates through the ore by gravity. 
This solution containing dissolved 
copper drains into a pond and is 
then pumped to the plant for metal 
recovery. The Korn Kob mine may 
include 4 heaps, 2 open pits, and 
one plant. Three of the heaps and 
one pit will be on Forest Service 
land. They expect to process 12 
million tons of ore over a 10-122 
year period. 

Potential problems and con- 
cerns include: contamination of the 
groundwater and Buehman Creek 
from mine wastes and overflowing 
of leaching ponds adverse affects to 
nearby springs and the Creek from 
groundwater pumping, compliance 
with water quality standards and 
NEPA, the adequacy of the recla- 
mation plan to restore wildlife 
habitat and scenic values, and the 
general impacts on the natural en- 
vironment, wildlife and scenic val- 
ues (the mine site is visible from the 
Guthrie Mountain Trail) while the 
mine is in production. 

—AZ. EF! 



(Meat is Murder) 


didja know? "Those all Ameri- 
can standbys — a thick steak, a juicy 
burger — are coming under attack 
as never before. Vegetarians, once 
a fairly passive population, have 
grown fangs. They've become out- 
spoken against the clogged arteries 
of a gluttonous nation, the massive 
exploitation of animals and the 
looming destruction of the envi- 
ronment. 

The National Cattlemen's Asso- 
ciation bristles at what it sees as a 
smear campaign." from USA Today, 
9/10/90. 

Nice Cups 

GALS! "A must for outdoor winter 
activities. Luxuriously soft, warm 
bra cup liners!! Specially treated 
BEAVER!" from an ad by Kosher (?) 
Inc., Greeley, CO., in a recent issue 
of the Trapper and Predator Caller. 
Git out them fangs, then. 
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A Howling from Texas to Alaska 


This is a look at issues facing wolves in five 
areas: two areas that I've never written about 
before and two that have only had slight cover- 
age. I chose to cover these four areas partly 
because the wolves there (or not yet there, as the 
case may be) need our help, and partly as a 
growing effort on my part to increase familiarity 
with the wolf-related issues across as much of the 
continent as possible. The fifth area, Alaska, 
though covered before, is included because of the 
urgency and timeliness of the information. So, 
consider this an unusual disgusting plea for help. 

I and the wolf advocates who work with WAN 
would be most appreciative of any and all in- 
formation that you come across regarding 
wolves. In particular, we're always interested in 
receiving articles, announcements and action 
alerts concerning wolves. WAN's financial re- 
sources are small (hint hint), and sometimes we 
don't hear about issues in time to do much about 
them. So, any time you can send WAN infor- 
mation, it will be a great help. We will know more 
than we did, and will be more able to react to the 
issue in a timely manner, and with a real strong 
punch. In the meantime.... 

Minnesota 

The word from Minnesota is that an an- 
nouncement may be coming soon in the Federal 
Register which would outline the exemption of 
some communities in northern Minnesota from 
Zone 1 guidelines of the Eastern Timber Wolf 
Draft Recovery Plan. Zone 1, as outlined by the 
recovery plan, is the area in Minnesota where 
complete protection should be afforded the 
wolf. Ron Ref snider, of the USFWS Region 3 
endangered species program, told me that the 
idea of exempting one or more communities 
from their present Zone 1 status is the result of a 
recent recovery team meeting/and that it is only 
one of many proposals and recommendations 
concerning possible exemptions presently in 
front of Regional Director James Gritman. 

Correcting Simple Oversights 

Refsnider said these proposals are an effort to 
"correct simple oversights" made by the recovery 
team in establishing the boundaries for various 
zones in Minnesota in the draft recovery plan 
(approval on the final plan is expected within a 
few months). There are five zones outlined in the 


plan. Zones 1-3 represent primary, or critical, 
wolf habitat, Zone 4 delineates a peripheral 
range, and Zone 5 is the rest of Minnesota where, 
as Refsnider put it, wolves shouldn't be and "are 
more trouble than they're worth." 

According to Refsnider, these simple over- 
sights were the inclusion of towns and other 
developed areas as part of Zone 1, and were done 
so for reasons of convenience. He listed three 
towns, Ely, Isabella and Winton, as likely can- 
didates for exemption. Refsnider said it is un- 
likely that wolves would wander the streets of 
Ely, the deduction being, though he never said it, 
that therefore Ely need not be considered part of 
the wolf's critical habitat. However, he was quick 
to add that no one knows if fewer or more towns, 
or areas extending outward from these three 
towns, will be included in an official proposal 
until the regional director makes his decision. 

What he did acknowledge was the fact that if 
these exemptions do occur, residents of those 
areas who lost "property" (namely dogs and 
livestock) to "problem wolves" could instigate 
"control measures" upon one or more wolves 
thought to be responsible for the crime of prop- 
erty damage. In plain English, this means that 
wolves could be killed in areas where they have 
been fully protected, and this ultimately means 
more dead wolves. In 1989, the good people at 
the Animal Damage Control program, under 
contract with the USFWS, killed 80 wolves under 
the same scenario. This number is likely to in- 
crease each year. Wolves are already subjected to 
these control measures in Zones 2 - 5, and the 
establishment of areas of exemption in Zone 1 
means more trouble for the already threatened 
population. 

Pay Backs Are A Bitch 

A bit of history might well lead you to see the 
age-old "you scratch my back and I'll scratch 
yours" phenomenon occurring here (though 
politics being what they are, nobody who knows 
is likely to say for sure). And again it involves the 
estimable L. David "wolf" Mech (seeEF! 1 1/1/89). 

There has been a strong, and successful, push 
(in which Mech was actively involved, and he is 
now the Vice Chair on the Board of Directors) for 
the creation of an International Wolf Center in 
Ely (known as the jumping off point for the 


BWCA and Quetico wilderness areas), and just 
last year the state of Minnesota appropriated $1.2 
million for the Center's construction. The prob- 
lem with this center is three-fold: 1) it will attract 
more people to an area where wolves have sur- 
vived because of the lack of humans; 2) the 
Center, among other concerns, is providing 
weekend programs in which participants are 
flown around on aerial "safaris" to watch wolves 
and howl in an effort to try and communicate 
with the "elusive creatures"; 3) this influx of 
people will add to the already damaging cumu- 
lative impacts upon wolves from snowmobile 
and ORV use, logging, mining, and the abomi- 
nable Animal Damage Control program which 
occur in the recovery area. 

Not so oddly, the state's head of finance and 
the state's chair of the appropriations committee 
( i.e two people involved in granting state ap- 
propriations) are both "Iron Range legislators," 
the area encompassing northeast Minnesota, of 
which Ely and all of Zone 1 are a part. Karlin Berg 
of HOWL, the most active and demanding of 
local groups trying to protect the wolves in the 
Northwoods, sees the legislators' support for the 
Center as a porkbarrel deal in the form of tourist 
dollars for their constituents. She feels that the 
state legislators helped pave the way for the 
appropriations more for the political gains made 
than for their love of wolves or wilderness (they 
opposed the creation of the BWCA). 

Berg, by stating that, "When you get money 
from the devil, you owe something," feels that 
the payback for this favor won't end with in- 
creased dollars for the community of Ely. She 
sees the USFWS's not-yet official proposal for area 
exemptions as another back-scratch for the 
Center's funding. And it seems to make sense. 
Locals don't like losing their domesticated "Fi- 
fi's" to their pets' wild cousins, and so Mech (who 
greatly benefitted from the state's funding, and 
who is a powerful mover and shaker within the 
Eastern Timber Wolf recovery team) and others 
may be returning the favor by pushing for ex- 
emptions. 

What You Can Do: 

These type of concessions are unfortunate 
reminders that the fate of the wolf is far more a 
political issue than one of biology. Thus, wolves 
need our support more than ever. Refsnider gave 
me no sense of when Regional Director Gritman 
might make a decision. If he decides in favor of 
any exemptions, a public comment period will 
follow an announcement in the Federal Register. 
There is no need to wait to tell Gritman how you 
feel about the potential exclusion of any area 
within the wolf's critical habitat from the total 
protection requirement. Write him at Federal 
Bldg, Ft. Snelling, Twin Cities, MN 55111. Also, 
write to the International Wolf Center (c/o 
Vermillion Community College, 1900 E Camp 
St., Ely, MN 55731) and tell them that the last 
thing wolves in the Northwoods need is an on- 
slaught of eco-tourism in the name of public 
education. 

Big Bend 

Big Bend National Park, located along the 
state's southwest border with Mexico, is named 
after the "big bend" in the Rio Grande. It en- 
compasses 775,346 acres, and is considered part 
of the Chihuahuan Desert. Ranging in habitats 
from desert to riparian to mountains reaching 
7,835 feet in elevation, Big Bend is home to over 
600 animal and more than 1,000 plant species. 
The diversity of the biological community found 
within its perimeter is one of the reasons why it 
has been selected as a World Biosphere Reserve. 

The Greater Big Bend 

Big Bend is bordered by another 327,638 
acres of state wild lands. These state lands include 
the Big Bend Ranch State Natural Area (215,000 
acres) and the Black Gap Wildlife Management 
Area (112,638 acres), which, along with the na- 
tional park, comprise the largest tract of public 
land in Texas. 
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Big Bend National Park Area. Source: National Park Service 


reintroduction, the reality is that under Section Statement for Management is out for review, and 
6(f) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) any state at present makes no mention of the potential for 

law that In effect prohibits the implementation re-establishing the Mexican Wolf in the park, 
of the ESA is void. The ESA supersedes all other 
wildlife regulations regarding a threatened or 
endangered species. The lesson behind this 
scenario is that the ESA is a powerful piece of 
legislation of which we should take full advan- 
tage. 

Within the past year the situation has im- 
proved dramatically, although we're a long way 
from seeing wolves in the wilds of Texas. But if 
things continue as they are, Big Bend will be the 
first area In Texas to be complemented with the 
return of Lobo. The Mexican Wolf Coalition of 
Texas deserves the credit for much of this mo- 
mentum. The Coalition has focused on ending 
what the group's president, Elizabeth Sizemore, 
calls a ping-pong game between the state and the 
feds regarding who's stopping who and who's 
responsible for what. The Coalition has also 
asked the USFWS and the NPS to initiate an EIS 
concerning the reintroduction of wolves to Big 
Bend. 

Although the state hasn't done an about face 
on their anti-wolf veto of 1986, it is now at least 
not resisting the idea. Ann Richards, the state's 
new governor, wrote a pre-election letter to the 
Coalition stating that she felt Texas needed a 
Parks and Wildlife Board that would focus on 
issues like preserving and propagating endan- 
gered species, as well as addressing the destruc- 
tion of their habitat (people in Texas should hold 
her accountable for this). Andrew Sansom, the 
new director of TPWD, told Sizemore that the 
Department wasn't standing in the way of the 
USFWS. He also said that he would like to hold 
a roundtable discussion on returning predators 
to the wilds of Texas sometime this spring. 

This leaves the impression, which has been 
the reality all along, that it's the federal agencies' 

(USFWS and NPS) responsibility to hang up the 
ping-pong paddle and get on with the recovery of 
the Mexican Wolf in Texas (and elsewhere). 

Unfortunately, $300,000 slated for conducting 
an EIS on wolf reintroduction at White Sands 
Missile Range (see EF! 9/22/90) and elsewhere in 
the southwest didn't make the cuts in this year's 
appropriations bill. Although the NPS says it is 
not opposed to wolves in Big Bend, it doesn't 
seem willing to initiate its own feasibility study. 

But now is a perfect time for it to do so. The Park's 


This acreage on the north side of the Rio 
Grande actually makes up less than half of the 
wild public lands in the Big Bend area. The Dead 
Horse Mountains, on the eastern edge of the 
park, is the northern extension of a mountain 
range complex that includes both the Sierra Del 
Carmen and the Sierra Fronteriza. These two 
Sierras are both south of the international border, 
and the Mexican government is considering 
them as part of a proposed national park. Al- 
though the boundaries of this proposed park are 
not definite, the park would encompass some- 
where in the vicinity of 1.2 million acres. They 
are separated from the public lands north of the 
border only by the Rio Grande, and these public 
lands together total over 2 million acres; the 
"Greater Big Bend" (or "Bigger Bend"). 

A wild area of this size is considerable room to 
allow for natural processes, which is much of the 
reason behind the smaller Big Bend National 
Park's wonderful diversity. However, both Big 
Bend's and the Greater Big Bend's inherent diver- 
sity is incomplete for lack of one of its top 
predators, the Mexican Wolf. The last confirmed 
sighting of a wolf in the region was in 1970, when 
two wolves were killed just north of the park. The 
park's characteristics comply with the criteria for 
recovery as laid out in the Mexican Wolf Recov- 
ery Plan, yet no real concerted effort has been 
made, until this past year, to re-establish wolves 
in the park, or anywhere in Texas for that matter. 

No More Ping Pong 

Much of this inertia was likely the result of 
resistance on the part of the state of Texas, whose 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) vetoed a 
USFWS proposal to study potential 
reintroduction sites in Texas in 1986. Unfortu- 
nately, the USFWS all too frequently considers 
state level opinions when deciding upon 
whether to pursue wolf reintroduction in an area, 
and has used the excuse that Texas isn't inter- 
ested in wolf recovery not to fulfill its mandate. 

Meanwhile, a Texas law that prohibits pri- 
vate individuals from releasing pet wolves into 
the wilds of the Lone Star State was misconstrued 
by some to mean that Texas had outlawed 
reintroduction efforts by anyone — thus why 
bother to pursue it? This legal misconception on 
the part of some wolf activists may have added to 
the abovementioned inertia. However, even if 
Texas had passed a law prohibiting wolf 


What You Can Do: 

Earth Firstlers and other no-compromise 
wolf advocates can do a lot right now not only to 
give this effort a big push, but also to help infuse 
it with more vision. We can begin with the 
question, "Why stop at the boundary of Big 
Bend?" As I mentioned before, the Park is bor- 
dered by a state park (Big Bend Ranch State 
Natural Area) one-third its size, and a wildlife 
management area (Black Gap Wildlife Manage- 
ment Area) one-sixth its size, and the mountains 
and surrounding lands that make up a proposed 
Mexican national park of up to 1.2 million acres. 
Each area has its own obstacles to overcome 
before it can be included as part of a viable 
recovery plan. 

Big Bend Ranch was recently bought by the 
state, and the TPWD is presently developing a 
management plan for the Natural Area which 
might include the allowance of livestock grazing. 
Residents of Texas ought to push the state to 
develop a management plan for Big Bend Ranch 
that places priority on natural processes, ex- 
cludes livestock grazing, and addresses the idea of 
working with Big Bend NP on wolf 
reintroduction in the Big Bend area. 

The Black Gap area is managed as a big game 
wildlife area, and the state presently kills 
mountain lions in an effort to protect the un- 
gulates (mostly white tail deer, mule deer, and 
the newly reintroduced bighorn sheep). Again, 
Texas residents should put pressure on the TPWD 
to change its management of Black Gap to allow 
the presence of mountain lions, and hopefully, 
in the near future, wolves. Send comments 
concerning Big Bend Ranch and Black Gap to 
Director Andrew Sansom, TPWD, 4200 Smith 
School Road, Austin, TX 778744. 

Most importantly, write to the Big Bend Su- 
perintendent Jim Carrico, and tell him to include 
plans for the return of the Mexican wolf in the 
development of the park's revised statement for 
management. Also, tell him to put pressure on 
the USFWS to begin an EIS concerning wolf 
reintroduction in the park, and to create a 
deadline by which the USFWS should have begun 
the EIS process. And while you're at it, write to 
the USFWS Regional Director in Region III (Mike 
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Spear, 500 Gold Ave, SW. Albuquerque, NM 
87 103) and tell him that, along with areas in New 
Mexico and Arizona, you support the return of 
wolves to the Big Bend area, and thus he ought to 
get on with it. Letters to your congressional 
delegates, as well as USFWS, asking for money to 
carry out an EIS are important. And lastly, please 
write to Mexico's president ( Presidente Carlos 
Salinas de Gortari, Palado National, Mexico, DF 
Mexico) in support of the national park proposal 
in the Mexican state of Coahuila. 

Washington 

It could be justifiably stated that the least 
manipulated free roaming wolf population in the 
US exists in and around the North Cascades of 
Washington. At present, there are two confirmed 
breeding dens, one in the Ross Lake National 
Recreation Area and the other in Okanogan Na- 
tional Forest (see EF! 9/21/90). There may be a 
third pack in the Glacier Peak Wilderness area, or 
one of the other packs may have moved south. 
No estimates exist of overall wolf numbers in 
Washington. 

Documentation of these wolves' return to 
their former range in the northcentral part of the 
state, presumably by migrating south from Brit- 
ish Columbia, has only occurred within the past 
nine months. Their return transpired without 
the assistance of any state or federal recovery 
plan, and without the piles and files of research 
and documentation and years of public process 
that the less fortunate Mexican, Red and nearby 
populations of Gray wolf have been subjected to. 
The little research and public process that has 
occurred with the wolf's return in mind has, at 
best, only affected them by affecting — for better 
or worse — the protection of their habitat. 

The Innocence Of Babes 

In many respects, these wolves represent the 
innocence of the newborn, in that they've not 
yet learned about the pain and control our civi- 
lized culture thrusts upon the wild ones. These 
wolves are unaware of, and seemingly unaffected 
by, all the ideals (mandated wolf restoration) and 
realities (the political ramifications of recovery 


plahs) we initiate because of our hope for their 
return. So far, these returning natives are most 
likely just going about their instinctual, preda- 
tory behaviors. 

And while it may be nice to spend time 
reveling in the fact that these wolves returned on 
their own, without the assistance or manipula- 
tion of our mighty recovery plans (frequently 
referred to by some as recovery prevention 
plans), basking in such ideal thought for too long 
will likely cause the very same wolves increased 
human-imposed pain and control. Such impo- 
sitions will affect their instinctual behaviors by 
teaching them to react to our imaginary recovery 
zone boundaries and very real control programs. 

At this point the innocence vanishes. These 
wolves, by the very nature of being wild, already 
have to deal with enough natural checks and 
balances, habitat loss, and poaching. The last 
thing these predators need are the additional 
constraints we humans will place upon them 
because we don’t want their renewed presence to 
threaten our livestock, kill off our big game, carry 
away our fondest pets, or limit our access to 
public lands. Therefore, wolf advocates need, 
starting now, directly to affect the process of 
establishing a recovery plan. For already much 
talk amidst the great wildlife managers of the not- 
so-real world has taken place concerning the 
issue of how to MANage these returning resi- 
dents. Now is the time to make ourselves heard 
about how not.to manage these wolves. 

The Lesser Of Two Evils 

In particular, both the USFWS and the 
Washington Department of Wildlife (WDW) 
have been discussing what sort of recovery plan 
they should adopt for the wolves in the North 
Cascades. Two possibilities have emerged. One 
idea, which is likely to be the official stance of the 
USFWS, is to amend the Northern Rocky Moun- 
tain Wolf Recovery Plan (NRMWRP) to include 
the North Cascades. The other strategy, which 
the state unofficially favors, would result in a 
separate recovery plan that could include far 
more than the North Cascades. Jeff Haaf of Fish 
and Wildlife Enhancement for the USFWS in 


Olympia told me that Region 6 (USFWS), because 
it is involved in the already existing NRMWRP, is 
technically the lead agency, and thus will make 
the decision about whether to amend the 
NRMWRP or create a separate plan. He said that 
this decision won't occur until the NRMWRP is 
up for review in 1992. 

While accepting the premise that any re- 
covery plan will outline management require- 
ments based on political considerations moreso 
than biological ones, the separate plan strategy is 
the lesser of two evils. And regardless of whether 
these wolves are to be managed under the 
NRMWRP or a separate document, all of the 
Cascades, the Olympics, the Selkirks and the 
Okanogan Highlands should be included as re- 
covery zones for the Gray Wolf. 

The USFWS will likely favor amending the 
NRMWRP to include the North Cascades, pre- 
sumably because it would place the management 
of wolves under the same recovery document 
according to genetic similarities (as has been 
done with the grizzly bear). This is idealistically 
pure, but the management strategies for these 
various populations should be different as both 
the ecological and political dynamics in the 
northwest are very different from the northern 
Rockies. 

The social and political climate in Washing- 
ton state is far more friendly toward the wolves 
than in the northern Rockies. For one, the 
number of livestock interests is significantly 
lower, and most of the ranchers are to the east of 
the Cascades. Secondly, the majority of the 
state's population and political power is located 
in urban areas on the west side of the range, and 
has thus far been receptive to the idea of more 
wolves. 

We ought to take full advantage of these 
differences. As I've mentioned before, the 
USFWS almost always lays undue importance 
upon the public and political opinion of the 
state(s) geographically affected by the wolf's re- 
turn. However, this is one situation where that 
may be a benefit for the wolf. It would be 
extremely detrimental for the wolves if our ef- 
forts to assist their recovery in the Evergreen State 
was connected to the quagmire that the 
NRMWRP continues to experience. Further- 
more, by connecting the North Cascades situa- 
tion to the NRMWRP, the likelihood of also 
including the Olympics, Okanogan Highlands 
and the Selkirks as recovery zones within that 
recovery plan is slim. 

The idea of including the Okanogan High- 
lands and the Selkirks in a recovery plan along 
with the Cascades and the Olympics, and not as 
part of the NRMWRP, may seem out of place. 
This may seem especially true given the present 
push for a new view of the Wild Rockies as a large 
bioregion, which under most geographic break- 
downs includes both the Selkirks and the 
Okanogan Highlands. And true enough, the 
Selkirks are part of a potential travel corridor for 
the natural wolf recolonization of Central Idaho 
from British Columbia. However, the Selkirks are 
not considered part of either of the two nearby 
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recovery zones in the NRMWRP. Besides, the 
likelihood of getting the Selkirks (and for that 
matter, the Okanogan Highlands) attached to a 
Cascades recovery plan is as good, if not better 
than, as having the NRMWRP amended to in- 
clude them. And lastly, it makes as much, if not 
more, sense for these two areas to be included 
with the Cascades and the Olympics, when 
considering the coordination of both species and 
habitat protection that should be pursued with 
British Columbia. 

Drugs And Dogs 

In the meantime, the USFWS wants to moni- 
tor the wolves' activities to establish their status 
and distribution as the first step in developing a 
management plan for the wolves. It is presently 
seeking funds to do so. This brings up two other 
concerns: the use of collars for research and the 
presence of dogs in the wolf's habitat. 

The WDW took full advantage of the wolf's 
return, and last summer asked for enough money 
to start a survey project. Those funds are allocated 
by the USFWS, and the allocations, particularly 
for grizzly research, have recently been one tenth 
to one sixth of what was asked for. The WDW has 
gestured that if it doesn't get enough money to do 
it right (regarding wolf research), it'll return the 
money and not do it at all. Some people feel that 
such a scenario would be a blessing, while others 
feel it would be bad for the wolves. 

There is something to be said for research, as 
it can help give clout behind efforts to protect the 
critter and its habitat. However, we should al- 
ways be concerned about both the type and 
amount of research. Should the WDW start up 
any type of wolf research in the Cascades, the 
Wolf Action Network and others are adamantly 
opposed to the use of transmission collars be- 
cause it entails drugging the wolves so that hu- 
mans can handle them. Mitch Friedman, of the 
Greater Ecosystem Alliance, feels that howling 
and camera-triggered bait stations are plenty 
sufficient. He said that the reason the bait sta- 
tions haven't worked for grizzly bear research is 
because there hasn't been enough of them, nor 
has there been adequate on-sight refrigeration 
for the bait, making it difficult to replace the bait. 

Dogs are another potential problem that 
should be addressed. They frequently are host to 
a disease called canine parvo virus, an infectious 
disease that can kill wolves by starvation. Parvo 
is one of three factors thought to be responsible 
for the decline in the numbers of wolves on Isle 
Royale in Lake Superior. There is a concern in the 
Cascades that both dogs in nearby campgrounds 
and those used as hounds for hunting may 
someday pass parvo onto these newly returned 
natives. Last summer, dogs were restricted from 
the Ross Lake National Recreation Area, and 
although I'm not sure if that restriction still 
stands, it is a good start. Dogs, both as pets and 
as hunting hounds, ought to be restricted from 
throughout the regions were their wild cousins 
now live. 

What You Can Do: 

All things considered, we ought to be sup- 
porting the WDW's stance. By the time you read 
this, the department, though it is presently 
waffling, may have already decided officially to 
support the idea of a separate plan. Either way, it 
would be a positive step to let them know you 
support the separate plan strategy. Write to 
Harriet Allen, Threatened and Endangered Spe- 
cies Coordinator (WDW, 600 N Capitol Way, 
Olympia, WA 98501). Also, tell her that the 
Olympics, the Okanogan Highlands and the 
Selkirks should be included in this plan. Ask her 
to put gobs of pressure on the USFWS to pursue a 
separate plan, especially considering the sensi- 
tivity that the feds have to the state's opinion. 
Also, tell her that although research could be 
beneficial for the wolf's return, you are opposed 
to the use of radio transmission collars. If the 
WDW wants to research the wolves, they should 
demand enough money to use only cameras and 
howling as a means of monitoring. 

Likewise, and even moreso, the USFWS needs 
to hear the same about any potential recovery 
plan, as it is the lead agency in the recovery effort. 
Write to Jim Michaels, Endangered Species Pro- 
gram, USFWS, 2625 Parkmount Lane, SW., Bldg 
B., Olympia, WA 98502. Include in your letter 


to him, if you feel this way, that the USFWS 
should come up with enough money to research 
properly, spending money on personnel and 
camera stations rather than fancy telemetry 
equipment. Also, ask him to push the other 
federal land management agencies in the Cas- 
cades to close off wolf-inhabited areas to their 
domesticated cousins. And lastly, tell him that 
any Steering Committee the USFWS establishes 
to work on a recovery plan should include at least 
one strong, non-agency wolf advocate (WAN's 
preference is someone from the Greater Ecosys- 
tem Alliance). And you may want to send copies 
of this letter to your congressional delegates, 
Secretary of the Interior Lujan, and USFWS Di- 
rector Turner. 



Colorado 

( This section was written by Michael Robinson. If you 
are interested in helping Colorado EFl's efforts for 
wolf recovery, contact Michael atPOB 12243 Boul- 
der, CO 80303) 

Depending on whom you ask, the last wild 
wolf in Colorado was killed in either 1943 or 
1970, although occasional unconfirmed 
sightings of wolves occur today. Wolf biology in 
Colorado is equally uncertain. The buffalo or 
plains wolf would have lived on the eastern 
plains of the state, although there is some ques- 
tion whether or not the buffalo wolf was actually 
a separate sub-species of the Mexican grey wolf. 
Nevertheless, any wolves returned to Colorado 
would almost certainly come from Canada or 
Montana, and any genetic differences between 
re-introduced wolves and the original ones 
would be minor. It is also possible that once 
wolves are returned to Yellowstone National 
Park, they could eventually re-colonize 
Wyoming's Wind River Range, and dispersers 
could find their ways to parts of Northern 
Colorado, such as the Mount Zirkel Wilderness. 
But these wolves would have a hard time estab- 
lishing packs in Colorado because of the severe 
mortality they would probably undergo at the 
hands of ranchers while crossing southern Wyo- 
ming 

Because it is not mentioned as a recovery area 
in plans written under the auspices of the En- 
dangered Species Act (ESA), Colorado is the only 
Rocky Mountain state that has not had a study 
done on the feasibility of wolf reintroduction. 
Nevertheless, several areas in Colorado appear to 
lend themselves to the possibility of returning 
wolves. In particular, and as others have written 
about in previous journals (seeEF! 12/21/90), EF! 
and other groups (particularly the Humane So- 
ciety of the United States) are pushing for the 
restoration of grizzly bears in the San Juans in SW 
Colorado. A complementary campaign to bring 
wolves back to the mountains of southwest 
Colorado would only add strength to these pro- 
predator efforts. x 

With around one and a half million roadless 
acres, including the 956,000-acre Weminuche 
roadless area, the San Juan mountains seem the 
most obvious place to return wolves. Rocky 
Mountain National Park, when linked together 
with the Arapahoe-Roosevelt National Forest, is 
another likely region. Although there is a dearth 
of low-elevation roadless country here, there is 
also very little livestock grazing. A 1976Colorado 
State University study written for a Master's the- 
sis concluded that a small wolf population could 


thrive here. Other possible areas are the Flat Tops 
Wilderness, the Uncompahgre Plateau along 
with adjacent desert canyons, the Sangre de 
Cristo range, and the Maroon Bells-Collegiate 
Peak area. Ideally, wolves would inhabit the 
entire Western (mountainous) part of the state 
with concentrations in wildlands strongholds. 
But until a biologically-based study is conducted, 
all talk of specific areas is speculative. 

Until recently, Colorado Earth First! was the 
only group promoting wolf reintroduction in the 
state. Now the National Wildlife Federation (the 
nation's largest and most conservative DC-based 
environmental group), through its local fund- 
raising affiliate National Wildlife Action (NWA), 
is also actively promoting wolf reintroduction. 
NWA is calling for the USFWS to conduct a study 
on the feasibility of reintroducing wolves in 
Colorado. 

What follows is a brief and speculative sum- 
mary of the political situation wolf 
reintroduction faces here. First, the state Divi- 
sion of Wildlife (DOW) officially opposes wolf 
reintroduction. Although DOW has no legal 
standing on the matter, its position carries a lot of 
weight with politicians and agencies. 

As for the USFWS, when EF! demanded 
reintroduction here, Regional Director Galen 
Buterbaugh flatly announced that there wasn't 
enough room in the state for wolves. Now with 
NWA's involvement, he and his boss John Turner 
say they are open to conducting a study, but 
don't have the funds. Nevertheless, no one ever 
witnessed USFWS administrators wetting their 
pants with excitement over the prospect of 
wolves in Colorado. 

Colorado's congressional delegation is 
evenly split along party lines, with four Demo- 
crats and four Republicans. All the Republicans 
are probably anti-wolf, given their records on 
other biodiversity issues. Unfortunately, Rep. 
Ben Nighthorse Campbell, a Democrat who 
represents virtually all the potential wolf habitat 
(including the San Juans), is also probably against 
wolves. Campbell is a rancher, and his con- 
gressional record is largely built on sticking up for 
livestock interests. He has announced he will 
retire in 1994, but any likely successor will 
probably be anti-wolf as well. 

Of the three other Democrats, Rep. Pat 
Schroeder has so far been negative about the 
issue, but given enough organizing on the issue 
within her Denver district, may be open to 
changing her position, as she has taken pro- 
biodiversity stands in the past. Rep. Davis Skaggs 
of Boulder seems somewhat open to wolf 
reintroduction, mainly because he has gotten the 
most letters from his constituents on the issue. 
His environmental aide has indicated some 
support for doing a study in Rocky Mountain 
National Park (which Skaggs' district partly cov- 
ers). Skaggs now sits on the House Appropriation 
Committee, from which the funds for such a 
study would come. Senator Tim Wirth, who may 
have presidential ambitions, has also indicated 
some openness to wolves in Colorado after wolf 
reintroduction is successful in Yellowstone. 

What You Can Do: 

If you live in Colorado, write your represen- 
tatives and both senators telling them you want 
wolves restored here. Also write Governor Roy 
Romer telling him his appointments to the DOW 
Commissions suck, and you want pro-wildlife/ 
pro-predator commissioners. Whether you live 
in or out of the state, write to Secretary of the 
Interior Lujan (Interior Dept. Bldg., 18th & C 
Streets, Washington D.C., 20240) and USFWS 
Regional Director Buterbaugh (USFWS Region 6, 
PO Box 25486, Denver Federal Center, Denver 
CO 80225) and tell them you want to see wolves 
in Colorado, and that the San Juans and Rocky 
Mountain National Park would be great places to 
start. Tell them you support the NWA's request 
for a reintroduction feasibility study. Remind 
them that wolf recovery is mandated by a FED- 
ERAL act, and that local opposition should be 
ignored in light of nationwide interest. Also, 
write to Sen. Tim Wirth, Rep. Davis Skaggs, and 
Rep. Ben Nighthorse Campbell (US Senate, DC 
20510 and House, DC 20515, respectively). Tell 
them that people all over the country would love 
to have wolves back in Colorado, and that they 
ought to be pushing for it. 
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WOLF PRINTS TO BENEFIT 
WOLF ACTION NETWORK 



Jean Drescher, known for her drawing which adorned 
the cover of the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, has donated full- 
color, 20" by 24" lithographs of this wolf to help the Wolf 
Action Network. For a donation of one hundred dollars 
or more, you will receive a print while providing a major 
contribution to the Network's efforts for reintroduction 
and/ or protection of wolf populations all across North 
America. 

EF! Wolf Action Network 
POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 


Alaska 

(This secton was written by Michael Lewis of Alaska 
EF! For more information, write to POB 670647, 
Chugiak, AK 99567.) 

Alaska is the only area in the United States 
where wolves can be legally hunted and trapped. 
Wolves are classified both as a big game animal 
and as a predator by state regulation, a situation 
which has caused considerable confusion when 
dealing with issues of wolf control versus wolf 
management. 

With wolves classified as a big game animal, 
wolf hunting and trapping is governed by the 
Alaska Board of Game, which meets once a year 
to set bag limits, season openings and closings 
and to determine the need for state legislative 
changes. Members of the Game Board are ap- 
pointed by the Governor and are traditionally 
weighted to favor hunting and trapping inter- 
ests. 

Trapping in Alaska took $ 2 million in raw furs 
in 1989-90, a decline from $6 million in 1984, 
with $175,000 of that total associated with wolf 
furs. All wolf pelts taken in Alaska must be sealed 
and checked by state Fish and Game officers and 
no unsealed furs are allowed to be sold or ex- 
ported. Approximately 800 wolves per year are 
taken from combined hunting and trapping, 
with perhaps an additional unaccounted 100 
wolves killed and used on a subsistence level in 
native villages. The price for wolf pelts has been 
steadily declining over the last seven years, pre- 
sumably as a result of growing awareness of wolf 
issues and of the rapidly increasing anti-fur 
movement. 

Wolf hunting is a much more controversial 
subject in the state, mainly as a result of the 
continuation by the Game Board of the practice 
of same-day aerial wolf hunting. Hunting any 
animal using an airplane is regulated by the 
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federal Airborne Hunting Act, which prohibits: 

1. Shooting any bird, fish, or other animal 
while flying in an aircraft. 

2. Harassment of any bird, fish, or other 
animal with an aircraft. 

3. Participating in any of the above activities. 

Harassment is defined as "to disturb, worry, 

molest, rally, concentrate, harry, chase, drive, 
herd or torment." 

Same-day aerial wolf hunting, commonly 
referred to as "land and shoot" hunting, occurs 
when the hunter uses an airplane to spot wolves 
on the ground, lands the plane in their vicinity, 
and jumps out of the plane to shoot the wolves. 
Land and shoot hunting is an extremely efficient 
way of hunting wolves; most hunters admit that 
it is the only practical means of hunting wolves 
in the expanse of the Alaskan wilderness. Trap- 
ping and ground based hunting have little im- 
pact on wolf populations. 

Since wolf hunting occurs over thousands of 
square miles of wilderness, most people admit 
that the regulations of the Airborne Hunting Act 
are frequently and flagrantly violated. Recently 
a prominent Anchorage doctor was convicted of 
hunting wolves by using his airplane to herd 
wolves onto open frozen lakes, chasing them to 
exhaustion, then landing and shooting the im- 
mobilized animals. He received the maximum 
monetary fine of $5,000 and confiscation of his 
guns, airplane and all wolf pelts and carcasses in 
his possession. Although this case received wide- 
spread publicity, it was an all too uncommon 
prosecution of a common practice. It is also 
widely assumed that many wolves are shot di- 
rectly from planes, a practice that leaves no 
evidence for discovery when the carcass is sealed 
and checked by game officials. 

Recently a US Fish and Wildlife enforcement 
official admitted in public that 90% of same-day 


aerial wolf hunting in Alaska is illegal, primarily 
due to the anti-harassment clause of the regula- 
tion. It is virtually impossible to fly over and land 
near a wolf pack in open country without causing 
the animal to change their normal behavior. This 
qualifies as harassment and is illegal. But with 
only nine Federal agents in all of Alaska, en- 
forcement is practically impossible. 

In addition to legal considerations, same-day 
aerial wolf hunting has biological implications 
for the future of wolf populations. Same-day 
aerial hunting is an indiscriminate form of 
hunting that relies on chance encounters with 
wolves in the wild. As such, it serves to break 
down pack integrity and social order, as well as 
adversely affecting normal behavior of the survi- 
vors. Wolves in areas where same-day aerial 
hunting occurs are increasingly wary of air- 
planes, and even distant flights by benign ob- 
servers create a condition of harassment, dis- 
rupting hunting and social activities. 

A further controversial aspect of same-day 
aerial wolf hunting involves its use as a de facto 
wolf control program permitted by the state and 
conducted by the public. Bowing to popular 
opposition, there has been no formal wolf con- 
trol program conducted by the state since 1983, 
and in 1988 Then-Governor Cowper vowed that 
no state money would be allocated for wolf 
control. However, due to the "efficient" nature 
of same-day aerial wolf hunting, even in its 
strictly legal sense, it has been continued as a 
legal hunting practice in areas of the state where 
hunters have pressured for wolf control as a 
means of increasing caribou and moose num- 
bers. At the November, 1989 Game Board hear- 
ing, areas where land and shoot hunting is per- 
mitted were increased to include 1 1 of the state's 
26 hunting areas, despite overwhelming public 
testimony calling for a ban on the practice alto- 
gether. Game Board members were accused of 
using land and shoot hunting as a substitute for 
the politically unacceptable practice of state 
funded wolf control, and, although the allega- 
tions were denied, aerial hunting in these areas 
does effectively decrease the wolf's population. 

In order to deflect the growing controversy 
over wolf hunting from the Game Board public 
hearing process, the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game (ADF&G), Division of Wildlife Man- 
agement created the Alaska Wolf Management 
Planning Team to study the issues and make 
recommendations concerning the regulation of 
wolf hunting and trapping in Alaska, with special 
emphasis on the practice of same-day aerial wolf 
hunting. The Wolf Management Team is a 12 
member body, consisting of three hunter/trap- 
pers, a "sportsman," a fur buyer, two environ- 
mentalists, two members of local Fish and Game 
Committees, an education specialist, a wolf en- 
thusiast (ex-member of the Game Board), and the 
Deputy Director of the Division of Wildlife 
Conservation. 

Although the Wolf Management Team was 
formed to take some of the heat of publicity horn 
the Game Board, Team members do welcome 
public comment and will consider input from the 
public when they make their recommendations. 
They are particularly interested in hearing from 
people who have experience with wolves and 
wolf hunting in the wild, especially dealing with 
airborne wolf hunting. Comments can be sent to 
ADF&G or directly to Connie Lewis, Facilitator 
for the Planning Team. Verbal public testimony 
will be heard in Anchorage, March 8-10, and in 
Fairbanks, March 21-23 (Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game, Attn.: Dale Kalmoos, 333 Rasp- 
berry RD., Anchorage, AK 99501 & Alaska Wolf 
Management Planning Team, Attn.: Connie 
Lewis, Facilitator, 4764 Mills Dr, Anchorage, AK 
99508). 
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Will the Ruby Be Cattle Free? 


By George Wuerthner 


The Sheridan District of the 
Beaverhead National Forest in 
southwestern Montana (just over 
the hill from the site of the 1990 
Round River Rendezvous) has just 
completed its draft EIS on the Upper 
Ruby Cattle Allotment. New direc- 
tions for public lands grazing may 
result if activists get involved in this 
particular allotment decision. It is 
under scrutiny from Congress as a 
result of the political connections 
of the livestock industry, so you can 
bet the Forest Service is under in- 
tense pressure to maintain the sta- 
tus quo. The ramifications may af- 
fect grazing on all federal lands. 

Background 

The 43,000 acre Upper Ruby 
Allotment is one of the largest 
livestock allotments on the 
Beaverhead National Forest. It is 
grazed by ten permittees, most of 
whom are worth millions. One 
permittee is the Von Trapp family of 
Vermont (Sound of Music Fame) 
and another ranch is owned by an 
insurance company. These people 
do not need subsidized public for- 
age. 

The last allotment manage- 
ment plan was completed in 1970 
(the FS is supposed to redo them 
every ten years). At that time the FS 
sprayed much of the upper Ruby 
with the herbicide 2,4-D to eradi- 
cate sagebrush. Forage for cattle 
increased temporarily as a result 
because grasses replaced sagebrush. 
However, overstocking of livestock 
and fire suppression have allowed 
the sagebrush to reestablish itself, 
resulting in less forage. Unfortu- 
nately, cattle numbers have not 
been reduced accordingly. 

In addition, when the allot- 
ment was mapped in 1970, 27,860 
acres were rated as primary range 
and the stocking rate was based 
upon this assumption. In other 
words they suggested that all these 
acres would be grazed by livestock 
when in fact much of it is too steep 
or too far from water to be used by 
livestock at all. In reality the 
number of cattle permitted to use 
the allotment is far in excess of the 
carrying capacity of the land. 

Overgrazing has severely dam- 
aged riparian areas on the Upper 
Ruby allotment. The Forest Service 
estimates that 70% are in poor to 
fair condition — which means they 
are trashed. Willow and aspen 
populations have plummeted and 
excess sedimentation in the Ruby 
River continues to degrade the 
river's fisheries. Seeps, springs and 
wet meadows are trampled to a 
pulp. 

Controversy has surrounded 
management of the Upper Ruby as 
range activists have pressured the 
Forest Service to do something 
about livestock damage while 
ranchers have resisted any reduc- 
tions or changes in season of use. As 
a result of the Sheridan District's 
committment to a livestock reduc- 
tion, at least three petitions have 
been circulated to remove the Dis- 
trict Ranger, and his life has been 
threatened. Some local range ac- 
tivists and their families have also 
been threatened with various froms 
of untimely demise. 


Forest Service Response 

Despite the political pressure, 
the Forest Service, to the credit of 
the Sheridan Ranger District Staff 
and some good people in the 
Supervisor's Office, is trying to im- 
prove management of these lands. 
The Draft EIS has lots of room for 
improvement, but it's still the best 
thing the Forest Service has ever 
done in assessing a range allotment, 
and it contains some federal agency 
firsts. For example, there is a No 
Grazing alternative and the docu- 
ment includes an economic analy- 
sis of the various alternatives 

The preferred alternative pro- 
poses a mere 44% reduction in 
cattle numbers. This is still a star- 
tling move by the Forest Service and 
quite a reduction given the political 
climate. However, it also proposes 
building 27 miles of fence, 16 water 
developments, plus improving the 
Upper Ruby River Road. These de- 
velopments will cost over a million 
dollars. Over the next ten years, the 
Forest Service will only receive 
$ 1 28,000 dollars from permittees in 
grazing fees. Of this $128,000, half 
automatically goes back to the For- 
est Service to build range develop- 
ments that directly benefit the per- 
mittees, so the net income to the 
U.S. treasury is effectively half of 
this number or $64,000. This al- 
ternative does require a reduction 
in cattle numbers, but changes the 
adjacent Mt. Carey Cattle Allot- 
ment to sheep use to appease the 
ranchers by increasing the amount 
of AUMs still available to livestock 
grazing. 

My Forest Service moles tell me 
that the Sheridan District staff rec- 
ommended alternative D, which 
would have reduced cattle by 56%. 
It would have brought about re- 
covery of most riparian zones 
within ten years. Alternative D was 
rejected because it was not consid- 
ered politically feasible. 

The No Grazing Alternative was 
not given serious consideration. 
The Forest Plan said the area could 
be grazed, although the Forest Plan 
never questioned whether grazing 
made any economic or ecological 
sense. But since the Plan did not 
preclude grazing, the forest service 
now maintains that some grazing 
must be permitted. The No Grazing 
alternative was the only alternative 
that had a positive net public eco- 
nomic value (estimated to be over 
$300,000) primarily because there 
were no administrative, monitor- 
ing, fencing, or other costs. Wildlife 
numbers would increase resulting 
in a higher net value to the public, 
defined primarily as better hunting. 
Even so, this glowing economic 
evaluation of the benefits for local 
humans was not enough to sway 
the Forest Service. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

It is essential that activists re- 
spond to this grazing plan. It could 
set standards for many future range 
allotment management plans. 
Please take a moment to write the 
Supervisor, Beaverhead National 
Forest, 610 N. Montana, Dillon, MT 
59725 and ask for a copy of their 
Draft EIS. The comment period 
ends March 4. If you don't have the 
time to get the Draft EIS or don't 
want to wade through it, please at 


least write the Beaverhead Forest 
and make the following points: 

1) Thank them for attempting to 
correct a long standing problem. 
Give some encouragement. The 
Sheridan District staff has taken 
some real beatings from the local 
people and they deserve a pat on the 
back for trying to do their job. 

2) Suggest that the No Grazing al- 
ternative be given more serious 
consideration. It brings about ri- 
parian habitat improvements most 
quickly and at the least cost. It is the 
only one that makes a net economic 
return. Emphasize that these are 
national lands and should be man- 
aged for the national good and for 
biological diversity. They are no to 
be managed to provide subsidies to 
local ranchers. 

3) Suggest that all pastures or allot- 
ments where no use is presently 
occurring (such as the Mount Carey 
allotment) should be closed per- 
manently. 

4) Question why the Upper Ruby 
Road should be improved merely to 
facilitate livestock transportation. 
Improvement of the road will also 
result in more recreational use, a 
portion of which may not be that 
bad because people won't tolerate 
the grazing impacts they see. Un- 
fortunately, it will also bring addi- 
tional hunter pressure which could 
impact local game herds. Ask them 
to consider the impacts to wildlife 
of greater and easier access. 

5) Ask the Forest Service to provide 
a rationale why the public should 
have to spend more than a MIL- 
LION DOLLARS to protect its lands 
from the abuse of private livestock 
when eliminating all grazing would 
provide greater net public benefits 
at little or no expense. 

6) Suggest that all alternatives ex- 
cept the No Grazing alternative re- 
quire extensive monitoring to en- 
sure compliance with standards. 
Therefore in all other alternatives 
grazing should be conditional upon 
adequate funding for monitoring. 
No monitoring funds, no grazing! 

7) Ask the Forest Service to quantify 
or at least analyze the additional 
ecological and economic costs as- 
sociated with livestock grazing 
which include: a) greater down- 
stream flooding due to watershed 
degradation resulting from live- 
stock grazing; b) loss of late season 
water flows due to riparian damage 
and first order springs, seeps, and 
wet meadows; c) degradation of 
fisheries due to water quality prob- 
lems; d) the loss in biological di- 
versity including impacts on insects 
(butterflies), small mammals, and 
song birds; e) effects on recreation 
values such as the sense of wide 
open space caused by fencing, 
spring development, and range de- 
velopment; f) displacement of wild- 
life due to the presence of livestock 
- elk for example avoid areas used by 
cattle; g) impacts of predator con- 
trol done in the name of livestock 
protection (a grizzly was killed 
within six miles of this allotment in 
1984 because it had eaten a few 
sheep; coyotes are killed regularly; 
and four black bears were killed last 
year alone); h) top soil lost as a result 
of livestock grazing; i) the delays ip 
the recovery of beaver and the 
sulting impacts tp all the wildlife 
that benefit from beaver ponds. 


Butano 
Buzzed Again 

So you thought Maxxam Cor- 
poration would be satisfied once 
they cut the last of California's red- 
wood old growth? Think again. 

Not content to let the forests 
attempt to heal themselves after 
stripping the giant trees away, 
Maxxam is going into some areas 
two or three times to pull out what- 
ever remaining bits of fiber they can 
get their hands on. 

One spot scheduled to be axed 
for the third time is wedged be- 
tween Butano and Pescadero State 
Parks, where Maxxam minion Big 
Creek Lumber has its eyes on some 
30-40 year old redwoods struggling 
to gain a foothold amidst the stumps 
and pampas grass. 

After greasing through a Timber 
Harvest Plan and holding a miserable 
excuse of a public hearing, Big Creek/ 
Maxxam is set to start cutting in 
February unless a last minute legal 
effort by the Sierra Club bears fruit. 

Harvest of this struggling forest 
will likely drop tree densities below 
legal limits, although loopholes in 
tree counting techniques will 
probably let Maxxam skate by. 
Cutting this area will also muddy 
critical bird and fish habitat in 
Pescadero Marsh with approxi- 
mately 900 cubic yards of silt, and 
degrade habitat of the sensitive 
marbled murrelet. 

Pissed off? Then write to: 

Harold Walt 

Director, CA Dept Forestry 

1416 9th St. #1505 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Complain about: 

1) The cutting of immature forests. 

2) The siltation of Pescadero marsh. 

3) The degradation of marbled 
murrelet habitat. 

—Karen DeBraal 

Griz 

in New Mexico... 

Grizzly bears in the Gila??? You 
didn't know? Well, they were there, 
up until 1933. Now it seems they 
may never be there again, unless we 
all write letters before Feb. 4, 1991. 

"Oh no, not another letter..." 
— I know that's what you're 
thinking, but I swear I wouldn't ask 
if it wasn't important this time. 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service 
has come out with their draft 
Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan [see K. 
Hammer's article, Yule '90], and it 
seems that they forgot to include 
the Gila as a reintroduction site. I'm 
sure this was just a silly oversight on 
their part, so we should all kindly 
remind them, soon. The areas they 
did include are the Selkirk, Glacier 
National Park, the Bitterroot, 
Cabinet/Yaak, Yellowstone, the 
North Cascades and the Northern 
Continental Divide, and they're 
thinking about the San Juans in 
Colorado (see article about AmEx 
ski resort, Yule '90 — if they get that 
ski resort built quick enough they 
won't have to consider the San 
Juans anymore). For a copy of the 
whole fat draft, write to Chris 
Servheen, USFWS, NatSci 312, 
UofMT, Missoula, MT 59812. 
(406)329-3223. That's the same 
address to send your letter. Please 
folks, do if now, for the Great Bear. 

—New Mexico EF! 
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Darwin 


ESCHEW 

SURPLUSAGE 


HUNT COWS 
-NOT BEARS 


HUNTERS: 

Did a cow get your elk? 


I’d Rather lie 

Mon key wrenching 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON’T BECOME ONE 


NATIVE 


RESCUE THE 
RAINFOREST 


RESIST MUCH 
OBEY LITTLE 


SAVE 

THE YELLOWSTONE 

k GRIZZLY A 


STOP 

CLEARCUTTING 


STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 


Ai ISIOJ 


THINK GLOBALLY 
ACT LOCALLY 


NOT 

COWS 


POWER 
TO YOU 


BUMPERSTICKERS 

Unless otherwise indicated, our bumperstickers are green lettering on long 
lasting white vinyl and are $1 postpaid. -Starred bumperstickers are multi- 
colored with designs and are $1.25 postpaid. 

ANOTHER MORMON 
ON DRUGS 


DAMN THE CORPS 
' NOT RIVERS 


V1FQFRT RAPED DEVELOPERS GO 

UCdCm tlHrCti BUILD IN HELL! 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 


Trinkets 
6 Snake Oil 


SILENT AGITATORS 


CHEAP BUMPERSTICKERS! 

These bumperstickers are printed on cheap paper (very 
difficult to remove) and come at special quantity dis- 
counts. Have some fun and spread the word! 


PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 
WELFARE RANCHING 


SI per dozen 


CLEARCUTTING 


IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS 
SMALL AS MINE, YOU’D NEED 
A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO. 

$5 per dozen 


Fun to stick anywhere — bar bathrooms, Freddie offices, trail 
registers . . . wherever the evil ones need to know that we are 
about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
fj defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 
for $1.25 postpaid. 




ANTI-GRAZING 

A grazing cow and barbed wire with the universal "no" slash, and 
the words "Free Our Public Lands!" and "Stop Destructive Welfare 
Ranching End Public Lands Livestock Grazing." 1 5/8 inch diameter 
circles. 30 for $1.25 postpaid. 


Coora la Anil-Earth COORS 

coora Is Anti-Labor” 1 Spread the word on these villains. Black words on green stickers. 
BDYCOTT COORS 2x3 lnch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 postpaid. 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with "Earth First!" in green on 1 5/ 
8 inch diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 postpaid. 

WINDOW STICKERS 

EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist with the words "EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in black with "universal no" red slash and 
circle. Words: Free Our Public Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching End 
Public Lands Livestock Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl circle. 6 for $1 
postpaid. 
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This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in stock. 
All prices are postpaid. We will publish more extensive descriptions of the merchandise in a future 
issue. For information on ordering books, contact Ned Ludd Books, POB 5141 , Tucson, AZ 
85703, 602-628-9610. 

T-SHIRTS 

All shirts are 100% cotton unless otherwise noted and are available in S, M, L, & XL. 

Don’t Tread On Me. Watermelon (all sizes), Tan (S only). $13. 

Mother Grzzly and Cub. Light blue (short sleeve, S & M only, $13; long sleeve, S, M, & XL, $16). 
American Canyon Frog. Gray (S, M, & XL). $12. 

The Cracking of Glen Canyon Damn. Tan (M &L), light blue (L & XL). $5. Gitriduvem sale. 
Defend the Wilderness. Black (short sleeve, all sizes, $1 0; long sleeve $1 3). 

Earth First! Red (all sizes), green (all sizes). $10. 

Tools. Light blue (S & M), silver (M, L, & XL), tan (S & M). $10. 

Free the Earth. Teal (all sizes), fuschia (S only), orchid (all sizes). $12. 



PATCHES 

Earth First! $3.50 
Earth Police $3.00 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each unless otherwise noted. 

Another Mormon On Drugs 
Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Raper 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($5/doz) 

Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out Of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 

Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I’d Rather be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker Was As Small As Mine, 
You’d Need a Muscle Wagen, Too 
Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
Muir Power To You ($1 .25) 

Native ($1.25) 

Nature Bats Last 

Oil and Bears Don’t Mix 

Rescue the Rainforest 

Resist Much, Obey Little 

Save the Yellowstone Grizzly 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, $5/doz) 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves - Not Cows 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $1 0 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primera! The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows $1 0 
Dakota Sid Clifford ...For the Birds $10 
Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in Montana $9 
Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Inquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $1 0 
Katie Lee Colorado River Songs $ 1 0 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $ 11 
Mokai Clearcut Case of the Blues $9 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $9 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $9 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8.50 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $1 0 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
John Seed, Bahloo, & Friends Earth First! $9 
John Seed Deep Ecology $tQ 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $1 1 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $1 1 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin’ Ball Waldeck $1 0 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 
Various Only One Earth $12 






WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$1 
No Cows 6/$1 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Earth First! Fist 30/$1 .25 
No Cows 30/$1 .25 
Boycott Coors 10/$1 .25 
Tools 30/$ 1 .25 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time)’. Please 
use a subscription form wnen sending in a subscription. 


Trinket Description 


Color 


Amount 



WILD WIND RECORDS 

Bo* 477 

Big Sky, MT 597TS 
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Lou Gold Show 

Listed below are dates and 
places where Lou Gold will pre- 
senting his slide show, "Lessons 
from the Ancient Forest: Earth 
Wisdom and Political Activism." 
For general information on the 
show in your area, call the number 
listed below. For general questions 
about Lou, contact Beth at the 
Siskiyou Regional Education 
Project, (503) 249-2958. Locations 
without a contact number are un- 
confirmed. 

Feb 1 Bristol, TN 615-878-7184 

4 Huntsville, AL 205-773-4369 

5 Lighthouse Point, FL 305-781-9598 

6 Melbourne, FL 

8 Tallahassee, FL 904-224-6782 
11-12 Atlanta, GA 404-297-9977 

13 Dallas, TX 214-360-0833 

14 Dallas, TX 214-388-8671 (Michaux) 

19 Houston, TX 713-529-8038 

20 Monroe, LA 318-396-3994 

21 New Orleans, LA 504-891-8866 
24 New Orleans, LA 504-34S-1085 

Mar 5 Skagit, WA 206-724-3404 
6 Olympia, WA 206-754-1876 

8 Public Interest Law Conf., Eugene, OR 

503-346-3828 

9 Easton, PA 215-250-1996 

11 Ithaca, NY 607-253-0623 

12 Binghamton, NY 607-687-5722 

13 Carlisle, PA 

20 Harrisburg, PA 

21 Pittsburgh, PA 412-682-0986 
23 Pittsburgh, PA 412-241-1903 

26 Columbia, MD 301-964-4906 

27 Baltimore, MD 

Apr 17 Rockford, IL 815-335-2915 
18 Oshkosh, W1 414-424-1144 

21 Washington, DC 202-667-5 ISO 

22 Decorah, IA 319-873-3736 

23 Iowa City, IA 

24 Ames, IA 

25 Bowling Green, OH 
May 13-17 Alaska 

24-26 National Forest Reform Powwow, 
Angel Fire, NM 505-982-9656 



MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 


/concerned singles NEWSLETTERS 

' links compatible singles who ca're about 1 
ihe earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 

V Box 555-B, Stockbrldge, MA 01262.^/ 
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Recycled Paper 

We offer recycled notecards, 
gift wrap, and stationery, as 
well as a full line of office 
papers. Choose the most 
environmentally sound pape 
for your needs. Unbleached 
and high post-consumer waste 
content papers, too. Send for 
your free catalog today! 

Karth Care Paper Inc. 

PO Box 14140, Dept. 615 
Madison, WI 53714 (608) 277-2900 


Now available on cassette: 



-0 


[ENVIF 

I0NMI 

NGSF 

ENTAL] 


KIDS 

A 



(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 


At night 
They Howl 
at the Noon 


Includes: I Am an Animal - We Don't Want to Live in 
the Zoo • Lay Down Your Whopper, Baby • We re All 
Dead Ducks • Their Brains Were Small and They Died ■ 
Mosquito Party • Have to Have a Habitat • Sea 
Shepherd • Willy the Wombat • Expanding Universe • 
Ho More Bunya Huts • The Tree • Soft Eyes, A Lullaby 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

Price per cassette $11, postpaid 
Reigning Records, PO Box 934, Latham, HY 12110 



T-SHIRTS 



Design by Canyon Frog 
100% Cotton Beefy-T 
Lt.Blue, Lt. Yellow, XL-L-M-S 
$12 Postage Paid 
Make Checks Payable To: 

RANCHING TASKFORCE 
POB 41652 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 



SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent • 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 


LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 


Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 




Name _ 
Address 
City 


.sState 






The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that • 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at. your address. 2 


HELP US HELP THEM 



Did you know... 

ALL SEVEN SPECIES of Sea Turtles 
are endangered or threatened! 


The most common products 
confiscated by U.S. Customs at 
our borders are Sea TYirtle products 
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Book Reviews 


The Emperor Wears No 
Clothes: The Authoritative 
Historical Record of the Can- 
nabis Plant, Hemp Prohibi- 
tion and How Marijuana 
Can Still Save the World 
by Jack Herer 

reviewed by KAREN DeBRAAL 

"Any environmentalist who 
doesn't get into the legalization of 
marijuana is insane!" - Jack Herer 

( Jack Herer believes hemp will 
I save the world and his book makes 
! an incredibly convincing case for it. 
! The Emperor Wears no Clothes is 17 
years worth of research on the his- 
tory and many uses of hemp. He 
covers ways to use hemp for medi- 
cine, food, fuel, fiber, paper, plastic 
replacement, how and why hemp 
became prohibited, who profits 
from keeping it prohibited, how we 
are going to bring that to an end and 
what you can do to speed up the 
process and profit from the coming 
I change. It is chock full o' references 
and footnotes for the sceptical. 

I went to a presentation by 
Herer laden with heavy cynicism. I 
knew hemp made some pretty good 
rope, but food and clothing? By the 
time I left the talk, new book in 
hand, I was converted. Heck — how 
could one be anything but? Our 
constitution was printed on the 
stuff! The history of hemp in this 
country makes, for some eye-open- 
ingreading: in 1619, America's first 
marijuana law was enacted at 
Jamestown colony, Virginia, order- 
ing all farmers to grow hemp seed. 
You could even be jailed for NOT 
growing Cannabis during several 
periods of shortage. From 1631 
until the early 1800's you could pay 
your taxes with and use hemp as 
money in America. Our Founding 
Fathers smoked and grew hemp, 
and Old Glory was made of hempen 
cloth. In 1942, after the Japanese 
invasion of the Philippines cut off 
the supply of Manilla Hemp, the US 
government lifted its controls on 
the killer weed and distributed 
400,000 lbs. of seeds to US farmers 
for the war effort until 1946. There 
is even a Department of Agriculture 
film (made in 1942) promoting the 
many wondrous uses of hemp. You 
can order videos of the film through 
Herer's book. 

According to US Dept, of Agri- 
culture Special Bulletin #404-1916, 
"One acre of Cannabis could re- 
place 4.1 acres of trees being cut 
down for paper, and hemp is a 
quickly renewable resource." And 
yet it is no real surprise that hemp 
became outlawed a year after a 
machine was developed to harvest 
and process it so it could compete 



commercially against businesses 
owned by the Hearsts, Duponts, 
and other powerfully rich families. 
The book describes in detail how 
the greedhead Hearsts and Duponts 
played major roles in outlawing 
hemp. 

I learned that the original Levis 
jeans were made of hemp. Ireland 
was known for its fine hempen lin- 
ens. And hemp, unlike cotton, 
needs no pesticides, is good for the 
soil, and ca n be gr owiL-virtuaHy 
anywhere in a ny type of soil . At 
HefeFs presentation, his claims of 
beautiful cloth made of hemp were 
backed up by the real thing: I saw 
soft, more durable than cotton (you 
could tell), shorts and shirts made 
by Stoned Wear, which are also 
available for purchase. You can 
order these practical outfits 
through his book. 

Besides fabric uses, hemp could 
be our main source of fuel. This 
country, with its gasoline addic- 
tion, wouldn't be going to war with 
Iraq if we used hemp for fuel. 
Ninety percent of all fossil fuel used 
in the world today can be and could 
have been long ago replaced with 
methane and methanol made from 
cellulose from Cannabis, corn 
stalks, and waste paper, at 10% of 
the current cost of oil and coal. 
Cellulose is a renewable resource 
and does not produce toxic by- 
product gases as do fossil fuels. 

Herer points out in his book 
how hemp seed oil was used for 
1000's of years for paint, varnish, 
and shellac. Now Dupont gives us 
petrochemicals instead. 

At one time marijuana seed was 
humankind's number one source of 
vegetable profelHT It was used in 
soups by virtually all peoples of the 
world until this century. Australia 
survived two prolonged famines in 
the 19th century by using nothing 
but marijuana seeds for protein and 
the leaves for roughage. Until 1937 
it was the world's #1 bird seed and 
sterilized hemp seeds were im- 
ported into the US until the 1970's. 

The book also includes exten- 
sive research into the medicinal 
uses of marijuana and some inter- 
esting information on banned re- 
search. Studies show that mari- 
juana would medically benefit 80% 
of all asthmatics, 90% of all glau- 
coma victims, 60% of epileptics, 
and most cancer patients suffering 
intense nausea from chemo- 
therapy. 

These are just a smattering of 
the facts disclosed in Herer's book. 
With 17 chapters, appendices, 
newspaper clippings, great graph- 
ics, order forms and a fine bibliogra- 
phy, it is both thorough and lots of 
fun. Herer is a man with a vision 
that needs to be seen and heard. His 
book is a must-read for all EF!ers 
(and Sierra Clubbers and anyone 
else with half a conscience or brain). 
And in the meantime, while we 
fight for legalization of the plant 
which will save the world, Qjerer^ 
Wro ngly encourages everyone to 
plant as much hemp as they can , 
Everywhere! go to it, eco-gue- 
rflla gardeners! ' , 

Yorrc anoidei th e book by send 
ing your check or money order fo 
$12.95 plus $2 shipping t< 
H.E.M.P., 5632 Van Nuys Blvd 
Suite 210, Van Nuys, CA 91401 


Revolutionary Letters by Diane di Prima 
reviewed by DAVID VERMONT 

"Come at once," my best friend wrote, "I have discovered poetry." I 
travelled 160 miles north through the remnants of old redwoods. One wall 
of her small room was crossed with butcher paper, lettered with an 
adaptation of Revolutionary Letter #49 (see page 11). She moved out of her 
room and Greg King moved in, and a year later, on the way up to the 
Okanogan , I stopped to see him. He was moving out now, and into the 
woods, and the bare room was empty save for a stuffed framepack, a jacket, 
the old bed, and the poem 

That the poem had been changed seemed strange to me at first. You 
wouldn't quickly take a pen to, say, Poe's " Annabelle Lee" or Carl Sandburg's 
Harvest Poems. But Diane di Prima's Revolutionary Letters can resonate like 
articulations of your own thoughts, so it seems fine to roll them around, 
change them; they are poems you can use. Some of the Letters are indeed 
almost utilitarian, giving shopping lists in preparation of industrial col- 
lapse, suggestions for hiding fugitives, reminders of the skills we need to 
acquire. 

There are seventy Revolutionary Letters in the current edition (available 
from City Lights Books, 261 Columbus Ave., SF, CA 94133) and a handful 
of other poems too, written between 1966 and 1978. TTiey place "the 
revolution" of those years as a struggle for much more than social change: 

REVOLUTIONARY LETTER #32 

not western civilization, but civilization itself 
is the disease which is eating us 

not the last five thousand years, but the last twenty thousand 
are the cancer 

not modern cities, but the city, not 
capitalism, but ism, art, religion, once they are 
separate enough to be seen and named, named art, named 
religion, once they are not 

simply the daily acts of life which bring the rain, bring bread, heal, bring 

the herds close enough to hunt, birth the children 

simply the acts of song, the acts of power, now lost 

to us these many years, not killing a few white men will bring 

back power, not ldlling all the white men, but killing 

the white man in each of us, killing the desire 

for brocade, for gold, for champagne brandy, which sends 

people out of the sun and out of their lives to create 

COMMODITY for our pleasure, what claim 

do we have, can we make, on another's time, another's 

life blood, show me 

a city which does not consume the air and water 

for miles around it, mohenjo-daro was a blot 

on the village culture of India, the cities of Egypt sucked 

the life of millions, show me 

an artifact of city which has the power 

as flesh has power, as spirit of man 

has power 

di Prima connects, in a way few others manage, people's individual 
spiritual and physical lives to their political situations and struggles and to 
their collective impact on and connection to the planet. From this context 
of connection she writes with a simple strength, and explores questions that 
are particularly relevant to us: How much can we afford to lose before we 
win? Are you prepared to hide someone in your home indefinitely, say, two 
to six weeks. . .? What do you want your kids to learn? How far back are we 
willing to go? Can you own land? Have you thought about the American 
aborigines who will inhabit the continent? 

Through the volume the poems move with the same sense of struggle 
and change which they discuss. Under them is a basis of honest inquiry and 
rootedness to the philosophical and geological constancy of the larger 
processes of the world. 

REVOLUTIONARY LETTER #50 

Machinery: extended hands of man 

doing man's work. Diverted rivers 

washing my clothes, diverted fire 

dancing in wires, making light 

and heat. To see it thus is to see it, even 

diverted rivers must resume their course, and fire 

consume, whatever name you call it. 

Diane di Prima writes of the struggle to restore equilibrium to the planet 
and to the diverse life on it. She consistently subverts anthropocentrism by 
writing of other species at the same level as people, locating the danger they 
are in as political and unacceptable. She identifies with the great majority 
of life which is abused by civilization, and gives us, in most of these poems, 
ideas and insights on how best to resist the industrial machine. Revolu- 
tionary letters are practical and inspirational at once, delightful and abso- 
lutely serious. They can serve as reminders, that we must change things, 
that it will not be easy, that caring for our own well-being is essential to this, 
that the struggle is for everything, and at all levels: 

REVOLUTIONARY LETTER #26 

'DOES THE END 

JUSTIFY THE MEANS?' this is 

process, there is no end, there are only 

means, each one 

had better justify itself. 

To whom? 
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Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the 
international Earth First! movement. It is divided into four 
sections: 1) National EF! offices in the United States; 2) 
International contacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 
4) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! group. 
If you are interested in becoming active with the Earth First! 
movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth Firstiers around the world. This directory is 
provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you would 
like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have address 
changes or corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 5176, 
Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a 
produce either an Earth First! newsletter or regular mailings 
for their area or issue. Contact them directly to receive their 
newsletter or otherwise be on their mailing list. 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 
Jasper Carlton POB 3132 
Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

EF! CONSENSUS TRAINING 
MB Nearing POB 344 
Kallspell, MT 59903 

EF! DIRECT ACTION FUND 
Karen Pickett POB 210 
Canyon, CA 94516 415-376-7329 

EF! ECO-VIDEOGRAPHE 
EF! GENETIC ALERT 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 415-601-5933 

EF! FOUNDATION 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE * 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 415-587-3356 

HUNT SABOTUERS 
Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 406-728-8114 

EF! NATIONAL HOTLINE 
415-647-9175 

EF! OCEAN-DOLPHIN TASK FORCE 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 415-376-7329 

EF! RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 5784 

Tucson, AZ 85703 602-578-3173 

EF! WOLF ACTION NETWORK * 
Tom Skeele POB 6733 
Bozeman, MT 59771 406-585-9607 

INTERNATIONAL EF! GROUPS 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 Australia 
phone: 066-21-85-05 

Marianne Heynemann 

PO Box 256 Mltchem, 3132 Australia 

Melbourne EF! GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria Australia 

CANADA 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson POB 48446 
Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 Canada 
604-688-SEAL 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053 Kamloops, BC Canada 
V2C 6H2 

OTTAWA 
EF! Ottawa 
Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S SH8 

EGYPT 

Desert Everywhere— Islamic EF! fir 
Cynical Tormentors 34, Salah El- 
Din, app. 4 

Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195 FAX: 202 2908792 
Telex: 23082 PBSLN UN 

ENGLAND 

EF! England 107 Manor Road, 
Hastings, 

East Sussex TN34 3LP England 
(0424)444048 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria, P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001, Kerala, India 
009-484-25435 


POLAND 

A. Janusz Korbel ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Blelsko-Blala Poland 

SCOTLAND 

Grant Collie c/o 11 Forth St. 
Edinburgh, Scotland UK 

Fearghuls McKay 4 York Rd. 
Edinburgh, Scotland UK 


LOCAL GROUPS 
ALASKA EF! * 

Michael Lewis POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 907-688-5619 

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! * 

Linda Wells POB 41652 
Tucson, AZ 85717 602-327-9973 

Cheryl Bashaw CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 602-523-3909 

Phoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri POB 8795 
Phoenix, AZ 85066 602-276-2849 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! 

Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 Davis, CA 95617 

Springvllle EF! 

Brian Eckert POB 784 
Springvllle, CA 93265 209-562-3092 

Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman POB 1475 
Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
209-223-2965 

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST! 

POB 4381 

N Hollywood, CA 91617 
818-906-6833 

Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 

Santa Ana, CA 92799 

ECOTOPIA EARTH FIRST! 
Northcoast California EF! * 

Mickey Dulas, Debbie Lucas POB 622 
Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
707-677-0683 

EF! Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey POB 34 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 
707-923-2108 

Laytonville EF! 

POB 372 

Laytonville, Ecotopia 95454 707- 
984-8263 

WUUtsEF! 

Judi Bari POB 656 
WUlits, Ecotopia 9S490 707-468- 
1660 

Ft. Bragg EF! 

Anna Marie Stenberg 707-961-0302 

Tom Cahill 707-964-0802 

POB 632, Ft Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 

Uldah EF! 

Betty Ball 106 West Standley 
Uldah, Ecotopia 95482 
707-468-1660 

Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis POB 7544 
Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
707-523-1229 

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST! * 

Claude Mathis POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 619-942-8069 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 
Canyon, CA 94516 415-376-7329 

Bay Area EF! Hotline 
415-824-3841 


Environmental Action Center 
San Francisco EF! POB 411233 
San Francisco, CA 94141 
415-647-9160 

Santa Cruz EF1 * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 408-425-8094 

Lifeweb POB 20803 

San Jose, CA 95160 408-289-1646 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! * 
Walkabout Newsletter POB 1166 
Boulder, CO 80306 

Scott Sala 1141 Emerson St 
Denver, CO 80218 303-831-6093 

Michael Robinson POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

Colorado Spgs/Manltou Springs EF! 
Becky Elder, Woody Elliott POB 861 
Manitou Springs, CO 80829 
719-685-4257 

Huerfano Valley EF! 

POB 663 

Redwing, CO 81066 

CONNECTICUT 
Trap Rock EF! 

POB 3856 Amity Station 
New Haven, CT 06525 

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! * 

POB 13864 

Gainesville, FL 32604 904-371-8166 

Big Bend EF! * 

MikeSchoelen POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 904-224-6782 

Everglades EF! * 

c/o Maria Quintana POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 305-662-9383 

HAWAII EARTH FIRST! 

c/o Paul Faulstich 1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 

ILLINOIS EARTH FIRST! 

Southern Illinois EF! POB 90 
Glen Carbon, IL 62034 618-692- 
3246 

Shawnee EF! 

Rene Cook RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
618-684-4332 

IOWA EARTH FIRST! 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 722 Westwlnds Dr. #3 
Iowa City, IA 52246 319-354-6674 

MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

Gary Lawless 

Gulf of Maine Books, 61 Main St 
Brunswick, ME 04011 207-729-5083 

MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EF! 

Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
301-855-2975 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF! * 
Madison EF! Dave Stall POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 608-249-2691 

Hank Bruse 235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
715-423-5636 

Minnesota EF! 

Kurt Seaberg Box 7448 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
612-722-5022 

Lakes Area EF! 

POB 202 Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 
218-829-6917 

Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 

Paul Rechten 7405 Shields Rd. 
Harvard, IL 60033 815-943-4178 

MISSOURI EARTH FIRST! 

Big River EF! — Midregion 
Rose Ritter 314-773-4708 
John Wallace 618-939-3697 
POB 63223, St. Louis, MO 63136 

Big River EF1/CURRENT * 

Orin Langelle POB 189 
Padflc, MO 63069 314-257-2437 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Glacial Erratic* 

Jamie Sayen RFD #1, Box 530 
North Stratford, NH 03590 
603-636-2952 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! * 

Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
505-873-0299 


Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Qulnn,Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 Tacs, NM 87571 
505-758-5550 

NEW YORK EARTH FIRST! 

Finger Lakes EF! 

Black Wolf POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion EF! 
Snaggletooth 1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
518-374-6592 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812, 

Huntington, NY 11743 
516-424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA EARTH FIRST! * 
Earth Liberation Front/EF! POB 171 
Alexander, NC 28701 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael fir Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, OH 43604 

Oberlin EF! 

Bill, Stu, Ashby, Wilder Box 40 
Oberlin, OH 44074 216-774-3194 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 

Stumptown EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 503-284-5849 

Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 

Eugene, OR 97440 503-343-7305 

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN 
WILDERNESS) * 

Buck Young Box 52A 
Bondville, VT 0S340 802-297-1022 

PENNSYLVANIA EF! 

ALLEMONG BIOREGION EF! 
Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Green sburg, PA 15601 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! * 

East Texas EF! 

Dave Burkart Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 713-592-7664 

EF! Out There 
POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 


VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 

Robert F. Mueller Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 703-885-6983 

Appalachian EF. ' 

Ernie Reed Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 804-361-9036 

Virginia Highlands EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest POB 40 
Goshen, VA 24439 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! 
GROUPS 

C.heetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 Olympia, WA 98S02 

Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dandng Nudl Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 


Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel POB 773 
Bellingham, WA 98227 

WILD ROCKIES EF! * 

Myron Twittermon POB 7891 
Missoula, MT 59807 406-728-5733 

North Fork EF! POB 271 
Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

Okanogan Highlands EF! POB 36 
Republic, WA 99166 

Yellowstone EFI 

Randall Restless Box 61 SI 

Bozeman, MT 59715 406-587-3356 

LOCAL CONTACTS 

ARIZONA 

Gristle POB 1525 Prescott, AZ 86302 

Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 Prescott, AZ 86304 

Student Environmental Network 
POB 2294 Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Chuck Swift POB 819 

Camarillo, CA 93011 805-484-4504 

Chico EF! POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 

Dave Wheeler POB 1398 
Sugarloaf, CA 92386 714-585-7160 


VERMONT EF! 

Mike Zwikdmaler POB 85 
Sharon, VT 05065 
ErikSohlberg 802-439-6266 


Seattle EF!/Washlngton EF!* 
George Draffan POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 


FLORIDA 

Pan c/o 1S07 Edgevale Rid. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 

GEORGIA 

Students Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

Paul Beck 3654 Old Ferry Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 404-855-6426 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 808-572-2546 
IDAHO 

I.A.O.T. POB1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 208-448-2504 

KENTUCKY 

Erik Dellahousay 455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordvllle, KY 42765 
502-531-6703 

MARYLAND/DC 
Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 

Baltimore, MD 21209 301-367-8855 

Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 

Columbia, MD 21045 301-596-3978 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Alan (Attlcus Finch) Goldblatt 

21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
617-628-2233 

Autonome Forum POB 366 
Wllliamstown, MA 01267 
413-597-6165 

MICHIGAN 

Val Salvo POB 02548 

Detroit, MI 48202 313-831-6800 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 
417-882-2947 

Alexandra Swarthout POB 101 
Ridgeway, MO 64481 

NEW MEXICO 
Hawk POB 661 
Angel Fire, NM 87710 

NEW YORK 

Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 
161 Hudson SL 

New York, NY 10013 212-966-5244 
OHIO 

Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian fir Theresa llagemann 
529 Riddle Rd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45220 
513-961-3660 

Clint Holley HI 
28410 S. Bridge Cir. 

Westlake, OH 44145 216-892-7891 

OREGON 

Kalmiopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Dave Hafer 

c/o Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 

Antoinette Dwinga 842 Library Ave. 
Carnegie, PA 15106 

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Joseph Allawos 99 St Philip St. #107 

Charleston, SC 29403 

TEXAS 

William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
512-342-2520 

WEST VIRGINIA 
Vince Packard * 

National Sacrifice Zone POB 65 
Myra, WV 25544 
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New MEXICO 




6AW“H FIRST! 


T-SHIRTS 

1 00% CoTToH ■ D6SI6M5 By LON E WOLF CIRCLES 



-Think li<£ a MOUNTAIN 
3-c»!pr* on p^ie yellow 4|i. f*u4 

/WAKE CHECKS PAYABLE To: gar AW f irst '• 

soeciFy size. C* m cxO JtA^4 


SILENT 

AGITATORS! 

on permanent crack ’n ’peel paper! 

CONDEMNED stickers-8'/2 x 2“ 

3 for $1 / 45 for $10! 

AGITATORS- 2 Vi x 37 5 for $1 / 35 for $5! 

CHICAGO EARTH FIRST! 

P.O. Box 6424, Evanston IL 60204 


“A LITTLE PURE 

WILDNESS 

IS THE ONE GREAT 
PRESENT WANT.” 

— John Muir 
EARTH FIRST! 

PO. Box 6424. Evanston 1L 60204 


BEWARE! 

THIS PRODUCT KILLS WEEDS. S 

IT ALSO KILLS 
TREES, BIRDS, 
DOGS & PEOPLE! 

Ytouktn't YOU like e nice unpoisoned 
planet ro the on? 


LET THERE BE 

WOLVES! j 

STOP THE SLAUGHTER! j 


LIES! 


TXKIU Hraii p* 


NOTHING BUT 

LIES! 


JUST SAY NO 
TO CEMENT! 
LONG LIVE ! 
’ WILDERNESS ! 

EARTH FIRST! 

PO. Bo* 6424 . Evanuon IL 60204 

mi mm 'V 


/At last! Now YOU can CONDEMN the Building(s) of YOUR CHOICE!] 

M , m SSS mm -mm 1^1 nl I r J 


DANGER 

DO NOT REMOVE 
THIS TAG!! 


Having been found absolutely inimical to the poetic spirit, and a menace 
to the continuation of life on this planet, this building has been 

CONDEMNED 

BY THE SURREALIST MOVEMENT 

The brilliant past has made brilliant promises 
to the future: It will keep them. 

-LAUTREAMONT 


ilSIRi 

it \*** ^ :., 'A 
zKtsk //Jr" 


’ftt- J whs 

m* .>•* b-JL 



USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't need 
as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized 
and have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard- 
earned money goes. Don't send your contributions to this newspaper, send 
them directly to one of these hard working groups: 

•Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contributions to 
the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

•Arizona Earth First!, POB 41652, Tucson, AZ 85717 

•Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 i 

•Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

•Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

*EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the Biodiversity 

Project are tax-deductible.) 

•EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force, POB 77062, SF, CA 94107-7062 

•Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garbervllle, CA 95440 

•Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 

•Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 

•Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Bralnerd, MN 56401 

*Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

•Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

•PAW, POB 51A, Bondville, VT 05340 

•Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

•Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 

•Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 * 

•Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
•Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
•Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
•Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
•Wolf Action Network, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
•Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! move- 
ment. THANK YOU for your support! 


BACK- "Wao Kcle o Puma, Hawaii" 

Available m ALL Sires T-ehirt 

ALL sizes in Tank Tops 526 “ 

/\U. sires in Chinn T Type *26°* 

Price INCLUDES Shipping. Allovj 3 weeks few Delivery. 
Available, in Amelbysf, purple. Turquoise , Cweeti 
V LEASE 5PECIF7 SK>E,COt.O fc.W STYLE of shirk' 
Sharon C***son ; Unique fiottk 
Box 1410. P< 7 hour. MJ. %776 


The sign the freddies 
burned at Fairview 

is available now as a t-shirt 


V 1 • e TZ'nVUU* V \ All 
• "y W ,> .YL'l 

. uy >m 


Wo’f T-shirt from Arizona EF! 
Black ink on ecru, coral, slate, & teal 
Sizes M, L, and XL. 

$11 postpaid from 
Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


wmm 


black on white 100% cotton US made 



white on black 50/50 US made 

$12.00 each ppd 
Send money, order only to AA W 
Rt. 1 Box 311, Brookport, IL 62910 
proceeds benefit Biodiversity Project 's 
Midwestern Insurgency 

send SASE for catalo 


BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 

PO Box 3132 Boulder, CO 80307-3132 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES' 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

ALL FORMS OF 
LIFE ARE EQUAL 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


SAVE AMERICA N 4a-- 
ECOSYSTEMS f A1 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 

REBEL AGAINST 



AMERICA NEEDS 
WOLVES 

FOR INTACT ECOSYSTEMS EARTH FIRST! 
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March 20th THREE DOLLARS 

Montana Marches against Rape 

By Timothy Bechtold 

So many citizen's marches have trampled through the streets of Missoula, 
Montana, lately that you might be led to think that Missoula built its broad 
avenues for pedestrians to perambulate (but muscle rig riders continually beg to 
differ). Peace marches in January turned to anti-war marches in February, which 
in turn evolved into marches against George Bush's energy policy in March. 
That Bush bastard is really getting to be even more of a pain in the ass! Now he 
wants to rip apart wilderness to get at the possibility of "energy" that may be in 
there somewhere, and one place his henchmen, the Freddies, have been pushing 
to rape is the Badger-Two Medicine along Montana's Rocky Mountain Front. 
Citizens have mobilized against the drilling permits issued by the Forest Service 
at every step in the Bureaucratic process: We have written comments during the 
scoping, during the DEIS, we have went to public meetings and open houses, and 
the Freddies lied at every juncture. Of course, all they ever wanted to do was rape 
our public lands, because that is, after all, what they do best. 

I don't think I can count how many times I have been in marches and rallies 
to protect the Badger-Two Med, it seems we've had them twice or three times every 
year, whenever the Freddies pushed their rape agenda one level closer to penetra- 
tion. Sometimes four or five hundred of us have bellowed, chanted, sang, waved 
signs and hung banners, bitched, moaned and waxed wroth time and time again 
but each time the Freddies just kept their eyes on their oily prize, for oil derricks 
were all their beady little gimlet-eyes could see when they looked down on Hj>U 
Creek fromtheir airplane rides over the Two Med. If the Freds can ravage the 
Badger, they figure they have the precedent to do just about anything that they 
want to in any roadless area, so they are pushing hard. The Bush bastard's little 
energy war only seemed to make the Freddies pant a little harder in their eagerness 
to jump the Badger-Two Medicine, and they found that the only decision they 
could come to in the FEIS was to drill, drill, drill. 

And so we marched, marched, marched (and wrote our appeal, appeal, appeal) 
yet one more time, hoping to absorb inspiration from our kindred spirits to try 

continued on page 1 7 



"Quit? I'd Rather Die!" 

Ohio EF! Takes on Mount Graham 


By C.B. 


Believe it or not there are Earth Firstiers in 
Ohio. I know because I'm one of them. My 
roommate is the other one. No, Ohio isn't just 
coal miners, hog farmers, and corn growers. A 
few bona-fide second growth tree huggers actu- 
ally live in this state. Let me tell you what we've 
been doing for the past year. We've been fighting 
for Mt. Graham and our Nation's environmental 
laws. It seems the real eco-terrorists have de- 
stroyed most of the wild and now the want to 
destroy the pieces of paper that protect the rest of 
it, our laws. Think about it. They are attacking 
the laws prohibiting drilling in the Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. They are going after the 
Wilderness Act in the Gila. They are messing 
with the Endangered Species Act in the old 
growth, spotted owl habitat, and now the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act on Mt. Graham. 

Well we here in Ohio heard about this Mt. 
Graham thing through the Greenfire show in 
early 1990 and found out that Ohio State Univer- 
sity is one of the key collaborators. That show 
and that info was the spark we needed. That next 
day we held a rally on campus, got about 45 
people and a lot of publicity. Ohio State higher- 
ups didn't think much about it, since they 
thought it was just a bunch of outside agitators 
on a good day. In September we got going again. 
We had a protest outside the administration 
building. We got rowdy, had some fun, and 
presented a list of demands to the fellow that 
could stop this destruction, Ohio State president 
Gordon Geek, oops, I mean Gee. They started to 
worry a little bit about us now. When some of us 
approached Cappriotti, the astronomer in charge 
of the project, he cussed at us and ran away. 
Anyway, we started getting more people on cam- 
pus involved, sending letters that sort of thing. 
We than organized the mother of all protests, at 


least for Ohio EFIers. 

We spread the word 
around about Mt. Gra- 
ham and Ohio State's 
dirty dealings. Took out 
a newspaper ad and ev- 
erything. Then in No- 
vember we held a protest, S 
again, in front of the ad- £ 
ministration building. Jj 
Two hundred, drum £ 
bangin', screamin' J 
greenies came out. We a 
had a heck of time. The J 
OSU higher-ups were ^ 


shittin' themselves. I just 
want to add here that, in 
response to the bad pub- 
licity Ohio State was getting due to our actions 
the astronomy department hired a marketing 
firm to deal with us. They are paying this firm 
50,000 a year it is reported. 

All during this time Ohio State's main argu- 
ments were that they were following all the laws 
(How is exempting yourself from the law follow- 
ing them?), and that all the impact studies have 
been done (They were proven fraudulent). 

We finally hooked up with Arizona Earth 
First! and other pivital people from the 
Maricoupal Audubon Society and the Coalition 
to Save Mount Graham. They came to Ohio and 
on January 28 we met with representatives from 
Ohio State. They told us that we were just against 
development and that our reasoning was emo- 
tional and not rational. Well Fuck them! If the 
destruction of a unique ecosystem, the circum- 
vention of our environmental laws, and the un- 
ethical dealings of institutions that are supposed 
to be role models aren't something to get emo- 


Mount Graham defenders show Ohio State administration what they think 
about the scopes. 

tional and pissed-off about then I don't want to 
waste anymore oxygen, I'd rather die. 

Scotty and Mike of the Friends of Mt. Graham 
did a roadshow. Inspiring as hell, made people 
cry, got people fired up. We had the most 
effective rally to date. 

On January 30, we held a mock funeral for 
Mt. Graham. We had Alumni, astronomy ma- 
jors, executives in three piece suits. There was 
emotion, humor, rage. Two days later the Board 
of Trustees, who were supposed to vote on the 
funding of this project, cancelled Mt. Graham 
from their agenda. The astronomy department 
now has to raise the money privately instead of 
using school money. It seems we have claimed a 
small victory for now. We have made it hard for 
the collaborators to go on with this project, but it 
is still alive. If we give up now we will lose Mt. 
Graham and NEPA. 

For information write: Ohio EF! at PO Box 
141356, Columbus, Ohio 43214 


EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

Subscription is $20 a year 

POB 5176 * MISSOULA, MONTANA 59806 * 406-728-8114 



How we work 

Last issue, we put forth a subtle, 
cleverly-crafted request that those 
of you who would like to work on 
the Earth First! journal should 
contact us about journeying to 
Missoula for an issue or two. Alas, 
it appears that we have been too 
subtle. What we meant to say was: 
Get Your Butts to Missoula! 

Oh, my. Let's try this again. 
Our Wild Rockies collective vision 
for the journal is based upon a re- 
volving editorship, and it relies on 
participation from the movement 
to be effective. Here's how we think 
it's supposed to work: 

• Out of seven editorial positions, 
four are of the semi-permanent 
variety (minimum six issues). This 
provides continuity. 

• The remaining three positions 
range in duration from one to three 
issues. This provides variety. 

• No one may work on more than 
six out of eight issues in a given 
year. This is to prevent notions of 
"MY" journal from developing, as 
well as to allow for the fun things in 
life which require total unemploy- 
ment status. 

• Free housing is available at the 
journal office (There are separate 
bedrooms, never fear), and all edi- 
torial collective members receive 
the same stipend of $200/month. 
Short-term editors pay their own 
way to and from Missoula. 

Past criticism leveled at the 
j oumal has often cited "closed door" 
editorship as a source of many 
problems. We're trying to eliminate 
this concern by encouraging aspir- 
ing collective editors to commit to 
a month or three producing the 
journal in the Wild Rockies. 

So far, putting out the journal 
has been strictly a Wild Rockies 


affair, although a couple of indi- 
viduals almost made it here for this 
issue. We anticipate that as the 
weather turns to spring, more activ- 
ists, writers, and editors will be inter- 
ested in spending some time in 
Montana. Although we like spring 
too, this journal comes out all the 
year round, and we hope that some 
of you will be brave enough to live in 
our northern clime during the win- 
ter as well. 

Much of the above is subject to 
revision duringthe 1991 RoundRiver 
Rendezvous. Until then, we are 
waiting for the droves of EF!ers who 
will be signing up, in advance, for 
the months they would like to be in 
Montana. So hurry! Quit complain- 
ing about bad headlines, pompous 
prose, stultifying lay-out and 
unimaginative articles. We dare you 
to get out here and make it better. 
See you here. 


Tabloids 

We get a lot of inquiries at 
the journal requesting information 
about specific issues and the Earth 
First! movement in general. We 
refer most of these to local organiz- 
ers or other groups, and we send 
folks a tabloid introducing the con- 
cepts of Earth First!. Many of our 
inquiries have been coming from 
young people, and we're planning 
on putting out a Tabloid for Young 
Radicals in the near future. Any 
contributions to or suggestions 
about this would be welcome. 

Earth First! has periodically 
issued tabloids on specific Issues, to 
be used to educate the public and 
stir them to action. A current ex- 
ample is the Guide to Killing Roads 
which we're currently carrying. 
We'd like to revive and republish 
the Grizzly Bear Tabloid, and again, 
we welcome any contributions or 
suggestions to this. 


OAKS 

Limbs of gnarled wooden time 
Bark as rough as thunder 
Strong as claws against a fence, 

The oaks live and grow like warrior ghosts of Buddha, 
Like unflinching guards of forest culture. 

Three hundred years, a reach 

Made by a stalwart oak with branches muscled 

Under the lessons of the sun, 

The nectar of the rain, 

The love and censure of the wind, 

All inside a hide as tough as starlight 
A bark as deep as history. 

Oaks grow as old as questons adrift 
On the barren planks of modem time. 

There is nothing like an oak for strength, 

Nothing like an oak for comfort. 

—Jenny Hoegler 
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We will try to print all letters whenever possible, but we don't like printing 


drivel, so don’t send It. We will print a representative sample of letters expressing 
the same views. Contact us if you feel your opinion was not expressed. Type or 
neatly print and double-space your letters. Indicate if you wish to remain 
anonymous. Send letters to POB 5176, Missoula MT 59806. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their authors, and are not official positions of the 
ial ! " 


Earth First! Journal staff or movement. 

Dear Earth Patriots, 

I was elated to see the journal re- 
surface. Again it is packed with reveal- 
ing information and stories which need 
to be voiced now. 

More than anything, I treasure ar- 
ticles on monkeywrenching. Give us 
more! Stories, instructions, tips — no 
names needed. As destruction of our 
ecosystems becomes more radical, 
ecotage will emerge increasingly in the 
mainstream theater. Just because 
Foreman isn't paying for an ad for 
Ecodefense shouldn't mean that order- 
ing info can't be provided (Ned Ludd 
Books, POB 5141, Tucson, AZ. 85703). 

I've enclosed another letter which 
surely inspires us to open up our copy of 
Ecodefense and put the pages into prac- 
tice. I read about "Beef First!" in a local 
timber newsletter and sent for info. 
Wilshire Blvd. office— LA! (seep. 7 -ed.) 
Have these people ever seen grazed land 
before? There aren’t any meadows near 
Wilshire Blvd., I know — I took a piss 
there once and a sky-scraper got in the 
way. Keep the wise words coming. 
—RED FIR ROAMER 

Editorial reply fin five part harmony): We 
now carry the aforementioned Ecodefense 
for our consumers' amusement (see our 
trinket section). Many readers have ex- 
pressed the desire for more material about 
monkeywrenching. We’d like to see this 
too, but since none of us have any experi- 
ence in this area, of course, we must depend 
on articles, letters, instruction and exciting 
accounts from you roving writers out there. 
Send us the stuff everyone should hear, but 
please be careful not to include any in- 
criminating details or fingerprints. The 
techniques for anonymous communication 
are discussed in Ecodefense, now avail- 
able from our... but we said all that. In- 
cidentally, if you write * Please Bum" on 
your correspondence to us we will, once we 
have consigned it to the anonymity of our 
electronic box. 

Dear SFB 

As I am the individual referred to by 
Lisa Henry in her article "Ecotrans," 
published in the February issue, who 
was brash enough to deviate from the 
official action rules and leave a note 
concerning the possible wrenching of 
the fellerbuncher, I would like to be 
given the chance to publicly respond. 

It is my understanding that most 
participants in the ac^on privately 
supported my leaving the note, as many 
of them related this to me at the public 
part of the action. After our original 
plans for a banner hanging and 
lockdown at the buncher had been 
undermined by local liberals and those 
afraid of retaliation by Okerstrom I felt 
that an effective action in the woods 
was still necessary. The idea of leaving 
a note stating that machinery fluids 
may have been spiked was a way of 
shutting down the logging operation 
without actually committing a felony 


and exposing fellow activists to the 
chance of being arrested and convicted 
for vandalism. > 

In the early morning hours pre- 
ceding the Ecotrans action myself and 
several other warriors entered the 
woods, to the knowledge of the rest of 
the assembled activists. At the 
fellerbuncher we hung a banner and 
covered the machinery with silent agi- 
tators, all previously agreed upon by the 
group, including the ones who did not 
go into the woods. At this point I left 
the note. I feel that the presence of the 
banner and agitators alone would have 
prompted the machinery operators to 
replace engine fluid, knowing that EF! 
had made a nighttime visit, note or not. 
Signed “Love and Peace, Earth First!” 
the note was merely a way to make sure 
this happened. 

You are very naive, Lisa, to feel that 
you were put in danger, from the note 
alone. Every time that we stand up 
against the land rapers we take risks, 
whether we are participating in a civil 
disobedience action or in 
monkeywrenching. My action placed 
you in no more danger from Steve 
Okerstrom than was already present 
from the Ecotrans action. You also seem 
disappointed that you were unable to 
block a full logging truck on its way out. 
Isn't it better that no trucks were able to 
carry logs to the mill that day? With the 
few people present that were willing to 
risk arrest that day, a blockade could not 
have accomplished this. If the group 
was deprived of anything that day it was 
the chance to feed a personal need to 
gratify their egos by blocking a logging 
truck. You should be happy that the 
logging operation was shut down, re- 
gardless of whose action it was, period! 

I wish I'd have burned the damned 
thing!!! 

—THE LONE ASSHOLE 
Dear SFB: ] [ 

I am generally in agreement with 
most issues raised by EF!. It is great that 
there is a radical environmental move- 
ment. Indeed, it is going to take radical 
actions to ensure that the Earth remains 
a sustainable source of life, for all of life, 
including human. Howev§j<t5ne'ar5 





-irrwhicfrl take great disagreement w ith 
is in the allian ce of radical env iron- t 
fftelitdl/ecologisls wi th th e radica l anti- 1 
liuiiliiig/ailimal nghts luna*i€S=5rahT 
new to the EF! movement and was 
rather surprised to recognize such an 
alliance in the last issue of the EF! Jour- 
nal. It was disheartening to see an 
article the likes of "Sab the Bastards" in 
an environmentally oriented journal. 
While not being a hunter myself, and 
not even eating mammalian meat, 1 
recognize that hunting has had a place 
in the natural evolution of life on this 
Earthfor thousands of years. 

/"Admittedly, hunting as known to 
mbde m Euro -Americans is not the bal- 
ancq rfsacrecP^ ct of hunting as it was/is 
to traSTSoSal Native Americans or the 


Euro-Pagan^- Sport hunting can be a 
sick act of blood letting for only the joy 
of blood letting. Native Americans 
hunted in a sacred manner, asking for- 
giveness of their four-legged brothers, 
using the entire animal for either food 
or clothing, and taking only what they 
needed for survival. Hunting has be- 
come sport over the years as survival 
was no longer the issue, as we have 
developed the concepts of "free time" 
and recreation, within frameworks of a 
society of consumptive excesses. 
Hunting, whether by humans or by our 
four-legged predator brothers, has its 
place in the natural scheme of things. It 
is the natural population control 
mechanism; if the prey is not predated 
upon its population will soar, and death 
by starvation will occur. That is the 
nature of things. If humans are a part of 
the natural order, then the human 
predator is a natural part of life. Un- 
fortunately, other predators have been 
eliminated in many areas. Until these 
critters are reintroduced to their former 
habitats the human predator is the only 
population control mechanism they 
have, short of starvation. Which is 
more humane, death by gun or by 

tar vation? 

TKe antThuntTng animal rights' 
extremists do not understand the 
natural world. Their views are not a 
balanced view. It is extremely harmful 
for the environmental movement to 
igrm an a lliance., wi th these group s^ 1 
>uch an alliance will alienate a much 
larger segment of the human popula- 
tion, the hunters and outdoorsmen, 
from the greater environmental move- 
ment. Hunters and fishermen are a 
large potential ally in the cause to save 
life on Earth. 

When the forests begin to die on a 
massive scale from the effects of acid 
rain, when the waters will no longer 
support the elusive Rainbow trout, 
when the Earth's temperature has risen 
due to the greenhouse effect, and the 
"game" animals migrate out of their no 
longer suitable habitat, hunters and 
fishermen will join in the ranks of the 
radical environmentalists. This is a 
potential ally too large and powerful to 
alienate for a few mambi pambi bambi 
lickers. 

— RAMBLINJIM 

Dear Cabezas de Caca, 

The final issue from Tucson (Dec. 
1990) included an excellent essay by 
Chris Manes entitled "Why I am a 
Misanthrope." I found his assessment 
of homo disgustus to be right on the 
mark: accurate, convincing, and abso- 
lutely irrefutable. 

But then, in your most recent issue 
(appropriately, the first issue from 
Missoula, Feb. 1990), you printed an 
excrementitious piece of eco-femme 
idiocy by Judi Bari in which she at- 
tempts to rebut Manes with an essay 
entitled "Why I am not a Misanthrope." 

A better title would have been "Why I 
am an Ignorant Shithead." 

What better way to mark the tran- 
sition from Tucson to Missoula, eh? 
The precipitous descent from Manes to 
Bari epitomizes the downfall of EF! 

Judi, of course, is fresh from her 
resounding "success" as organizer of 
Redwood Summer, a futile action which 
she doomed from the start and turned 
into an embarassment for every real 
EF!er. Representing a proud, kick-ass 
group of people whose motto was "No 
Compromise in Defense of Mother 
Earth," Judi tried her best to kiss up to 
and compromise with the loggers while 
denouncing monkeywrenching. It was 
truly a maggot-gagging, ignominious 
display, effective in saving precisely 
zero old-growth redwood trees. 

And now she presumes to counter 
Manes' eloquent arguments with the 
same old tired feminist drivel, arguing 
that “the problem is not humans, it's 
white males." 

Give us a break, Bari. Behind every 
aggressive white male stands a pam- 
pered female, wheedling, whining and 
conniving, clamoring for more com- 
forts and commodities. If you take any 


group of civilized people and set them 
down in the jungle with instructions to ( 
live like the Guatemalan Quiche, the >■ 
women will set up such a din of bitching f 
and caterwauling that the men will be C 
forced to pave over the jungle and in- ) 
vent refrigerators and automobiles just / 
to shut them up! / 

As for your contention that the 
Quiche — who currently live in har- 
mony with nature — are inherently 
better than white men, I reply that ig- 
norance is no redemption. If these 
people possessed the know-how and 
the hardware — chainsaws and shot- 
guns, for example — they'd start cutting 
down the forest and snuffing other 
species, just like the rest of us. This has 
been proven time and again. Manes is 
right: given the opportunity, the rest of 
the world mimics us. 

I would like to see Judi Bari practice 
what she preaches. Woman, get thee to 
Guatemala! Live with the Quiche. 
Good riddance. 

—KEN SHELTON JR., Ojai, CA 


Dear SFB: ' 

Judi Bari hath spoken: the real •* — 

cause of the environmental crisis is | 

"white technocratic men" (Why I Am 
Not A Misanthrope). This must come as 
a shock to the wildlife of Japan, India, 
Ecuador, Madagascar, China, Rwanda, 
where there are very few white males, | 
technocratic or otherwise, and hence by 
Bari's logic, no environmental prob- \1 * 
lems. We needn't grieve for the New \ U /L 
Zealand Moa, the largest bird ever to ^ 
exist, since it was hunted to extinction 
by nonwhite Maori tribes. The eco- ^ 
logical damage caused by the Aztecs 
(who were matrilineal) and Easter Is- 
landers is apparently a trifle in Bari's 
race and gender based "analysis." 

Not surprisingly, by seeing ecocide 
as a "male trait," Bari elevates herself 
beyond taking responsibility for he ac- 
tions. She can have a couple of kids and 
still wring her hands that "human 
population is totally out of control." 
Without white technocratic males to 
blame, one might think she was being 
hypocritical. 

Obviously, there is a technological ' ^ 
class in this country dominated by 
white males that is a central part of the <\ 
problem. But to base one’s entire 
analysis of the environmental crisis on 
this fact is laughable. Bari is welcome to i\ 
her ideological quirks that neglect the 
past and the real world, but please spare 
us such racist, sexist, reductionism in a / 
journal dedicated to recovering the / 
wild. ^ 

—TERRY CLAUDEL 

Hey Foot Head: 

Here's my idea. 

All we need to do is enforce all the 
original treaties between Native 
Americans and European Industrial 
man — confine the bastards to New 
England, Florida, and maybe Lj\. We 
could double our moral imperative, 
leave the Unreachables a little speck of 
ground to chew on, and secure the 
survival of (nearly) all remaining spe- 
cies — all by enforcing the most ancient 
of common-law principles, the law of 
contracts. 

Of course, we'll need some type of 
enforcement mechanism... 

—TERRAPIN 


Dear Fellow EF!er 

Thanks for keeping us informed 
about the journal changes. Personally, 
I wouldn't touch that scene with a ten 
foot cattle prod. Local activities take up 
so much time that participation on the 
editorial staff is out of the question 
anyway. It sounds like you've set things 
up to be about as difficult as possible. I 
wish you luck, and look forward to the 
results of the process. Please don’t take 
on any more advertising. Keep it dan- 
gerous, wild, radical and moving. Keep 
up the resistance and the humor! For 
diversity, 

—THE DANCING NUDI BRANCHES 

more Letters on page 4 
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Dear Shit for Brains, 

There are many forms of censor- 
ship. The worst are those that we im- 
pose upon ourselves. Either we believe 
these so unconsciously or are so in- 
doctrinated on them that we are not 
even aware of the self-censorship. Now, 
acculturalization has always included 
thought control. The only question is 
to what degree, It begins at birth, and it 
continues throughout our schooling 
and into our personal and political live. 
The most efficient control is the type 
that you impose upon yourself without 
any state intervention. 

I have been wondering recently 
about what new political policies could 
I endorse. What could get me excited 
enough to care about anything in 
Washington? I have found most of 
politics to be too greedy, self-serving, 
and pompous-assed to get involved. 
Sordid and boring. The possibilities of 
success have seemed too remote to be 
worth the energy and frustration. 
Maybe I don't have the patience for it, 
but it's hard to when so much of the 
environment is getting devastated so 
fast. All politics, be they totalitarian or 
democratic, have been ultimately 
speciesist. Sure, I vote, but that is only 
one day a year. Ecotage has been much 
more satisfying in knowing that you 
have actually accomplished something. 
You just can't take it back. No lobbying, 
pleading or compromise. You just do it. 
Ecotage can be everyday, and ecotage 
can be forever. 

But if I were writing my campaign 
platform, what new ideas would I sup- 
port? I imagine that long articles could 
be written on each of these topics be- 
low, but I'll just state my conclusions. 
Without boring you any further, here 
goes a short list of my unthinkable 
thoughts: 

1) No tax deductions on any children. 
Tax penalties on the third and any 
subsequent children. This would not 
apply to adopted children. 

2) No additional entitlements beyond 
the first natural child. Yes it's not the 
child's fault, but it's not mine either. 
The parents must know beforehand. 

3) Paid governmental bonuses for 
sterilizations. The bonuses would be 


human infertility research. 

12) Increase the federal gasoline tax by 
25 cents a year for the next fifteen years. 
Use the taxes for energy research, per- 
haps partial gas subsidies for the poor, 
and national debt reduction. But get 
the price of gas up much higher and 
keep it there. Buckminster Fuller once 
stated that, geologically speaking, the 
price of gas is a million dollars a gallon, 
so J5 a gallon is not too much to pay 
today. 

13) Drop the one-man, one-vote 
speciesism of democracy. Acknowl- 
edge that we in the US are a PAC-ocracy 
and a TV-ocracy and start restructuring 
political institutions to include the sur- 
vival of biospheres. Begin by creating 
an "other-life-forms" ombudsman po- 
sition. 

14) Restraint of Consumptionist Ad- 
vertising indoctrination. While the 
world is being ground up, mass media 
advertising is hellbent intent on clon- 
ing the rest of the world's humanoids 
into becoming zombie consumerists. 
When the products being huckstered 
are especially destructive, we must be 
willing to consider restraint of indoc- 
trination. Yes, then call it censorship, 
but we must begin to think of where 
freedom to indoctrinate ends and free- 
dom to think begins. 

15) Build in the environmental cost of 
products into their prices. 

16) Opposition to all war on the basis 
that it is environmentally catastrophic 
and that the other species of the bio- 
sphere are completely innocent. 

There, something to offend every- 
body. There goes my votes. I can hear 
the shrieks of "sexist," "racist," and 
"misanthropic" now . Typical speciesist 
reactions. 

1 am interested in other people's 
unthinkable/unspeakable thoughts. 
What are the private feelings that you 
have but are afraid to say? Do you cheer 
when the bull gores the matador? Do 
you feel that AIDS is just Gaia's first 
whisper? What do you think the fifth 
horseperson will be? Please write to the 
letters to the editors column. I would 
like to hear your "unthinkable" 
thoughts. 

—FERAL APE 


higher for women, higher for the fewer 
number of natural children the person 
already ha s, and lower for older persons. 

4) Massive governmental programs on 
contraceptive research. Governmental 
subsidies for Norplan inserts. Govern- 
ment-subsidized funding on contra- 
ception for those who cannot pay. 

5) Prohibition of immigrant families 
with more than 2 children. 

6) Reduce immigration quotas by 90%. 
We should be sending the world the 
message that there is no place else to go. 

7) Break diplomatic relations with the 
Vatican. What the fuck is a church 
doing with an embassy anyhow? Let's 
have international separation of church 
and state. Or if not, then let's at least 
recognize the Druids, pagans, and Ma- 
laysian tree worshippers. We could al- 
ways restore "intimate" relations with * 
the Vatican after they abandon their 
pro-breeder policies and get more 
imaginative in bed. But I'll pass on that. 

8) No food and resource aid to over- 
populated, environmentally ravaged 
areas of the world where those in power 
are not taking effective measures 
against those problems. We should 
announce the criteria clearly before- 
hand. This may or may not change 
those governments' policies, but it 
would sure make them think seriously 
about it for the first time. As a corollary, 
we should be willing to assist with 
education and environmentally sound 
programs with countries that cooper- 
ate. 

9) Ban all beef and meat imports into 
the US. End all subsidies that the meat 
and animal products industries in the 
US receive. 

10) Not controversial enough? Man- 
datory sterilization of mothers who give 
birth to drug or alcohol-damaged chil- 
dren. Castration of convicted violent or 
recidivist rapists. 

11) End all government funding on 


Dear EF! s) 

Congratulations on your December 
21 article, "EF! and the FBI - A Strained 
Relationship." I am an attorney and 
have worked with radical activists for 
many years and your article was ex- 
tremely well-written, insightful and 
important. It is SO good and SO im- 
portant, that I suggest you run it once a 
year to remind people of the dangers of 
government infiltration and disrup- 
tion, and what to do about it. 

Your article details important safe- 
guards which can be taken, most im- 
portantly not telling ANYONE about 
sensitive filings they don't NEED TO 
KNOW< n also advocate that activists 
find out some biographical data about 
people they are unsure of. As your 
article says, "The cover of agents and 
informers is rarely so grand as to Include 
a large supporting cast." Agents (not so 
true of informers) will never disclose 
simple stuff like where and when they 
went to high school, work history, best 
friend, where their parents and other 
family members live and work, etc. 

’ Another important point should be 
made in connection with your article - 
DON'T TALK! Many activists do not 
know that they are under no obligation 
to answer any questions of law en- 
forcement officers. After the arrest of 
the Arizona 5, for example, FBI agents 
went to the homes and work places of 
people associated with the five, and 
asked all kinds of questions. Some 
people answered their questions, prob- 
ably because they thought they had no 
choice, or because they didn't think 
they were saying anything harmful. 
This is a serious mistake. 

It is very intimidating when agents 
come around asking questions. The 
weight 6f authority and tradition create 
a feeling that you should answer. They 
are also trained to ask questions in a way 


that increases the inherent intimida- 
tion and compels a response. Thus, if 
you don't want to help them, it is im- 
portant to be prepared to resist. 

It is a crime to lie to cops, but there is 
nothing wrong with not answering at 
all. Myadvice to people whodon'twant 
to help the government convict their 
friends is to answer each and every 
question by saying "I have nothing to 
say to you." Remember, the govern- 
ment is asking questions in order to 
convict people, not in order to help 
them or even to discern the truth. They 
will never use your answers to help your 
friends. They will only use the infor- 
mation to hurt them, if they can. It is 
also important to remember that ques- 
tions and answers which seem innocent 
to you could actually be harmful to your 
friends. It is dangerous to guess what 
information is or isn't helpful, or oth- 
erwise try to outsmart them. It is far 
safer to simply refuse to answer any 
questions. 

One other point in connection with 
your article. While activists must be 
alert and careful about the possibility of 
informants, agents, provocateurs, they 
must also avoid being overly paranoid. 
This often takes the form of cliquish- 
ness which can be a turn-off for people 
who are not in with the "in crowd." 
There is no magic solution because the 
problem is created by the real contradic- 
tion between wanting to recruit new 
people into the activist ranks and the 
need to keep agents and informants 
out. New people should be made to 
understand that a little paranoia is 
healthy, and why. Sincerely, 
—RICHARD EIDEN, Oceanside, CA 


Earth First! *1 

I am a supporter and an admirer of 
Earth First! I also want you to know that 
I support your theories and tactics with 
the exception of one — killing cattle. 
The cattle industry is man-made dam- 
age to the environment, and its the 
cows that must suffer and die at your 
hands. I do however agree that the 
livestock industry takes a death toll on 
this planet. 

I have some suggestions that may 
or may not be doable, but I am going to 
throw them out there for consideration. 
The bacteria Brucellosis when intro- 
duced to a herd can be disastrous, 
causing females to abort their first 
calves. This could be financial suicide, 
especially if the herd is not innoculated. 
I have also read studies that say 
innoculation is only about 60% effec- 
tive. For those who are looking for 
alternative ways to sabotage and cripple 
the cattle industry, ways of imple- 
menting this might be worth checking 
into. A positive aspect of this is that it is 
only an abortion, so it does not kill the 
cow. 

Good luck, and keep up the good 
work. 

—AN EAST COAST SUPPORTER 



Open Letter to Earth First! 

"Reports of our death have been greatly 
exaggerated." 

At every show I did, and in the 
countless letters, I have been asked if 
Earth First! is finished. These are the 
bulk of journal readers, those who may 
be outside the main activist core but 
nonetheless attend benefits, contribute 
money, and may show up at a demon- 
stration. Their information comes from 
what they read, which has been a few 
individuals sounding a death-knell. 
No, we are not "finished." I also found 
that the same small proportion of ac- 
tivists continue to the legal and para- 
legal work undaunted, and amazed at 
the media hype. They are too busy to 
deal with it. Bonnie is still in the woods, 
and Jaspar's Task Force computer may 
be the ultimate monkeywrench! 

I never knew what "family" meant, 
even before running away from home. 
For an intense, hard to get along with 
Viking on an isolated Indian pueblo, 
"tribe" was something of mythic 
dreamtime. What survives all dissen- 
sion and differences, is the tribe I finally 
found. Now seems like a good time to 
thank you all from the bottom of my 
heart for accepting us "contraries," for 
staying connected and committed, for 
giving so much of yourselves for the 
Earth. Now is the time for a redoubling 
of our efforts. For rendezvous and 
campfires (even "back East!"). When / 
there is no central power structure, we^ 
need to circle to make council. We a?S\ 
1 living up to the primal, anarchist, j 
tribalist model once espoused by a long- 
haired Dave Foreman. Lively up! / 

The journal found an editor's chair 
that swivels, up in Montana. The call is 
out for ever-more spirited artwork 
(c'mon Roger, Brush Wolf, Turk, 
Waldmire, Trout, and those who've 
never submitted). Philosophic and stra- 
tegic analysis needn't follow any 
"party" line. (Get with it Manes, don't 
quit us now Devall, hey Abram, Mor, 
Picket, Kelpie!). And let's get back to 
sending in exciting, funny, strategically 
important coverage of actions, accom- 
panied by graphic photographs! 

Of course, action articles require ever 
more challenging, meaningful, radical, 
and effective acts. The best way to 
answer all those who wonder if anyone 
still puts the "Earth First!," is to show 
them all what we can do. Salud! Vaya 
con Gaia, 

—LQNE WOLF 

Dear Like-Minded Ilk: ^ 

So here I am, trapped in a freight 
yard in Fresno, CA, hoping my ride 
south will stop to pick me up. I've been 
here four hours, the sun's gone down, 
and it’s wonderful soaking up the sights 
and sounds of industrial civilization at 
its grungiest. It's so cozy here I never 
want to leave, with my back against a 
dumpster and a gravel pit beneath my 
butt. Soon I'll be looking for a warm, 
inviting boxcar bedroom, but in the 
meantime I'll write my friends. 

I come to you as an agent provo- 
cateur of that oracle of truth. Live Wild 
or Die! Yes, we will all enjoy another 
issue but we need your help. Break out 
those mighty swords of resistance and 
start writing. In particular, RANTS! The 
new LWOD will include a couple pages 
of rants. Rant about your loves and 
hates. I'm sure we all have a few things 
we feel opinionated about. Well, send 
'em in. How do you feel about cows, 
humans, wolves, nonviolence, meat, 
coll ege, cities, anarc hy, shopli fting 
yforglgariartJRoppTriia . cars, etc., etc., 
etc. Do you wantthe last word on 
Redwood Summer or a few other hot 
topics? Or write an inspiring rant in 
defense of the wild. 

Just write the damn things and 
soon. Try to keep 'em short (300-500 
words) but don't feel limited by length. 
No rules. Logic is not necessary. No 
apologies. No holds barred. But don't 
delay, write them today, and send them 
to: Rants c/o Skwatter Rot, PO Box 
2981, Santa Cruz, CA 95063-2981. Live 
Wild! 

—SKWATTER ROT 
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Like Father, Like Son 



New Mexico welcomes Manny Lujan, Secretary of Slaughter. 


By New Mexico EF! 

Just when you thought you 
swore you'd never hang another 
banner, a peace activist calls you up 
one Tuesday morning to tell you 
that Manuel Lujan, Secretary of In- 
terior, is coming to town to head up 
a conference on oil and gas develop- 
ment in New Mexico. Manuel... 
he's beginning to make James Watt 
look like an environmentalist. 
Then, because his son was recently 
convicted for raping a woman, the 
thought flashes through your 
mind, "yeah, like father, like 
son...." Who (of our ilk anyway) 
could pass up an opportunity like 
that? This Is a chance to be really 
crass. 

You begin to visualize a banner 
saying exactly that. And, in case 
some people might not get it, you 
visualize another one saying, 
"Lujan raped my mother," with a 
picture of the earth (for the really 
dense). You visualize Manuel's face 
turning red, his blood pressure ris- 
ing as he tries to mask his embar- 
rassment. Gosh, hope he doesn't 
have another heart attack... 

I knew we were really going to 
do it as I watched my friends 
throughout the day. Every so often, 
one of them would snicker, shake 
their head, and mumble, "like fa- 
ther, like son...." This was too good, 
even for a bunch that had vowed 
never to hold up another banner. 

So, Wednesday morning bright 
and early, we arrived at the Marriott 
Hotel, banners waiving to welcome 
Manuel back to Albuquerque. 
Nothing fancy; no daring climbing 
stunts, we didn't call the media and 
we planned nothing illegal. We 


merely stood there, polite and on 
the sidewalk, offering our opinion. 
Humorously enough, the coffee 
and donuts were set up right In 
front of a picture window — facing 
us. Our day was made when we saw 
Lujan himseif looking at us. He 
stared at us coldly, coffee in hand, 
appearing to maintain himself well 
enough — at least on the outside. 
We had to laugh however, when 
hotel employees came outside soon 
after with big fake adobe walls and 
attempted to erect them between 
Us and Them. Since they were 
styrofoam they didn't stand up long 
on such a windy day. 

Mission accomplished, we 
would've left then, but alas, the 
media had arrived in full force. 
Now, in addition to our anti-banner 
vow, most of us have taken similar 
anti-media vows. Nevertheless, I 
gotta tell you that 6:00 found us all 
down at the local pub watching 
ourselves on big screen TV, and for 
once, it was worth it: 

"...The people who remained at 
the conference had tears in their 
eyes from more than just the 
stench...," (Apparently, some un- 
ruly protestor had dropped a stink 
bomb in the conference! One man 
being interviewed said it smelled 
like a cross between dog doo and 
double vomit.) for one of the main 
topics being discussed was the need 
to raise gas prices in New Mexico. 
The only alternative to oil being 
discussed by this group of big wigs 
was, of course, nuclear. 

Meanwhile, the picture 
switches to a couple of masked pro- 
testors holding The Banner. The 


newsman explains how the protest- 
ors are equating Manuel with his 
son who is in jail for rape. The 
camera closes in an a confrontation 
between one of the bandana-dad 
protestors and a man in a suit. 

"We're here to protest the war 
and to protest the oil companies 
trashing New Mexico!!" declares 
the protestor, looking a bit like 
Charlie Manson. 

"That's fine, as long as you stay 
on the sidewalk," says the suit. 

"IT'S OKAY TO TRASH NEW 
MEXICO AS LONG AS WE STAY ON 
THE SIDEWALK???" Charlie turns, 
fist in air to howl and begin a chant, 
"LUJAN, CHEVRON, EXXON, 
STOP THE WAR ON THE EARTH!" 

"None of the protestors are 
claiming responsibility for the stink 
bomb dropped in the hotel earlier 
this morning," explains the re- 
porter, "however a maintenance 
man claims he saw a voung woman 
running down the hallway, drop- 


ping what appeared to be a flash- 
light. Suddenly a horrible stench 
arose, a smell so potent, guests from 
as far as the 17th floor are checking 
out." 

We drank a toast to crassness 
and left. Another banner action. 
Another media slut action. Noth- 
ing changed. Or is it? Did Lujan's 
blood pressure go up? Was he more 
perturbed than he looked? Was it 
worth it just for the laughs we had? 
Well one thing is certain. We still 
have the banners. Maybe Manuel is 
coming to your town. Maybe you'd 
like to pursue the answers to these 
questions yourself. What would 
happen if everywhere he went, he 
looked up to see someone accusing 
him of raping their mother? 
"Lujan: Like Father, Like Son..." If 
you'd like to borrow our banners, 
write us at NMEF! POB 12896, Albu- 
querque, NM 87195. A few bucks 
for postage would be appreciated. 


What is to be done about Parasitism? 


By Grace Nichols 

Though misanthropy has been 
most satisfying emotionally as a 
way of inner life (bah humbug), I 
find it is relatively useless politi- 
cally. As a North American parasite, 
the most virulent, wasteful, canni- 
balistic and murderous regional 
variety of the species, I am in a 
strange position to be decrying 
planet death. I and almost every- 
body I know is so far removed from 
the way of life and thought prac- 
ticed by a healthy human ecosys- 
tem, that we cannot imagine life 
beyond parasitism. Witness: EF.'ers 
who drive cars. 

If the life of the parasite offers us 
some advantages — for example, 
the ability to broadcast the news 
"the planet Is dying!" — it also in- 
cludes a moral obligation to use that 
power to undo the vast quantity of 
carnage we participate in every day. 
But to be honest in our quest to 
disseminate the truth about our 
society and our species-relation to 
the extinction-holocaust, we may 
have to confront some painful 
truths: 

• As North Americans, subjects of 
the US empire, we live In such a way 
that our livelihood and comfort 
contribute directly to the annual 


extermination of thousands of spe- 
cies and the misery, death and sla- 
very of more sustainable-living 
members of our own species. 

• We are in no moral position to 
preach. If anyone deserves to die 
immediately, it is not Ethiopians or 
AIDS patients, but ourselves. 

• We are not likely to be able to 
convince our species to commit 
mass suicide for the ecological 
common good. The best we could 
hope for is to watch the most con- 
cerned individuals kick, while the 
fascists stick it out. 

• Self-hatred as a motivational 
force leads to all sorts of planet- 
harmful behaviors, such as addic- 
tions, subservience, depression, stu- 
pidity and violence. 


Leech swimming 



• Life-sustaining cultures were 
able to live in balance, even in 
North America, for thousands of 
years. 

• We are social not biological 
parasites. 

• In the last hundred years, the 
social parasitism we practice has 
accelerated at a blinding speed. 

• It is our social relations which 
are out of balance, compounded by 
technological power and political 
centralization. 

• Blaming the genetic fact of hu- 


manity and not our own failure to 
recognize and change the social sys- 
tem is an easy out. It also leaves us 
powerless. An ideology of power- 
lessness is one luxury this move- 
ment and age cannot afford. 


Leech at rest 



All my relations — wake up! 

Misanthropic fantasy is an un- 
derstandable emotional reaction to 
this mess. How much harder it 
might be to learn from the rem- 
nants of wild humanity, the kind of 
attitudes and lifestyles we must 
adopt NOW to have a future. Kill- 
ing your car and walking is harder 
than quoting Thoreau. Trying to 
extirpate patriarchal attitudes from 
your behavior is harder than de- 
scribing your neighbors as stupid. 
Healing the unbalanced ecosystem 
in the city is harder than enjoying 
weekend-survivalist backpacking 
experiences. Preventing Armaged- 
don is harder than applauding it. 

For if they decide to wipe out 
the human species, don't you know 
they will exterminate all life? "The 
issue," the Native Americans Te- 
mind us, "is survival." We cannot 
afford to divide the species — if we 
let them wipe us out, they will 
surely wipe out all life. If we let 
them wipe out all life, they will 


surely wipe out us. 

Let's begin the task of unlearn- 
ing parasitism. Never has a culture 
been so needy, miserable, rich, fat, 
unjust, blind, wasteful, and mur- 
derous. We who live here do so in 
the most heinous way of life ever 
pursued by anyone. 



Let's look at our parasitism up 
close. Let's study the regional va- 
rieties. Identify the illnesses we feed 
off, the illnesses we spread. And 
let's begin to heal the organism, by 
promoting the health of the origi- 
nal decentralized human commu- 
nities by reinforcing the wild har- 
monious human who loved this 
planet so long ago. 
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Hebgen 3 


On February 8, Lee Dessaux was sentenced 
to three months in jail and $867 in court fees for 
his part in the bison "hunt" interference last 
March. The sentence is more severe than other 
recent assault cases, and the County Attorney 
plus an assistant prosecuted the case! Send 
letters of support to: Lee Dessaux, Gallatin 
County Detention Center, 615 S. 16th St., 
Bozeman, MT 59715. Include a complete 
return address, or they won't give it to him. 


John Lilbum goes to trial March 27 for his 
participation in the bison "hunt" interference of 
last year. His challenge to the Montana state 
hunter harassment law failed initially, but has 
since been appealed to the Ninth Circuit Court. He 
will be tried in Gallatin County District Court. 

Delylah Dogwomon aka Mary goes to trial 
April 4, for allegedly smearing a bit of bison blood 
on the face of a slob hunter. She faces a charge of 
misdemeanor assault, because bison blood bearing 
bad brucellosis could infect someone with the 
dreaded disease. (Delylah is happy to report that 
since she is expecting her baby the same week as 
her trial, she should be able to prove in court that 
brucellosis, which can cause abortions, is a bunch 
of bull.) 


AMEX 17 


The DA tried to get everyone arrested on felony 
charges, but he had to settle for charging only 


Grizzlies to be Jailed at West Yellowstone 


By Phil Knight 


three of the 17 with felonies — on counts of 
burglary, criminal impersonation and false re- 
port, whatever the hell that means. The DA 
requested that bail be kept at felony level for all 
and required all defendants to sign a restraining 
order. This same guy offered a plea bargain: $400 
fine, 1 year probation for misdemeanor and 2 
year probation for felony charges. All defendants 
refused the plea bargain except 3 people who live 
out of state. All trials will be by jury (these are 
serious offenses, remember: taking a picture of 
police making arrests equals "obstruction of a 
police officer"). Trial dates are set for March 1 1 — 
June 3. 

A few grisly details of the arrest follow: all 
defendants were treated as felons and placed in 
leg irons; all driver's licenses and food stamps 
were confiscated as evidence and have not been 
returned; the women arrested were released in 
their underwear, without notifying their friends 
to bring them some clothing; the sheriff, who 
appeared at the initial bail hearing (which is 
unusual), appears to be lying outright by claim- 
ing a "red, blood-like substance" was poured on 
computers (nowhere to be found in the police 
reports). 

Additional charges continue to be brought, 
even though no mention of the alleged acts 
appear in the police report. 


Developer Lewis S. Robinson plans to turn 
West Yellowstone, Montana (world's largest 
used motel parking lot) into a "Major Destina- 
tion Resort" via the development of 87 acres at 
the west entrance to Yellowstone Park. Dubbed 
"Grizzly Park," this development would center 
around a 33-acre "sanctuary" for grizzly and 
black bears. Robinson's promotional booklet 
claims that Firehole Land Corp. "will present 
to... visitors to the Park an entertainment and 
educational facility that will both bewilder and 
fascinate...." What I find most bewildering is 
that Robinson claims this development will 
contribute to the survival of the grizzly, which 
is nothing more than a scam to foist this resort 
on the public in the guise of conservation and 
concern for grizzlies and the Yellowstone Eco- 
system. 

I wrote to Robinson asking who these "ex- 
perts" are who will look after the bruins. Zoo- 
logical Planning Associates (ZPA) will appar- 
ently be responsible for setting up the zoo and 
caring for the bears. They are involved 
exdusivley in "the planning and design of natu- 
ral habitat in zoological settings." And granted, 
the bears may be well-cared for in the zoo, but 
any bear or wild creature is better off in the wild. 
ZPA will also recommend who is to be chosen to 
form the advisory board of the Grizzly Founda- 
tion. There is no evidence that ZPA has the 
knowledge of wild bears and bear politics nec- 
essary to recommend qualified people to the 
Foundation Board. At this time, says Robinson, 
"there will be no announcement" of who is to 
be on the Board. In other words the advisory 
board has not yet been chosen for this Founda- 
tion allegedly designed to help protect the Griz- 
zly, even though this project has been in plan- 
ning for five years, but the commercial develop- 
ment has been fully planned. Which do you sup- 
pose takes precedence? Bears or tourista devel- 
opment? No information is currently available 
as to what programs the Foundation will pursue 
to assure grizzly survival. As far as I can tell, no 
assessment of threats to the grizzly has so far 
been made by this outfit, as all their resources 
have been devoted to planning the layout of the 
commercial development. The promotional 
booklet does not even correctly list the scientific 
names of the two bear species, calling them 
"Ursa Horriblis and Ursa Americanus" (the 
correct names are Ursus arctos horribilis and 
Ursus americanus). Any foundation truly con- 
cerned with threats to the grizzly would focus 
first on threats and how to counter them. In- 
stead, Firehole Land Corp. is creating more 
problems for grizzlies in Yellowstone by 1) 
building another goddamn development adja- 
cent to critical habitat, 2) creating more po- 
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tential attractants for bears which could lead to 
habituation and removal of bears from the wild, 3) 
creating the illusion we can conserve bears in zoos 
while trashing their habitat and killing wild bears, 
4) cheapening the experience of seeing bears by 
making them visible to any shmuck tourist, and 5) 


So send your bucks to Colorado EF!, POB 
1166, Boulder CO 80306 (earmarked AMEX 17), 
or call (303) 499-4141. Also, if you know of any 
pro bono lawyers in the Denver area, call Jim 
Moss, 303-980-5353. 

—CHRIS ZOREN 


creating a market for "nuisance bears" (for it will be 
these bears that will end up in the "sanctuary") 
which will give the federal guvmint more incen- 
tive to declare bears "nuisances." 

To this last point Robinson responds: "The 
Grizzly Discovery Center is not and cannot be- 
come a repository for each and every 'problem 
bear' encountered in the Yellowstone or Glacier 
ecosystems. Our right to 'shelter'[quotes added] 
grizzly bears is being obtained through the same 
process every zoo goes through to become eligible 
to provide a refuge for a member of an endangered 
species... Legally, we are no different than hun- 
dreds of other zoos. Physically, we are unique." 
Indeed. I would submit that this development is 
unique because it will be a zoo for bears in the 
midst of what was once bear habitat. By creating 
another large development in the Yellowstone 
ecosystem, Robinson will be creating more prob- 
lems for the species he is allegedly working to 
protect! And regardless of the layout, a zoo is a zoo, 
a prison rather than a "refuge" or "shelter." I 
cannot condone, under any circumstance, the 
imprisonment of wild animals for human enter- 
tainment. Caged bears are not real bears. 

Thirty-three acres will be offered to the bears. 


Arizona 5 

The long-awaited trial for the Arizona Five 
has been delayed until April 2 due to new charges 
brought against them by the government. The 
five — Use Asplund, Marc Baker, Mark Davis, 
Dave Foreman, and Peg Millet — were served 
with new indictments in late December. The 
charges now lump them all together for most of 
the alleged activities: damaging powerline poles 
leading to a uranium mine and to a pumping 
station for the Central Arizona Project, damaging 
a ski lift, and conspiring to damage a nuclear 
power plant. Asplund and Foreman were in- 
cluded in charges that were previously made 
against only the other three. 

In the greatest change, Foreman is now in- 
cluded in charges for everything but the ski lift 
actions, whereas he was previously included 
only in the conspiracy count. The new charges 
against him seem to be based on his having 
allegedly provided an informant with two copies 
of Ecodefense. 

— DALE TURNER 


How generous. Robinson claims that "an outside 
team [ZPG Again] has determined that this is a 
sufficient amount of land to comfortably house an 
appropriate number of grizzly and black bears." 
Since the usual habitat needs for bears include a 
30-300 square mile territory per bear, any bear 
would argue that the appropriate number would 
be zero. 

Robinson's booklet list the following tantaliz- 
ing statistics: Estimated Resort Tax Income/Yr.: 
$515,000 (West Yellowstone has a town resort 
tax). Estimated employment 300-375. Estimated 
Property Tax/Yr.: $406,583. So naturally West 
Yellowstone is falling all over itself to welcome this 
thing, and is eager to annex the property as part of 
the town. 

It seems pretty obvious that the bears are to be 
nothing more than a tourist attraction. "Phase 
Two" of the development may include a light 
manufacturing district, a university research fa- 
dlity and a conference center. Wow! We can have' 1 
all this and bears too? Swell! Of course, we'll have 
to put the bears in maximum security prison, but 
they won't mind.... Write or call the Firehole Land 
Corp: Lewis S. Robinson, President, P.O. Box 1020, 
West Yellowstone, MT 59758 (406) 646-7672 or 
1440 Broadway, Suite 1750, NY, NY 10018 (212) 
302-8777. 




m 



T-SHIRTS 

Two-sided design: 
artwork on front 
printed text of 
"Your Legal Rights" 
on back! 

Short sleeved, 100% cotton 
Colors: white or light blue 
Sizes: S M L XL 
$12 postpaid 

Colorado Earth First! 
c/o Chris 
302 27th St 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Bulk orders call 
303-499-6310 

Profits pay Amex 17 legal costs 



BN on the Rampage 


Targets 



Beef First! 
Supporting the 
American Cattle 
Industry 

(This letter from our friends in the 
cow growing industry -ed.) 

Thank you for your interest in 
Beef First! To be honest, we would 
rather not have to be starting up 
another environmental organiza- 
tion. There are already plenty to go 
around. But after seeing the contin- 
ued irresponsible, dangerous, and 
insulting attacks made by the ter- 
rorist group “Earth First!" towards 
the cattle industry, we felt we had 
no choice. 

Beef First! is a grass roots sup- 
port group. Its purpose is to both 
visually and verbally support the 
hard working families who make up 
America's first real environmental- 
ists — the American Cattle Rancher. 
Our goal is simple: We want to 
positively reinforce an industry 
that provides so much for so many 
and is done by so few. We will 
support them in a number of ways: 
press releases proclaiming our ex- 
istence and membership, special 
events, and media support, to name 
a few. These things are down the 
road. Initially our banner carriers 
must be you. By wearing you Beef 
First! sweatshirt and displaying 
your Beef First! bumper sticker, you 
will proclaim for all to see your 
pride in the cattle industry. Beef 
First! is a call to action. When 
you're hungry, what do you order? 
Beef First! The simplest way to help 
this industry is to promote its prod- 
ucts and increase consumption. 

We're not a lobbying group 
(yet). We're not rabble rousers. We 
are merely a group of Interested 
citizens who believe that the beef 
industry has taken unfair heat 
lately. Your dollars will be used 
only for the printing and distribu- 
tion of Beef First! promotional ma- 
terial such as our sweatshirts and 
bumper stickers. Our ultimate goal 



is to create enough interest to start a 
variety of scholarship funds. 

Currently we are forming a 
board of directors to oversee the 
direction of Beef First! Your input 
would be most helpful. Our mis- 
sion is simple; every day and in 
every way, promote the American 
Cattle Industry. And above all to 
celebrate our first real environmen- 
talists: The American Cattle Ranch- 
ers! 

Yours very truly, W.C. 
Reynolds, founder, Beef First!, 
12021 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 308, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025, FAX (213) 479- 
8474. 

Long Drought 
Could Force NPS 
Closures 

Scuttlebutt has it that Park offi- 
cials in Yosemite National Park are 
contemplating the closure of some 
park and concessionaire services 
due to projected lower-than-low 
river levels. In particular, it would 
be loverly to see the repugnant wil- 
derness High Sierra Camps closed 
down so they couldn't divert pre- 
cious water for dishes and flush 
toilets. Closing down the 
Tuolumne Lodge (located practi- 
cally in the Wild and Scenic 
Tuolumne River) to all or most 
guest use, as well as the car camp- 
ground, would all give the sub-al- 
pine Tuolumne Meadow area a 
much-needed and deserved rest. 

Other parks in the Sierra maybe 
considering closures. Now is the 
time to support their plans. Encour- 
age them to acknowledge Nature's 
message, and not allow public recre- 
ational wants to supercede the 
ecosystem's needs. 

Write to the Superintendent's 
Office at each park: POB 577, 
Yosemite National Park, CA 95389; 
King's Canyon National Park, Three 
Rivers, CA 93271; Sequoia National 
Park, Three Rivers, CA 93271. 

— Mikey Finney 


The infamous Burlington 
Northern Resources is at it again. Its 
Meridian Minerals subsidiary has 
made what is being billed as the 
largest gold strike (600,000 ounces) 
in Idaho history. It's called 
Beartrack, and is located in Lemhi 
County, Idaho on the Salmon Na- 
tional Forest. 

A heap leach, open-pit mine is 
to be developed with an initial in- 
vestment of 40 million. Some 350 
exploratory holes were drilled in 
1989; production could start this 
year. A draft environmental impact 
statement for the mine's pollutant 
discharges has been released. The 
EPA's comments included concerns 
for "the potential for acid or toxic 
drainage impacts to the water 
quality of the south pit lake and the 
long term integrity of the heap and 
encapsulation system. Additional 
info is needed describing the wet- 
land communities and their func- 
tions and values. The basis for the 
conclusion that there will be no 
adverse effects on air quality should 
be included..." 

Burlington's Dec. 1990 an- 
nouncement that it would "sell" 
Meridian Minerals should not be 
taken seriously. The "sales" have 
generally just been the sale of stock 
to raise money for operations. The 


corporation's previous spinoffs of 
its resource subsidiaries (including 
Plum Creek Timber) are shell games 
where responsibility and tax liabil- 
ity are sheltered, but the directors 
and shareholders remain essen- 
tially the same. 

Another company, Canyon Re- 
sources, is a 15% owner of 
Beartrack; Meridian is also a partner 
in the adjacent Arnett Creek project 
with American Gold Resources. 

Remember friends, Burlington 
is a large, powerful, yet relatively 
unknown corporation. Any public- 
ity, etc. you could generate con- 
cerning this heinous operation is 
urgently needed! 

—George Draff an 

Nature Conser- 
vancy Sells-Out 
Desert Tortoises 

Desert tortoises urgently need 
your help — with their populations 
in 50% decline due to habitat loss, 
starvation from overgrazing pres- 
sure (due to domestic livestock) and 
dehydration (due to stress from 
disturbance such as ORV traffic), 
the Nature "Conservancy" now 
brags in its own magazine that it has 
given the environmentalist-seal-of- 
approval to the capture and re- 
moval of 871 desert tortoises from 
their native habitat in Nevada, so 
that construction projects can pro- 
ceed in the Las Vegas urban blight 
area! You see, the Nature Conser- 
vancy cut a deal with the developers 
— they buy their way out (with 
money towards a research facility to 
study whether the desert tortoise is 
becoming extinct) and the Conser- 
vancy turns a blind eye to the de- 
struction of habitat that is driving 
the tortoises to extinction! There is 
no mention in their magazine that 
the captured animals will ever be 
returned to the wild — and that's a 
significant number of tortoises. 
Take action! Call or write the Na- 
ture Conservancy and demand 
your subscription cancelled and 
your money back (if you've ever 
become a member or donor); oth- 
erwise say you were thinking of 
joining but this made you change 
your mind! and you'll spread the boy- 
cott! Say only an immediate halt to 
the project will change your mind. 

—New Mexico EF! 
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WANTED! MEL TROTTER, 


by LAPD for Grand Theft, Humboldt County Sheriff's Dept for 
failure to appear. Trotter, a regular at Redwood Summer basecamp, 
stole $9,000 in cash and checks from the EF! Corporate Fall 
Roadshow. Mel was traveling with the tour as roadie and security 
coordinator. He has recently been sighted in San Francisco and 
Seattle. He has been known to convince himself that he is an 
activist, and that he cares about Earth. Maybe he does, but Darryl 
Cherney, Kelpie Wilson and George Shook all took a financial 
beating after three dedicated weeks "stumping" for Mother Earth 
in Southern California. Call Darryl Cherney at 707-923-2108 and 
leave a message if you have information of Mel's whereabouts. Do 
not trust him. He is 6'6", 220 lbs., armed, and violent. He put on a 
good show for a while. Mel abandoned his dog in LA after taking 
all the tour's money. 

—Darryl Cherney 




Friends of the North 

Edmonton Friends of the North announce 
legal action against the Canadian federal govern- 
ment for the Daishowa pulp mill at Peace River. 

Two years ago our Alberta Provincial Govern- 
ment announced 10 new pulp mill projects for 
Northern Alberta, including doubling the size of 
the two pulp mills that were constructed 30 years 
ago. At that time these two pulp mills were the 
only ones in Alberta. 

We literally went to bed one night with two 
kraft pulp mills and woke up the next morning 
with 10 pulp mill projects. The Daishowa Pulp 
Mill is big and has plans for two expansions in 
1993 and 1995. It is a particularly dirty bleach 
kraft mill. Its own Environmental Impact As- 
sessment Report (EIAS) acknowledges that It will 
release dioxins and furans into the air and the 
Peace River, and that dioxins will be contained in 
their product. Its forestry management plan will, 
we believe, interfere substantially with the 
habitat of birds and wildlife in the forest manage- 
ment areas. 

Our Society, along with others, for over two 
years wrote numerous letters to Daishowa, the 
Federal government, and the Provincial govern- 
ment asking them to hold the required public 
meetings before the project proceeded. We got 
nowhere and have been forced to take legal 
action to try to force a public environmental 
review of the pulp mill. 

The native peoples of the area, as well as 
several environmental groups have joined the 
battle. Although we have raised $27,000 to date, 
we are far short of the anticipated $ 100,000 it will 
take just to get to trial. Our lawyers are already 
donating some of their time. Already there have 
been close to ten court applications and several 
weeks of discoveries in this action. 

The legal actions are important, as they are 
the first to test our application of the Federal 
Government's Environmental Assessment Re- 
view Process Guidelines to pulp mills. It is a 
precedent-setting case which has a strong likeli- 
hood of success. 

Please send contributions to: Edmonton 
Friends of the North, c/o 11539 - 42 Avenue, 
Edmonton. Alberta. Canada. T6T OW4. 

—Edmonton Friends of the North 

Tatshenshini Threatened 

A proposed new copper mine in the St. Elias 
Mountains of British Columbia, near the Alaskan 
border between Glacier Bay and Kluane National 
Park, threatens to destroy thousands of acres of 
wilderness and the wild waters of the 
Tatshenshini River. 

A Canadian company, Geddes Resources 
Ltd., wants to develop the biggest copper mine in 
North America at Windy Craggy Peak, slicing off 
its top and digging out millions of tons of ore. 
The company wants to haul the ore to a newly 
constructed port in Haines, Alaska, bringing 60 
ore trucks per day, 365 days a year for at least 20 
years through the middle of the Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve on the Chilkat River. 

The US Environmental Protection Agency 
and the Canadian Ministry of Environment have 
expressed concerns about four aspects of the 
proposed development: 

1. Acid runoff — the deposits in Windy 
Craggy are high in sulphur, which will cause 
extensive acid runoff from rock debris and tail- 
ings. Plans have been made to dump rock debris 
on two nearby glaciers. This method of handling 
debris has never been attempted, and it is un- 
known what effects the increased overburden 
will have on the glacier. Runoff from the glacier 
flows to the Tatshenshini and Alsek Rivers, im- 
portant salmon spawning streams and the source 
of major commercial and subsistence salmon 
fisheries in Dry Bay, near Haines. 

2. Earthquake danger — The proposed mine 
is in Canada's most active fault zone. In 1958, a 
7.5 earthquake caused major earth movements 
on Windy Craggy Peak. A proposed 2 1/2 mile 
long lake will be created by constructing a 360 
foot high earthen dam to contain 18,500 tons per 
day of acidic tailings from the mine. If the dam 
were damaged by an earthquake, leakage would 
run directly into Tats Creek and the Tatshenshini 
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Get ATVs OUT 
of National Forests! 

During a recent phone conversation with the 
Virginia Wilderness Coalition newsletter editor, 
Congressman Jim Olin (D-VA) said: "I have 
follow xi the activities of the Forest Service with 
regard to the ATV trails established in several 
areas. The results so far have not been favorable. 
ATV's are not compatible with the National For- 
est, and there should be a ruling to that effect. 
They destroy living flora, scare wildlife away, and 
are difficult for the FS to supervise. My first 
attempt to get a ruling against them has been to 
try to get the Forest Supervisors with whom I 
work to reach that conclusion themselves. I'm 
willing to address this problem, but I'm not sure 
that a majority in Congress would support such 
a move. I'd prefer to get the Presidential order 
that initially allowed ATV's in the forests termi- 
nated. I'm not sure what the right method is, but 
I intend to see whether we can't find some good 
way to address this problem." Let's Support this 
guy! Write Jim Olin (D-VA), House Agriculture 
Committee, 1314 Longworth House Office Bldg., 
Washington, DC 20515 (202)225-5431. 

—Chris Bolgiano 


River. 

3. Haul road — A proposed 70 mile haul road, 
which includes a six mile stretch built directly on 
Tats Glacier, will connect the mine with the 
Haines Highway. This road will open up a section 
of completely undeveloped wilderness between 
Glacier Bay National Park in Alaska and Kluane 
National Park in Canada. The 60 ore trucks that 
will travel this road every day will continue on 
through the Chilkat Bald Eagle Preserve, where 
thousands of bald eagles come to feed every year 
in the largest gathering of bald eagles in the 
world. 

4. Continued development in fragile wil- 
derness — According to Geddes President, Gerald 
Harper, "We see this as creating many, many new 
jobs (in Canada), and really, a new wealth. The 
project is so big it can improve Canada's foreign 
trade balance and open the region up to other 
resource development as well as recreation." 

Geddes has sunk 50 million dollars into this 
project already, but as yet, little construction has 
been undertaken and is closed for the winter 
season. There is still time to stop this monstrosity 
that threatens to carve up the little wilderness 
remaining in Canada and Alaska into islands of 
infertile parks. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to your (so- 
called) representatives and urge them to take 
action to protect our remaining wilderness from 
destruction by private business interests. Write 
the following officials in Canada and Alaska and 
tell them about your interest in the destruction of 
this valuable resource: Alaska Governor Wally 
Hickel (Yep, 'fraid so!), Pouch A, Juneau, Alaska 
99811. Premier Van Der Zahn, Parliament 
Building, Victoria, B.C. V8V 1X4. Lucien 
Bouchard, Minister of the Environment, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A0H3. 

—Michael Lewis 


Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has just 
completed its wilderness proposal and EIS for 
Utah. The recommended alternative consists of 
only 1,975,219 acres of public land, mostly in 
southern Utah. The BLM's "All wilderness" al- 
ternative consists of 3,235,834 acres. The pro- 
posal and EIS are published in seven volumes. 
The summary volume contains a number of 
statewide color maps depicting not only the 
weaker EIS alternatives, but also the superior 
Utah Wilderness Coalition proposal. For a copy 
of the BLM summary volume, write Dr. Greg 
Thayn, BLM (U-933), 324 S. State St., Suite 301, 
POBox 45155, Salt Lake City, UT 84145-0155. 

Southern Utah Wilderness Association 
(SUWA) is also looking for adopters for wilder- 
ness units to keep them informed about any 
abuses and to eventually testify to Congress on 
behalf of the areas. SUWA supports the UWC 
proposal. Contact SUWA at 436 Alameda Ave., 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 to help. 

SUWA is also considering offering a class 
somewhere in southern Utah for people inter- 
ested in staking a claim under the 1872 Mining 
Law. Beat the mining industry at their own game, 
get there first! If interested, contact Ken Rait at 
SUWA. 

—Arizona EF! 

Wildlife Refuge Reform: 

Public Meetings Nationwide 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has 
prepared a draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment for the management of the National Wild- 
life Refuge System and, through a series of public 
meetings, is conducting a "scoping process" to 
help identify management options. Your in- 
volvement in the process is crucial in determin- 
ing the preferred management options for the 
National Wildlife Refuge system! Please plan to 
attend the meeting closest to you. The meetings 
are being held all over the US. Write Defenders of 
Wildlife for a copy of this action alert, and the 
dates and locations of the FWS meetings: De- 
fenders of Wildlife, 1244 19th St., NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20036. If you will be unable to attend 
the meetings, write the FWS to obtain a work- 
book; just remember that the little book probably 
won't contain all the options for wildlife refuge 
management that it should. Write: Refuges 2003 
Planning Team, US Dept, of the Interior, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Mail Stop 670 ARLSQ, 1849 C. 
St., NW, Washington, DC 20240. 

—Defenders 

Caltrans Paving 
Redwoods 

, The California Department of Transporta- 
tion (Caltrans) is planning to build a new section 
of Highway 101 through memorial groves of 
giant redwoods in Del Norte Creek Redwoods 
State Park near Crescent City, California. 
Caltrans has laid out six alternative routes for the 
new road, five of which would devastate giant 
redwood groves. A sixth alternative would place 
the road on dearcut land outside the park and is 
preferred by public interest groups. For more 
info, please contact: District Director, Caltrans, 
PO Box 3700, Eureka, CA 95502. 

—ANDERSON VALLEY (CA) ADVERTISER 



The Killing Nets Kalmiopsis Attacked from the South 


Deepset driftnets continue to snare thousands 
of striped bass in the deep channels of the Chesa- 
peake Bay. The corpses of innumerable other 
fish, mostly of the herring species, litter the 
surface, thrown out by the driftnetters as "trash" 
fish. 

Chesapeake EF! picketed the HQ of the Mary- 
land Dept, of Natural Resources (DNR) on the 
morning of the opening of the killing season, 
greeting incoming DNR employees with banners 
and placards denouncing the driftnets. 

After the workers were all tucked into their 
offices, the ecorabble went into the building to 
visit Torrey Brown, head of the DNR, to demand 
he halt the killing. He saw us coming and 
slammed his door. When the EFIers indicated 
they'd stay until he met with us, he sent out an 
undersecretary to catch the flack. In the 
undersec's office we challenged the faulty statis- 
tics that allowed opening of the season, and 
urged a halt to the fishery. He was unmoved, but 
did promise to be sure his fishery police kept a 
tight rein on the netters. 

Next stop was a check-in station in Annapolis. 
The plan was to confront the driftnetters as they 
came in with their catch, but the check-un sta- 
tion warned off the fishermen, who apparently 
went to alternative stations. 

Chesapeake EF! has scraped together enough 
$ $ to charter a boat to monitor and document the 
fishery and enforce the regulations. Because of 
our intention to enforce the laws against poach- 
ing and other regulations, several charterboat 
captains have backed down after initially com- 
mitting. We may yet charter a crab or oyster boat 
if they are willing. 

Gotta boat that isn't "winterized?" Give us a 
call at 301-855-2975 right away. 
—Chesapeake EF! 

Anascotia Threatened 

The Anacostia river watershed covers 169.9 
square miles northeast of Washington DC. It is a 
major tributary of the Potomac River, and spans 
the Coastal Plain and the Plateau. 

Historically the river was overflowing, teem- 
ing with life. In 1 608 Cpt. John Smith, exploring 
the Anacostia, wrote of fish ..."lying so thick with 
their heads above water, for want of nets.. .we 
attempted to catch them with a frying pan." In 
1634, Father Andrew White, describing the for- 
ests around the Anacostia, wrote of trees "so 
straight and tall that beams 60 feet long and 2 1/ 
2 feet wide can be made with them" (not a very 
biocentric guy!). 

The Anacostia and its tributaries are spawning 
beds for many fish, including rockfish, white 
perch, yellow perch, hickory shad, american 
shad, and sturgeon. At least 50 species offish are 
known to have lived in the Anacostia. 70% of the 
forests that once covered the watershed are gone, 
replaced with agriculture, sand and gravel mines, 
suburban and urban cancers. 

Not content with destruction of 70% of the 
watershed's forests, elements of the developer 
cabal have been hard at work this year destroying 
the remainder. One of the most greedy is de- 
veloper Dan Colton, who has gotten permission 
from Prince George County and other authorities 
to create his "Riverside" (riverdde!) project 
which will destroy wetlands and forests that form 
part of the "green chain" that connects the wa- 
tersheds of the Anacostia, Potomac, Patuxent, 
South, Rhode, Severn and West Rivers to each 
other and the Chesapeake Bay. 

Ecoddal, but legal, the developer is being 
fought by the local communities and a network 
of biocentric activists known as the Greenspace 
Coalition. Several Greenspacers have been ar- 
rested while blocking Colton's bulldozers. The 
local county paper carried a claim by Colton that 
$50,000 worth of damage has been incurred by 
his construction equipment. 

In a victory for the river, an attempt by Colton 
to get nearby municipalities to pay to construct 
roads for his project has been nixed. 

The battle goes on. If this is your kind of 
problem, contact the Greenspace Coalition at 
301-779-1740 for updates and info. 
—Chesapeake Earth First! 


Having finally managed to to get a road and 
the requisite dearcuts installed up against the 
northern edge of the protected Kalmiopsis Wil- 
derness with the help of the 1987 Silver Fire and 
the dastardly deeds of US Senator Mark O. 
Hatfield, the US Forest Service has recently 
mounted an attack from the southeast into the 
presently unroaded haven of biodiversity that 
constitutes the headwaters area of Canyon Creek. 
Flying under the banner "New Perspectives" 
(view from the asshole), and touting the tenets of 
"New Forestry" (in which obfuscation is the first 
prindple), the Freds are cordially inviting envi- 
ronmentalists to partidpate (bend over) in the 
thrashing of their favorite de facto wilderness ar- 
eas. Here we have a classic case of the blatant 
twisting of current sdentific judgement to serve 
the obscene demands of corporate greed. 

Barbara Ullian, the indefatigable conserva- 
tion chair of the Siskiyou Audubon chapter, lays 
out the basic situation: "The Canyon Planning 
Area is an East/West system of tributaries of the 
Wild and Scenic Illinois River and its important 
wild runs of Salmon and Steelhead [no hatchery 
fish have been introduced to the Illinois system]. 
It is the middle of three proposed sales for '92 & 
'93 in the South Kalmiopsis Roadless Area, which 
is directly adjacent to the eastern edge of the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness — bounded on the north 
by the Illinois and the south by the Wild and 
Scenic North Fork Smith." 

The majority of the landscape in the South 
Kalmiopsis is the stark, sparsely vegetated but 
botanically rich serpentine influenced soils — 
what David Rains Wallace in The Klamath Knot 
calls the "red rock forest." Wallace says that this 
is one of the last large expanses of native bunch 
grass in the West. The red rock forest, to the 
casual observer, appears to be a veritable desert, 
but upon close inspection it is anything but — it 
hosts clear free-flowing creeks and numerous 
springs and Darlingtonia bogs that harbor rare 
and sensitive botanicals. This area is an extremely 
complicated, sensitive hydrological system in a 
heavily-faulted, complex geologic landscape, and 
the diversity of the forest reflects this. Sugar Pine, 
Doug Fir, and Port Orford Cedar 300-458 years 
old are scattered in islands of forest surrounded 
by the harsh serpentine and on the steep slopes of 


Park for Mary's Peak? 

Last year the Bureau of Land Management 
and the US Forest Service sold adjacent timber 
sales on Marys Peak. Located about 15 miles 
southwest of Corvallis, Oregon, Marys Peak is the 
highest peak and one of the last few remaining 
natural forested areas in the Oregon Coast Range. 

A mixed-age diverse native forest covers most 
of Marys Peak, and a natural high elevation 
meadow crowns her 4097 foot summit. A unique 
stand of almost pure noble fir surrounds the 130 
acre meadow. The meadow is at the heart of the 
838 acre Marys Peak Scenic Botanical Special 
Interest Area, which draws an estimated 90,000 
recreational visits each year. Last spring the 
Forest Service received a letter from a group 
calling themselves the Muirellettes, claiming to 
have placed 120 metal and ceramic spikes in the 
Forest Service Chintimini Park Sale on Marys 
Peak. The Forest Service investigated the sale area 
but apparently found no evidence of tree spiking. 
In June the sale was put up for bid and potential 
buyers were informed of the alleged spiking inci- 
dent. After the advertisement of the sale, the 
Muirellettes sent letters to several newspapers, 
again claiming to have spiked the sale. The Forest 
Service investigated once more, and this time 
found "evidence of someone having been there," 
but no spikes were found. Freres Lumber of 
Lyons, Oregon, purchased the sale, and in early 
August began felling trees for road construction. 
The fellers found tree sitters and their chainsaws 
found the spikes! 

In late August many people became aware of 
the BLM sale. This prompted the formation of a 
citizen's group called Marys Peak Alliance. The 
Alliance has been using all legal means available 
to prevent harvest of both the USFS Chintimini 
Park sale of 120 acres and the BLM Shotpouch sale 


the Kalmiopsis Rim (the headwaters of the stream 
system), and this is where the harvest units in the 
Canyon Planning Area are proposed. There are 
wonderful pockets of Shasta Red Fir and Brewer 
Spruce (a Klamath province endemic and pre-ice 
age relict) in the higher elevations, and the 
Freddies still propose eleven miles of timber ac- 
cess roads below the Wilderness rim. 

Canyon Creek may be one of the more im- 
portant tributaries of the upper Illinois system. 
Though heavily-mined in the lower reaches on 
and off since 1851, the drainage has not been 
entered for timber harvest and seems to support 
a small, strong run of wild steelhead important to 
the Illinois River, whose wild stocks are legendary 
in quality, but are in serious decline (and may 
soon be listed). A mysterious population of large 
cuttthroat trout has also been found in Canyon 
Creek, but the whole system is on the edge. Raise 
the stream temperature and what will happen? 
Enter and harvest the few heavily-forested areas 
in a sparsely vegetated landscape and what will 
happen to the balance of the whole system? 

We need time — time for adequate assess- 
ment of the fisheries on the Illinois and Canyon 
Creek, time to look more closely at the complex 
hydrology and to complete botanical surveys. 
Especially, we need time to bring Canyon and the 
South Kalmiopsis to the attention of the rest of 
the nation, for it may well be the center of 
diversity — the heart of the Klamath/Siskiyou 
Bioregion. Ecologist Robert Whittaker, who did 
did much of his Klamath fieldwork here, com- 
mented, "Because the Klamath Region is not well 
known, it may be appropriate to observe that this 
is an area of biological interest as great as that of 
the Southern Appalachians... as dramatic an ex- 
pression of relations of natural communities to 
geological formations as is to be found anywhere 
in the world." 

Barbara Ullian has since told me that she 
considers Canyon Creek a prime candidate for a 
World Heritage Site, but only if we can keep roads 
and dearcuts out while we mount a campaign. 
Let the Forest Service know how you feel (Denny 
Holthus, District Ranger, Illinois Valley Ranger 
District, 26568 Redwood Highway, Cave Junc- 
tion, OR 97523). Also, ask to be put on the 
Canyon Project mailing list. 

—George Shook 


of 69 acres, and to establish a 20,000 acre park on 
Marys Peak. 

Public demonstrations and letters from pub- 
lic officials, environmental groups and the 
Corvallis City Council didn't persuade the BLM 
to stop the Shotpouch sale and it was awarded to 
Diamond B Lumber Co. of Philmouth, Oregon, 
in late November. There has been so much public 
outcry that Diamond B has consented to work 
with the Marys Peak Alliance, possibly to modify 
or swap the sale for one of equal value on BLM 
land elsewhere. Also due to all the public pres- 
sure, both the BLM and the USFS have consented 
to work with the Alliance toward the establish- 
ment of the Marys Peak Park. 

For more information, contact Marys Peak 
Alliance, POB 2285, Corvallis, OR 97339. 
—WAYNE HUNTER 
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Fight the Power: Hydro-Quebec 


By Ursula Aves & Terre Goldman 


Imagine a pristine sub-arctic forest dotted 
with small lakes, gradually giving way to tundra 
in the north. Since the retreat of the glaciers, the 
rivers have swollen each spring as the snow 
melts. Large pike and whitefish inhabit the rivers 
and lakes. The forests contain stunted black 
spruce, tamarack and jack pine. The trunks of the 
largest trees — 100 or more years old — are only 
six inches in diameter. 

This land has a delicate ecology of coastal 
marshes, muskeg and pinelands in which the 
animals and native people have lived for tens of 
thousands of years. It is an immense, beautiful 
land that, despite millennia of habitation by 
humans, has remained untouched by industrial 
civilization and has remained pristine — until 
very recently. Within three centuries of contact 
with Europeans this delicate and vitally impor- 
tant ecosystem is threatened with total destruc- 
tion. 

The James Bay region of northern Quebec is 
the largest wilderness remaining in eastern North 
America. This shallow salt water bay is the 
southern extension of Hudson Bay and is the 
largest northern drainage system on the conti- 
nent. Fresh water from virtually every ma jor river 
in the heart of the continent north of the Great 
Lakes flows into James Bay. There it mixes with 
the Bay's salt, water over marshy tidal flats to 
create a vast, diverse ecosystem. 

This rich ecosystem is teeming with caribou, 
moose and beaver as well as seals, walrus, beluga 
whales, polar bears and the many anadromous 
fish that return from the ocean to spawn in the 
fresh water rivers of James Bay. This is also 
"staging ground" for migratory birds, from geese 
and ducks to some shore birds who may migrate 
as far south as Tierra del Fuego. These birds flock 
here by the millions in the spring, summer and 
fall to feed, nest and rest in preparation for their 
long flights south. 

James Bay is threatened by an enormous 
hydro electric complex, one of the largest engi- 
neering projects ever attempted in human his- 
tory. It would harness the energy of almost every 
drop of water in the 20 mightiest rivers flowing 
through 350,000 sq. kilometers (217,000 sq. 
miles) of northwestern Quebec. Cascading rivers 
would be dammed and diverted to create reser- 
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voirs, flooding a combined area bigger than the 
surface of Lake Ontario and irrevocably altering a 
portion of this continent equal in size to France. 
Some rivers would be reduced to a trickle; others 
bloated into reservoirs. 

Ontario Hydro and Hydro-Quebec (H-Q) are 
the two provincial utility companies committed 
to "developing" the north. The James Bay Project 
was first proposed by Quebec Premier Robert 
Bourassa in 1970. The Project consists of three 
parts: La Grande River Project, the Great Whale 
River Project, and the Nottaway/Broadback/ 
Rupert (NBR) Rivers Project. These plans were 
announced without informing the native Cree 
and Inuit inhabitants of the region. The James 
Bay complex was seen as a means of providing 
Quebec with a symbol of national pride and a 
source of economic independence during a pe- 
riod of separatist unrest. "Quebec has a fascinat- 
ing challenge to meet ... the conquest of northern 
Quebec, its rushing spectacular rivers .... Quebec 
... must conquer James Bay," wrote Bourassa in a 
book promoting the project. 


Phase One 

The first phase of the project, known as La 
Grande or James Bay I, has already been built. It 
consists of 15 major dams which have flooded 
almost 4,500 square miles of forested land. In 
this phase, five smaller rivers were diverted into 
La Grande River to increase its power. Its average 
flow into James Bay has doubled and is upwards 
of four times the previous rate in winter. 10,000 
Caribou were drowned during this stage when 
they attempted to follow ancestral migration 
routes through newly created floodplain. 


Mercury Contamination 

The immense reservoirs have leached mer- 
cury from the submerged rock, causing toxic 
mercury levels to enter the food chain. Mercury 
is commonly found in rocks throughout the 
north in an insoluble form that does not affect 
the air and water. However, bacteria associated 
with decomposition of organic matter transform 
it into methyl mercury, which vaporizes, enters 
the atmosphere, then falls back into the water. 
From there it enters the food chain, reaching 
highest concentrations in 
fish species that prey on 
other fish. The Cree and 
Inuit people consume large 
quantities of such fish — 
pickerel, pike and lake trout, 
their most reliable source of 
protein. H-Q has officially 
warned the Cree against eat- 
ing fish caught downstream 
from La Grande 2 hydro- 
dam, and women of 
childbearing age are cau- 
tioned not to consume fish 
from anywhere in the entire 
complex. A 1984 study of 
Cree in the village of 
Chisasibi at the mouth of La 
Grande found that 64 per- 
cent of the villagers had un- 
safe levels of mercury in their 
bodies. Levels of mercury in 
fish downstream from the 
dams climbed to six times 
their normal levels within 
months of the project's 
completion. 

Nigel Roulet, a scientist 
at York University in Toronto 
who has studied methane 
production in northeastern 
Quebec, says "the Jaines Bay 
reservoirs could be a signifi- 
cant new source of methane, 
and contribute to the green- 
house effect." 


Indigenous Peoples 

"This is what we want to 
protect: the land and our way 
of life. Our way of life de- 


at James Bay 


pends upon the rivers continuing to flow and 
upon the forests and the animals continuing to 
thrive," says Cree chief Diom Romeo Saganash. 
The Phase one flooding amounted to a severe 
attack on the self-sufficient sustainable economy 
which the Cree and Inuit have maintained on the 
land for countless centuries. As a result, increas- 
ing numbers of young Cree and Inuit began 
leaving their homeland to seek employment in 
Montreal and Toronto — which, in turn, led to 
the abandonment of native language, diet, spiri- 
tuality and other traditions. 

The construction of the La Grande hydro 
complex led to the rapid erosion of traditional 
native culture. Hunting grounds which the Cree 
had used for thousands of years were flooded. It 
was this devastation which prompted Cree Chief 
Robbie Dick to state; "When you turn on the 
switch, you're killing us." 



Phase Two 


The first of the Phase Two dams are slated to 
be built in the basin of the wild Great Whale 
River, which flows into Hudson Bay, north of La 
Grande. This phase includes three power stations 
and the diversion of two other rivers. Three or 
four reservoirs would be created on the Great 
Whale River by 2001. 

The water would be collected in vast reser- 
voirs behind powerhouses on the main rivers. 
While some would be released year-round to spin 
turbines and generate electricity, the system is 
geared more to winter when demand for power is 
at its peak. Then reservoir levels would drop as 
much as 20 meters as water is released and gen- 
erating stations are pushed to capacity. These 
changing water levels will prevent the develop- 
ment of stable shoreline habitat for waterfowl, as 
the experience of the phase 1 dams shows. 

Ecological Destruction 

The dams would wreak havoc on salinity 
levels in James Bay. Changes in fresh water flow 
into the bay would threaten fish and mammals 
that require specific food and water conditions to 
survive. The deforestation and the subsequent 
decay of these flooded regions would produce 
184 million tons of carbon dioxide and methane, 
major greenhouse gases. 

In the shrunken waterways, riverbeds would 
dry up, leaving stagnant pools. Exposed clay and 
sand are easily eroded by rain and melting snow, 
and sediment would choke the mouths of tribu- 
taries. Spawning grounds would be destroyed 
and species such as brook trout, which live in 
clear, oxygen-rich rapids, could no longer sur- 
vive. 

The heavy erosion caused by the periodic 
flooding would result in the destruction of new 
vegetation struggling to establish itself in the 
exposed, barren riverbeds, eliminating habitat 
for ptarmigan, Canada geese and some species of 
ducks. 

Shorelines would become a tangled, inacces- 
sible mess as frees and shrubs die and rot. Decay- 
ing vegetation eats up dissolved oxygen in the 
water and adds to the supply of nutrients, cre- 
ating algae blooms. 

Major changes would also occur in estuaries, 
where river flows have been reduced or increased. 
Water temperature patterns, the length and ex- 
tent of ice cover in winter, and the mixing of fresh 
and salt water — all would be altered. 

This would severely disrupt coastal marshes 


and tidal flats which are rich feeding grounds for 
many species of migratory birds. It is in this 
habitat that they must eat voraciously for a short 
time to store for flights to wintering areas in the 
southern United States and Central America. 

A main source of food is a small clam that 
burrows in vast numbers in the mud of saltwater 
marshes and tidal flats. Millions of birds would 
have no alternative food if these feeding spots are 
destroyed by ice scouring or changes in salinity 
and temperature. According to an Audubon 
Society report, many species "would be severely 
threatened, possibly even to extinction." 

Beluga whales winter in ice-free waters 
around islands in James Bay. The open areas 
appear to result from the spacing of the islands 
and the action of wind and tides in the channels 
among them. If ice patterns are affected by 
altered river flows, the whales could be at risk. 

Aluminum Production 

Quebec recently approved construction of 
three new aluminum smelters, which the prov- 
ince attracted, in part, by offering the huge 
amounts of power needed by the plants at a cost 
tied to the international price of aluminum. 

The province is using James Bay Two to lure 
yet more aluminum plants to the province with 
"cheap" electricity generated by the hydro- 
dams. The French aluminum firm Pechiney was 
even invited to purchase power at below H-Q's 
cost of production to "sop up" the excess elec- 
tricity created by James Bay One. Because of 
revelations such as this there is now an injunc- 
tion against Canadian press writing about H-Q's 
aluminum contracts. 

Aluminum, in addition to being one of the 
most energy-intensive industries in the world, is 
also one of the most polluting. Toxic fluoride 
from aluminum plants has already seriously con- 
taminated the St. Lawrence Valley, effecting 
many communities including the Mohawk res- 
ervation of Akwesasne and the Beluga whales in 
the river. Aluminum smelters have also been 
conveniently exempted by Quebec and Canada 
from environmental review, a fact which allows 
Quebec to undercut its competitors. 

Helene Lajambe, an economist with the 
Center for Energy Policy Analysis at the Uni- 
versity of Quebec in Montreal says "James Bay 
doesn't make sense for Quebec." The province is 
already a wasteful consumer of electricity and 
demand is being fuelled artificially — through ad 
campaigns and price breaks — to justify , the 
project, she says. According to energy analysts 
power projects and aluminum smelters are ex- 
pensive and environmentally damaging ways to 
create relatively few jobs. 

Phase Three 

Phase Three, The Nottaway/Broadback/ 
Rupert Project, would impact the three largest 
rivers which flow into the southern end of James 
Bay. The Nottaway and Rupert rivers are to be 
diverted into the Broadback. Hydro-Quebec's 
target for completion of the first powerhouse is 
from 1998 to 2004. In addition, 12 sets of 
transmission lines - with a combined length of 
more than 5,500 kilometers and nearly 12,000 
towers - will carry the power to markets in south- 
ern Quebec, from where it would be routed to 
customers in Canada the US. 

Logging, Mining and Roads 

The access road to the NBR project will also 
open up from 12 to 18 million cubic meters of 
forest, most of which would be exported. "The 
environment would be subsidizing not only the 
sale of hydro but also lumber to the United 


Before the Dams 

California was once 
a place of magnificent flux 

Before the dams 

This summer 
during the hot time 
let the dams burst 
let the waters run free 

—SOL 


States," says Cree leader Brian Craik. In 1989 the 
logging companies were given permission to cut 
without following environmental guidelines. 

Hydro-Quebec roads have already opened the 
region up to copper, zinc, silver and gold mining. 
The road to Great Whale promises more of the 
same including the disruption of over 900 
streams and waterways and easier access for tro- 
phy hunters. 

Ontario-Hydro 

Ontario-Hydro has plans for 58 small (rela- 
tive to H-Q scale) dams for the rivers entering 
James Bay from the west. Though not as colossal 
as H-Q's projects they present further calamity for 
the region. 

Legal History 

In 1970, to protect their way of life, the Cree 
went to court to attempt to stop the project. 
Environmental groups from Canada and the 
United States helped to inform the citizens of 
Quebec, Canada and the United States about 
what was happening in Northern Quebec. The 
people related to the court the 
way in which they lived in har- 
mony with the land and the 
wildlife. 

After six months of testi- 
mony, the Cree won their case. 

The court granted an injunc- 
tion to stop the La Grande 
Project on the basis of the in- 
digenous peoples' rights to the 
territory. However, one week 
after the decision, it was over- 
turned by the Quebec Court of 
Appeal, which decided that the 
damages to the Cree could be 
compensated in money. In 
hopes of mitigating the damage 
the Cree were forced to negoti- 
ate a settlement. 

The James Bay and North- 
ern Quebec Agreement took a 
total of two years to negotiate. 

Commitments were made by 
Quebec and Canada in the ef- 
fort to induce the Cree to sign 
the Agreement, but Cree leader 
Saganash says that these com- 
mitments "have been consis- 
tently ignored and breached ... 

A constitutionally protected 
environmental protection re- 
gime has been undermined by 
white collar terrorism." Con- 
struction of the La Grande 
Project proceeded. 

The GRAND Canal 

Of all the development 
plans for James Bay on the 
drawing boards, the Great Re- 
cycling And Northern Develop- 
ment (GRAND) Canal project 
would have the most devastating impact on the 
Bay. Bourassa has advanced this plan for water 
diversion, which would transform all or part of 
the marine basin of James Bay into a vast freshwa- 
ter reservoir. 

The GRAND project's basic idea is to "recycle" 
freshwater from northern Quebec by diverting it 
before the water can mingle with salty Hudson 
Bay. A gigantic dyke at the mouth of James Bay 
would turn the inlet into an enormous fresh 
water lake. The Harricana River would be re- 
versed, a canal would be dug to connect it to the 
Ottawa River and then connecting that to the 
French River, which runs into Lake Huron. The 
water would then be routed through the Great 
Lakes via a series of reservoirs and aqueducts, and 
from there to the Missouri River, which would be 
re-routed west to irrigate the huge agribusiness 
farms of the US southwest deserts. 

"These plans would ... cause major pollution 
problems for which no solutions can be envi- 
sioned." says Colin Isaacs, executive director of 
Pollution Probe, Canada's leading environmen- 
tal group. 

Ironically, Bourassa cites the greenhouse ef- 
fect as a factor leading to water shortages and 
making such a scheme desirable. However, di- 
verting the fresh water would increase salinity in 


the arctic sea and actually speed the melting of 
the polar ice cap. Furthermore, ecologists who 
have long been warning of the dire consequences 
of over-exploitation of the Colorado River and 
California's Mono Lake shudder at the destruc- 
tion that any irrigation project as ambitious as 
the Grand Canal would wreak on the continent's 
watersheds, soil fertility and prospects for halting 
agricultural and urban expansion. GRAND 
would take advantage of the already immense 
concentration of fresh water created by the hydro 
dams. 

In January 1985, a New York City press con- 
ference announced the formation of Grandco, a 
consortium organized to promote GRAND 
fulltime that consists of international construc- 
tion giant Bechtel, the SNC armaments company 
and three engineering firms. Atomic Energy of 
Canada Ltd. has also been involved, pushing the 
idea that the giant water pumps needed for the 
diversion could be powered by the company's 
"Slowpoke" mini nuclear reactors. 

Grandco players have estimated that the 
James Bay region will warm by 2 degrees Celsius 


(3.6 Fahrenheit) if GRAND is built. That is in 
addition to the 1.5-to-4.5 C increase by 2030 
expected to result from the greenhouse effect. A 
3 °C temperature increase from whatever source, 
according to estimates by Environment Canada, 
could cause thawed tundra, a shrinking polar ice 
cap and flooded coastal cities. At minimum, the 
warmer Arctic would mean increased algal 
blooms in the North Atlantic, already a major 
source of red tides, methane and sulfur dioxide 
(which causes acid rain). The habitat of the Bay 
would be completely altered, making it uninhab- 
itable for most wildlife now dependent on it. 
The US Connection 

Maine's Public Utility Commission has sus- 
pended that state's contracts for James Bay Two 
power on the grounds of insufficient cost-effec- 
tiveness. Vermont has limited proposed pur- 
chases pending further studies on their necessity. 
Contracts with NEEPOOL, a consortium of sev- 
eral New England utilities, are under negotiation. 
Opponents in New England are still working to 
completely stop these deals. 

All of these contracts, however, are dwarfed 
by the mammoth New York state purchases 
which have already been approved by the state's 
Public Service Commission. New York Power 
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James Bay... 

Authority (NYPA) has contracted to pay 20 bil- 
lion dollars for 1,800 megawatts of electricity 
from James Bay Two. NYPA argues that this 20 
billion dollars does not fund the destruction of 
the environment to be caused by the Great Whale 
River Project. The contracts will in fact contrib- 
ute to the destruction of the Great Whale, Little 
Whale, Boutin, Coates and Natapoca Rivers. 

If the US H-Q contracts are canceled, a major 
portion of the market for this electricity will 
dissolve. There is very little in the way of environ- 
mental regulations in Quebec. Opponents are 
focusing on this as a strategy. In NY and Massa- 
chusetts efforts are being made to apply state 
environmental standards to the hydro dams 
from which the states are importing electricity. 

The USA has an international responsibility 
for the environment. Marine mammals and 
migratory birds are protected (on paper) by inter- 
national conventions signed by Canada and the 
USA. Many species of birds whose habitat in- 
cludes parts of the US nest in James Bay. 

In Quebec, the population is expected to start 
declining by the year 2006. Hydro-Quebec, how- 
ever, is actually encouraging consumers to use 
more electricity. 

In order to increase the demand so that their 
projects can be rationalized to the public, Hydro- 
Quebec has aggressively marketed its electricity 
in the US and has agreements for at least 2,200 
megawatts of firm power for over 20 years. If NY 
implemented a program of energy conservation 
it would save more electricity than it is purchas- 
ing from Canada for the same price. If New York 
cancels the contracts the territory would likely be 
saved. 



Resistance 

• The Cree, along with environmentalists, have 
pledged to resist construction of James Bay 2 and 
have launched numerous legal and legislative 
efforts to halt it. They maintain, however, that 
resistance in the US — where the project is being 
underwritten — is essential in the struggle. 

• On Jan 5th over 200 people demonstrated at 
the Canadian Consulate in NYC to protest the 
beginning of the permit process for the building 
of the road to Great Whale, the start of Phase II. 
Representatives from the Cree Grand Council, 
and folks from Maine and Virginia were among 
the protesters. In December the James Bay Action 
Team greeted H-Q CEO Richard Druin as he 
addressed media representatives and potential 
investors at a luncheon in Manhattan. A lawsuit 
against NYPA demanding that the contracts be 
subject to NYS environmental review was lost at 
the end of 1990 but is on appeal. A teach-in & 
march are planned for early spring and a cam- 
paign is under way to get electric consumers to 
sticker their electric bills with the message "Un- 
plug me from Hydro-Quebec, James Bay Two 
kills!" 

• New York has until November 1 to cancel its 
contracts. Governor Cuomo appoints the board 
of NYPA, whieh is purchasing this electricity and 
reselling it to the local utilities. Cuomo needs to 
hear from people throughout the country. His 
consolidation of power within the state makes 
him unresponsive to local public opinion. He 
does, however, have his eyes on the presidency 
and is therefore sensitive to political opinion 
nationally. Just in case he wants to be the next 

"environmental president," lets make it clear 
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that James Bay is his responsibility. 

• On January 10th at the inauguration of Gover- 
nor Richard Snelling, Vermont activists hung a 
banner reading "Your Electricity Dollars at Work; 
Ecocide and Genocide in James Bay. Don't Buy 
Hydro Quebec." The Vermont All Species Project 
and Vermont Earth First! brought the word about 
James Bay to the people of that state with a road 
show in the winter of 89/90. 

• Vermont has until April 1st to cancel its 
contracts without penalty. In March, 14 towns 
will vote on purchasing H-Q electricity. On 
March 22 through 24 a James Bay activist con- 
ference sponsored by Catalyst will be held in 
Burlington, VT. Winona LaDuke of the Indig- 
enous Womens Network and David Brower of 
Earth Island Institute will attend. Dana Lyons 
will also be there as part of his James Bay/ 
Rainforest road show with John Seed. 

• Massachusetts activists protested at the January 
3 inauguration of Governor Weld. 

• Networks are forming throughout the north- 
eastern part of the continent. Unlike the govern- 
ments and the corporations, we are not letting an 
arbitrary border affect our organizing. James Bay 
brings together many issues: survival for native 
peoples, the struggle against profligate energy 
use and polluting industries, and the protection 
and regeneration of wilderness. The preservation 
of James Bay could set the stage for the reemer- 
gence of wilderness throughout the east. 

• Canadian activists are demanding that an 
independent environmental assessment be done 
on the whole project from the existing dams to 
the GRAND Canal. Studying the whole project 
would severely limit prospects for construction. 
Removing financial support from Hydro-Quebec 
in the way of investments could also prevent the 
destruction of the ecosystem. 

• The Cree and Inuit are leading the fight. They 
have traveled long and far to gain support. They 
are willing to go to great lengths to make sure 
their home is preserved. 

What You Can Do 

If you don't live in the Northeast but you 
want to stop one of the largest construction 
projects on the planet, make it an issue in your 
region. Write to the local paper about it. Talk 
about global impacts. Write to the people listed 
below. Link James Bay with the Persian Gulf war 
as examples of the need to stop raping the earth 
to satisfy our endless energy greed. 

Write to: NY Governor Mario Cuomo, State 
Capitol, Albany, NY 12224, 518-474-4727, and 
VT Governor Richard Snelling, 109 State Street, 
Montpelier, VT 05602. Tell them to cancel the 
contracts. Write Hon. Robert de Cotret, Min- 
ister of the Environment, House of Commons, 
Rm 5115, Center Block, Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A0A6. Tell him to stop the roads and the dams. 
Do a real Environmental Assesment Including 
the existing structures and the GRAND canal. 
Write Hydro-Quebec, 75 boul. Rene-Levesque 
ouest, Montreal, Quebec H2Z 1A4, Canada, and 
NY Power Authority, 1633 Broadway, New York, 
NY 10019, (800) 336-NYPA, ext. 6448. You know 
what to tell them. Write Ben and Jerrys Board 
of Directors, Waterbury, VT 05676, and tell 
them to speak out against massive environmen- 
tal destruction in their own backyard. It's rela- 
tively easy to criticize rainforest destruction from 
Vermont. Tell them you'd like to see a teiga 
flavor. Apparently there is a power authority 
hack on their Board. (Tell them to include James 
Bay and the Grand Canal projects in their litera- 
ture, especially since they are already working on 
water diversion issues.) 

Send letters of support to: The Grand Council of 
the Cree, 2 Lakeshore Road, Nemaska, James Bay, 
Quebec JOY3BO. 

March 22 - 24th: James Bay Activist Confer- 
ence. University of Vermont, P.O. Box 1308, 
Montpelier, Vt. 05601 Contact: Catalyst, 802- 
223-7943, Burlington Vt. 

A brochure stressing the ecological destruction is 
being published. Contact any of the following 
groups to receive it, and for more information : 


Vermont Coalition to Save James Bay : Ellen 
Hahler, Peace & Justice Center, 186 College St., 
Burlington, VT 05401, 802-765-4337; Eric van 
Lennep, Arctic to Amazonia, P.O. Box 73, 
Strafford, VT 05072, 802-863-8326. North East 
Alliance to Protect James Bay: 139 Antrim St., 
Cambridge MA 02139 415-491-5531 (7-9pm). 
James Bay Action Team: P.O. Box 408, Cooper 
Station, New York, NY 10276, 212-473-2630 & 
212-674-3306. Movement au Courant: CP477, 
Succ. Outremont, Montreal, Quebec H2V4N3. 
Coalition for a Public Debate on Energy: c/o 
Les Ami(es) de la Terre, Succ. Placed Ames, 
Montreal, Quebec H273J2. Int'l Task Force on 
James Bay & Northern Quebec, Mark Chenier, 
c/o C. A. P. E., Place D'armes, C. p. 1718, 
Montreal, Quebec H2Y 3L5 Donations gladly 
accepted! 
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Quitting Work 

By Zac Reisner 

My hammer 
is 

dropped. 

Hardhat hung on a nail, 
all my saws are 
dull. 

Thirty stories over Seattle, 

In all that haste 
and crazed ringing whine 
of Skilsaws 

what did my hammering count? 

It was 

the grain of fir 
imprisoned in cement 

When I looked at those damned grey walls 
I saw a river 
in there 

I saw mountains 
in there, 

The veins of leaves 

and braided streams of glaciers 
Frozen 

in chips of dried slurry 
but 

STILL SINGING 
trying to 
get OUT. 

Overhead, in the open sky 
The maddened howl of engines 
Turns to thunder 
And carries my heart 
Across ranges and ranges 
of old age hills 
To a high place 
where all the waters are born 
where the songs 
wake up 

where the dreams begin 

Get somebody else 
to beat the earth into dead shapes; 

I can't do it anymore, foreman, 

I QUIT. 



Pine Cone Rebellion Starts in Missouri 


by Orin langelle 

Providence leaves nothing to go by chance. All things 
have their uses and their part and proper place in 
Nature's economy: the dudes eat the flies — the flies 
eat the worms — the Indians eat all three — the 
wildcats eat the Indians — the white folks eat the 
wildcats — and thus all things are lovely. 

— Mark Twain 

In Missouri the Forest Service and the state's 
Conservation Commission allow Gaia to be 
gobbled. To make things lovely, Earth First! now 
has to munch philosophically on the FS and the 
Conservation Commission, specifically its chair- 
man, Republican John Powell. Surely mental 
Pepto-Bismal will be needed after the feast and 
hopefully ptomaine poisoning will not set in. 

Missouri's flora and fauna (many threatened 
and endangered, with some probably extirpated) 
are under a two-pronged attack. Last year the 
million and a half acre Mark Twain National 
Forest was plagued with below-cost timber sales, 
and environmentalists expect more of the same 
mis-management this year. State public lands 
administered by the Missouri Department of 
Conservation (MDOC) and Commission Chair- 
man Powell are in a state of emergency. In a 
recent issue of the MDOC's Missouri Conserva- 
tionist, a Chairman Powell lackey resource for- 
ester wrote, "Let's not destroy the forest by saving 
the trees." And he was not talking about regen- 
eration by natural wildfire. 

Chairman Powell has called environmental- 
ists "intellectual idiots" and, no doubt, would 
rank the Sierra Club as radicals. If that is the case, 
he probably considers Earth First! akin to the "red 
menace." A very reliable source told me he 
attended a meeting with Chairman Powell and FS 
types concerning Missouri forests. Allegedly, 
Chairman Powell lost his composure when the 
name Earth First! came up and said that if EF! 


The Inspector General of the Department of 
the Interior says 34 species have gone extinct 
since 1980 without even being listed. The US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) estimates that an 
additional 600 known and 3000 probable are 
Endangered or Threatened but not even listed. 
And these are the biocrats speaking! 

Well, it's about time to take ACTION! In 
planning your actions, the only limitation be- 
yond your own imagination will probably be 
your ability to acquire information on the imper- 
iled species within your bioregion. Here are a few 
ideas on ways to acquire the info you need to raise 
a stink: 

Contact your state Natural Heritage Pro- 
grams to get listings of Threatened, Endangered, 
candidate, rare, sensitive, and other species of 
special concern. You can get in touch with your 
state's Heritage Program through your local Na- 
ture Conservancy office or your state's Fish and 
Wildlife Department. This list will include a 
report of the official status of imperiled species 
according to all state and federal agencies. So for 
starters, you can look for discrepancies, such as 
the Forest Service lagging behind the other agen- 
cies in recognizing a certain specie as sensitive. 
For fish, another place to look for status is in the 
Fisheries (the mag of the American Fisheries 
Society V14, N6) article by Jack E. Williams. 

Once you know which species to check into, 
you can file a Freedom of Information Act Re- 
quest with the FWS to obtain all the documenta- 
tion it has which supports the listing of the 
species as Threatened or Endangered. The FWS is 
supposed to respond to you within ten days, but 
the FOIA request will probably take a while to 
process, so it may be useful to camp out in their 
office and volunteer to run the copy machine to 
help out. If you are particularly unwashed and 
belligerent, it may help expedite the process as 
the FWS bureaucrats rush to ensure your swift 


pulls any shenanigans like they did in the 
Shawnee NF (a successful EF! occupation and 
blockade last year), he personally would stick a 
pine cone up the ass of any EF!er he could catch. 

Not bad rhetoric from a man whose resume 
states that his occupation is a lumberman and 
tree farmer, president of Frank B. Powell Lumber 
Company, part owner and manager of a retail 
lumber and building material company, and su- 
pervisor of an 18, 000-acre tree farm. Powell was 
also former director of the Mid-America 
Lumberman's Association. 

Powell, who has said that environmentalists 
bypass the scientific community, has no degrees 
in conservation or biology. In fact his only non- 
credentials for the job are his ties to the Republi- 
can party and his friendship with Missouri Gov- 
ernor John Ashcroft, who appointed Powell to 
the commission in 1985. Powell's rise on the 
Republican party ladder appears to have begun 
with the party in 1962 and continued to the '80s. 
From 1980-83 he was Chairman of the Missouri 
Republican party. Powell's ties to Governor 
Ashcroft stemmed from when he was Ashcroft's 
Finance Chairman of the State Auditor campaign 
committee for the 8th Congressional District in 
1974. In 1984 Powell became State Campaign 
Chairman for Ashcroft's successful gubernatorial 
race. Chairman Powell's appointment seems to 
have come from his qualifications of playing in 
the good old boy network. But in all honesty, 
folks, in his various Chairmanships he surely has 
presided over a bunch of inane things. 

Too make matters worse, Powell, whose com- 
mission term expires this June, has asked Gov- 
ernor Ashcroft for another six-year appointment. 
This is ludicrous and cannot be allowed to hap- 
pen. Local EF!ers are calling for a Pine Cone 
Rebellion. To kick off the rebellion, EFiers have 
sent Chairman Powell a care package that in- 


departure. 

The request will cost money unless the 
amount of information is very small, or you ask 
FWS to waive any duplication and processing 
costs pursuant to 5 USC 552(a)(4), which says 
that government agencies can't charge you for 
information that primarily benefits the general 
public and which will not be used for profit by the 
requestor. If you can get a non-profit group to file 
the request, your case for a fee waiver will be even 
stronger. 

Once you get this specific information, you'll 
have the knowledge to make your case for listing, 
and you can take it to the FWS. If you do this 
formally, the process is called "petitioning to 
list," and it requires a thorough presentation of 
the scientific documentation supporting listing. 
You can also have lots of fun applying informal 
pressure the FWS to list the species, and you can 
demand from the other public agencies that they 
discontinue practices which are destroying habi- 
tat and propelling rare species toward Threatened 
or Endangered status. 

These few suggestions may help you obtain 
useful information on the species most critically 
in danger within your bioregion. Sage (5816 
Genoa St., Oakland, CA 94608) is coordinating a 
national week of actions March 24-30. Contact 
her for info, posters, artwork, and press releases. 
If you plan to petition, or if you already have, 
send copies to the Biodiverstiy Project, Box 3132 
Boulder, CO 80307. The Beltane journal will run 
reports of ESA week actions from across the coun- 
try. If you have a report to send in, remember 
that the journal's deadline is April 12. 


eluded a pine cone and a jar of Vaseline. A 
communique was also sent to Powell with in- 
structions of what he can do with the pine cone. 

Rebellion organizers are asking everyone to 
participate. All you have to do is send Powell a 
pine cone and sign your favorite alias. Not only 
is this a fun thing to do, it provides a bit of safety 
if Powell catches you in Missouri and decides to 
practice derriere insertion — at least you will have 
your own personalized cone. It is sort of like 
donating your own blood before you are oper- 
ated on. Besides, you never know where Powell's 
pine cones have been. Powell's address: Conser- 
vation Commission, POB 180, Jefferson City, MO 
65102. 



Sneaky Silent 
Sabotage Device 


by Trickster 

In reading the report (EF! Brigid, 1991) on the 
Hunt Saboteurs, it occurred to me (mad scientist 
that I am) that it is possible to communicate with 
our fellow unhuman beings to warn them of 
dangers without nearby humans (such dull crea- 
tures) knowing about it. Instead of using air 
horns which even a human can hear it is possible 
to use an ultrasonic projector which humans 
can't hear but the rest of us can. Such a portable, 
battery-powered unit can be obtained from: In- 
formation Unlimited, Box 716, Amherst, NH, 
0303 1 for about $300. Parts and plans, if you are 
electronically able and want to build your own, 
are somewhat cheaper. Send $1 for their catalog 
of electronic gadgetry. 

With this high-technology device (possible 
disguised as a camera or recording equipment?) it 
might be possible to sabotage a hunt without the 
hunter or cops suspecting that it is being done or 
being able to locate you with their dull human 
ears. 

This device might also, under some circum- 
stances, make an effective police dog repellant. 



Endangered Species ACT 
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The Case of the Missing Herps 

In India, rare fauna is being carted away to America under the pretense 
of assisting Indo-US herpetological projects. The National Museum of 
Natural History (NMNH), set up to promote the "cause of environment 
protection and conservation education" in the country, has killed hundreds 
of reptiles and amphibians in the Kerala forest since 1984. All this has been 
done with the assistance of several US scientists, in violation of local 
environmental regulations. 

No report has emerged from any "study" conducted on the stolen 
slaughtered species, nor have any of the specimens come back to India. The 
project was supposed to last till 1987, but it was extended until 1993 behind 
the Indian Environment Ministry's back. 

So what's happening with all these dead herps? A joint field work 
program seems to have been set up whereby a few scientists can steal the rare 
"fossorial amphibians and reptiles of the uplands of the Indian sub- 
continent." The state government imposed conditions that regulated the 
study teams to kill a maximum of six specimens of each species, later raised 
the quota to 20, and stipulated that the specimens were only to be used at 
the Indian NMNH and they were not to leave the country. 

But it appears each species was collected in the hundreds, and disap- 
peared, so to speak. It remains a question what price these species actually 
fetch in museums abroad. 

— reported by PETER BRALVER 



qdkia KaX,8a 

If someone dared to list the visible threats to the natural environment 
of Greece in order of their severity, the Greek Electric Company's proposed 
destruction of Valia Kalda national park and the surrounding area is 
certainly threat No. 1. 

Valla Kalda is a unique ecosystem essential for the bear and IS other 
species of rare mammals, 17 species of birds including seven which are 
considered among the rarest in Europe, six species of amphibians and 
hundreds of species of flowers and plants, including six rare species of 
Liliaceae and four species of Orchidaceae. 

Even more than species diversity and a unique geography and ecology 
(actually on the backbone of North Pindus), Valia Kalda has a rare beauty 
and a peculiar, ancient control of the local vlachophone population. 

But most of all, Valla Kalda's destruction is a result of the ideology of 
development-at-all-costs. Under the modem political ideology and neo- 
hellenic development fiction, it heralds the future conduct of the Greek 
state as it makes decisions about nature and the few national parks which 
the state itself established by law for the survival of wild life. These parks 
constitute less than 0.54% of our land. 

And so, our struggle for the protection of Valia Kalda is not only a local 
ecological battle, but is also part of a general effort to protect nature in 
Greece against the ravaging disposition of the neo-hellenic state. Write to 
Costas Tsipiras, Box 30736, 100 33 Athens, Greece. 

— Na ture and Ecology 
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Nomadic Penan of the Upper Baram area, Sarawak 1989 

Last Chance For the Penan 
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With war in the Middle East and 
a world consumed by the need for 
oil, it's easy to forget all the other 
battles, campaigns and, in the case 
of the Penan tribe in Sarawak, exter- 
mination programs waged on the 
earth today. .It is with an extreme 
sense of despair that I write to con- 
vey the urgency of the situation for 
the Penan and for Borneo's vanish- 
ing rainforests. Intensive commer- 
cial logging and roadbuilding has 
begun on the Bario Plateau, literally 
the last refuge for the Penan, signi- 
fying the beginning of the end for 
Borneo's primary rainforest and the 
Penan's rainforest-dependent cul- 
ture. 

As the campaign to publicize 
the Penan's plight has increased, so 
too has the rate of logging in Borneo 
to the point where the end is in 
sight. The situation is so desperate 
that some environmental groups are 
throwing in the towel and accept- 
ing the Penan's demise. BULLSHIT!! 
Such is the nature of rainforest de- 
struction on Malaysia, Indonesia, 
Papua New Guinea and the Philip- 
pines that a few wealthy landown- 
ers and politicians award timber 
concessions to the timber arms of 
multinational corporations. In 
Sarawak, the specific companies in- 
volved are all Japanese-based: Ichi- 
kan (Dal Ichi Kangyo Bank Group), 
Fuyo (Marubeni Corp.), Sumitomo 
Forestry, Sanwa, Mitsui and 
Mitsubishi. 

The Penan people are being 
driven out of their homelands not 
by the logging companies them- 
selves, but by the Malaysian mili- 
tary acting on the logging compa- 
nies'behalf. The Malaysian military 
is being armed and supported by 
the Australian government, so that 
while the government is lobbied 
and they run committees and inves- 
tigations into the use of rainforest 
timbers, they are actively supplying 
the means whereby the Penan are 
being harassed, removed and 
slaughtered. 

It is damned hard to get hold of 
current figures, bet we know that 
during 1984 - 85, 315 Malaysian 
military officers were trained in 
Australia as part of a ten-year pro- 
gram costing $16.2 million (Austra- 
lian dollars). $A2.9 million was 
provided for an arms manufactur- 
ing center. $A0.8 million was pro- 
vided for a defense research center. 
Australian defense scientists are still 
loaned to Malaysia to help improve / 
their efficiency. 


The Australian military have a 
worldwide reputation as a jungle 
army, and are also proud of their 
reconnaissance and mapping tech- 
niques, expertise which is no doubt 
useful in Sarawak. This is what the 
Australian government calls "aid." 

The Australian government has 
a vested interest in maintaining 
friendly ties with Malaysia, and if 
this means assisting in the genocide 
of the Penan and the destruction of 
the forests then they are more than 
happy to do this. They are doing 
much the same thing in many other 
countries in the Asia-Pacific region. 

One of the reasons Australia is 
interested in keeping the Malaysian 
government happy is that it is a 
large purchaser of Australian-made 
products including military prod- 
ucts. The Australian government is 
currently involved in a massive arms 
export drive targetting the Asia-Pa- 
cific region, and they cannot afford 
to be rude to potential customers. 

As part of their campaign against 
Australia's involvement in the arms 
trade leading up to AIDEX91, an 
arms fair being held in Canberra 
this year, Renegade Activists Action 
Force is undertaking a pressure 
campaign against some of the 
companies involved. In addition, 
the Rainforest Information Center 
is sending six activists (including 
Jake Jagoff) to Sarawak to assist the 
Penan in whatever ways are appro- 
priate. 

What You Can Do: 1. To support 
the activists travelling to Sarawak, 
send checks or money orders to the 
Rainforest Information Center, 
ATTN: JakeJagoff, POB 368, Lismore, 
New South Wales, Australia 2480. 2. 
Apply pressure to the following 
Australian companies: Dart Defence, 
161 Fallon, St. Albury 2640 Austra- 
lia, Marketing mgr. B. Davies (Dart 
manufactures training ranges and 
targetting equipment, with on-go- 
ing sales agreements with Malaysia); 
Rockwell Electronics, POBox 200, 
Lillydale 3140, Australia, managing 
director CJ Thomas, marketing 
manager DB Anderson (Rockwell 
handed over a large defense com- 
munications system recently, and 
also is an American-based company); 
Olin Australia (Winchester Division) 
Hays Rd., Point Henry, Geelong 
3220, Australia, manager defense 
sales, Ken Lowry (Olin supplies the 
Malaysian-HriUtary^with ammuni- 
5n)T 

— JakeJagoff andI Renegade 
ivists AqnONTORCE 
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Diamonds are Death: 

Mining Threatens Botswana Habitat 


The Okavango Delta, nominated 
as a World Heritage Site for Its ex- 
traordinary wildlife habitat, will be 
dredged early next year to provide 
water to huge diamond mines in 
the Kalahari Desert. The vast, remote 
ecosystem is also being cordoned 
off from thousandsof elephants and 
tens of thousands of water buffalo, 
zebra and antelope in order to cre- 
ate more pasture for the millions of 
cattle that have already denuded 
most of Botswana's savannahs. Both 
projects are being carried out with 
great secrecy by the government of 
Botswana, according to information 
gathered by alarmed conservation- 
ists and concerned citizens in the 
southern African country. 

One of the world's premier bird 
habitats will be severely damaged, if 
not destroyed, by the "develop- 
ment" projects. More than 300 
species of birds are found in the 
Okavango, including dozens that 
migrate from as far away as Europe 
and Asia. Naturalists regard the vast 
swamp as critical habitat for many 
species. 

Diamonds are Death 

The Botswana government has 
refused to carry out legitimate en- 
vironmental impact studies on ei- 
ther scheme. Independent scientists 
warn that the projects will devastate 
the unique freshwater ecosystem. 
De Beers, which operates the enor- 
mous open-pit diamond mines that 
provide most of Botswana's great 
wealth, is associated with LTA Ltd., 
a major South African construction 
company which has the contract to 
do the dredging and construction of 
large eastern dams to store the wa- 
ter. Huge cranes are being trucked 
in from South Africa for the project. 
Giant dredge-buckets will begin 
carving a 60-meter wide channel in 
early January 1991 at the south end 
of the Okavango. The channel, 
planned to be 45 kilometers long, 
will drain much of the water from 
the delta, ensuring a year-round 
supply of water to flow more than 
300 kilometers through the Kalahari, 
along the now-seasonal Boleti River, 
to the open-pit diamond mines at 


Orapa. Massive quantities of water 
are used by De Beers to wash the 
diamonds out of the alluvial soil 
scooped out of the open-pit mines. 
The three-decade-old mine has al- 
ready devastated the wildlife of the 
northern Kalahari. In the 1960s, 
1970s and early 1980s, De Beers 
diverted the water from Lake Xau, 
the region's only source of water 
during the dry season, to a huge, 
fenced reservoir. Hundreds of 
thousands of wildebeest, hartebeest 
and zebras died of thirst or starvation 
when they trekked to the barren 
Lake Xau. The bleached skeletons of 
countless animals drawn by the 
smell of water still litter the fenceline 
around De Beers' Mopipi Reservoir. 
Please Help Save the Okavango 
The international conservation 
community is calling on all con- 
cerned citizens to protest the 
planned destruction of the 
Okavango ecosystem. Please write, 
call or fax the presidents of Botswana 
and De Beers. Send copies of this 
action alert to your colleagues and 
friends. Write a letter to your local 
newspaper. Ask your government 
to join the protest. Act now to save 
one of our planet's last wild eco- 
systems. Focus pressure on: H E The 
President, Quett Masite, The 
President's Office, Private Bag 001, 
Gaborone, Botswana & Mr Nicho- 
las Oppenheimer, De Beers, 17 
Charterhouse Street, London ECIN 
6RA, United Kingdom. Phone: 
(44)(71)404-4444 Fax:(44)(7 1)404- 
4730. Greenpeace have been asked 
to investigate this. To encourage 
them please register your support 
with: Steve McAlistair, Executive 
Director, Greenpeace International, 
Keizersgracht 176, 1016 DW 
Amsterdam, Netherlands. 

Final Comment 

The disappearance from Planet 
Earth of the Okavango Delta would 
be the equivalent of destroying the 
Everglades in Florida, the Galapagos 
Islands, and the Cairngorms in 
Scotland. It would be no exaggera- 
tion to say that its wanton destruc- 
tion for commercial gain would be 
an monumental catastrophe. 



The Basalt Plains of Victoria 



Save Lake Lanao 

In the Philippines, The National by the thousands of fisherfolk. 
Power Corporation's (NPC) Agus I Docks and harbors will have to be 
hydroelectric project in Marawi City, built, and ancient mosques once on 

Lanao del Sur, is about to commence the lake's edge will need to be relo- 

operations. The project consists of cated, as the Maranaw people must 
a large channel dug from Lake Lanao wash themselves with lake water 
near the mouth of Agus River to before prayer. In short, the opening 
divert water to a regulatory dam 0 f the Agus I plant will cause grave 
which, if full operation ever occurs, ecological damage and massive 

could generate eighty megawatts of cultural and socio-economic dislo- 
electricity. The operation of the cation of thousands of people, 
plant, however, will have disastrous The Agus I project was contrived 

effects on the ecology of Lake Lanao by the Marcos government to serve 

and will threaten the existence of the interests of the industrial and 

the "People of the Lake;" the business sectors without considering 

Maranaw. either the immediate or long-term 

Lake Lanao is the largest lake implications of their actions. We 
in Mindanao (360 sq.km) and the challenge the present leadership and 

second largest in the Philippines. the NPC to cancel the Agus I project 
The ten thousand year old lake has before it is too late, and not to adopt 
been home to the Marinaw people the same perverse formula of the 
for many centuries. The Marinaw Marcos era in the pursuit of devel- 
opposed the project as early as 1976, opment. 

but NPC began construction in 1979. Opposition is strong, vocal and 

Now, eleven years and significantly broad. Local religious leaders, city 
more than the original 480 million and provincial government officials, 
pesos later, Agus I may open the groups from the youth, students, 
floodgates, lowering the lake level fisherfolk, farmers', women's, and 
by as much as nine meters and caus- professional sectors of Maranaw City 
ing irreparable damage to the local and the rest of Lanao del Sur oppose 
environment and economy. Some the Agus I project. Together they 
people, mostly outsiders, may ben- have joined ranks to save Lake Lanao 
efit in the short term, but the local and to prevent the destruction of 
population will only suffer. their livelihood and culture that has 


The Basalt Plains of Victoria cover 
15 million hectares and were formed 
by a series of volcanic eruptions and 
lava flows, which began about 4.5 
million years ago and continued un- 
til about 7,000 years before the 
present. At the time of European 
invasion, 150 years ago, these plains 
were covered by extensive grasslands 
and grassy woodlands which were 
home to a huge variety of native 
plants and animals, including the 
Kooris, the original human inhabit- 
ants. 

Since the time of the invasion, 
the natural environment and the 
Koori culture has suffered greatly. 
Grazing, ploughing and the addition 
of fertilizers have destroyed the 
grasslands on a massive scale. Where 
once there were 2.5 million hectares 


of basalt grasslands, only 4,000 
hectares remain. 

The diversity of this once vast 
ecosystem is now threatened, with 
twelve plants rare and endangered 
and remaining areas isolated and 
being encroached by urban and 
industrial development. 

Species of grassland animals 
such as the Eastern Barred Bandi- 
coot, a rabbit-sized marsupial and 
the Legless Lizard, a long slender 
snakelike lizard have almost been 
wiped out. Some of the last re- 
maining patches of native grass- 
lands are threatened too. If you 
would like to become involved in 
the campaign to save native Aus- 
tralian grasslands, contact 
Melbourne EF!, GPO Box 1738a 
Melbourne 3001, VIC Australia. 


The lake is home to at least 
twelve species of fish found only in 
Lake Lanao, and already threatened 
with extinction. In an area that is 
already suffering from massive de- 
forestation and the resulting silt- 
ation of the lake, there are further 
repercussions to the loss of the 
natural balance of this freshwater 
ecosystem which technocrats in 
their shortsightedness cannot com- 
prehend or even begin to imagine. 

Many areas around Lake Lanao 
support extensive and very pro- 
ductive wet-rice agriculture. As the 
lake level falls, natural irrigation 
will disappear, and farmers will have 
to pay dearly for the water they have 
used for centuries, driving up the 
price of rice in an impoverished 
country. The shrinking lake will dry 




up its shallow, productive areas, 
leading to reduced catches of fish, 
shrimp and shellfish depended upon 


existed for so long in peaceful har- 
mony with the lake. 

What You Can Do: 1. Give copies 
of this article to friends and groups 
that you know, generating more 
pressure. 2. Write letters of protest 
to the following: President Corazon 
Aquino, Malacanang, Manila, 
Philippines; Mr. Ernesto Aboitiz, 
President, NPC, Agham Road, East 
Triangle, Diliman, Quezon City, 
Philippines; Secretary Fulgencio 
Factoran, Dept, of Environment and 
Natural Resources, Visayas Ave., 
Quezon City, Philippines; The Phil- 
ippine Senate, Senate Bldg., Manila, 
Philippines; The Philippine Con- 
gress, Batasan Bldg., Mariano Marcos 
Ave., 1 100 Quezon City, Philippines. 

- KlNAIYAHAN FOUNDATION, 
INC. PO Box 175, Davao City 8000, 
Philippines 
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BLM Sleaze Goes Public: 

Marketing Plan for Mining the Public Lands 


By Carla Neasel 

"The public does not understand, let 
alone value, the importance of do- 
mestic mineral development, including 
(perhaps especially) mineral develop- 
ment on the public lands." 

So begins a recent draft Mining 
Law Administration Marketing 
Plan (M-LAMP) put out this past 
December by the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM). Unfortu- 
nately for the BLM, it appears the 
agency never intended to release it 
to the public. Fortunately for us, 
someone made an executive deci- 
sion, releasing M-LAMP to the 
winds. Personnel at the Washing- 
ton Office of the BLM seem per- 
turbed that the document has 
flown the coup, probably because 
the draft M-LAMP reveals the BLM's 
plan to "market" mineral resources 
on BLM lands to anyone who will 
listen, as well as the agency's failure 
to support adequate reform of the 
1872 Mining Law. 

The Bureau of Leaching and 
Mining's Draft M-LAMP is an out- 
rageous document that presumes it 
is appropriate for a federal agency to 
spend taxpayer money studying 
how to market public resources so 
that a few wealthy corporations can 
continue to get rich!! The docu- 
ment shamelessly sets out BLM 
"marketing" goals for selling off 
public lands to big industry mining. 
It illuminates what BLM anticipates 
will be its primary opposition: en- 
vironmental groups, the general 
public, and employees within the 
BLM itself! Finally, it creates a 
marketing strategy by which the 
agency will persuade congress, the 
public and "selected environmen- 
tal groups" that the 1872 Mining 
Law needs no reform, and that 
America Needs (more and more) 
Minerals — from the public lands, 
of course. 

Well, of course we need miner- 
als. Unless you never ride a bike, 
drive a car, ride the bus, eat a meal, 
listen to the radio, etc., you are part 
of our mineral-dependent technol- 
ogy-ridden life. But we have a long, 
long way to go before we exhaust 
our capability to reuse and recycle 
products made from raw minerals. 
So why isn't the BLM writing 
documents which promote the re- 
cycling and reuse, or less use, of 
minerals, rather than promoting 
the continued wasteful pillage 
through continued, status quo 
mineral extraction? "Hey, that's a 
good idea," says Mike Ratliff, Chief 
of Public Affairs at the BLM Wash- 
ington office. 

Considering how antiquated 
and biased the 1872 Mining Law is, 
it's surprising that the BLM doesn't 
welcome the prospect of reform. 
After all, adequate reform would 
presumably demand more ecologi- 
cally-sound mining techniques, as 
well as mandate environmental 
reclamation after the mines are shut 
down. It could also eliminate some 
of the claim and patenting pro- 
cesses which are presently such a 
headache to enforce. Since the BLM 
is merely an agency in charge of 
complying with the law, surely, if 
the law was strengthened, the job 
would be that much easier. Why 
then, the resistance to meaningful 
reform? And why go to the other 


extreme and promote the 1872 law 
basically as it stands? 

Apparently, they don't see a 
need for reform. Asking to remain 
anonymous, a western BLM field 
official familiar with the adminis- 
tration of mining laws said that 
while he hadn't seen the new docu- 
ment, he was sure it was in response 
to the recent congressional and 
public interest in reforming the 
1872 Mining Law. "In general, this 
administration's strategy, and the 
BLM strategy, is to say we don't 
need to change the law, we just 
need to do a better job with what we 
have." 

That will be difficult, because 
"what we have" isn't much. The 
current mining law makes no re- 
quirements and collects no bond 
money to insure that reclamation 
takes place after the hardrock min- 
ing operation is completed. The 
claim, patenting, and exploration 
process keeps the public in the dark 
for much of the crucial pre-devel- 
opment period. Finally, federal 
agencies seem to feel that the law 
requires them to grant final per- 
mission to mine — regardless of 
other values at the site. The above- 
mentioned BLM official willingly 
admits that just saying the BLM will 
do a better job isn't enough. "If 
there's no commitment of staff or 
funds, nothing will change. We'll 
only be saying we're doing better." 

The concept of a federal land 
managing agency developing a 
marketing plan concerning the 
natural resources for which it is re- 
sponsible is repugnant. Such direct 
emphasis on inviting resource ex- 
traction is hardly a valid use of 
taxpayer dollars, and it certainly 
defies the intent of multiple use. 
How many hikers do you know who 
get off on cyanide heap-leaching? 
How many native grasses benefit 
from the obliteration caused by a 
stripmine? 

Ratliff tells me that I've "com- 
pletely mis-read the document. 
What we're trying to do is educate 
the people we serve, the American 
public, which includes industry, 
about the importance of mineral 
resources... We're trying lo work 
with industry to make sure that 
people understand the importance 
of minerals to the US Federal Energy 
Policy." 

In addition, Ratliff says "the _ 
BLM does not take the position that 
nothing is wrong with the 1872 
Law, particularly the $2.50 patent- 
ing fee," (ah, economics). But he 
maintains that other aspects of the 
law must remain in place, in order 
to "maintain the access industry 
now has to the resources." 

As offensive as the draft M- 
LAMPis, activists willing to take on 
the mining machine can learn a lot 
from its rather bald statements and 
self-analysis concerning BLM atti- 
tudes. We can also gain some in- 
sight into the agency's strategy for 
manipulation. Ratliff says that the 
BLM wants to convince industry 
that it must "clean up its act, or lose 
access to the public lands," yet he 
insists that this should be done 
through enforcement, rather than 
through reform of the law because 
industry will "want to do it." Right. 
Following are some exerpts from 
the draft M-LAMP. You decide if I'm 


being grossly unfair to the poor 
BLM. 

"To the extent that the public 
knows about the Mining Law, pri- 
marily as the result of media stories, 
they see it as a public giveaway to 
greedy developers with no benefits 
to the public" (p.3). 

"The mining industry wants 
to continue mining at a profit, 
with the fewest restrictions that 
might increase cost or delay start- 
up time" (p.3). 

"Most of the mining industry 
wants the 1872 Mining Law pre- 
served intact... The mining industry 
has a major stake in retaining the 
right to mine on the public lands 
and in protecting the Mining Law" 
(P-3). 

"Many environmental groups 
...view BLM as development ori- 
ented/environmentally insensi- 
tive and think too much public 
land is open to mineral develop- 
ment. These environmental groups 
are also strongly opposed to the 
Mining Law" (p.4). 

"Congress has two bills pro- 
posed to change the Mining Law 
significantly. Friendly Congres- 
sional are willing to get BLM's 
side of the story to their col- 
leagues, if we can provide them 
with factual information about sur- 
face management initiatives" (p.6). 

"Some, perhaps many, BLM 
employees want the Mining Law 
abolished or radically changed" 
(P -7). 

"BLM managers and employees 
(outside minerals) may not under- 
stand — and may not support — 
mineral development as part of 
multiple-use management on pub- 
lic lands.... In general, BLM employ- 
ees are not good ambassadors for 
mineral development, the 1872 
Mining Law, or the Mining Law 
administration program" (p.7). 

"Certain legal requirements 
(such as, low patenting fees, per- 
ception of "giveaway," etc.) put 
BLM on the spot in defending the 
Mining Law that it is charged with 
implementing, and little attention 
has been paid to developing a 
good standard public line to cope 
with this. BLM employees fre- 
quently express their own personal 
opinions about mining and the 
Mining Law to the media; there are 
too many loose cannons" (p. 10). 

Note that the above rhetoric 
consistently talks about changing 
the public's perception of BLM ac- 
tivities, not about changing the ac- 
tivities. (To be fair, the document 
does include some suggestions for 
improving industry responsibility. 
I've not included them here, be- 
cause 1) that's their job, anyhow, 
and 2) they are heavily outweighed 
by the type just mentioned. 

The document goes on to target 
certain groups for a campaign to 
promote mining on BLM lands: 

MINING INDUSTRY: "To con- 
vince industry that being a good 
neighbor and improving their own 
image will help everyone. ... Hold a 
meeting out West with California, 
Nevada, and Arizona mining asso- 
ciations, Northwest Miners Asso- 
ciation, and AMC to explain the 
BLM marketing strategy and en- 
courage company participation, 
discuss industry strategies. Use 
results of that meeting to convince 


AMC that a national strategy/pro- 
gram is needed"(p.l4). 

SELECTED ENVIRONMENTAL 
GROUPS: "To get out the message 
that the BLM is a good steward, 
professionally managing the public 
lands and mineral development in 
compliance with environmental 
laws...Increase involvement of en- 
vironmental groups in review of 
major plans of operations, resource 
management plans, and major 
policy changes.. .Encourage BLM 
employees to get involved in en- 
vironmental groups as a way of 
having internal influence. Re- 
search environmental organiza- 
tions to better understand them 
and be better prepared to deliver 
our message to them. First, target 
multiple-use environmental 
groups, such as Audubon and The 
Nature Conservancy, and build 
from that base"(p.l6-17). 

The draft M-LAMP also targets 
congress, BLM employees, and the 
general public. After calling the 
Nature Conservancy, I found that 
they hadn't known they were a 
"target" for the BLM. Now they do. 
And so do we, for that matter, so 
what are we going to do about it? 
What are we going to do about this 
blatant appeal to industry desires? 

Some ideas: 1) Write to the BLM 
Public Affairs Office, 1849 C street 
NW, Rm. 5600 Wash., DC 20005, 
ATTN: Carol MacDonald. Ask for a 
copy of the draft M-LAMP, and then 
send them your comments; 2) 
Write to your congressional people 
and tell them the facts about the 
1872 Mining Law, and why you 
want to see it reformed; 3) Write to 
any other enviro group you are in- 
volved with and send them a copy 
of this article, telling them to push 
for reform of the 1872 Mining Law; 
4) Contact the Mineral Policy Cen- 
ter in Washington DC for help in 
understanding the law: Room 550, 
1325 Massachusetts Ave., NW, 
Wash. DC 20005. 



Abandoned mine on public land 


Rocky Mountain 
Front Assaulted 

By Dan Baum 

The Forest Service approved an exploratory 
oil and gas well in the Badger-Two Medicine area 
of Montana's Rocky Mountain Front, just as 
everybody expected it woul,. On Friday March 1, 
Lewis and Clark National Forest Supervisor John 
Dale Gorman issued approval for Fina Oil and 
Chemical Company of Dallas to drill its well at 
Hall Creek in the heart of the Badger, even 
though he conceded "there will be some noise 
attributed to the project that can be heard in 
(Glacier National) Park," the operation "will re- 
sult in gaseous and dust emissions from road 
construction, traffic and drilling," and "fuel spills 
would be likely from fuel trucks." 

The Environmental Impact Statement for the 
well indicated there will be a host of other en- 
vironmental effects as well. These include a 1.3 
tons/year increase in Hall Creek's sediment bur- 
den, the contamination of ground water with 
well fluids, a reduction in acreage of occupied 
grizzly bear habitat, the displacement of gray 
wolf prey, a reduction of moose winter range, and 
the possibility of a deadly hydrogen sulfide gas 
blowout. 

The proposal to drill the well has produced a 
long list of opponents. One of the strongest 
objections to Gorman's decision came from Sen. 
Max Baucus (D-MT), who faxxed out a statement 
saying he was "extremely displeased" because 
"the Badger is a pristine roadless area 
that...constitutes some of the finest wild land 
remaining in the lower 48 states." "Given the 
litigation and appeals that are inevitable," his 
statement said, "the Forest Service is conducting 
a real exercise in futility." 

Opponents now have 45 days to file appeals, 
and Congress has 90 days to consider action that 
would save the Badger. Simply designating it 
Wilderness wouldn't save it, though, because 
Fina and Chevron Corp. of San Francisco have 
held leases In the Badger-Two Medicine for more 
than eight years and have been seeking approval 
to drill for more than five. Under the law, leases 
must be honored even if the land is later desig- 
nated Wilderness. Congressional sources say 
Congress would have to buy the leases back from 
the two companies, and that is very unlikely. 

Each company has spent in excess of $6 
million for the leases and for technical infor- 
mation about the sites, according to their 
spokespersons. Both companies and sources 
elsewhere In the oil and gas industry maintain 
that the chances of finding a commercially viable 
well — chances the Forest Service puts at less than 
one half of one percent — are standard for 
exploratory "wildcat" wells, and that the grow- 
ing market for dean-burning natural gas requires 
the search for new gas fields. Gorman said he 
may not dedde until the fall whether to give the 
Chevron the go-ahead to drill its well. 

The Badger Chapter, a tough little activist 
group on the University of Montana campus, 
said it will join the National Wildlife Federation 




Fred Freddie, the Deputy Regional Forester for 
Region One, signs a receipt for an appeal Qf the 
Hall Creek FEIS submitted by A. Grizzly Bear 7 


in appealing Gorman's dedsion. 

Even Montana wildlife officials fought 
against opening the Badger to development. 
"We're disappointed," said John Mundinger of 
the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife & 
Parks and co-author of a state recommendation 
last year that the Forest Service not approve the 
drilling because it would disturb grizzly bears, 
interfere with elk calving and adversely affect 
other wildlife. "But I'd find it highly unlikely 
that a state agency would appeal a Forest Service 
dedsion." 

The other big objection comes from the 


Activists Badger Freddies 

continued from front page 

once again to foil the Freddies somehow. About 
200 brave environmeddlers took on snow flurries 
and a pierdng wind in the street in front of the 
Federal Building in Missoula, where the Northern 
Region Freddie Offices hide, and yelled at the 
Freddies, but they never would come out and 
play. (Oh, they had the usual complement of 
plaindothes cops with wires working the crowd, 
but for the most part, they never ventured too far 
from safety. They still have a memory of the Day 
of Outrage in 1988 burned into their psyches; 
they must have thought someone might throw 
cowshit and sawdust on them) Freddies lined the 
windows on all three floors, they spilled out of a 
few doorways to get a better look, but they always 
kept a foot pointed toward the door. Freddies, 
you see, are brave enough to rape, but lack the 
temerity to acknowledge what they do: They are 
deluded, prevaricating cowards. 

Well, I sure am spewing vitriol at the Forest 
Service these days, and the Badger FEIS decision 
one big reason why. Les Rodman, landmanager 
of the Fina Oil & Chemical Co. told the press that 
"the project has lost momentum, " and he couldn't 
say whether Fina "is even interested anymore." 
But that would never stop a real Freddie. 

We had some theater, of course: A thirty-foot 
oil derrick and a Freddie to direct the oil scum and 
slicks to jab it into the wilderness and coat and 
smother all the bears and wolves running around 
(We've got all these costumes that we trot out at 
times like these.), then alternative energy burst 
forth to save the day and drive the Freddie, his 
derrick, and his scum and slicks out of the wilder- 
ness. The derrick soon transmogrified into a 
windmill, and looked all the more rustic for the 
change. The Freddie, true to life, remained 
unrepentant, and railed about revenge as the 


Blackfeet Indians, whose reservation borders the 
Badger and who consider the 116,000-acre tract 
of mountainous wilderness holy ground. 

"The Blackfeet have been cheated," said Tiny 
Man Heavy Runner, a 44-year-old Blackfeet chief 
who has been a leader in the fight against the 
drilling. "But this isn't the end. This is the day we 
can'Start the fight." , • 

Heavy Runner's lawyer, Mark Mueller of Aus- 
tin, Texas, said in a telephone interview he plans 
to file an appeal to the decision and it that doesn't 
work, "we'll as the federal courts for an injunc- 
tion" to prevent the drilling. The Blackfeet use 
the Badger-Two medicine for sun dances, vision 
quests and other religious rites, and claim it is the 
last holy place left them. To the Blackfeet, the 
Badger-Two Medicine is as sacred as Mecca is to 
Moslems or Jerusalem is to Christians and Jews. 
They say development there would insult their 
religion, make sacred rites impossible and hinder 
their efforts to rescue Blackfeet youth from ram- 
pant alcoholism and drug abuse. 

Gorman said in an interview last fall he is 
unconvinced developing the Badger-Two Medi- 
cine will "destroy" it as a Blackfeet holy site. The 
33-page document accompanying his decision 

continued on next page 


revived bears and wolves carted him away. Gen- 
erally, it was a good show. It had the snappy plot, 
huge, blatantly obvious imagery, and lack of 
profanity that the media thirsts after like dogs in 
heat. Bullhorns, microphone and podium, the 
whole affair: A standard rally. 

The only problem is that the Freddies just 
grab their noses and snicker when they see rallies 
like this; they have, after all, seen so many before. 
This time, however, we can do something besides 
posture and shout. We're going to appeal the 
decision, and then we'll take the lying bastard 
Freddies to court. 



Fool's Gold from the 1872 Mining Law 


Believe it or not, the General Mining Law 
which was passed in 1872 is still in force for all 
"hardrock" minerals - gold, silver, uranium, 
copper, lead, zinc, etc. Under the 1872 Mining 
Law's provisions: 

• Anyone who discovers a "valuable mineral" 
on most of the public domain has an automatic 
right to mine It, no matter what other values 
exist on the site. Any profitable ore is consid- 
ered "valuable." 

• There is no requirement that Federally- 
owned hardrock lands be restored to pre-min- 
ing condition when the ore runs out, and there 
is no fund for cleaning up old hardrock mines. 

• The miner pays no royalty for ores removed; 
about $4 billion worth of free hardrock mineral 
are taken annually from public lands. 

• The miner may establish a "claim" on public 
land and tie up the mineral rights indefinitely 
(he must do $100 worth of work on the claim 
each year). He pays no rent. He may then lease 
the claim to others and keep a royalty for 
himself. Over 1.2 million Mining Law claims 


extend over 25 million acres; more than 2,000 
claims lie within National Parks. 

• The holder of a claim which proves to 
contain "valuable mineral " may purchase clear 
title to the land and minerals for $5.00/acre or 
less. The Federal agencies have no choice about 
making the sale. The claim-holder may mine 
the claim without making even that payment. 

These provisions have been retained by an 
aggressive mining lobby, abetted by thousands 
of petty hobbyists and speculators throughout 
the West who see the 1872 Mining Law as a 
chance to get rich. The result is a constant 
threat to non-mineral values, an immediate 
drain on the Treasury, and a large and growing 
public liability for future cleanup costs. Min- 
ing generates vast amounts of groundwater 
pollution and hazardous waste. Reform of the 
1872 Mining Law is long overdue. 

—From Clementine, Journal of the 
Mineral policy Center 
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Badger-Two Threatened 

continued from previous page 

says "Blackfeet traditionalists and other tribal 
members did not identify any properties as hav- 
ing significance as traditional cultural properties 
as defined by the National Historic Preservation 
Act." 

The tragedy of Badger-Two Medicine is that 
Blackfeet religion either lacks the elements the 
Forest Service requires as "proof" that a site is 
sacred, or forbids their disclosure to outsiders. 
For example, the Forest Service archaeologist on 
the case asked to see ancient prayer sites, but it is 
a tenet of Blackfeet faith that an area be returned 
to its natural condition after religious use. The 
Forest Service asked for details about sun dances 
and other rites, but Blackfeet elders say such 
matters are not to be discussed, let alone printed 
in government documents. The government 
wanted to see burial sites, but Blackfeet elders say 
they fear the bones will end up in museums in 
New York and Washington. Both sides concede 
the Blackfeet and the federal government are no 
more speaking each other's language today than 
they were 150 years ago. 

"We get information that isn't substantive," 
said Cynthia Manning, archaeologist for the 
Lewis and Clark National Forest in Great Falls. 
She produced a scrawled, ungrammatical note 
from Victor Young Running Crane and tapped it 
with the backs of her fingers. "They say 'we like 
the mountains.' How do you document that? 
You can't take people's off-the-cuff arguments. 
You have to have documents." 

Young Running Crane, who wears long gray 
braids and at age 75 still hikes the mountains in 
winter hunting elk and seeking spiritual re- 
newal, can't understand Manning's dismissal of 
his note. "In Blackfeet society, a man speaks his 
heart and is taken at his word," he said. Espe- 
cially from a man his age, such a statement 
carries in Blackfeet society the weight of a court 
decision. 

The Badger-Two Medicine is spectacularly 
mountainous and roaring with wind and water. 
For centuries, Blackfeet have built sweat lodges 
beside the pristine Badger Creek. They still climb 
the area's high peaks to conduct fasts and vision 
quests that last for days. Sun dances and other 
rites take place where and when the spirits dic- 
tate. In 1896, decimated by war, smallpox and 
starvation, the Blackfeet sold the area and what 
is today Glacier Park to the federal government 
but retained rights to hunt, fish and gather 
timber there. 

Heavy Runner compares a gas well in the 
Badger-Two Medicine with a "knife in the breast 
of our mother." The very idea is as insulting as 
"an oil well in Saint Patrick's cathedral," he says, 
and speaks darkly of divine or human retribution 
if the plan goes forward. 


"We know the spirits will take care of it, thaj 
Cynthia and Gorman and even their children will 
die," Heavy Runner said during a late-night inter- 
view in his tiny house on the reservation. "This I 
know. But I also know there are people here who 
talk about picking up that." He pointed to the 
hunting rifle standing in the comer. 

There is a practical side as well to the 
Blackfeets' desire to keep the Badger-Two Medi- 
cine pristine as a religious site. "Our young men 
are beii g taken by alcohol and drugs. It's no 
secret," said George Kipp, whose face shows the 
wear of being a vocational-education teacher in a 
place with 85 percent unemployment. "One of 
our best weapons against that is the rekindling of 
pride in our culture, in belonging to something 
great and old. We need the Badger-Two Medicine 
for that. It's our church." 

Talk of spirits and the forest as a church seems 
a lot farther from Forest Service headquarters in 
Great Falls than the 128 miles indicated on the 
map. To Gorman and supervisory geologist Keith 
Sandifer, the Badger-Two Medicine is an 
unexploited part of the overthrust belt, a geologi- 
cally promising strip along the Rocky Mountains' 
eastern slope that has yielded large deposits of 
gas. Development of the Badger-Two Medicine 
could mean jobs for Blackfeet workers and large 
royalties for state, countv and federal treasuries. 
Gorman said. 

Gorman, a mild bespectacled man with a 
rotary pin winking on his lapel, said he was 
uninfluenced by an internal Forest Service memo, 
leaked last fall, titled "Proposed Strategy for Miti- 
gating Persian Gulf Situation." The memo, which 
alarmed environmentalists in both Montana and 
Washington, D.C., proposed weakening the envi- 
ronmental review process for drilling on public 
land, reducing the role of public comment and 
appeals in granting drilling permits, and gener- 
ally giving drilling "the same urgency and man- 
agement attention as (fighting forest) fire." 

A Forest Service spokeswoman, who under a 
new policy declined to be identified, said the 
memo was prepared as an "idea paper" by the 


Minerals Department staff, and "has not been 
approved and is not going anywhere." 

Gorman said does feel bound, however, by 
the Energy Security Act of 1980, which encour- 
ages federal agencies to consider making lands 
available for energy development, and by a law 
that governs overall Forest Service policy, the 
Multiple Use and Sustained Yield Act of 1960. 
"That law states that National Forest lands be- 
long to all Americans, not to any special interest 
group," Gorman said. "Essentially, I am bound to 
permit activity unless it can be proven that such 
activity is detrimental to others' use of the land." 

The Forest Service's EIS concedes the Chev- 
ron and Fina projects will "disturb" more than 
7,000 acres of the Badger-Two Medicine, increase 
the murkiness of some streams, "unavoidably" 
displace some wildlife, generate airborne "dust 
and emissions" and make noise that would be 
audible inside parts of Glacier Park and the Bob 
Marshall Wilderness. It concludes, though, that 
federal air and water quality standards wouldn't 
be violated and that the projects wouldn't 
threaten the existence of the grizzly bear and 
other animals. 

"Nonsense," said James Posewitz, special as- 
sistant to the director of the Montana Dept, of 
Fish, Wildlife & Parks and author of the 
department's recommendation against the 
projects. "This area is just too valuable. We say 
don't drill it. But when your ideology says 'de- 
velop' you start with that and rationalize the rest 
away. That's what the Forest Service is doing." 

In last fall's interview, Gorman said he was 
unimpressed by both the environmental and 
Blackfeet arguments against the drilling projects. 
"They say if you put a road in there you'll be 
destroying it," he said. "But why? They haven't 
explained that, and this is going to be decided on 
facts." 

"The man doesn't understand," Victor 
Young Running Crane said as he stared through 
his window at the gleaming white mountains of 
the Badger-Two Medicine. "He doesn't under- 
stand because he doesn't want to." 



A frenzied crowd, incited to riot by wild bears demanding justice, prepares to storm 
the federal building in Missoula, take the freddies hostage, and demolish the city. 



Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in 
neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion doesn't get 
enough editorial attention? Don't despair. Just send 
us enough material to fill up the center section of the 
journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as you 
desire. You will be completely responsible for anything 
you print on your pages. Lay it out if you want to, or 
take advantage of whatever expertise we may be able to 
offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes 
around, unless another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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Big Bend Earth First! 

Florida's Big Bend Earth First! (BBEF!) was co- 
founded by a group of environmentally con- 
scious North Floridians about two and a half 
years ago who were disgusted with the eco-de- 
struction going on around them. Each day it 
seemed that more and more of their southern 
state's natural paradise was being destroyed by 
the Lords of Greed: The Appalachiocola National 
Forest was being subjected to serial arborocide 
(that's dearcutting folks!!); Florida's Department 
of Environmental Regulation was giving devel- 
opers carte blanche to rape and pillage Florida's 
sensitive ecosystems; and Leon County devel- 
oper greed heads were bulldozing (useless??) trees 
for chopping mauls and assfault parking lots left 
and right. 

FINGERING FREDDIES FOIBLES 

Prior to European settlement, the North 
Florida area, like most of the southeastern coastal 
plain from North Carolina to Texas, was carpeted 
with a forest of majestic longleaf pine. The 
towering trees grew in open groves, scattered 
across a meadowlike ground cover of grasses. The 
sunny open floor of the forest supported an 
endless array of wildflowers. These flowers, 
which inspired the very name of our state — La 
Florida — are gone today. Once covering 62% of 
the southeastern coastal plain, this ecosystem 
today is nearly destroyed. Less than 1% of the 
original acreage survives on public lands. In the 
last 25 years, the ForestService has destroyed 1/3 
of their longleaf eacosystem by converting it to 
pulpwood plantations. In 1989 the management 
plan for the Appalachiocola National Forest 
called for Freddy t have sold-off 60% of the 
remaining longleaf pines to loggers over the nest 
few decades. Freddy's mismanagment has been 
in blatant violation of the US Endangered Species 
Act. Specifically, it has contributed to the rapid 
decline of the endangered re cockaded wood- 
pecker, black bear, fox squirrel, gopher tortoise, 
sand skink, and pine and indigo snake. 

Enter the merry eco-pranksters of BBEF! On 
November 2, 1989, just two days after Halloween, 
twenty-five costume-dad members of BBEF! 
marched on the Forest (DlS)service's offices in 
the downtown Tallahassee Federal Fortress call- 
ing for an end top dearcutting , shelterwood 
cutting, mechanical site preparation and the use 
of toxic chemical herbiddes. One partidpant 
dressed as Smokey the Bear let Freddy know that 
he had resigned from their organization and had 
joined the radical eco-warriors of BBEF!. Red- 
cockaded woodpecker-costumed partidpants 
squeamed in agony as a logger "dearcut "compa- 
triots dressed as longleaf pines. Even ET showed 
up to protest Freddy's polides. Later that after- 
noon, the woodland creatures moved their pro- 
test to Highway 319 along a proposed dearcut in 



the Appalachiocola NF. There they rallied pass- 
ing motorists in their smog-belchers with 
"Burma-Shave style" signs spread over a mile the 
urged motorists to call the Freddies to protest this 
dearcut. 

One year later (Oct. 22, !990) there was a 
repeat march on Freddy's office. This time BBEF! 
even provided Freddy with some simple sugges- 
tions as to how to MANAGE INSTEAD OF MIS- 
MANAGE the Appalachiocola National Forest. 
Freddy has recently begun to invite BBEF! to 
open-houses and the group has gone and reiter- 
ated their opinions against Freddy's mismanage- 
ment of the Appalachiocola National Forest. As 
a result of BBEF! harassment and the more dodle 
urgings of other, more mainstream environmen- 
tal groups, the newly proposed interim manage- 
ment guidelines would stop dearcutting within 
3/4 mile of active and inadive red-cockaded 
woodpecker colonies. However, this mis-man- 
agement plan would still allow 40% of the Na- 
tional Forest to be dearcut. 

To keep Freddy from thinking that BBEF! 
would become complacent and co-operative and 
allow any dearcutting to go on in the 
Appalachiocola National Forest, three billboards 
have been ereded throughout Leon County call- 
ing for an end to dearcuts on Public Lands. BBEF! 
celebrated with a bash at the billboard ereded 
closest to Fredd's Federal Fortress during a recent 
late-aftemoon rush hour. 

DER "OSTRICHED" 

Florida's Department of Environmental 
Regulation (DER) has long established a policy of 
having developers and polluters as its true clients 
and in 1990 DER's purpose, according to then- 
secretary Dale Twachtman, was to serve these 
clients best interests. Thus, DER had been issuing 
permits based on the desire to preserve political 
connections rather than on the need to proted 
the environment. Powerful agricultural interests 
had been exempted from state water quality 
standards, with thee result that the state of 
Florida was being sued by the federal government 
for allowing them to destroy the Everglades. 
State water quality standards had been weakened 
to benefit large corporate interests and the DER 
had undertaken a reorganization whose true pur- 
pose was to cover up massive mismanagement 
and to destroy the DER's ability to proted the 
dtizens from polluter. DER has its head in the 
sand when it came to the ecodde of Florida by 
developers and the agri-industrial complex. 

Something dearly needed to be done. On 
April 2nd 1990 BBEF! staged its first protest 
against DER polides in front of the main office in 
Tallahassee. Making its debut was BBEFI's pro- 
posed DER mascot, a four-foot tall paper mache 
ostrich with its head stuck in the sand. More than 
fifty participants carried signs urging "Fresh Air 
Not Stale Politics," "Purge Polluters Not 
Files, "and "Environmental Protedion Not Envi- 
ronmental Corruption." In response to the 
protest, a spokesman for DER suggested that 
BBEF! could "stand on their heads and juggle jello 
for all he cared" and some partidpants did ex- 
adlythat. BBEF! also presented the media with 
a list of DER's Dirty Dozen, cases in which un- 


regulated developer eco-destruction was allowed 
to go on. 

BBEF! 1990 Howloween (Od 31st) Eco- 
Prank was a state-wide protest of DER's polides 
(just one week before Twachtman and his Gover- 
nor Bob Martinez met their demise on eledion 
day Nov. 6th). BBEF! coordinated protests by 
environmentalists of the nine-distrid DER of- 
fices around the state. Protestors were clad as 
alligators, snakes, owls, red cockaded woodpeck- 
ers, Florida panthers and gopher tortoises and 
carried signs; "Department of Environmental 
Criminals," "Indnerate the DER" and "Trash 
Twatchmann". 

As a result things are changing under the new 
administration; the mitigation rule that allowed 
developers to destroy natural wetlands and miti- 
gate by digging holes and calling them "man- 
made" wetlands will be changed. BBEF! will 
continue to keep a watchful eye out for 
greedhead encroachment on the new DER. 

DIRECT ACTION AGAINST DEVELOPER DRECK 
BBEF! first direct action campaign 
(March 1989) was to protest the wanton 
landclearing of old growth magnolia-beech 
woods and tree cutting associated with the con- 
struction of a huge mega-shopping center and 
ass-fault parking lot. Over 50 protesters enjoyed 
the sunshine and endured the exhausts of pass- 
ing smog-belchers as they waved signs and 
passed out fliers along the road shoulders. Unfor- 
tunately, the bulldozers had already done their 
damage. Since then members of BBEF! have been 
ever-vigilant at local city and county commission 
meetings and planning department hearings. 
With the result that two large chopping maul 
developments have been stopped shortly after 
the survey stakes went out and well before the 
bulldozers had arrived. Still, developer 
greedhead eco-devastation continues almost 
unchecked on a daily basis and BBEF! hopes to 
thwart their efforts in the future 


Florida EF! Groups 


Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 
Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 

Florida EF! * 

POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904) 371-8166 

Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 

Everglades EF! * 
c/o Maria Quintana 
POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 




If You Want to Be 
Really Patriotic, 
Defend the Land! 

By Moving Robe 

Operation Mangrove Shield, the 
Campaign for Biscayne Bay, was 
conceived in the midst of the 
propaganda circus that created the 
war with Iraq. We were appalled at 
the lack of patriotism exhibited by 
our government, which would 
sacrifice human lives and billions of 
dollars rather than formulate a 
prudent energy policy to wean this 
country off imported petroleum. 
We, were also dismayed that just 
when the "peace dividends" resulting 
from the end of the Cold War 
seemed to promise a brighter future 
and increased funds for 
conservation, the government 
decided to ignore this potential foi 
taking care of the real national 
security crisis--our failing 
ecosystems-in favor of perpetuating 
the status quo. 

Patriotism existed before there were 
nation-states. The root of 
patriotism is love of the land. Just 
as animals defend their territory and 
feeding grounds, so do humans. 
America is not an abstract concept, 
it is not encompassed by a flag; 
rather, it is the mountains and rivers 
and swamps and forests that 
together make up our country. It is 
bitterly ironic that what our country 
does in the name of "patriotism" 
directly promotes the continued 
destruction and degradation of 
America, the land. 

In creating Operation Mangrove 
Shield, Everglades Earth First! 
wishes to point out that patriotism is 
not wrong per se, but that it is being 
manipulated and misdirected to 
support activities that are actually 
anti-patriotic. True patriots do not 
destroy our lands and waters! 
Developers, zoning lawyers, 
biostitutes, and corrupt government 
officials are traitors to our lands and 
waters. It is time to put the never- 
ending human economic concerns 
aside, tighten our belts, and get 
down to the true work of patriotism, 
saving our wild lands and waters 
before it is too late! 


Soldier Key: 

Giant 

Conglomerate 
Squats on Tiny 
Island 

By Hamish Ziegler 

I live on Biscayne Bay. I’m floating 
on it as I write. My wife and I live 
aboard a houseboat in a waterborne 
community called The Anchorage. 
We and our neighbors share a 
beautiful natural wilderness. Our 


Bay is about four to six miles wide 
on the average and stretches north 
to south over 40 miles. It is a giant 
protected basin of shallow green 
water, mangroves, and beaches 
bounded by South Florida on one 
side and the first of the Florida Keys 
on the other. Biscayne Bay is 
renown for its sailing and waterfowl, 
its placid serenity. We in the 
Anchorage record her gentle 
rhythms every day and night as our 
boats sway with the tide and wind. 
We live lightly on her back. Rowing 
in our dinghies, the water folds back 
in behind us and we leave no trail. 

It has taken only 120 years since the 
first settlers arrived to cripple the 
Bay. Ralph Munroe came in the 
1870s and described the shallows off 
Coconut Grove as "teeming with sea 
turtles munching on the sea grasses 
and fish so numerous you could 
walk across their backs to shore." 

Today the mackerel that used to 
follow migrating shrimp through the 
Bay are gone. Fishermen roll nets 
across the bottom destroying habitat 
and taking the rest of the shrimp, 
ripping up the bay-bottom spawning 
grounds for shellfish and lobster. 
There are high levels of cadmium in 
the Bay. Sea walls have replaced 
the mangrove trees, those sea life 
nurseries, along the shore, as 
developers claim more prime 
waterfront. Farm runoff and fresh 
water pollution have thrown off the 
delicate balance between species. 
In a marine environment, too much 
fresh water is as destructive as 
pesticides. This summer there was 
a huge algal bloom that floated in 
and settled on the sea grass beds, 
blocking the sunlight and blanketing 
them in death. 

The latest attack on the Bay is the 
threat of development on a tiny 
island 10 miles southeast of Coconut 
Grove. This 31/2-acre island is the 
very first of the Florida Keys. It is 
named Soldier Key because it 
barracked U S. soldiers who built 
the Fowey lighthouse on the living 
reef a few miles to seaward. 
Princess Cruise Lines of Fort 
Lauderdale, along with Blockbuster 
Video, as Blockbuster Cruises, have 
purchased the option to buy and 
develop the tiny island. The plan is 
to crowd as many as 500 people a 
day onto an island the size of a large 
back yard; an island of sensitive 
mangroves and tiny beaches where 
rare Hawksbill turtles nest. Swaying 
Australian pines, which, though 
exotics, have graced the island for 
years and provide roost for 
migrating sea birds, are about to fall 
under the blades of a bulldozer. 
Facilities planned to entertain the 
tourists include jacuzzis, wet bars, 
swimming pools, artificial beaches, a 
new wharf, bathrooms and diesel 
generators for power. If this project 
is allowed to proceed, tourists will 
trample the nesting grounds of 
Hawksbill Sea Turtles. Three of the 
12 known Hawksbill nests in Florida 
since 1959 have been at Soldier Key. 
Visitors to the proposed underwater 


nature trail will mangle the living 
coral reefs. For an island that has 
been a private fishing retreat off- 
limits to the public for 45 years, this 
means a drastic change. It means 
the island will be transformed from 
a safe haven for wildlife to another 
belly-slamming, Calypso-jamming, 
beer-swilling tourist trap. 

We at Everglades EF! feel that 
there are enough places like these in 
development riddled South Florida. 
We are here to put an end to the 
wanton, uncaring, profit-at-any-cost 
mentality by standing up and 
fighting! On Saturday, February 
23rd, Everglades EF! launched 


objections have not stopped the 
cruise line or Huizenga. Huizenga, 
a big campaign contributor to the 
Republican Party, has sent his 
minions to Washington, D.C. to 
negotiate directly with Secretary of 
the Interior Manuel Lujan. This is 
our man who supports drilling for 
oil in California, the Florida Keys 
and Alaska. It is very important 
that we publicize this corrupt, 
behind-the-scenes politicking and 
let people know the system is being 
subverted again. 

I have been visiting Soldier Key for 
more than 19 years. I have dived 
among her mangroves and watched 



Operation Mangrove Shield with a 
wildly successful regatta action 
protesting the proposed 
development. Protesters shared the 
sea, the island, and their wildness. 

The fight for Soldier Key has been 
going on for months, but the critical 
time has now arrived. Soldier Key 
sits in the middle of Biscayne 
Natibnal Park. Three weeks ago the 
National Park Service issued a 
formal statement in opposition to 
any development on Soldier Key, 
and reiterated its desire to buy the 
island. The NPS offer of $135,000 
was eclipsed by the near half-million 
dollars paid by Blockbuster. NPS 


the shimmering shoals of juvenile 
fish, octopi and baby lobsters. I’ve 
ridden the tidal rush through 
channels in the sand, gliding over 
grass beds and bright orange 
starfish. I have seen the herons 
quietly hunting the flats and listened 
to the croaks of the Cormorants 
roosting among the mangroves at 
dusk. I have swum with sea turtles 
there. For me to think that all this 
might be lost, destroyed in favor of 
concrete, diesel fumes and 
alcoholics is too difficult to take. 




! WHAT YOU CAN DO: Join 
i Everglades EF! in our boycott of 
I Blockbuster Video in protest of 
: their anti-nature stance! Let them 
i know it does not pay to be 
! Baybusters! Mail your cut-in-half 
i Blockbuster Video card to 
Everglades EF!, POB 557735, 
Miami, FL 33255. Write a note 
telling Huizenga how you feel and 
we will forward it to him and 
inform the media of overall 
response. Call Blockbuster 
Cruises/Florida Princess Cruise 
Line at (305) 524-2322 and tell 
them what you think of the 
proposed "Tiki bar from Hell" 
planned for Soldier Key. 


see fish swimming below the docks 
. . . oysters clinging to the pilings . . . 
soldier crabs walking in the turtle 
grass on the bottom ... there was 
no pollution, no murkiness," 
reported the Miami Herald in a 1905 
story. There were just four islands 
in the Bay then, and many of 
Miami’s residents earned a meager 
subsistence by fishing the Bay. With 
Flagler’s railroad, Miami became a 
swiftly-growing city and popular 
tourist destination. 

In 1913, a developer saw potential in 
filling acres of land on top of a 
barrier sand bar. After pumping up 
six million yards of Bay bottom, 



Litany of Abuses 
Marks Biscayne 
Bay’s History 

By Rhi Zophora 


Miami Beach was created. A 
synthetic island, Miami Beach today 
needs constant "renourishment" in 
the form of regular dredging 
operations to keep the ocean from 
surging into the carpeted lobby of 
trendy tourist hotels. 


The assault on Biscayne Bay began 
when Julia Tuttle sent a bouquet of 
orange blossoms to Henry Flagler, 
inspiring the railway magnate to cut 
a swath through the mangroves and 
pinelands of East Florida and run 
his railroad to Miami. 

Before Flagler’s railroad, "Biscayne 
Bay was crystal clear. You could 


In the early 1920s, the real estate 
boom hit Miami. Dredge-and-fill 
operators began making plans for 
the Bay coastline. The Army Corps 
of Engineers delineated a bulkhead 
along Miami’s eastern shore and 
stood back to watch as aspiring land 
barons dredged the Bay bottom up 
to create new shoreline and islands 
to fill with home sites. 


Within years, 70 outfalls pumped 20 
million gallons of raw sewage per 
day into Biscayne Bay. Mangrove 
wetlands were bulldozed and acre 
after acre of productive Bay bottom 
was covered with rubble or carted 
away to create 14 new islands and 
hundreds of acres of new bayfront 
land by the end of the 1940s. 

Water circulation was so changed by 
these new islands and shorelines 
that the natural circulation of water 
virtually ceased in the north end of 
the Bay. Commercial fishing fell 
into a decline and has never 
recovered. 

Over the next 20 years, development 
continued. Bulldozers and draglines 
worked at a fever pitch. Industrial 
expansion elevated the assault on 
the Bay with rivers of metal plating, 
printing and photographic chemicals 
running into the Bay from mostly 
unregulated sources, mixing with 
fertilizer and pesticide runoff from 
the first golf courses and thermal 
pollution from the Cutler Ridge 
power plant. Once gin-clear waters 
grew cloudy with silt as more and 
more of South Florida’s filtering 
wetlands were lost. 

By the mid-1960s, the Dade County 
Health Department chief engineer 
recommended against swimming in 
Biscayne Bay. Urogenital infections 
became common among women 
who swam in the Bay. Fishermen 
started reporting "emaciated" fish 
caught in the Bay. The director of a 
Miami oceanographic laboratory 
called Biscayne Bay a "lifeless, 
concrete-bound open cesspool." 
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Soon, fishermen were daily 
reporting fish with tumors, open red 
sores, ragged fins and "irregular" 
scale patterns. The first recorded 
cancerous disease found in a fish— 
lymphoblastoma, a form of 
leukemia--came from a 1971 
Biscayne Bay specimen. 

During the 1970s, the assault on 
Biscayne Bay reached its peak as 
developmental pressure moved 
south along the western shoreline of 
the Bay with new housing 
developments, 120 miles of cooling 
canals for the Turkey Point nuclear 
power plant, and Mount Trashmore, 
the county dump site. Running out 
of bayfront land, developers turned 
their bulldozers on the eastern 
Everglades and Biscayne Bay rested. 

Over the past 15 years, the Bay’s 
biological health slowly improved. 
For the first time in 10 years, large 
schools of Mackerel have been 
reported in the Bay. However, a 
large percentage of Florida’s 900 
new residents each day are settling 
on the southeast coast, and the Bay 
is being degraded again. 

Today, illegal gill and seine net 
operations are reported regularly. 
Golf courses encircle the Bay, 
pouring pesticides and herbicides 
into the waters. Insensitive and 
ignorant boaters destroy fragile sea 
grass beds. Shrimpers drag their 


trawls across the bay bottom in a 
nightly massacre of juvenile fish and 
crustaceans. Five thousand tankers 
per year run along the Gulf Stream, 
just a few miles east of the Bay. 
Commercial spongers wrench living 
sponges from the bay bottom within 
Biscayne National Park. Fuel for 
the power plant is barged down the 
middle of the Bay. Last month the 
barge ran aground, causing a major 
oil spill scare. 

Developer Raul Planas plans a Jack 
Nicklaus-designed golf course 
requiring the destruction of 58 acres 
of wetlands. Blockbuster Video 
proposes to put 500 tourists per day 
on tiny Soldier Key. Mount 
Trashmore is leaking ammonia 
directly into the Bay and the Corps 
of Engineers wants to release a 15- 
year accumulation of toxic silt from 
the bottom of the Miami River into 
the Bay. Biscayne Bay has been 
plundered, poisoned and filled. 
Cleansing wetlands have been lost 
to the voodoo ecology of mitigation. 
Rich sea grass beds have been 
scoured of life. 

The assault on Biscayne Bay started 
with a bouquet of orange blossoms. 
Everglades EF! will bring it to a halt 
with Operation Mangrove Shield, 
the campaign for Biscayne Bay. 


The Golf Crisis 


The Gulf war is ending, but the Golf 
Crisis continues. Wherever it’s 
sunny and fair, golf courses are 
multiplying like cancer cells and 
gobbling up wilderness. In Florida, 
the rich are becoming ever more 
exclusive, desiring walled 
communities with private golf 
courses. Naturally, the most 
desirable areas are the coastal 
habitats of South Florida’s wildlife. 

The greed of rich Americans and 
the developers who pander to them 
is not the only cause of the Golf 
Crisis. The Japanese are obsessed 
with golf. Because Japan is so tiny, 
golf course membership costs 
$500,000+ a year. Many Japanese 
find it cheaper to play golf in the 
U.S. Japanese investors are hot to 
buy golf course developments. They 
already own most Hawaiian golf 
courses, and are heading east! 

How many other areas around the 
country are facing the Golf Crisis? 
If this is a widespread problem, EF! 
should form a national task force to 
pressure the PGA and stop further 
depredations of wilderness. 


To support the cause, 
send $12 to Everglades 
EF! for your Operation 
Mangrove Shield shirt. 
Please specify size. 
POB 557735, 

Miami, FL 33255. 



EARTH DAY 

Environmentalism vs. Eco-defense 


by Bob Brounley 

The air is thick with the smell of fried 
bread and Italian sausage; sounds of 
Jazz conjure up thoughts of a simpler 
time, easy to cling to. Herds of people 
roam a large grassy area in the center 
of modern urbania, collecting pamph- 
lets detailing the benefits of recycling 
and the horrors of incineration; others 
buying T-shirts identifying some 
endangered species and buttons all 
proclaiming in essence "I'm an envi- 
ronmentalist." Many stand in small cir- 
cles immersed in philosophic conver- 
sation on the many possible 
approaches to the study of potential 
energy incentives for private industry. 
Everywhere there is talk of a new revi- 
talization within the environmental 
movement. It's Earth Day in Florida 
and you just know everything is gonna 
be all right. 

I sent 25 bucks to a national environ- 
mental organization and they sent me 
a T-shirt with a whale on it. Not a bad 
deal I thought, so I sent another group 
30 bucks for a handy tote bag display- 
ing a large earth icon and a slogan urg- 
ing me to recycle and I was well on 
my way to a new life as an environ- 
mentalist. Soon, with the conviction of 
a new recruit, I was recycling alumi- 
num cans, refusing to buy styrofoam 
cups, writing letters to elected officials 
I'd never heard of, and by now I had a 
drawer full of enviro-T-shirts. Ah ... life 
was getting better, and the world was 
to soon be right again. 

Then somehow curiosity began to per- 
meate my conviction. I began to read, 
and to learn; of atrocities committed in 
the name of progress; the advance 


ment of humankind at the expense of 
all else; the rapid decline of a once 
mighty and tenacious opponent — one 
of the world's most unique and mysti- 
cal ecosystems — now whittled down 
to one tenth the size of only fifty years 
ago, and locked away in a small dis- 
play case called Everglades National 
Park. Although it is displayed to the 
world as a sanctuary for wildlife, the 
Everglades is dying. It is surviving 
largely by artificial means as a testa- 
ment to what was here before; before 
the great conquest by the ambitious 
but short-sighted entrepreneur who 
came seeking total domination of the 
land for his own benefit, completely 
disregarding beauty and intrinsic val- 
ue. 

The great invasion by the Army Corps 
of Engineers in 1948 would turn the 
Everglades water system into a massive 
plumbing job. Where there were once 
winding rivers and wetlands support- 
ing an abundance of wildlife now 
there is a seemingly endless myriad of 
canals and waterlocks diverting water 
to vast tracts of farmlands and sugar 
cane fields. These agricultural lands 
are the primary source of pollution 
found in the Everglades and draw two 
thirds of the water. With almost 
500,000 acres of sugar cane in South 
Florida, there are more acres of Ever- 
glades growing sugar cane than are 
protected within the state park. This 
once vast ecosystem has been divided 
into parks, preserves, water manage- 
ment areas, conservation areas, agri- 
cultural areas, counties, cities, and 
subdivisions, and always for the bene- 
fit ofthe all-powerful and all- 
consuming human society. 


We have managed to undermanage, 
overmanage, and mismanage the sys- 
tem. Only now, over 40 years after the 
first dredge hit the Florida wetlands, is 
our government finally starting to 
admit that the mechanism probably 
would have worked better left alone in 
its natural state. The Kissimmee River, 
the tributary between the great chain 
of lakes and Lake Okeechobee - the 
beginning of the Kissimmee- 
Okeechobee-Everglades ecosystem - 
was transformed into a 30 foot deep 
by 56 mile long canal by the Corps of 
Engineers in thel 960's only to later be 
slated for restoration sometime in the 
1 990's. The proposed restoration pro- 
ject would alter the canalized river to 
resemble its natural state in hopes of 
regaining the benefits it once yielded. 
But there can be no guarantees of suc- 
cess. The attempt by humanity to 
rebuild an ecosystem is presumptuous 
at best ... though it appears we have 
left ourselves with no other choice. 

From the humanist point of view, we 
have failed miserably in the develop- 
ment of our own habitat in South Flori- 
da. We suffer from numerous water 
shortages, uncontrollable growth, air, 
water, and ground pollution, and 
depletion of our natural resources. 

But from the perspective of deep ecol- 
ogy we are obligated to confront the 
moral implications of our dying eco- 
system. Despite the efforts of so many 
environmentalists over such a great 
period of time, ecosystems all over the 
world continue to decline. Many spe- 
cies of wildlife are disappearing. Beau- 
ty is being replaced with the pragmatic 
and most disturbing, the preservation 
of life (other than human) constantly 


requires justification, life regarded as 
having no intrinsic value. In the belief 
that humans have not only the power, 
but the right to control and shape the 
destiny of the life around us, we must 
accept the enormous responsibility 
that goes with destroying an integral, 
life-sustaining mechanism in the only 
living world we know. 

Is it the ineffectiveness of working 
within a system devoid of understand- 
ing and compassion for things beyond 
human control that pushes the envi- 
ronmentalist over the line to become 
an eco-defender? Is it the outrage felt 
watching the struggle of a poisoned 
Cormorant, loosing its tiny grasp on 
life? Perhaps, more simply, it is the 
unwillingness to accept what is, and to 
relentlessly pursue the love of what we 
know should be. 

One thing has become definitively 
clear, it is no longer enough to be 
environmentally "concerned". It is time 
to defend. ..without compromise. 

Of course if you should happen to visit 
South Florida for Earth Day you may 
find motivation comes with much diffi- 
culty on a warm, sunny afternoon in 
April. This really is a beautiful place, 
just the way it is, right now; the gulls 
looming in the breeze. Some ofthe 
other wildlife born in the Everglades 
comes to visit urbania just often 
enough to make us feel like one 
diverse family. 

So sit yourself down easy, tip your face 
back and into the sun, and find your 
peace.... 

but don't drink the water. 


Earth First! Demands For National Forests in Florida 


1. Discard the proposed Land and 
Resource Management Plan for Flori- 
da's National Forests and the FOR- 
PLAN model for forest planning. Pre- 
pare a new EIS with a new set of 
conservation-oriented alternatives 
based on ecology rather than econom- 
ics. The preferred alternative must be 
biocentric and consistent with the land 
ethic of Aldo Leopold, i.e., "A thing is 
right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability and beauty ofthe 
biotic community. It. is wrong when it 
tends otherwise." 

2. Biodiversity, a major concern of the 
NFMA, a key issue in 70 current 
appeals of national forest plans nation- 
wide, and the subject of a Forest Ser- 
vice national Steering Committee 
effort, must be the major goal of the 
new forest plan. Refine the biodiversity 
concept to represent "native diversity", 
the perpetuation of natural landscape 
patterns and processes. Native diversi- 
ty involves the preservation of native 
ecosystem structure, function, and 
integrity, and of native species in natu- 
ral abundances. 

3. Close at least 90% of all road miles 
within the national forests, and restore 
them to natural habitat. Fund a study 
immediately to determine the ecologi- 
cally optimal order and methodology 
of road closure. Build or reconstruct 
no new roads. 

4. In cooperation with the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion's LANDSAT-based habitat map- 
ping program, prepare a detailed 
report and set of maps on landscape 
patterns in the national forests. Use 
this information as a guide for restora- 
tion and protection of ecologically 


important habitat patches, gradients, 
mosaics, and corridors throughout the 
national forests. 

5. Prepare detailed plans for the resto- 
ration and preservation of all natural 
community types and landscape types 
in the national forests. Special empha- 
sis on longleaf pine landscapes and 
natural fire regimes. Implement plans 
after review by a contracted commit- 
tee of ecologists from outside the For- 
est Service. 

6. Prepare detailed plans for recovery 
to presettlement abundances (whenev- 
er possible) of all species listed by the 
Florida Natural Areas Inventory that 
occur naturally in the Florida natural 
forests. Implement plans after review 
by a contracted committee of biolo- 
gists from outside the Forest Service. 

7. In cooperation with the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice, reintroduce populations of all 
native species (e.g., Florida Panther, 
Red Wolf) that have been eliminated 
from Florida's national forests, after 
necessary habitat improvements (e.g., 
road closures, community restoration) 
have been made to accommodate 
them. 

8. Greatly expand land acquisition, 
including purchases of inholdings and 
critical corridor connections to other 
public lands (e.g, Pinhook Swamp 
connection of Osceola NF to Okefeno- 
kee NWR, various connections of Apa- 
lachicola NF to St. Marks NWR). 

9. Immediately eliminate off-road 
vehicles of all types from throughout 
national forests. 


1 0. Immediately remove all domestic 
livestock from throughout national 
forests. 

11. In cooperation with the Florida 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion, immediately close hunting sea- 
sons on Black Bear and Fox Squirrel in 
national forests. Prohibit firearms in 
large core areas of each forest. 

1 2. After road closure and habitat res- 
toration has begun, recommend to 
Congress that at least 75% of each 
national forest be designated as Wild- 
erness or Wilderness recovery Areas (if 
land is too disturbed to meet current 
Wilderness criteria). Precise boundar- 
ies will be determined from ecological 
criteria developed in #4, 5, and 6, . 
above. Manage these areas as Wilder- 
ness until Congress acts. 

1 3. Enforce a moratorium on all log- 
ging in national forests, beginning 
now, until Wilderness and Wilderness 
Recovery Area boundaries have been 


determined, and the needs of sensitive 
species and habitats have been speci- 
fied. 

1 4. Eliminate the use of mechanical 
site preparation (chopping, bedding, 
disking, etc.) in all future silvicultural 
operations. 

15. Eliminate the use of all biocides 
(herbicides, pesticides, etc.), except 
when shown to be necessary to con- 
trol exotic and/or weedy species that 
have a deleterious impact on native 
diversity. 

1 6. Prepare a detailed plan for recon- 
structing the regional economy around 
each national forest, replacing jobs 
lost from the wood products and road 
construction/maintenance economy 
with jobs based on ecological 
research, ecological restoration, envi- 
ronmental education, and passive rec- 
reation. Greatly increase funding for 
ecological/biodiversity research. 

- Florida Earth First! 


Florida Preserve Network 
Earth First! Priorities in Florida 

Creation of a statewide wildlife preserve network, including huge, restored wilderness areas, road 
closures and overpasses, and broad interconnecting corridors of natural habitat. 

Preservation of all habitats for rare, endemic, threatened, and endangered species. 

Radical protection and recovery actions for our most critically endangered species, such as the 
Florida Panther, West Indian Manatee, Red-cockaded Woodpecker, Sherman's Fox Squirrel, Amer- 
ican Crocodile, and a vast number of endemic plant species. 

Regulatory protection of upland habitats to an extent at least as great as that currently afforded to 
Florida wetlands. Keystone species of upland habitats, most notably the Gopher Tortoise, must be 
thoroughly protected. 

Drastic changes in management direction for the key land management agencies in Florida, 
including the U.S. Forest Service, the National Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Florida DNR and Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission. 



Headwaters Not Saved Yet! 


By Robert Parker 

Northern California activists were able to 
breathe a well deserved sigh of relief after the 
[anuary 9, 1991 Board of Forestry decision to 
uphold the California Department of Forestry's 
(CDF) previous ruling to deny two Pacific Lumber 
TOP'S (timber harvest plans) in the Headwaters 
Forest. However, the fate of this last unpro- 
tected de facto redwood mini- wilderness is far 
from sealed. 

MAXXAM Corporation, owner of the Pacific 
Lumber Company (PALCO) made no secret of its 
wishes to sell Headwaters. At the same time, 
however, the company is revising the two TOPs 
and could resubmit them at any time. Due to 
cumulative impacts to the watershed, it is doubt- 
ful the bureaucracy will approve the plans. And 
according to Dr. C. J. Ralph, a noted Redwood 
region wildlife biologist, mitigation to protect 
Marbled Murrelet habitat is impossible. At the 
Board hearing, PALCO also plans for other log- 
ging in the old growth of Headwaters. That 
"harvest" would decimate the forest by the year 
2000 . 



It will be up to MAXXAM to set the selling 
price for this forest, and given "owner"/junk 
bond king Charles Hurwitz' past record, it will 
likely be over inflated. No indication has been 
made as to asking price, nor has Charlie revealed 
the amount of acreage he is willing to sell. 

Newly elected governor Pete Wilson has 
called for the preservation of the Headwaters 
forest. In January the Governor created a Task 
Force headed by Deputy Director for Planning 
and Research John Amadio. The Task Force is 
currently in an information gathering phase and 
seeks to define an "ecologically significant por- 
tion" of the Headwaters area. According to 
Amadio, the state views the intact 3000 acre 
island of old growth as the minimum acceptable 
for preservation, and that rumors to the contrary 
are false. Also in Sacramento, Senator Barry 
"Killer" Keene and Assemblyman Dan "Bowser" 
Hauser are preparing to introduce legislation 
pending final report of the task force. 

Assisting the Task Force are representatives of 
the Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, and Plan- 
ning and Conservation League. Although these 
groups are maintaining a stance supporting wa- 


tershed preservation and the creation of adjacent 
wildlife corridors for the area, they will still need 
to overcome resistance from the politicians and 
MAXXAM. Speculation at this time is that pur- 
chase of the forest will most likely come in the 
form of a state bond measure to be decided by the 
voters in 1992. 

This adds up to the high probability of an 
extremely compromised proposal for preser- 
vation, based more on politics and economics 
than on ecosystems. This compromise could 
leave the Headwaters forest an isolated island 
within a fragmented ecosystem, for the sake of 
the mainstream groups retaining their policy 
of compromise, and the politicians, as usual, 
seeking the easiest solution. 

Taking into account the current recession, 
California's huge budget deficit and the outcome 
of last November's election, the possibility of the 
voters passing a very costly measure is question- 
able. Charles Hurwitz should not profit from 
Headwaters. PALCO was victim of a hostile 
takeover by MAXXAM in 1986. That takeover is 
currently being challenged by numerous law- 
suits. In fact, these legal proceedings, along with 
the possibility of an indictment, may be prompt- 
ing Hurwitz to sell Headwaters now, while he still 
has the chance to take the money and run. 
Paying this criminal a large sum of money for 
illegally acquired land would be rewarding him 
for his crimes. 

In response to the current situation, the Earth 
First! Redwood Action Team has recently for- 
warded the Headwaters Wilderness Complex 
Proposal (details in the March 20, 1988 EF! Jour- 
nal) to the Governor's office and the Task Force. 
The Proposal, based on a whoie watershed ap- 
proach, calls for the preservation and restoration 
of 98,000 acres of land. It encompasses the 
watersheds of four rivers and creeks, as well as 
creating a wildlife migration corridor between 
Humboldt Bay National Wildlife Refuge and in- 
land old growth forests. 

Headwaters Forest is far from saved. Concerned 
activists must be dedicated to not allowing it to 
become an isolated island or a developed tourist 
park. The only future, the only hope for this 
cathedral, must lie as wilderness. 

The Redwood Action Team is currently plan- 
ning a strategy for upcoming campaigns to save 
this vital ecosystem. Along with the Headwaters 
Wilderness Complex Proposal and mapping of 
the area, we are preparing a lobbying and letter 
writing campaign. For a copy of the Wilderness 
proposal, send a business size SASE, with 52c 
postage to: RAT, POB 358, 
Miranda, CA 95553. And don't 
forget to include a donation. 
Money is desperately needed to 
fight the war on the forests. The 
EF! Direct Action Fund is support- 
ing to this campaign, and also 
needs your donations. 

What can you do? 

•Write: Pete Wilson, Governor, 
State Capital, Sacramento, CA 
95814; John Amadio, Deputy 
Director, Governor's Office of 
Planning & Research, 1400 10th 
St., Sacramento, CA 95814; Sen. 
Barry Keene and Assemblyman 
Dan Hauser, State Capital, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95814. (These two will 
be introducing legislation to their 
respective houses.) 

•Express your concerns about 
Headwaters and urge them to meet 
the following demands: 1. Adopt 
the Headwaters Wilderness Com- 
plex Proposal as a guideline for 
preservation of Headwaters. 2. 
Base preservation on a whole wa- 
tershed, intact ecosystem approach to 
meet the goal of preserving an 
"ecologically significant portion" 
of Headwaters. 3. Preserve as a 
wildlife habitat conservation/wil- 
demess area, not a developed tour- 
ist park. 4. Explore alternative 
means of acquisition to a bond 




measure including a donation by PALCO. Con- 
sider eminent domain purchase of land which 
PALCO does not wish to sell. 5. Introduce 
legislation which adopts the above demands. 6. 
Allow representatives of grassroots groups, in- 
cluding Earth First!, to directly participate in all 
negotiations and talks concerning Headwaters. 

•Also express your concerns to the following 
people, they are interested in your views on this 
matter and are playing an important role in 
developing the Governor's final proposal: Jim 
Owens, The Sierra Club, 4877 Jacoby Creek Rd., 
Bayside, CA 95524, 0im wants to hear grassroots 
input.); Jerry Merrill, The Planning and Con- 
servation League, 909 12th St. #203, Sacramento, 
CA 95814; Joan Reese, The Wilderness Society, 
116 New Montgomery #526, San Francisco, CA 
94105 

•And finally, drop a line to the Redwood 
Action Team. Give us your input and get in- 
volved. Get on our mailing list. You'll be kept up 
to date on Headwaters, notified of upcoming 
actions, and occasionally receive our favorite 
homebrew recipes. 

Remember, the fate of Headwaters depends 
on you finding the time and energy to get your 
letters in the mail. Earth First! 


ECO DEPTH GUAGE 

How deep is your ecology? 
Take a sounding. 

Go down until you disagree, 
then go back up one level. £ • . Q . J 



We should take good care > > 

of our planet, as we would any / 
valuable tool. 


Knee deep 
j Hip deep 
Deep 
fa Deeper 


■ j Profoundly 
Deep 


Radically 

Deep 


Abysmally 

Deep 


We have a responsibility to 
protect Earth's resources for 
our future generations. 

Earth would benefit from 
changes in human activity. 

The planet would be better 
off with fewer people on it. 

Wilderness has a right 
to exist for its own sake. 

Wildlife has more right lo 
to live on the Earth than 
humans do. 

Humans are too great a 
threat to life on Earth. The 
species should be phased out) 

Human extinction now 
or there won t be any later 
for this planet. A painless 
extermination is needed. 

A quick annihilation is 
too good for humans. A hor- 1 
rible, fatal illness from outer 
space is only fair. 
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Wildlife Official Bagged 


To the government, Richard 
Mitchell was a staff scientist at the 
Fish and Wildlife Service hired to 
identify endangered species and set 
up programs to protect them. 

But to big-game hunters, 
Mitchell was a man who could lead 
them to remote reaches of China 
and Pakistan and give them the 
chance to hunt rare and even en- 
dangered species. 

Now, hunters who traveled with 
Mitchell are being questioned by 
federal prosecutors in Detroit, Mil- 
waukee and Dallas-Fort Worth. The 
Justice Department is trying to de- 
termine whether Mitchell brought 
animal carcasses into the country 
illegally and whether he used his 
position at the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service for his own benefit. 
Mitchell's activities also are being 
probed by the Fish and Wildlife 
enforcement division as well as the 
inspectors general of the Interior 
Department and the Smithsonian. 

When the investigation started 
in 1988, Mitchell was on temporary 
assignment to the Smithsonian In- 
stitution to develop research projects 
with the Chinese. Throughout the 
inquiry, the Smithsonian has paid 
his legal bills: to date more than 
$280,000 in congressionally appro- 


priated funds. With another legal 
bill for $60,000 pending, the 
Smithsonian now says it has hired 
outside counsel to assess its obliga- 
tions to Mitchell. 

The federal investigation cen- 
ters on services that Mitchell per- 
formed for hunters while employed 
by the government. Under the ae- 
gis of a non-profit organization that 
he operated from his Arlington, VA 
home, Mitchell accompanied 
hunters as they stalked their quar- 
ries and helped them bring their 
kills into the United States. In some 
instances, according to knowledge- 
able sources, government prosecu- 
tors believe Mitchell and the hunt- 
ers brought carcasses into the 
country illegally. On at least one 
trip, these sources said, Mitchell had 
been sent overseas on government 
business, but some of the same ex- 
penses also were covered by hunters. 
In another instance, the some 
sources said, prosecutors believe 
Mitchell worked to get the US gov- 
ernment to downgrade the leopard 
and two other species from endan- 
gered status in Nepal with the goal 
of positioning himself to profit from 
sport hunting in the country. 

—Eugene Registered Guard 



Wildlife Official Bags Bag 


Keithville, LA — A crowd of people spent most of the night trying to 
rescue what appeared to be a black bear caught 50 to 60 feet up a pine tree 
so they could move it to a wildlife area. 

A veterinarian fired tranquilizer darts at the critter in an effort to get it 
down. Deputies and wildlife agents strung a net to catch the bear when the 
drugs took hold and it fell from the tree. 

It wasn't until they chopped down the tree early the next morning that 
they discovered they were rescuing a dart-riddled garbage bag. 

Bears are so scarce in Louisiana that they have been proposed for listing 
under the Endangered Species Act. 

—Billings Gazette 


Writ on Walt Whitman's Birthday 1990 

The spotted owl swoops by 
and accuses Bush. 

He complains of his lies 
and his ecocide. 

I too am untamable. 

I sound my accusation 
over the roofs 
of the congresses 
of this planet. 

I grab Bush and tell him 

to read the eco-prophetic lips 
of John Muir and Aldo Leopold. 

I burst into the oval office 
and rip his desk in half 
with a chainsaw 
and demand he extend 
most favored trade status 
to the Tiananmen dead 
rather than Coca-Cola and McDonald's 
conquer more of the world 
than Columbus and Marco Polo and Napoleon 
so the world can be safe 
for capitalism and McDonald's 
may safely raise the flag 
of international money empire 
so Moscow and Beijing 
and even Bangladesh 
can gorge on extinctionburgers. 

0 read my lips, Bushy baby, O read my lips! 

O read the bushy lips of Whitman! 

O read the lips of Gaia's vagina! 

1 bury Bush up to his neck in a mass grave of 

species gone extinct since he and Quayle 
were sworn in on Rehnquist's Bible. 

I mushel Bush's puss in his campaign promise 

he doesn't remember as well as "NO NEW TAXES!": 
"When it comes to the environment, 
the time for study is past. The 
time for action is now." 

Yeah the time for action is NOW 
O Thoreau and John Brown 
O Ed Abbey and Dave Foreman! 

O time for the foreman of the jury 
at the Scopes Monkeywrench Trial 
to liberate the exquisiteintricacy 
of Evolution from the fundamentalist 
bulldozers of HUMANS UBER ALLESl 

Time to free the foremen of the factories 

and the forewomen of the office buildings 
and the scabs along with the union workers 
and the proles of 1917 and 1984. 

Time to grab Bush by his re-election campaign lapels 
and invite him & Lujan & Sununu to co-star with 
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PD Blows its Stacks 


Almost four years to the day 
after Phelps Dodge closed its Dou- fej 
glas smelter operation, the two, 
lone, towering and awesome smoke * 
stacks tumbled to the ground early 
one morning without so much as a 
whimper. 

Tom Foster, a P-D VP said "No- 
body knew. It was kept very quiet. 

We didn't want to make it an 
event." In spite of the secrecy. 



Auto Boycott 

The Seattle establishment is do- 


about 50 people lined US 80 to 
watch the demonstration. 

After more than 80 years of op- 
eration, a decision was made to 
close the multi-million dollar plant 


ing well. Boeing, the Seattle Cham- 
ber of Commerce, Metro (the bus 
company), and Seattle mayor Norm 
Rice have all endorsed a boycott of 
automobiles on "Oil Smart Wednes- 


on January 15, 1987. Phelps Dodge 
had paid thousands of dollars to the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
for past violations of air pollution 
regulations. Risking a forfeiture of a 


day," March 27, in Seattle. What's 
going on, that chambers of com- 
merce and corporations are way 
ahead of the feds on energy policy?! 
And what's the matter with Bush 


$3 million letter of credit to the US 
government and a possible 
$100,000 per day fine for each day 
the smelter remained open after 
January 15, 1987, the smelter opera- 
tion came to a halt. 

Victorious! 

— Bisbee Observer 


(besides CIA and oil)? On January 
16th, the day he started the bomb- 
ing of Iraq, he had his signature in 
the Federal Register proclaiming 
"National Sanctity of Human Life 
Day." Now, this is not irony. 
—WASHINGTON EF! 


Reagan & James Watt in Back to the Future part IV 
in which John DeLorean drives them to 1946 Nuremberg. 

Time for Bush to treat his glaucoma 
with a toke of cannabis rather than 
a drop of add rain in each eye twice a day 
until the Greenhouse Effect makes the South Pole 
a Palm Springs for the international super-rich 
sunbathing in ultraviolet-proof geodesic domes 
while the mole-people work in their subterranean 
factories. 

Bush wants a man on Mars by 2019. 

If he's still alive then, 
by all means send him there 
— along with Reagan's mummy 
tarred and feathered in an oilspill 
& a rainforest's worth of exotic plumage. 

Time to break into NASA control-room 

and turn the Hubble Telescope toward the Earth. 

Time to train it on the northern spotted owl 
and the Mount Graham red squirrel. 

—JEFF PONIEWAZ 



Learning Conservation 


—Lakes Area EF! 

Welcome to Brainerd Minnesota. Land 
of 10,000 lakes, Brainerd International Raceway, 
Potlatch, MacMillian Bloedel, and the Lakes Area 
Earth First! 

We at LAEF!, being the only radicals in 
town, have been very busy. Many of us have been 
fully involved in the peace movement lately, as 
well as trying to bring socialism to the US. Both 
have not been very successful as you can see by 
watching CNN. One thing that we have man- 
aged to do, however, deals with paper conserva- 
tion. 

I'm sure that many of you have already 
taken these steps and I'll bet some school teachers 
have too. That is not good enough. We need to 
have all the school teachers conserve paper if it is 
going to have an effect. This can be done very 
easily. You must go to individual schools, not the 
district as a whole, and ask the Principal if you 
could present the ideas to the faculty at the next 
faculty meeting. Easy. Now, what to ask of them. 


by Lone Wolf Circles 

Listen! Listen hard for the happy orchestra- 
tions of moon-crazed croakers, and the story it 
tells. 

Amphibians, and frogs in particular, are liv- 
ing metaphors of evolution. The distinct stages 
in their life-cycle parallel the evolutionary im- 
perative, from a unicellular egg into a purely 
aquatic tadpole, slowly developing the legs and 
shape of the adults. Each new frog reenacts their 
ancestors' first fated gulp of air, and initial as- 
cension onto the verdant land mass. They teach 
us the crucial processes of metamorphosis — 
changing appearance without ceasing to exist, 
changing form to reveal the realized self. 

Listen! Their raucous and amorous songs are 
the unequivocal announcement of a still-liveable 
ecosystem. Their buoyant social chirps and 
echoing mating grunts are an environmental 
soundcheck — a tonal, rhythmic, soulful "all's 
well." 

Thus, there's no more dire portent than a 
quieted frog pond, no more certain omen than 
the recent worldwide disappearance of amphib- 
ians. Like the audible pleas of Cassandra, the 
plaintive silence of the frogs is a certain predic- 
tion of unfolding catastrophe. And as with 
Cassandra, no one heeds the crushing hush of 
wetlands once alive with the croaks and bellows 
of jewelled songsters. It is in their arresting 
absence they take on the role of soothsayers, 
forecasting disaster in a descending wall of terri- 
fying silence. The extended silence of extinction. 

We get their name from the Greek word 
"amphibios," "leading a double life" above and 
bf ’ow the waterline. The adaptation to a dual- 
habitat contributed to the success of a three 
hundred and ninety million year existence, sur- 
viving almost unchanged for the last one hun- 
dred and fifty million. It now spells double 
jeopardy, with high-risk exposure to both air and 
water borne poisons. Their common food source 
is insects, the victims and carriers of pesticides. 
An amazing, permeable skin that allows for the 
direct absorption of oxygen, also allows the easy 
passage of industrial pollutants. Sensitive to 
changes in water temperature, reductions in 
cover, and siltation, resident populations are 
effectively halved wherever subjected to logging 
operations. Add deposition in the form of rain 
or snow retard the growth of their eggs. Once the 
most abundant by weight of any forest animal, 
amphibians are quickly disappearing worldwide, 
setting off a great biological alarm. 

The so-called Las Vegas frog vanished when 
its entire range was appropriated by the dty it is 
named for. The golden toad was assumed safe in 
the protected preserves of Monteverde, Costa 
Rica. Within its misty embrace, beneath giant 
orchids and moss dangling from rainforest trees, 
the males stood out In a burning show of orange 
brilliance. In less than ten years they have 
completely disappeared. 

One of the most unusual of all was the 


I ask that they please use these three 
simple techniques to conserve paper. 

One. Re-collect hand-outs. Instead of 
printing the same handout for all students of all 
classes, they can re-collect them for the same 
class later. Many of the handouts end up in the 
garbage anyhow. 

Two. Have the copies of tests and 
worksheets printed on both sides of the paper. 

Three. Utilize the blackboard more. In- 
stead of printing one or two questions on paper 
for each student, write it on the blackboard. 

Make sure to add, that by doing this, it 
will save the school money that in return can be 
used for other areas. It can benefit them as well 
as the earth. These ideas, along with a school 
wide recycling program, can drastically cut down 
paper usage in our school systems. 

That is all from Brainerd for now. I hope 
this idea will benefit our movement in the fight 
for Mother Earth. 


gastric-brooding frog, recently joining the for- 
ever extinct. Ensconsed for millennia in the deep 
tangles of the Australian rainforests, it developed 
a singularly unique method for protecting its 
unhatched eggs from the abundant predators. 
Stowing away the eggs in its stomach, they 
somehow suppressed the flow of digestive acids 
during the incubation period. The frog that 
regurgitated live babies, lives no more. World- 
wide, frogs are suddenly and dramatically van- 
ishing from the face of the Earth. 

Amphibians first appear on the fossil record 
between the late Devonian and Mississippian 
periods. Their ancestors were the crossoptery- 
gian fishes, with flipper-like lobed fins, and lungs 
as well as gills. It is unlikely they ever chose to 
leave the water. More likely they were caught in 
isolated, evaporating seas, their first excursions 
above a search not for land, but for more water. 
They were pre-adapted to life on land. Lunged 



fish thrived without leaving the water for hun- 
dreds of millions of years, and survive to this day 
in the form of the prehistoric-looking coela- 
canths of the Indian Ocean. It was, however, the 
existence of already developed lungs that made 
their land travels possible. 

You can see the timelessness of amphibios in 
the unfocused, dinosauric stare of the rough 
skinned newts. Their endangered habitat is the 
last of Pacific Northwest's temperate rainforest, 
where they float in the perfectly clear pools of 
rainwater. They absorb oxygen from the water, 
supplemented by occasional sorties to the surface 
for a gulp of mountain air. They rise from the 
depths in slow spirals in an economy of move- 
ment, their almost still tail following behind. 
With intense, vertical pupils, here is the "eye of 
newt" staring back from many a witch's brew. 
The headwater seeps feeding these pools shelter 
the rarest of California amphibians, the Olympic 
salamander. Intolerant of any rise in stream 
temperature, they easily succumb wherever log- 
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ging reduces the total amount of shade. Their 
rapid disappearance is a direct and accurate mea- 
sure of ancient forest destruction. 

The oldest frog fossils are of the family 
Ascaphidae, dating back two hundred million 
years to the Jurrasic Period. The remnant wilds 
of the American northwest are also home to the 
last living member of this family, the tailed frog. 
The "tail" is actually a rosy, spade shaped cloaca, 
or penis. Needless to say, the female is "tail-less." 
They are the only frogs that fertilize the female 
internally, having adapted to the coldest, hard- 
est-rushing streams where typical external fer- 
tilization would be untenable. The eggs are then 
laid in a sticky secretion cementing them firmly 
to the rocks, and to the same end the tadpoles 
employ large suction-cup mouths. This creature 
of the torrent, muted by the roar of whitewater, 
faces an uncertain future. Like the Olympic 
salamander, the tailed frog's sensitivity is what 
makes it so vulnerable to human impact. A 
change in average water temperature of less than 
five degrees can kill them. 

Human beings are far more tolerant of ad- 
verse changes, less susceptible to the toxic resi- 
dues of our consumerist civilization. It would 
appear we can proliferate indefinitely, immune 
or insulated from the deleterious effects of that 
promulgation. It could be said that humanity is 
detached in this way, desensitized, oblivious to 
worsening conditions that must in the end kill us 
as well. The coal miners of recent American 
history carried into those cold, black shafts a bird 
in a cage. More sensitive to the accumulation of 
underground gases, the death the golden 
"miner's canary" was a signal of impending 
doom. The silenced frog songs serve an imperiled 
planet in the same way, as a tocsin for toxins, a 
harbinger of destruction, a red alert. Alert. Alert. 
Alert... 

Toads and frogs can live buried in mud for 
years, hibernating, mindlessly awaiting the thaw 
that will release them. Stories abound of them 
somehow entrapped in solid stone or coal, 
jumping out unharmed when the rock is acci- 
dentally broken open. One hopes that within the 
core of our hardened, impermeable sheath, a 
secret still rests, a wilder spirit ready to spring 
forth. Ready to belie the extinction of its kind, 
and leap the bounds of mute testimony! 

In the face of such a final silence, everyone 
should be "all ears — " attentive, concerned, 
vigorously responsive. We should stop every- 
thing and strain to hear a last frog song. Drawing 
from the example of amphibian metamorphosis, 
we can find in our own past and future a mani- 
festation of self that is more cognizant of miracu- 
lous life, more in tune with the processes of 
shared "nature." 

For more information on the plight of amphib- 
ians, contact the EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, 
Boulder, CO 80307. 


Amphibios: The Prophetic Silence 
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FOIA the Freddies: ADC EAs and EIS s must follow MOU 


When you think of the agencies 
or programs responsible for man- 
aging our federal lands, which ones 
come to mind? Most likely, you 
think of the Forest Service, the Park 
Service, the BLM, and the USFWS. 
Somewhere after that, you might 
remember that the Bureau of Rec- 
lamation and the Army Corps of 
Engineers are out there doing their 
thing. The EPA also has some say on 
what's happening to the vast acres 
out there. And there is the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, too. 

There are probably others that 
you would think of, as is the case for 
us working with the Predator Project. 
There is one missing from this list, 
whose mission is as development- 
oriented as the rest of them, and 
whose impact may be as widespread 
and damaging as the worst of the 
bunch previously mentioned. And 
the reality is that VERY few people 
in this country - to whom this land 
"belongs" and for whom this land is 
so well "managed" — even know 
about the federal Animal Damage 
Control program, or ADC! 

Luckily for the critters out there 
and the systems they are a part of, 
there has been a growing national 
awareness of the ways and means of 
this federal program, and this jour- 
nal has helped prompt that aware- 
ness by providing much coverage of 
ADC in the past 12 months (with 
some coverage even further back - 
see EF!J 3/20/88 issue). Right now a 
lot can be done not only to further 
the effort of exposing ADC, but also 
to inflict change upon its historically 
seldom-challenged activities. 

What follows describes the 
workings between ADC and the 
Forest Service, accompanied by a 
fact sheet about the ADC program 
and how we all can help affect its 
1992 budget - right now. The dis- 
cussion given to the Forest Service's 
need to evaluate the ADC program 
on each Forest is self-explanatory. 
As for the fact sheet, feel free to 
(please do) copy it, and then dis- 
tribute it far and wide. The powers 
of control and manipulation (mostly 
ranchers and loggers) are already 
putting a lot of pressure on the House 
Subcommittee on Appropriations 
for Rural Development, Agriculture 
and Related Agencies to increase 
ADC's budget up to more traditional 
levels, and we need to counter this. 

There is also the opportunity to 
testify at the subcommittee hearings 
on the ADC budget sometime in 
mid-April, during hearings set up 
for "outside witnesses." If you live 
in the DC area and/or are interested 
in traveling to the great marble 
museum to present a case for stick- 
ing with the present proposal to 
decrease the budget (or further de- 
crease it), send a letter to the sub- 
committee (Room 236, Rayburn 
Bldg, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515 ATTN: Bob 
Foster) and ask to be placed on the 
list of speakers for the Outside 
Witness Hearings. 

So with that intro, onward into 
the wordage! 

USFS and ADC: A Memorandum 
of Understanding 

There are presently a number of 
National Forests in the western states 
which are conducting Environ- 
mental Assessments (EAs) regarding 


animal damage management (ADM) 
on the Forests. The purpose of these 
EAs is to establish where, when and 
what types of predator control ac- 
tion, to be executed by the ADC, 
should be authorized by individual 
Forests. Various Forests have given 
us various reasons for developing 
these assessments, ranging from a 
need to reauthorize an old ADM to 
the fact that ADC has become very 
controversial and the agency must 
address this public concern. 

No doubt, these are valid rea- 
sons. Even more important, how- 
ever, is the need to assess the pro- 
gram as laid out in a recently-revised 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between the Animal And 
Plant Health Inspection Service 
(APHIS - which has authority over 
ADC) and the Forest Service. This 
MOU, dated March 12, 1990, serves 
the purpose of Identifying the re- 
sponsibilities of the respective 
agencies, and establishing general 
guidelines to assist field personnel 
in carrying out their ADM respon- 
sibilities. More specifically the MOU 
makes the following two require- 
ments: 1) "It is mutually recognized 


that the tools and procedures avail- 
able for managing populations must 
be used in a professional manner 
according to a plan developed in 
compliance with National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA), National 
Forest Management Act (NFMA), 
and Animal Damage Control Act," 
and 2) that the Forest Service shall, 
in order to ensure compliance with 
NEPA, "prepare Environmental As- 
sessments or Environmental Impact 
Statements in a prompt manner 
where applicable and with APHIS- 
ADC full participation." All these 
reasons combined are why wildlife 
advocates ought to start breathing 
down the necks of Forest Supervisors 
to conduct an environmental 
analysis of some type before this 
year's control season begins. 

It's unclear whether the Forests 
we've talked to have given us rea- 
sons for pursuing an EA other than 
their need to comply with the MOU 
because they don't want the public 
to realize the power of this require- 
ment (as laid out in the MOU), or 
because they don't yet realize such a 
requirement exists (some Forests 
sent us MOUs from 1988 and ear- 


lier). Regardless, we ought to take 
advantage of the opportunity pro- 
vided in the MOU to further expose 
and affect the ADC program. You 
can do this by demanding that the 
Forest near you, if they haven't yet 
done so, initiate and complete an 
analysis before sending ADC out 
into the fields this spring and/or 
summer. 

What You Can Do 

Here are some suggestions on 
how to address the issue of de- 
manding an environmental analy- 
sis. Keep in mind that, thus far, 
Forests have been using EAs to 
evaluate ADC activities on the For- 
est. However, an EIS would be both 
more appropriate (ADC activity 
definitely is a significant impact 
upon the "resource" of any given 
Forest), and more desirable (an EIS 
takes a hell of a lot more time and 
energy, and demands a lot more 
justification for the actions pro- 
posed). 

First, choose one or two Forests 
that you are geographically or emo- 
tionally linked to, and write or call 


Federal Animal Damage Control Program 

(alias All the Dead Critters) 

Animal Control or Out Of Control 
(February, 1991) 

According to official jargon, the Animal Damage Control Act of March 2, 1931 gave the US Department 
of Agriculture “the authority to control wildlife deemed injurious to agriculture, forests, range and other 
wildlife.” The Animal Damage Control Program (ADC) has had its name changed several times in its 
illustrious 59 year existence. Its mission, however, has stayed the same: “to provide leadership in the science 
and practice of wildlife damage control in order to protect America’s agricultural, industrial and natural 
resources, and to safeguard public health and safety.” In 1988 (the most recent year that we - the public - have 
total statistics for), ADC and its cohorts killed over four million animals and harrassed and displaced untold 
numbers at a cost of ??? million taxpayer’s dollars: And it’s all paid for by you! 

ADC administrators and “wildlife biologists” are involved in both operational (direct, usually lethal, 
control) and technical assistance projects (giving advice to cooperating agencies, industries, or private 
citizens on how to deal with “problem” wildlife). ADC gets both financial and physical assistance from 
cooperating federal, state and county agencies and private associations and groups. This campaign of ecocide 
is supported by a predator management research center (with five field stations) and a supply depot 
responsible for manufacturing and selling specialized control materials not readily available from commer- 
cial sources, many of which are developed at the research center. 

Death Don’t Have No Mercv In This Land 

The following are the more prevalent or insidious control measures, lethal and non-lethal, that are used 
by ADC and its cooperating entities: 

• Shooting (from planes and helicopters) 

• Traps and snares (at least six types) 

• 1080 collars (predator poison causing extended pre-death convulsions and dry-heaves) 

• M-44 (a baited sodium cyanide powder which explodes in predator's mouth when bitten) 

• “Denning” (digging out or hooking pups, mostly coyote, from dens and clubbing them) 

• Denning cartridges (carbon monoxide cartridge used to suffocate or gas out, usually pups) 

• Dogs (chasing predators, mostly mt. lions, and shooting them if need be) 

• Avitrol (causes birds to behave in a stressful, erratic manner, scaring other birds away) 

• Glue boards (for snakes and rodents - you figure it out) 

> Pyrotechnics (various explosives used to scare birds from an area) 

Numerous other “tools” of the trade are available, both lethal and non- lethal, creating a diverse and 
effective arsonal used against wildlife. 
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between USFS and USDA APHIS for NEPA process (...huh?) 


the Forest Supervisor. After explain- 
ing your interest in that Forest, your 
appreciation for the wildlife and 
natural systems of the Forest, and 
your concern about predator control 
on the Forest, ask him/her the fol- 
lowing questions: 

1) Does the Forest have any on- 
going ADM plan, and does that plan 
outline guidelines whereby ADC will 
be asked to perform predator control 
on the Forest lands (not all Forests 
feel that they have a perceived need 
for predator control, and not all 
predator control is done by the fine 
people within the ADC program). 

2) If so, is the Forest presently 
conducting an environmental 
analysis of any type which will 
outline coordination with the ADC 
program in performing predator 
control activities on the Forest? 

2) If so, what type of analysis is it, 
and at what stage is the analysis? 

3) If the Forest is not presently 
conducting any analysis concerning 
ADC activities, ask whether the 
Forest has plans to do so in the next 
few months. 

At this point, you may want to 
end your first inquiry. The answers 


you get back will tell you whether 
predator control even occurs on the 
Forest and whether the ADC pro- 
gram is the responsible agency, and 
if so, whether you can get involved 
in an analysis that has already begun, 
or whetheryou will need to formally 
request that an analysis be initiated. 

If you learn that the Forest has 
already begun an analysis, then by 
all means get involved by sending 
in your comments. The following 
areas of concern are some of the 
many you might want to ask the 
Forest to address in the analysis: 
establish and justify whether the 
actions proposed only warrant an 
EA; establish and justify what con- 
stitutes an unacceptable level of 
damage to livestock (the requisite to 
initiating lethal predator control); 
establish and justify the cost effec- 
tiveness of predator control and the 
net public benefit; establish and 
justify the effectiveness of lethal 
predator control in protecting live- 
stock; establish and justify at what 
point lethal control is deemed nec- 
essary, when so many methods of 
non-lethal control are available; es- 
tablish what the cumulative effects 


of these actions are upon the Forest 
resources, and explain why such 
impacts still warrant the use of le- 
thal predator control; establish the 
impact on threatened and endan- 
gered species and wilderness quali- 
ties, and explain why these impacts 
will not adversely affect these spe- 
cies; and analyze and justify the 
actions on a site specific basis (not 
just for the entire Forest or control 
zone). Also, ask that, if one is not 
already appointed, a conservation- 
ist be included as a member of the 
Identification Team. Lastly, let them 
know you are interested in sticking 
with the public process, and there- 
fore you want to be kept informed 
of any and all aspects of this analysis. 

If the Forest Supervisor tells you 
that ADC is involved with predator 
control on that Forest, but that no 
such analysis is being done, or soon 
will be, then it is time for you to 
request that they do so. Write a 
second letter (or ask for this at the 
end of your first letter, pointing out 
that this request comes only if ADC 
activities occur on the Forest and no 
analysis has been, is being, or will 
soon be initiated), and formally re- 


quest that the Forest begin the NEPA 
process as required in the MOU. 
Explain that the Forest has no au- 
thority to allow for predator control 
with ADC until an analysis process 
is completed, because the Forest has 
not conducted an analysis since the 
signing of the 1990 MOU. Remind 
them that the use of ADC for 
predator control on the Forest con- 
stitutes a major federal action, and 
therefore both the MOU and NEPA 
requires an analysis. Lastly, point 
out that in light of this, all other 
work plans or other agreements for 
predator control are out-dated, and 
therefore no control actions should 
occur until the entire analysis pro- 
cess is completed. Should the Forest 
tell you they have started an analysis, 
you can tell them to not start any 
control actions using ADC person- 
nel until the analysis is completed. 

You should also ask for a copy of 
the MOU they are acting on, a copy 
of the most recent EA or EIS which 
addressed federal ADC activities on 
that Forest (some Forests have never 
written one), a copy of the most 
recent annual work plan for preda- 
tor control on the Forest, as well as 
all pertinent regulations, agreements 
and other documents related to the 
issue of ADC predator control on 
that Forest. These will give you 
plenty of good information to go on 
when addressing concerns and in- 
adequacies. 

Obviously, this is a very rough 
outline of how to proceed with your 
efforts to require and affect an 
analysis and revised work plan for 
ADC activities on the Forest. Feel 
free to contact the Predator Project 
for further particulars, as well as any 
background information we might 
have about an individual Forest. We 
would very appreciate hearing from 
anyone else who has expertise or 
other useful information concerning 
ADC activities on National Forest 
lands or elsewhere. We hope that 
people will take these basic steps, 
because your involvement will: 

1) force the FS to justify ADC 
activities on the Forest, by either 
explaining why they don't need to 
initiate an analysis or by causing 
them to do so. 

2) the FS and ADC, as well as the 
public (consider writing letters-to- 
the-editors and getting press cover- 
age about ADC on the Forest once 
you've started) will learn it's no 
longer business as usual. 

3) if all goes well, a more sane 
working plan will result from the 
analysis, including a greater em- 
phasis on herd protection and non- 
lethal control. 

4) we will get some help with the 
formidable task of challenging the 
concept of a federally-sponsored 
predator control program. 

Can be boring stuff, this ol' pa- 
per chase, but as one mentor stated, 
"you've got to be born sometime." 
It can also be the start of something 
very positive. As was mentioned 
earlier, there is presently a 
groundswell of public awareness and 
concern about the ways and means 
of ADC. This surge can use all the 
energy it can get. Now is as good a 
time as ever (ever better than ever) 
for all of us to begin the work of 
controlling ADC! 

For All Things Wild And Free!!! 

—Predator Project 
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Envi r onmental Wr o n gs a nd A ni m al R ig h ts 

The effects of this federal program upon wild critters and their homes may already seem appalling to you. 
If so, that’s good! If not, consider the following realities of the ADC program: 

• Killing and harrassing MILLIONS of animals, often by cruel and inhumane, but legal, methods. 

• Creating ecological imbalance by disrupting integral parts of local native ecosystems and manipulating biological diversity. 

• Introducing systemic poisons to a given area, which kill non-target animals as well as those the toxins are intended for. 

• Perpetuating the threatened and endangered status of many species, particularly predators, after having participated in their 
demise 

• Ignoring equal and inherent rights of all species, all in the name of commerce and growth. 

• Spending taxpayer dollars to benefit a few not-so-needy industries (livestock, agriculture and defense) which already receive 
too many subsidies. 

Co ns ider The A lt erna t ive s 

It’s time to control ADC! Criticism has been growing over the past 25 years, including critical 
investigations by past Department of Interior Advisory Committees, the Department’s Office of Audit and 
Investigation, the Council on Environmental Quality, the Environmental Protection Agency, congressional 
subcommittee hearings and independent university studies. Yet, the program still exists as the Death Squad 
against the natural world, continuing its covert program of death and control. This must change, but change 
won’t happen without alternatives. 

• Mandate more of ADC’s funding for the reseach, develop and practice of non-lethal control. 

• Promote non-lethal control methods, such as guard dogs, herding, protection incentives, hazing and scare tactics, and fencing 
(just to name a few). 

• Fund programs that place the burden of risk management on the producer and how s/he controls or protects their product (animal 
husbandry practices, ecL). 

• Establish insurance policies for losses due to wildlife (acts of god), and let the consumer pay the direct costs. 

• Establish a smaller budget for ADC, and let the consumer of the specific product pay the direct cost of allowing nature to take 
its course. 

• Abolish the program, and let the consumer pay all the costs of letting nature take its course 

It’s the public’s turn to be the strong mouthpiece for change. After all, ADC is only an organ of demise. We are the brains behind the beast 
that allows this aggressive and deadly control program to exist. The Bush administration just released the budget proposal from Fiscal Year 1 992, 
and it calls for a4.2 million dollar decrease (from 24.6 to 20.4) in ADC’s operational funding. Even better yet, it decreases the budget for direct 
predator control by almost 40% (from $ 13 to $8 million). Meanwhile, the program’s research budget would increase from $8.7 yo $9.3 million, 
ostensiblyto allow for more research on better non-lethal control. The House Subcommittee on Appropriations for Rural Development, 
Agriculture and Related Agencies (undo - which ADC falls) begins meeting this month to discuss the budget, hear testimony from agency people, 
and write their version of the bill sometime in April/May. NOW is the time to write to this committee ( Jamie Whitten, Chair, 2362 Rayburn, 
HOR, Washington, DC 20515-6061). Tell them that you support a smaller budget (or no budget), with more (total) emphasis on non-lethal 
control. Said this letter to your Congressperson(s) as well. Also feel free to copy and distribute this information sheet, and use it as a basis for 
letters to the editors. If we don’t thwart this mess, then the great old tune of “All God’s Critter’s” will soon be changed to “All the Dead Critters.” 


Predator Project POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 406-585-9607 



Mt. Graham Campaign Alive and Well 



By Mike Graham 

I was prompted to write because I got the 
impression from the last journal article on Mt. 
Graham (2/91) that the fight is over. If you 
believe that then read no further because that is 
exactly what the politicians and the Mt. Graham 
astrophysical proponents want you to believe. I 
have been hearing since March of 1989 (when I 
joined this fight) that it is a waste of time and 
energy and that we should learn our lessons and 
move on. My response then, as now, is 
"BULLSHIT!" I will be damned if I am going to let 
them get away that easily with a ruthless land 
grab; and secondly, if you do not take a stand here 
— in a fight to save not only the mountain but 
the entire body of our nation's environmental 
laws — then where do you take a stand? 

Now that you have gotten this far, let's take 
a look at what has happened since the law was 
passed allowing construction of telescopes on 
this unique biological treasure 2 1/2 years ago. 
(Always remember that their grand plan is 30 
telescopes on this range alone.) A two mile road 
has been built, and two pad sites have been 
cleared for two small scopes. No concrete has 
been poured. This work was supposed to have 
been completed by the end of the Fall of 1989, 
and here it is Winter 1991 and they are still trying 
to get started. WHY? Because we have not quit. 
We are like a tenacious bulldog that has a firm 
bite on their ass and won't let go, and no matter 
what they try to do, they can't swat us off. When 
the history book is written on this one it will 
reveal that as one player in the resistance burned 
out or had to move on, there was another there to 
take his place. It will also reveal that a coalition 
of people from many different backgrounds and 
organizations have all come together and are 
sharing all of their available resources to save this 
endangered ecosystem and inhabitants. 

The following are just a few examples of the 


importance of why one should never quit, be- 
cause if we had, perhaps none of this would ever 
have been revealed. 

Politically, we have learned that Senator 
McCain had an agreement with USFS Chief Dale 
Robertson that if they got special legislation then 
the FS would not stand in the way of the project. 
Then there was the meeting in Washington DC 
where Senator McCain (with Senator DeConcini 
and Representative Kolbe present) threatened 
the job of the Coronado FS supervisor Jim Abbott 
by telling him that if he "did not cooperate on 
this project, he would be the shortest tenured 
Forest Supervisor in the history of the Forest 
Service." For a more comprehensive outlook on 
' Jh^politicaldironology I refer you to the Winter 
1991 editionofTn^^Voi(^'(write'AFSEE77«ne^ 
Voice, PO Box 1 1 61 5, Eu gene OR 97440 . Read the) 
‘^a rticle on page 7 ). ffihese acts nave led to aTormaf 
complaint beirTgmed by Dr. Robin Silver to the 
Senate Ethics Committee against Sen. McCain. 

Culturally, we have learned that Mt. Graham 
is a mountain of great significance to theApIChfe 
people: A group has form ed, known as the 
Apache SurvivaLCoattf ion with the purpose of 
opposingthe teles copes and holding on to what 
is leftoftheir Traditional ways. Apache Tradition^ 
alistsJdenti^LMt. Graham a s the home of th e 
c Spirit -Dancers who taught the Apaches their 
'“sacred sofigs and dances a nd where to gather 
Realingherb s and waters. Thereare many-xeli- 
'“gious shrihes on the peaks of Mt. Graham dating 
back over a thou sand yeaTs Th e Apaches are 
concerned that these sacred sites will blTdes- 
ecrated, interfeflng" with” the conduct of their 
religious ceremonies and destroying the home of 
the Crown Dancers and the sacred power of the 
mountain. Apache spiritual tradition and cul- 
tural survival are tied to Mt. Graham. Togetmore 
information On thisor to sendaletteroF support 


Protestors in Ohio ouside of the Josephenium, a Vatican-controlled seminary 


Summary of Action on the Mountain 

In November 1988, Congress passed a law allowing the University of Arizona to develop a 
telescope complex on Mt. Graham. T he law was deemed nece ssa ry because developing on Mt. 
Graham would otherwise violate t he^atlonaL ExivirQnm etitarPoli q/Act: (NEPA)^and the Endangered 
Species Act fE SAL (It violates NEPA prim arily because less destructive locations are available for the 
project and be cause it would desecrate thesacred grounds of traditional A pache p e ople)/ ! 

Circumnavigations of NEPA and ESA were "justified" to Congress and the American people on 
the grounds that the law wasj)ased on a US Fish and Wildlife Biological Opinion (BO), and by Arizona 
legislators' assurance^ that ESA safeguards would continue to apply to the project. Both these 
justifications were fraudulent.- ' 

The law went far further than the BO allowed (increasing area, number of scopes, and number 
of peaks developed, among other things), and even the BO was found to have been fraudulently 
prepared. Also, the ESA safeguards have not been allowed to take effect since the US Forest Service 
(FS) in May 1989 abruptly changed its policy and refused to comply with the law. This change in 
FS policy resulted directly from a secret "understanding" between Arizona Senatorjohn McCain, and 
the Chief of the USFS, Dale Robertson, "that the FS would not stand in the way and would facilitate 
the Mt. Graham project..." 

In August 1990, when it came time for the Justice Department to control the FS, as requested by 
the USFWS and six of seven Arizona Congressmen, Assistant Attorney General Richard B. Stewart 
seized the opportunity instead to promote his own desire, and that of the Bush Administration, to 
weaken the ESA. Steward ruled that the FS actions were acceptable. The previous year, in a speech 
to the Mountain States Legal Foundation, Stewart revealed his own personal prejudice by condemn- 
ing efforts to save Mt. Graham as "misuse of the ESA." but he failed to excuse himself from the ruling 
as prejudice requires. 

There have been more than 30 arrests for acts of civil disobediance by citizens concerned by the 
blatant fraud used to pass the law and the failure of the State University of Arizona and the Justice 
Department to respect the 1988 congressional assurances that ESA safeguards would continue to 
apply to the project. The situation is now in the courts. 

— M. Graham 



che Survival Coalition, PO Box 11814, 
8573?. 

The partners in this have become a shaky lot 
recently. The rumor mill has the Smithsonian 
Institution pulling out of Mt. Graham and going 
to Hawaii. There is still nothing in hard copy so 
I will believe it when I see it, but it's a rumor that 
comes from a good source. Also, on February 1st, 
1991, the board of Trustees at Ohio State Univer- 
sity pulled Mt. Graham from their agenda, prob- 
ably due in part to the great job being done by the 
grassroots activists in the Ohio area, educating 
the public and raising hell when needed. They 
obviously have not quit. 

A lot of work remains to be done. At this 
junction we need letters and phone calls to the 
places below, reminding them that we are still 
here and have not forgotten. 

What You Can Do: Write or call the Univer- 
sity of Arizona and its partners and tell them 
what you think of their project! Pres. Henry 
Koffler, U of A, Tucson AZ 85 72 1 (602-62 1-5511). 
Dr. Robert Adams, Smithsonian Institution, 1000 
Jefferson, SW, Wash., DC 20560 (202) 357-1840. 
Pres. Gee, Ohio State Univ., 190 N. Oval Hall, 
Columbus, OH 43210, (614) 292-2424. Pope 
John Paul II, Vatican City, 00187, Rome, Italy. 
Dr. Heinz Staab, Max Planck Institute, MPI Resi- 
dence — Str. #A, 8000 Munich, Germany. Franco 
Pacini, Dir., Arcetri Astrophysical Observatory, 
Laego E. Fermi 5, 1-50125, Firenzi, Italy. 

In the US call or write your Senators and 
Representatives and demand that they reverse 
the law they passed (Idaho/ Arizona Conserva- 
tion Act, PL 100-696, Title 6) and restore the 
NEPA to the American people so that we can fully 
address the biodiversity and cultural 
thisunique Mountain. Forfurtfier info, contac 
^e^ZTHltrPdB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85 722. < 


How To Screw Things Up 
Without Getting Beaten Up 
By The Cops 


By Everet Anon 

I don't think it's that good of an idea to shut 
down the bridges and roads. Even if it is great fun, 
it punishes people who are not part of our evil 
federal government. The local police are going to 
have to kick your butt sooner or later. Most of the 
cops don't want to be out there twelve hours a 
day hitting you over the head. They would rather 
be eating donuts, flirting with waitresses, giving 
speeding tickets, etc., rather than getting all 
kinds of shit thrown at them by a bunch of scruffy 
protestors. 

Having said all this though, it seems to me a 
big box of roofing nails scattered from the win- 
dow of a car late at night would close a bridge or 
street with a lot less effort. Or if that is too anti- 
social for you, get together with about six of your 
friends with cars and drive real slow. Make sure 
that no one can pass you as you drive across the 
bridges, on the freeways, down Market St., etc. 

Vandalizing buildings is also a stupid thing to 
do. Acts like this will only be used against you by 
the media and the courts. But, if you must tear up 
public property, why not choose one of the 
numerous federal buildings without a hundred 
police officers in riot gear standing in front of it. 
Remember, penmanship on messages is impor- 
tant, so give yourself time and privacy when 
defacing buildings. 

Finally, if you must march around in the 
streets, why not wear a motorcycle, bicycling, or 
49ers helmet, and a heavy leather jacket, gloves, 
and boots. The cops don't just wear all their gear 
to look cool you know. And don't forget to bring 
wire cutters to cut apart fences, barricades, and 
plastic handcuffs. Why not dress for success? 
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Wolf Update: Freedom Still $$$ Away 


By The Predator Project 

Arizona/New Mexico 

In mid-December, Arizona Department of 
Game and Fish (AZDGF) Director Dwayne Scrouf 
sent Regional USFWS Director Michael Spear a 
list of four possible reintroduction sites the state 
recommends for the return of the Mexican wolf. 
This comes after the AZDGF last summer asked 
the USFWS, the USFS, the BLM and private or- 
ganizations to fund a $230,000 study to deter- 
mine how many Mexican wolves remain in the 
wild in Mexico, and to evaluate potential 
reintroduction sites for wolves in Arizona. The 
four sites AZDGF now recommends for further 
study are: the Blue Primitive Range, the 
Chiricahua Mountains, the Galiuro-Pinaleno 
Mountains, and the Patagonia-Atascosa Moun- 
tains. These areas are all in Arizona, but are 
contiguous with areas of potentially-suitable 
habitat in New Mexico, northwestern Chihua- 
hua and northern Sonora. 

Director Spear approved the state's proposal, 
and said that money would be allocated to fund 
these studies. Not only have those studies begun 
(and will hopefully be completed by this coming 
December), but now Spear has set the dates for 
two public meetings concerning the recovery of 
the Mexican wolf in the southwest: Las Cruces, 
NM (Feb. 25) and Tucson, AZ (Feb. 27). The press 
release announcing these public meetings made 
two things clear: 1) that no decision to introduce 
the Mexican wolf to the wild has been made, and 
2) the USFWS, under the National Environmen- 
tal Protection Act (NEPA) process, is required to 
receive public input for use in determining scope 
of and preparing a Draft Environmental Assess- 
ment (EA). 

What You Can Do: NOW is the time to send 
your message to the USFWS. Obviously, if you 
can make it to these meetings, all the better. But 
most of us will be sending our concerns in via the 
mail. Regardless, we suggest you tell the USFWS 
that 1) you are in full support of returning the 
Mexican wolf to the wilds of Arizona, New 
Mexico, as well as the recovery of wolves in 
Mexico (put in a plug for wolf reintroduction in 
Big Bend NP), 2) because of the magnitude and 
importance of this project, an EA is entirely 
insufficient and that an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) ought to be written instead 
which address recovery efforts for all three states, 
plus establish the guidelines for working with 
Mexican wildlife agencies in a coordinated re- 
covery effort for the wolf, 3) considering the 
Mexican Wolf Recovery Plan states that "Wolf 
releases should be considered only for large tracts 
of public lands," that they ought to perform a 
habitat suitability study on EVERY area of public 
land that is large enough to be home for a 
population of wolves, and 4) these wolves 
SHOULD NOT BE designated as an "experimen- 
tal population," a designation that considers 
them a "non-essential" population and thus al- 
lows for more lenient control practises. Send your 
comments to: David Parsons, Mexican Wolf 
Coordinator, USFWS, Region II, POB 1306, 
Albuquerque, NM 87103-1306 and a copy to 
Regional Director Mike Spear (USFWS, 500 Gold 
Ave, SW. Albuquerque, NM 87103). 



Great Smoky National Park 

In latejanuary, two mated pairs of red wolves 
were brought to Great Smoky NP as the first 
tangible step in an effort to eventually return up 
to six breeding pairs of wolves to the wilds of the 
Smoky mountains. Thus far, the Red wolf recov- 
ery project has succeeded in establishing small 
populations on four coastal islands and one 
coastal swamp (a peninsula) throughout North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Missis- 
sippi. These present recovery areas serve the 
purpose of wild propogation centers and learn- 
ing opportunities. 

Warren Parker, Red Wolf Coordinator for the 
USFWS, told me he expected the Great Smoky 
scenario to unfold as follows. Two pairs of wolves 
will be held in a remote enlarged pen for about six 
weeks, giving the wolves time to acclimate 
themselves to their new surroundings. Sometime 
this summer (most likely August), one of that 
pair, with offspring, will be released into the 
southwestern quadrant of the park. These wolves 
will remain in the wild for about 10-12 months, 
at which time the USFWS will re-capture the 
wolves and assess what happened while the 
wolves ran free. 

Mr. Parker is presently writing an Environ- 
mental Assessment (EA) which will designate 
these wolves as an "experimental population." 
The agency's desire to do this revolves around 
concerns over the extent and type of interactions 
wolves might have with humans, livestock and 
coyotes. Great Smoky NP is the most visited 
national park in the US, and thus the likelihood 
of wolves and people having interactions is 
greater than elsewhere. The concern for livestock 
within the Park exists because of the presense of 
cows at a living history exhibit in the Cades Cove 
area, which depicts life there as it was in the late 
1800's. Outside the Park, livestock is part of a 
dying agricultural presense (there has been a 75% 
drop in agricultural use of the surrounding lands 
since 1950), but yet the USFWS still feels a need 
to protect the cows. And lastly, there is concern 
over how the coyote/wolf interactions will un- 
fold, and will the wolves displace the coyote from 
the wolf's historic range without much distur- 
bance to the natural balance of the area. 

What You Can Do: We suggest that you 
write to Warren Parker ( Red Wolf Coordinator, 
USFWS, Room 224, 100 Otis St, Asheville, NC 
28801) and tell him that 1) you support his efforts 
to return the red wolf to the Great Smokies, 2) 
you want to see protection and priority given to 
the wolves and not an the already too plentiful 
park visitor, the outdated livestock presense, or 
the coyotes who occupied the wolf's historic 
niche, and 3) not allow for wolf control under the 
"experimental population" designation, but in- 
stead work (through Section 7 Consultation as 
outlined in the ESA) toward the restriction of 
humans in areas where wolves are as well as the 
removal of the cows from the Cades Cove exhibit 
and those areas surrounding the Park. Write now, 
and get your comments in as part of a scoping 
period for the EA. Lastly, ask him to begin iden- 
tifying and evaluating other recovery sites 
throughout the red wolf's historic range. 


Northern Rockies 

Ed Bangs, the project leader for wolf recovery 
in Montana, announced in late November that 
the USFWS had recently received an additional 
$298,000 for wolf recovery. This sort of news is 
good to hear, since a constant cry from the 
USFWS is "we don't have the money." However, 
the unknowing and excitable wildlife supporter 
quickly loses enthusiasm when s/he reads that all 
or part of this money will go toward establishing 
another animal damage control agent in north- 
west Montana (see article on ADC). According to 
Bangs, that's enough money to pay for the ADC 
office for four to five years. 

And that's only the beginning. Bangs goes on 
to say: 1) that wildlife managers, when discussing 
road densities in wolf recovery areas in northwest 
Montana and their affect upon wolves, are leery 
that some environmentalists might use the road 


density issue to stop timber sales; 2) that all the 
new wolf litters in NW Montana except one 
include radio-collared pups so their movements 
can be monitored; 3) that "the state (MT Fish, 
Wildlife and Parks) is the best place for long term 
management" (yea, and lets talk about a wolf 
hunting season too); and 4) there are provisions 
in the recovery plan whereby wolves can be 
moved to take the pressure off of specific herds of 
game animals. Translated, this means increased 
manipulation and control upon an endangered 
wild critter, with the sole intent of protecting the 
livestock and hunting interests of the state. 

What You Can Do: Write to Ed Bangs (En- 
dangered Species; USFWS; Federal Building; 301 
S. Park; Helena, MT 59626), and tell him how you 
feel about his version of wolf recovery. 


A Colorado Correction 

Michael Robinson sends in clarification from 
his wolf update ( Brigid 199 1) that two sub-species 
of gray wolf, the plains wolf and the southern 
Rocky Mountain wolf, both now extinct, are 
believed to have inhabited Colorado at one time. 
Of the two, the southern Rocky Mountain wolf 
may have been more closely related to the 
Mexican wolf. 

Alaska Oops and Updates 

Paying penance isn't always easy, but in this 
case I promised I'd do it. It was recently pointed 
out to me by Lou Waller, Chief of the Division of 
Subsistence hunting in the National Park 
Service's regional office in Anchorage, that I had 
misinformed the readers of this fine publication 
regarding the allowance of Land-and-Shoot 
hunting on National Park preserves in the Fron- 
tier State (see 9/21/90 issue). Actually, the issue is 
convoluted enough that my presentation didn't 
really misrepresent the facts, but rather made 
them confusing enough so that a reader in PA got 
regular Land-and-Shoot hunting confused with 
subsistence hunting. This reader runs a letter- 
writing service, and the folks at the regional office 
in Alaska received an appropriately large amount 
of letters on the issue. Enough of the back- 
ground. More letters are still needed on the issue. 

It is true that the state of Alaska has placed a ban 
on land-and-shoot hunting (also referred to as 
same day aerial hunting) of wolves in National 
Park preserves, although not elsewhere in the 
state (see 2/1/9 1 issue). At that point all the good 
deeds are done. Land-and-shoot hunting is still 
allowed in some or all NPS preserves (it's still 
confusing), if your desire is to shoot lynx and fox. 
Sport hunting, subsistence hunting, and trap- 
ping are all still allowed in some preserves and 
parks, including aircraft access in preserves 
(again, just not land and shoot). Waller told me 
that the regulations differ, and it really depends 
on the individual preserve or park. 

What You Can Do: As discumbobulated, - 
confusing, and arbitrary as these regulations may 
seem, one thing is for sure. Wolves can be hunted 
and/or trapped using a wide variety of methods 
on all types of public lands in Alaska. Again, I'd 
like to make it clear, so as to avoid another wet 
noodle beating, that it really does depend on the 
preserve or park. Further, the NPS, particularly 
Director Ridenour, has no intention of enacting 
a federal ban on any type of hunting or trapping 
in the near future. Waller told me that Ridenour 
feels the state ban on land and shoot hunting on 
NPS preserves is sufficient, and that a federal ban 
Is not necessary. 

With all this in mind, the message to send is 
easy: ban all forms of hunting and trapping of 
wolves on both NPS preserves and parks. The idea 
of hunting or trapping in a national park is, for 
the most part, a phenomenon restricted to Alaska 
parks. This is a bad precedent. As for the pre- 
serves, there is an increasingly large push to 
address the issue of hunting and trapping on NPS 
preserves all across the country, and this is one 
situation where your letters can give a stronger 
and louder public voice to that effort. 
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Carmanah: Center of Canadian 


Clearcutting Controversy 


By Phil Knight 

Canada's ancient forests are going fast as 
Canada seeks to maintain its place as a major 
competitor on the global softwood market. British 
Columbia alone had more area logged in 1989 
than all US National Forests. BC also boasts the 
world's largest dearcut at 600 square miles! 

Vancouver Island has been heavily impacted 
by massive clearcut logging. Of the 100 drainages 
on its west coast, only four remain with substantial 
portions unlogged. Here grow huge Western 
Hemlock, Sitka Spruce and Cedar in classic tem- 
perate old growth rainforest. One tree can sup- 
port an estimated 1500 spedes of invertebrates 
and at least 118 vertebrate spedes inhabit the 
forest. 

Best-known of the unlogged drainages on 
Vancouver Island is the Carmanah Valley, site of 
a long battle to protect remaining old growth. 
New Zealand logging giant Macmillan-Bloedel 
has been seeking to log the entire valley. In April 
1990 the lower part of the Valley, connecting 
with Padfic Rim National Park, was designated a 
provindal park. Here grows the largest Sitka 
Spruce in Canada, 312 feet tall. Conservationists, 
including the Western Canada Wilderness 
Committee, pushed hard for protection of the 
entire drainage. So far to no avail. A study is to 
be conducted by MacBlo to determine if logging 
the upper valley will harm the park in the lower 
valley. Rather like putting the fox in charge of the 
henhouse, no? At this point there is a moratorium 
on logging in the Carmanah while the Provindal 
Government appoints a panel to "oversee" the 
rape of the upper Carmanah. The WCWC was 
offered a position on this panel, but refused, 
being unwilling to help direct the destruction of 
this andent forest. The Canadian Parks and 
Wilderness Sodety, however, has agreed to be on 
this panel. 

The WCWC has, however, built and staffed a 
unique research camp in the upper Carmanah 
which consists of five platforms built twelve 
stories above the ground in three giant Sitka 
Spruce. There are series of up to four successively 
higher platforms in each tree, and the trees are 
linked by rope traverses. These platforms were 
built without inserting nails or bolts into the 
trees. Researchers are studying the flights of 

WHAT'S IN A NAME? 

Mob scene of wildflowers 
west fork of the Cimarron 
from the Spanish — 
wild, untamed 

Cimarron 

rolls, swells, gallops off the tongue 
Cimarron 

tide of bison, thundering from the throat 
Cimarron 

billows of dust 

thunderstorms across sage hills 

Cimarron sweeps down 
form summer snows on high peaks 
among lands of the first 
peoples 
gone now 

Leaving us the names — 

Weminuche 

Uncompahgre 

Tabaguache 

Ouray 

Names blooded in the earth 
totemic 

informed by a source deeper 
than all history 


after the Cimarron River in 
Southwestern Colorado and 

for the Utes who lived there. 

—Michael Adams 
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Marbled Murrelets, which are numerous in the 
upper valley. Intensive study of insect and small 
mammal populations in the canopy is also on- 
going. 

In addition to the research platforms, volun- 
teers built a boardwalk and bridge in the valley 
which allows for easy access to and viewing of the 
rainforest. The idea, of course, is to build support 
for protection by making it easier for people to see 
the wonders of the temperate rainforest. Ground 
facilities, including a 10'x20' wall tent, have been 
constructed to support the canopy research. The 
research camp is located near the only clearcut in 
the upper Carmanah, thus allowing study of the 
affects of clearcutting on the forest ecology. 

Of course, all these efforts to save the Carmanah 
have not gone over well in the nearby logging 
town of Port Albemi, where the four lumber mills 
are running out of timber (I wonder why?) and 
the plywood mill is about to close, eliminating 
350 jobs. In October of 1990 the fight for the 
Carmanah took a turn toward the intense. On 
busy tourism weekends loggers blockaded a road 
bridge which cut off access to the entire Carmanah 
Valley. This prevented access by tourists and 
researchers. While the blockade was ongoing, 
other loggers not necessarily connected with the 
blockaders entered the area of the research camp 
and chainsawed apart 1000 feet of boardwalk, 
destroyed the bridge over the creek, burned down 
the research tent, and did some damage to ground 
facilities near the arborial research platforms. 
The platforms themselves survived the attack. 
Looks like loggers are learning from Hayduke. 

The WCWC later did a fundraising plea which 
will allow them to rebuild and reoccupy the 
research camp this Spring. They are still seeking 
funds to maintain and staff this camp. They are 
also looking for volunteers to help with the 
rebuilding. 

In August of 1990 a Marbled Murrelet nest was 
discovered by volunteers researchers in the 
Walbran Valley, adjacent to the Carmanah. This 
was the first Murrelet nest ever found in Canada. 
This upped the ante in the Carmanah fight, 
testing Canada's Migratory Birds Convention Act 
and likely pitting this small seabird against the 
logging industry. This summer researchers will 
be attempting to videotape the birds using the 
nest. Murrelets are seabirds which are dependent 
on the existence of ancient forest, as they nest in 
the moss of old-growth giants. 

The Walbran Valley, though it has received 
less attention than the Carmanah, contains ex- 
tensive stands of old growth Spruce and Cedar. A 
trail built by volunteers goes the length of the 
West fork of the Walbran, traversing about 5 
miles of unlogged valley. A logging road has been 
punched though the Main Walbran, but another 
4-5 mile section of steep, canyonlike untouched 
valley remains at the bottom of the drainage and 
connects with the narrow, coastal Pacific Rim 
N.P. This valley also deserves protection from the 
ravages of clearcut logging. BC has put no limits 
on the size of dearcuts, which average 200 acres 
in the province. In BC and Alberta nearly every 
stick of timber outside of protected parks has 
been turned over to multinational logging ogres 
like MacMillan Bloedel under the tree-farm li- 
censing program. BC is approaching the point of 
being a series of sm all j ewels of parkland (only 5 . 2 
percent of the province is protected) surrounded 
by huge monocultural treefarms. Indeed, in the 
rush to steal away the valuable ancient trees, 
reforestation is suffering and many areas are not 
growing back at all. From fabulous ancient forest 
alive with hundreds of species, sheltering the 
land, purifying the air, moderating the climate, 
to desert. Where will it end? 

Contact the WCWC for more info, to offer 
contributions for their efforts to save the 
Carmanah and Walbran, and to volunteer to 
help rebuild boardwalks and other facilities in 
the Carmanah: 

Western Canada Wilderness Committee, 20 
Water St., Vancouver, BC Canada V6B 1 A4 (604) 
683-8220. \ 



Urgent Bear Alert!! 

Support for Road Closures Needed 

People opposed to road closures, which pro- 
tect wildlife, are getting organized. They have 
gotten the Flathead National Forest (FNF) to 
extend the deadline for comment on its Open 
Road Density (ORD) Draft Environmental Im- 
pact Statement until March 29. 

• One-half of all known grizzly bear deaths in the 
Northern Continental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE) 
occur within one mile of a road (MDFWP 1986). 

• Wolves fail to survive where ORD's exceed 0.93 
miles/square miles (Thiel 1985). 

• An ORD of one mi./sq. mi. can reduce the value 
of the area's habitat for elk and grizzly bear 
habitat by 40 to 50% (USFS 1990). 

• The FNF manages over twice the amount of 
grizzly and wolf habitat than any other land 
managers in the NCDE (MDFWP 1986), 

• The FNF has already built 4,000 miles of roads 
and plans to build another 2,000 miles, enough 
to stretch from Seattle to New York City and 
back!!! (USFS 1986). 

• The Flathead Forest Plan, at one mile/sq. mi. 
already has one of the weakest ORD standards. 
Now it wants to weaken the standard to 2 mi./sq. 
mi. in some of its grizzly, wolf and elk habitat 
(USFS 1990). 

What You Can Do: Write a few paragraphs to 
the FNF Supervisor. Let him Know you favor road 
closures, and realize there will still be plenty of 
the FNF's 4 — 6,000 miles of road left for motorized 
recreation. Insist that he not weaken the FNF 
standard to 2 mi/sq. mi., and urge that he instead 
strengthen the standard to .5 mi./sq.mi. as used 
by the Gallatin National Forest. The comment 
deadline is March 29. This is the most impor- 
tant thing you can do for wildlife in the next ten 
minutes. Please write: Supervisor Joel Holtrop, 
Flathead National Forest POB 147, Kalispell MT 
59901. 

—Swan View Coaltion Alert 



The Infrared inFreddie's Eye 


By Robert Marten 

Feeling paranoid lately? Get the feeling that 
someone's watching you? Worried about your 
privacy, even in the wilderness? Wonder how 
private you personal conversations are? Does 
technology make you nervous? If you can answer 
"yes” to any of these questions, then read on, for 
this applies to you. 

Understanding technology heightens one's 
understanding of its abuse. Like bacteria, many 
technologies are indeed beneficial, but all too 
often they are highly detrimental. In many 
respects they relate to the failures of this 
androcentric society, therefore, I am especially 
counting on women for feedback. As it would 
happen, Government Service exposed me to a 
wide variety of gadgets and artifice. What I 
learned brought me to repentance, and now, 
through articles like this, penitence. Most of this 
article is declassified information or otherwise 
termed "suppressed technology." 

"Lies, nothing but lies!" During the first 
weeks of the Iraqi war I was perpetually dumb- 
founded by the military's purposeful deception 
regarding the US's reconnaissance capabilities. 
First, the military spokespeople stated that sat- 
ellite imagery was ineffective on cloudy days, 
then they went on to claim that night imagery 
was not possible. When the oil fields were ignited 
(by whom is not yet clear), they stated that dense 
smoke prevented imagery altogether. I kept 
wondering whom they were trying to deceive, 
Iraq or the USA? 

Many people have speculated about how 
technologies of this sort have been used on us 
here in America. Myths were propagated to leave 
the public with the sense that spy satellites have 
severely limited abilities and can only photo- 
graph our so-called enemies. The public swal- 
lows these ideas hook, line and sinker... but look 
at the other myths the public buys into! The 
reason these myths and lies are spread around is 
that you and the general public are a danger to 
society, but perhaps you already know that by 
now. 

Currently there are several satellites that 
should be of interest to us all. Some are designed 
to help our friend the geologist discover likely 
locations of fossil fuels, while others are equipped 
to perform radar mapping, to collect meteoro- 
logical data, and to intercept microwave relays 
over the horizon (so your calls can be monitored). 
Then there are the spy satellites. A top priority of 
these satellites is monitoring and coordinating 
the locations of radioactive materials. The spies 
can immediately detect illegal shipment, pos- 
session and usage of radioactive 
Most notorious of all, however .. . are j 
series of satellite s. Currently known as KH-11 
and KH-12, they are already nearly obsolete. 
Keep that grim fact in mind as you read on to 
^disc over their capabilities! 

The Keyholes do everything but babysit the 
kids. They intercept civil communications any- 
where in the Western Hemisphere using infrared 
scanning and deep-infrared photography as 
standard equipment. The Keyhole can direct a 
narrow infrared laser beam within millimeters of 
its target, but you won't see it because human 
eyesight cannot detect infrared light. The light 
beam is pulsed... that is to say it is on 50% of the 
time and off for the other 50% while the 
Keyhole's receiver is reading the reflections be- 
tween pulses. Every time the pulses bounce off 
your car, house, or even the top of your head, the 

a ted pulses are demodulated by the Keyhole. 
>ulses come at a rate of several million cycles 
econd. The received signals acquire the 
vibrations of the target, or to put it in a fancy 
term, they modulate. < Cfie signals are then pro - 
vpp£ssed back here on earth by compu ters p ro- 
grammed to recognize speech only, so if you're 
by a roaring waterfall in hopes bTprh 
our words still st and a good chance of 

Uscemed. 

niej ifep-iofrared p hotography^(also known 
as th€fT^rrna^r^~c5mbined-wftn an esoteric 
fenerometry (to compensate for 


r ’ i 

substances. 

tWKevh oIe:. 


the distortion of the earth's atmosphere) is a truly 
unsettling technology. It can indeed produ ce 
real-time reconnaissance through the mightiest 
Thundercloud, the d arkest night, or the densest 
smokeTThere is only one mili tary smoke bomb 
with a rare, secret additive that is able to block the 
thermal imaging b ut I doubt that we'll fi nd Tt at 
K-Mart any time soonr . 

The camera system sees warm spots as light 
tones, while cold spots appear dark. If a deep 
infrared photograph was taken of you while you 
were strolling through the woods some dark 
night, your hands and face would appear white — 
being warm and exposed. If your nose were cold, 
it would be darker than the rest of your face. If 
you stand in one place for a minute, Keyhole 
could spot your footprints for some time after 
you resumed your walk because you warmed the 
ground where you stood. Plant life around you 
would appear in various shades of light gray, and 
if someone had planted a patch of hemp nearby, 
analysis could verify its species through the use of 
camera filtration aboard the satellite. One thing 
is for certain, you would stand out like a lit-up 
Christmas tree, Keyhole might even be able to 
read your watch! 

If General Lardass of Arabia wants to leave the 
world with the impression that American recon- 
naissance is limited, then it stands to reason that 
the real usefulness of the reconnaissance will not 
be utilized frequently for less significant subjects 
such as humans hiking in the forests. If word got 
around that criminals and politicians (but I re- 
peat myself) were suddenly and mysteriously 
undone by some unknown, invisible stool pi- 
geon, the entire Keyhole project could be placed 
in grave jeopardy. Likewise, in the Iraqi war, it 
would be foolish to assume that all those God- 
given instruments of destruction we have seen 

TV rpprpcpnt th f »fTh n r>1 Ogy. 

'The Keyholes are in great demand by a wide 
! variety of government agencies; they work on a( 
time-share basis and every minute of their time is 
Clous. 

Now, before you panic, let me assure you that 
countermeasures and mitigation exists to deal 
with these satellites. The most direct counter- 
measure is a nice camouflage outfit, including a 
mask. Not just any old suit, however, but one 
whose fabric was designed to provide infrared 
camouflage. Cheap camouflage, when viewed 
through infrared light, appears dark and splotchy 
— a dead giveaway. Military camouflage will 
cause the infrared image to produce light tones 
that blend in with the surrounding vegetation. 
(Witness the changed uniform for the all-vol- 
unteer force in Saudi Arabia: An infrared photo 
of the desert would show very few light patches 
of vegetation, ergo the new desert camo only has 
sparse infrared reflectivity. In their old uniforms 
those soldiers would have appeared as a 
hedgerow of cedars in Iraqi infrared viewing 
devices.) When shopping for your own camo, 
consider your habitat. Desert camo also serves 
well on snowy terrain, while the greenish or 
grayish camo will do well elsewhere. The rub 
comes in determining whether or npt the suit is 
constructed of reflective material: To find out, 
take a dark red camera filter to thVstore and view 
the material through the filter. ThVbest camou- 
flage will produce lighter shades, but it will also 
be of more recent vintage and more expensive. 
Get it and use iy 

If you are one of those people compelled to 
drive a camouflaged vehicle, the same principle 
applies. Tru-Value spray paint at 88 cents a can 
will not do the trick. Only use military surplus 
spraypaint. Expect to pay at least $3 per can. 
Even this is not always effective against thermal 
imaging since the engine can be "seen" if it is 
warm. 

Somewhat less Orwellian than the Keyhole 
satellites are the more common ground surveil- 
lance techniques. Imagine for a moment that 
lucrative logging site has been plagued by the loss 
of no less than three fellerbunchers through 
"Acts of God." A fellerbuncher, as you may 
know, is an expensive, tree-eating, mechanical 


termite. The third one having been consigned to 
the flames of eternal damnation, the boys at the 
top decide to put an end to it. If someone has 
been so indiscreet as to destroy three of these 
monsters at one location, the probability in- 
creases that the perpetrator will act again. In a 
procedure similar to obtaining a court order for a 
wiretap, the State or the FBI will requisition a 
light-amplifying night scope in hopes of cap- 
turing the offending miscreant. An officer 
trained with the device will be stationed at a 
discreet location for the duration of the night 
with nothing in the world but a two-way radio, 
mag light, .357, and his testosterone. 

There are several possibilities here. The night 
scope will be attached to a video recorder to 
record evidence. This camera can be very small 
and maneuverable. Another possibility to keep 
in mind is the availability of local backups once 
the surveillance officer spots a suspect: A simple 
radio call and the arrest can be made within 
moments. If you live in the Third World, some 
place like Mississippi, Utah, or Oklahoma, sur- 
veillance might be a bit more primitive. Infrared 
spotters heralding out of the late 1940s are not 
uncommon. These are cumbersome and include 
a large infrared spotlight (invisible light, of 
course) powered by a hefty battery. The 
viewfinder on these rigs has a maximum range of 
about 150 yards. Effective camouflage is all that 
is needed. 

The next step'up in ground surveillance is 
thermal imaging. Thermal imaging is not likely 
to be encountered often because of the enormous 
expense involved. Tax revenues are tight and the 
po or can only afford to provide a few o f these for 
their masters. Camouflage works well here, but if 
you senSC-that you've been spotted, you might 
consider retreating on all fours, appearing to be a 
quadruped to the viewer. 

Ground surveillance people may have one 
more trick up their sleeves: a long-range micro- 
phone. These come in several varieties: the rifle, 
the parabolic dish, and, smallest of all, the pistol 
or hollow-tube microphone. They work amaz- 
ingly well and can detect conversation out to a 
quarter of a mile away. In fact I'm so impressed 
by the performance of these pistol microphones 
that in a subsequent issue I'll cover constructing 
one for less than five dollars. 

In summation, the most likely surveillance 
anyone is likely to be subjected to afield is the 
light-amplifying night scope and long-range 
microphone. It is essential to note that there are 
no countermeasures to this device that are afford- 
able to the average person. Preparation of a site 
by igniting numerous smoke bombs would be 
effective, but what a bother! A simpler solution 
would be to shine a very powerful, concentrated- 
beam flashlight at the camera (assuming you've 
spotted it). This will blind the camera's vidicon 
tube, the light amplifier and the surveillance 
officer. The electronics will take at least 15 
seconds — which is long enough. Remember, a 
person in proper camouflage, including a face 
mask, is not easily identified on camera, and 
silence is golden. 


UjLtJJncLs^r 
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The Perfect Birth Control Method! 

By Tom Stoddard 


Imagine a birth control breakthrough with no 
injections, no surgical procedures, paraphernalia or 
pills, no complex calendars or cycling, no health risks, 
and requiring only a fundamental knowledge of the 
opposite sex's sexual physiology. It is 100% effective 
with no known failures; it is completely portable; it can 
be used anywhere, anytime; it is already practised by 
hundreds of millions of people; it is non-fattening and 
it's free. 

The birth control method is oral sex, both fellatio 
(the female stimulating the male sex organ with her 
mouth) and cunnilingus (the male stimulating the 
female clitoris, labia and vagina with tongue and lips). 
When brought to orgasm by either partner, it becomes 
what I call a Gomorrah, of Sodom and Gomorrah fame. 
Oral sex is generally accepted as being as enjoyable as 
copulation and by some practitioners far more so. The 
purpose of this article is to promote its use as a 
contraceptive, particularly among the young child 
bearing age in the heavily overpopulated nations of 
the world, to prevent unwanted and burdensome 
pregnancies. 

Oral sex is undoubtedly as old as woman and man, 
even though the first actual reference to it is in the 
Egyptian Book of the Dead about 1200 B.C. It shows 
the goddess Isis performing fellatio on the mummified 
god Osiris in an apparent attempt to bring him back 
from the dead. Thus i t is an ancient and honorable way 
of satisfying human sexual needs, and possibly with 
resuscitative side effects not yet explored by modern 
science. 

For the timorous, oral sex will not result in one's 
conversion into a salt pillar or any other crystalline 
compound. But this old biblical myth and the related 
misconception that it is unnatural, perverse or some- 
how harmful has been used by the priestly class over 
the centuries to prevent humins from using it for 
pleasure and birth control. This prohibition also 
ensures new births of the faithful and, thus, perpetu- 
ation of the priestly class. Notions that oral sex is 
strange or sinful still persist even to the extent that 
birth control programs rarely, if ever, recommend it as 
an effective means of birth control. Such irrational 
cultural, social and religious biases against oral sex are 
the some ones that drove Victorian parents to de- 
mented doctors for clitoridectomies for their daugh- 
ters. Had it not been for the functional need for 
penises, there would have been penisectomies, too. 

If sex was on the same pleasure level with root 
canal work, there would be no problem with popula- 
tion. Unfortunately, sex is one of the strongest and 
most fundamental of human drives. It cannot be 
ignored. It must be dealt with in a satisfying and 
practical way if we are to solve overpopulation prob- 
lems and restore our planet's health. 

Many religious leaders believe they have a god- 
driven duty to ensure sex is used only for procreation 
and, if at all possible, that participants should expunge 
every tinge of pleasure from the sex act. Some Chris- 
tian leaders still persist in this perversity even though 
the Bible contains no such instructions. Neither does 
the Koran, but according to the nature of religious 
leaders' need to command the faithful in all matters 
sacred and profane, the Ayatollah Khomeini and 
similar ilk must proclaim oral sex as sinful. These 
robed meddlers believe engaging in sex for pleasure 
alone is evil, sinful and a perversion of procreative 
purpose. For enlightened religious leaders and orga- 
nizations and thinking adults, oral sex is a pleasant 
way to strengthen the pair bond and they accept it as 
a matter of routine human activity. 

Oral sex is practised oftener and freer by the 
brighter, better educated and more affluent, according 
to various studies by Kinsey, Hunt, Hite and Redbook. 
They also proclaim that oral sex is easily accepted as 
more information emerges classifying it as "normal" 
sexual behavior. In the Redbook report of 19 75, 87% of 
women reported they had oral sex often or occasion- 
ally with a similar high percentage reporting they 
found it very or somewhat enjoyable. The dissemi- 
nation of oral birth control information to the illiter- 
ate, uneducated and poor of the world, who are the 
biggest producers of additional population, presents 
serious educational problems which will require cre- 
ative and innovative approaches by governments and 
private organization. 

Oral sex is the most flexible and portable of any 
birth control device. Oral sex is more easily engaged in 
than copulation. Oral sex can be performed easily 
sitting, standing, or lying. Because of this it is far more 
mobile and can be engaged in nearly any place with 
minimum privacy. It can be interrupted, should cir- 
cumstance dictate, quite quickly without undue em- 
barrassment. It is, therefore, functionally more useful 
in crowded settings where privacy is at a premium. 
Oragenitalism, by Legma Gershon, claims there are 
14,288,400 oral-genital positions possible; it would 


require several lifetimes to validate this claim, and I 
theorize the author is a mathematician instead of a 
contortionist. 

Human sexual dysfunction has become an obses- 
sion in the Western World, spawning numerous pro- 
grams, articles, books, clinics and surrogate therapies. 
The two most common problems are male premature 
ejaculation and female orgasmic failure. Both of these 
are easily addressed with oral sex. Premature ejacula- 
tion is not a problem with oral sex since male erection, 
essential for copulation, is not necessary for female 
satisfaction with cunnilingus. And male ejaculation is 
appropriate at any time during fellatio. 

Most "traditions" and "customs" regarding female 
sexuality are shibboleths designed to limit female 
enjoyment and exploration of it or, failing that, 
browbeating them into acceptance of inadequate male 
performance. Once these superstitions and barricades 
are overcome, as most Western women have discov- 
ered, oral sex using the tongue, lips and mouth to 
excite the vulva, vaginal opening and clitoris is the 
most effective path to fulfillment. 

Performing cunnilingus is relatively simple and 
complex at the same time. It provides a variety of 
options all of which should be used according to the 
couple's sensitivities and desires. Various uses of the 
tongue, lips and mouth (and sometimes even nose) 
performing various licking, sucking, blowing and 
thrusting motions on the vulva, clitoris and vagina in 
erotic states of undress and in changing locations 
while sitting, standing, or lying are the fundamental 
options. Using these modest instructions, plus the 
human capacity for imagination, many women have 
found cunnilingus the answer to achieving orgasm. 

For the male the fellatio stimulation has much the 
same effect. The vagina, like the penis, has little 
versatility for stimulation, whereas the mouth breath, 
lips and especially the tongue have a practically end- 
less repertoire for experiment and stimulation. The 
mouth is easily lubricated and as easy to penetrate as 
the vagina. Most men report the intensity, touch and 
intimacy all lead to an intense orgasmic rapture, in- 
ducing an ecstatic trance so intense the male has to 
withhold the stimulation to hold onto his sanity. Here 
the French term for orgasm, "little death," may be 
more appropriate. 

It is imperative not to allow genital-genital con- 
tact, especially any penal penetration of the vagina. 
Only complete abstinence of genital-genital contact 
can assure against pregnancy. 

Sex therapy and medical experts agree that oral sex 
is extremely clean. The parts most often referred to as 
being unclean by the uninformed are the vulva and 
vagina with their discharge and odor, and male semen. 
Each female has her own distinctive odor, as does the 
male, and recognition of these scents is a means of 
bonding and habituation. 

The vagina has a natural cleansing action which 
requires no internal cleansing. Douching kills or 
removes the naturally helpful bacteria essential to the 
self-cleaning action of the vagina, and often results in 
unnatural odors.. The only 
preparation needed for cun- 
nilingus is the normal wash- 
ing of the vulva which re- 
moves all discharged mate- 
rial. With normal daily wash- 
ing, the human sex organs 
are the most protected and 
cleanest areas of the human 
body. 

Male semen sometimes 
elicits negative female re- 
sponse and they deal with 
this in a variety of ways from 
only swallowing part of it, to 
withdrawal, to withdrawal 
with manual stimulation. 

Any of these are acceptable 
for birth control, but some* 
are not always adequate for 
male satisfaction, which may 
require complete swallow- 
ing. Women generally report 
semen as having a slightly 
salty taste with other tastes 
mixed in from lemon to gar- 
lic to whiskey. 

Male semen consists of 
seminal plasma and sperma- 
tozoa with about 8% dry 
weight. The mixture varies 
between only one or two 
calories per ejaculation while 
at the same time, oral sex re- 
quires 30 to 150 calories of 


energy. Semen contains about 30 compounds includ- 
ing fructose, ascorbic acid, creatine, citric acid, urea, 
sorbitol, pyruvic acid, glutathoine, inositol, lactic acid, 
B12, blood group antigens, nucleic acids, hyaluroni- 
dase, spermidine, choline, and salts containing so- 
dium, zinc, calcium, clorine magnesium, potassium, 
phosphorus and ammonia. By themselves, these natu- 
ral materials can never cause pregnancy through the 
mouth, or any other health problems. The only 
potential health problems with oral sex are the sexu- 
ally transmitted diseases that are also associated with 
copulation. These have the same prohibitions, causes 
and cures. 

Oral sex should only be engaged in if both people 
enjoy it. Forced engagement is not only a turn-off but 
will eventually lead to destruction of the couple 
bonding. Beyond that, most humans are extremely 
anxious to please each other sexually, and oral sex as 
foreplay is already enjoyed almost universally among 
Westerners. Gomorrahic oral sex is probably only a 
pubic hair away. 

Some areas of the world have recently enjoyed a 
"heartening, if not complete, reduction in birth rates. 
Many attribute this to the availability of birth control 
information and clinics, abortion on demand, a high 
educational level, the general desire to maintain a high 
standard of living, and in some instances, govern- 
mental incentives. I would add the prevalence of sex 
manuals extolling oral sex and the widespread practice 
of gomorrahing plus the lack of fanatical religious 
convictions and cultural taboos against it. Many 
couples gomorrah exclusively and this cannot but help 
causing a consequent drop in pregnancy rates. 

Birth control groups may be extremely reluctant 
to promote oral sex. They worry that it could weaken 
their birth control credibility and lead to them being 
considered perverse. But the health risks of abortion 
are far greater that those of oral sex. The pain, discom- 
fort, mental anguish, and social stigma associated with 
abortion should induce many women to prefer 
gomorrahing. If that is not enough, consider the 
health risks and inconvenience of various birth con- 
trol devices such as the "pill," spermicides, diaphragms 
and IUDs. 

Marshall and Suggs, in their book Human Sexual 
Behavior, note that fellatio and cunnilingus are prac- 
tised in many societies around the world. Some will 
say it is wrong to spread further the practice of oral sex 
among Third World populations. I say it is wrong to 
send them demented missionaries and other archaic 
Western notions. How could it be wrong after we've 
already given them venereal diseases, styrofoam con- 
tainers, transistor radios, and Pepsi? Surely if we can 
sell the Third World our polluting agricultural prac- 
tices, infant destroying Beech-Nut baby formula, 
plastic dinnerware and the Christian religion, we can 
selltjiem on the idea of giving Gomorrah a try. 

say that if we can squeeze in another 90 million 
humans on the earth each year, we can squeeze in a 
little space to inform humans about the advantages of 
oral sex. J 
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Les Talk "Man to Man" 


Les flashes 
sign for well 


By Les U. Knight 

My personal message this is- 
sue is meant to be man-to-man, 
but I can't stop you women from 
eavesdropping. That's OK, 
you've probably heard what I've 
got to say... from each other. 

Today I want to talk with you 
three-legged, heterosexual jokers 
about sex and responsibility. Just 
between you and me, are you still 
shuffling the responsibility for 
contraception off on your lover? 

Come on, be honest now. If you 
are, then this talk is mainly for you. 

Men, I'll give it to you straight. It's time to 
stop paying lip-service to sexual equality... stop 
just talking about women's rights and dare to put 
your balls where your mouth is. (Sorry ladies, but 
this is man-talk). 

It's time to take our fair share of the respon- 
sibility for contraception. In fact, why shouldn't 
we take all the responsibility for a change? 
Women have taken it for a long, long time. 
They've endured painful IUDs and side effects 
from the pill... abortions, miscarriages and, yes, 
even live births. 

Most of us won't even endure a layer of latex 
rolled over the business end of our private parts. 
Come on, men! Somebody's getting screwed 
here, f' cryin' out loud. 

If you've made your decision to be VHEMT 
(Voluntary Human Extinction Movement), 
make the next moral choice and take responsi- 
bility for your sex life. As millions can testify, 
being sterile ends the muss and fuss of contra- 
ception for the rest of your life. Every day you put 
it off is another day of uncertainty for you and 
your partner. 

Why not take the worry out of being close 
and give your woman friend the freedom that too 
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years... the freedom from 
anxiety about starting some- 
one for iife. 

Sure, men might fret 
about paternity suits bleeding 
them each month for about 18 
years... big deal. What's money 
compared with the 24-hr.-a- 
day responsibility of a depen- 
dent? 

While we're on the sub- 
ject of money, let's remember 
that a vasectomy could pay for 
itself the first time you use it. 
Other methods are, like, pay-as-you-go, y'know? 

Speaking of paying... I can't compare the 
pain involved in an abortion with the discomfort 
of getting my tubes cut and tied... who's to say 
which is worse? It's just that abortion is only a 
temporary solution. Tie the lover's knot and 
you'll never have to say you're sorry. 

Some of you might ask, "What if I change 
my mind in the future?" Well, then it could be 
too late. What if you get someone pregnant and 
then change your mind? It could be too late then, 
too. It's far better to mistakenly not have 
children than to find out that having one was a 
mistake. You can squirrel away some of your 
precious bodily fluids in a sperm 
bank if it would make you feel 
better... but, really now, isn't it 
time you came to grips with this 
delusion? Of course it is. 

We know there are times 
when a man must have the... er, 
guts to make decisions in life that 
set his personal future. The most 
important decision for men today 
is whether or not we accept re- 
sponsibility for preventing preg 


planet Earth. 

Common courtesy, finances, and altruism 
aside, there's a selfish reason for shootin' 
blanks... women appreciate it and they show it. 
When your lover knows you're safe, she loses that 
uptight feeling of dread. . . she can make love with 
carefree abandon. And, as you too fully realize 
what it means to be relieved of that nagging fear 
of conception, your sexual experiences will be- 
come less inhibited and more spontaneous. The 
release of anxious tension is a freeing experience 
for both you and your partner. 

When the fear of pregnancy is banished from 
your sex life, a whole exciting world of enjoy- 
ment will move in to take its place. 

I can't tell you what it's done for me. 

But don't take my word for it, find out for 
yourself just how appreciative your partner can 
be. I gotta go now, something just came up. 

(excerpted from These EXIT Times, a newsletter of 
the Voluntary Human Extinction Movement - 
VHEMT, pronounced "vehement" -that promotes the 
hopeful alternative to the extinction of millions, 
probably billions, of species of plants and animals: 
the voluntary extinction of one species, Homo sapi- 
ens... us. Contact PO Box 86646, Portland, OR 
97286-0646.) 
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many men have taken for granted all these nancy and the demise of life on 

In Defense of Children... 
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By Lynn Jacobs 

For several years my nuclear family has been 
I and my children, Dusty and Sky, nearly 13 and 
15. After one abortion 17 years ago, my former 
mate-end I decided to procreate. Lynne bore the 
children, then had her tubes cut (me? — I'll never 
sire another). Yes, we purposefully allowed these 
two new beings to join the human horde. If I 
could go back 15 years... I'd do it again (zero-kid 
zealots grimace and puke). 

I'm not proud — or ashamed — I had kids. It's 
a decision we made based on the primordial urge 
to breed (shoot me) and several things I want to 
explain below. 

We all know that having kids is not popular 
with some Earth Firstlers, to say the least. In an 
article in the December Journal, for example, Pete 
Jones declares, "REAL environmentalists DON'T 
HAVE KIDS!" In the Journal a year earlier, in re- 
sponse to a Shit fer Brains letter I wrote, Leslie 
Lyon claimed that I promote having babies to 
"engage in fertility contests" to "contribute to a 
new army of nature lovers." Similar and worse 
things about parenting have been written and 
said by others. 

Well, FUCK THIS SHIT! I hope other EF.'ers 
are as sick as I am of this baseless vilification and 
hate-mongering. Can't our assailants find wor- 
thier victims in which to inject their venom? 
Zero-kid zealots: Please consider that your 
ironclad standards may not always be best. Black- 
and-white interpretation of right and wrong may 
vent hostility or boost self-esteem, or you might 
honestly believe it to be environmentally correct, 
but it isn't realistic. Should the few remaining 
Pygmies and Bushmen refuse to procreate? 
Should we few Earth defenders have absolutely 
no children because the rest of the world has 
billions? By this line of thinking we should all 
live in high-rise apartments in cities to minimize 
the spread of development. Absolutist, selective 
self-denial forced on others is irrational moral 
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posturing (repressive bullshit), and selective ex- 
tremism is no virtue when forced on others 
indiscriminately. 

We all know that reducing human popula- 
tion is extremely important, but what is indi- 
vidually best ultimately depends on individual 
circumstances. Some of the most effective Earth 
activists I know have a child or two. Their 
knowing that their kids probably will be around 
after they're dead helps them feel closer to the 
planet and want to protect it even more. Strictly 
percentage-wise, activist parents can "make" ac- 
tivists a hell of a lot better than our twisted 
culture can. Many activists' kids are or are likely 
to be activists. Their relatively infinitesimal ad- 
dition to human population will probably be 
more than compensated by their contributions 
— including their efforts to reduce population. 

Who knows if Homo sapiens will be around 
much longer, but if it is, the Earth might need 
these people to fight for it, and to keep alive and 
demonstrate physically to other people how to 
live more naturally. As long as we humans do 
survive, we're going to need to preserve whatever 
naturalness within us we can. The more natural 
humans are in the future, the more they will feel 
the Earth and intuitively know what needs to be 
done to protect, restore, and live it. 

We don't want to squelch any of our natural 
instincts entirely; all of them have a place and a 
purpose, and we'll need them in the long haul. 
Though all wild animal species curtail repro- 
duction to balance overpopulation, none stop 
procreating altogether indefinitely. Earth-cen- 
tered humans are an endangered species. Their 
refusing to procreate would simply mean fewer 
low-impact, activist, Earth-centered humans and 
a microscopic difference in the overall human 
population. 

No, this does not imply that parenting is 
better than non-parenting, or promote fertility 
contests, anti-abortionism, fascism, or any of the 
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other garbage EF! parents are being saddled with. 
Is parenting a Nazi-like promotion of master 
races? More like trying to prevent the unwitting 
self-imposed genocide of Earth-centered reality. 
7 Some of us radicals assume that none of this 

matters because humans will soon kill them- 
selves off completely anyway. Who knows? 
JNOBODY knows, that's the point. So this 
preconclusion seems a dangerous gamble consid- 
ering what's at stake. Why not simply allow for 
the likely possibility that — like it or not — 
humans may survive another few decades or 
beyond? Don't cash in your chips till the game's 
over. 

Aside from all this... other than human 
withdrawal from the Nature that spawned them, 
human overpopulation is the worst thing on 
Earth! I support, advocate, and beg people to use 
contraception, abortion, and sterilization unless 
they are absolutely certain they want, are pre- 
pared for, and think it best for them to have 
children, and to adopt or create only one or two 
if they do. If most people did this, the planet's 
human population would immediately plummet 
and reach what is natural for our species (10-50 
million or so?) in a century or two. In other 
words, the human horde would decrease so rap- 
idly that "the environmental crisis" would 
quickly dissipate (assuming that we haven't al- 
ready unleashed some irreversible environmen- 
tal disaster). 

I and some other parents I know encounter 
more anti-kid pressure from the radicals we 
commonly associate with than have-more-kids 
pressure from society. This crusade against those 
of us with a child or two is unfounded, misplaced, 
and divisive, not to mention hard on the kids. 

Let's encourageanyone who's seriouslycom- 
mitted to working for the earth to do so however 
s/he thinks best. 
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EARTH FIRST! FINANCIAL TIMES 


Earth First! Foundation 1990 Treasurer's Report 

Beginning balance, Jan. 1, 1990 

$51,035.87 


Ending balance, Dec. 31, 1990 

$29,703.69 


Committed Funds. Dec. 31, 1990 

$42,196.94 

96.7% 

Uncommitted Funds, Dec. 31, 1990 

$968.86 

3.3% 

Income 



Contributions, unrestricted 

28.624.47 

71.6% 

Contributions, earmarked 

9,87783 

24.7% 

interest 

1490.96 

3.7% 

Total 

$39,993.26 

100.0% 

Expense 



Contract Services 

2,000 00 

3.3% 

Copying costs 

30032 

0.5% 

Office Equipment 

20938 

03% 

Other Expenses 

38000 

0.6% 

Postage and Shipping 

52024 

0.9% 

Printing and Publications 

14129 

02% 

Projects 

54,697.03 

89.2% 

Supplies 

145.32 

02% 

Telephone, administrative 

1,35397 

22% 

Travel 

1.577.89 

2.6% 

Total 

$61,325.44 

100.0% 

Projects Funded, 1990 



A Call From the Wild Roadshow 

1,050.00 


Alive and Wild Roadshow 

500.00 


Appalachian Trail Hite 

1,300.00 


Arizona EFI Newsletlerjearmarked) 

779 03 


Bbtfrrorsly Projedf earmarked) 

15,504.46 


Chesapeake EFI Education Campaign 

800.00 


Colorado EFI Livestock Education Project 

960 00 


Connection With The Earth Art Show Brochure 

500.00 


Defend the Blackleaf Project(MT) 

500.00 


EF! Environmentally Sound Promotions(earmarked) 

3315.00 


EF! Wild Thang Roadshow 

1,410.00 


Free Our Public Lands Project 

2,610.00 


Fingertakes EF! Newsletter 

400.00 


Greater Ecosystem Alliance Grizzly Project 

800 00 


Grizzly Bear Task Force 

1500.00 


Greenlire Roadshow (earmarked) 

50.00 


Local Organizing Project 

3.000.00 


Longleaf Pine Education Project 

3,000.00 


Northeast US Rendezvous 

1,000 00 


Ohio Rendezvous 

1,350.00 


Paulson, Stamp Money 

50.00 


Phoenix Earth Day Booth Livestock Education 

350.00 


Preserve Appalachian Wilderness 

1,775.00 


Reclaim the Grassroots Project 

3500.00 


Redwood Summer Video 

2,000.00 


Redwood Summer Office 

4,000.00 


J Seed 

80.54 


S.T.P. School(Labor-Environmental Solidarity Network) 

1,000.00 


Workers Against Toxic Chemical Hazards 

1,000 00 


Yellowstone EF! Project 

1.000.00 


Total 

$55,084.03 



Earth First! journal 1991 financial statement, as of March 5. 
Next year we'll print out a full year statement. 

Current PCT 


Income 


donations income 

11,173.96 

51.7% 

new subs income 

8,128.00 

37.6% 

renew subs income 

520.00 

2.4% 

advertising income 

495.00 

2.3% 

T-shirt income 

567.75 

2.6% 

bumpersticker income 

178.00 

0.8% 

music income 

182.50 

0.8% 

caps income 

0.00 

0.0% 

windows/agitators income 

139.00 

0.6% 

patches income 

27.00 

0.1% 

credit-to refund $ or give as 

146.00 

0.7% 

Killing Roads & Reprint income 

0.00 

0.0% 

video sales income 

0.00 

0.0% 

wholesale journals income 

65.46 

0.3% 

single journal copy income 

5.00 

0.0% 

Books income 

0.00 

0.0% 

Hats income 

0.00 

0.0% 

SubTotai 

$21,627.67 

100.0% 

Total 

$21,627.67 

100.0% 

Expense 



advertising expense 

30.00 

0.1% 

bank charges expense 

2.50 

0.0% 

computer expense 

1,417.84 

6.6% 

printing expense 

1,749.24 

8.1% 

mechandise expense 

0.00 

0.0% 

office supplies expense 

357.45 

1.7% 

refunds expense 

22.29 

0.1% 

office rent expense 

75.00 

0.3% 

postage S shipping expense 

2,594.% 

12.0% 

phone expense 

137.93 

0.6% 

utilites expense 

0.00 

0.0% 

misc. expense 

0.00 

0.0% 

copying/FAX expense 

46.55 

0.2% 

contract for services 

1,000.00 

4.6% 

SubTotai 

$7,433.76 

34.4% 

Total 

$7,433.76 

34.4% 


Net Profits 

$14,193.91 

65.6% 


Meanwhile, The Forest Service lost $19.49 million on 1.015 billion board 
feet of tree slaughtered in the Northern Region in 1990. 


Direct Action Fund 1990 Report 

In 1990, the Earth First! Direct Action Fund provided funding for EF! campaigns as never before. 
Both through money that actually went through the DAF bank account and funds the DAF helped 
raise that went directly to campaigns, actions, and legal defense funds, EFIDAF helped activists in 
Montana, New Mexico, Canada, Washington DC, California, Oregon, Arizona, and Colorado carry 
out hard-hitting no-compromise campaigns, and supported the organizing activities of a number 
of roving activists as well. The most ambitious funding effort of DAF this year, indeed the most 
massive campaign by far ever undertaken by EF!, was Redwood Summer. The Direct Action Fund 
put over $60,000 into Redwood Summer activities, including support for six Redwood Summer 
offices across California, direct action preps, production of flyers, leaflets, press releases, posters, 
other educational materials concerning forest issues and direct action, action handbooks, slide 
shows, and of course action gear: banners, climbing equipment, radios, ropes, tree platforms, tarps, 
tape recorders to record marbled murrelets, and other action essentials. DAF provided support for 
a summer-long base camp run superbly by Seeds of Peace that was home to and fed 60-600 people 
a day. The basecamp was a staging area for demos and actions, and familiarized thousands of preople 
from around the country with affinity group process, woods action techniques, and timber country 
politics. 

EF! Direct Action Fund money raised for Redwood Summer was also spent on several huge 
marches and rallies, a demo against FBI harassment, expanses for experienced EF! organizers to come 
from out-of-state, and communication (phones, faxes, and econet, etc.). Expenses for a large 
rendezvous and action in late July in Sequoia National Forest in the southern Siena Nevadas were 
also underwritten by DAF. There were massive phone bills and other expenses Incurred In the course 
of dealing with media, and political and legal fallout after the bombing of Redwood Summer 
architects Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey (DAF helped cover some of these, which I included with 
Redwood Summer expanses). It should also be noted that a number of other entities contributed 
significantly to the funding of Redwood Summer indepandent of DAF, notably Seeds of Peace, the 
various outpost offices, the Mendocino Environmental Center, the SF Environmental Action 
Center, the Areata Action Center, and Individual fund-raising efforts. 

In addition to Redwood Summer, DAF distributed over $20,000 in 1990 to direct action 
campaigns around the country. These included: 

•Sea Turtle Campaign, including banner hanging 

•Actions & Education in the fight to stop encroachment on griz habitat in Montana 
•"Save the Planet" banner hanging on Golden Gate Bridge 
•Activist assistance to native paople fighting dam project in Canada 
•Tree climbing actions in defense of old growth in Montana & Washington 
•Wolf Action Network 

•Defense of old growth in Northern California 

•Tree-sit outside Portland, Oregon, in endangered old growth forest 

•Bison slaughter protests in the Yellowstone Ecosystem 

•Campaign against American Express development in grizzly bear reintroduction area 

In addition to spacific campaigns, the DAF supported work of activists who either travelled to 
help organize new EF! groups, did educational outreach, or trained groups of activists in non-violent 
direct action techniques. Then, of course, there is the dreaded (but unavoidable, no matter how 
unbureaucratic you may strive to be) overhead: printing and mailing of fund-raising letters, 
computer work for the mailing list, the ever-present phone bills, and purchase of recycled treeflesh. 
Some money went to pay for "staff tasks": mailing list maintenance, bookkeeping, etc., though the 
DAF has been, and continues to be by and large a volunteer oparation. Support for phone and 
postage expanses has become quite important as the DAF phone and PO Box have evolved into a 
major information clearinghouse for media and the public. 1 estimate that overhead has eaten up 
less than 8% of DAF funds, the bulk of that going for direct expanses related to fundraising. 

There's been some restructuring in the DAF in the last year. Mike Roselle, who founded the EF! 
Direct Action Fund several years ago and who has been its primary fundraiser, is working full-time 
for Greenpeace right now. This has left principal administration of the DAF to Karen Pickett, who 
had been working closely with Mike on the DAF in various capacities since its inception. Mike wil j, 
however, remain connected with DAF and will continue to help raise funds for EF! direct actions. 
This past fall, a DAF working committee was formed, consisting of paople who had, in various ways, 
been contributing to DAF’s health for some time: Steve Barton, who has been DAF's computer whiz 
fora couple of years, Bob Stem, who has helped keep the IRS out of our hair, and Daniel Barron, who 
has worked on fundraising, mailing lists, information desemination and other administrative stuff 
related to the DAF. The purpose of this group of paople is to discuss (and solve!) problems that may 
arise, come up with fund-raising plans and schemes, and to see to it that the nitty gritty work of DAF 
is carried out effectively. This working group Is ever-opan (just remember the "W" word), as are 
DAF's books, and all other aspacts of DAF. Donor lists and new fund-raising ideas and assistance 
are always welcome, as are requests for funds. We are there for you, the activists. We plan to pmt 
out guidelines and suggestions for applying for DAF funds soon. If you want to be on the mailing 
list for that, send your address to the address below. 

Raising money for EF! direct actions has always been a challenge, and continues to be, In the 
face of internal controversy and outside infiltration and disruption. As is clear by this report, the 
EF! DAF raised and disbursed a lot of money for direct action in defense of the earth in 1990. But 
our coffers are empty once again, which is, in fact, in keeping with our goal of getting all funds raised 
to activists and campaigns as quickly as passible. But our commitment remains strong to support 
activists everywhere doing the grassroots work of Earth First! and to do so in as direct and non- 
bureaucratic a manner as possible. Some of the actions you read about in recent issues of the Journal 
were made possible by help from DAF. Help keep these actions going by sending donations to the 
Direct Action Fund. We espacially need donations now as spring rolls around, and with it, the active 
logging, roadbuilding, mining and earth raping season. Our address is Earth First! Direct Action 
Fund, PO Box 210, Canyon, CA 94516. Phone: 415-376-7329. 

—Karen Pickett 
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1990 sales 

1990 profit 

International Paper 

$13 billion 

$569 million 

Weyerhaeuser 

$9 billion 

$394 million 

Georgia-Pacific 

$13 billion 

$365 million 

Champion International 

$5 billion 

$223 million 

Scott Paper 

$5 billion 

$148 million 

Willamette Industries 

$2 billion 

$130 million 

IP Timberlands 

$195 million 

$106 million 

Potlatch 

$1.3 billion 

$99 million 

Louisiana-Pacific 

$1.8 billion 

$91 million 

ITT Rayonier 

$106 million 

$79 million 

Boise Cascade 

$4.2 billion 

$75 million 

Longview Fiber 

$685 million 

$61 million 

Plum Creek (BN/BR) 

$373 million 

$22 million 

Pope & Talbot 

$562 million 

$20 million 

Pope Resources 

$28 million 

$4 million 


—Washington EF! 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

Humans and Other Animals: Beyond the Boundaries of Anthropology 
by Barbara Noske, distributed by Unwin Hyman Inc., Winchester, MA 01890 


REVIEWED BY CROW SMITH 

A friend hands me a book, wants it reviewed — 
author starving, kids, no job, etc.— yeah yeah. A year 
and a half later, 2,000 miles and four houses later, its 
still holding the bookshelf up. Mumbling something 
derogatory about sloth, she wants it back. Okay, okay, 
1 promise, eyeing the bookshelf, and begin, quite 
unenthused, which is perhaps how all book reviews 
should begin (far less of them would get finished that 
way). There hasn't been much worth readingsince the 
invention of movable type, especially when it comes to 
philosophy. Humanism has constricted the possi- 
bilities of thought like an ill-fitting girdle (is there a 
good fitting girdle? what the fuck is a girdle?) and 
though it is not all eco-la-la, too much of the 
antihumanist-deep-eco-femo-naturalism reads like 
the new age with footnotes. 

So anyway, I'm happily surprised: 170 pages of 
good philosophical, political, ethnological, anthro- 
pological, and just plain thoughtful thinking. Noske's 
book is about animals — how we mistreat them, how 
we misunderstand them, and what we should do about 
it. In particular she's concerned about the "study" of 
animals, for it is the dubious achievement of our 
culture to have entrusted the knowledge and care of 
our fellow critters to the hands of a small group of 
"knowledgeable experts.” Now Noske, with an MS in 
anthropology and a PhD in social philosophy, would 
not seem qualified to undertake such a critique — she 
is not a certified expert after all. But that is just her 
point. Humans and Other Animals: Beyond the 
boundaries of Anthropology argues very convincingly 
that the self-imposed animal experts — biologists, 
zoologist, ecologists, ethnologists, sociobiologists, 
blabologists, etc. — are simply not equipped to un- 
derstand our furry, feathered, and scaly friends due to 
the mechanistic blinders they are awarded along with 
their PhDs. Anthropology, by contrast, "is the science 



of the Other, it has all the makings of an inter- 
subjective science even if situated in a sea of subject- 
object oriented sciences." Objective scientists have 
been walking about the earth as if having just arrived 
from another planet, notebook in hand, recording 
“vocalizations" and "presentations""for too long. The 
anthropologist, by contrast, "does not work with her 
mind as if observing humans in a laboratory setting — 
she has to immerse herself body, mind and soul in the 
Outer's sphere, sharing her people's daily life, learning 
their language as well as their habits and views." 
Assuming that we have to "study"animals, we should 
approach them not as biological machines but as other 
intelligences, familiar but different cultures of the 
same earth. 

The book is astonishing in its breadth of knowl- 
edge and compassion. Noske's study of the history of 
domestication, for example, is matched only by her 
close examination of the possible evolutionary sce- 
narios leading to the emergence of Homo sapiens. Her 
sympathetic understanding (and clear explanation) of 
both the liberating potential and the failure of tradi- 
tional Marxism and feminism is matched by her subtle 
reading of Darwin and her succinct chapter on the 
history of western concepts of nature since Plato. All 
this mingled with the concrete focus of an activist (her 
detailed chapters on the actual practices of factory 
farming and the ins and outs of the international 
monopoly she calls the "Animal Industrial Complex" 
is harrowing) and a sensitivity alive with the love and 
close contact with other animals. 

DOMESTICATION— "The (possible) origins of 
domestication can be analyzed in two ways: at the 
ecocentric level where domestication appears as a 
relation between two species, and at the anthropocen- 
tric level where domestication appears as a process 
occurring in human society." The history of domes- 
tication, read as the history of a human activity, is as 
arrogant as it is unintelligible. Noske stresses the 
impacts upon and contributions of the many plants 
and animals involved. Domestication is not an exclu- 


sively human trait, it is a complex relationship 
between evolving animals in dynamic ecosystems. 

There is actually less domestication today 
than in the past when lions, baboons, gazelles, ante- 
lopes, hyenas, hippopotamuses, frogs, vultures, os- 
triches, cheetahs, storks, herons, ibises, hares, mon- 
gooses, cassowaries, white cockatoos, zebras, oysters, 
and moray eels were all domesticated. Domestication, 
Noske suggests, is a temporary relationship which is 
neither inevitable nor permanent (I wonder how long 
moo moo cows would last in the wild). Just because the 
human domestication of animals has been around for 
(a scant) 12,000 years, the complete control and 
commodification of an animal's entire existence 
which we witness today, is not thereby justified: "cap- 
ture, taming and reproductive isolation were neither 
the main nor the the necessary characteristics of do- 
mesticated animals during the early stages of their 
domestication." In prehistory it would have been 
difficult to distinguish wild from domestic animals. 
The latter foraged, unpenned, entirely for themselves 
and freely interbred with their wild relatives. They 
remained part of the ecosystem which included their 
role as prey animals as is done today with the mithen 
(wild ox) in tribal India and the reindeer in Northern 
Eurasia. 

FACTORY FARMING — One thing that capitalists 
and Marxists agree on, is that mountains and chickens 
are just passive resources to be molded by the activity 
of the real actors of the modem drama — workers and 
bosses; it is just a matter of who controls their domi- 
nation. This is very much the reason that Marxism in 
our time is quickly becoming irrelevant; it has been 
unable to address the ecological crisis or comprehend 
the revolutionary stance of eco-anarchism, eco-femi- 
nism, and deep ecology. Noske, however, breathes 
some life into the red corpse by showing that despite 
itself, the Marxist critique of the alienating capitalist 
workplace can help us understand and put an end to 
the exploitation of animals. 

She simply points out the shamefully obvious — 
pigs and cows are not passive resources, they are active 
workers and suffer all the humiliation and oppression 
that human workers do: "The precise calculation of 
animal physical and behavioral traits in terms of gains 
and losses, reminds one of the time-and-motion 
studies carried on in human production and labor- 
processes." The critique of capital then, must be more 
fundamentally understood as a critique of the domi- 
nation and complete control of everything that walks, 
crawls, farts or just soaks up sun, for the ends of 
production and efficiency. "The animals’ natural 
capacity for movement, play, preening, social inter- 
action and contact with the natural environment is 
almost felt to be subversive: much animal behavior is 
referred to as 'unbusinesslike' (by the bosses). Like the 
human worker's creativity, it has to be kept under 
control — or better still, done away with. "All animal 
activity must be directed toward cheap and rapid 
production of human-wanted things." 

Extending Marx's four-fold analysis of alienation, 
Noske shows that commercial animals are alienated 
from their products (their offspring and their own 
bodies), from their productive activity (their bodily 
functions are appropriated and controlled for the ends 
of capital), from their fellow-workers (being either 
isolated from birth in feeding cells or crushed together 
in unnaturally large groups), and from their species life 
(being mentally and physically tortured, genetically 
manipulated, and generally fucked with, factory ani- 
mals are no longer able to cope with a free and natural 
environment). In short, like their human counter- 
parts, "animals have become reduced to mere ap- 
pendages of computers and machines." 

FEMINISM — Though not defining herself as 
such, Noske has been strongly influenced by the clarity 
and power of feminist insights. She constantly draws 
our attention to the parallel domination of women 
and animals as well as showing how imposed gender 
hierarchies determine the way in which male science 
interprets the world of animals. In the workplace as 
well, women are made to suffer a greater exploitation 
which they share with animals. Though men are able 
to escape the alienating confines of the factory (a 
man's home is his castle, jque no?) , women, like 
animal workers, get no time off— they are made to 
serve others 24 hours a day. 

BEYOND ANTHROPOLOGY— Having spent al- 
most exactly half the book describing the actual suf- 
fering that animals endure on a day to day basis for the 
benefit of a few fat humans (though very much a critic 
of humanism, Noske clearly shows that domination is 
not for the sake of all humans equally — among the 
exploited are Third Worlders, minorities, women, and 
the poor), Noske turns a critical eye toward the 
biological and social sciences. This is the heart of her 
book, the place where she exposes the perfect fit 
between the economic appropriation of animals and 


the assumptions and methods of the biological sci- 
ences. It is also the place where she shows that the 
social sciences must quite naturally be expanded to 
respond to the flying, swimming and crawling people 
all around us. "Twentieth century biology is moving 
fast into the direction of theoretical de- 
animalization." Whether approaching animals from a 
genetic, molecular, organismic or behavioral view, 
modern science sees only mindless mechanical events 
which could theoretically be simulated in every detail 
by a computer. Ecology (supposedly "the subversive 
science") is no better ass it is perfectly content with 
models borrowed from economics and physics turn- 
ing nature into neutral energy flows and resource 
exchanges. There is no recognition of significant 
differences between animals, plants, rocks and car 
engines. It is not by accident or oversight that the 
intimate and intelligent aspects of nature are missed: 
the very assumptions which have been used to con- 
struct these sciences, make it impossible for them to 
appear: 

"The biological paradigm is just not de- 
signed to handle things that are socially and culturally 
created and which in turn shape their creators. As 
positive sciences, biology, ethology and behavioral 
psychology can only deal with material and observable 
objects and events... Their paradigm does not allow 
for a phenomenon such as culture — it simply does not 
possess the methodological equipment to recognize 
such a thing." 

Social Science, on the other hand, wants nothing to do 
with animals. Assuming the rest of the universe is a 
mute machine, social scientists (as well as Marxists and 
many feminists) have felt the need to distinguish the 
human world as a uniquely intelligent sphere which is 
not biologically determined nor rightfully exploitable 
as is the "natural" world. One can see the denial of 
human animality as a defensive reaction to the ex- 
ploitation of all things animal. In separating off a 
distinct field of subjective study with distinct meth- 
ods, however, the tacitly affirm the adequacy of ob- 
jective methods for the study of animals. "Since the 
biological sciences, with the compliance of the social 
sciences, have been passing themselves off ass the 
expert animal sciences, animals have become associ- 
ated with purely biological explanations." 

But the presence of language and tool use by a 
great many animals makes such a split untenable. So 
also the obviously cultural world of apes, wolves, 
insects, and elephants. Noske goes on to show that 
even self-consciousness, the bastion of humanism, is 
pot unique to humans — many animals including 
grizzlies and horses have a sense of self. She displays a 
wealth of fascinating knowledge about animal cultures 
and intelligence to prove her point. The. last chapter, 
however, is the most far-reaching and visionary, for 
when we "prove" that other animals have real lan- 
guages or use tools, we do son on our terms, by 
showing that they are (or can be made to be) like us. 
Humans are still taken as the measure of all things and 
the proof of a crow’s worth is to the degree to which it 
approximates humanity. This is the danger of sub- 
stituting one readymade science of animals for an- 
other. The social sciences, precisely because they were 
created in opposition to the biological science are 
dialectically dependent upon the latter. They tend to 
place far too much emphasis on cognition, teleology 
and representational (i.e. rational, "picture" thinking). 
In fact, this view of humanity is no longer universally 
accepted even by contemporary philosophers and 
social scientists. The new science of animals, if there 
is to be one, will have to change the social sciences as 
much as it does the biological. 

In the last, all too short chapter, Noske uses nu- 
merous examples of interspecies communication in- 
cluding feral children raised by wolves, gazelles and 
other animals to show that we are clearly capable of 
meeting other animals on communal terms. Dianne 
Fossey's life/study with the Mountain gorillas of 
Rwanda is one of the few scientific examples we have. 
Noske's interest here is not in animal-human com- 
munication, that is, she wants to show that under- 
standing is served less by making animals act like 
humans, than it is by humans learning to become 
involved as animals with the animals around them. 
Just as anthropologists do not make other cultures 
speak English, we need to learn and experience the 
ways of other animals from within their own world. 
What she calls for finally (and shows is not only 
possible but happening all the time), is an empathetic 
relationship with animals that respects their otherness 
while recognizing that the laboratory paradigm of 
purely external knowledge is inadequate. As animals, 
we experience animality from within, and are capable 
of developing and expanding our perceptual and 
empathetic awareness to partake of the greater com- 
munity of earthly life. 

Oh yeah, I'm not giving the book back. 
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BULLETINS 


Lou Gold Schedule 


Listed below are dates and 
places where Lou Gold will pre- 
senting his slide show, "Lessons 
from the Ancient Forest: Earth 
Wisdom and Political Activism." 
For general information on the 
show in your area, call the number 
listed below. For general questions 
about Lou, contact Beth at the 
Siskiyou Regional Education 
Project, P.O. Box 13070, Portland, 
Oregon 97213, (503) 249-2958. 
Locations without a contact num- 
ber are unconfirmed. 

Mar 20 Harrisburg, PA 717-599-5986 
21 Pittsburgh, PA 412-682-0986 
23 Pittsburgh, PA 412-241-1903 

25 Frostburg, MD 301-689-4311 

26 Columbia, MD 301-964-4906 

27 Baltimore, MD 

28 Simsbury, CT 203-658-4444 
Apr 12-13 Los Angeles, CA, Eco-Expo 

818-906-2700 

15 Nashville, TN 615-421-7450 

16 Knoxville, TN 

17 Rockford, IL 815-335-2915 

18 Oshkosh, WI 414-424-1144 

21 Washington, DC 202-667-51S0 

22 Decorah, IA 319-873-3736 

23 Iowa City, IA 319-354-6674 

24 Ames, IA 515-292-2801 

25 Denver, CO 303-871-5829 
29-May 2 more midwest locations 

May 3-5 Carbondale, IL, Heartwood 
Conf. 812-723-2430 
6 Coeur d'Alene, ID 208-667- 
3133/3367 

13-15 Anchorage, AK 
24-27 National Forest Reform 
Powwow, Angel Fire, NM 505- 
982-9656 

1991 Round River 
Rendezvous 

The Rondy will be August 5-11 
in Vermont's Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest, so cough up your $20 
now and send it to 1991 RRR, Box 
653, Greenfield, MA 01302. Send 
the RRR committee a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope and it will send 
you directions and details for the 
Rondy. Make your plans to be in the 
Green Mountains in August! 


/concerned singles NEWSLETTERS 

' links compatible singles who care about ■ 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society, 

National and international membership. 


V. 


All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 

Box 555-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. / 


Seed & Lyons 
Concert Schedule 

John Seed & Dana Lyons are 
going on a concert tour to raise 
funds for the defense of James Bay 
and Rainforests. Get in touch with 
Dana through one of the contacts 
en route or try him at (206) 376- 
5489 POB 164 Olga, WA 98279. 

PRETOUR SCHEDULE: 

MARCH IS: 8PM, Dana at Wellesley College, 

Schneider Hall 

contact: Joelle Ogg 617-239-2594 
MARCH 16: 8:30 PM, Kone Auditorium, 

Dana at Tufts Univ., Boston, SEAC Conference 
contact: Matt Jacobson 802-297-1022 
MARCH 17-22: Dana with Steve MacAusland & 
David Brower James Bay Tour (dates/places to be 
announced) contact:Steve MacAusland 617- 
329-733S 

MARCH 23: 7:30 at City Hall, Dana at Burlington, 
VT, James Bay Activists conference, contact: 
Susan Meeker- Lowry 802-223-7943 
TOUR SCHEDULE: 

MARCH 25: Norwich Congregational 
Church, Norwich, VT. 7:30 show, contact: 

Mike Zwikelmeyer 
h)802-649-2940 w)603-64 6-7309 
MARCH 26: ? 

MARCH 27: Syracuse, NY 
contact: Todd Nachowitz 315-479-5977 
MARCH 28: Ottawa, Ontario 
contact: Allison Gayle 613-233-4653 
MARCH 29: Schenectady, no show 
contact: Pat Lyons 518-346-5743 
MARCH 30:Brattleboro, VTat the Commonground 
contact: Matt Jacobsen 802-297-1022 
APRIL 1: 7 

APRIL 2: Unity College, Unity, ME 
contact: Heather Carll 207-948-9981 
APRIL 3: College of the Atlantic, Bar Harbor, ME 
contact- Patti D'Angelo 207-288-2262 
APRIL 4: Harvard University, Cambridge, MA 
contact: Andrea Quong 617-498-3507 
APRIL 5: Yale University, New Haven, CT 
contact Dave Oshinsky 203-436-3074 
APRIL 6: Asheville, NC or Hampshire College, MA 
APRIL 7: U Virginia, Charlottesville (with Alekas's 
Attic) afternoon outdoor show contact Laura 
Yamhure 804-979-1772 

APRIL 8: The Bayou, Washington DC (with Aleka's 
Attic). 

APRIL 9: Swarthmore College, Swarthmore PA 
contact: Brendan Kelly 215-328-8184 
APRIL 10: 7:30 PM The Wetlands, New York City 
(with Aleka's Attic) 
contact: Russ Weis 212-966-5244 
APRIL 11: SUNY Purchase, Purchase, NY 
contact Stephanie Soalt 914-251-7491 
APRIL 12: Philadelphia, no show 
APRIL 13: Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 
contact: Fem Alexander 609-924-0475 
APRIL 14: The Learning Alliance, NY City, Full-day 
workshop: "Rediscovering our Deep Ecology" 
contact: Learning Alliance 212-226-7171 



MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 


Nov/ available on cassette 


r 

-0 


ENVIF 
, SO 

10NMI 

NGS F 
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L. 

KIDS 

j 



(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 


At Night 
They Howl 
at the Moon 


Includes: I Am an Animal - We Don't Want to Live in 
the Zoo • Lay Down Your Whopper, Baby • We're All 
Dead Ducks • Their Brains Were Small and They Died • 
Mosquito Party • Have to Have a Habitat • Sea 
Shepherd • Willy the Wombat • Expanding Universe f 
no More Bunya nuts • The Tree • Soft Eyes. A Lullaby 

JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ 

Price per cassette $11, postpaid 
Reigning Records, PO Box 934. Latham. riY 12110 
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Start Your Own 
Pirate Radio 

Following the Canadian Radio 
and Television Commission deci- 
sion to grant the last legal FM radio 
frequency to a cowboy music sta- 
tion and the federal government's 
decision to uphold that choice, the 
Anarchist Hotline has made avail- 
able a number of copies of the 
Complete Manual of Pirate Radio. 

The booklet is an easy-to-un- 
derstand outline of how to build a 
do-it-yourself radio station. Any 
person with a basic understanding 
of electronics can use the informa- 
tion here to put herself on the air 
wherever she is. If you have a desire 
for free airwaves then this booklet is 
for you. Dance music radio is yours 
If you want it. To order a copy call 
the Anarchist Hotline at 416-535- 
5731andleaveamessage. Someone 
will get back to you. Or you can 
write c/o Box 366, Station E, 
Toronto, Ontario M6H 4E3, 
CANADA. 

— Ecomedia Bulletin 

West Coast Rondy 

Earth Firstlers in California, Or- 
egon and Washington will be 
hosting a regional rendezvous June 
26 - July 1 in the Siskiyou Moun- 
tains of southern Oregon. Please 
mark these dates on your calendar. 

We are encouraging the use of 
alternative transportation and will 
be shuttling folks to the site from 
Grants Pass. Folks who wish to take 
the Green Tortoise to GP should 
make their reservations now. 

Rendezvous committee con- 
tacts: ride coordinator: Rebekah, 
503-343-7305, workshops coordi- 
nator: Karen, 503-343-7305, site 
location: Kelpie, 503-592-3083, 
publicity: Mike and Robert, 707- 
943-3623. 

See you there! 


HELP US HELP THEM 



\Dldyouknow... 

ALL SEVEN SPECIES of Sea Turtles 
are endangered or threatened! 

The most common products 
confiscated by U.S. Customs at 
our borders are Sea TVutle products 


IF YOU DON’T BUY THEM.. . 
...THEY WON’T KELL THEM! 


WE ARE ACTIVE. 

WE ARE EDUCATING. 

WE ARE HELPING HANDS-ON 
AND WE 

NEED HELP FROM YOU! 
Please send a donation* to: 


THE SEA TURTLE CENTER 
P.O. Box 634 
Nevada City CA 95959 
(916) 265-2125 


'tax deductible 


The Predator Project 

Predators: biologically, they are 
flesh eaters, secondary consumers, 
top of the food chain; ecologically, 
they are indicator species, symbols 
of wildness, and keystones for eco- 
system protection; politically, they 
are competitors to human 
"progress." 

Competition is the single most 
important dynamic between hu- 
mans and the planet's wild preda- 
tors, as humans have used it as jus- 
tification to hassle and kill these 
fellow hunters. In many cases, this 
offensive war against the wild ones 
has resulted in their extirpation and 
potential extinction. This global 
threat to predators, coupled with 
the Idea that predators represent 
wildness and are a rallying point for 
ecosystem preservation, is the mo- 
tivation behind the work of the 
Wolf Action Network, the Grizzly 
Bear Task Force, and the All the 
Dead Critters campaign. 

These common motivations 
have resulted in a common goal for 
those of us involved In organizing 
under the banners of the afore- 
mentioned campaigns: to educate 
and inspire people into taking ac- 
tive roles in the defense of preda- 
tors. Enter The Predator Project, in 
which we as organizers endeavor to 
unite efforts on behalf of predators, 
be they grizzly bears, wolves, coy- 
otes, eagles, great blue herons, fer- 
rets, bluefin tuna or any other 
predator. By combining our efforts 
to educate, inspire, and defend, we 
hope to: 

1) join with others working to 
defend the vast array of predators; 

2) reach more people with a 
broader, more complete message: 
America Needs Predators For Intact 
Ecosystems. 

The individual campaigns that 
will make up the Predator Project 
already reach farther than the EF! 
movement; rest assured that we will 
continue to send out newsletters as 
part of our effort to educate and 
inspire. We are also, as we have 
been in the past, open to and en- 
courage anyone who wishes to help 
us in any way she so desires, includ- 
ing, but not limited to: 

• Educating others through public 
educational meetings and events, 
letters-to-the-editors, fundraisers, 
or any other means. 

• Informing us about issues or ac- 
tions concerning the well-being of 
any predator, so that we can act 
upon it in a timely manner. 

• Working with us on local and 
regional issues which you are in- 
terested in and/or familiar with, as 
geographic proximity to issues is 
always a benefit. 

• Raising funds to help keep us 
going in our many efforts. Yes, we 
are still all volunteers, and your 
donations will be used solely for 
four P's: phone calls, printing, 
postage, and petrol. 

For All Things Wild And Free, 
Thanks for your continued support! 

-Predator Project People 








EARTH FIRST! 

Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 


EARTH FIRST 



This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in stock. All 
prices are postpaid. We will publish more extensive visual displays in some other issue. 

T-SHIRTS 

All shirts are 100% cotton unless otherwise noted. 

Don't Tread On Me. Watermelon (all sizes), Tan (S & XL) $13. 

Mother Grizzly and Cub. Light Blue (short sleeve, all sizes) $13; (long sleeve, all sizes) $13. 
American Canyon Frog. Gray (S.M.&XL) $12. 

The Cracking of the Glen Canyon Damn (50/50). Tan (S,M), Light Blue (S,M) $5. 

Defend the Wilderness. Black (short sleeve, all sizes) $10; (long sleeve, all sizes) $13. 

Earth First! Red (all sizes) $10; Green (all sizes) $ 10 . 

Tools. Light Blue (S), Silver (M,L,XL), Tan (all sizes) $10. 

Free the Earth. Turquoise (all sizes), Fuschia (S), Orchis (all sizes) $12. 
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Small, French-cut T-shirts (50/50) 

Earth First! (red, green), Defend (black) $5. 
Kids' sizes (50/50) 

Earth First! Green (kids' S, L) $5. 

PATCHES 

Earth First! $3.50 
Earth Police $3.00 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 

Desert Raper 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($5/doz) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 

Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker was as Small as Mine 
You'd Need a Muscle Wagen, Too ($5/doz) 
I’ll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Oil and Bears Pont Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 

Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 
Stop Clearcutting ($5/doz) 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally. Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $1 0 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primal The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows $1 0 
Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $1 0 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $1 0 
Dakota Sid Clifford ...For the Birds $1 0 
Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in Montana $9 
Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Inquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $1 0 
Katie Lee Colorado Rivewr Songs $1 0 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $ 11 
Mokai Clearcut Case of the Blues $9 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $9 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $9 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $1 0 
Joanne Rand Home $10 \ 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 
John Seed Deep Ecology $1 0 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $1 0 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $1 0 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $1 0 
Various Only One Earth $ 12 

BOOKS 

Ecodefense Foreman & Haywood, ed. $14 


*1 
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ACTIVIST SONGS OF THE 
N£W ECOLOGY 


WINDOW STICKERS 

Earth First! Fist 4/$1 
No Cows 6/$i 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Fist 30/$1 .25 
Boycott Coors 10/$1.25 
Tools 30/$1 .25 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 

ea*tm naan 0 rot u’> ! ■ ■■■. az n ni 

NATURE BATS LAST 


CAKTH FIRST’ 
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LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON’T BECOME ONE. 

EARTH FIRST! fob SS7I T«M*. A2 SSTOl 

RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 



earth FIRST! 
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EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth Firstl or send cash. Mail to Earth Firstl, POB 51 76, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a subscription form when sending in a subscription. 
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BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 

PO Box 3132 ; Boulder, CO 80307-3132 


EQUAL RIGHTS 
FOR ALL SPECIES! 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


ALL FORMS OF 
LIFE ARE EQUAL 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


SAVE AMERICAN 


i 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


ECOSYSTEMS 


REBEL AGAINST 


EXTINCTIONS! 

EARTH FIRST! BIODIVERSITY PROJECT 


AMERICA HEEDS 
, WOLVES 

I FOR INTACT ECOSYSTEMS EARTH FIRST! 


% 





Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for the international Earth 
First! movement. It is divided into four sections: 1) National EF! offices in the United 
States; 2) International contacts; 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups; and 4) Contact 
persons where there is as yet no active EF! group. If you are interested in becoming 
active with the Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a forum for Earth Firstlers 
around the world. This directory is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. 
If you would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have address changes or 
corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a produce either an Earth 
First! newsletter or regular mailings for their area or issue. Contact them directly 
to receive their newsletter or otherwise be on their mailing list. 

USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't need as much 
as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have low 
overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned money goes. Don't 
send your contributions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

•Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 (contributions to the 
Foundation are tax-deductible) 

•Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, A Z 85722 

•Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

•Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

•Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

•EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the Biodiversity Project are 

tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force, POB 77062, SF, CA 94107-7062 
•Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
•Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
•Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
•Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 
*Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
•Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 
•PAW, POB 51 A, Bondville, VT 05340 
•Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
•Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
•Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
•Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
•Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
•Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
•Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
•Wolf Action Network, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
•Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! movement. 
THANK YOU for your support! 
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NORTH AMERICAN 
GROUPS 

Alaska EF! 

Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
ChugUk, AK 99567 
(907) 688-5619 

Hawaii EF1 

c/o Paul Faulstich 
1777 East-West Rd. 

Honolulu, HI 96848 
•Christopher Hope-Cowling 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 


NATIONAL EF! 

EF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EF! Consensus Training 
MB Nearing 
POB 344 

Kalispell,MT 59903 
EF! Direct Action Fund 
Karen Pickett 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
EF! Eco-Videographe 
EF! Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415) 601-5933 
EF! Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Grizzly Bear Bulletin 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAP! 

Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406)728-8114 
EF! National Hotline 
(415) 647-9175 

EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force 
P03 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 
EF! Predator Pro|ect * 

(wolves, griz, ADC, etc.) 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771 
(406) 585-9607 
EF! Rainforest Action 
Bay Area Earth First! 

POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
EF! Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
CANADA 
(604) 688-SEAL 
WASHINGTON 
Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EF'.AVashlngton EF! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
George Draffan 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympic Peninsula EF! 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 18’ 3 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwoot EF! 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
ECOTOPIA 
Northcoast EF! * 

Mickey Dulas, Debbie Lucas 
POB 622 

Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
(707) 677-0683 
Ft. Bragg EF! 

Tom Cahill (707)964-0802 
Anna Marie Stenberg 961-0302 
POB 632 

Ft. Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 
Uklah EF! 

Ecotopia EF! Newsletetter 
Betty Ball 
106 West Standley 
Uklah, Ecotopia 95482 
(707) 468-1660 
CALIFORNIA 

Bay Area Hotline (415) 824-3841 
Environmental Action Center 
San Francisco EF! 

POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
(415)647-9160 
Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DeBraai 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Llfeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
(408) 289-1646 
•Chuck Swift POB 819 
Camarillo, CA 93011 
(805) 484-4504 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Orange County EF! 

POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
ian Diego EF! * 

Claude Mathis 
POB 311 

Encinitas, CA 92024 
(619) 942-8069 
•Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Boreal Owl 
Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
CANADA 
WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 36 

Republic, WA 99166 
•I.A.O.T. 

POB1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 

(208) 448-2504 
OREGON 

Stumptown EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 284-5849 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
•Kalmiopsis EF! POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

EF! Redwood Action Team 
Robert Parker 
POB 358 

Miranda, CA 95553 
(707) 943-3623 
Laytonville EF! 

POB 372 

Laytonville, Ecotopia 95454 
(707) 984-8263 
Willi ts EF! 

JudiBari POB 656 
Willlts, Ecotopia 95490 
(707) 459-1460 
Sonoma County EF! 

Pam Davis 
POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! * 

Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
•Glenn M. Brown 
1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 
•Chico EF! POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 

(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 
Davis, CA 95617 
ARIZONA 
Cheryl Bashaw 
CU Box 7893 
Flagstaff, AZ 86011 
(602) 523-3909 
•Gristle 
POB 2544 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
•Student Environmental Network 
Prescott College 
Prescott, AZ 86302 


WILD ROCKIES 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 7891 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
North Fork EF! 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
COLORADO 
Walkabout 
POB 1166 

Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 

1141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 831-6093 
Michael Robinson 
POB 12243 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Colorado Springs/ 

Manltou Springs EF! 

Becky Elder & Woody Elliott 
POB 861 

Manitou Springs, CO 80829 
(719) 685-4257 
Huerfano Valley EF! 

POB 663 

Redwing, CO 81066 

NEW MEXICO 
New Mexico EF! 

Act Like an Earthquake! 

Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 
Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
•Hawk POB 661 
Angel Fire, NM 87710 

ARIZONA 
AZEF! Newsletter 
Tucson EF! 

Linda Wells 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 
(602) 327-9973 j 
Phoenix EF! ; tj 

Mike or Terri . 

POB 8795PhoenL AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 

TEXAS 

Llano Estacado F.F! 

PO Box 4733-TTU 
Lubbock, TX 79401 
(806) 747-3552 
•William Larson 
9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 7823 
(512) 342-2520 


MCHIGAN 
•fal Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
7313)831-6800 
NIDWEST HEADWATERS 
Nadison EF!* 

DaveStall 
(608)249-2691 
Midwest Headwaters EF! News 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 423-5636 
Minnesota EF! 

Kurt Seaberg 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 722-5022 
Lakes Area EF! 

POB 202 

Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 
(218) 829-6917 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 

Evanston, IL 60204 
Paul Rechten 
7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 
(815) 943-4178 
IOWA 

'i'allgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
(319) 354-667 
ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
Brookport, IL 62910 
j MISSOURI 
Big River EF! 

CURRENT 
Orin Langelle 
POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
(314) 257-2437 
•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 681 JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
TEXAS 

East Texas EF!* 

Dave Burkart 
Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(713)592-7664 
EF! Out There 
POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 


ONTARIO 
EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONTK1S 5H8 
CANADA 
VERMONT EF! 

Mike Zwikelmaler 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 
Erik Sohlberg (802)439-6266 
PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilder- 
ness) * 

Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic 
Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allemong Bioregion EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

Box 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 1521 1 
(412)531-7705 
•Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
•Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 
OHIO 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, OH 43604 
Oberlin EF! 

Bill, Stu, Ashby, Wilder 
Box 40 

Oberlin, OH 44074 
(216) 774-3194 
•Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
529 Riddle Rd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(513) 961-3660 
•Clint Holley III 
28410 S. Bridge Cir. 

Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
WEST VIRGINIA 
National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 
KENTUCKY 
•Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd. 

MunfordviUe, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
GEORGIA 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 


NEW YORK 
Finger Lakes EF! 

Black Wolf 
POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 
Greater Adirondack Bioregion EF! 
Snaggletooth 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518)374-6592 
Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812 
Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 
•Wetlands PTeserve/Russ Weis 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 
MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EF! 

Ron Huber 
POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
(301) 855-2975 
•Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
•Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 
(301) 596-3978 
VIRGINIA/DC 
Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! * 

Ernie Reed 
Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
Virginia Highlands EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Earth Liberation Front/EF!* 

POB 171 

Alexander, NC 28701 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

* ‘Joseph Allawos 

99 St. Philip St. #107 
Charleston, SC 29403 
FLORIDA 
Florida EF!* 

POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904) 371-8166 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Holly /ood Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EF! * 
c/o Marla Quintana 
POB 557735 

* Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 

•Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 

Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 


MAINE EF! 

Gary Lawless /Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
(617) 628-2233 
•Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 597-6165 
CONNECTICUT 
Trap Rock EF! 

POB 3856 

Amity Station 

New Haven, CT 06525 

INTERNATIONAL EF! 
GROUPS 

Grant Collie 
c/o 1 1 Forth St. 

Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
Fearghuls McKay 
4 York Rd. 

Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
EF! England 

107 Manor Road, Hastings 
East Sussex TN34 3LP 
ENGLAND 
(0424)444048 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala 
POLAND 

Desert Everywhere— Islamic EF! & 
Cynical Tormentors 34 
Salah El-Din, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195 FAX: 202 2908792 
Telex: 23082 PBSLN UN 
Anand Skaria 
P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

009-484-25435 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368 

LIsmore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
phone: 066-21-85-05 
Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 
Mitchem, 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, 3001 Victoria 
AUSTRALIA 






pi#.— ,. ..>n 






EF! 

POBox 5176 
Missoula, MT 59806 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Non-Profit Organization 
Bulk Rate 
US Postage 

PAID 

Permit # 250 
Missoula, Montana 



NOTE: A red check mark 
on your address label 
means your subscription 
is expiring. Please renew! 



Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Nearing, Mary Beth, Mangier, Carla Neasel, Randall Restless, Timothy 
Bechtold, and David Varmint, eds., Earth First! 1 1, no. 5 (1 May 
1991). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia 
Library, http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6954 


All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private, 
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 


The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 



THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL 


May 1 


THREE DOLLARS 


Salmon 

Action! 

By Slugthang 

Once the mighty Columbia ran free. 
Spawning Salmon, flapping, leaping and 
splashing, nosed their way up the vigorous cur- 
rents to return to the cold, clear pools of their 
birth. A spawning frenzy, a driven dash towards 
reproduction. The occasional fishes of this soft 
parade falling prey to the seals, mink, bears, 
wolves, condors and native peoples in the pro- 
cess. The intrepid swimmers following DNA 
codes, that only detail existentialist biologists 
can unravel, making their route from the salt- 
water abyss back to their pristine pools, laying 
eggs in the pebbly bottom until they expire in 
post reproductive bliss. They die in relief, 
knowing their young will ride the tide of the 
spring runoffs, flushing down down, picked off 
here and there by predators until they reach the 
ocean again. 

But, like every once-upon-a-time scenario, 
this is an obsolete tale. In modern times the 
anadromous fish contend with oil spills, 
driftnets, gillnets, and sewage. They zip under- 
neath sportfishermens' boats, dazzled by the 
flashy lures and other temptations created by the 
military-industrial fishing complex. Farther up 
the Columbia River basin, they push their way 
through dioxins and other chemicals, the prod- 
uct of the "solution to pollution is dilution" 
mentality. Surviving these obstacles is nothing 
compared to the first major blockade: the mas- 
sive turbines of Bonneville Dam. AAAGGHH! 
Waters run red with salmon sushi. Those who 
figured out the fish ladder system must contend 
with as many as fifteen more dams. Not to 
mention the hardcore radiation leaks at Hanford, 
gold cyanide-leach mining, streams that are 
warm and muddy from clearcutting erosion 
siltation, streams that are sucked dry for cropland 
irrigation, streams that are shat in and on by the 
bovine bonanza grazing orgy on our public lands . 
What's a salmon to do? Too often it's the pattern 
of forced eviction. Belly up, flopping and dying. 
Not in reproductive bliss, but in a slide into the 
pit of extinction. Coho Salmon have dropped 
from 43 spawners per mile in 1964 to less than 
one in 1988. A study by Oregon Trout reveals 
that over 100 salmon and steelhead populations 




Fish-heads hit the grille inside the Bonneville Dam. 


have gone extinct on the Columbia. 

This ain't no obscure, previously-unheard- 
of species that hangs at death's door. This is the 
totem critter of the Pacific Northwest. Revered by 
fisherfolk, worshiped by Native Americans, a 
dietary staple. This is the spendy dish at swank 
restaurants. What's the world coming to? What 
can we do to stop it?!? Unlike EF! campaigns on 
behalf of the Griz, Wolf, Spotted Owl, and soon 
the Weak Stemmed Milkvetch — the Salmon 
campaign has to go for the combined root of all 
of our lands abuses. Between the hydroelectric, 
grazing, irrigation, mining, pulp mills, logging 
and radiation we're talking about a complete 
shut down of the entire economic infrastructure 
to halt the salmon's demise. This makes the 
•Spotted Owl debate look limp in comparison. 
TTie Chinook, Coho, Steelhead are all sliding 
down into the pit. Shut down the logging outfits! 
Demolish the dams! The mining, land raping 
scum sucking greedheads. Stop them before they 
kill again! 

About the "Action" 

After a solid week of activating our desper- 
ately-in-need-of-a-pruning phone tree, procur- 
ing salmon heads from a yuppie deli, and cos- 
tume and signmaking under our belts, our small 
band of zealots met on a fine sunny Good Friday 
the 29th, at Holliday Park in Portland, just 
around the corner from the Bonneville Power 
Administration building. There we held our 
pow-wow. Our cast of characters included the 
Grim Reaper, an Undertaker, a small child, a dog, 
and others with cardboard Salmon masks, as well 
as four Salmon heads in mini-coffins. We opted 
not to fling the fish heads through the BPA 
windows (yet), but to beat on out to Bonneville 
Dam, where the media and Feds await. Our target 
is the massive hatchery system. We intend on 
doing a little "funeral parade." 

The hatcheries are churning out millions of 
factory-farmed fingerlings: "Swimming Hot 
Dogs." Their huddled, spoonfed monocultural 
masses are a ripe breeding ground for disease. 
Released into the river, they enter into compe- 
tition for food with the Wild natives. The sheer 
volume of fish farm fingerlings attracts heavy 
predation from the Squaw Fish and Bass, who 
prefer Wild Salmon feed. But worse than the 
spreading of disease, the competition for food 
and the red flag for predation these bastard 
spawns of science facilitate — on top of the 
weakening of the wild salmon gene pool at large 


— far worse than all these crimes against nature, 
the hatcheries are responsible for numbing the 
public into believing that the fish are being 
managed properly. Thus placated, the masses 
never riot in the streets as they should, believing 
that everything is fine. Just as Weyerhauser and 
others replace forests with tree farms, hatcheries 
replace Wild Salmon with sickly drones, working 
to subvert the genepool from within until the last 
shred of integrity is sapped. No more green fire 
in these fish eyes. 

We pull up incognito into the hatchery 
visitor center. Our plan to do a funeral proces- 
sion from the hatchery to the dam a half mile 
away is the thwarted when our recon pedestrians 
are ushered back to our parking lot by a BPA truck. 
No walking allowed between here and there. 
Construction zone. We regroup, and Death fi- 
nally gets out from behind the wheel of his car 
where he has been keeping out of sight. We 
costume up and begin our march. Across the lot, 
a schoolbus full of children wave at the arriving 
police cars as if Ninja Turtles were behind the 
wheel. Never underestimate the effects of the 
Reagan/Bush War Cop culture on our youth. Our 
march is highly graphic and weird. The Grim 
Reaper leads, followed by Undertaker earning a 
small child, followed by Mr. Fish (in waders) who 
keeps reeling himself in, followed by Salmon- 
masked, fish-headed and sign-carrying protest- 
ors. The press is lapping it up. "What is the 
symbolism of the child? Death and rebirth?" 
(Childcare.) The Reaper pauses for a photo ses- 
sion. What the hell, by this time there's no one 
out but press anyway. We make our way past the 
token resistance into the hatchery viewing room . 
The scene that the glassed wall looks down on is 
hosed clean in stark contrast to the gore and guts 
that our recon had seen some days ago. This puts 
us in the unlikely position of having to conjure 
up horrors from the neat and nice. We improvise 
and start saying "damn damn." Get to the Dam! 
We manage to get to the pickup truck and pile 
inside. A compressed spectacle. We motor on up 
to the dam visitor center, followed by the press, 
the FBI and the BPA thugs. Once there, the press 
takes their combat photo stances in front of us. 
We march into the building, handing out press 
releases and fact sheets. The Information Booth 
officers receive their copies with a fish -head 
coffin paperweight. It's a circus now with all of 
us factions in this lobby. Shit, it's too twisted. We 
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On the night of March 26th Ethel LangeUe, a fellow 
Earth Firsterl and mother of Orin Langelle, passed on. 

Ethel was of great inspiration and importance to the Big 
River EF! group. 

As was her wish a small gathering of friends paid their 
respects as she was returned to the Earth to which she had 
committed her home and family. The ceremony consisted of 
personal prayers and thoughts for the deceased, along with 
the singing of “Let the Circle he Unbroken." 


Under the Rocks 

It seems that our second issue gen- 
erated a bit more criticism than the first, 
some printed here, some over the 
phone — which is good, as it gives us a 
chance to articulate our editorial phi- 
losophy, to ourselves as well as our 
readership. We thought we'd let you 
know a bit about the process the folks 
on the editorial collective are going 
through, as a way of spreading around 
the responsibility, and as a reminder 
that this is just another EF! project. We 
are not journalists putting out a paper 
about the environment; we are envi- 
ronmentalists who are putting out a 
paper. It's not one of the more obvious 
forms of activism, but it's something 
enough of us do periodically at some 
level to make it worth examining and 
worth getting better at. Keep the edge of 
the obsidian sharp. 

In a strange way, we in Earth First! 
are animals defending habitat. We re- 
member the animal truths of our lives, 
of who we really are, though the lan- 
guage and culture forced upon us tend 
to suppress this. Civilization defines us 
in terms of its uses for us, and seduces us 
into believing them. We need to re- 
member ourselves in the world, and we 
remember that as beset as the wilder- 
ness is, it is not a resource or part of our 
country or our culture, but rather that 
all we are is part of it. We are within the 
wild world even now, wherever we may 
be. 

We'd like Earth First 1 to prod that 
memory, and to serve as a tool for 
wiping away all the excrement that 
civilization has piled around us. We 
print it as an invitation for the wilder- 
ness to fill our lives again, overgrow our 
streets, crumble our houses, carry us 
away. We fill it with reflections of the 
movement. We send it out as a kick in 
the ass, to inspire action, and to make it 
worthwhile. 

Need we even say that we don't 
believe everything we print, and nei- 
ther should you? The opinions ex- 
pressed here do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the editors... but they 
do reflect the movement. We print it 
because it is there. Our working as- 
sumption is that the exchange of ideas 
and information is useful for activists. 
So we don't tailor what we receive to 
suit what pleases us, or yOu. We offer 
you a mixed bag. Use what's useful. 
Compost the rest. 

We are scarcely peas in a pod 
ourselves. Each of us has different ways 
of doing things and if there's a common 
trait among us it's probably autonomy. 
This makes for an interesting working 

"Toilet Grft-ffi-ti 


group, especially since it changes each 
issue. We’re pretty flexible with edito- 
rial policy, within a somewhat consis- 
tent perspective that's come out of our 
discussions about the paper and the 
editorial collective that began last fall, 
and from our understandings of the 
intentions of the movement expressed 
at last year's Rendezvous, the activist 
conference in Boulder, and the mail and 
phone calls we get here. We're still 
playing around with format, layout, 
type size and organization. 

We want to remain clear about 
what we're doing, even in these little 
matters, so that it doesn't come be- 
tween us. Intrigue and personal defen- 
siveness haven't done the movement 
any good. Clarity is important if for no 
other reason than because we don't 
have time for the dirt. So if you're 
wondering what we're up to, give us a 
call, or drop us a letter. While you're at 
it, send along anything that would be 


useful for other activists. What consti- 
tutes activism for you isn't our business, 
but if something you're doing works, or 
doesn't, let us all know. We're looking 
for action; we're looking for deep biol- 
ogy, for poems and proposals. It always 
helps us if you send some graphics or 
photos along too, even if you're just 
reviewing a book. And it helps us if you 
send stuff in early, before the deadline. 
We try to get the paper to you on the 
publication date (though we depend on 
the postal feds for this) so our deadline 
is three weeks earlier, i.e. June 1 for the 
June 21 (Summer Solstice) issue. Send 
us material, or ask your favorite writers 
and artists you like to submit stuff. 

We are not going to put out your 
paper for you and let you sit back as if 
you weren't a part of it. We are not 
going to tell you what to think. We will 
just try to stir you up to think and to 
remember andt o act. 

—The EF! Collective 


Poetry Taking Over 

At first I found myself staring out the window 
at the mountains — 

now my "business" errands stretch to hours 
as I sit in parks 

to scrawl necessary poems. 

Nine to five work became distasteful 
office walls a jail even in the best of jobs 
I am a truant — better leave the city 
buying land for a place to go 
relinquishing ownership 
to roam the last wilderness 
but return to a home 
returning like the salmon to streams, 
every particular pebble in the spawning be known. 
There are many ways to wrench industrial society — 
My writing hand quivers in anticipation 
as my muscles ache 

from a moonlit night well spent. 

— Rabinowitz 


,io Soi", California 
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Earth First! is published by a collective 
of voices within the Earth First! movement. 
Entire contents are copyrighted 1991, but we 
are pleased to allow reprinting if credit is 
given, except for those articles specifically 
copyrighted by the author. Art, photo- 
graphs, and poetry are copyrighted by the 
individual artist and permission to use must 
be received from them. Earth First! is a forum 
for the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspondents. The 
contents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth Firstl 
movement, local Earth First! groups or indi- 
vidual Earth Firstlers. 

Although we do not accept the au- 
thority of die hierarchical state, nothing 
herein is intended to run us afoul of its police 
power. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or carefully printed, double spaced, 
and sent with an SASE if return is requested. 
Electronic submissions are even better, ei- 
ther on Macintosh disks or via Econet (send 
to "earthfirst''). Art or photographs (black & 
white prints preferred, color prints or slides 
OK) are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. They will be returned if requested. 
Please include explicit permission to reprint 
slides. Due to our tight budget, no payment 
is offered except for extra copies of the issue. 

ISSN 1055-8411. Earth Firstl is indexed 
in the Alternative Press Index. 

For subscriptions, merchandise orders, 
donations, inquiries, general correspon- 
dence, Letters to the Editor, articles, 
photos, etc., send to: 

Earth First!, 

Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 
Phone: 406-728-8114 
The Editorial Collective for this Issue: 

Mary Beth Nearing 
Mangier 
Carla Neasel 
Randall Restless 

Timothy Bechtold 
David Varmint 

The Man in the Dark Room: Uncle Bill 
Gatherer of Poesies: Art Goodtimes 
Contributing artists to this issue include: 

R. Cremmins, Jim Stiles, Greta Montaigne, 
Canyon Frog, Jimmy Palmotti, Lone Wolf 
Circles, Bogan, D. N. Varmint, Lisa Henry, 
John Zaelit, Kelpie Willsin, Marcy Willow, 
and unidentified others. 

Printed on recycled paper (65% recycled 
fiber, for now, but we're still aiming for 
100 %). 

Ching Ming (Bright and Clear) is the chief 
Spring festival of China. It is also called Chih 
Shu Chieh, or "Tree Planting Festivar.... The 
principal ceremony of the day for the Chinese 
people themselves is the visiting of family 
graves, to plant trees on them in order to 
secure permanent possession. If a tree grows 
on a gTave, the keeper of the grounds cannot 
claim it. 


SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a 
year on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days: November 1, December 21 or 
22 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 or 
22 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 22 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 
21 or 22 (Autumnal Equinox). Deadlines for 
articles, artwork and ads are three weeks 
before the cover date. The newspaper is 
mailed Third Class before the cover date. 
Subscriptions cost $20 a year. First Class 
delivery is available for $15 extra a year. 
Surface delivery outside the USA is available 
for $30; airmail delivery overseas is available 
for $45 a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should be 
sent to: Earth Firstl, POB 5 176, Missoula, MT 
59806 




All letters will be 
printed, unless they 
are a travesty. We 
will print a represen- 
tative sample of let- 
ters expressing the 
same views. Contact 
us if you feel your 
opinion was not ex- 
pressed. Type or 
neatly print and 
double-space your 
letters. Indicate if 
you wish to remain 
anonymous. Send 
letters to POB 5176, 
Missoula MT 59806 


The opinions ex 
pressed here repre- 
sent only their au 
thors, and are not 
official positions of 
the Earth First! jour- 
nal staff or move- 
ment. 
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Dear EF! 

Was I amazed at your question 
about a "Golf Crisis" in OPERATION 
MANGROVE SHIELD, March 201 Yes, 
the problem is widespread. Golf courses 
are a death sentence to any ecosystem. 

Because golfers crave perfection, an 
impressive array of chemicals are used 
against any rampant fauna or flora 
which might blemish the manicured 
greens. Despite claims of lighter appli- 
cation methods, some of these chemi- 
cals have caused unintended fatalities 
to both man and beast. 

To animals, a golf course is one 
giant salad bar, albeit a poisoned one. 

Here in drought-stricken California, 

few hungry critters can resist the invit- f Tn a 

ing ponds and lush expanses of green. \ that we' 
And because of their "destructiveness," 
wildlife "pest" animals are frequently 
managed by traps and deliberately-set' s 
poison. 

Golfers desire regimented sur- 
roundings. To attract their big bucks, 
local businessmen push for the con- ^ 
struction of golf courses and other en- 
claves of privilege. This is a widespread 1 
local phenomenon, not some PGA con- 
spiracy. Here in Fremont, California, 
the city fathers are hot to have a 
championship golf course. With land 
prices soaring, building it on Mission 
Peak Regional Preserve is seen as a good 
idea. Though the preserve is home to all 
kinds of wildlife, over 200 acres of it just 
happen to belong to the city as well. 

The fate of this wildlife refuge is in 
the people's hands, since a voter initia- 
tive drive has been launched to save it. 

We are in the barren wastes of suburbia; 
and to interest suburbanites, Mission 
Peak is being promoted as a recreational 
wonderland. Local environmentalists, 
bending over backwards to be nice, are 
even suggesting alternate sites for de- 
velopment! But regardless of which 
land we destroy, we're in a drought; and 
a golf course's water needs could gal- 
vanize voters. 

But don't bet on it. People are 
fighting development nationwide, 
with mixed results. The biggest adver- 
sary is public inertia — the "brain-dead 
suburban voter" who doesn't care if his 
own habitat is next in line for destruc- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, developers are as 
happy as any army with God on its side 
and a New World Order planned for the 
scenery. 

— Nina Alvarez, Fremont, CA 


big opposition, namely, as you call it, 
our natural instincts. It's one thing to 
buck society which says it's abnormal to 
not sire, or to buck our parents who 
want to be grand, or to brush away those 
nagging fears about being lonely and 
unfulfilled in our old age. . . but bucking 
our own bodies' natural urge to procre- 
ate — that's tough. All we have is the 
support of each other, and that takes 
many forms — from serious discussion 
to sick jokes to espousing our "irrational 
moral postures" in whatever newsletter 
will print it. We're battling a big dragon 
and we need to keep hearing that 1) it's 
a good thing to do, and 2) we're not 
alone. 

way, I'm sorry for all the times 
ve hurt the feelings or weak- 
ened the spirit of our friends-the-par- 
ents. I hope you'll still let us babysit 
once in awhile, because your kids are 
the only kids we'll ever have. (I won't 
really rip their lungs out, and the kids 
'Jtaow that even if you don't.) You 
parents who are EFIers, if you can look 


selves from our society. We all partici- 
pate at one level or another. If men and 
women were willing to take personal 
responsibility for the way we partici- 
pate, maybe we could step away from 
the blaming or the defensiveness and 
push on towards healing the damage 
done at individual, societal, and plan- 
etary levels. 

As for Ken Shelton, Mister, the last 
thing this world needs is another "ag- 
gressive white male" response like yours. 
And my condolences to any "pampered 
female, wheedling, whining and con- 
niving, clamoring for more comfort and 
commodities" while standing behind 
you. She's in a dangerous position. 

— Alaina Lammer, Bozeman MT 


Dear Dick for Brains, 

I am truly baffled by your editorial 
policy. In response to my article "Why 
I Am Not A Misanthrope" you received 
letters from both Chris Manes and 
Murray Bookchin, whose ideas I was 
critiquing. Yet you chose not to print 
their responses, and instead printed the 
most abusive and degrading letters that 
you got, including a misogynist hate- 
letter from Ken Shelton Jr. 

Now, I don't mind being criticized. 
If I did I wouldn't publicly state ideas 
that I know are controversial. But the 
message of your decision on the response 
to my arncle is tnis: A woma n cann oLbe 
t aken seriously enough in Earth First! to 
d e bate scholars l ike Manes and 
Bookchi n. } A woman cannot express 
feminist views in Earth First! without 
subjecting herself to insult and ridicule. 
Women can only "bitch and caterwaul" 
(words from Shelton's letter). 

Fortunately I have never met an 
EF! acti v e yrith ciirh h ark w arrU vipwc 
as Shelton. Or maybe those big men just 
don't have the nerve to say that shit to 
my face. Anyway, I will leave the refu- 
tation of the points on misanthropy to 
a later article. But I would like to respond 
to Shelton's insults about me and Red- 
wood Summer. 


f^T" X^feviousiy Shelton, a non-activist 
.rfrom Southern California, doesn't have 

uuiv-iiu miu uit Ld'icid; ii you can iuua »« . , 

beyond all the defensive moralizing clue about what's going on up here or 

C' he wouldn t say Redwood Summer was 


and bad jokes, you might find yourself 
surrounded by a wealth of s urrogate 
aunts and uncle s .-\But giye~us 


rogat ej 
liWme 


credit. It’s not easy' or even necessarily 
healthy to fight our natural desires this 
way. We're doing it out of a deep sense 
of commitment and love for our home, 
the earth, and in hopes that someday 
whatever life is left on this earth won't 
have to be so repressed. 

My advice to the kidless? Well, 
since you asked, don’t get all self-righ- 
teous and don't totally repress your 
natural urges, whatever they are. I ap- 
plaud your courage not to reproduce; 
you're right, you're brave, and you're 
not alone. But let's not grow old like a 
stand of even-age doug-firs. Include the 
kids in our tribe. Likewise, some old 
growth. One of my best friends is push- 
ing 76 and no one can make me laugh 
like he can. More than anything I 
encourage you to stay in touch. Make 
jokes, es pouse your rig ht-living-phi. 
insnphy/mit HnTVf ho afraicTio feel the' 
iainofthe little ones we'll never K1 
‘TLiyX^Wn^Tor them. Give your love fo 
a different little one, and then give your 
love — and your pain — to your fellow 
warriors, and to the earth. 

.T. 


^ a failure. Largely as a result Of Redwood 
■S Summer, the destruction of the red- 
v woods has become a national and inter- 
ns national iss ue. 1 Congress is now dis- 
Xjcussing a "debt 


or nature" 


s wap 


Tor 




red wo od wilderness, andthe Republi- 
can governor of California has declared 
t hat Headwat ersHorest must be saved. 

[ Headwaters was mapped, named, and!) 
made an issueof by Northern California!' 
EF! and Redwood Summer. Also. L-E. 
recentlyannou.nced_.lJaat.jSSy jvere 
Stopping dearcutting la the redwoods, 
and even the Wall St. analysts in the 
'' corpor ate press gave us credit for it. O f 
course the redwood issue is far from 
settled and we have to keep the pressure 
up. But it sure is strange to get mo re 
credi t from Wall St. th an f rom Earth 
*-FlfsflT 

As for the charge that I compro- 
mised and betrayed Earth First!, I would 
like to point out that the timber industry 
didn't try to kill me (twice) for com- 
promising or being ineffective. I didn't 

renounc e monkeywr pnrhirifT ^nly tT w - 

^spiking/#ndl have paid quite a price fo r) 
iv Public,-endorsement of feller - 1 
puncher burnings and power-line] 






Dear Sperm for Brains, ** 

This letter is in response to Lynn 
Jacob's article defending reproduction. 
I admit it. I'm one of those heartless 
kidless "real" environmentalists who 
sits around with my friends speculating 
on whether or not children make good 
compost. Sometimes we even do it right 
in front of our friends who have some of 
the nasty little things. 

Face it, Lynn. We, the committed 
non-breeders, are up against some very 


Dear SFB, 

It's obvious to me that Ken Shelton 
of Ojai, C A would more accurately label 
himself a misogynist than a misan- 
thrope. This letter is disrespectful, 
downright cruel, and reminds me of the 
old, inappropriate adage that "the best 
defense is a strong offense." Offend he 
does. 

Anne Wilson Schaef wrote a book, 
When Society Becomes An Addict. I rec- 
ommend it to both Shelton and Bari 
because it lifts the label off “the White 
Male System" and exposes what she 
calls "the Addictive System." Male or 
female, we can't entirely excuse our- 


Iroppingsj 

The strategy decisions that we have 
made here are in the context of a situ- 
ation so heavy that they are using lethal 
force against us. I have been maimed for 
life, and others up here have been at- 
tacked and seriously injured by both 
timber industry’ and police thugs. Yet 
we are still out here trying to save what's 
left of the redwood ecosystem. And we 
would appreciate a little respect for our 
local autonomy and our judgement from 
armchair critics like Ken Shelton Jr. 

— Judi Bari, Ecotopia EF!, Willi ts CA 



Dear Earth First! journal & fellow activ- 
ists, 

I would like to express my outrage 
and pain in regards to you printing 
another attack on Judi Bari. I am so sick 
of the slander and violence toward Judi 
and the boldface lies about Redwood 
Summer. How can you be defenders of 
Mother Earth and hate women? It feels 
to me like you are fostering a WAR in 
defense of Mother Earth (which is so 
male) rather than waging peace and 
balance. Judi Bari committed the crime 
of becomirrgluccesstul ifTTHacHo^nlleT^ 
£artfi~FlfsT! FThThk the California 


NorthcoasT-EFlsters, Redwood Summer 
and Judi are threatening to the rest of 
the country's EFlsters, because we are 
modeling environmental change that 
requires long tedious hours of real work 
and communication, creating a foun- 
dation for lasting change, while the 
other option is blowing someone o 
something up! What kind of chang 
does this model? It's the same violea 
that has massacred over 100,000 Iraq 
(50% women and children). 

Why can't the journal print the 
truth about Redwood Summer? The 
heart of Redwood Summer was all the 
best parts of “true" defense of Mother 
Earth! Despite the personal devastation 
to all the North Coast organizers and 
activists after the bombing (which oc- 
curred one week after the official Red- 
wood Summer official kick-off in 
Ukiah) and despite the pain, fear, 
paranoia, continued death threats, un- 
imaginable stress levels, and personal 
losses; we (in a 3 month period) 1) 
maintained 24 hr/day guard duty, 
medical, emotional and logistical sup- 
port for Judi, 2) trained 2000 people in 
non-violent civil disobediance, 3) 
staged 4 major actions involving a total 
of 6,000 people and thousands across 
the Country donated to Redwood 
Summer and the Emergency Fund for 
Judi Bari. In addition to our major 
actions we had 50 continuous small 
actions in the streets and in the woods 
where we put our asses between bull- 
dozers, chainsaws, shot guns, logging 
trucks, and ax handles, 4) we main- 
tained a base camp (which had to be 
moved 4 times) and fed thousands, 5) 
we provided all the legal support for our 
250 arrests up and down the Calif, coast, 
6) we filed lawsuits, civil rights suits, 
stopped THPs, obtained injunctions 
and dealt with 3 of the largest lumber 
company’ monsters in the world, 7) 
trained a slew of new environmentalists 
and sent them back home to spread the 
word! 

What did you do last summer? 

I would like to invite everyone to join us 
this summer 1991. It's guaranteed to 
have something for everyone, from 
"Resistance to Restoration” — an envi- 
ronmental activist's training ground! 
For more info write or call: Mendocino 
Environmental Center, 106 W. 
Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482 707-468- 
1660. In jaeacejmd solidarity, 
j CHRiSAN'NGiLM OR£,jSonoma County, CA 

Dear Censors, Perverts, Compromisers 
& Wimps, 

Too bad someone didn’t spike the 
tree your last Journal was made from. In 
two short issues you Ve managed to make 
the old Junta look good. At least they 
admitted they had no intention of rep- 
resenting the movement. 

It is near impossible to utilize the 
Journal as a tool to save wilderness when 
the people w’ho are doing the saving are 
systematically denied access. 1 refer to 
the censorship of Lisa Henry’s cartoon, 
Chris Manes and Murray Bookchin's 
letters, my article (which I agreed to edit 
but not censor), the cutting of the 
Corporate Fall article, and a Judi Bari 
response to the hate mail y’ou published. 

Further, you have published a hate 
piece to Judi from non-activist Ken 
Shelton, I r . 8 a sex 

manual by TSm StoddardX3ldne con- 
tribute $ 1000 to get his inaccurate trash 
in like he did the last Journal?), and a 
top fold story about the wimpiest demo 
ever told (written by Montana Journal 
staffer Tim Bechtel — is his name just a 
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DEAR SHIT FER BRAINS... 


coincidence?). 

Your staff ha/rcfused to take indi- 
vidual responsibilityfor your actions, 
making it impossible to determine who 
the saboteur is? For example, who the 
hell re-arranged the Journal contact list 
into an unreadable garble while simul- 
taneously removing my name from the 
musicians list and the contact list? 
Names please. 

Many folks will argue that we need 
to stop the in fighting and focus on 
wilderness. But we are people who 
require a process to do that, and 1 believe 
that process should be democratic, 
honest, and open. Your staff has been 
the opposite. 

As part of Ecotopia Earth First! I 
have been fortunate to be in a group 
that has organized over 150 direct ac- 
tions, written several wilderness pro- 
posals, mobilized thousands of people 
into action, and oh my God, saved 
thousands of acres of wilderness as an 
Earth First! group. 

We will continue to do this, with or 
without your help. But we can do it 
better with. And perhaps that is why 
somebody in (y)our paper continues to 
subvert our message, for whatever his or 
her reasons may be. Don't jus thread 
Agents of Repression, learn from it/There 
exists not a single radical movement in 
the history of this country that hasn't 
been decimated by the power elite. We 
have survived three FBI terror cam- 
paigns. But can we survive the Journal? I 
So 1 am announcing a new fuSfc»* 
I tion: "Journal Watch!" If anyone has 
w\. Jj been censored by the Journal, write to 

—I ■ ' A me at ^0 Box 34, GarbervilleTCA 95440. 
Serf time your censored articles and we’ll 
R ublTsh th em iiidurilewlrepresentative 
nublicati orv.TJfjMEarth F irst] And while 
you're at it .^Montana Wim ps^stick my 
name back in the musicians and contact 
list. I'll let you know when I want it 
pulled. 

— Darryl Cherney, Wild Earth First!, Box 
34, Garberville, CA 95440 




Some anwers: 1) Tom Stoddard has given 
no money to this paper to date. 2) Tim’s 
last name is Bechtold, not Bechtel. 3) 
David re-arranged the directory and will try 
to make it more comprehensible. 4) Robert 
Parker asked us to list him as the new^RAT 
contact. 5) We didn't list any of Chemey's 
tapes because we didn 'thave any in stock at 
the time. 



You have violated the name Earth 
First! Since the big split Earth First! has 
charged off in the direction of the LEFT. 
I think it's terrific that Earth First! wants 
to cure all the problems in the world but 
that's not what it started out as. 1 
discovered EF1 through Edward Abbey's 
books, I have to wonder what he would 
thing of EF! now. Abbey was against 
gun control are you against gun control? 
You have boiled it down to Liberal vs. 
Conservative and the Earth in not first 
anymore. I've never spiked a tTee or 
blown up a dam so who the hell am I? 
I'm the people you need most, I'm the 
people whose mind you want to change. 

I use to race motorcycles in the 
Mojave (AMA sanctioned, District 37), 
Edward Abbey and the old Earth First! 
gave me a new outlook on that. Instead 
of taking Dirt Rider Magazine I'm taking 
Geology classes at the local Jr. College. 
I, a former desert racer, have donated to 
Earth First! Why, because I think this 
country needs to be shaken up about 
the environment, and the old Earth 
First! was an important part of that. 

Yes, you guessed it, I'm going to side 
with the Dave Foreman camp and with 
that I hereby request that you change 
the name of Earth First! since the Earth 
is no longer first in your organization. 
You could call it "Earth, up there near 
the top of the list!" 

Sincerely, 

—Tim Elliott (aka Ichabod Ignatz) 


Friends: 

A fine issue, the first of the new EF! 
Journal. Particularly inspiring were the 
contributions of Robin Locksley, Eric 
Ryberg, and Diane di Prima. I saw few 
adversaries there, nor a self-righteous 
battling against the forces of darkness. 
Ms. di Prima did mention white men, 
but only as a metaphor of the white 
man in all of us, regardless of race or 
gender. When we begin to see that all of 
us wear both the victim and persecutor 
hats is different situations, perhaps we 
can begin to act intelligently. 

How far the EF! Journal can go with 
this holistic vision is a question, how- 
ever. Most of us prefer half truths. 
Whole tmths, if we recognize them at 
all, tend to be uncomfortable for us. 
Half truths only require change in 
someone else, while whole truths bring 
about change in oneself. And so we 
rationalize the superiority of half truths, 
saying they promote action, while whole 
truths cause inaction. But the sages tell 
us it is whole truths that produce action 
while half truths never get beyond re- 
action. 

And by reacting, we always let 
someone else determine our behavior. 
As a result, it is too often the despoilers 
— the developers or the Husseins — that 
keep the rest of us running in circles. 
My feeling is that as EFIers, we're not 
being defeated by others; we're defeating 
ourselves in playing by others' rules — 
the "power-over" mle which favors those 
with the largest bankroll. Our strong 
suite certainly isn't money. Rather, it is 
heart; we love the planet more than 
they. The problem is we don't love it 
enough nor trust that that is where true 
power resides. Our connection to the 
earth is still tentative. We take walks in 
the wilderness on occasion, but that is 
not enough to overcome our basic disas- 
sociation from the earth. We must live 
in close connection with it on a day-to- 
day basis. 

A few of us have started an eco- 
village to develop just such a daily 
connection. We grow most of our own 
food, use salvaged lumber for our 
structures, and plant trees for future 
construction as well as for fuel. Three 
photovoltaic panels and one battery 
meet the simple needs of my wife and 
me. Our fossil fuel needs now are a 
fraction of what they previously were. 

I, too, have been a social activist for 
much of my life, but with growing em- 
barrassment. Without "walking the 
talk", what we say to our "adversary" is 
that it is too difficult for us to change 
our lives if it requires sacrifice, but s/he 
is supposed to change theirs. Not very 
convincing, I would think, and gives 
them a lot to react to. In contrast, 
imagine the p ower releasetfiri tKew otld 
-it all EFIers started living ^Tifestyfij that 
is ra dically ecological. 1 n^rertTno mis- 
taking that it would be hard for some; it 
might be something like trying to drive 
a camel through the eye of a needle. But 
it would be much easier if done in groups, 
and it certainly would be empowering. 
Once we get the hang of it, our new life 
has become enormously fun. 

Still, this would be only a beginning 
in shifting to empowerment from the 
tendency to have power over others. 
We need to take a hard look at where the 
tendency to dominate begins. We inflict 
this tendency on our children at a very 
early age. Starting with the view, which 
we learned as children, that the universe 
provides no design for living, we start to 
impose our own design which we call 
socialization. Not following our own 
intuition on how to live, we push the 
child out of its own intuition. The 
whole mess begins. We think rather 
than follow intuition; we react rather 
than act, the whole thing motivated by 
fear rather than love. Taken away from 
their intuition, no wonder babies seem 
somewhat chaotic in their behavior and 
no wonder parents often wear them- 
selves out from years of constant and 
mutual manipulation. A baby is a quick 
learner, especially when frightened by 


our view of the universe that is foisted 
upon it. 

How can we now undo all this, deep 
as it is in our psyche? A good start, I 
find, is a close association with nature. 
I'm finding infinite intelligence in 
nature's behavior and finding also that 
by activating my intuition, it shows me 
how I can fit in, how I can also act 
intelligently. More difficult is learning 
the art of not reacting to people. I 
invariably get out of my heart and into 
my head. J dn know V inwpvpr that T 
will never be able to connect with th e 
Inherent goodness in others until I le arn, 
to c onnect with it in my self. And I 
know that the fact that half tmths don't 
ultimately work is not an indication of 
an imperfect universe, but an indica- 
tion of a perfect universe, one that must 
depend on love to be ultimately sus- 
tainable. More articles and poems like 
those of Locksley, Ryberg and di Prima 
will stimulate my courage to act on this 
knowledge. ' 

—Jim Rich, Hillsboro, KS 


Dick fer brains... 

I'm totally shocked and disgusted 
by the article you had on the front of the 
last journal (March '91), "Montana 
Marches Against Rape". I read it twice, 
spitting and ranting, just to make sure I 
had actually read it right . . . unfortunately 
I had. 

First off, I'm really fuckin' tired of 
seeing the word rape thrown around so 
loosely, especially by men. "Rape" is 
the act of forced sexual intercourse, and 
nothing less. When this word becomes 
used as it was in this article, it becomes 
meaningless... and so does the act. 1 
hope you can see how dangerous this is. 

The imagery in this article was to- 
tally out of control. You talked about 
how the Freddies "pushed their rape 
agenda one level closer to penetration." 
Told us how "they are pushing hard" 
and "pant a little harder in their eager- 
ness to jump the Badger-Two Medicine." 
You even go as far as to say that the 
freddies are "brave enough to rape”! 
What the fuck does that mean? What 
does bravery have to do with rape? Do 
you even realize the shit you're alluding 
to?? 

I really hope this issue gets dis- 
cussed a lot more. This sort of language 
is pretty pervasive in EF! and shouldn't 
continue. Not only is it senseless and 
degrading, but it serves only to alienate 
and disempower the wimmin in our 
movement. . . especially those who have 
experienced sexual assault or rape. 

Please think before you " spew" next 
time. Useless and insensitive imagery 
such as this has much more of a de- 
structive force than you even realize. 
— Another Castrating Bitch 

Dear Poopface, 

I'm way disgusted. "The Perfect 
Birth Control Method" by Tom Stoddard 
really bugs me. What a piece of 
pompous, patronizing and coercive crap! 
Big news flash too — gee whiz, really?! 

So now we great and wise, all 
knowing, we know best westerners are 
to go pushing oral sex down the throats 
of "the young, childbearing age in the 
heavily over populated nations of the 
world." Give me a break. My old 
ecodevelopment professor Ray Dasmann 
used to sit and listen to us debate and 
promote such stuff in class. Afterwards 
he'd shake his head and say, "Don't you 
think these people know how to space 
their children if they want to? They 
have viewpoints on issues just like you 
do." Dasmann lived in Africa for quite 
some time. He also mentioned our 
world economic system and its con- 
nection to high population rates in poor 
countries. 

The part where Stoddard writes 
that satisfaction for some males must 
include complete swallowing inclines 
me to say, "Fuck You!" As far as I know, 
swallowing come already ejaculated 
doesn't make an orgasm happen. 


"Some" males can learn not to foist I 
their problems on women. Sounds like 1 
a power trip to me. / 

What is meant by "gomorrahic 
oral sex is only a pubic hair away?" I 
find this interesting when connected 
with the part where Stoddard writes, 
"The pain, discomfort, mental anguish 
and social stigma associated with abor- 
tion should induce many women to 
prefer gomorrahing." I don't like that 
word "induce." Is this a choice or what? 

It feels like coercion. Am I to engage in 
butt-licking or get an abortion? I think 
I can easily get around that one. I make 
my own choices and societal junk will 
not "induce" me to do butt-licking if I'd 
rather not. 

Oh, and about Victorian notions 
of oral sex being ones which drove those 
parents of yore to get clitorectomies for 
their daughters and how the penis 
would've gotten the axe too only it was 
functional, I say read your feminist 
history, dude. Give me a break. Men 
and boys never would've gotten their 
weenies whacked simply because they 
are male. It has nothing to do with 
penile function and everything to do 
with controlling women. I also don't 
like the underlying message that penises 
are functional and clits are not. I don’t 
know where Stoddard got that bit of 
claptrap but I don't think I need to 
elaborate. Ask any woman. 

I'm so tired of this white male 
bullshit. Oral sex can be great fun but 
articles like this make me want to barf. 
—Karen DeBraal ^ 

To the Editor: 

Tom Stoddard's article promoting 
oral sex as a viable means of birth con- 
trol was drivel — unworthy of a full page 
in this or any relevant environmental 
journal. 

Oral sex is one thing in countries 
like this where the average person wastes 
more than sixty gallons of fresh water 
each day. But it is a different matter in 
undeveloped parts of the world, where, 
when men and women do get to wash, 
it is often only their ankle in a mud 
puddle. 

Mr. Stoddard obviously thinks of 
himself as enlightened and on the cut- 
ting edge. I think its time we cut out this 
naive, cutesie crap and get on with the 
serious business of salvaging our planet 
— Rick Donahoe, Redmond, OR 


Dear Sludge fer Brains, 

OK, so Tom Stoddard's article on 
The Perfect Birth Control Method was 
less than revelatory. But it did stress the 
valuable point that sex sans coitus is 
viable and fulfilling. At the same time, 
it was disgustingly heterosexist and 
narrow-minded in its imagination of 
non-coital love-making. 

The argument could well be made 
that the article needed to speak only to 
the potentially careless breeders that 
heterosexuals are. Lesbians and gay 
men who decide to parent often make 
the ecologically responsible choice to 
adopt, although this homophobic so- 
ciety makes it difficult. Having biological 
children is more logistically complica- 
tion and so is always done deliberately. 
In addition, gay men and lesbians al- 
ready know the techniques and pleasures 
so clinically described in the article. 

But if we're going to be clinical, let's 
not blindly rule out "genital-genital 
contact." It is only a penis and a vagina 
together that make babies. There are 
other meetings of genitalia which are 
quite safe. The descriptions of oral sex 
are similarly inaccurate in specifying 
the gender of both participants. The 
gender of the mouth doesn't matter. 

Why is this article so blatantly bi- 
ased? It could be that just as Stoddard 
points out that "Birth control groups 
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DEAR SHIT PER BRAINS... 
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may be extremely reluctant to promote 
oral sex... They worry that it could 
weaken their birth control credibility 
and lead to them being considered 
perverse," he is likewise afraid to asso- 
ciate his beloved oral sex with the spectre 
of homosexuality, preferring to forget 
how close Gommorah was to Sodom. 
This does us a double disservice. First, it 
makes the article alienating to lesbians 
and gay men who might otherwise find 
common cause with it. Second, it hides 
from interested readers two vast and 
exciting worlds of non-reproductive 
sexuality: lesbianism and male homo- 
^ sexuality. 

Choosing to be gay is choosing a 
Lyet more perfect method of birth con- 
^trol. Because no birth control method is 
^effective unless it is practiced absolutely 
^ , all the time, and among gommorahing 

^ , \j^ hets there must remain the temptation 
J \s) to make an exception every now and 
then and fuck, a temptaion that, even if 
^ resisted, must add an uneasy tension to 
J ^ the field of sexual play. But homosexu- 
al*' ality is a constant practice. It is not just 

^ ^ a method, it is a set of methods — or 
better, a context of love which needs no 
methods. There is no need to resist 
temptations or limit your imagination. 

n t There is no danger of accidental preg- 
A nancy. It's perfect. 

Except that, like any other healthy 
behavior, it's made difficult, if not al- 
ways illegal, by the earth destroying 
patriarchy. As radical environmental- 
ists, we should at least advocate the 
freedom to choose ecologically safe 
sexual orientations. Probably more 
people will end u p not having kids b v 
f cKPosinn ‘illUlTIosexualitv than will bv 
< glrobsin ^iffn-breedi ng he terosexuality 
f or ecologi c al reaso ns, s i mply~ because 
the former are allied with d^sire ^d the 
' Tatter'sometim es at od ds with it.^\ To 
ignore homosexuality i n an artic l e wh ere - 
IT iS Jiu clearly idlevaifTTs to miss a 
cE|ggg T-0 lelebiaic its virtues leCo T o gi- 
cally here) to a homophobic culture, 
celebrating freely chosen sexuality, on 
the other hand, undermines the domi- 
nant paradigm at one of its basic foun- 
dations. Let's do it! 

For all things wild and free, 
with love of the earth, 

— O. Wilde 


Dear Compost-cranium, 

This is in reply to "Feral Ape's" 
letter in Vol. XI, No. IV. AIDS is more 
than a whisper. When any species 
overpopulates, a predator/parasite is 
bound to come along to exploit the 
situation. AIDS targets primarily hu- 
mans engaged in reproductive behavior 
(sex), self-destructive behavior (addic- 
tion) and wounded individuals (blood 
recipients). Nature is cold. If you can't 
run with the pack, you die. However, 
compassion is also natural. Victims 
should be afforded all the comfort we 
can give. 

It's unnatural for a virus to kill off 
its host thus dooming itself. Given 
time, AIDS will evolve, like whooping 
cough, measles, and scarlet fever, into a 
less deadly form of the disease, the same 
time humans develop defenses. With 
the genetic material of five billion 
people, some of us must be immune. 

I have one other comment for "Feral 
Ape." S/he wants us to commit our 
unspeakable, unthinkable notions to 
print in this letters column. I remember 
guys like that during the Vietnam Wat 
protests. Perhaps "Federal Ape" is 0 / 
more appropriate alias. V 

—ROCKY RACCOON Norton, MA 



l! 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I agree withe the editors that "we 
should be beyond the point where we 
need peppy action glorifications for 
morale." For the most part, contributors 
to the Beltane issue seemed to agree, 
with some insightful and valuable cri- 
tiques. However, I was disappointed by 
the coverage of the hunt sabotage issue 
by Skwatter Rot. I participated in the 


Mojave hunt sab described, and have a 
different perspective and evaluation of 
that action and on the tone of the article 
in general. 

Being a newcomer to the hunt sab 
scene, I (naively?) understood the pri- 
mary purposes of sabbing the bighorn 
sheep hunt to be: 1) trying to stop the 
killing of the few Nelson bighorns in the 
area, and 2) spreading the word about 
the greed, macho-egotism and overall 
"domination over earth" anthropocen- 
tric aspects of hunting — especially tro- 
phy hunting of threatened species and 
slob “maim from the back of your 
pickup" pseudo-hunting tactics so 
prevalent today — in order to build an 
anti-hunting movement. 

Although I like to have fun and 
enjoy the close-knit community that 
develops in such acti ons as jmich-as 
anyone, and, being a Kropotkin-sty lej 
< 3 aarchist, appreciate thielinportantrole 
of developing such alternative com- 
munities, it had not been my impres- 
sion that we were doing it with a primary 
motive of having "a helluva lot of fun." 
Thus I am more critical of the action 
than Skwatter Rot, who has evidently 
been doing hunt sabs longer and has a 
different perspective, where small gains 
may look more like victory or accom- 
plishment. I appreciate the perseverance 
of those who have come back year after 
year. I want to be clear that I did have a 
lot of fun, really appreciated the hunt 
sab community in the Mojave, loved 
the Mojave itself and would like to 
participate again, but am concerned that 
the hunt sab was not anywhere near 
effective enough and should be given 
careful critique and effort towards its 
improved effectiveness. 

First, all that fun did not save a 
single bighorn sheep even though S. Rot 
characterized it as “our most effective 
sabbing in the field." 

Second, the macho tone of the ar- 


the field to cover gaps and vast territo- 
ries — a definite need I observed in the 
Mojave, but one that won’t be met with 
this kind of "outreach" that sabs itself. 
Less macho elitism could thus bring 
better results for both saving individual 
sheep and helping the movement grow 
against all the macho elites who now 
dominate and destroy the earth. 

Finally, hunt sabbers could have a 
little more care for "after the dust has 
settled" treatment of those who join 
them. Three of us were charged with 
"possession of non-game bird feathers" 
in obvious hunt sabotage harassment 
by the CA Dept of Squish and Maim. Yet 
these hunt sabbers received no signifi- 
cant assistance with legal ramifications 
until there was much prodding, and 
even yet two cannot come back iiito the 
Mojave to help for awhile due to one- 
and two-year probations handed down. 
They had to pay most Of their fines, 
interstate transportation to court, and 
legal phone costs themselves with no 
fundraising appeal made for them in 
the article. I wouldn't complain except 
this particular hunt sab had a lot of 
money available initially compared to 
most other EF! actions, individuals knew 
of the pending above-mentioned costs 
and lavishly spent all the remaining 
money on the bison hunt waiting game 
anyway, despite promises of assistance. 
This dampens the spirit of newcomers a 
bit. 

.^Desert Tortoise 

fog 'W&SiffA 

t Dear Mental Manure, l' L ' 

1 am one of those "radical anti- 
hunting/animal rights lunatics, " as well 
as a "nambi pambi bambi licker" that 
my namesake — Ramblin' Jim — rambles 

on about (Ostara 1991), 

, RaffTBlin', old son, where did you 
| ever learn to equate human hunters 
with natural predators? , Natural pred sj 


Dear Feco-cephalus: 

I'm into Earth Preservation, I'm into 
self preservation. So if I were to go out 
to "cripple the cattle industry" (An East 
Coast Supporter, March 20, 1991) I'd 
surely bring my shotgun and leave that 
Brucella behind. Some among the six 
species of Brucella can and do cause some 
nasty diseases in humans — fever, chills, 
sweats, weakness and fatigue, insomnia, 
sexual impotence, constipation, head- 
aches, joint pain, encephalitis, menin- 
gitis, and a host of other goodies. Most 
troublesome for nocturnal activists is 
the peculiar odor said to accompany 
brucellosis sweats... might make an easy 
find for some sniff-trained lawman. 

Even worse, wild and natural 
beasties including caribou, desert rats, 
wild bison (YES! cattle can transmit 
brucellosis to bison... shoot the cows, 
not the bison!, and carnivores or scav- 
engers that eat the brucella-infected 
abortus or afterbirth can acquire the 
infection from domestic critters. 

Best to keep it quick, sweet and 
simple — size out your steel shot and 
aim well; these cows are headed for 
slaughter anyways and in shooting them 
you can provide carrion for a few coy- 
otes, and maybe someday, a few lobos. 

STOP WELFARE RANCHING. SAVE 
THE. RANGE. 

— Doc Green 


tide and the great defensiveness of the r , ^ take only the weak & the sick, leaving j 
author in defending the cliquishness of ^ 6fiIV'tH6 biggfest is strongest toTrreed. l 
ahornnn Unctn.aH»rtum,iiH r— lumans are exactly the opposite in th eir 

| 5Roice of targets. This is what the hunt./ 
r — Saboteurs' are sabbin g agains t 
' “ I n June o f - f 99ty JimTus "bambi 


the hunt sab group. Most readers would 
not even have been aware of any elitism 
or insecurity complexes of the group) or 
criticisms of these, had not S. Rot said 
things like: "Hell, we're proud of our 
close-knit community and if sometimes 
our enthusiasm over it rubs people the 
wrong way, too bad,” and, at the end of 
the whole article, "Some people seem 
over-ready to believe we are a macho- 
infested gathering of out of control 
hormones. We're not." Great outreach 
to build the movement, that, for the 
article, with all its macho-isms too nu- 
merous to quote and the two macho 
cartoons, could raise suspidons that 
maybe it is indeed a "macho-infested 
gathering of out of control hormones." 
This disturbs me because it limits others' 
desire to participate, espedally women 
(of which I am one, and note: the most 
successful sabotage done, described in 
the opening paragraphs of the article, 
was accomplished by two women) and 
it is not fully representative of the group. 

In regards to discouraging people 
from participating, I would not have 
characterized the gathering as "sus- 
tained, hardcore, back-country anarchist 
boot camp." Indeed, many of the par- 
tidpants there were not in as good shape 
as I am but manage to partidpate. Most 
were refugee from dty life — maybe 
that's why the author considered it a lot 
more grueling than I did. And due to 
lack of adequate numbers of hunt sabbers 
and lack of new tactics or equipment to 
fit changing situations, many people 
spent hours dozing in the sun on top of 
hills, waiting for (probably forewarned) 
hunters to arrive who never came. For- 
tunately the around-the campfire at- 
mosphere was not like a bootcamp, but 
much warmer and more jovial while 
still sincere. So I encourage people to 
participate in hunt-sabs — women and 
macho-haters too— but I also encourage 
those speaking on behalf of hunt sabo- 
tage to be more self-critical and solicit 
new ideas on how to be more effective. 
One way is by having more people in 


lickers” in California passed Proposi- 
tion 11 7, outlawing the slaughter of our 
state's last great predator, the mountain 
lion (mine is the only western state to 
do so). 

RJ, native americans used to drive 
whole buffalo herds off cliffs, & killed 
off the mammoth, mastodon, 
sabretooth, american lion, dire wolf, 
teratom, giant sloth & giant beaver long 
before we white boys set foot on this 

side of th e A* -1 *”*'' — 

>T [suggest that Jim stop ramblin’ abb 

start reading — specifically a book! 
vritten by my fellow "lunatic" Ronj 
laker. It's called The American Hunting J 
/Myth. 

Thanks for your time. 

— James C link, Glendora, CA 


Dear SFB: 

Just a note to say that I am in total 
agreement with "Ramblin' Jim" in the 
letters section last EF! journal. The 
hunters and fishermen can be an ally in 
the cause to save our wildlife. There is 
nothing more fun than to create"” hate ’ 
and discontent" bet ween tfigsportsm an 
and the pubiic land g r acing welfar e 
rancKeTsT loggers,~andminers not t o 
mention the BLM and USFS. ^ t is rela- 
' tively easy to do and completely legal. 
Just attend all of the public meetings 
you can where the above entities will be 
present and point out to the sportsman 
that the ranchers, loggers, and miners 
are destroying wildlife habitat as fast as 
they can with the total blessing and * 
cooperation of the U.S. government. 
Also, write letters to newspapers on a 
tegular b asis concernin g-thifr.- -Divide 
and Conquer!!! 

—Colorado Coyote Hugger 


Dear Brains, 

This issue of whether or not it's 
okay to kill cows has been going on so 
long.... Without taking one side or 
another, it seems like to me that the Its- 
Not-The-Cow's-Fault faction should just 
consider for once what the poor little 
cows are going to go through if they 
don't get killed in the wild. I for one 
would rather get shot quickly and 
painlessly while roaming free in the 
National Forest, than to suffer the 
heartbreak of first being separated from 
my mom/kid (and believe me, they do 
cry when this happens), loaded into a 
crowded stinky truck to be driven 
hundreds of miles away, and then... 
well, you know what happens then. In 
case you don't, I'd recommend reading 
any accurate accounting of Auschwitz 
for a pretty good correlation. 

Personally, I feel like all you bleeding 
heart animal lovers — if you really care 
.about the cow's rights — oughta be taking! 
up arms and forming posses into the \ 
woods to off all the cows ASAP. For their 
own good. But please, do some target 
V practice first. For the cows' sake. 

■ — Someone 


Earth First!, 

YEAH! I finally got my tax return 
back and the first thing I want to do is 
resubscribe to your mag. 1 love it and 
eagerly look forward to receiving each 
and every issue. 

WASTELAND is my effort to in- 
form and awaken the sleepy public. It's 
a funky (yet fun!) eco-art gallery which 
I own and operate here in sunny (vet 
cold) Minneapolis. All the art I display 
here is made from recycled materials 
and deals with the subject matter of 
PLANET DEATH. Believe me, there’s 
alot of material to work with! 

I want you to know what an in- 
credibly valuable resource your maga- 
zine is for me. I mostly work alone, for 
long hours, trying to achieve the im- 
possible (and I get discouraged). But, 
when the mail man brings me Earth First! 
I'm not alone anymore!!! I realize that 
there's alot of people out there that feel 
like I do. Somehow it strengthens me 
and I earn’ the current issue with me 
proudly wherever 1 go. 

So please keep up the good work. 
The information you have to share is 
appreciated. 

— Nancy Walker 
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DEAR SHIT FER BRAINS ... 


Dear Earth First! J, 

Being sympathetic to the goals of 
Earth First! and also a summer laborer in 
Yellowstone, I read with interest the 
Dec. 21 article "The Yellowstone Refuse 
Company" by Scott Herring. Scott has 
identified some areas of concern to us 
employees, but he has done nothing to 
attempt to understand the problems, 
much less suggest workable solutions. 
What does Scott suggest be done with 
the outdoor toilets, serviceable lumber, 
signs, snowpoles, and piles of gravel 
and asphalt that must be kept some- 
place until needed? Should they be 
hauled out of the park and stored there 
until needed? At Lake we maintain an 
unsightly pile of scrap iron, useless 
plumbing, and many of the items Scott 
listed in his article. When enough accu- 
mulates for a truck load to be taken to 
Mammoth it is added to scrap metal 
from other park districts and sold for 
scrap. Does Scott suggest that every 
time we have a broken appliance, piece 
of pipe, or kitchen sink, that a special 
trip be made to Gardiner with it? 

Indeed there are “vast pits gouged 
into the earth by heavy equipment." 
These pits were sources of material for 
road construction, and many are pres- 
ently being filled with burnable debris, 
which, until it is binned when snow is 
on the ground, does look like a landfill. 
To repeat — are large pieces of broken 
concrete, lumber, and windfall trees 
supposed to be hauled 54 miles one way 
to be disposed of? No doubt Scott has 
workable solutions to these kinds of 
problems??? 

Scott states that these "dumps" 
contain garbage, which is not the case 
and is clearly an attempt to associate 
garbage-habituated animals with Park 
Service activities. The responsibility for 
such must be directed at park visitors 
who refuse to follow multiple remind- 
ers to feed no animals whatsoever. As to 
the statement about garbage coyotes 
attacking people, I would like to see 


some verification of such incidents. 

Yes, there are many service roads 
with locked gates. The article implies 
that they all lead to "dumps" but any- 
one can understand it would not be well 
to allow all visitors access to water sup- 
plies, power stations, roads no longer in 
use, and sewage treatment plants (or 
does Scott suggest raw sewage be put in 
baggies and carried out of the park?). 

The statement that Fishing Bridge 
campground is being used is in error, as 
it has not been used for two seasons and 
I personally helped remove some of thej 
facilities. It is this type of "journalism" 
that does much to defeat the laudable 
objectives of EF! 

Incidentally — a couple of years 
ago at Fishing Bridge there was a "dem- 
onstration" attributed to Earth First! — 
complete with spray-painted messages 
to Supt. Barbee. Some time after that 
incident I was picking litter in the area 
and ran across a number of spray cans 
(used) deposited in the weeds along the 
river. Very likely just a coincidence that 
they would be there — or has EF! joined 
the Yellowstone Refuse Company? 
—LOWELL BALTZ, Weyauweja, WI 


Dear Earth First, 

It was with great relief that I sent 
off for the "Less People, More Wilder- 
ness" stickers made available in your 
journal last year, for I thought it sig- 
nalled a decision to make human over- 
population a focus of Earth First! activi- 
ties. If anyone would display the 
strength and courage it takes to address 
this most fundamental environmental 
issue I thought it would be Earth First!. 
Yet I see very little emphasis given to 
population in your articles, and the great 
little stickers have disappeared. Too 
controversial? 

Humans present the greatest threat 
to the millions of other species that also 




Dear E.F., 

Here's an idea for what it's worth. Are you 

N 

N 

familiar with the vertical "No Trespassing” 

o 

signs? If some enterprising persons wanted to 
print up some I would order one hundred of the 
revised version. 

o 

T 

Here's the method of operation. We attach 

C 

r 

them (adhesive backs) to the 4x4 posts that 
support speed, curve, etc. traffic control signs. 

1 

e 

Preferably where a clear cut is visible. The idea 


s 

is to have them in place when the tourist season 

a 


starts. Rest areas, boat launches, picnic grounds 

r 

P 

are all good places as long as they are in the 


a 

proximity of a clear cutting area. They'll be 


s 

good for stapling to telephone polls and trees 

u 


too. Instead of "No Clearcutting" the sign 

t 

s 

could read "Stop Clearcutting" depending on 

f 

i 

the dimensional limitations and readability. 

l ; 

n 

The idea is to embarrass the establishments, 

i 

both government and private, who talk tourism 

n 

g 

out of one side of their mouths and encourage 

g 


Plum Creek out of the other. I'd like to know if 
anyone follows through on this. 


— OWEN Beric, Springdale WA 

P.S. Good for stapling to telephone poles and trees too. 
Let me know if anyone follows through on this 


inhabit this planet. The destruction of 
the ozone and rainforests, wildlife habi- 
tat destruction, ocean pollution and 
ocean desertification caused by over- 
fishing, extinction of species, air pollu- 
tion, and even women's rights abuse, 
child abuse and starvation are directly 
produced or influenced by human over- 
population and consumption. Unprec- 
edented levels of ecological destruction 
caused by the population explosion 
threaten the very existence of the rich 
diversity of life and the continuation of 
the life process for the 30 million species 
dependent on the biosphere. 

The world population was three 
billion in 1960 and is projected to be six 
billion in 1995. At this rate there will be 
ten billion in the year 2028. Though 
most of the growth will take place in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America, we must 
not feel that the US nor other industri- 
alized countries are exempt since we 
cause most of the damage to the bio- 
sphere. What good does it do to fight 
for species protection and old growth 
forests if we ignore the root cause of 
their demise? What will all our efforts 
lead to if people continue to breed with 
no regard for the Earth's carrying capac- 
ity? 

"Less people, more wilderness, 
more wildlife!" 

— Linda Zidell Minneapolis, MN 


Dear Shit for Brains, 

I've heard and read alot of flan 
about how dismal a failure Redwood 
Summer was last year so I thought I'd 
tell you one of the success stories that 
came out of it. 

Joe Carillo is a Native American 
from Porterville, CA who, with about 
nine other Natives, came up to the Se- 
quoia National Forest to bless the action 
and to tell us that we had the support of 
the Natives in the area. He also told me 
that he wanted to hold a meeting be- 
tween the Native American spiritual 
people in California and the environ- 
mental people to come to a common 
understanding of our spiritual and 
physical interconnectedness, to join 
forces with the environmental people 
and to form a strategy by which we 
could forge ahead as a stronger, more 
unified movement. 

1 came away from there knowing 
that if we could join forces with the 
Native Americans we would be a more 
formidable force. 

When I got back home I formed an 
organization called Alliance For Earth 


and set up our first intercultural envi- 
ronmental council which was held at 
the end of September, and though small 
it began bringing environmentalists 
and Natives together. Itwasgoodtosee 
people from Greenpeace, Sierra Club, 
EF!, and others working together on 
issues of common concern. 

Our next council, which is to be 
held on August 9,10, and 1 1 of this year 
at Ya-Ka-Ama Indian Development 
Center in Forestville, CA, will deal more 
directly with issues such as the Klamath 
River watershed, Coastal Hotsprings 
and the Sinkyone Wilderness. 

For more information please call 
me at (707) 874-2313 or write to me at 
13240 Frati Ln., Sebastopol, CA 95472. 
As usual, and like everyone else, we 
could use some help with our project. 
— Tim Carnahan, Alliance For Earth- 


Dear Shit Fer Brains 

The definition of the word recycle is 
the reuse of something discarded. Our 
society is one of great waste and greed. 
The form of recycling I engage in most 
often is the salvage of usable items other 
people have discarded. I recommend 
this mode of recycling to anyone that 
choose or is forced to live in one of these 
festering Hell-holes we choose to call 
cities. Most cities and suburbs can be 
Trashed (i.e. "Recycled") effectively from 
a bike. I have not bought a single article 
of clothing in over three years. All the 
clothing I wear is economically friendly, 
regardless of origin, since all would have 
contributed to societiesjnidden-heaps 
had not I intervened.(1f at all possible 
reuse this societies waste. It is an action 
neither noble or illegal but it makes a 
hell of a lot of sense! 

— John Chubb 


Earth 1st, 

A suggestion to help your op- 
position to the U.S. Forestry Service’s 
loss sales of timber; namely are those sale 
contracts valid? 

Absent criminal duress, in the 
U.S. sellers seek a profit. .Contracts 
otherwise could suggest incompetence 
&/or criminal action. Either factor 
should void such present or past con- 
tracts plus suggest the possible need for 
investigation by appropiate agencies & 
even potential future criminal prosecu- 
tion. 

— E. Scollin, Carbondale, IL 
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East Fork Update 


Amex Action Evaluation 


BY MS 

Most EFIers have at least heard about the 
American Express (AMEX) action after the Activist 
Conference last November. I've written the fol- 
lowing not as a news story, but as one analysis of 
the action so that we can learn from our past. 
Realize that this is only one person's perception. 
Overall: The objective and the action's intent 
were sound. A small campaign had started to put 
pressure on AMEX to withdraw from participa- 
tion in building a mega-ski resort. The activists 
decided that educating AMEX employees might 
be a good way to apply pressure from a yet- 
un tried direction. In fact, a few months later, an 
AMEX spokesperson announced that the com- 
pany is considering withdrawing from the proj ect! 
The Prep: The absolute weakest aspect of this 
action was the prep. We were pretty burnt out 
from meetings, having just sat through three 
days of them. And we were pretty cocky too — 
perhaps we thought that we'd all been to numer- 
ous actions and countless preps, and we didn't 
really need (read: want) to spend too much time 
on this "small'' detail. 

We did decide that the action would be a 
"Fun & Run," with no arrests.. .hence, no arrest 
prep!! Mistake! All actions are potential arrest 
situations; even distant support people can get 
nabbed. Always spend some time on "What if you 
get nailed." 

The other significantly weak part of the prep 
was detailing the plan, especially with regards to 
our means, or tools. There was no agreement 
within the group as to a few of the more visual 
aspects of the demo: some people brought snow, 
others marking pens, and someone even carried 
a used tampon to spread the "Save the East Fork!" 
message to the office walls and floors. 

Using these items most likely resulted in 
more arrest hassle and harsher treatment from 
the Sheriff and DA. Some of the AMEX 17 felt 
"ripped off" by those doing things not agreed to 
in advance, while others defended the visual 
alterations as minor; Arapahoe County simply 
overreacted, they said. The thing to learn is, even 
in a "no-arrest" situation, get agreement from 
others when using property-altering tactics. 
Logistics: Though departure for the action was 
delayed for an hour by slow-boat activists eating 
breakfast, the logistics went OK. A quasi-accurate 
rdad map was handed out, rides arranged, and a 
pre-action meeting place chosen. We parked in 
a lot whose building was under construction, so 
no one's car got towed (even after sitting there 
overnight). 

The down-side was that the lot was right 
across the street from AMEX. We should have 
parked somewhere that employees and/or cops 
would have trouble finding the cars. 

The Action: Things seemed to go OK. There was 
significant hooting and howling, as well as a lot 
of flyers being handed out to employees. Un- 
fortunately, our signal that it was time to go — a 
lifeguard whistle — didn't move the EFIers out of 
the building fast enough. We were just having 
too much fun — after all, this was Corporate Fall, 
wasn't it??H 

This inertia resulted in the Sheriff getting on 
the scene in time to arrest seventeen of us. Some 
chose to run away, and only one got caught. 
Running might be an OK strategy, but getting 
caught usually results in harsher penalties.. .so if 
you run, escape!! 

The Arrest: There are two rules to remember 
when arrested: 1) SHUT UP, & 2) COPS LIE. Shut 
up means don't talk to cops or to each other when 
around cops. This includes jailers, clerks, trust- 
ees, etc. It may relieve tension, but it can only 
hurt your situation. If you are read your Miranda 
rights ( not an automatic occurrence), you will 
usually then be asked to waive them in order to 
"tell your side of it" to a friendly detective. 

Why would want to do this??? She/He will 
not be swayed by your politics; his/her job is to 
gather evidence to be used against you!! If the cop 
is really interested in EF!, invite him/her out for 
a beer after you're done with the "justice" sys- 
tem. With our arrest, a number of "the leaders" 
were given this treatment. Fortunately, most 
chose to SHUT UP, and those that didn't appear 


to not have hurt themselves or others. 

COPS LIE: They are under no obligation to 
tell you any truth, and frequently will lie to get 
your cooperation. Do not believe what cops say, ' 
but also do not call them liars, etc. Just be polite 
and constantly ask for your lawyer. Cops lied to 
us repeatedly, again with only apparently minor 
side effects. We were lucky. 

The Charges: Because they're almost always 
reduced, charges are somewhat meaningless. 
Unfortunately, they do determine your bail. We 
got charged with felonies, which initially meant 
a $5,000 bail each. This meant that most people 
had to spend five days in jail until the first 
appearance before the judge when charges were 
reduced, resulting in an affordable bail. If you get 
arrested on a Friday, it's possible that you could 
spend up to six days in jail before your charges are 
(hopefully) reduced. 

The Result: Three people agreed to an early plea 
bargain with hefty penalties, but most held out 
for a jury trial. So far, four defendants have pled 
guilty to 3rd degree misdemeanor trespass and 
paid a $35 fine. Unfortunately, there are still 
three folks with felony charges; stay tuned. In 
our cases so far, holding out until the last minute 
seems to be paying off. 

A jury trial can be quite a crap shoot. Even 
if you honestly didn't do anything , it only takes 
a few lies from one witness and you're found 
guilty! There's also the possibility — sometimes 
remote, sometimes not — that a fellow activist 
will accidentally or consciously implicate you in 
activities that you may or may not have done. 
Jail Support: As most of you know, getting 
arrested is a lot of work not only for arrestees, but 
also for the folks outside. Though unplanned, 
our jail support was excellent. It was almost a one 
hundred mile round-trip to the jail from Boulder, 
but EFIers visited whenever possible. Questions 
were answered and messages passed along. Bail 
money was raised, and we got out as soon as 
possible. In addition, some folks were busy with 
the phones, getting the news out around the 
country about AMEX and East Fork. The na- 
tionwide boycott of AMEX was on! 

For a summary of "action shit-to-remem- 
ber," consult the AMEX article in the December 
21, 1990 issue of the (other) journal. And as 
always, please send donations to Colorado EF!, 
POB 1166, Boulder, CO, 80306. 



Telescopes Dealt A 


BY B. Bear & M. Graham 

The proponents of the Mount Graham 
project woke up on the morning of April 10 and 
learned that the Ninth Circuit Court had issued 
a restraining order on them and the Smithsonian 
had been advised to move their telescope to 
Mauna Kea in Hawaii instead of Mount Graham. 

CASTLE CRUMBLING 

A 15 member Smithsonian scientific panel 
recommended moving the Institute's 6 dish ra- 
dio telescope project from Mount Graham to 
Mauna Kea in Hawaii. The recommendation was 
sent to the SI in DC and the Smithsonian's Board 
of Regents is going to make a decision this May. 
You can write to the Smithsonian at 1000 
Jefferson Drive, Washington, D.C. 20560, or call 
them at (202) 357-1846 and ask what's up! 

LAW.. .WHAT LAW ? 

The Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, on April 


If you're at least semi-awake, you're aware 
that American Express wants to build an enor- 
mous ski resort in prime griz habitat in south- 
western Colorado. The biggest news is that 
there's been two confirmed lynx sightings!! 
Though not federally listed, the lynx is a state- 
listed endangered species. Now is the time to get 
the Division of Wildlife to live up to its name!! 

Dr. Tony Povolitis, among others, is cam- 
paigning to protect the lynx federally. There may 
not be enough time for the East Fork Lynx. 

How many other sensitive species live in this 
beautiful valley? A concurrent study is searching 
for wolverine. The required elk study isn't being 
done by McCarthy/ AMEX for the time being. 
"It's too expensive!" they whine. 

The time for action is ever-present. Plan 
your work and work your plan . Not only can your 
efforts protect the East Fork valley, they can 
protect Colorado native species from extinction! 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiimniiiii 



HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

GET YOUR AMEX BOYCOTT MATERIALS! ! 

(P.S. They're EBEEli) 

That's right, while they last, we'll mail you 

lots of stuff to aid the American Express 

boycott ... for free! (We accept donations, of 

course). Choices include: 

(Quantity ) 

BOYCOTT AMERICAN EXPRESS! ! rubber 

stamps: Imprint your favorite credit 
card applications. 

"De-Business" cards: Carry in your 

wallet and hand them out to your Yuppie 
friends. They explain the boycott on 
one side with the AMEX Skull on the 
other. 

AMEX Skull agitators. 

Packet for photo-copying. Enlist local 

merchants in the campaign! 

COLO. EF! ' PO 1166 * BOULDER, CO 80306 

llllllllllimillllllllllllllllMMIIHIIIIH 


T-SHIRTS 

Two-»kJed design: 
artwork on front 
printed text of 
■Your Legal Rights’ 
on backl 

Short sleeved. 100% cotton 
Colors: white or light blue 
Sizes: S M L XL 
' $12 postpaid 

Colorado Earth Flrstl 
c/o Chris 
302 27th St 
Boulder, CO 80303 
Bulk orders call 
303-499-6310 

Proms pay Amax 17 legal costa 


Double Blow 



9th, tossed the Mount Graham lawsuit back in 
hands of US District Judge Alfredo Marquez of 
Tucson. The entire project is on hold until 
Marquez rules on two of the nine points of the 
case. 

STAY TUNED 

We here on the Mount Graham front wel- 
come this news but have been here before. That ’s 
why we call it the Mount Graham Rollercoaster. 
There is still much work to be done and the 
Mountain needs your support. The snow is 
melting fast. 

Please call the Mount Graham Hotline at 
(602) 629-9200 for daily updates on what's going 
on and how you can help from your local area, or 
write AZEF!, PO Box 3412, Tucson, AZ 85712. 

Last but not least come visit the Mountain. 
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Civil Disobedience: An Urgent Critique 


By Erik Ryberg 

It is my feeling that since our 
battles on behalf of wilderness and 
biodiversity are of such an urgent 
nature we would do well to pause 
once in awhile to evaluate the 
methods we employ, to consider 
with a clear head the options avail- 
able, and to debate with care and 
without hy perbole wha t effects 
/W^ ve hatL -^Mv own expgTfenc* 
/with civil disobedience, in thq 
/ Northwest, during Redwood Sum 
/ mer, and most recently on Mt. Gra- 
ham, has given me cause to ponder 
\ this-taeticand at times to questio: 
‘tU Allow m^t Q present 

ing, and you can judge for youself: 
1 . First, can anyone deny that civil 
disobedience today is a very regi- 
mented procedure for which the 
rules are known, the outcome is 
never a surprise, and the roles and 
players are easily identified? Does 
anyone really think that CD pro- 
vides a challenge to authorities, 
that it disrupts the workings of de- 
velopment, that is undermines the 
powerful, that is puts into question 
the legitimacy of progress? Isn't it 
instead the case that CD has be- 
come nothing more than a ritual of 
^dissent Which raises no questions// a 
game which holds no surprises, a 
compulsive societal twitcfiTthat 
contuses no one, "su bverts no thing, 
and wnich In pra cti ce does as m uch 
to legi ti mize p ower as it does to 
undermi ne it? Isn't it possible to 
interpret the phenomenon of CD as just 
one more appendage to development, 
one more part of the process of hack- 
ing down redwoods or extinguish- 
ing species habitat or poisoning 
wetlands? Hasn 't CD finally be - 
come subsum ed' by the deve lop- 
ment process, become notan im - 
passe but merely one more stop on 
_the landraper's checklist? v .Is CD 
m5W an uigjllic part ot decimatin g 
the wildT'Can it be that by chaining 
ourselves to trees we are actually 
just inserting ourselves in the pro- 
cess of development rather than 
opposing it from without ? ^ 

Well, maybe that's stretching it. 
Maybe CD can still throw a 
monkeywrench here and there, but 
I believe, perhaps wrongly, that we 
have reached the point of diminish- 
ing return with CD as it is practiced 
now by Earth First!. I believe that 
CD can be seen as just one more 
thing that our culture does in order 
to enable itself to continue wiping 
out the wild with a clear conscience. 
I believe that CD is a part of the 
cultural "us" which always surfaces 
but which we rarely have trouble 
looking away from. And I believe 
that it is time to change that. We 
EFIers can't allow ourselves to be co- 
optea ana suosumed by a smaller 
game; that is, we cannotafiow our- 
selves in our oppositioirWbFjust 
anotner tree which any logger can 
chop, just another pond any official 


k 



can poison, just anofhFr EFier any 
cop can a nes j. We must en s ure llia r 
wilderness~3estruction is never 
easy. We must ensure that our op- 
p osition to a project prod uces-COlF' 
flict, problems, tan gl es; we must 
guarantee our targets some sl eepless 


It has become easy for the vari- 
\ ous authorities to deal with us. We 
\ chain ourselves to such and such a 
Wader, they arrive with oxy-acety- 
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lene, cut us free, throw us in jail for 
a night, charge us shitloads of 
money, we pay and are released, 
g nd we xlaim victo ryior-/ldelaying" 
them a minute, an hour, a day . But 
the grove falls, the road is built, the 
pond is poisoned. It's a game, isn 't 
it?^tTTTTfuaTthat makes us feel 
/good, makes us feel like we "put our 
j bodies on the line," makes us feel 
/ like we made a sacrifice, makes us 
feel like we did everything we could 
to save those trees, that pond, or in 
my own recent experience, that 
\ mountain top—Rut>4 id w e? — 

O^ike Graham, at this point, 
gruffly urges me to recall that often, 
even usually, CD is the culmination 
of weeks, months, and years of 
hard, careful, and often boring 
work exposing the issues, filing ap- 
peals, writing letters, visiting vari- 
ous Officials. Mike of course is cor- 
rect-but read on, won't you?) 

^ZTl believe that when we speak of 
putting our bodies on the line, 
when after our arrest we rejoice in 
our higher moral ground, rejoice in 
the way we "held them off," rejoice 
in the "prison crowding" which 
resulted, in the media attention re- 
ceived, when we speak of these 
things we do so out of a perhaps 
necessary fantasy, and at the pos- 
sible expense of a clear picture of 
what really took place. All too often 
what takes place is tffaTwe volun - 
teer as cannon fodder and then we 
"a gree to sign over a hn nrhxSjnonev 
'ToThe people who shot cann ons a t 
tis.w ve need, i think, to realize that 
when this is the case, CD has 
backfired. CD is not a guaranteed 
success. 

CD is done for a cause, not for 
the individual practicing CD. CD is 
not used in order to elevate an in- 
dividual morally; it is used as a 
means to bring about sensible and 
thoughtful behavior on the part of 
its targets. CD is a too l. To see it as 
a sacrifice or as a lifesf yfeT ytcn Mrasg 
lt~meT5Th-erfools, CD is not uni- 
versally appropriate, although an 
experienced handler can use it with 
more finesse and versatility than an 
inexperienced one. And, like other 
tools, it can wear out. 

3. Martin LutKer King jr.: "Non- 
violent Direct Action seeks to create 
such a crisis and establish such 
creative tension that a community 
that has constantly refused to ne- 
gotiate is forced to confront the 
issue. It seeks to dramatize the issue 
so that it can no longer be ignored." 

There was a time when chaining 
oneself to a grader was sufficient to 
create a crisis, but that time now has 
largely passed. Increasingly, the 
authorities are ready for us, and 
nowadays the confrontation seems 
all too often to be limited to a few 
tense moments with an irate logger. 

For these reasons I submit that it 
is time to play at non-violent CD 
with increased expertise, creativity, 
and commitment. I submit it is 
time we skip the nonsense about 
putting our lives on the line, about 
preferring "death" to project X, 
about "holding them off" for so 
many hours or days or minutes with 
our bicycle locks. It is time we learn 
to dispense with the heroics and 
evaluate our actions sensibly and 
strategically. It is time we have a 
mind for what will advance the is- 


sue and not merely with what we as 
individuals are prepared to endure 
(i.e. jail and fine) to show our oppo- 
sition to the project in question. 
We must evaluate our actions in 
terms of the crisis we can create 
around the issue. We must act in 
ways which will disturb and con- 
fuse the authorities. We must act so 
that we cannot be ignored. 

ed. note: As of Thursday, April 
1 8th, Erik Ryberg began serving up to 
70 days in Graham County fail for his 
part in defending Mt. Graham from the 
onslaught of tunnel-visioned 
astronocrats. His address is: Graham 
County fail, 523 10th Ave, Safford, AZ 
85546. The County judge has ruled 
that Erik must not only serve time, but 
also pay a fine. Erik included this 
postscript to us with the submission of 
this article: 

Now: I tried (believe me, I 
tried) to put in here something 
about my choice to go to jail rather 
than pay my fine on Mt. Graham as 
an effort to live up to what I say in 
this article; that is I believe that I 
can contribute to the "crisis" by 
forcing the issue through my incar- 
ceration, by demonstrating that if 
they want to break the law and put 


scojpes up there then they are going 
to have to lock up physically a por- 
tion of the population: Me. I see 
going to jail as one "solution" to the 
problems I bring up in the article; 
jail is a way to up the ante, to make 
f bigger nuisance. But in the article 
always came out sounding too 
reroic and self-serving. 

But you understand, I hope, 
(that it's in my best interests, at least, 
I for people to know this, to know 
that I'm not just some dickhead 
throwing gratuitous criticism at ev- 
erybody in sight. So, if you want, 
feel free to do my self-serving for me 
(I guess that's what I'm saying, re- 
ally). I just couldn't get it into the 
article and I think it's important. 

d\ 
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The non-nonviolence guidelines . 

1. Maintain an attitude. 

2. Do not carry weapons unless you know how to use them. 

3. If you don't have a good story, run. 

The problem of nonviolence. 

Nonviolence has plagued us for decades . Has it ever brought 
us closer to wildness, freedom, and peace? Certainly the world 
has only grown more civilized, controlled and industrial. 
Nonviolence as practiced in this country only reaffirms the 
disempowerment of the individual, the glorification of suffer- 
ing, the privilege of the white uppermiddle class, and the 
habits of obedience to authority in all its forms. We need to 
disassemble civilization, and do it soon. Clearly nonviolence 
isn't the answer. Its time to seek creative alternatives. 

The non-nonviolent response . 

Non-nonviolence seeks to undo the damaging passivity that 
nonviolence has wrought . N-nv is dynamic and creative . Rather 
than waiting to deliver yourself into the hands of the cops, you 
run. Stay free and do more. N-nv avoids rules and so never 
divides people into the true practitioners vs. the infidels. In 
non-nonviolence, nothing is sacred. We will do what we need to, 
in the words of the great non-nonviolent activist Malcolm X, "by 
whatever means necessary." 

The tradition of non-nonviolence . 

Non-nonviolence has been practiced for centuries, perhaps 
millennia, by disempowered people seeking to assert their 
autonomy. In this century the peoples of many countries have 
used non-nv to end colonialism. In India, for example, radical 
groups blew up trains, killed British military personnel, and 
sabotaged British business and industry until finally the 
British withdrew and India was autonomous. In our own country 
many groups, from the revolutionary soldiers to the wobblies, 
practiced non-nonviolence. One of the most striking and effec- 
tive examples of recent times was the civil rights/ black power 
movement . Through the practice of n-nv in groups such as the 
Panthers and as a whole, blacks we r enable to undo much of the 
oppression which they had suffered for years . 

Non-nonviolence and You . 

Though non-nonviolence can be practiced in small groups and 
perhaps ultimately as a mass movement, it basically depends on 
individual action. It is people like you practicing n-nv, who 
taken collectively can make a difference. Find out about the 
techniques of non-nonviolence, and think up new ones. The go 
into the forest, or the desert, or the office building, and do 
what you need to do. You don't need to tell anyone about it, 
because non-nonviplent action isn't dependent of media coverage 
or public image . , It depends simply on the strength and truth of 
the action, and you. 

"NO ONE WAY WORKS, it will take all of us 
shoving at the thing from all sides 
to bring it down." 

a flyer posted anonymously at Redwood Suummer 




"Misanthropy or No - Where Does it Go? 


n 


By Todd Shuman 

(ed. note - This essay came out of a series 
of discussions Todd had with activists 
who were present at Redwood Summer, 
and who were appalled at how many trees 
were cut down in spite of the hundreds of 
organizers in the area.) 

The "Misanthropy or No" debate 
rages in my head as I wander through 
Ed Abbey's old stomping grounds in 
Canyonlands. My take on this debate 
is that the opposing viewpoints are 
not mutually exclusive. Homo sapiens 
is responsible for widespread ecologi- 
cal destruction, commencing with the 
onslaught of agriculture, yet really 
going way back to the prehistoric 
slaughter of large mammals. How- 
ever, the reign of the affluent, white 
male elite has been marked by expo- 
nential increases in the rate of eco- 
logical destruction, especially during 
the post-World War n period. It must 
also be remembered that the ecologi- 
cally destructive elite groups from Ja- 
pan, Brazil, El Salvador, etc. only exist 
because of the crucial economic, po- 
litical, and military aid that has been 
provided by the affluent white male 
elite of North America and Europe. 

Nevertheless, the debate seems to 
have danced around a more crucial 
issue for me: the relationship between 
worldview and strategic action. This is 
unfortunate as both the "misan- 
thropic" and "white male" models 
suggest very specific types of strategic 
action — indeed, they suggest pre- 
cisely the forms of action that have 
polarized Earth First! in the past. 

Misanthropists, of course, take a 
dim view of the human species in 
general, though exceptional individu- 
als may provide more help than harm 
to the Earth. Since Homo sapiens in 
general is rotten, general appeals to its 
members are likely to fall on deaf ears. 
Efforts to generate mass support are 
likely to fail. Hence, the best that can 
be hoped for is action by exceptional 
individuals that will limit the damage 
caused by the existence of Homo sapi- 
ens. It is easy to see how the misan- 
thropic world view logically leads to a 
preference for the strategic approach 
of monkeywrenching, the recourse of 
the exceptional individual or small 
group. 

Judi Bari (and others of her persua- 
sion), on the other hand, is trying to 
incorporate a variety of different so- 
cial groups into the effort to save the . 
Earth. Naturally, such a task is made 
difficult if those target social groups 
keep hearing that they are just another 
part of the rotten human species. 
Consequently, Bari's approach must 
be one that emphasizes how a particu- 
lar social group has been giving the 
rest of us a bad name. If we emphasize 
the irresponsibility of the affluent 
white male elite, then we have a rea- 
sonable chance of gaining the support 
of all those other social groups. It is 
easy to see how the demands of 
building a broad movement have 
given rise to a world view quite differ- 
ent from that of the misanthrope. 

So, when you really look at what is 
at stake in this debate, you see that 
much of it boils down to the old 
question of monkeywrenching versus 
mass non-violent disobediance, with 
neither side really engaging the key 
issue: they are both theoretically 
shadow-boxing around the question 
of strategy. 

In the rest of this essay, I want to 
engage directly the question of strat- 


egy, and I want to do so while 
avoiding the dichotomy of either/ 
or. I feel that both types of action 
(and their accompanying world 
views) are useful, though each is 
more useful at some times rather 
than at others. 

I think we need to discern the 
conditions under which mass- 
based non-violent civil action is 
both possible and effective. Con- 
versely, we should explore for con- 
ditions under which 
monkeywrenching might be less 
useful, even counterproductive. Fi- 
nally, we should then evaluate past 
Earth First! strategy in light of such 
theory. 

Such a task is daunting, but it 


lent opposition from the white 
southern working class and its allies 
in the local political establishments, 
did not face severe resistance from 
the planter-merchant class that had 
called the shots in the South ever 
since it erected "Jim Crow." This 
elite class was relatively indifferent 
to the struggles of the 1950s and 
1960s, probably because the rapid 
postwar mechanization of the cot- 
ton and tobacco industries had re- 
duced the planter-merchant's de- 
pendence upon massively indebted 
black sharecroppers. By the late 
1950s, this extremely powerful class 
had little to lose in the second eman- 
cipation of blacks, and it did little to 
exert such power in comparison to 
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needs to be done. I am going to 
contribute by offering a rudimen- 
tary analysis concerning the mass, 
non-violent movement part of the 
equation, at the considerable risk of 
putting my foot in my mouth and 
kicking. 

Mass-based movements relying 
on non-violent civil disobedience 
have been successful in the past. 
Five movements obviously come to 
mind: Gandhi's non-violent move- 
ment in India during the 1920s and 
1930s, the Filipino "people's 
power" movement, the black civil 
rights movement during the 1960's 
and 1970s, and a number of non- 
violent revolts in Eastern Europe in 
1989. In none of these cases, how- 
ever, did the most powerful seg- 
ments of the economic/ political/ 
military elite exert a unified, force- 
ful opposition to the mass-based 
movements. 

In India, nationalist merchants 
and industrialists were a key con- 
stituent group of Gandhi's mass 
non-violent movement. In fact, 
Gandhi's particular social vision 
was only mildly critical of (and 
hardly threatening to) the land- 
lords who were ruthlessly exploit- 
ing the peasantry. Similarly, much 
of the indigenous Filipino business 
class (as well as many high level 
military officers) lent valuable sup- 
port to the non-violent overthrows J 
of Marcos, whose personal manage- 
ment of the economy had denied 
much of this class a share in the 
spoils. 

The black civil rights move- 
ment in the US, while facing viru- 


what it had done during the previ- 
ous 50 years. Added to this relative 
indifference was the substantial 
support and cultivation of black po- 
litical motivation by the Demo- 
cratic Presidents, who wished to in- 
corporate blacks into the Demo- 
cratic Party further. 

The US anti-war movement of 
the 1960s, while not successful in 
actually stopping the Vietnam War, 
was successful in constraining the 
actions of the Johnson and Nixon 
administrations. The achievement 
of mass, non-violent resistance un- 
doubtedly facilitated a major divi- 
sion among the economic/political 
elite that led first to the destruction 
of the Johnson administration and 
later to substantial media opposi- 
tion to the Nixon war effort. The 
combination of mass movements, 
media opposition, and a divided 
business community prevented 
Nixon from escalating the war even 
further through the introduction of 
more troops and nuclear weapons 
into the conflict. 

Finally, the 1989 non-violent 
revolutions in Eastern Europe were 
allowed, perhaps even encouraged, 
by the only elite who really mat- 
tered — that is, the one who exerted 
authority over the Soviet military 
forces policing Eastern Europe. 

Clearly, successful nnn-vinlpn^ 
mov ements have nearly always ! 
beetr~dependent upon either the 
coop ting, inditterence7 nr paralysis ; 
Cftfuf relevant institutional elite. \ 
Other conditions/ot course, are also 
important, but they also often fa- 
cilitate movement success by gener- 


ating division (and hence, relative 
paralysis) within the ranks of the 
elite. In particular, the progression 
from non-violent resistance to sub- 
stantial violent revolt often disinte- 
grates the solidaristic opposition of 
the elite. In the cases of India and 
the black resistance of the 1960s, 
rural and urban violent revolt ter- 
rified certain sectors of the political 
elite into accommodating some of 
the demands of the overall resis- 
tance movements. Concerning the 
former, peasant rebellion weakened 
the resolve of the British political 
elite to hold onto India as a colony. 
Concerning the latter, the urban 
riots of the later 1960s prompted a 
massive expansion in the distribu- 
tion of state material benefits to 
destitute blacks. In any case, .any 
movement needs to fractu re the 
ability of the elite to marshal fully 
the resources of the state arid the 
economy if it is to have a chance of _ 
success. Without such a prospect, a 
non-violent movement of resis- 
tance is likely to fall short of 
achieving its goals. 

So the question is: Were the 
conditions propitious for generat- 
ing such elite paralysis, and hence, 
accommodation to the demands of 
the Redwood Summer movement? 

I do not know, but I suspect not. 
Even though the bombing ruined a 
great start, I still think that the pros- 
pects for success were slim at best. 

First of all, the economic/politi- 
cal elite showed no sign of yielding 
its intransigent and unified opposi- 
tion to significant forest protection. 
Secondly, a rapid growth in support 
for forest protection from the tim- 
ber-dependent regional working 
class was unlikely to occur. Only a 
gigantic inflow of outsiders devoted 
to mass-based non-violent civil dis- 
obedience would have been able to 
"shake down" the elite into delay- 
ing or slowing the timber-cutting 
plans. Yet it was clearly unrealistic 
to expect that such numbers could 
be mobilized in such a short time, 
given the population's relatively 
light absorption of environmental 
ethics,^ ^ ot suipiisingly t l 
f wo'od aummerjjli d not st op, of even 
slow down the cutting, with the 

the 


exception.^A- 

While the education 


lucational value of 
the effort cannot be overstated, nor 
the political utility of nonviolence 
(in relation to the statewide forest 
initiatives) doubted, the fact re- 
ma ins that the socia l conditidnsTor 
effective mass-based non-violent 
action did not exist 


Mbnkeywrenchers spiking TrS^s 
not organizers working phones 
were the key to the survival of tht 
redwoo d forests in North ern Cali- 
fornia. f And Redwood Summer, 
through its focus on organizing 
massive non-violent resistance, de- 
pleted an overall movement energy 
Su pply (fiat could have saved quite 
fa few trees had it h°°p channelled/ 
Untojn-n lrnYrrnrhir 

Well, I am done. As you can see,' 
I am begging for an argument. I 
hope that all you Redwood Summer 
supporters and monkeywrenching 
foes are sufficiently pissed off toj 
respond. The movement needs this 
kind of stuff to be aired directly, not 1 
indirectly, as in the past. 
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WOMB returns the screw to USFWS. 

Return of Wrathful and Outraged Mothers 
for Biodiversity 


Time To Declare It 
Mussel Beach 

By Priscilla Pinecone 

Nine of the faithful from Big River Earth 
First!, including two endangered species — the 
Pink Mucket and a rare moss — went calling one 
very good Friday. We called on the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources in St. Louis 
County and later at the EPA Information shed 
(trailer, actually) located on the site at Times 
Beach in the Meramac River floodplain. 

With wit, with costumes (less than realistic, 
but more than fun) and with a photographer, we 
took all the facts and figures we could muster and 
went to muddy up the waters a bit. The protest 
concerned the construction of a "temporary" 
(Ha! Who'd believe that one?) incinerator which 
is to be built at Times Beach. Times Beach, you'll 
recall, is a ghost town made when dioxin-con- 
taminated oil was sprayed on the roads for dust 
control. People were eventually moved out, 
homes bought up, and the area fenced off, but the 
problem just keeps festering. What to do, what to 
do? The current plan is to wash and then burn 
the dioxin contaminated soil in this "temporary" 
incinerator and store the ash on the site and cover 
it over. On a floodplain? Yes, on the floodplain 
along the Meramac River. Home to the Pink 
Mucket, Lampsilis ahrupta, a Federal endangered 
species of freshwater mussel. 

The Pink Mucket is very rare, found in only 
about twelve sites, mostly in the Ohio River, but 
the Meramac River population is probably the 
most hearty. A filter feeder, the mussel can't 
tolerate silt. The river could well silt up due to 
incinerator construction and operation when 
over 100,000 tons of soil are hauled into or dug 
up for incineration and storage at Times Beach. 
The moss is similarly endangered. 

We went: 

•to promote biodiversity and protect endangered 
species 

•to voice our concerns for those who can't speak 
and weren't consulted 

•to express our outrage that dioxin contami- 
nated soil will be brought in from 29 other sites 
in Missouri to be processed at Times Beach 
•to protest dioxin contaminated soil's being 
brought in by unregulated trucks (trucks that 
don't go home empty) travelling on the same 
roads we use in our daily meanderings and pur- 
poseful journeys 

•to holler out loud and clear that this is not the 

proper use of the country — as the dumping 

grounds for anyone's waste 

•to question the safety of toxic waste incinerators 

— if they're safe, put 'em on the White House 

lawn 

•to express indignity that Syntax will make its 
second profit off this — the same company that 
caused the problem (gave out the oil for dust 
control) will run the incinerator for another 
profit 

•to verbalize worries that the incinerator will be 
run as a business (instead of as a public utility 
directly responsible to the people it impacts) with 
cost cutting, cheapest possible methods and 
equipment to deliver the largest possible profit 
instead of the greatest safety (for all species) 

•to roar downwind our grief that no environ- 
mental impact study was done. 

Pink Mucket, beautiful green moss, and me. 
It's so sad. From this valley we all may be goin'. 



"Michael Spear screwed us on Mt. Graham" 
we cried. Passersby had only to look at us to know 
it was true — we all looked about twelve months 
pregnant. We stood sweetly on the comer with 
our banner and our aching backs; but inside the 
Fish and Wildlife offices, Region 2 Director 
Michael Spear was not a happy boy. Half of his 
staff members were reportedly laughing uproari- 
ously, the others were angry at the public disclo- 
sure cf Agency crimes — the truth hurts, eh? 

Michael Spear headed the attack on the 
Endangered Species Act by ordering his biologists 
to find that the proposed telescopes on Mt. Gra- 
ham, AZ would have no impact on the extremely 
endangered Mt. Graham Red Squirrel, or he 
would find some biostitutes who would. Spear 
lied to Congress. He broke his public trust and 
followed his personal views instead of biology 


By Random Recluse 

Early one morning during the last week of 
March someone hung a huge banner off the 
Baxter Hotel, tallest building downtown 
Bozeman. The Banner read "EXTINCTION IS 
FOREVER: DEFEND ENDANGERED SPECIES 
EARTH FIRST!" As part of Endangered Species 
Week ACTions, Yellowstone EF! pursued a vari- 
ety of tactics to bring attention to the plight of 
the disappearing ones. Our first effort was to 
request a comprehensive listing of imperiled spe- 
cies in Montana from the Nature Conservancy's 
Natural Heritage Program. We also consulted 
with an independent biologist who had done 
plant surveys on the Gallatin National Forest 
under contract with the Forest Service. Next we 
filed a Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) re- 
quest with the US Fish and Wildlife Service Re- 
gion 6 office in Denver. This FOIA sought in- 
formation on the Tailed Frog ( Ascaphus truei), 
Flammulated Owl ( Otus flammeolus), Fisher 
(Martes pennanti), Carinate Land Snail ( Oreohelix 
carinifera), and Elrod's Snail ( Oreohelix elrodi). 
Both species of snail are locally and globally 
imperilled; "enigmatic microfauna" which are 
probably in danger of extinction, if not already 
gone, but are receiving absolutely no govern- 
ment protection. 

The results of the FOIA were disheartening at 
best, merely stating "We do not have any infor- 
mation in our Regional or field offices regarding 
the above species... none of the above species are 
candidates, listed, or proposed for listing (under 
the ESA)." The letter did, however, say that, 
"Because of your request... we called experts 
around the Region and the country. We learned 
that at least two of the species (tailed frog and 
flammulated owl) may have problems and may 
merit being placed on the candidate species no- 
tice of review." As usual, we are doing the work 
they should be doing! They said the two species 
of snail "are known only from locations in Mon- 
tana and have not been relocated in recent 
years." 

We learned from the independent biologist 
that Carex multicostata, Many-Ribbed Sedge, was 
recently found in plant surveys done at the site of 
the Mill-Emigrant Timber sale on the Gallatin. It 
is known from only one other location in Mon- 
tana, in the Centennial Mountains. In the Forest 
Service's usual bass-ackwards manner, the timber 
sale has been all laid out and signed off but the 
plant surveys have not been completed. It is 


(we're so surprised! — but outraged none-the- 
less). 

Michael Spear screwed Mt. Graham; he 
screwed us; and he screwed you! WOMB says the 
telescopes being forced upon Mt. Graham are like 
an unwanted pregnancy that is sucking the life 
from its Mother. The scopes are destroying the 
Mountain's ability to sustain the children she 
already nurtures. Michael Spear is both rapist 
father and midwife to this monstrosity. Let the 
courts abort the illegitimate biological opinion 
and restore biological self-determination to Mt. 
Graham! 

WOMB vows to pursue those guilty of 
crimes against Nature like wrathful mothers 
avenging a crime against their children's lives. 
Because that's what it is.... 

— Loose Hip Circles 


highly unlikely at this stage that any plant dis- 
coveries are going to change the status of the 
timber sale! But Carex multicostata is now pro- 
posed for the Forest Service sensitive species list 
along with sixteen other plant species on the 
Gallatin. 

We decided to visit the Freddies in their lair at 
the Federal Building in Bozeman during the last 
week of March to demand remand of the Mill- 
Emigrant timber sale and protection for the sedge 
as well as Grizzly Bear habitat and roadless areas, 
both of which would be trashed by this timber 
sale. Several concerned citizens and a dead bear, 
a yellow panther, and two human stumps (fabu- 
lous stump costumes created for the event!) vis- 
ited with Acting Supervisor Leonard Lucero and 
a FS biologist and spokesperson. Basically we 
scolded the Freddies for half an hour for their lack 
of concern for endangered species and for their 
backward approach to habitat protection. 
Lucero offered to let us do the plant surveys and 
we said we'd be happy to if they would pay us, but 
we weren't going to do for free the work that they 
are required and paid to do! We also presented 
the Freddies with a "stump cake" to honor the 
100th anniversary of the Forest Reserve System. 
It was a stump-shaped chocolate cake with a 
"stumps suck" sign stuck in it. This protest/ 
meeting received extensive coverage in local TV 
and newspapers. Even the cake was on TV! The 
Freddies refused to eat it though. 



We're here !! 


Yellowstone EF! Endangered Species Week ACTions 
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Destroying False Idols 


Virtually all species of wildlife 
are finding it increasingly impos- 
sible to carry on their lives without 
somehow getting pushed, prodded, 
or gutted by humans in the Wild 
Rockies as development closes in on 
many remaining pristine areas un- 
der the candy coating of the New 
World Order. The pressures from 
private companies trying to extract 
as much money as possible from the 
Wild Rockies (and the rest of the 
world) as soon as possible, in con- 
junction with public agencies do- 
ing their best to hand over the pub- 
licly-owned habitat to the rapine, 
have created a vortex into which 
more and more species are tipping, 
perhaps never to climb out again. 
As our wildlands go, so goes our 
wildlife, and Wild Rockies EF!, in 
conjunction with Endangered Spe- 
cies Act Week, hit the usual agencies 
of rapine and destruction to remind 


this award due to its unflagging 
commitment to testing the eco- 
logical resiliency of the planet. 
These people weren't too receptive 
to our overtures either: About 15 
minutes before our appointment 
the office cleared out and we were 
forced to present the award to a 
locked glass door. 

The Clark Fork Salmon Run, an 
event absent from Missoula ever 
since the construction of the Grand 
Coulee Damn, surged through 
Missoula on Wednesday, after the 
Grand Coulee, the Mother of all 
Damns on the Columbia, was 
blasted apart in effigy with large 
amounts of ersatz dynamite. The 
salmon plunged upstream during 
the lunch hour, to the admiration 
of all the riverside lunch crowd, 
spawned, and died. Bikini's fishlegs 
glimmered in fuschia spandex 
tights; the lunch crowd admired 



The anadromous ones return to the Wild Rockies 


them of their duties to the wild 
things with which humans share 
the planet, and to brush away the 
false gods of credit cards, food pre- 
servatives, and convenience stores 
from before their eyes. 

On Monday, activists gathered 
in Helena, MT, to present the 
USFWS with FOIAs on the status of 
five species, with the idea of initi- 
ating the petitioning process to get 
these species listed. You should see 
USFWS dupes gape and writhe 
when you start prattling Latin 
names at them ( Thytnallus arcticus 
montanus, Silene spaldingii, Ararbis 
fucunda, Howellia aquatilis, 
Synaptomys borealis). In addition, 
WREF! and the Wolf Action Group 
jointly presented the USFWS with a 
larger-than-life Golden Calf, since 
FWS seems to be guided solely by 
this false idol in dealing with the 
recovery of the Northern Rocky 
Mountain Gray Wolf. As usual, the 
government kill squad took things 
poorly, and went out and darted 
three out of four wolf pups, the sole 
remnants of a pack whose saga be- 
gan with the FWS deporting the 
alpha female to Glacier Park over a 
year ago, and moved them to Gla- 
cier Park as well. The fourth is still 
free, but the odds for its survival are 
low with its siblings gone. 

Tuesday found us presenting 
Noranda (you know, the super- 
huge mining company) with a 
golden bucket of rocks in honor of 
their propensity for always burying 
their heads in the earth looking for 
golden rocks, so we gave them a 
whole bucketful so they wouldn't 
have to keep digging up places look- 
ing for them. Noranda deserved 


them as well. It was fun, but like any 
run, exhaustion was a problem for 
some of the upstream-bound 
salmon. 

The Freddies were our target- 
of-honor on Thursday, and we at- 
tempted to highlight their disre- 

BONOBO BABY 


gard for rare and sensitive plants as 
they push forward their timber-har- 
vest-at-all-costs agenda. We did the 
skit thing outside the regional of- 
fice, depicting just how thorough 
the Freds are in their searches and 
surveys for plants in areas from 
which they want to harvest timber. 
Then we gave the Region One Head 
Fred a FOIA so he could prove just 
how thorough or lacking the 
Freddies have been in rare and sen- 
sitive plant surveys in the Wild 
Rockies. 

We planned activities for each 
day of the week, which sure 
sounded good at the start, but it 
turns out that the media sure has a 
short attention span for the same 
group of people bitching about (es- 
sentially) the same thing to differ- 
ent people on each day of the week. 
The media ate it up on Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday, but the 
TV cameras and radio types stayed 
home on Thursday. This is a draw- 
back when you have only media 
events planned. A better idea would 
be to mix in media events with 
other, perhaps more physically ex- 
pressive activities on a succession of 
days. Maybe we should have 
moved the events around the 
bioregion a little more, perhaps that 
would have offered a fresh face to 
the media, but then we would have 
had to transport ourselves around. 
Bill Bob's land cruiser, the vehicle 
that has transported activists to 
wolf, bison, and grizzly-kill inter- 
ventions, tree sits, tree plantings, 
and shit and sawdust dumpings has 
apparently polluted its last, how- 
ever. so the transportation maneu- 
ver seemed hard to face. (The truth, 
of course, is that we are all very lazy 
and like to ski and drink beer too 
much, so we planned everything at 
the last minute, and it is always 
easier to plan things in your back- 
yard at the last minute.) 

—Timothy Bechtold 


salmon... 

don't have to do anything. We lead 
the TV crews and cops down into 
the stairwell, filling the echo 
chamber with our moans and sharp 
gongs on the metal handrail. We 
emerge into the fish ladder viewing 
room/gift shop, shocking the 
sightseers. "This has to be illegal." 
Well it is a sudden spectacle to be 
sure, this halloween death march of 
fish peering into the gloom of the 
fish ladder behind the glass wall, 
where we site a rare few Coho, 
making their way up the ladder 
maze. We pass another word 
around, "Flop Flop!" Time for the 
Flop-in at the outdoor ladder view- 
ing area. The demonstrators are all 
writhing on the concrete, save for 
banner holders and the reapers. 

WHAT DOES ANY OF THIS 
REALLY MEAN? 

On the evening news, we have 
our one and a half minutes of star- 
dom, all they would allow to escape 
the electronic web of restraints: the 
network filter. We can only hope 
that our meaningful sound bites 
wiggled, if not challenged, the pre- 
vailing paradigm that John Q. 
Public functions in. Our mobile 
theatre was but a stab in that di- 
rection. 

For the sake of the Wild 
Salmon, many more stabs will be 
required, followed by paradigm 
shattering and awakening, all steps 
in the ultimate teardown of the re- 
source extractive culture. VIVA LA 
FISH! 

What you can do Mail 

fish heads and letters of outrage to: 
District Engineers, Army Corps of 
Engineers, 319 SW Pine, Portland, 
OR, 97205 
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Targets 



1 -800-ECO-RAPE 


Please keep the following "800" phone numbers 
tied up with calls. You can talk to them about radical 
environmentalism, deep ecology, boycotts, or what- 
ever, or belch into the phone, or just hang up. Use your 
imagination. Every call you make costs these eco- 
rapers the cost of a long distance phone call, and while 
that will only make a small dent in their multi-million 
dollar budgets, every little bit helps to aid the collapse 
of industrial anthropocentrism. Every dollar they 
spend on their phone bill is one dollar less they can 
spend to rape Mother Earth, and in addition, keeping 
those phone lines tied up will keep these eco-rapers 
from conducting business-as-usual on these lines. This 
list will be updated periodically. 

1-800.-722-6824 Wilderness Impact Research Founda- 
tion, an obnoxious lobbying group associated with 
James Watt 

1-800-243-8766 Chevron, the first corporation to call 
for opening ANWR for drilling after the start of the 
Persian Gulf crisis 

1-800-223-S669 Alternate number for Chevron 
1-800-626-2000 General Electric, largest nuke manu- 
facturer in the world, and has created numerous 
Superfund sites by dumping toxic waste 
1-800-528-7711 Alternate number for GE 
1-800-528-4800 Amerikkkan Express, involved in 
development of East Fork in Colorado, and held 17 
activists hostage to a double felony charge for the 
crime of handing out flyers 

1-800-654-8796 Weyerhauser, one of the Filthy 5 
toxic waste producers, old-growth clearcutters and 
rainforest destroyers 

1-800-438-4423 Alternate number for Weyerhauser 
1-800-937-1800 Burger King. Demand that they stop 
using beef grazed on public lands, that they offer an 
alternative vegetarian burger, and that they stop using 
so much wasteful packaging 

1-800-527-8721 John Birch Society. These obnoxious 
assholes call for dismantling the EPA, extensive devel- 
opment of nuclear power and oil drilling in wilderness 
areas and ending environmental regulations, and try 
to make environmentalists out to be part of a global 
"communist conspiracy." 

1-800-363-3500 Dow Chemical Company, pesticide 
manufacturer and involved in nuke power production 
1-800-541-6533 Dept, of Defense (careful!), the 
world's foremost eco-raper 


1-800-872-2769 US Army Recruiting 
1-800-627-4637 US Marines Recruiting 
1-800-826-2544 Amerikkkan Cyanamid Company, 
pesticide manufacturer with abysmal environmental 
record 

1-800-447-2301 Archer Daniels Midland Co., abysmal 
environmental record 

1-800-628-3334 Exxon. Avenge Prince William 
Sound! 

1-800-552-1285 Georgia-Pacific, clearcutting/ 
rainforest destruction 

1-800-225-5483 GTE, nuke weapons manufacturer 
1-800-227-4177 James River Co., abysmal environ- 
mental record 

1-800-821-5699 Kimberly-Clark, rainforest destruc- 
tion 

1-800-333-0124 Mobil Oil, extensive lobbying against 
Clean Air Act 

1-800-543-3090 RJR/Nabisco, abysmal environmental 
record, cigarette/ tobacco production 
1-800-334-9745 Rhone-Poulenc Rorer, ditto 
1-800-253-8600 Upjohn, animal testing 
1-800-543-7310 Proctor and Gamble, involved in 
conspiracy to disrupt and destroy animal rights move- 
ment, and to spend $12.5 million on a propaganda 
campaign to promote vivisection 
1-800-343-5643 National Advertising Co., billboards 
1-800-835-7268 Scott Paper Co., clearcutting/ 
rainforest destruction 

1-800-642-6116 Adolph Coors Co., donates money to 
anti-environment lobbying groups (also for union- 
busting, mistreatment of employees and financing 
Contra terrorist group) 

1-800-424-9090 White House Press Office, propa- 
ganda hotline for our phony "environmental presi- 
dent" 

1-800-354-1500 Atlantic Richfield, rainforest destruc- 
tion 

Keep in mind that it is best to call these from a pay 
phone, as your calls may be traced. These numbers can 
be called free from any pay phone. Also, if there are any 
more eco-rapers you have a particular grudge against, 
do not hesitate to call them (I couldn't find an "800" 
number for Maxxam). 

—Dan Quayle Revolutionary Eco-Terrorist 
Phone Conspiracy 


Names and Numbers: A Corporate Fall Production 


BY TAO JONES 

The people who are killing the planet — > major corporation heads — get away 
with it partly because they are inaccessible to those of us who want life on earth to 
continue. They protect themselves behind walls, electric fences, and security 
systems; they travel In chauffered limos, hang out in private country clubs and are 
never seen in public. We must bring them out of hiding and make them accountable 
for their actions 

In an effort to make these people accessible to the planetary community, here's 
some names, home addresses and phone numbers. Call them up, invite them to 
lunch, chat with their spouses. Do whatever you deem appropriate with this list. 
(This paper does not advocate illegal activity.) And save the phone numbers until 
you can get maximum benefit from them, as they are easily changed. 


OIL COMPANIES 

Occidental Petroleum 
CEO: Ray Irani 
338 St. Pierre Rd. 

Los Angeles CA 90077 (213) 472-8914 
TEXACO 

Ch. of Bd.: Alfred C. De Crane Jr. 

55 Valley Rd. 

Bronx ville NY 10708 

CEO /Pres.: James W. Kinnear 
149 Tacomic Rd. 

Greenwich CT 06830 

Cargill Petroleum (subsidiary of 
Angill Inc.) 

Sr. VP/ Angill Director: 

Cargill MacMillan Jr. 

520 Indian Mound 

Wayzata MN 55391 (612) 475-3146 

McCall Oil & Chemical Corp. 

W. Calder McCall 
47-195 W. Eldorado Dr. 

Indian Wells CA 92210 (619) 346- 
3246 

EG Smith (fuel oil, heating & A/C) 

EG Smith 
Box 93A RD #2 

Bern ville PA 19506 (215) 488-6908 

Page 12 Earth Firstl May 1, 1991 


TIMBER COMPANIES 

Louisiana Pacific (clearcutting) 

Pres.: Harry Merlo 
3400 Scaggs Spring Rd. 

Healdsburg CA 
314 19th St. 

Union City NJ 07087 

Boise Cascade 
Pres./CEO: Jon H. Miller 
3330 Mountain View Dr. 

Boise ID 83704 

SURFACE MINING 

Drummond Co. Inc. 

Ch. of Bd. Garry N. Drummond 
5366 Overton Rd. 

Birmingham AL 35210 (205) 956-7107 

DEVELOPERS 

Fluor-Daniel 

Leslie G. McCraw, Fluor Pres. 

57 Hillsdale Dr. 

Newport Beach CA 92660 
(714) 720-9145 

Crimes: subsidiary of Fluor Corp., 
which builds power and chemical 
plants, oil refineries, stripmines, large 
bldgs. 


Group Pres.: Gerald M. Glenn 
33 Ocean Vista 
Newport Beach CA 92660 
(714) 673-1215 

East Fork Venture 
Dan McCarthy, 2/3 owner 
9933 Lawler Ave. 

Skokie IL 60077 (708) 673-1171 
Crime: proposed ski development in 
potential grizz habitat in CO 

ANIMAL ABUSERS 

Proctor & Gamble 
CEO Edwin Artzt 


9005 Cunningham Rd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45243 

Crimes: animal testing, disposable 

diapers in Latin America 

MISCELLANEOUS BIGGIES 

Rockwell International 

Ch. of Exec. Committee: 

Robert Anderson 

Crown Towers, Penthouse C 

10701 Wilshire Blvd. 

Los Angeles CA 90024 (213) 647-5590 
Crimes: nuclear pollution, SDI 
Research and Devel., aerospace, 
tactical weapons 


Giant Movie Theatre Knocks 
at Zion's Door 

The dramatic southern entrance to Zion National Park, where the park's steep 
canyon walls rise around the town of Springdale, is now the proposed location of a 
twelve-acre development including a giant "big screen" theatre, an 80-room hotel, 
and a 275-space parking lot. The towering theatre would house a 50-foot-high, 70- 
foot-wide screen and seat 350 people. 

The massive complex, proposed by World Odyssey, a California company, 
would abut the boundary of Zion National Park on two sides. It would be located 
just outside the park's south entrance station, in a meadow directly across the narrow 
Virgin River from Zion’s main campground. The now tranquil campground would 
be permanently altered by the massive buildings, automobile traffic and light 
pollution from the development. 

There are potential alternative sites for the project where the development 
would neither violate zoning ordinances nor intrude on the maj estic scenery of Zion 
National Park. The National Park Service, for example, has urged World Odyssey to 
consider BLM, city or private property a mile down the road in downtown Springdale 
as an alternative site. If land in downtown Springdale was also developed as a staging 
area for a needed shuttle bus system taking visitors into Zion, the project could be 
more lucrative for the town and the developer. 

Write to World Odyssey Inc., John Delmare/Keith Merril, 4 Main St., Los Altos 
CA 94022, and the Springdale Town Council, Springdale UT 84767. 

—Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance newsletter 



Abundant Wildlife 
Society 

Wildlife is in big trouble today. Big game, game 
birds and even song birds are becoming more and more 
scarce. There is a CRISIS! 

Its not loss of habitat. Most wild animals adjust well 
to man and his surroundings. In fact, many changes 
in the environment by man have helped wildlife. For 
example, when man settled the west, the land was 
often semi-arid. Irrigation and reservoirs allow wildlife 
to flourish where few could previously survive. 

Hunting is not the problem either. Songbirds 
which are not hunted are scarce. Many areas with no 
hunting have few animals to see and enjoy. 

On the other hand, due to the ability to control 
numbers of licenses, length of season and sex of 
animals taken, hunting has proven to be the best 
method for control of game animals and birds. It keeps 
them abundant and yet controls them from excessive 
crop damage or habitat destruction. 

Did you know that hunting has been reduced in 
almost every area of North America? Yet wild game 
and birds are not to be seen or found in many areas. So 
what's the problem? 

The problem is PREDATION. In recent years, preda- 
tors have increased unchecked due to several reasons 
and the result is the destruction of multitudes of wild 
game and birds. 

Why have predators increased? 

Popularity given the predators by groups which 
have promoted them extensively is one reason. For 
example, enormous parts of Washington and Oregon 
are being set aside as habitat for the Spotted Owl. This 
bird is a predator on small animals and birds. 

Protection given the predator has increased its 
numbers. Northern Minnesota has always had wolves. 
The wolves were kept under control by trapping and 
hunting. The deer population was abundant and 
northern Minnesota was known for good hunting and 
viewing of wildlife. In 1973, wolves were federally 
protected. Now the deer population is only a small 
percentage of what it used to be. 

Price of furs have plummeted. Thus few people 
can afford to trap with so little return. This is due to 
negative publicity and activities of animal rights 
groups. People, who used to regard fur as a status 
symbol, are now being persuaded that the taking of 
predators for its fur is wrong. 

Trapping is now under fire by many groups. It is the 
intent of these groups to completely outlaw trapping. 
If this happens, predators will increase at an even 
greater rate. Wildlife will simply disappear in many 
areas. 

— Excerpted verbatim (except title) — complete with gram- 
matical errors — from a pamphlet distributed by the 
"Abundant Wildlife Society" entitled "What Everyone 
Who Enjoys WildlifeShouldKnow. " Your comments to the 
Journal are encouraged. Or send them to A WS at: PO Box 
639, Gillette, WY 82717-0639 (307) 682-2826. 

ADC Subsidies 


Congress is presently working on establishing 
the federal budget for Fiscal Year 1992. The 
Administartion has proposed a decreased budget for 
the Animal Damage Control (ADC) program. Under 
this overall proposed reduction, there would be a 
decrease in direct predator control of almost 40% 
(from $13 to $8 million). 

What follows are numbers, some of which are 
noticably large — especially in relationship to the 
others. In order to get them, we had to gas ADC dens 
from across the country, extract the information with 
barbed wire, beat it over the head until "dispatched," 
and then assimilate it into a readable form. 


Total amount of money spent protecting indi- 
vidual enterprises nationwide: 


Agriculture: ** 

Aquaculture: 

Livestock: 

Crop: 

Forest/Range: 
Human Health: 
Property: 
Natural Res.: 


$ 324,204 (1.9%) 

$ 457,375 (2.8%) 

$ 9,891,119(60%) 

$ 2,700,772(16.4%) 
$ 413,560(2.5%) 

$ 1,077,615 (6.5%) 

$ 1,139,977 (7%) 

$ 491,886(2.9%) 


Total: $ 16,496,508 

** Seven states accounted for Aquaculture, Livestock, 
Crop, and Forest/Range under one heading of "Agri- 
culture." 

The House Subcommittee on Approporiations 
for Rural Development, Agriculture and Related Agen- 
cies began meeting in late February to discuss the 
budget, hear testimony from agency people, and write 
their version of the bill sometime soon. NOW is the 
time to write to this committee (Jamie Whitten, Chair, 
2362 Rayburn, HOR, Washington, DC 20515-6061). 
Tell them you support a smaller budget (or no budget), 
with more (total) emphasis on non-lethal control. 
—THE PREDATOR PROJECT 



CHEMICAL CULPRITS 


Allied Signal (formerly Allied Chemical) Subsidiary 
of BENDIX Corp. 

CEO: E.L. Hennessey, Jr. 

Columbia Rd. and Park Ave. 

POB 40000R 

Morristown, NJ 07962 (201) 455-2000 
1988 Sales: $11,909,000,000 

Crimes Against Nature and Humanity: Among the 
world's largest manufacturers and suppliers of 
advanced technology for military, commercial, 
general aviation and space; uranium processing; Star 
Wars. 

BASF 

Executive Chair: Hans Albers 
Carl-Bosch-Strasse 38 
D6700 Ludwigshafen 
Germany 

Major Pollutants: petrochemicals ■ 

Pounds Released 1987: 50,000,000 
Net Incomel988: 1,409,800,000 DM 
Products: agricultural chemicals, growth regulators, 
plastics, polystyrene 

DOW Chemical USA 

CEO: Frank Popoff 

2030 Willard H. Dow Center 

Midland, MD 48674 (517)636-1000 

1988 Sales: $16,682,000,000 

Toxics Released 1987: 23,300,000 lbs , mostly 

petrochemicals 

Consumer Products: Saran Wrap, Hand! Wrap, 
Spray'n Wash, Ziplock, Glass Plus, Cepacol, 

Nicorette 

Also: Manufacturer of Napalm 

Eastman Kodak 
CEO: CH Chandler 
343 State St. 

Rochester, NY 14650 (716) 724-4000 
Major Pollutant: chlorinated solvents 
Pounds released 1987: 75,800,000 
Net Income 1988: $1,397,000 

Consumer products: photographic equipment, film, 

paper, plates, and chemicals 

Also: Uses old-growth trees for paper 

3M (Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing) 

CEO: AF Jacobson 
3M Center 

St. Paul, MN 55114 (612) 733-1110 

Major Pollutants: petrochemicals 

Pounds Released 1987: 53,000,000 

Net Sales 1988: $10,581,000,000 

Subsidiaries: Media Networks, National Advertising 

Company 

Consumer Products: Scotch Tape 

Monsanto 

CEO: RJ Mahoney 

800 N. Linberh Blvd. 

St. Louis, MO 63167 (314) 694-1000 

Major Pollutants: metals, nitriles, dioxin, PCBs 

Pounds Released 19487: 75,800,000 

Net Income 1988: $591,000,000 

Consumer Products: saccharine, Nutra Sweet, 

Lustrex polystyrene, Roundup herbicide, Bovine 
Growth Hormone (genetically engineered) 

Pfizer Pharmeceuticals 
CEO: Edmund T. Pratt 
235 E. 42nd St. 

New York, NY 10017 (212) 573-2323 

Net Income 1988: $5,385,400,000 

Toxics Released 1987: 11,200,000 lbs., mostly metals 


Products: Coty, chymosin cheese coagulent, recom- 
binant DNA research 

Rohm & Haas 

CEO: J. Lawrence Wilson 

Independence Mall West 

Philadelphia, PA 19105 (215) 592-3000 

Toxics Released 19487: 13,000,000 lbs, chlorinated 

solvents 

Products: Resins, polymers, plastics, biocides, 
fungicides, dispersants, soil repellant, genetic 
research, leather processing chemicals 

Union Carbide 

CEO: Robert D. Kennedy 

39 Old Ridgebury Rd. 

Danbury, CT 06817 (203) 794-2000 

Net Income 1988: $8,324,000,000 

Toxics Released 1987: 21,500,000 lb., mostly 

petrochemicals 

Products: Chemicals and plastics, industrial gases, 
carbon products 

Crimes Against Nature and Humanity: 487 produc- 
tion plants, factories and laboratories around the 
world. Gas explosion in Bhopal, India, in 1984 killed 
tens of thousands, families still not compensated. 
Hundreds of workers in Indonesian battery plant 
suffer from kidney disease and mercury contamina- 
tion of drinking water. 

Vulcan Chemicals 
CEO: Houston Blount 
POB 530187 

Birmingham, AL 35253 (800) 633-8280 

Major Pollutants: pentachlorophenol, phosphene 

gas, acids, solvents 

Pounds Released: 73,400,000 

Consumer Products made with Vulcan Chemicals: 

Diet Coke, Tide, Tidy Bowl, Clorox, dry cleaning 

chemicals 



Just a Spoonfull of 
Sugar... 

The following is taken from a Fifth Estate excerpt of 
a dossier circulated by Os Cangacieros, a French group 
sabotaging the "13,000 project" of new maximum 
security prisons. The material originally appeared in 
France in Mordicus and Le Monde Libertaire. 

The sabotage operation undertaken against 
different companies involved in the construction of 
the new prisons began at the end of April 1989. 
Whoever accepted to participate in this construction 
project found themselves, as a result, exposed to a 
number of reprisals... 

From the end of April until the of June, we enter 
different sites (Aix-les-Milles, Tarascon, Villeneuve- 
Ies-Maguelonne, Pontoise, Maubeuge, Bapaume), 
where we sabotage the cement intended for the sites 
using a procedure which is childishly simple. Sugar 
mixed with cement, in effect, in a proportion of one 
to one thousand (in other words, one kilo per ton), 
prevents the cement from hardening... 
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Lessons from the Utah Wilderness Battle 

BY Leslie Lyon 


In early December, the Bureau of Livestock 
and Mining (BLM) delivered another blow to 
Utah desert lovers. BLM's final EIS recommends 
1.975 million acres of wilderness for the state, 
only 100,000 acres more than the draft EIS. The 
Utah Wilderness Coalition, whose wish list totals 
5.7 million acres, immediately denounced the 
Bureau's proposal. 

This dismal EIS signals one more round in 
what may be the nation's most bitterly fought 
wilderness battle. Since the Utah inventory be- 
gan in the late 1970's, BLM has sunk to a new low 
in its neglect of wild lands. Horror stories told by 
agency employees and critics describe vast tracts 
of galaxy-class wilderness deleted on pretexts like 
barely-discernible jeep tracks. 

Wilderness advocates were not surprised to 
learn that BLM's guiding light was its clients' 
distaste for land protection. When the debacle 
was made public in the 1986 draft EIS, Utah 
environmental groups joined forces to restore 
WSA status to as much lost land in the inventory 
as possible. 

The 37 members of the UWC range in size 
from the Sierra Club to the Natural Arches and 
Bridges Society. Acting independently is the 
Utah Wilderness Association, the party respon- 
sible for compromising Forest wilderness down 
to a measly 800,000 acres. UWC's strategy has 
been to nationalize the BLM issue, a tactic which 
has its drawbacks in the peculiar Utah landscape. 

Brigham Young forged the local mindset 
during his iron rule as first Territorial Governor. 
The era's US Army incursions and polygamy 
persecutions fostered a deep resentment of out- 
side interference in the Utah psyche. Incidents 
like the murder of government surveyors by 
pioneers masquerading as Indians also set the 
tone. 

Today's Utahn, wooed by federal dollars, has 
called a truce with Washington. The Utah in- 
dependent streak still manifests itself at times, as 
it did when the Pentagon coveted much of Ne- 
vada and Western Utah for the MX missile 
racetrack system. Local stoicism turned to fear 
with the news that MX would disrupt our rural 
sanctity with 100,000 support personnel. Soon 
after, the Mormon Church issued a statement of 
displeasure with MX. Grateful for Utah's un- 
equalled support in the 1980 election, Reagan 
rewarded the church by killing the racetrack 
scheme. 

When it comes to issues which do not affect 
Mormon supremacy, the "general authorities" 
have less to say. The church encourages neither 
those members determined to protect Zion from 
godless tree-huggers, nor those who think we 
should save something for our many youngsters 
to enjoy. In the absence of guidance from above, 
Utahns have proven easy prey for wilderness 
foes. 

Wilderness advocates, intent on their na- 
tional agenda, often seem uncertain how to 
crusade for wilderness in Utah, and even un- 
willing. Cynicism can strike even the most op- 
timistic activist in a state where big families and 
conspicuous consumption are part of the reli- 
gion. The awesome Utah education budget has 
led to such irresponsible acts as offering state 
land in national parks to the highest bidder, 
conjuring images of McDonald's arches set off by 
stone arches. 

Like their colleagues throughout the West, 
Utah ranchers and developers exert an influence 
all out of proportion to their numbers. Here, the 
landsuckers are even more frightening than their 
cronies in other states. The Mormon indepen- 
dent streak and the sagebrush rebellion make 
cozy bedfellows. 

With unwitting irony, local ranchers refer to 
their government servants as parasites. This 
despite the fact that Utah agencies are packed 
with cattle dynasty younger sons, groomed to 
make federal land more profitable for the clan. 
Pro-wilderness moles within the BLM and Forest 
Service have to maintain an even lower profile in 
Utah than they do elsewhere. 

Bewildered by the unique local state of mind, 
"exotic" wilderness activists usually limit their 
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grassroots outreach to the urban Wasatch Front, 
where most non-Mormons live. Southern Utah, 
that charmed land of carved stone and surreal 
vistas, is regarded as the heart of anti-wilderness 
darkness by environmentalists. 

At first glance, the idea of enlisting southern 
Utahns in the wilderness battle would seem ab- 
surd to an outsider. The opposition portrays us as 
a happy family of ranchers, loggers and miners, 
ignoring the fact that only one or two percent of 
local workers are employed as such. Gaining 
influence in southern Utah requires much more 
patience and psychology than it does up north. 

Only one key environmental group, South- 
ern Utah Wilderness Alliance, has an office south 
of the Wasatch Front. SUWA started out as a 
grassroots group, but has since evolved toward 
dependence on outside support and 
detatchment from local opinion. SUWA's 
present style is typical of the Utah environmental 
scene. 

The Alliance's origins are strikingly similar to 
those of Earth First! Clive Kincaid, SUWA's first 
director, became disillusioned as a BLM em- 
ployee in Arizona. Around a lonely campfire, 
Kincaid, Grant Johnson, and Robert Weed con- 
ceived of an alliance dedicated to protecting 
Utah's canyon country. The cattle kings of 
Garfield County were among the first to recog- 
nize the new group by hanging its founders in 
effigy on Mother's Day, 1984. 


SUWA's early membership included a high 
percentage of southern Utahns. Early newsletters 
came out of the founders' home in Boulder, 
terminus of the Burr Trail. These newsletters 
were brash, defiant, and full of exciting war sto- 
ries. With unflagging energy and his own 
money, Clive Kincaid launched most of the 
campaigns the Alliance caries on today. 

SUWA soon made a name for itself in 
southern Utah. One newsletter proudly quoted a 
wilderness foe who regarded Kincaid and Weed 
as "two of the most arrogant, self-righteous, fa- 
natical bastards" he had ever met. SUWAns 
testified opposite local politicians in congres- 
sional hearings on Utah wilderness, forced the 
BLM to give interim protection to omitted WSAs, 
and fought to stop the paving of the scenic Burr 
Trail. The Alliance has also tackled issues like 
forest management, wild rivers, chaining, 
nuclear waste dumps, and ORV abuse. 

Despite a valiant effort, a discouraging 
number of SUWA battles have come down on the 
enemy's side. Much of the Burr Trail is now 
coated with a substance suspiciously close to 
asphalt; carbon dioxide and other mineral leases 
proceed apace, and a challenge to the bloated 


Moab Jeep Safari ended in failure. The final BLM 
wilderness EIS is only the latest in a series of 
setbacks. 

The specter of defeat has also haunted 
SUWA's founders. Clive Kincaid fell victim to 
enemy machinations when the BLM claimed 
that a comer of his house lay inside a wilderness 
study boundary. The media was quick to parlay 
the allegations into a scandal. In a 1988 Wilder- 
ness Society quarterly devoted to slickrock 
country, Kincaid admitted that BLM persecution 
hastened his departure from the Alliance. Even- 
tually, he was forced to tear down his house. 

The other SUWA founders also suffered re- 
prisals. Long before Kincaid's troubles began, 
Robert Weed found his well poisoned and his 
driveway booby-trapped with nails. The Garfield 
County sheriff arrest Grant Johnson for the 
sabotage of big yellow machines, although he 
was never convicted. 

SUWA's 1987 shakeup ended in the hiring of 
Brant Calkin as Executive Director. An accom- 
plished veteran of the New Mexico Fray, Calkin 
used his Sierra Club experience to recruit new 
members and big-money contributors. SUWA 
had a membership of about 1400 when Calkin 
took the helm. Three years and 200,000 pieces of 
mail later, the Alliance has 7500 members and a 
substantial war chest. 

Naturally, SUWA's growth emphasis has 
changed its style. The Alliance now has a Wash- 


ington lobbyist, a direct mail specialist, and 
wealthy tycoons on its board. Direct mail has 
cultivated the type of member who complains 
when newsletter denunciations of ecotage aren't 
scathing enough. 

Like their northern colleagues, the present 
SUWA leadership has taken few pains to woo 
community support. Brant Calkin once said on 
camera that since public lands belong to all 
Americans, the locals are going to get wilderness 
whether they like it or not. Such statements, 
though true, can hardly win over people who 
have an innate fear of meddling outsiders. 

Home-grown activists like myself have tried 
to involve SUWA in local outreach with little 
success. Calkin's promises to write an article for 
a local Earth Day series and to seek an environ- 
mental speaker for Southern Utah University 
were never kept. Recently, a foundation gave 
SUWA a large grant to develop a pro-wilderness 
video for local viewing. The video has been ready 
since August, but as of the writing of this article, 
the leadership has not found time to show it. 

Other wilderness advocates, mostly native 
Utahns, have done more to cultivate local sup- 
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Save Boulder Mountain from the Forest Service 


Descriptions of Boulder Mountain invariably 
seem to lean on superlatives. It can't be helped. 
Even the late Edward Abbey, hardly ever at a loss 
for words, called Boulder Mountain "superla- 
tively scenic." 

Rising to more than 11,000 feet, its forest is 
the highest in North America. The mountain's 
abundant alpine lakes and ponds offer "world 
class" fishing, yielding record trout. Huge old 
growth Ponderosa Pine crown Boulder's slopes, 
part of an unbroken transition of life zones from 
arctic-like tundra to slickrock canyons. Deer, elk 
and antelope graze its meadows while black bear 
and cougar lurk in the sheltered shadows of its 
wooded coves and eagles soar above. Several 
extraordinarily rare plant species are found no- 
where else and ancient habitation sites are silent 
reminders of a long gone Fremont culture. 

Boulder Top, the 50,000 acre summit of the 
mountain — really more of a plateau — is a stark, 
wide open, lonely place with lake and boulder 
dotted meadows and stands of stunted spruce. 
Perhaps the oft mentioned notion that Boulder 
Top is "a piece of Alaska floating above the Utah 
desert" best sums up its unworldly feeling. A 
dramatic volcanic cap rock rim defines the top all 
around the mountain, providing overlook views 
the likes of — nothing else. . .Hike up there and see 
for yourself, to Bown's Point, Chokecherry, 
Government, Lookout Point. Better yet, find 
your own grandest view of them all.. Just be sure 
to look beyond the Henry Mountains for the La 
Sals a hundred miles to the east or south to the 
jagged broken horizon that is Monument Valley. 
Seek out the intricate canyons of the Escalante 
and don't overlook misnamed Thousand Lakes 
Mountain (some forgotten cartographer's mis- 
take, the name was originally intended for Boul- 
der Mountain) which rises to the north off a 
redrock pedestal. 


But while more and more people are discov- 
ering Boulder Mountain, a western wonder out- 
standing even in Utah, the Forest Service seems 
reluctant to recognize that this resource offers 
more than logging and grazing. In fact, based on 
ambitious timber plans, you'd think the Dixie Na- 
tional Forest sees the mountain as little more than a 
wood fiber source. 

To date, live trees have never been cut on 
Boulder Top. Dead wood has been salvaged over 
the years, the result of a major Spruce Bark Beetle 
infestation in the 1920's. But if the Dixie Forest 
gets its way, more than 16 million board feet of 
Englemann spruce are scheduled to fall to chainsaws 
on Boulder Top over the next five years in the highest 
elevation commercial timber harvests ever at- 
tempted. 

To put this 16 million board feet in per- 
spective, it equals close to 70 percent of the 
current annual harvest from the entire Dixie 
National Forest. In terms of area, the 6,800 
Boulder Top acres proposed for logging represent 
about two percent of the Dixie's suitable timber 
base. Sounds like a lot of wood from one area. 
And when you see the small, stunted nature of 
the Boulder Top spruce, two by four framing 
stock at best, you realize it will take a whole lot of 
trees to achieve that 16 million board foot target, 
all according to Forest Service, with "select" cuts. 
Indeed, it appears most of the trees will have to be 
selected. Add to this a network of roads and 
skidder trails, and new descriptions like "sacrifice 
area" come to mind for Boulder Top. 

What You Can Do 

The first of the five proposed Boulder Top 
cuts is the Noon Sale (originally called the "Stink" 
sale — seriously — the Forest Service changed the 
name, perhaps hoping folks would be less apt to 
raise one). The Dixie is currently accepting com- 
ments for its analysis of this 4.5 million board 


St. George Slurpee of the Virgin 


The Washington County Water Conser- 
vancy District (primarily the greater St. George 
area) drools at the prospect of setting up a plumb- 
ing system in the Virgin River basin in Utah that 
rivals the complexity of the network which 
supplies to Los Angeles. Judging by numerous 
proposals set forth by the district, the only good 
rive* is a damned river. 

District officials overlook the fact that they 
live in a desert, an area naturally limited by water 


Utah Lessons 

port. Congressman Wayne Owens, sponsor of a 
5 . 7 million acre wilderness bill, has taken his case 
to the people in town meetings, and promises to 
do so again. Independent activists are using their 
knowledge of Utah idiosyncrasies to educate 
their peers and school children. 

Local support is out there, waiting in the 
Mormon independent streak. Outside Garfield 
County, most people are quite approchable. 
Activists who work with Utahns have discovered 
that a surprising number are either fence-sitters 
or closet wilderness fans. Many southern Utahns 
are newcomers from more progressive states, 
especially in the populous retirement mecca of 
Washington County. Even the livestock lobby 
has its black sheep. One crusty cattleman I know 
despises predator control and public lands graz- 
ing. 

BLM's disdain of thousands of out-of- 
state wilderness letters proves the limits of a 
national agenda. It's a rare BLM home boy who 
would lose sleep over a letter from New York of 
California. If a barrage of letters came from St. 
George or Blanding, however, it might even keep 
him awake in church. 

The bleak, influential BLM proposal makes it 
clear that Utah wilderness groups must take a 
careful look at their strategy. Before it's too late, 
let's stop relying on a quixotic Congress to leg- 
islate wilderness protection for us, and recognize 
the importance of local support in saving the 
lands we love. 


availability. They view unlimited water supplies 
as the conduit to unlimited growth, neglecting 
arguments that a sustainable society would pro- 
tect the region's natural features that draw people 
to the area in the first place. Some of the ninety 
proposals for the Virgin River watershed are now 
beginning to move forward. 

In Zion National Park vicinity, the District is 
closely examining three potential dam sites: the 
North Fork of the Virgin River (gateway to the 
park's famous "narrows" which allow the visitor 
to wade for miles below towering cliffs); the East 
Fork of the Virgin River (located within the 
Parunuweap Canyon Wilderness Study Area); 
and North Creek. Recently, the District filed for 
water rights, announcing its intention to build 
reservoirs on Fort Fierce Wash along the Arizona 
border and on Beaver Dam Wash within the Docs 
Pass unit proposed for wilderness in H.R. 1500. 
For more info, write SUWA, 436 Alameda Ave., 
Salt Lake City UT 84111. Write the Washington 
County Water Conservancy District as well. 
Exerpted from SOUTHERN UTAH WILDERNESS 
ALLIANCE newsletter 



Gila Monster 


foot, 1850 acre cut. And yes, we're asking you to 
send yours... 

Foremost, let the Forest Service know if 
you're opposed to the Noon Sale and make your 
comments as specific as possible. Provide more 
than opinions — the Forest Service needs to hear 
reasons. And remember, whether you've experi- 
enced the natural beauties of Boulder Mountain 
or just hope someday to visit it and find more 
than stumps and roads — it's your mountain too! 
Raise your own points, the more the better, 
though the following concerns seem particularly 
significant: 

1) Area Analysis. The Dixie Forest has never 
developed a comprehensive "area analysis" long 
range management plan for Boulder Mountain, 
even though such planning is essential for sound 
management of such a fragile, unique resource. 
Tell the Dixie Forest to conduct an analysis, 
assessing the cumulative impacts, before em- 
barking on timber sales. 

2) Wildlife Impacts. The Forest Service rates 
Boulder Top as "high priority" deer and elk sum- 
mer range, but has yet to do a comprehensive 
analysis on the impacts of heavy timbering. 

3) Regeneration No evidence exists to show that 
regeneration will occur at over 11,000 feet, and 
until adequate studies have been carried out, no 
cutting should happen on Boulder Top. 

4) Forest planners called Boulder Top a " marginal 
commercial forest" in a 1975 EIS, citing "low 
volumes per acre, poor timber quality and poor 
access." The situation has not changed in 15 
years. 

5) Below Cost Timber Sales. The Dixie, which 
has the largest timber program of Utah's National 
Forests, also ranks second only to the Ashley 
Forest in losses from below cost timber sales (a net 
loss of 727,000 of your dollars in 1989, according 
to the FS's own reports). Demand that the Dixie 
complete a thorough economic analysis — 
showing the true cost of cutting such low value, 
slow growing spruce at 11,000 feet. 

6) Bark Beetle Control. The Forest Service is 
quick to point out this "benefit" by saying that 
another infestation will be prevented by harvest- 
ing Boulder Top. In other words, to save the trees 
— cut ' em down .Tell them what you thin k about 
this highly questionable and too often used 
"management" rationale. 

7) Small-Scale Salvage. Seven very small mills 
in Wayne County have been relying primarily on 
beetle-killed dead wood salvaged off Boulder Top 
for 50 years ( a steady source of mine shaft props 
for the coal industry). The Noon timber sale can 
only hurt small entrepreneurs who, ironically, 
have long been the ones operating on a scale 
appropriate fora high desert forest, but they can't 
compete with large timber companies. 

8) Roads and Off-Road Abuse. The Forest Ser- 
vice already admits that off-road vehicle use is 
"out of control" on Boulder Top. More roads 
mean more off-road vehicle use — and abuse. 

9) Biodiversity. Express concern for Boulder 
Mountain's unique mix of species, particularly its 
rare, endemic plants which to date have not been 
adequately inventoried. 

Again, the most important thing is to state 
why you are against the Noon Sale. Tell the Forest 
Service you support the no-action alternative. 
Send your comments as soon as possible to: 
Marvin Turner, District Ranger, Teasdale Ranger 
District, Dixie National Forest, POB 99, Teasdale 
UT 84773. Send copies of your comments to: 
Hugh Thompson, Forest Supervisor Dixie NF, 
POB 580, Cedar City UT 84721-0580, and Gray 
Reynolds, Regional Forester, US Forest Service 
Region 4, 324 25th St., Ogden UT 84401. For 
more info, write Boulder Mountain Project, Utah 
Wilderness Coalition c/o 177 East 900 South, 
Suite 102, Salt Lake City UT 84111. 

(Update: So far, activist response has been 
tremendous. As one Forest Service employee put 
it, "We can't sneeze without hearing about the 
Noon Sale." The Dixie is still accepting com- 
ments — let your voice be heard. It is making a 
difference!) 

SOUTHERN UTAH WILDERNESS ALLIANCE news- : 
letter 
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You and "Sandulek"* 

With the complete extinction of marine mammalsexpected in fifty years, 
the end of Canadian wilderness in maybe twenty, 
time is truly measured in less than seconds 

as scientists spend it watching the death of a star that exploded in the age 
ofwooly mammoths. I startle upon seeing the unnatural fuzzy green of 
plastic disks taking over a young woman's eyes — she didn't like her own 
but an IBM executive tells me, not joking, 
that it's ok. if all the air and water is polluted — 
as long as human beings go on having longer life expectancies — 
nothing else matters to him. 

But your matter fascinates me as you outdo any Supernova 

"tearing the fabric of space" 

with your touches in the darkness 

transformed along the lines of my back 

so simply into earth pigment images 


of animals 

your touches 

at the base of my neck 

flourishing into expanding lavender flowers. 

"Sandulek's" explosion, 

I can't feel 
you can't touch 
I can't see 
no one smells 
as I you 
you I. 

— Rabinowitz 

*"Sandulek" is the name of a supernova (star) 


Nuclear Waste Dump for 
California Desert? 

Ward Valley, California, in the desert near 
Needles, may soon become the site of the only 
low-level nuclear waste dump opened in the U.S. 
since the 1960's. The California Department of 
Health Services (!) is pushing to open this dump, 
which would accept radwaste from Arizona and 
North and South Dakota, and have hired the 
shady firm "US Ecology" (USE) to design the 
dump. The dump could be opened as soon as the 
fall of 1991, even though 4000 of the 5000 local 
residents have signed a petition opposing it. The 
dump would cover 70 acres, with a capacity of 
10 million cubic feet. Minimal procedures will 
be employed for monitoring possible release of 
radionuclides into the environment. Contami- 
nation of the groundwater is very possible and 
the Colorado River is only 13 miles away. The 
area is also desert tortoise habitat. 

USE formerly managed disposal sites at 
Sheffield, IL and Maxey Flats, KY, both of which 
have been closed due to severe off — site contami- 
nation. The Ward Valley dump is opposed by the 
State Dept, of Fish and Game as well as the State 
Region 7 Water Quality Control Board. The EPA 
is concerned about possible migration of radio- 
nuclides to groundwater. 

The dump would be legally able to accept 
radwaste from across the country and likely 
would, since there are few operating dumps any- 
where. Twelve of 13 states proposed for major 
dumpsites have slowed or stopped the develop- 
ment of dumps — all but California. Trucking of 
radwaste to California from places like New York 
would be a transportation nightmare. The waste 
to be stored here would include intensely radio- 
active material such as nuclear reactor cooling 
water filters which can deliver a lethal dose in an 
hour, but which are still classified as "low-level 
waste." Thirty-nine percent will come from 
nuclear power reactors, 46% from industry, and 
5% each from academic, government and medi- 
cal sources. 

Alternatives such as storing of radwaste at 
above-ground, monitored, retrievable, on-site fa- 
cilities should be explored. Burying the waste in 
the desert will not make it go away. 

— Abalone Alliance, 2940 16th St., Suite 310, 

San Francisco, CA 94103 (415) 861-0592; 

People Against Radioactive Dumping, Box 4, 
Route 161, Needles, CA, 92363 (619) 326- 
4318; Redwood Alliance, PO Box 293 Areata, 
CA 95521 (707) 822-7884. 
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Wao Kele O Puna — 

Rainforest Action Request 

Further destruction of Hawaii's last lowland 
rainforest is imminent! Permits are about to be 
issued for the bulldozing of additional wellpads 
in the Wao Kele O Puna rainforest. Big Island 
Rainforest Action Group and Pele Defense Fund 
will be presenting the following statement to 
Hawaii Governor John Waihe'e: "We are calling 
for a halt to all geothermal activity in Hawaii 
until completion of: 1) an Environmental Im- 
pact Statement, and 2) the Public Utilities Com- 
mission (PUC) Integrated Resource Planning 
(IRP) process (now in progress) both of which 
properly address concerns for protection of 
rainforest, native Hawaiian rights and commu- 
nity health and safety." 

Source: Big Island Rainforest Action Group, 
Pele Defense Fund, Greenpeace Hawaii and oth- 
ers. If you want to lend your support to this 
message, sign on by fax to Pele Defense Fund 
(808-935-3551). 

— Malama I Ka Wao Kele: Protect the rainforest! 


Walden Pond Assaulted 


BY Joe Carmichiel 

"What an ample share of the light of heaven each 
pond and lake on the surface of the globe enjoys" — 
Henry David Thoreau, Walden 

Henry David Thoreau, the New England natu- 
ralist and defender of the simple, ecologically- 
sound life, is spinning with spastic intensity in 
his grave. 

Walden Pond and the surrounding woods, 
where Thoreau lived and was inspired to write 
Walden, is facing a dire threat to its existence as 
an undeveloped parcel of land. Walden Woods, 
which lies only thirty minutes from Boston, is at 
the center of a debate between publisher and 
developer Morton Zuckerman and a coalition of 
environmentalists. 

Zuckerman, owner of US News and World Re- 
port and The Atlantic magazine, plans to build an 
office park on the 18.5 parcel of Walden Woods 
he owns. 

The Walden Woods Project — agroupoflocal 
conservationists and celebrities headed by singer 
Don Henly, is attempting to preserve the 40% of 
Walden Woods which remains unprotected. 

The 2,680 acres encompassing Walden 
Woods is a combination of protected state lands 
and private development interests. . Owners of 
many of the smaller private inholdings have 
indicated that they will restrict development on 
their sites if Zuckerman's project is stopped. The 
conservationists have already halted a condo- 
minium development in another area of the 
woods by buying 25 acres from owner Philip 
DeNormandie for $3.5 million. 

The Walden Woods Project has offered to buy 
Zuckerman's land for its appraised value — esti- 
mated at between $1 million and 3 million. But 
Zuckerman has steadfastly refused to sell for 
anything less than the purchase price of the land 


Freds Want to Open Griz 
Habitat to Oil & Gas 

The Shoshone National Forest in Wyoming 
is accepting public comment until June 3 on 
their plan to change their Forest Management 
Plan and open 66,650 acres of critical grizzly bear 
habitat to oil and gas leasing. This is the same 
plan which, when approved in 1986, set this 
acreage off-limits to drilling because it was con- 
sidered so critical to the bear's survival that wild- 
life considerations for the area were put above 
development proposals. Apparently, 
something's changed on the Shoshone, and it 
isn't because all the bears have moved away. 

Once again, development pressures have 
brought the Freddies to their knees before the 
altar of big oil, at the expense of wilderness and 
the great bear. Write the Shoshone today for 
more information, and be sure to get your com- 
ments in before the end date: Shoshone National 
Forest District Ranger, POB 2140, Cody, WY 
82414. Information contact: Gary Carver, for- 
ester, same address. 

L— P Bad Air 

A year ago, Louisiana-Pacific signed an agree- 
ment with Colorado's Health Department's Air 
Pollution Control Division. 

Largely written by L — P's lawyers, the agree- 
ment set a timeline to complete its application 
for a Prevention of Significant Deterioration per- 
mit. L — P should have gotten this permit before 
the plants at Olathe or Kremmling began operat- 
ing over seven years ago. 

L — P's strategy has been of delay and dodge. 
Call for action! Ring up Air Pollution Control 
Division Director Brad Beckham at 303-331-8500 
and Governor Roy Romer at 866-2471 and tell 
them what you think of L — P. Are you willing to 
allow this slimy corporation to continue to de- 
stroy the air as it destroys the land??? CALL!!! 
— Mike Stabler 

by Greedy Developer 


plus incurred legal, architectural, planning and 
tax costs: a total of $7.4 million. 

Members of the Walden Woods Project assert 
that Zuckerman's price is "laughably high." They 
claim he is trying to force the charity to "bail him 
out of a bad business deal," according to project 
director Kathi Anderson. 

Walden Woods has already been blighted by 
a trailer park, a landfill and a major highway, 
which border the woods on three sides. However, 
the trailer park is being phased out as tenents 
leave and the landfill is slated to be replaced 
within a decade. The hope is that "one hundred 
years from now, Route 2 won't be there either," 
said Thomas Blanding, founder of the Walden 
Pond conservation efforts. 

The value of Walden Woods lies in its sym- 
bolic importance, say local environmental activ- 
ists. "If Walden Pond is lost to development, we 
can safely say that the forces of greed and short- 
sightedness have nailed one of the final spikes 
into the coffin of Eastern Wilderness," said a 
recent Boston-area Conservation Coalition state- 
ment. 

"They can make whatever argument they 
want, but this is a free country... I prefer to con- 
centrate on what I call 'the built environment' " 
said Zuckerihan. 

What You Can Do: If you would like to see 
Thoreau's wilderness inspiration remain unde- 
veloped, let Mortimer Zuckerman know how you 
feel. Offer to cancel your subscription to US News 
and World Report and The Atlantic until he honors 
the wilderness and Thoreau's memory by selling 
his Walden Woods landholdings to the Walden 
Woods Project for its appraised value or, better 
yet, donating it. Write today: Mortimer 
Zuckerman, c/o Ed Linde, Boston Properties, 8 
Arlington St, Boston, MA 02116 



Happy Anniversary, Exxon 

By LJ Evans 


The captain steered the boat out to the reef 
and anchored, then we waited for midnight. 
More specifically, we waited for 12:04 am, when 
we could commemorate the second anniversary 
of the grounding of the Exxon Valdez on Bligh 
Reef in Prince William Sound, Alaska. 

Twelve people, all of them in some way 
deeply involved in the response to America's 
largest oil spill, came together on the afternoon 
of March 23, 1991, in Valdez to recognize the 
second anniversary of the spill. It grew from 
conversations about "We gotta do something to 
celebrate the anniversary!" into a boat trip out to 
the very spot the tanker ran aground. The 
gathering grew out of our need to remember, and 
to acknowledge that we must not forget. 

The group consisted mainly of people who 
work for the State of Alaska or who worked for the 
state during the cleanup, though none had 
worked for the state before the spill. There was a 
chemist working on the secret natural resource 
damage assessment studies, a couple of state 
beach monitors (the people who went toe to toe 
with Exxon and Coast Guard reps to insist the 
beaches get cleaned right), the director of a local 
conservation group who conducted beach sur- 
veys for the state during the early days, along 
with his wife, who also briefly worked for the 
state, a pilot who flew out into Prince William 
Sound to pick up live oiled birds so they could be 
washed, a woman who met the pilots when they 
came back to Valdez, another woman who 
washed otters, and a fisherman from Cordova 
with a woman who got laid off from a summer 
cannery job because the fishermen couldn't fish. 

We were a motley crew, and we wanted to 
have a party. It's not that there was anything to 
celebrate exactly, but the spill had changed each 
of our lives so dramatically it seemed fitting and 
important to commemorate it somehow. We 
had all been in the trenches, one way or another, 
and a strong bond developed. The woman who 
worked at the cannery found out about the boat 
trip on Friday afternoon and drove hard all Sat- 
urday morning to get to Valdez on time. I found 
out about it on Friday afternoon also and made a 
plane reservation for the next morning. There 
was no way I was going to miss this boat ride. 

A couple of people who ended up on the trip 
had to be persuaded. I called up one of them from 
the docks and said "You've just got to come. This 
is going to be a historic cruise. There are times in 
your life when things are big and important and 
you have to grab hold, and let the little things 
take care of themselves for awhile." 

In fact, that's the way most of us have lived 
quite a bit of the last two years. 

Everybody brought booze. It was amazing. 
We lined it all up and took pictures. Seemed like 
everyone brought some beer or wine, and there 
was even a bottle of mescal. I don't know why, 
but we all seemed to think the booze was ap- 
propriate, though very little of it was actually 
consumed. The mescal stayed unopened. 

We got out to the reef about 6:30 pm. We 
drove the boat around, the captain watched his 
depth gauge, and we tried to figure out exactly 


where the ship made the first of its cwo impacts. 
There's a Coast Guard marker now where the 
Exxon Valdez hit the second time, impaled on a 
pinnacle of the reef, more than half of her cargo 
holds gouged open and bleeding black crude oil. 

We told lots of jokes and there was lots of 
laughter and lots of war stories, too. That's what 
it's been like — a war. We talked about serious 
things, talked about other people who have gone 
on to other things. We all gathered on the back 
deck after the captain put the anchor down, and 
we made a toast or two. I'd had a couple glasses 
of wine and don't remember exactly what was 
said, but it was a mixture of funny and sad. We 
weren't celebrating, we were commemorating. 

I took pictures of the new marker, and I 
could clearly see the old one, the buoy that has 
been there for years and years. It marks the outer 
edge of the reef, the point a ship with a draft as 
deep as a fully loaded tanker doesn't ever, ever 
want to go beyond. 

As the afternoon became evening and it got 
dark, I could see the lights on both the buoy and 
the marker. They blink in asyncopated rhythm. 
The new marker is a fixed tower attached un- 
derwater to the rock. It rises maybe 15 feet above 
the highest tide line. The Coast Guard didn't 
really think it was needed, and I agree. In all the 
newspaper stories they called it a well-marked 
reef, and now it is even more well-marked. The 
Coast Guard put the new one there in 1990 
because the public wanted it, not because it was 
needed. The crew of the Exxon Valdez could see 
the old buoy just fine. 

The weather was calm, just like it was two 
years ago. During the 7 hours we were anchored 
there, two loaded outbound tankers, one empty 
inbound tanker and a state ferry went by in the 
tanker traffic lanes, about a mile and a half away. 
The tankers were all escorted by a pilot boat in 
front and two spill response vessels in back. Too 
bad those guys weren't there two years ago. 

Some people pooped out as the evening 
went on, but everyone was up again and we all 
went back out on the deck as the hour ap- 
proached midnight. One person read a short 
poem he'd just written about why we were there. 

I tried to take pictures, but I had forgotten my 
flash and knew I was wasting film. We turned out 
all the lights except the running lights and 
looked up at the sky. Sure enough, as if on cue, 
the Aurora Borealis appeared. Sheets of pale green 
shimmered and writhed across the sky. Towards 
the east, a streak of red appeared. Red is a rare 
color for northern lights, and we talked about 
what it could portend. 

Finally, it seemed like we'd finished what- 
ever it was we came to do. We were satisfied, the 
evening had unfolded itself from the barest and 
most sketchy of plans. We had remembered 
together the pain and the laughter. We all 
grieved, and there was really no comfort. 

All we can do is work together, in all our 
widely disparate roles and walks of life, to try to 
make sure it doesn't happen again. 

The odds are against us. 


Reflections 
on Oily Waters 

By Michael Lewis 

It's been two long, dark winters since the day 
Exxon killed the waters. I would've thought I'd 
get over it by now, but I haven't. 

I didn't go to Bligh Reef; I didn't go to 
Alyeska and shout the obscenities I felt welling 
up inside me. I didn't go to Exxon and splash oil 
on their pretty corporate sign. Other folks ex- 
pressed their continuing outrage in those ways, 
but I didn't. 

The Native people who live around Prince 
William Sound still cry over their loss. The 
shellfish, the seals, the kelp, the birds, the living 
things large and small that used to share their 
world are still there, some, but not in the un- 
countable numbers there used to be, before 
Exxon killed the water. 

The people feel the loss, deep inside. It 
comes to the surface in salt water, through the 
eyes that saw the death, two long, dark winters 
ago, of the salt water that bathes their world. 
They survive, sort of, like the wolf who paces the 
fence that bounds his once unlimited world. 

When is a wolf, deprived of his ability to 
hunt free, no longer a wolf? 

I remember the day the black death covered 
the waters of Prince William Sound, when the sea 
otters, the cormorants, the murres, the seagulls, 
seals and sea lions fled the waters that gave them 
life, fled in pain and fear and died terrible, long 
deaths, in agony. I remember the murre who 
could no longer stand upright and toppled face 
forward into a pool of oil. I remember the loon, 
covered in black slime, who stood on the rocks 
taking deep labored breaths, and cried, and cried. 
Their bodies covered the shores in twisted, black 
caricatures of living beings, each one of the 
millions a curse on the lives of those who had 
killed them. 

The victors, now, smirk in their towers of 
glass. Not satisfied with the deaths of millions of 
mere animals, they put on a war for the amuse- 
ment and edification of the cheering masses, a 
war that killed thousands of human beings and 
that continues to kill, women and children, as 
their world chokes them in swirls of oily clouds. 

In the papers today, the smiling fat cats in 
their three-piece suits say it's over now, we gotta 
put it behind us and look to the future. Wally and 
Larry and the Feds made a deal, and don't you 
worry about it, little people, we'll take good care 
of you and make sure your Dividend Check 
arrives on time. Check's in the mail. Check your 
fingers after you pick it up. 

They check their maps and draw their Xs in 
the Chukchi Sea, the Beaufort Sea and Bristol Bay. 
And beneath those Xs the seals, the walruses and 
the whales draw out their lives in crystal patterns 
of ice and water, green and white. 

Wally and his band of Old White Men 
chuckle over the deal they made for themselves. 
Larry sits in his black tower and counts his bil- 
lions, piling it in heaps and heaping it in piles. 
George sits quietly in his ivory tomb, stacking the 
bones in neat red rows, polishing his toys for the 
next round of play. 

In Prince William Sound, we who take note 
of this day feel the breath of the millions who 
died two long, dark winters ago. We are weak, 
mortal humans, but our task is clear. We are few, 
but we are very, verv angry. 

EARTH FIRST! 
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Big Bend National Park is Fer Shit 



Erik submits evidence of bovine inhabitation in Big Bend NP to the delight of incredulous tourists. 


By David Teague 

Cow shit, and lots of it. On 
Thursday, March 28, 1991, three EF! 
operatives cleverly disguised as ill- 
smelling, drunken, under- 
equipped campers observed what 
appeared to be moo-cows relieving 
themselves on the Santa Elena 
Canyon road in Big Bend National 
Park. The three Earth Firstlers, on 
leave from their duties at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia Earth First!, know 
that these were in fact not bovines, 
because cows are not allowed inside 
the park. They figured this was just 
a desert mirage, complicated by 
dirty Land Cruiser windows. Cows, 
you see, have a knack for destroying 
fragile, pristine desert ecosystems 
by eating up all the plants, pissing | 
in the water, and cutting trails all j 
over easily-eroded hillsides, and so | 
are not welcome in desert preserves . | 

After cleaning the windows of 
their car with the backwash of sev- 
eral Hamm's beer cans they hap- 
pened to find on the floorboard, the 
three were able to ascertain that 
these were indeed cattle. They had 
pointy horns and said "Moo!" when 
hit in the head with rocks. Erik, 
David, and James, as the three 
campers called themselves, then 
proceeded to chase the cows 
through the creosote bushes (for 
these were the only plants left in 
that part of the park) in an effort to 
give them heat stroke or to cause 
them to run off a cliff. But neither 
thing happened. So the Earth 
Firstlers drank tequila and plotted 
to fill the cows and the Park Service 
with hot lead the next dav. 

Instead of doing that, though, 
they just went to the Park Head- 
quarters to ask some hard ques- 
tions. "Why the fuck are there 
cattle on our desert out there?" they 
asked the Rangers while offering as 
evidence two brown and crumbly 
cow patties and one soft green one. 

The Rangers explained "Get 
that shit off our desk." 

The Earth Firstlers said "Can 
we please see a naturalist capable of 
explaining why we found fecal 
matter like this over a ten-mile 
stretch of the damn park?" 

The Rangers said "Well which 
naturalist would you like to see?" 
and Erik, James, and David said, 
"The goddamned doo-doo natu- 
ralist, which one did you think, you 
stupid lazy-assed, park-killing, job- 
falling-down-on, cattle-ignoring, 
kickback-from-rancher-taking 
slimy sacks of turds." Then the 
EFlers were put out of doors along 
with their cardboard box full of 
cowshit. 

Later, Ranger Smith came out 
there and told them a few things. It 
was sort of like question and answer 
time. Here is how it went: 

EFlers: Why are there at least 
thirty cows in the park and why do 
they appear to have been for years 
and how have they managed to cut 
hundreds of trails and leave tons of 
cow shit around here without your 
noticing them and why do they 
have a brand that looks like this 

and why... 

RS: Whoa there, you stinking, 
drunken bums, let me get a word or 
two in edgewise. Now we have no- 
ticed those cows around here. In 
fact, there's one cute little blonde 
and red one I've had my eye on. But 
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they will just have to stay around 
here. There is not enough money in 
our three million dollar budget to 
get rid of them. Up until about six 
months ago, the USDA had a man in 
the park who rounded them up, put 
them on a truck, and took them to 
Presidio where their owners paid a 
fine to get them back. But now the 
guy has quit his job, and the cows 
stay. 

EFlers: Well, he was doing a 
pretty sorry job to begin with if he 
has only been gone six months. 
Those cows have been here for years 
to judge by the system of trails they 
have trompled out for themselves, 
not to mention the amazing abun- 
dance of cow-patties all over the Rio 
Grande bottom. What the hell do 
you have to say to that? 

RS: Well, actually maybe he 
didn't do such a good job. But so 
what? It's pretty hard to keep cows 
out of here what with all that un- 
guarded border between Big Bend 
and Mexico. It's just not fair to 
expect us to spend all our time 
keeping a bunch of illegal alien 
cows out of the park, especially 
when the whole Border Patrol can't 
even keep illegal alien people out. 
It's just too hard, and it costs too 
much money and the budget is 
tight and we have all those parking 
lots to pave for RVs to park on and 
oh, my.. . (Here the transcript shows 
a series of deep sobs followed by 
moans and vaguely coherent blub- 
bers involving various unsavory 
acts of love committed upon barn- 
yard animals.) 

EFlers: Stop crying and get you 
hands out of your pants, Ranger 
Smith. If you can't afford to get rid 
of them, then why don't you just 
shoot them? Bullets are pretty 
cheap, the cows are clearly tres- 
passing, and once you shoot ten or 
twenty, it's pretty likely that their 
owners will take more care to keep 
them where they are supposed to / 
be. Or haven't you thought of that, fj 
you stupidly complicit advocate ofi ( 
the destruction of the desert eco-| ‘ 
system? 

RS: Actually, we've thought of 
that. In fact, I suggested it myself, 
personally, to the Park Director 
while I was massaging his buttocks 
a while back. But in light of our 
country's present interest in keep- 


ing relationships with Mexico 
friendly and warm, we just can't 
shoot any Mexican cows right now. 

EFlers: So in order to keep alive 
our national chances of appropriat- 
ing the country of Mexico and its 
natural resources wholesale, we've 
got to keep a bunch of Mexican 
ranchers happy by allowing their 
cows to destroy the last best 
Chihuahuan desert in the world? 
To keep George Bush and his shiny 
dome-head on the path to imperi- 
alist glory we've got to camp in cow 
shit when we escape to the wilder- 
ness? Fuck that, we're going out to 
shoot some cows ourselves. But 
first, can you tell us why there is raw 
sewage running out of a pipe into 
the Chisos Basin pouroff? 

RS: Ah, yes, well, no, that is 
not actually running out of a pipe, 
you see. The pipe is there to bring 
water up to the basin out of the 
desert floor, so they can wash the 
milkshake maker at the Hotel and 
Restaurant up there. Also water the 
horses at the remuda, water thirsty 
campers like yourselves, and carry 
away nasty camper dooky from the 
several bathrooms around the ba- 
sin. That's what that pipe and valve 
you see on the window trail are for. 
To draw water out of the desert so 
people can utilize it. Now as for the 
sewage in the creek, well, that 
comes from a leak in one of the 
cesspools we've built down below 
the campground. Nobody knows 
why the thing leaks — maybe be- 
cause there is a hole in it — but the 
State of Texas came out and looked 
at it and said that it's OK. So that 
there is an approved sewage leak. 
Nothing wrong with it a-tall. The 
increased diversity of wildlife 
downstream from it is just an added 
bonus. You get all kinds of flies, and 
a whole lot of slime in the creek to 


look at that never would have been 
there otherwise. Green algae, red 
algae, and funny smells, too. So 
stop bitching and get the hell out of 
the park. And take your box of cow 
shit with you. Be thankful you 
came in 1991 instead of 2001, by 
which time we will have paved the 
entire 10,000 square miles and in- 
stalled RV hookups every ten feet, as 
far as the eye can see. Relax, go on 
over to McDonald's for a burger, 
and forget about the cows. 

EFlers: Wait! You damned 
idiot! We're not finished yet! Have 
any of you noticed that there are 
thousands of hikers going around 
the desert here drinking up all the 
water from the springs that the 
wildlife used to drink from? Did it 
ever occur to any of you to tell 
people to bring their own water 
instead of stealing it from the 
Colima Warbler, which nests only 
in one small canyon here in Big 
Bend? Did it? Huh, did it? 

RS: Well, now, you know that 
the Colima Warbler is not endan- 
gered. So why the hell are you so 
worried about it? What I always say 
is, if it ain't broke, don't fix it. And 
anyway, even as we speak, the Park 
Director has some of his favorite 
Rangers at work making a slide 
show which will vaguely encourage 
people not to litter so much, not to 
use so much water, and not to drive 
their four-wheel-drive vehicles 
through Peregrine Falcon nesting 
areas unless they really think it 
would be a lot of fun and they 
would be sad if they didn't get to. So 
you see that we're doing everything 
humanly possible to address the 
problems you've brought up today. 
Now leave. 

So the Earth Firstlers, James, 
Erik, and David, set him on fire and 
went to Burger King to eat. 



Greater Yellowstone Bison Update 






In order to relieve the pressure and tainted image Montana currently 
"suffers" due to the killing of wild bison, the State of Montana's Department 
of Commerce, along with the urging of sportsmen's groups and cattle 
industry pewks, effectively forced the issue of population control upon 
Yellowstone National Park by persuading the Montana State Legislature to 
end the sport hunting of bison in Montana. Think they're safe in the 
national park? "Under the auspices of a National Park Service research 
project, Yellowstone National Park will remove, through shooting, 

25 bison (cows, most pregnant with nearly full-term calves) 
from the Yellowstone Bison population," quoted the 
Executive Briefing Statements of Operations Plan. 

The Fund For Animals (FFA) brought a lawsuit ’ 

against the research project four days before the 
killing was planned, obtained a temporary re- 
straining order at noon the day the killings 
began (Three pregnant cow bison were 
killed) and three days later, April 11, the 
Park announced it would drop plans to 
kill bison for brucellosis research. Looks 

like the bison in the park are relatively ^ 

"safe" for at least this spring and sum- M m 

mer, largely due to the efforts of bison M iff. 

activists in Montana, the EFIBI (Earth _ 

First! Bison Intervention), the Hunt ■ 

Saboteurs, and the FFA's legal chal- ■ • V 1 

lenges. Billy, Babette, and little Bam- 
bam Bison extend their not-shot- 
through-the-heart thanks to you all! 

Y'all come baaack soon, ya hear? Let us 
not forget the two activists who still face 
sentences for intervening, harassing, and 
"insulting and provoking" during the hunt 
in March, 1990. (see Bison article inBrigid '91 for 
background information) 

The bison situation continues to be a public 
lands grazing issue. • A fundamental problem in 
Montana is that bison are viewed as just another kind of 
cow, and management agencies try to use techniques that 
work with cattle on bison. But bison are a Pleistocene mammal 
and an anachronism from that world and time, and cattle management 
doesn't apply! Besides, Gaia's "management tool" — natural selection — 
and predation (wolves), are the only "management" the bison need inside 
the park! Outside the park, the whole western US is a badly-overused cow 
pasture with antiquated laws designed to maintain an obsolete frontier 
tradition. Cows are exotic aliens to the Greater Yellowstone, a mere 


commodity, a cash crop. Like the slaveholders in the South, the cowboys 
of the West must give up their traditions and immediately change their 
lifestyles! 

The Park must immediately recognize a complete ecosystem rather than 
a political boundary. The Park must phase out the winter operation with 
complete closure of all groomed trails by winter 1993. Not only are crotch 
rockets a loud and obnoxious infringement upon the winter sanctuary and 
serenity of Yellowstone, the groomed roads they run on 
provide unnaturally easy migration routes out of the 
* deep snow-bound park interior. The bison's sum- 

mer range has expanded because of the fires of 
~ '88, but adequate winter range has never been 


_rja i 

"available." If the snow-covered roads 
I W j were not groomed, the snow would effec- 
I tively eliminate the easy energy- saving 

routes out of the park. Predators and 
natural winter kill would keep the 
herds healthy, eliminating the per- 
ceived need for human manage- 
ment and control. 

M The federal government, or 

VPpI someone with lotsa greenbacks, 
should buy up all state and pri- 
vate lands necessary to provide 
bison with winter range outside 
: B# wjhM the P ar ^- They did this for elk in 

the '20s — the park used to be 
m E square in the northwest corner — 
E why not now for the bison? The 
M Forest Circus should cancel all graz- 
jL ing leases which conflict with the 

jjj IMt winter migration needs of the bison. 

This will benefit both the bison and the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem as a 
w h°le. If the cattle people are really so 
| 9 concerned about the bison busting -fences, 

trampling shrubbery, knocking over hay stacks, 
and robbing their pastures of grass, they would sim- 
ply move their kowz out of the ecosystem! CATTLE FREE 
IN '93! BUFFALO PIES, NOT COW PIES! Write Yellowstone National 
Park and demand that it shut down its winter operations: Stupor-intendent 
Barbee, POB 168, YNP, WY 82190. Phone: 307-344-3781 ext. 2303 or 2209. 

Fer more info, pleeze write: Yellowstone Bison Watch!, POB 1733, 
Bozeman, MT 59771. 

— Fire Grizzly 
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I DREAMT OF BUFFALO LAST NIGHT 

shelled and naked they litter the plains, 

our hearts, our minds. 

splatter-shot holy mounds glowing blood-red and moon white 
like moon children shot down from a summer sky, 
bloating sour on an empty earth. 

we step over them on our way to school 
drink in the stench and spit in their empty eyes, 
we don’t hear the wailing. 

one buffalo two buffalo three buffalo four... 

knock'm up, shoot'm down 

take'm down, boys, take'm down. 

line'm up cross-hatch just north of the medicine wheel 

gun fuck bang precious prizes for empty souls. 

black slick buffalo beneath the ground 

take'm down, boys, take'm down. 

just show us the spots that aren’t sacred and we will 

drill the buffalo anyway. > 

all we want is the skin off your back 
it says so here in the contract. 

precious prizes for empty souls. 

a new buffalo robe for you, my sweet, 
let's hang them on necklaces in the galleria 
or wrap them ion plastic for later on. 

sand — swept mounds of rot in the desert 
the amazon wilts in tire stench. 

jungle buffalo weaving intricate patterns in red and gold and blue 
take'm down, boys, take'm down 

precious prizes for empty souls. 

empty eyes search the midnight sun 

ghost white horns point north 

we step over them on our way to school 

the undulating echoes through their bloated bellies 

and into the backs of our dreams. 

the wind, she caresses their bare bloodied bodies and slips, wailing, between their 
moon-white horns. 

why, she wails 

why oh why? — MARTHA SCANLAN 



Mexican Wolf Recovery 

The Mexican Wolf Recovery Wolf Recovery is Not and Ex- 

Team wants — no, needs to hear periment. It's a federal program 

from YOU! The issue of wolf that is needed for ecological and 

reintroduction in the Southwest is ethical reasons, and is backed up by 
"on the front burner," and the the Endangered Species Act. Nor are 
USFWS is preparing an Environ- these wolves non-essential. If you 
mental Assessment on the proposed don't believe me, ask the wolves! 
experimental release of the Mexi- The non-essential, ecological ex- 
can wolf into New Mexico and Ari- periment is the livestock industry, 

zona. The catch word is "experi- for whom the 1982 amendment 

mental," and it refers to the desig- and this particular designation was 
nation of "experimental popula- established to protect. We need to 
tion" that would curse those tell the USFWS, which has the re- 
wolves. sponsibility to recover the Mexican 

A 1982 amendment to the ESA wolf, that the experimental, non- 

allows for this designation, and essential population would be a 

even allows wildlife managers to political designation that has 
deem the wolves essential or non- nothing to do with the conserva- 
essential to the species' existence. tion of the species. Earth First!ers in 

The amendment states that such a Arizona told the USFWS at a Tucson 

designation can be authorized only public meeting that they support 
(a word wildlife managers tend to wolf reintroduction under the full 
forget) if that designation will protection of the ESA. Please write 

"further the conservation of the to the Regional Director of the 
species." This designation is con- USFWS (POB 1306 Albuquerque, 
sidered necessary, because it will NM, 87103)byMay 15. If you want 

allow for greater flexibility in man- to see a copy of the "Proposed and 
aging the four-leggeds (read, wolves General Plan for the Experimental 

to be killed for a myriad of reasons). Release of the Mexican Wolf" upon 
The proposal being discussed in the which this EA is being based, call 
EA is that of an "experimental, non- Dave Parsons at 505-766-2914. 
essential" population. — the Predator Project 
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Chipping at The Heart of the Tennessee Valley 


The TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority) and 
the US Army Corps of Engineers, long- time 
culprits of ecosystem destruction, are gearing up 
plans to rape, ruin, and export the heart of the 
Tennessee Valley further. Plans calling for the 
installation of six chipper mills along the TVA 
waterways (formerly known as the Tennessee 
River) are in the process of being reviewed and 
implemented. The mills planned for construc- 
tion will each consume a minimum of 10,000 
acres of forest annually to support their habits of 
"economic stability." But these are only the 
most local chipping mills. Over the last twelve 
months TVA has received requests for assistance 
in siting seventeen such mills, some southwest 
of Chattanooga, in Alabama, and in Georgia. 
TVA states that if the four mills in its part of the 
region are constructed, they will consume 1.353 
million acres of forest within a 75 mile radius of 
Bridgeport, Tennessee, over the next twenty 
years. 

According to TVA Division of Forestry, the 
forests can be put on 20 year cutting cycles 
because trees of any size can be utilized by 
chipping mills. (Fucking Wonderful!) 
Clearcutting would be the primary method of 
harvest (of course). Officials state that over 25% 
of wood chips would be exported to Asia, mainly 
Japan and Korea. Realistic figures will be much 
higher. 

Edward Abbey once wrote that a dammed 
river is a dead river. While this is more true in the 
desert climate of Glen Canyon, there is a slower, 
more tortuous death occurring here in the 
Southeast. These rivers are not dead, only ex- 
tremely constipated, plagued with respiratory 
problems and succumbing to cancer. TVA re- 
cently installed an electric aerator in a reservoir 
to prevent it from becoming a stagnating sedi- 
ment trap. (Sounds natural to me.) Watts Bar 
Lake "Home of Nukelier Fishin" is home for 
many cancer and tumor-ridden fish as well as 
being a site for a chipper. These rivers are calling 
out for some holistic cure, a flooding enema to 
cleanse their bowels. Heh! Heh! Heh! 

A little background on the "Valley Author- 
ity" (what a posture of arrogance!) might show 
the roots of its bad habits (such as damming the 
river for nine different reservoirs). TVA was 
conceived in the 1930s to help a recovering 
economy protect its interest from flooding as 
well as to provide employment. Later with the 
assistance of the Army Corps of Engineers, 
measures were taken to milk the river for hydro- 
power. Lake Fontana was made to provide en- 
ergy for the little town of Oak Ridge, Tennessee, 
at a time when a massive project (later known as 
the Manhattan Project) was underway. Yes, the 
Little Tennessee and Nantahala Rivers were 
dammed to build "The Bomb." 

Now TVA spends its time writing piddley 
Environmental Assessments (EAs) of generic 
quality and no depth, considering long term 
regional and global effects. A section of one EA 
discusses effects on wildlife: 

The most immediate and perhaps most obvious 
impacts to faunal resources will be the loss of indi- 
vidual smaller, less mobile species during the felling, 
skidding, and loading operations associated with 
harvesting. These losses will undoubtedly produce 
some short term adverse effects on local populations. 
Larger more mobile species will likely be able to 
escape the impacts of initial operations and seek 
shelter in adjacent areas of suitable habitat. How- 
ever, studies have shown that in the wake of such 
displacements, there follows a time of intense in- 
traspecific competition, usually resulting in in- 
creased mortality and subsequent loss of approxi- 
mately the same number of individuals as were 
originally displaced. 

In common English, it is stating that small 
slow critters will be killed off directly by this 
project. However, larger, faster critters can run 
away, but they're toast as well. 

Tennessee Wildlife and Resources Associa- 
tion and the US Department of the Interior and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service recognize 20 en- 
dangered ( including the white warty back pearly 
mussell), four threatened, two proposed endan- 
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gered, and two proposed threatened species as 
well as 25 other species on the waiting list as 
candidate species in an area impacted by one mill 
alone. This is the Parker Towing Facility which 
would be situated on Lake Nickajack. It is the mill 
that is in the current state of appeals and pro- 
cessing. Letters and phone calls should be sent 
out to all involved officials to stop this process in 
its early stages. One mill is already under con- 
struction near Linden, Tennessee, on Lake Ken- 
tucky; other mills are in earlier states of develop- 
ment. 

Public hearings have drawn crowds of over 
700 people against mill construction plans. Folks 
are waking up to threats to biodiversity. Some 
folks recognize that the major impacts of this 
project (which are unaddressed in the EA) are 
massive soil erosion, increased flooding, de- 
struction of entire watersheds, river, lake and 
reservoir sedimentation, massive fragmentation 
and destruction of habitat, perhaps even alter- 
ations in future weather patterns. Tennessee 
Valley is already heavily impacted by agriculture, 
industry, development, and too many 
greedhounds in general. I hope folks recognize 
the extent of destruction that this project will 
wreak if realized. Losing 1.353 million acres to 
four chippers alone in 20 years. That is well over 
the total acreage on the entire National Forests in 
western North Carolina. Think about that. This 
will undoubtedly be an ongoing SouthPAW 
project. So write all these cheeseball officials and 
tell them to stop this outrage. 

Travis Claud, Regulatory US ACE, POB 1070, 
Nashville, TN 37202; Senators Albert Gore & Jim 
Sasser, US Senate, Washington, DC, 20510; Rep. 
Jim Cooper, 125 Cannon HOB, Washington, DC, 
20515; J.W. Luna, Dept. Health & Environment, 
344 Corrdell Hall Bldg., Nashville, TN, 37219; 
Marvin Runyon, Chairman TVA Board, 400 West 
Summit Hill Dr., Knoxville, TN, 37902; and 
Governor Ned McWheter, State Capitol, Nash- 
ville, TN, 37219. 

— The Dragon 

Cheoah Update 

The SouthPAW Appeal of proposed timber 
sales on Cheoah Bald has been denied at the 
regional level. Chief F. Dale Robertson can still 
decide against these timber plans. Most folks are 
already aware of the fight to protect Cheoah and 
of what will be lost if the timber plans are realized. 
But in case not, here's an overview: 

At over 21,000 acres, Cheoah Bald was the 
largest area considered for wilderness by the 
Forest Service in the RARE II study. Roadbuilding 
has occurred since then. Still the area contains 
native old growth and is prime black bear habitat. 
It is home to four listed endangered species, 
eleven species listed by the North Carolina Wild- 
life Resources Commission as state sensitive, 
threatened, or endangered, and eighteen species 
up for review as endangered or threatened. 
Cheoah Bald serves as a watershed for the 
Nantahala River, which is up for designation as a 
Wild and Scenic River. Cheoah Bald is a key 
migratory path (especially for bear) between the 
Smokey Mountains National Park and the south- 
ern National Forests. Cheoah would be key 
habitat for future reintroduction of extirpated 
species which require large expanses of 
unfragmented forest. It also contains twelve 
miles of the Appalachian Trail. 

What we gotta do: Write Chief F. Dale 
Robertson, USDA, US Forest Service, PO Box 
96090, Washington, DC 20090-6090. You might 
ask the Chief to uphold the SouthPAW appeal on 
Cheoah Bald, cancel the timbering plans on 
Cheoah, close all roads constructed since RARE D, 
manage Cheoah for native diversity that requires 
large expanses of contiguous forest and old 
growth, and leave Cheoah alone. Mention the 
reasons given above, all of which will be compro- 
mised if the heavy logging planned for Cheoah 
occurs. 

—The Dragon 

\ 



Tht now-legendan SNAIL DARTER Terciru 
tanasij is the j-inch-longfish that delayed construction 
of Tintussa’s Tellico Dam, which thmmatiJ us pn- 
mary habitat. Populations survive in a few other rivers 
Snail darters art important in their ecosystem they 
transport embryonic mussels, which clean the water by 
straining it through their gills. 

Wilderness Bill 
for Virginia ? 


Congressmen Jim Olin, Rick Boucher, and 
L.F. Payne are in the process of co-authoring a 
Virginia Wilderness Bill to be introduced in this 
year's congressional session. The Virginia Wil- 
derness Committee, a coalition of activists and 
environmental groups in Virginia, has done the 
legwork for our politicians and have proposed 
areas totalling in excess of 90,000 acres, which 
would double the existing state wilderness total. 
Public response has been generally positive but 
misinformation, perpetrated in no small part by 
paranoid private interests, has caused opposition 
in some areas. 

All of the areas located within the bound- 
aries of the George Washington National Forest 
are specified in the current Roadless Evaluation 
done by the GWNF staff in conjunction with the 
Land and Resources Management Planning Pro- 
cess. Areas were recommended on the basis of 
biological, environmental, and (ugh) political 
suitability, and were based on the long-term 
Virginians for Wilderness and Preserve Appala- 
chian Wilderness proposals for "big" wilderness 
in the Central Appalachians. 

All of Virginia's roadless areas need to re- 
main roadless. The Forest Service will not protect 
these biotic communities unless it is mandated to 
do so. Now that the bill is in the drafting stages, 
it is important that your congressperson and 
senators know of your support for a broad and 
extensive wilderness plan for the Central Appala- 
chians. Write and/or call your elected represen- 
tatives now and tell them to cosponsor and sup- 
port the bill aggressively. 

Write: Your Representative, House Office 
Building, Washington, DC, 20515; Your Senator, 
Senate Office Building, Washington, DC, 20510. 
—Ernie Reed 



Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in 
neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion doesn’t get 
enough editorial attention? Don't despair. Just send 
us enough material to fill up the center section of the 
journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as you 
desire. You will be completely responsible for anything 
you print on your pages. Lay it out if you want to, or 
take advantage of whatever expertise we may be able to 
offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes 
around, unless another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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The Barton Creek Revolution 


by Christ! Stevens 

Of all the places we have fought for, Barton Creek 
is my personal totem. It is kind of a cosmic reference 
point, like Ayers Rock must be to the Aborigines of 
Australia. I learned the names and habits of rare and 
common Hill Country plants, watched Golden-cheeked 
Warblers sparring over habitat, and spent contorted hours 
squirming through Airman’s Cave. Then there’s the 
primo swimming holes, and the magic climbs up any of 
the fern-covered drainages of honeycomb limestone. 

Many people share these experiences, and others. 
But even folks who don’t hike the trails love Barton 
Creek for the gift it bears near its confluence with the 
Colorado River — Barton Springs. For the last five 
miles of its course, Barton Creek runs over a very faulted 
creekbottom. The water runs underground, is purified by 
the limestone, and joins waters that other creeks — 
Slaughter, Bear, Onion, Williamson — contribute to the 
Barton Springs portion of the Edwards Aquifer. Those 
waters surface as Barton Springs in Zilker Park, into a 
swimming pool that is used by hundreds of Austinites 
and visitors every day in the summer (and even a few in 
the winter). 

Enter the villain: Barton Creek Properties Inc., a 
subsidiary of Freeport McMoRan and Club Corporation 
of America, Inc. Freeport is known as the nation’s 
number one water polluter for its fertilizer plant in New 
Orleans. Freeport’s other big contribution to humanity is 
its massively destructive mining operation in Papua New 
Guinea. (See Freeport Indonesia article by the Rainforest 
Action Network.) The sweet guy at the helm of Freeport 
McMoRan is Jim Bob Moffett, a University of Texas 
alumnus and a good friend of University of Texas presi- 
dent Bill Cunningham (also board member of Freeport 
along with Henry Kissinger), which maybe explains why 
he wants to pick on Barton Creek. 

Club Corp. is involved with the development and 
operation of hundreds of exclusive club resorts. The 
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CEO of ClubCorp is one of the top ten richest men in 
Texas, the biggest landowner in Austin, the owner of 
Franklin Federal Bank Corp. (the largest financial insti- 
tution in Austin), and the chair of the Texas Highway 
Commission, our own Robert De[a]dman. Dedman ac- 
quired Franklin Federal from the feds through a highly 
subsidized deal involving three failed S&L’s and a lot of 
your tax money. Franklin is accused of “redlining” east 
Austin — turning down loan applications in Black and 
Hispanic communities. The Texas Highway Depart- 
ment, chaired by Dedman, has contracted for South Af- 
rican steel to build a bridge over the Houston ship chan- 
nel, has the poorest record among Texas state agencies 
for hiring women and minorities, and, of course, has a 
contemptible environmental record. Community con- 
cerns, endangered species, trees, and aquifers pose no 
ethical hurdles for the Highway Department. 

Put these two illustrious individuals together, and 
of course you have an environmental disaster planned for 
Barton Creek. Barton Creek Properties owns 4,000 acres 
about eight creek miles upstream of Barton Springs. In 
early 1990, the whole tract was presented to the Austin 
City Council as a Planned Unit Development (PUD) 
including 2,538 estate houses, 1,900 apartments, 3.3 mil- 
lion square feet of commercial and industrial develop- 
ment, and four golf courses (to be watered with treated 
sewage from the rest of the development). The PUD 
concept was created by a bill pushed through the 1989 
Texas legislature by PUD lawyer David Armbrust and 
State Sen. Gonzalo Barrientos. That law permits devel- 
opers to incorporate their developments as separate cities 
if the Austin City Council does not approve their plans. 
If Barton Creek PUD incorporated, none of Austin’s 
environmental or development regulations would apply, 
and no doubt the laws of this new city — let’s call it 
McMoRan, TX — would be written to Moffett and 
Dedman ’s specifications. 

Despite this threat, Austin rose to the occasion. 
Earth First!, Save Barton Creek Association (SBCA), the 
Austin Chronicle, and the Polemicist joined forces in an 
un-choreographed ballet. EF! printed and distributed 








vrj .. 








thousands of fliers, EF! and SBCA did mailouts, and Jim 
Hill of SBCA secured radio spots. Tim Jones of EF! 
gathered particularly damning evidence against the PUD, 
spending hundreds of “creek hours” doing water quality 
tests and photo-documentation of pollution being gener- 
ated by an existing golf course on the PUD. Darryl 
Slusher & Robert Bryce of the Chronicle, and Scott 
Henson, Kathy Mitchell, and Tom Philpott Jr. of the 
Polemicist did excellent and compelling investigative 
research on the PUD and its promoters, enraging 
Austinites from all walks of life. 

All of these efforts were rewarded at the June 7-8 
City Council hearing. Literally a thousand people showed 
up to protest the PUD project! Over 800 citizens signed 
up to speak on the project, only 10-15 of whom spoke in 
favor of it. For 14 hours straight (!) we kept the City 
Council awake listening to our testimony. This was truly 
the most momentous environmental Waterloo in Austin’s 
history. Although the PUD boys had lined up their votes 
when the City Council walked into the 
hearing at 4:00 pm, by 6:00 in the mom- 
ing we had won a unanimous vote against 
* the PUD. 

From that point, the developers had several av- 
enues of recourse. First, they could just give up, and 
donate the land to The Nature Conservancy to a wildlife 
preserve as just compensation for their evil deeds. (Okay, 
we really expect them to do that) They could also 
attempt to incorporate the property as McMoRan, Texas, 
or subdivide it and bring each portion to the City as a 
separate development. Hedging their bets, they moved 
in both of these directions. 


Meanwhile, environmentalists were not sitting idle. 
Mr. Robert Dedman: Barton Creek developer. CEO & owner of Club A boycott campaign against Bob Dedman’s bank, Franklin 
Corp., owner of Franklin Federal Bancorp, Texas Highway Federal, was launched. After a well-attended demonstra- 

Commissioner, zombie. 



Mr. Jim Bob Moffett: Sixth highest-paid CEO in the U.S. ($13 million 
a year), Barton Creek developer, rainforest rapist, butthead. 
Graduated from UT “with the highest grades of any football player." 

tion in front of their main office, it was estimated that up 
to a half million dollars of large, money market-type 
accounts were withdrawn, not including smaller check- 
ing accounts. 

Various short-lived affiliations, such as the Drop 
Deadman Alliance (DDA) or the Off Moffett Society 
(OMS), held rowdy and creative protests against these 
illustrious individuals. UT Prez Bill Cunningham, try- 
ing to improve his pals’ public image, honored Bob 
Dedman with a “Distinguished Alumnus Award.” The 
DDA threw a “Night of the Living Deadman” party at 
the ceremony, with 20 or so undead-type zombies wear- 
ing Bob Dedman masks. Cunningham also got Jim Bob 
Moffett inducted into the Longhorn Hall of Honor for his 
unnotable football career. The OMS held a “Longhorn 
Hall of Dishonor” reception for Jim Bob, chanting ‘Third 
String Loser” and “Block that PUD” into the building 
every time another tuxedo’d participant entered with his 
fur-bearing pet. At another occasion where Jim Bob 
attended a reception for a concert he was sponsoring, he 
was embarrassed by the fact that all of the ushers just 
happened to be wearing Save Barton Creek t-shirts. 

Earth First! also began a petition drive, calling for 
complete preservation of all undeveloped land in the 
Barton Creek Watershed. To date, over 14,000 signatures 
have been collected. At appropriate intervals, these peti- 
tions are publicly presented to elected officials as a re- 
minder of the strength of the Barton Creek Revolution. 

Perhaps more substantively, environmentalists be- 
gan pushing for a moratorium on development in the 
Barton Creek Watershed. At the famous June 7-8 hear- 
ing, City staff admitted that the City’s Comprehensive 
Watershed Ordinance (CWO) regulating development 
was not sufficient to protect Barton Creek and Barton 
Springs. Later when a “Zero Degradation Resolution” 
was passed, City staff was directed to draft a new CWO 
that would achieve non-degradation of Barton Creek and 
Barton Springs. 

Meanwhile we feared that the PUD developers 
would re-submit portions of the PUD as subdivisions 

continued on page 4... 
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Naked Vegetarian Environmentalists 


by Michael Fabrizio 

People are becoming increasingly aware that many of 
the activist issues we work on are interconnected. This is 
important because we may have no hope for success in 
the long run if we keep attacking the smaller issues (the 
effects of a larger problem) rather than addressing the 
cause (the larger problems themselves). 

This broadening of perspective has perhaps seen the 
most action in the area of vegetarianism. A couple of 
years ago, Carol Adams wrote The Sexual Politics of 
Meat: A Feminist-Vegetarian Critical Theory, which 
examines women are oppressed by men for the same 
larger reasons that animals are oppressed by men and by 
their patriarchal-determined society. And a short while 
ago, Marjorie Spiegel wrote The Dreaded Comparison, 
which relates the oppression of animals to the oppression 
of Blacks. 

Seeing yet another area in which the base of vegetar- 
ian thinking could be broadened, I started a small journal 
called NAVEL — Naturists Advocating Vegetarian & 
Environmental Lifestyles. I’d like to give you a brief 
sampling of some of the ideas behind it here. 


NAVEL suggests that environmentalists should be 
vegetarians, and should accept nudity (even if they don’t 
“practice” it themselves). NAVEL also suggests that 
naturists (clothing-optional minded people) should be 
vegetarian environmentalists. Since I’m addressing en- 
vironmentalists, I’ll briefly explain the vegetarian man- 
date. 

Environmentalists should be vegetarians for at least 
one simple reason: raising animals for food is the single 
most environmentally destructive practice in the United 
States. Most true environmentalists are aware that meat 
is bad for the planet, but are unaware of the staggering 
degree to which this is true. 

The primary reason why animal agriculture is so bad 
is this: meat production is incredibly inefficient. A 
steer, for example, consumes 16 times as much grain as it 
produces as meat. This wastes an enormous amount of 
land — 260 million acres of forest have been cleared in the 
U.S. alone to graze cattle or to grow their feed. (That’s 
two and a half times the size of California.) Meat pro- 
duction wastes a staggering amount of water as well — 
the average American’s diet for one day requires 4,000 


gallons of water to produce, while a pure vegetarian s 
uses only 300. You can save 3,700 gallons of water 
every day just by avoiding animal foods. Since a shower 
uses about 25 gallons, you save as much water by not 
eating animal foods for one day as you would save by not 
showering for five months. 

Keep in mind also that there are plenty of other good 
reasons to avoid meat First and foremost, eating meat is 
eating death. Other animals kill because they have to, but 
humans kill because we want to. Second, you will be 
much healthier by giving up meat. People argue with me 
about this, but the best they can come up with is abstract 
theory. The evidence that vegetarianism is healthier 
comes from several large studies from all over the world 
that examined what people actually ate and what their 
health was actually like. 

To get NAVEL, send $2 for one copy or $8 for four 
to: 

NAVEL 
PO Box 7382 
Austin, TX 78713-7382 
(512) 453-3424 
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Bruce Fox springs 
Outer Loop group 

When nine of us Earth First! ers 
were arrested last year for lock- 
ing ourselves to roadbuilding 
equipment to stop the construc- 
tion of the Outer Loop, we ex- 
pected them to throw the book at 
us. However, we had attorney 
Bruce Fox on our side. He rep- 
resented us, pro bono, and got all 
of our charges dropped. Of 
course, he can’t afford to take 
everyone’s cases for free, but if 
you’re going to hire an attorney, 
then you definitely want some- 
one on your side. Support the 
lawyers who support Earth First! 

Bruce S. Fox 

Attorney at Law 

Dowling & Wilson 
2003 North Lamar 
Austin, TX 78705 
(512) 444-4FOX 
(512) 444-4369 
24 hours 


Wilderness Bayou 


One of the most botanically diverse areas in North 
America needs your help. Winters Bayou Scenic Area in 
the Sam Houston National Forest of Texas is a 7 10-acre 
region which contains habitat for rare species such as 
crane-fly and yellow-fringed orchids, and pileated and 
red-cockaded woodpeckers. It also contains mature stands 
of loblolly pine, gigantic cabbage palmetto, a Heron 
rookery, and resident alligators. The species in this area 
are too numerous to list. The great variety of vegetation 
is almost unmatched in any U.S. national forest 

Unfortunately, the official boundaries of this area 
arc too small to properly maintain such genetic diversity. 
With the acquisition of 130 acres of private land, the 
closing of one dirt road, and the addition and rehabilita- 
tion of some of the Forest Service’s pine plantations, you 
can help expand the Scenic Area into a true Winters 
Bayou Wilderness. In addition to helping to preserve the 
area, you will find many ways to have fun in the region, 
such as bird-watching, camping, photography, hiking, 
nature study, and canoeing. All these activities, and 
more, can be enjoyed without having any negative impact 
on the wilderness. Aspects which cait be explored on the 
private land that needs to be acquired include Indian 
sites, the world’s largest Laurel Oak tree, early white 
settler sites, and historic buildings. 


Saving Winters Bayou from becoming trailer parks 
or dear-cuts will require YOUR help. Here are some 
ideas for WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

• Donate money for land purchases to: 

Wilderness Club 
Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 

• Write the Forest Service Supervisor to outlaw hunting 
in Scenic Areas and to end clear-cutting: 

National Forests in Texas 
701 N. First Street 
Lufkin, TX 75901 


• Lobby your senators and representatives for Wilder- 
ness designation of Winters Bayou, and to support the 
Clear-cut Restraint Bill HR 2406. 

• Visit the area to hike, camp, carry away trash, etc. 
Check with the caretakers at (713) 592-7664 to sched- 
ule your visit during a time of low-impact. 

• Work on displays for a Museum/Nature Center being 
created. 

• Schedule the Winters Bayou slide show to be shown to 
your civic club, conservation organization, etc. Con- 
tact the Wilderness Club at the address above. 


The Texas Oasis 

is published every so often when we can afford it by Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, Austin, TX 7871 3-7292, 
(512) 478-7666. We’re very poor and donations are always welcome. This issue doubles as an insert to 
the national Earth First! journal. Extreme, slobbery thanks to the Journal for printing and distributing this 
dirt cheap. Thanks to the contributors for writing It. Thanks to Neal & Chrlstl for organizing it. Thanks to 
Vikki for proofreading. Thanks to Roger Baker for providing an extra computer. Thanks to Michael 
Fabrizio for typing and typesetting. Thanks to other EF! groups tor doing their thing. Thanks to Mother 
Earth for her encouragement. No thanks to George Bush, Manuel Lujan, Robert Dedman, and others too 
numerous to mention. 
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The Llano Estacado Georegion 


by Llano Estacado Earth First! 

As a newly formed Earth First! circle headquartered 
here in the Texas panhandle, we think it important to share 
a little about our unique tribal territory and the environ- 
mental situation out here, primarily because it has not been 
addressed before. We are located immediately on the 
Eastern edge of an immense plateau (around 80,000 square 
miles) known as the Llano Estacado, a Spanish phrase 
meaning staked plains. About 100,000 years ago the 
Canadian and Pecos rivers to the west, by the process of 
headwater erosion, ate through the short-grass prairie of 
the Southern High Plains, isolating the Llano Estacado as 
a distinctive georegion. Other rivers, such as the Washita, 
the Red, the Pease, the Brazos, the Colorado, and the 
Concho, which all originate on the Plains, had a similar 
effect on the east side as they formed a complex of 
beautiful and dramatic canyons comparable, but much less 
known than those found on the Colorado Plateau. 

This massive drainage system which serves as a 
vital habitat for the majority of our remaining wildlife, 
historically maintained exceptional biodiversity. At one 
time they supported bison, pronghorns, black bears, cou- 
gars, wolves, wild mustangs, and eagles alongside the 
many species which remain. Of course, that was before the 
rancher- herder- farmer-succession that mechanically over- 
grazed the prairie, stripped off the vegetation, broke up the 
ground, and destroyed the topsoil. Before our “venerable” 
pioneers arrived, there existed a fascinating myriad of life 
dependent on what this fragile ecosystem had to offer, 
most of which has since been destroyed. Of course, the 
story of subjugation doesn’t stop with agricultural domi- 
nation. Since the “conquest” of the Llano Estacado, it has 
been subsequently threatened with oil retrieval, gravel 
mining, excessive pesticide use, and development. To 
supplement its demise, we also manifest and celebrate all 
the “admirable” human institutions that spell out DEATH 
to nature: Christianity (we’re in the bible belt), capitalism, 
materialism, and, of course, greed and ignorance. 

The most prevalent and singular problem , though, is 
excessive privatization. Despite efforts in the 1930’s to 
incorporate a million acres of scenic and biologically 
important canyonlands into a national park, public lands 
remain despairingly scarce. Although there are many 
millions of acres of these vital habitat areas still in wilder- 
ness condition, a measly 30,400 have been “protected” as 
state paries. We have no substantial national parks, pre- 
serves, or the like (save several tiny and scattered wildlife 
refuges and a token National Grassland — utilized prima- 
rily for grazing and recreation), mainly because people 
don’t know the canyonlands exist. Due to the fact that they 
are below the horizon they are seldom seen and are 
drastically under-appreciated even when they are. Few 
realize the ecological significance or the biological value 
of canyons. And an uncomfortable number of the locals 
still seem to foster an archaic dislike of wilderness, here in 


our semi-desert environment, and tend to vacation in 
Rocky Mountain condominiums rather than attempt to 
appreciate their own bioregion. 

There is some hope though — agriculture is failing. 
Studies indicate that the agrarian attempt on the Plains has 
been nothing short of an environmental disaster. Though 
the folks here don’t want to accept their titanic failure and 
realize the true negligence of our revered pioneers, time 
will reveal their mistake. While farmers are pumping our 
Ogalala Aquifer dry and poisoning our soil with pesti- 
cides, ranchers are over-grazing the land and seriously 
disturbing the ecosystems by killing the natural predators. 
And of course, this kind of practice won’t last because it 
isn’t ecologically sustainable. Luckily, more and more 
land parasites seem to be leaving the industry due to the 
economic instability inherent in Plains farming and ranch- 
ing. Eventually this may mean the prospect of additional 
public land or at least more ecologically viable utilization. 

In an effort to reverse these catastrophes, Llano 


Estacado Earth First! intends to promote a more 
bioregionalistic attitude by encouraging people to appre- 
ciate the land, and making people realize that we have 
treated it unfairly. Fortunately these unhealthy attitudes 
are changing somewhat — mainly with the help of a 
couple of recent books intended for that purpose. But 
never fast enough. We also hope to draw public attention 
to the environmental problems plaguing the area, and to 
play a part in enforcing existing laws which protect our 
prairie and canyon ecosystems and the life that abounds in 
them. In fact, one of our current areas of focus is the 
federal open oil-pit law that mandates netting and can save 
hundreds of thousands of waterfowl every year, but which 
is grossly under-enforced. In addition, we intend to 
produce an extended National Park proposal that would 
encompass some of the more biologically important wil- 
derness areas. Ultimately though, we will give the can- 
yons and grasslands the voice they deserve, and fight for 
their freedom always. LONG LIVE THE CANYONS! 


Llano Estacado Earth First! 


Llano Estacado Earth First! is a newly formed Earth 
First! circle headquartered in Lubbock and dedicated 
to the preservation of our Plains and Canyon wilder- 
ness. We embrace the No Compromise stance and 
biocentric beliefs of the national movement, but 
assert our autonomy and individuality by not being 
limited by other Earth First! group ideals or objec- 
tives. We are ultimately united in our belief that the 
Earth comes first. As a local tribe with our own 
objectives, we will: 

1. Work toward biodiversity, stress the primacy of 
wilderness, and promote bioregionalism. 

2. Remain at the cutting edge of radical environmen- 
talism — visionary, but not limited by conven- 
tional practicality. 

3. Continue to be emotional, passionate, and retain a 
sense of humor. 

Llano Estacado Earth First! represents the viewpoints 
and goals of its participants but does not embrace any 
particular religion or political philosophy. We 
appreciate each other’s varying beliefs. We are 
unapologetic advocates for the natural world and all 
that is wild and aim to defend it in all cases. 

The tribal boundaries for Llano Estacado Earth 
First! will roughly extend north to the area immedi- 
ately south of Amarillo and south to the area immedi- 


ately north of Midland-Odessa. Our boundaries will 
extend west to the Canadian escarpment and east to 
the Caprock escarpment. We will also take actions 
beyond these limits as appropriate. These bound- 
aries will be in effect until another local EF! tribe 
emerges, at which time we will re-define our 
respective territories. 

We need the support of like thinkers. If you 
would like to join us, make a donation, be on our 
mail/phone list for actions, receive our newsletter 
(‘The Canyon Echo”), or if you can help in any way, 
please contact us. All names and addresses will be 
kept confidential, unconditionally. Pseudonyms are 
welcome. 

Llano Estacado Earth First! 

POB 4733-TTU • Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 

ft — For all that is Wild and that which should be 
Llano Estacado Earth First! 

To all area EF! groups: 

Please include us on any future mailings and keep us 
up to date on any actions, rendezvous, workshops, 
concerts, etc. We will be sure to do the same for 
you. 

If you are ever in the Lubbock area, be sure to 
let us know and we will make sure that you have a 
place to stay. 


Texas EF! Grou 

ps & Contacts 

AUSTIN 

PANHANDLE 

Austin EF! 

Llano Estacado EF! 

POB 7292 

POB 4733-TTU 

Austin, TX 78713-7292 

Lubbock, TX 79409 

(512) 478-7666 

(806) 747-3552 

San Marcos EF! 

EAST TEXAS 

1000 Uhland Road 

Larry Shelton 

San Marcos, TX 78666 

SAN ANTONIO. 

Rt. 4, Box 9450 
Nacogdoches, TX 75961 j 

William Larson 

East Texas EF! 

9122 Oak Downs Road 

Rt. 3, Box 113 

San Antonio, TX 78230 

Cleveland, TX 77327 

(512) 342-2520 

(713) 592-7664 

Kathy Porter 


POB 311712 


New Braunfels, TX 78131 

To get the national Earth 
First! journal, send $20 to: 


Earth First! journal 

EF! Out There 

POB 5176 

POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 

Missoula, MT 59806 
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Rattlesnake Roundups 


by Michael Fabrizio 

Rattlesnake roundups are public fes- 
tivals held every spring in small towns in 
Texas, Oklahoma, and now New Mexico. 
The roundups consist of macho cowboys 
doing “tricks” with the snakes (such as 
kissing them, getting out of a sleeping bag 
full of them, kicking them out of the way 
with bare feet, and seeing how many stomps 
it takes to kill one) while announcers provide 
plenty of disinformation. Ratdesnake meat 
is usually for sale, and there are craft shows 
which sell rattlesnake hats, belts, earrings, 
toilet seat covers, and everything else you 
could possibly think of. At some shows, 
spectators can pay to have their picture 
taken with a snake (whose mouth has been 
sewn shut so it cannot bite), and at some 
roundups children can pay for the privilege 
of cutting a snake’s head off with an axe. 
The roundups are usually held by commu- 
nity groups such as the Chamber of Com- 
merce or the Jaycees, and the money col- 
lected is given to charities as an excuse to 
continue holding the event. 

Environmental problems include that 
gasoline is sprayed into the ground to catch 
the snakes, and other ripple effects 
throughout the ecosystem (e.g. , unrestrained 
rodent populations). Ethical problems in- 
clude that roundups teach that it is killing is 


honorable, and that snakes are often caught 
months before a roundup and imprisoned in 
cages without food or water. 

Roundup partipants are not quite so 
tough when you consider that the snakes are 
half-asleep from hibernation and half-dead 
from being gassed. The roundups are held in 
spring because the snakes are still hibernating 
and are not as dangerous because they are 
groggy. They are also suffering the stress of 
having been hunted out of their dens with 
gasoline. Many are also weakened from be- 
ing stored in cages without concern for tem- 
perature, bedding, food, or water. 

Austin Earth First! joined with herpe- 
tologists and animal rights activists in first- 
ever protests of the Taylor and Sweetwater 
rattlesnake roundups. The protest in 
Sweetwater this year saw nearly 100 protest- 
ers. 

To voice your opinion about rattlesnake 
roundups, write to the Executive Director and 
Commissioners of the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife. 

Texas Parks & Wildlife 
4200 Smith School Road 
Austin, Texas 78744 

The author would like to thank Jim Seippel for 
providing much of the information for this article 
and for being a pioneer rattlesnake roundup fighter. 
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The Fight for 


Barton Creek Revolution 


...continued from page 1 

under the old CWO, thus avoiding new regulations 
under the improved CWO. To end-run this situation, 
we sought a temporary moratorium on development 
applications in the Watershed. After a full five 
months of pushing and shoving at City Council, we 
finally got a three-month moratorium, beginning in 
December 1990, and ending March 1, 1991. How- 
ever, proving once again that “just because you’re 
paranoid doesn’t mean they’re not really out to get 
you,” the PUD developers submitted two portions 
of the PUD, “pod” 9 and “pod” 11, just before the 
moratorium. These pods, both creekside segments 
consisting of the best Golden-cheeked Warbler 
habitat on the property, are now “grandfathered” 
from the new improved CWO. The road leading to 
pod 9 was named “Warbler Way (Private Drive).” 

By the end of February 1991, the »:ew CWO 
had been drafted. However, the City Manager, at 
the Chamber of Concrete’s behest, pointed out at 
the last minute that an Economic Impact (Impasse?) 
Study had to be prepared for the ordinance before it 
could be enacted. On the other hand, the developers 
were threatening, not idly, to sue the City’s pants 
off if we extended the moratorium. They would 
have all the support they needed from the Austin- 
bashing bubbas at the Texas legislature. It looked 
like we were in checkmate. It looked like we would 
have to let the moratorium lapse, and watch the 
development applications start rolling in. It looked 
like another long night at City Council. 

Fortunately, someone crafty down at the City 
found an elegant way out of the checkmate. Turns 
out, even if the permanent ordinance is still tied 
wrists and ankles to the bureaucracy, it’s okay to 
pass an interim ordinance. And that’s what we did. 
No, it’s not “complete preservation of all undevel- 
oped portions of the watershed”, but the developers 
hate it, so it must be good. Also, at that Council 
hearing, City staff asked a thorny question: Was the 
new ordinance to apply to the Barton Creek Water- 
shed or the Barton Springs Watershed? Under the 
watchful eye of a water-loving citizenry, the Coun- 
cil voted for the Springs. This was no minor tech- 
nicality. Since Barton Springs is fed by the portion 
of the Edwards Aquifer supplied by Barton Creek, 
Slaughter Creek, Onion Creek, Williamson Creek, 
Bear Creek, and Little Bear Creek, this new ordi- 
nance applies to all of these watersheds! 

To quickly bring events up to the present. I’ll 
mention that the PUD’s attempt to incorporate 
“McMoRan, Texas” has failed. In order to get 
enough votes on the incorporation petition to make 
it valid, the developers had to include Barton Creek 


Estates, an already developed neighborhood sur- 
rounded by, but separate from, the PUD proposal. 
Also, the boundaries of “McMoRan, Texas” ex- 
cluded some parts of the PUD property. Travis 
County Judge Bill Aleshire ruled that the petition 
was invalid because the PUD law (House Bill 4) 
clearly states that in order for the PUD to incorpo- 
rate as “McMoRan, Texas”, the boundaries have to 
be the same as the original PUD proposal! You 
have to wonder how the PUD boys could fuck this 
up so badly. Not only are they paid well enough to 
think of details like this, but the PUD lobbyist, 
David Armbrust, was the author of House Bill 4! 

Now the Texas legislature is back in session, 
ready to go to bat for the PUD boys again. At the 
time of this writing I estimate there must a dozen 
bills introduced which are written 
specifically to benefit the PUD de- 
velopers. A few examples: a bill 
that opens a loophole in HB4 to 
allow the PUD to incorporate, a 
bill that puts a moratorium on 
moratoriums, a bill that allows a 
subdivision to be approved by the 
City’s Planning Department with 
no review by citizens or elected 
officials, and numerous bills to limit 
the power of the City’s CWO. To 
name a few names, we’re talking 
about PUD lobbyists Dick Brown, 

Stan Schleuter, and David 
Armbrust; Senators Ken Armbrister 
and Bill Simms; and Representa- 
tives Robert Saunders and Mark 
Stiles, who are principal Austin- 
bashers. Our local state senator, 

Gonzalo Barrientos, has been a 
demagogue for Barton Creek ever 
since the PUD’s historic defeat. 

He’s made a lot of promises re- 
garding legislation he has now in- 
troduced titled the “Barton Springs 
Protection Act”. Nearly all those 
in the eco-community who have 
reviewed this bill feel it doesn’t 
live up to its name; it actually ap- 
pears to threaten the little protec- 
tion the creek is afforded under 
current law. Cynics such as my- 
self can still remember the last time 
ol’ Gonzo interceded for us at the 
capitol, regarding the city’s En- 
dangered Species Ordinance. His 
“compromise” made the ESO ille- 
gal. How likely is it that any deal 


he negotiates will favor the creek? (That 
was a rhetorical question.) 

What about the Habitat Conservation Plan? 
At this point all I can tell you is that it was recently 
re-drafted to preserve more of the lower Barton 
Creek Watershed, including pods 9 & 11 of the 
PUD, as well as some other properties which are 
prime Warbler Habitat This is some pricey habitat 
to acquire, so we’re not expecting miracles since 
taxpayers are expected to pick up the bill. The 
acreage added in Barton Creek does not as yet, 
total up as a viable Warbler preserve. One twist is 
the Barton Springs Salamander, which lives only in 
Barton Springs and is as yet undescribed to sci- 
ence! When a taxonomic study now underway is 
released, we will immediately petition Fish & 
Wildlife for its protection. Even if the Warbler 
habitat on Barton Creek is not preserved under the 
HCP, we may get a second chance to protect it and 
other watersheds for the sake of the salamanders. 
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Barton Springs Salamai 


Description: Pinkish-brown aquatic salamander generally 
less than 3” long with reddish external gills, reduced eyes, 
thin elongated limbs and translucent skin. 

Status: The Barton Springs salamander is an undescribed 
species, belonging to the genus Eurycea. Its existence has 
been known for many years, but its status as a distinct species 
has only recently been established. When it is introduced into 
the scientific literature and given a full scientific name, it will 
undoubtedly be a candidate for listing as an endangered 
species. Dr. David Hillis, a zoologist at UT Austin, is close 
to completing a taxonomic study of describing the Barton 
Springs salamander and other related Eurycea salamanders 
of the springs of the Hill Country. The study, delayed several 
times, is due to be released this summer. 

Neoteny: The Barton Springs salamander is a neotenic 
salamander, which means that it becomes sexually mature in 
the larval stage of its development. Unlike other amphibians, 
the Barton Springs salamander does not metamorphose into 
a land-dwelling organism but rather remains in the aqueous 
environment of the springs and aquifer. 

Habitat: The Barton Springs salamander is an aquifer- 
dwelling salamander and has been found only at Barton 
Springs in Zilker Park. The springs flow from a small 
limestone aquifer known as the “Barton Springs Edwards 
Aquifer” because its primary outflow is at Barton Springs. 

Threats: Pollution of the aquifer and springs due to develop- 
ment in the aquifer’ s recharge zone is the primary threat to the 
survival of the Barton Springs salamander. Some say “the 
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Give 'em enough rope... 


“I keep thinking about that guy on the cross. I tell 
myself, forgive them, for they know not what they 
do.” 

— Jim Bob Moffett comparing himself to Jesus, 
and pitying the misguided Austinites 
who opposed his development. 
Texas Monthly, August 1990 

“We’re more conscientious on the environment 
than anyone in that room [City Council]. We have 
to be. We’re in environmentally sensitive busi- 
nesses all over the world.” 

— Jim Bob comparing himself to environmentalists 

Ibid. 

“The ‘fertigation’ technique, which supplies 
various liquid products [i.e., sewage] through the 
sprinkler system is effective because it gets more 
of the desired product to the turf by virtue of the 
water-based application process. 

— “The Facts About. ..the Barton Creek Project” 
by ClubCorp subsidiary, Barton Creek Properties 


“An inspector for the Texas Water Commission 
recently found sprinkler heads at the Lost Creek 
Country Club [also owned by Club Corp & adja- 
cent tothe PUD] that were spraying sewage effluent 
into Barton Creek for ‘a week or six months. We 
just don’t know.’ ” 

— Austin Chronicle, Oct. 26, 1990 

Dedman said that a heavy rain could sweep a 
significant amount of the 200 tons of loam that has 
been spread on the new golf course but not yet 
covered with grass. A heavy rain “could cause 
some discoloration, but I couldn’t imagine it caus- 
ing discoloration as far away as Barton Springs,” 
Dedman said. “It’s kind of like a little pain for a 
big gain.” 

— Robert Dedman 
Austin American-Statesman, July 14, 1990 


“It’s going to be very difficult to get responsible 
companies to come into Austin. You would only 
have kooks attracting kooks.” 

— Robert Dedman again 
Austin American-Statesman, July 1, 1990 

“It hurts a little bit for environmental Johnny- 
come-latelies to criticize people who have been in 
the movement for 40 years and are doing some- 
thing about it,” 

— Robert Dedman yet again 
A ustin Business Journal, July 1 990 

Lee Biggart does admit that he and his wife get 
together every Halloween and “come up with a 
list of enemies of the family we’d like to bury ... 
I use it for the kids to teach them about friends 
and enemies.” Biggart has three children, ages 
6,12, and 15. 

— Barton Creek PUD attorney explaining the 
tombstones in his front yard bearing 
environmentalists’ names. 
Austin American-Statesman, OcL 31, 1990 
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U.S. mining threatens Indonesian forest 

University of Texas may also profit 


Editors' Note: The following article is reprinted 
from the Nov. 1990 Rainforest Action Network Ac- 
tion Alert #54. It documents crimes committed by 
Freeport McMoRan, one of the Barton Creek De- 
velopers, in another part of the world. 

The Rainforest Action Network (RAN) recently 
learned that Freeport-McMoRan, Inc., a U.S.-based 
corporation with a history of gross environmental 
and human rights abuses in Indonesia, has received 
permission to expand its gold and copper mining 
operations in Irian Jaya, the easternmost province 
of Indonesia and the site of what is generally re- 
garded as one of the largest rainforests on the planet 
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than a larger aquifer such as the San Antonio Edwards 
Aquifer. Indeed, the Barton Springs Edwards Aquifer 
has been named by the Texas Water Commission as the 
aquifer in Texas most vulnerable to pollution. With its 
external gills and thin skin, the Barton Springs 
salamander cannot tolerate pollution in its water sup- 
ply. Its survival depends on a clean, clear water supply 
in the aquifer and hence, in the springs. 



The new land Freeport recently gained per- 
mission to explore totals some 6.1 million acres, or 
roughly one-fifteenth of Irian Jaya, and encompasses 
the traditional homelands of many indigenous 
rainforest dwellers, including the Dani, Yali, Hupla, 
and Moni peoples. Many of these people have had 
little contact with the outside world. 

Freeport’s record in dealing with such people 
is chilling. George Monbiot, a BBC reporter, went 
undercover to report from Irian Jaya in 1987. In his 
book. Poisoned Arrows , Monbiot discusses an ex- 
isting Freeport mine in Irian Jaya, which was devel- 
oped on the homelands of the Amungme people. 
The Amungme lost their hunting grounds and gar- 
dens yet were offered no compensation, 
nor even jobs at the mine. According to 
Monbiot: 

“...the [Amungme] people re- 
belled, and with stolen dynamite 
blew up the pipeline carrying the 
copper ore to the coast. [Their] 
villages were then strafed by the 
Indonesian army from helicopter 
gunships and bombed by [US- 
made] Broncos; to intimidate the 
population girls were raped, then 
killed, slowly, by having sticks 
thrust up their backsides; soldiers 
took photographs of each other 
posing with their feet on the heads 
of the villagers they shot. Ameri- 
can employees at the mine were 
well aware of what was happen- 
ing, and seemed to regard it as 
entertainment.” 

Later, the Indonesian government 
forcibly resettled the Amungme to an area 
contaminated by Freeport mine tailings. 

Freeport has long benefitted from 
a close relationship with the Indonesian 
government of General Suharto, one of 
the world’s most brutal dictators. 
Suharto’s administration is unambiguous 
regarding the future of Irian Jaya’s indig- 
enous people: It has vowed that “the 
different ethnic groups will in the long 
run disappear.” The governor of Irian 
Jaya promises “a new generation of 
people without curly hair.” 

Freeport is expected to invest over 
$2 billion in expanding its Irian Jaya op- 
erations, which is virtually a state unto 
itself, entirely shielded from outside 


monitoring. 
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Barton Creek Properties slams EF! 

reprinted without permission from "The Facts About Freeport-McMoRan, ClubCorp 
International and the Barton Creek Project,” by Barton Creek Properties 

All across the country, peope are becoming more concerned about our environment 
— with our air, how our land is used, global warming, and clean water. 

This is good. 

However, radical groups have taken advantage of this positive sentiment among well 
intentioned people to promote their own interests of stopping all progress. They are 
willing to do and say anything to get their way. They obscure the real story and don’t let 
the facts get in their way. 

We urge you to scrutinize these radical groups who have been at the root of this false 
propaganda about our companies in this project. Scrutinize them as you scrutinize us. 
Look at their record; the national articles attached speak themselves. Compare our records 
as responsible companies and their record of violence. Ask yourselves — who deserves 
your support? 

Look at these articles: 

[They then run an article from The Wall Street Journal titled, “Earth First! Group Manages 
to Offend Nearly Everybody,” which goes to great length to imply that Chemey and Bari 
blew themselves up, and Alston Chase’s article, “Earth First! exhibiting a disturbing 
paradox.”] 


What you can do 

It appears that one profiteer in the Freeport 
venture will be the University of Texas. Ac- 
cording to the Indonesian Human Rights Cam- 
paign, the university’s president, William Cun- 
ningham, is also a Freeport director. The uni- 
versity recently entered into an agreement with 
Indonesia’s Bandung Institute of Technology to 
conduct a geological survey of mineral resources 
in Irian Jaya. The survey’s principal financial 
sponsor is Freeport-McMoRan, who presumably 
will be in a prime position to capitalize on the 
university’s research. 

Please write letters to the University of 
Texas and to Freeport McMoRan. 


Editors' Other Note: Although Freeport has not 
produced a scrap of evidence that any of the 
above information is false, they are threatening 
to sue RAN for printing the article. People who 
have written to Mr. Moffett or who do so in the 
future are warned by RAN, “Don’t be fooled by 
Moffett’s clever attempt to discredit the infor- 
mation in the Alert. We have met with a team of 
Freeport executives, and we remain convinced 
that the tribal people and rainforest ecosystem 
are indeed threatened by Freeport.” RAN de- 
scribes Moffett’s response as “a textbook ex- 
ample of corporate obfuscation.” For example, 
Moffett says that the Freeport mine is above the 
treeline. He does not say that it affects everything 
in the watershed below it, with roads, mine tail- 
ings, etc. This kind of obfuscation is identical in 
style to propaganda encountered by Austin envi- 
ronmentalists regarding the Barton Creek PUD. 

RAN continues, “one line [of Moffett’s 
response] in particular left me awe-struck: ‘We 
find Gereral Suharto to be a compassionate 
man...’ President Suharto murdered more than 
half a million people to gain control of Indonesia 
in 1965; the CIA, hardly given to overstating the 
bloodlust of an American ally, called it ‘one of 
the worst mass murders of the twentieth cen- 
tury.’ ” 

When RAN wrote the above article, they 
did not have the benefit of having seen the con- 
tract governing the research being conducted for 
Freeport by UT. When RAN says that Freeport 
will “presumably” be in a prime position to 
capitalize on the university’s research, they are 
making a profound understatement. The contract 
governing the research stipulates, “Regardless of 
any patent, copyright, or other type of intellectual 
property protection obtained by the University 
thereon, Freeport indonesia will have a non-ex- 
clusive, worldwide, royalty-free right to use any 
and all such Project Data...” Furthermore, the 
research proposal states that the project “will 
serve as a basis for regional exploration in Irian 
Jaya and similar settings in the rest of Southeast 
Asia by Freeport Indonesia, Inc.” 

Jim Bob Moffett has a very selective un- 
derstanding of the truth. His tactic is to present a 
portion of a fact in just the right place to obscure 
the bloody truth behind it. Anyone who who can 
see behind this smokescreen, and has the guts to 
say anything, will be harrassed with spurious 
lawsuits, or simply bought. Or, if you are a 
tribesman protesting the destruction of your na- 
tive rainforest, you could be imprisoned for 
months in a steel container from Freeport’s mine, 
as reported by Amnesty International. 
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Habitat Conflagration Plan 


by Christ! Stevens 

The federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) man- 
dates that endangered and threatened species be pro- 
tected. The Constitution guarantees private property 
rights. A clash between these two legal mandates is 
occurring in the Hill Country 
west of Austin. The rugged land 
at the eastern edge of the 
Edwards Plateau, dubbed the 
Balcones Canyonlands, supports 
the largest assemblage of en- 
dangered species of any metro- 
politan area in the United States. 

So far two songbirds, the Black- 
capped Vireo and the Golden- 
cheeked Warbler, and seven rare 
cave-dwelling invertebrates in 
the area have been listed as en- 
dangered. 

Real estate development during the “boom” of the 
early 1980’s encroached deeply on the habitat of these 
species. By 1987, the black-capped vireo had been listed 
as endangered by the Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). 
The cave bugs were granted protection in 1988, the war- 
blers in 1990. Despite the listings, development projects 
planned in endangered species habitat proceeded until 
environmental groups filed lawsuits under the ESA. These 
lawsuits, as well as media coverage of civil disobedience 
actions by Earth First! focused the attention of the com- 
munity on the plight of the endangered species. 

It seemed that the only peaceful (and non-litigious) 
solution was to develop a regional habitat conservation 
plan (HCP), as prescribed under section 10 of the ESA. 
Although “taking” — harming, hunting, habitat destruc- 
tion, etc. — of an endangered species is illegal under the 
act, a 10a permit, or “incidental take” permit, may be 
granted by the FWS if a landowner prepares an HCP 
which mitigates against the loss of the species in ques- 
tion. If the plan is accepted by the FWS, and if it is 
determined that the taking is “incidental to an otherwise 
legal activity,” the 10a permit is issued, and the bulldoz- 
ers can legally begin destruction of the habitat. In the 
case of the Balcones Canyonlands, the permit will apply 
regionally, and all landowners and government agencies 
that participate in the plan will be covered by the permit. 

The planning for the Balcones Canyonlands Con- 
servation Plan (BCCP) has been under way for over two 


years now. The executive committee, consisting of 16 
representatives chosen from government agencies, envi- 
ronmentalists, and developers, is the guiding force. A 
Biological Advisory Team (BAT), the best biological 
experts in the area, was put together to perform the 

background biological re- 
search. With this informa- 
tion and the direction of the 
executive committee, a hired 
consultant is finalizing a 
document that delineates 
potential preserve bound- 
aries and explains how they 
will be funded and managed. 
Obviously this is a ponder- 
ous effort, considering the 
numerous governmental ju- 
risdictions involved, all the 
biological variables, and the virtual war between devel- 
opers and environmentalists. 

And the money: The BCCP proposes to purchase 
some 63,000 acres of preserves. The total cost of the 
plan, estimated to be $112 million, is to be split up 
among federal, state, and local governments, developers, 
and conservation groups. The FWS will purchase 30,000 
acres for a federal wildlife ref- 
uge in the Post Oak Ridge in 
northwest Travis County. A 
habitat mitigation fee will be 
levied on development projects 
that occur outside the preserve 
boundaries. Bonds will be re- 
quired to cover most of the 
rest of the cost. Much of the 
land west of Austin has fallen 
into federal receivership sub- 
sequent to the ongoing S&L 
and banking debacle. It has 
been suggested that this land, controlled by the Resolu- 
tion Trust Corporation (RTC) could be purchased at less 
than market value. Preserve management and monitor- 
ing of species will be ongoing expenses. 

Challenges from all sides await the final plan. De- 
velopers will try to wiggle out of any financial obliga- 
tions required by the plan. Enabling legislation will need 
to be passed by the Texas legislature, known for its 
“Austin-bashing” anti-environmental tendencies. Bond 


issues must be approved by taxpayers who know little 
about the plan and hate taxes. And the RTC and the 
FDIC have sold several tracts targeted for preserves 
without informing the BCCP. 

Environmentalists are concerned whether the plan 
is likely to insure the survival of the species it was 
created for. Some have called it “a $112 million devel- 
oper bailout scheme.” Some of the executive committee 
members are more concerned with getting a feather in 
their hat than with the well-being of the species. Devel- 
opers on the executive committee have used inside infor- 
mation regarding the location of habitat to direct their 
bulldozers. 

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) will 
need to be prepared to review the plan. The same con- 
sultants drafting the plan will be drafting the EIS, pre- 
senting something of a conflict of interest problem. Also, 
FWS has agreed that the EIS does not need to address 
biological factors. In other words, there will be no inde- 
pendent biological review. As currently drafted, the plan 
states that HCP’s do not have to provide for viable popu- 
lations of the species that they “protect.” And certainly 
this plan doesn’t attempt to do so: after 30 years of 
habitat enhancement, we will end up preserving only 
about 70% of the warbler habitat we have now. 

If the plan does not succeed, a 
regional 10a permit will not 
be issued, and landowners will 
have to apply for individual 
permits (and several already 
have). Probably all but the 
richest landowners would be 
denied permits because they 
could not afford to prepare 
their own HCP’s or provide 
large enough preserves to sat- 
isfy FW$. On the other hand, 
without the plan, development 
can legally occur right up to endangered species habitat, 
furthering fragmentation. 

If a plan is to be approved by FWS, it will need the 
support of environmental groups. Earth First! will have 
to hold the line to make certain that the plan is for birds 
and bugs, not permits and promotions. We will settle for 
nothing less than a plan that will realistically provide not 
just for stable populations, but for recovering, flourishing 
populations. 






Effort to Pave Over Austin Collapses 
in the Face of Economic Reality 


by Roger Baker 

As most readers probably know, Texas is a state in 
which political corruption and influence peddling come 
into constant conflict with environmental preservation. 
Over the past decade in particular, the Texas Highway 
Department has planned in cahoots with the bankers, 
developers, and land speculators to build roads that would 
increase the value of private real estate. In particular, 
Robert Dedman, a near-billionaire member of the all- 
powerful Texas Highway Commission, controls about 
$700 million of real estate in the Austin area alone. The 
Texas highway lobby, the Texas Good Roads Associa- 
tion, has enough control over the Texas legislature that it 
can buy off most attempts at reform. The Highway 
Department can then exert influence over the urban 
planning groups sanctioned by the federal government to 
allocate federal funds in the urban areas. These groups 
exist nationwide and are termed Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations, or MPO’s. 

Austin’s MPO is called the Austin Transportation 
Study, or ATS. Around 1985, the land speculators had 
massive S&L loan funds on hand and projected the need 
for $5 billion worth of roads that would pave over Austin, 
destroy water quality, and kill off many endangered spe- 
cies. There are many progressive federal laws on the 
books, stemming from the 1970’s, that are supposed to 
ensure environmental considerations during federal 
roadway planning. Under Reagan and Bush these high- 
way funding laws have been almost totally ignored in 
Texas and probably most other places. The end result is 
that the Texas Highway Department has federal approval 
to largely destroy Austin, Texas. 


The only problem is that the 
money to destroy Austin no longer 
exists. The feds shut down the S&L 
gambling casino, leaving Austin, 
Travis County, and the State of 
Texas all broke. It is in this context 
that the ATS and the City of Austin 
planners appear to have surrendered 
their efforts to implement the $5 
billion Austin-area roadway plan 
and have begun to redo the planning 
on a comparatively sensible scale. 

The wild card remains the 
Texas Highway Department which 
is slyly resuming efforts to build an 
$800 million “Outer Loop” around 
Austin. This highway was literally 
stopped in its tracks a year ago, 
partly by Earth Firstlers who 
chained themselves to bulldozers. 
These actions played a key role in 
triggering bold new demands for 
reform. Others sued to stop con- 
struction in federal court. The 
struggle continues with a newly- 
aware spectrum of environmental 
groups now demanding reform of a 
hopelessly corrupt Texas state 
highway bureaucracy. 



The Texas Highway Department’s vision for Austin 
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by Christi Stevens 

Global warming. Ozone depletion. Loss of 
rainforests. Air pollution. Water contamination. Pesti- 
cide poisoning. Nuclear radiation. Loss of endangered 
species. Why us? Our great grandparents would never 
have dreamed of these environmental bogeys. All these 
problems are just symptoms of the real problem: HU- 
MAN OVERPOPULATION. 

In 1900 the global population was about 1.7 bil- 
lion. It has now tripled to about 5.3 billion. All these 
people mean that there are fewer jobs, less food, less 
energy, less material wealth for each of us — even if the 
Earth’s gifts were divided equally, which they are not. 
The problem is even worse than a tripling of the number 
of hungry mouths, because of the increase in polluting 
technologies. 

If you look at a graph of the human population 
increase you see that the growth is exponential. A pro- 
jection of the growth curve seems hell-bent on reaching 
infinity! However, Nature shows us that this is not 
possible on a finite planet. There is an ultimate carrying 
capacity of the Earth. The carrying capacity is the num- 
ber of people that can be supported over a long period of 
time without degrading the environment. It’s now be- 
coming obvious that the global population has surpassed 
the carrying capacity, and that we are supporting our 
burgeoning population by cashing in our Earth’s finite 
resources: fossil fuels, arable topsoils, and potable wa- 
ters. When these resources run out, our population must 
inevitably crash, by way of famine and disease. Besides 
this being a horrible fate for the human species, when a 
population overshoots its carrying capacity, the carrying 
capacity itself is lowered. The more the population 
overshoots, the greater the degree of environmental deg- 
radation and the greater the ultimate reduction in carry- 
ing capacity, for our own species as well as others. 



Let’s look at some of the causes and effects of 
overpopulation in the world today. Generally speaking, 
a low population growth rate is associated with: high 
literacy rates, availability of health care (including birth 
control), relatively high status of women, industrialized 
society, and high per capita income. This is what we call 
the “First World.” High population growth rates in the 
“Third World” are associated with low literacy rates, 
absence or remoteness of health care, civil unrest, low 
status of women, “developing economies,” and low per 
capita income. Causality is difficult to prove. Does 
poverty cause overpopulation or does overpopulation 
cause poverty? Do women in the Third World have more 
babies because they don’t have access to birth control, or 
because childbearing is the only way to increase their 
social status? Is a high crime rate caused by high popula- 
tion density, or are criminals attracted to areas where 
they have more victims to exploit? 

Even the most indirect and circular relationships 
cannot be discounted when there are over 5 billion people 
contributing to them. Any successful program to allevi- 
ate population pressures will include a mixed bag of 
approaches that affect both sides of the population equa- 
tion. 

Observations, Solutions, and Conclusions 

Most countries in the First World are approaching 
population stability — birth rates close to or equal to the 
death rate. It is easy to blame less developed countries 
for the population crisis, to call these people ignorant and 
irresponsible. This attitude smacks of racism and denies 
First World culpability. Although Americans and Euro- 
peans don’t have as many babies, they still have too 
many, and their level of gross overconsumption degrades 
the global ecosystem and perpetuates the poverty of the 
Third World which in turn causes overpopulation. A 
holistic approach to population control will require an 
end to the exploitation of Filipino textile workers, the 
South African steel and diamond miners, the farm work- 
ers from Mexico, and the workers in the maquiladores on 


A.D. 

the border. We must end the military oppression of less 
developed countries that prevents them from achieving 
the economic stability that would allow them to provide 
education and health care to their citizens. Most Third 
World countries are heavily indebted to the developed 
countries. Rather than caring for their people, Third 
World countries must turn to growing export crops and 
extractive industries to pay off — not the principle of the 
debt — but just part of the interest. Governments of the 
First World must alleviate the Third World debt or for- 
give it altogether to allow them to achieve political, 
economic, and ultimately population stability. 

It is widely thought that the population increase in 
the U.S. is due to immigration, mostly from Mexico and 
Central America, and that the solution is to close the 
borders to immigrants. This ignores the fact that both 
legal and illegal immigrants account for only about a 
third of our population increase. And it denies our role in 
causing both the overpopulation and motivation for leav- 
ing their countries. Through military persecution and 
colonial exploitation, the U.S. is causing misery, poverty, 
and hence, overpopulation. The U.S. is therefore directly 
responsible for the immigration problem. If you put a 
fire under a pot of water, be prepared to deal with the 
steam. Some population control groups advocate closing 
the borders to immigration (putting a lid on the pot). I 
am advocating that we go to the root of the problem by 
putting out the fire under the pot. (It will take a lot of 
water.) 

It has also been said that Blacks and Hispanic 
Americans are driving the population increase in the U.S. 
and are “outbreeding” white citizens. Some advocates of 
population control overtly direct their message toward 
minority groups. However, racism must be eliminated as 
a motive for population control. Not only will any cam- 
paign be rejected if it is tainted by racism, but racism 
must be recognized as both a cause and an effect of 
overpopulation. In terms of “population politics,” rac- 
ism is an attempt to eliminate a segment of the population 
from the competition for the Earth’s finite resources and 
to enslave that population in the extraction of those re- 
sources — witness Southern slavery, apartheid, and mi- 
grant farmworkers. As population pressures increase 


by Roger. Baker 

From Texas comes fresh ammunition for those 
who believe that a lack of moral principles is an inherited 
characteristic. A first-class investigative reporter for the 
Houston Post, Pete Brewton, has uncovered a network of 
connections linking the S&L loan scandal, the CIA, the 
Mafia, and two of President George Bush’s sons, Neil 
and George, Jr. 

President Bush’s connections with the CIA are 
well known, and his Son Neil’s non-repayable loans 
from Silverado S&L have also gotten wide publicity. 


and the Earth’s resources diminish, it is easy to predict 
that the motivations for racism will increase. 

Rather than criticizing other cultures for problems 
we have largely caused, the First World should be fund- 
ing family planning, literacy, health care, and women’s 
programs throughout the world. Just when the leaders of 
the world were coming to a broad consensus that popula- 
tion control is necessary to alleviate world hunger, human 
suffering, degradation of the environment, and the poten- 
tial for widespread civil unrest, the Reagan administration 
drastically cut funding for family planning programs. 
Fortunately, there is a movement in Congress to re-estab- 
iish these programs. Please urge your Senators and Rep- 
resentatives to support HR 1179, a repeal of Reagan’s 
Mexico City Policy which cut off funding to family 
planning groups if they perform, counsel, or even mention 
abortion to women. Another important bill to support is 
HR 1110, which allocates $570 million for the U.S. 
Agency for International Development population pro- 
grams, and the U.N. Fund for Population Activities. 

More important perhaps is that the First World 
people demonstrate reproductive responsibility by hav- 
ing one or no children or adopting. Remember, although 
the average Kenyan woman bears eight children in her 
lifetime, since the average American uses over 100 times 
the earth’s resources as a Third World citizen, one 
American baby is more costly to the Earth than the 
Kenyan woman and all her babies. We can express our 
nurturing abilities more fruitfully by caring for the Earth 
and restoring her health. Reducing our level of con- 
sumption to sustainable levels will help ensure that today’s 
children will have a future worth living in. 

We have the future in our hands. We can choose a 
birth control solution to overpopulation, or face famines 
(such as in Ethiopia) and diseases (like AIDS, or worse) 
— the death control solution. To argue that overpopula- 
tion is just not a problem, or that the solution is too 
expensive, is to argue for death. Please choose life. 



But now we find out about about George Bush Jr.’s 
$120,000-a-year directorship of a company with exclu- 
sive petroleum exploration rights in Bahrain in the Per- 
sian Gulf, his stock deals, and much more — all the 
sleazy details the mainstream press hasn’t had the guts to 
cover. The April 5, 1991 issue of the Texas Observer ran 
a great nine-page interview with Brewton which covers 
all this. To order a reprint, send $ 1 .00 to: 

BREWTON REPRINT 
The Texas Observer 
307 W. 7th St., Austin, Texas 78701 
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Stillhouse 

A 

by Tim Jones 

Stillhouse Hollow is an ecological 
microcosm. For eons, meteoric waters 
carving tributaries to the Colorado River 
have cut through geological formations 
capped by the Edwards limestone, forming 
Sweetwater springs, wooded canyons, and 
secret hollows below semi-arid scrub oak 
and juniper-cloaked ridges which reach 
toward the river like fingers. The contrast 
is amazing. 

For millennia Native American 
tribes camped on these finger ridges beside 
the perennial springs, leaving burned rock 
middens and scattered stone artifacts as the 
only trace of their passing. Andbecauseof 
a unique combination of geological con- 
ditions and vegetative regimes, island 
bioregions have arisen comprised of or- 
ganisms from bugs to birds so rare they are 
federally listed as endangered, if they are 
even described by science at all. 

Stillhouse Hollow is west of Austin 
proper at the top of a canyon cut by a 
tributary of Bull Creek. A forest enclave of 
very old to ancestral walnuts, basswood, 
and huge sycamore trees stands amidst the 
spicebush, surrounding fem-laced springs, 
and travertine terraces. 

Here, the endangered Golden- 
cheeked W arbler nests and fledges its young 
inspring. Here, in the honeycomb limestone 
caprock permeated by sinkholes andcaves, 
lives the endangered harvestman (Genus 
Texella, new species), a tiny blind white 
daddy long legs, as well as other rare and 
undescTibed cave obligate invertebrates. 

And here, in the perennial spring 
lives a salamander in the genus Eurycia 
that has not yet been described by science. 

Most everyone who comes here 
loves this ancient paradise. Some come 
here to war on the planet. Or perhaps just 
to practice stupidity and greed. Somehow 
spared until now from all but the transient 
ravages of civilization, the 45-acre Egbert 
Smith tract, surrounded by the curbs and 
gutters of suburban houses and yards and 
stores and office buildings and condos and 
apartments, is now finally slated to succumb 
to the ’dozers. 

The Caprock Planned Unit Devel- 
opment (PUD) is a real sweet deal for 
developer Larry Peele — three-hundred 
twenty-six condo units in twenty-eight 
buildings and their ancillary parking lots 
and infrastructure, a clubhouse with 
swimming pools, and forty-three thousand 
square feetof office buildings. PaulLinehan 
of Land Strategies Inc. gets the credit for 
figuring out how to fit all that on only 33 
buildable acres. 

The major selling point for these 
condos (and the insult) is that they will 
overlook the canyon from as close to the 
slope break as the law will allow. 

And all the while what sensitive 
so Is there are in officialdom are crying 
tha they can’t do anything to stop it. And 
so ; iking what appears to be the lesser part 
of destruction, another shabby Sierra Club- 
sanctified compromise is the official order 
of the day. 

The idea?!@ is to trade off unde- 


Hollow 

veloped city parkland on one side of the 
canyon to mitigate the taking on the other. 
As if they believed the refuse and effluent 
dumped on one side would only pollutehalf 
the canyon waters. Councilman Bob Larson 
is pushing this eight-for-fourteen acre 
parkland trade through a bond referendum 
tied to city council elections on May 4th. 
Parks ain’tnature preserves. Fourteen acres 
of picnic tables and litter bins and hordes of 
tramplers is only worse! 

So, the plan is to build above and on 
one side of Stillhouse Hollow. Egbert Smith 
tried to sell the whole 45-acre tract to the 
city back in the 1970’s to no avail. Now the 
heirs, his daughters, are caught with what 
appears to be an IRS estate tax lien coupled 
to an opportunity to make a financial killing 
by selling off what should become anational 
treasure called the Barrow Preserve. 

The machinations of the developer 
and the counter moves by EF! and the 
NIMBY’s (NotlnMy Back Yard neighbor- 
hood groups) are so convoluted and intricate 
it’s beginning to seem like a year-long 
multi-dimensional chess game, where acres 
are squares on the board. I have filed a 
Notice of Intent to sue under the citizens’ 
enforcement provision of the Endangered 
Species Act to assure that our hand is in 
until the last bet is called. 

Since I filed the lawsuit, I have been 
receiving what amounts to hundreds of 
pounds of magazine subscriptions, boxes 
of merchandise, and books I never ordered. 
Most of these have borne obscene addressee 
tables (Timmy Lickass Jones, Nature Phag 
Inc., etc.). It's going to get interesting 
during the discovery phase of litigation 
when we find out just whose handwriting is 
on the business reply forms I've gotten 
back... 

The neighborhood surrounding 
Stillhouse Hollow produced a Valid Peti- 
tion opposing the development. What that 
means is that Larry Peeele would have to 
sway six of the seven City Councilmembers 
(rather than a simple majority) to win ap- 
proval of his plan. This petition was cir- 
cumvented three times by the land planners ’ 
adjustment of the margins of the develop- 
ment to exclude the opposition from the 
jurisdiction of the statute that regulates 
Valid Petitions. 

In the meantime, EFIers allied with 
neighborhoods got most of the powers that 
be, including the mayor and the chairman 
of the Texas Nature Conservancy, to walk 
over the tract The upshot of this is that the 
area is included as an acquisition to the 
Balcones Canyon Land Conservation Plan. 
This move may counter-balance the zoning 
approval by the City of Austin. (UPDATE: 
The 33 “developable" acres have just been 
taken off the acquisition map for the BCCP.) 

Texas Earth First! can use all the 
help it can get on this. Unbiased scientific 
entomological and hydrological informa- 
tion is crucial. Watchdogs are critical. The 
potential for having to finance a federal 
court injunction is very real. Ultimately it 
may be our bodies in frontof the bulldozers. 
The developers don’t call us “Nature Nazi 
Eco-Phreaks” for nothing ’round here. 


Help Earth First! without 
giving us any money! 


Okay, here’s the scoop: 
We’ve made this deal 
with a long distance 
telephone company 
called NTC. We get 
them customers, and 
they give us 5% of 
those customers’ long 
distance bills each 
month. So this is what 
we want you to do: Fill 
out the one of the cou- 
pons on the left and 
send it in to NTC. 
Then, magically, in a 
few weeks your long 
distance calls will be be 
carried by NTC instead 
of by whoever you’re 
using now. Inciden- 
tally, NTC saves you up 
to 24% over AT&T’s 
standard rates and quite 
a bit over MCI. Your 
local phone company 
(not NTC) will hit you 
with a switchover fee 
of about $5, but you’ll 
make that back with 
NTC’s low rates. Most 
important, if you don’t 
like NTC for any rea- 
son, just notify NTC 
within your first 90 
days on the service, and 
they’ll pay to switch 
you back to your old 
carrier. 

Now, you may wonder 
why we got into some- 
thing so obviously 
capitalist and so obvi- 
ously high-tech. Well, 
we got our reasons. 
First and foremost, 
whenever anyone tries 
to give us money, 
weusually let them. 
Second, this is a re-dis- 
tribution of wealth. 
Every customer that 
tiny lil’ ol’ NTC gets is 
a customer taken away 
from you-know-who. 
And if NTC wants to 
give their advertising 
budget to us rather than 
to the corporate adver- 
tising media, that’s 
okay with us, too. Fi- 
nally, we’re not push- 


ing a new product: most 
people already use long dis- 
tance anyway. 

By the way, DO NOT fill out 
the coupon for somebody else 
without their permission — if 
you do, we get bounced from 
the program. 

If you have any questions 

I 


about any of this at all, call 
Michael at (5 12) 453-2274. This 
is an Earth First! er and not a 
corporate office, so that’s why 
it’s not an 800 number. 

Okay, so fill out the coupon right 
now and send it in. Thanks! 
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Service Request 


□ Residential Dial-1 Service 

□ Business Dial-1 Service 
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Highway Destruction, Exemplified by Folly Mills Case in VA 

By R.F. Mueller & Gus Mueller 


Highway construction and reconstruction are 
destroying agricultural lands, natural areas and critical 
wildlife habitat at unprecedented rates. They are 
encouraging the most wasteful form of transportation, 
the private automobile, and are themselves the sources 
of enormous waste of resources — petroleum, gravel, 
cement, steel etc, — and emit a great variety of pol- 
lutants into soil, air and water. One effect, only now 
beginning to be appreciated, is the restriction on the 
free movement of genetic material through the frag- 
mentation of habitat (see In Defense of Wildlife, Pre- 
serving Communities and Corridors, publication of De- 
fenders of Wildlife, March 1989). Another is the 
diversion of subsurface water flows that feed springs 
and wetlands to wasteful and damaging surface flows. 
In many cases projects are grossly overbuilt, even to 
the violation of sound engineering, and are unsuited 
to the terrain. Finally, not the least result of this "road 
madness" is its direct link to global warming and to our 
international oil and mineral dependence with at- 
tendant difficulties such as the current Middle East 
crisis. 

All in all highway construction and reconstruc- 
tion, even taken by itself, without the vehicles it 
encourages, adds up to one of the major environ- 
mental problems of the planet. To a degree this is due 
to the enormous scale of many projects which may 
literally chop up mountains or clog off seas, but in 
other cases the major effect is cumulative: the re- 
lentless tallying of many small and medium-sized road 
"improvements" that impact wild nature each day in 
a way similar to the cumulative effect of many small- 
scale slash and bum farmers on the Amazon. We 
believe it is essential that the problem of road con- 
struction be forcefully brought to the attention of all 
environmentalists so they may judge how it affects 
their particular areas of concern. 

Here we document the impact of reconstruction 
of a secondary highway, Route 693, in an ecologically 
sensitive area in Augusta County, Virginia, in the heart 
of the historic Shenandoah Valley. We believe that 
this project epitomizes what is happening wherever 
the road builders are given free rein. 

ECOSYSTEMS AND IMPACTS 

The segment of highway in question is a 0.34 
mile section of gravel road through the narrow, pic- 
turesque valley of Folly Mills Stream, a branch of the 
Shenandoah River. The Virginia Department of Trans- 
portation (VDOT) has proposed to widen and pave this 
road to a width of 20 feet with a four foot shoulder and 
a four foot ditch on each side. In some cases extensive 
excavation of steep terrain would require a 100 foot 
right of way. VDOT estimates the 0.34 mile section 
would cost $440,155. Previous reconstruction on the 
other segments of this road have already cost millions, 
sundered habitat and destroyed numerous fine old 
trees, all this to accommodate vehicle counts of less 
than a hundred per day. 

Although the Folly Mills Valley is very con- 
stricted, at this point there is a narrow floodplain 
bordering the route to the northwest. Within thij 
floodplain, but independent of its hydrology, lies a 
wetland of several acres which contains one of only 
two known colonies in Virginia of the boreal plant 
Buckbean ( Menyanthes trifoliata). It also contains other 
disjunct northern species such as Pussy Willow ( Salix 
discolor ) and Marsh Marigold ( Caltha palustris) as well 
as rare calcareous fen species such as Swamp Lousewort 
(Pedicularis lanceolata ) and Prairie Loosestrife 
( Lysimachia quadriflora). South of the glaciation 
boundary such wetlands are generally interpreted as 
ice-age refugia for plants driven south by the last stage 
of glaciation 18,000 years ago. Since this plant com- 
munity was discovered by the writers less than ten 
years ago it has received little scientific documentation 
and its potential for more rare floral and faunal species 
is unknown. The same lack of data characterizes Folly 
Mills Stream. 

The Folly Mills wetland has its source in artesian 
springs which apparently are little influenced by 
drought conditions. These springs appear to be fed by 
an aquifer in the underlying fractured limestone 
bedrock which extends under the surrounding up- 
lands of the valley sides. Because upward-extending 
water-filled fractures leading from this aquifer could be 
near the surface, they might be breached by the exten- 
sive leasing and excavation proposed in the roadcuts. 
At the existing relatively modest roadcut in this area 
wet weather already activates copious springs which 
discharge into the roadside ditch indicating existing 
diversion of shallow subsurface flows. If breaching of 
the aquifer were extensive enough, it could diminish 
the water flow to the wetland plant community. Since 
such springs, seeps and wetlands are usually concen- 
trated in valleys, which are also the favored routes of 
roadbuilders, such breaching must occur with some 
frequency and represent a wide spread phenomenon 
in highway construction. 


In addition to its threat to the wetland, the 
proposed construction would degrade the entire Folly 
Mills Valley at this point. Most obvious would be the 
removal of trees, some, like the "Folly Mills Oak," of 
great beauty, and landmarks. The project would also 
encroach on the stream itself since it entails shifting a 
fence ten feet closer to the stream on the floodplain 
and so would obstruct debris flow during the frequent 
floods and imperil the fence itself to the expense and 
inconvenience of landowners. This fence shifting also 
has an element of fraudulence in it. 

Because of the constricted terrain, habitat diver- 
sity and rich riparian zone this part of the valley is one 
of the most heavily utilized wildlife movement corri- 
dors in the valley. The increased road width and the 
resultant increased traffic flow and speed would 
present an increased barrier to the movement of up- 
land wildlife to foraging sites along the stream and 
wetlands. The effects of this type of habitat degrada- 
tion have been well documented (see "Roads Primer,” 
Earth First! Journal, May 1, 1990; Mueller, R.F., "How 
roads Fragment and Infect Nature," Earth First! Journal, 
August 1, 1990; Also note the extensive bibliography 
referred to in the "Roads Primer"). It is clear that the 
planned reconstruction here clashes disastrously with 
the terrain and ecosystems of this Valley. 

THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF THE 
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Since this project involves three stream crossings, 
approval had to be given by the US Army Corps of 
Engineers. Unfortunately approval was by a regional 
permit, which was not brought to the attention of 
citizens and so did not allow public involvement at 
this stage. Also characteristically, land owners were 
never advised by either State or Federal authorities as 
to their rights under the permitting process. Instead 
the project was approved by merely consulting with 
State and Federal agencies. Only after all was decided 
was there a brief hearing. According to the State and 
Federal authorities "an adequate evaluation of po- 
tential impacts to the ecology of Folly Mills Creek was 
performed" (Letter from US Army Corps of Engineers, 
June 14, 1989). However it is clear from our subse- 
quent review that neither the stream nor other parts of 
the project received adequate study to define eco- 
logical problems. 

In response to a Freedom of Information Act 
request (Letter from VDOT, Sept. 5, 1990), it was 
conceded that possible impacts of the proposed 
roadcuts on the wetlands aquifer were not considered. 
Also, there were no studies of subsurface flows associ- 
ated with Folly Mills Stream. 

The writers have made exhaustive inquiries re- 
garding any studies that might have been done to 
characterize the biology of Folly Mills Stream and the 
riparian zone. According to the State Division of 
Natural Heritage (Letter, Oct. 23, 1990) "although 
there are two state rare plant species in the area no 
populations of rare, threatened and endangered ani- 
mals are known from Folly Mills stream according to 
information presently in our tiles." The writers were 
referred to the Dept, of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(DGIF) for information on the fauna of Folly Mills. 
However the data base of DGIF in Richmond could 
provide only a general list of species for Augusta 
County and only four species of fish (White Sucker, 
Blacknose Dace, Chub and Fantail Darter) specifically 
for Folly Mills Stream (Letter from DGIF, Aug. 12, 
1990). They were advised to contact the local Staunton 
office of DGIF. This office confirmed the presence of 
four species of fish which had been identified by 
electroshocking in 1978 (Letter from Staunton Office 
DGIF, Oct. 5, 1990). No information was given and 
presumably none was available for molluscs, crusta- 
ceans, amphibians and reptiles for this stream beyond 
the general tabulations for Augusta County referred to 
earlier. However it is well known that Folly Mills 
possesses additional fish species such as Rock Bass 
(Ambloplites rupestris) as well as an occasional alien 
introduction such as Rainbow Trout ( Salmo gairdneri). 

The only biological study of the area done specifi- 
cally for this project was a survey dated "8-88." It was 
done by a geologist with a BS degree and a short course 
and on the job training in "tree, plant' and benthic 
invertebrate indentification and sampling tech- 
niques. " The report (attached to letter from D. L. Camp 
of VDOT, Sept. 14, 1 990) consists of a single fill-in-the- 
blanks sheet with only cursory identification of stream 
invertebrate and trees by common names at the two 
stream crossings. At crossing D67 6, only Black Willow, 
Mockernut Hickory and White Oak were listed. How- 
ever the most prominent tree located directly at the 
crossing is a White Ash (misidentified as a Mockernut?) 
while Coralberry, Osage Orange, Black Walnut, and 
other trees also occur. The site is uncharacteristic for 
Mockernut and none was observed by the writers. 
These determinations are easily established from ex- 
isting photographs. It is clear that the biologic studies 


of both the stream and riparian zone are deplorably 
incomplete and even erroneous. Consequently issued 
permits are based on inadequate information and 
should have never been issued. 

It should be mentioned at this point that all State 
and Federal agencies including the supposedly envi- 
ronmentally-sensitive Natural Heritage Program close 
ranks behind the "highwaymen" on environmental 
matters. Since no environmental review of highway 
projects is required in Virginia, unless they have fed- 
eral impacts, anything goes. However even when 
federal laws such as those involved in stream crossings 
are in effect all agencies still apply their rubber stamps 
in defiance of the law. For example VDOT attempted 
to conceal the fact that they plan a raised road across 
the Folly Mills floodplain which would present as 
much as a four foot high barrier and so would raise 
flood levels. When this was called to the attention of 
the Corps of Engineers they pleaded that this and other 
issues raised were of too small significance in compari- 
son with larger projects they had to pass on. The Corps 
even refused to answer our Freedom of Information 
requests in clear defiance of federal law. Under this 
philosophy no perpetrator of assault would be arrested 
while murderers roamed free. Yet think of the cu- 
mulative effects of all these small assaults on nature! 

OTHER DEFICIENCIES AND DECEPTIONS 

The environmental deficiencies documented 
here have their parallels in serious legal and account- 
ing problems. During right of way acquisition, reluc- 
tant landowners are presented with fraudulent options 
and other legal documents for signature that show the 
cynical abuse of power by an unchallenged agency. In 
these documents the term "existing right of way" 
refers simultaneously to two different rights of way, 
one owned by the State, the other owned by land- 
owner. Landowners are asked to affirm that all has 
been explained to them when this is far from the case. 
VDOT literature states that all land value appraisals 
done by it are subject to "independent review." How- 
ever it turns out that the "independent" appraiser is 
just another VDOT employee down the hall! Again, in 
the Folly Mills case 75% of the right-of-way acquisition 
budget was attributed to "administrative costs" and 
only 24% for land. Maps and plats are treated in a 
cavalier fashion and are merely more instruments of 
fraud. Folly Mills Stream was at one point "moved" 50 
feet on a plat so that a slice of coveted right of way 
could be grabbed without thrusting a boundary fence 
into the stream bed as mentioned earlier. When this 
deception was uncovered, VDOT only partially cor- 
rected it. The most current plat is thus a cross between 
truth and fraudulence. But fraudulence is a dominant 
gene. 

CONCLUSION 

The Folly Mills project points to the choice before 
us, whether we continue to accommodate a wasteful 
and destructive mode of transportation or heed it 
destructive effects. In this case, as well as in many 
others, the accommodation goes beyond any per- 
ceived "need,” given the light use of the existing road, 
to the effective encouragement of increased automo- 
bile traffic in an ecologically sensitive zone. In design 
also, the project is overbuilt to the extent of being in 
violation of good engineering practices by intruding 
into a highly flood prone area, and by its excessive 
roadcuts which will almost certainly divert subsurface 
waters to surface flows with possible unknown con- 
sequences to a rare plant community’. 

Although the foregoing technical matters of de- 
tail are serious, even more serious is the perfunctory 
approval of the project based on flimsy and even 
erroneous data, and blatant deceptions and illegalities. 
Clearly the regional permits issued without adequate 
overview by the US Army Corps of Engineers violate at 
least the spirit of the mandate to protect streams by- 
foreclosing input from an affected but uninformed 
public, as well as independent scientific analysis. Their 
failure to honor Freedom of Information requests and 
assume responsibility when clear violation of the law- 
occurred are in themselves violations. The Folly Mills 
Case is thus a striking instance of an increment of 
environmental degradation of a type contributing to 
enormous cumulative impacts. We urge readers to 
look closely at the activities of their own "highwav- 
men" as well as their State and Federal accomplices in 
crime! 


R.F. Mueller has studied the environmental impact of 
highways for the last 20 years. Recently he has directed the 
Forest Ecology Project of Virginians for Wilderness. He is 
also a Science adviser for the Alliance for a Paving Morato- 
rium. 

Gus Mueller works with Virginians for Wilderness and the 
Alliance. He does much of his work at night. 
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Coastkill 

By Ron Huber 

Discouraging news from the National Sym- 
posium on Coastal Habitat Conservation: every 
coastal aquatic ecosystem in North America is 
either on the ropes or headed there fast. From San 
Francisco Bay to Chesapeake Bay, Penobscot Bay 
to the Gulf of Mexico, the same human preda- 
tion, pollution and destruction of spawning and 
living areas is pushing wild populations down at 
an unprecedented rate. Some examples: 

NEW ENGLAND 

Victims of overkill by both sport and com- 
mercial fisheries, Atlantic Salmon may well pos- 
sess damaged or deformed reproductive organs 
from exposure to the toxic stew in Naragansett 
Bay, Boston Harbor, Casco Bay, Salem Harbor 
and Penobscot bay. Many spawning areas have 
vanished behind dams. Fish that negotiate fish 
ladders arrive in a currentless reservoir, with no 
clue to the direction of "upstream." Eggs that 
survive toxic shock from pesticides, herbicides 
and other agro-pollutants hatch larvae into 
heated, abrasively silted water devoid of prey/ 
food. 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY 

Diversions of water to feed agribusiness in the 
Central Valley of California has upset the 
brackish water balance of the San Francisco Bay- 
Delta Estuary, the most vital and important es- 
tuary on the west coast of North and South 
America. Sixty percent of its fresh water supply has 
been rerouted via the federal Central Valley 
Project and the State Water Project, despite well- 
known scientific proof that diversion of more 
than 30% of any estuary's fresh water flow has 
disastrous effects on the estuary. The brackish 
waters of Grizzly Bay, Honker Bay and Siusun 
Bay, deprived of enough fresh water to maintain 
a balance of fresh and salt water, will no longer 
support estuarine life. Sixteen species are known 
to be threatened as a result. The great runs of 
hundreds of thousands of Chinook Salmon up 
the San Joaquin River have been destroyed ut- 
terly by damming and water diversion. Those of 
the Sacramento River are barely existent: fewer 
than 500 salmon made the run in 1990, down 
from 120,000 in 1970. The US Secretary of 
Commerce has been forced to list the Sacramento 
winter-run Chinook as threatened under, the 
Endangered Species Act. Attempts to force gov- 
ernments to abide by the Clean Water Act or the 
National Environmental Policy Act are being 
consistently thwarted by agribusiness. 

The Bureau of Wrecklamation is draining 
Shasta Dam as well as water from Trinity and 
Whiskeytown Reservoirs to supply agricultural 
water contractors in the Central Valley, many of 
whom are using the water to grow surplus crops 
of rice and cotton to get their federal subsidies! 
This despite an outcry that the Sacramento River 
will be heated to 75°F by August, destroying 
whatever remnants of the surviving winter run 
Chinook. 

GULF OF MEXICO 

The next 20 years are expected to bring a 
human population increase of 46% on the Gulf 
Coast. Destroying and filling salt marshes and 
mangrove swamps has eliminated nursery habi- 
tat for shrimp, crabs, fish, birds and other or- 
ganisms. 

Diversion, pollution, and channelling of the 
Mississippi River is changing the Delta, bringing 
salt water into fresh water habitats and drowning 
and killing marshes. There is a proposal being 
bandied about by the Bureau of Wrecklamation 
tb divert "some" of the Mississippi to Southern 
California! 

A Navy project to enlarge a Corps of Engi- 
neers-created disposal site in Galveston Bay had 
to be abandoned for fear of releasing the huge 
amounts of toxics buried there! 

Overkill of shrimp and "incidental take" of 
turtles and fish by shrimp trawlers is emptying 
the Gulf of much of its marine life. Estimates are 
that ten pounds of fish are killed for every pound 
of shrimp caught. This adds up to about 2.5 
billion juvenile red snapper, croaker, spot, sea 
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trout, sharks, king and Spanish mackerel and red 
drum per year. 

Also being exterminated at record speeds by 
the fatal embrace of the shrimp nets are rays, 
sponges and crabs. Excluder devices to allow the 
escape of turtles and fish from shrimp nets have 
been mandated for use but the US Government 
cannot enforce its own laws, thanks to the 
meddling of Senator John Breaux of Louisiana, 
who tossed an amendment into the re-upped 
Magnuson Fisheries Conservation and Manage- 
ment Act that prohibits regulation of shrimp 
"bycatch" until 1994. In the meantime, the 
shrimp boats have gotten bigger, the number of 
nets have quadrupled, and altered marshlands 
along the Gulf coasts are not providing spawning 
habitat for penaeid shrimp (the commercially 
desireable species) and other organisms. 



CHESAPEAKE BAY 

The largest estuary in North America is falling 
victim to the same assaults as other bays: colo- 
nization of critical wildlife habitat areas by homo 
shitticus, siltation of spawning areas, damming 
of habitat, release of toxic chemicals into the 
water, abusive fisheries, and acid rain. 

"Waterfront" properties have transformed 
much of the Chesapeake's shorelines into im- 
passable bulwarks of stone, wood and metal. 
Construction projects within the watershed de- 
stroy tree cover, warming streams to intolerable 
levels. Silt runoff not only abrades the gills of fish 
and other organisms, it allows the release of 
sulfuric acid from naturally acid-bearing sub- 
soils. This, in conjunction with aluminum and 
other metals dissolved from the soil by the acid, 
has been killing fish eggs and larvae, many of 
which are already stressed by acid rain (locally, 
rains have been as low as 3.23 pH). Since 1970 
there have been no strong year classes (fish sur- 
viving from a single year's spawn) of striped bass. 
Drift netters, charter boats and "sport" fishermen 
all are demanding from an acquiescent MD Dept, 
of Natural Resources a "fair share" of the re- 
maining schools of striped bass. The DNR will 
allow the killing of "trophy" striped bass in May 
of '91, oblivious to the danger of killing 
broodstocks. 

FLORIDA 

"Sport" spearfishermen are, like all human 
hunters, interfering with natural selection by 
killing the biggest and healthiest of fish, un- 
concerned with the fact that the largest fish are 
the brood fish, the possessors of most of the eggs 
and milt. Collectors are picking reefs clean of 
angelfish, butterfly fish and sea urchins to satisfy 
demands from saltwater aquariums and suppli- 
ers. The Florida state government recently cre- 
ated so-called "restrictions," limiting angelfish 
hunters hunters to "only" 75 angelfish/day or 
150/boat and butterfly fish hunters to 75/day/ 
boat. Collector's anchors have been tearing up 
the reefs as well. 

Seagrass meadows, unprotected by the Clean 
Water Act (claims the Army Corps of Engineers) 
consist of flowering land plants that have re- 
turned to the sea. There are millions of acres of 
seagrass which support very large populations of 
crabs, shrimp, scallops and clams. These are 
being ripped to shreds by pleasure boaters and 
jet-ski riders, and silted over by waterfront de- 
velopment. Despite the amount of seagrass 
meadows and their incredible vitality and im- 
portance in maintaining the coastal ecosystems, 
they are not listed in wetlands habitat invento- 
ries. Seagrasses grow VERY slowly. Far better to 


preserve them than destroy now and try to re- 
place later. Mitigation and "enhancement," as 
replacing wild habitats with human designed 
ones is known, is a failure, as it only promises to 
replace thousands of species with a handful of 
cloned ones. 

WHAT'S TO BE DONE? 

The federal government doesn't take its 
coastal zone agencies seriously. The budget for 
agencies' work relative to coastal zone protection 
is smaller than that for the military's marching 
bands! There is a communications gap between 
politicians and government scientists, who fear 
loss of job security if they rock the boat. Private 
biologists too, relying year to year on govern- 
ment grants, end up moderating their statements 
to stay on the gravy train. 

Scientists after scientists have well-researched 
horror stories about their particular element of 
the coastal habitat. But when it came down to 
solutions, there is uncertainty, confusion, anger 
and disbelief at how things have gotten so bad, so 
quickly, especially since 1980. 

Money! is the universal lament: More re- 
search! There is some truth in this, but more 
importantly they call for translators: persons 
capable of taking their dry findings and rewriting 
them down to a layman's level. 

These persons must then publicize this info 
through all media outlets. Press releases, talk 
shows, articles, documentaries, stories for the 
morning AM Radio patter. Make it clear, graphic 
and simple, but do it now! 

One biologist said publicizing the plight of 
well-known species may get the point across 
better than ecosystem warnings: "Save the Lit- 
toral Zone" does not play as well as "Save the Sea 
Turtles." 

ACTION! 

Get on your Corps of Engineers mailing list 
and find out where coastal wetlands destruction 
is being planned. Demand public hearings, 
savage the developers in the press, stop dozers 
from trashing wetlands, do night work. Get out 
there on the coast, at the docks, in the water, 
along the beaches. See for yourself what is 
actually going on. Don't let this problem become 
just another "issue," another page-tumer-with- 
shrugs problem "out there." 

There is a huge reservoir of anger and upset 
among the general public about the destruction 
of coastal habitat. This resentment is dammed up 
by ingorance, timidity, and automatic respect for 
authority. Earth Firstlers must take it upon 
themselves to blow that dam, to send a torrent of 
public rage smashing aside the bribes and threats 
of Big Devo and his cohorts in the Resource 
Execution business. 

Armed with vision, courage, knowledge, 
monkeywrenches and photographs of dying 
coasts, we must aggressivley defend Mother Na- 
ture if we are to succeed. NO MORE COMPRO- 
MISE!! 




Florida "Goes to Bat" for Soldier Key: 

Interior Dept backs NPS against Developers 

By Maria Quintana 


The battle to save Soldier Key isn't fin- 
ished, but it's going well! Since early February, 
Everglades EF! has been leafletting marinas in 
Dade County. The leaflets urge a boycott of 
Blockbuster Video and Blockbuster Cruises/ 
Florida Princess Cruise Line in protest of the plan 
to develop Soldier Key. Soldier Key is a 3.5 acre 
island in the middle of Biscayne National Park 
(Biscayne Bay). Robert Lambert of Florida Prin- 
cess Cruise Lines and H. Wayne Huizenga of 
Blockbuster Entertainment (jointly, "Block- 
buster Cruises") want to make the island into a 
stopover for 500 tourists a day. 

Any type of intense human activity on 
Soldier Key will disturb the endangered Hawks- 
bill Turtles who nest on the island's tiny beach. 
Of the twelve known Hawksbill Turtle nestings in 
Florida since 1959, three occurred at Soldier Key, 
the most recent in November, 1990. Because it 
has been privately owned as a fishing retreat, 
Soldier Key is near-pristine; humans are kept 
away by Dobermans and a caretaker. 

The local National Park Service informed 
us that the leafletting actions obtained a good 
response. Many state representatives responded 
to constituents' calls and letters by contacting 
Biscayne National Park to ask where Soldier Key 
is and what the fuss is^about. The heat generated 
by these inquiries persuaded Manuel "Like Fa- 
ther, Like Son" Lujan to resist pressure from 
Huizenga, a big Republican Party campaign con- 
tributor. 

In early February, Biscayne National Park 
Supervisor Jim Sanders had denied the develop- 
ers' request for permits to bring construction 
materials through the national park waters, and 
had taken a strong position against development 
on the island. Huizenga then commanded State 
Representative Clay Shaw (R-Broward Co., a close 
personal friend of Lambert and recipient of a 
$1000 campaign contribution from Huizenga in 
1989) to approach the Interior Dept, in order to 
circumvent the Park Service. On March 21st 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior Constance 
Harriman answered Clay Shaw that the depart- 
ment would back the Park Service. Clay Shaw 
then panicked and issued a statement saying he 
had no idea that the issue was so controversial, 
that he would have done the same thing for any 
of his constituents (hah!), and that he would do 
nothing further to promote the project. 

For people accustomed to reading about 
conservation issues involving thousands of acres 
of land, 3.5 acres may not seem worth fighting 
for. But in Florida the devastation of land pro- 
ceeds on a piecemeal basis. Biscayne Bay con- 
tains three major, interdependent ecosystems: 
mangrove swamps, inland coastal habitats, and 
t-opical coral reefs. The northern part of 
Biscayne Bay is totally trashed, and it got that way 
piece by small piece; today virtually no trace 
remains of the original mangrove fringes. We 
can't allow the southern part of Biscayne bay to 
suffer the same fate. 

H. Wayne Huizenga is a man with a very 
checkered past and he has had his finger in a lot 
of different pies in South Florida. He made his 
fortune with Waste Management Inc., and he has 
recently received approval of plans for a $300 
million "downtown redevelopment" project in 
Fort Lauderdale. Wayne is trying to bring major 
league baseball to South Florida (he wants to call 
the team the "Florida Panthers"). To that end, he 
is promoting himself as a real "Godfather" to the 
community. 

On Sunday, March 31st, almost 60,000 
fans attended an exhibition game at Joe Robbie 
Stadium (which Wayne now also owns a big 
chunk of, along with a piece of the Miami Dol- 
phins). The National League has to choose one of 
six cities competing for the franchise, so all the 
baseball honchos were there too. Blockbuster 
and Miami Herald advertisements lined the sides 
of the stadium. A few minutes into the first 
inning, EF! activists hung two banners from the 
mezanine railing across from the press box: SAVE 
SOLDIER KEY!, BOYCOTT BLOCKBUSTER. A few 
minutes later, hundreds of flyers urging the 


boycott rained down on spectators. The banners 
were taken down after about twenty minutes, but 
later in the game another group of activists got 
onto the field with a banner that read: SAVE 
SOLDIER KEY, BISCAYNE NATIONAL PARK, NO 
BLOCKBUSTER CRUISES! Wayne must have 
blown a gasket. We truly hope we didn't spoil his 
party. 

At present, we are continuing our efforts 
to mobilize the grassroots, tailoring our actions 
to be press-independent and to reach people 
within the boating community (who are most 
likely to know and care about Soldier Key). Now 
that the Department of the Interior and the 
National Park Service have both turned down the 
development, the wanna-be rapists have only 
one more permit recourse: Dade County. We 
must continue to apply pressure to Blockbuster 
and Florida Princess Cruise Lines. We are con- 
tacting stock brokerage houses in both New York 
and South Florida to inform them of the boycott. 
We are also contacting Blockbuster Video fran- 
chises, the innocent parties who will suffer fi- 
nancial losses when their patrons refuse to get 
their video-fix at Blockbuster outlets. Street 
threatre-type actions are also in the planning 
stage. 



Dolphin update 

Flipper's not off the hook yet, but things are 
looking up for dolphins, thanks to Earth Island's 
hard work. According to Earth Island, it's ok to 
eat the dolphin safe tuna of Starkist, Chicken of 
the Sea, and (as of the last week of February) 
Bumblebee. 

Mexican tuna is under embargo by the US 
and other countries that import Mexican tuna 
will also be embargoed. Embargoes work, ac- 
cording to Earth Island. They are also a pain in 
the ass to establish due to our government's 
reluctance to piss any other government off. Our 
own Department of Commerce was supposed to 
be enforcing the embargo against Mexico, Ven- 
ezuela, and Vanawatu, but they weren't. They 
have falsified kill rates for these countries, ergo 
Earth Island has filed suit. 

Earth Island is currently working on estab- 
lishing monitors in other countries, and target- 
ing smaller tuna companies and supermarket 
chains, specifically Safeway. The goal is to get the 
stores to carry only dolphin safe tuna and to 
make sure their labelling is honest. The tuna 
labelling law goes into effect in May so after that 
false labelling can be prosecuted. 

Representative Barbara Boxer has introduced 
a new bill that would phase out setting nets on 
dolphins. Write your congresspeople and tell 
them to support HR 261. 

Letters appear to be having a good effect on 
Safeway so keep them coming. Write to Peter 
Magowan, CEO, Safeway Stores Inc., 201 4th St., 
Oakland, CA 94660 and ask him to carry only 
dolphin safe tuna. 

You can call 1-900-468-0200 and ask for op- 
erator 25. Three letters will then be sent to your 
local three largest supermarkets, telling them to 
sell only dolphin safe tuna. All this for only 
$5.95, courtesy of Earth Island. 

Educational stickering on tuna cans that 
aren't dolphin safe is encouraged as well’ 

For more info call the dolphin hotline at 1- 
800-DOLPHIN. 

— Karen deBraal 



Elegy for a Florida Panther 


Shortly before Christmas word came 
The Panthers will be captured 
by radio, dogs and darts 
treed and dispatched ^ 
to the final solution 
Miami Metrozoo 

Headed to extinction 
without dignity or mercy 
will the Panthers wonder? 

Instinct stupefy them? 

Will hormones rush 
to still the milk flow? 

Silence in mewing cubs 
their mother's memory? 

At White Oaks 
Big Guy spurns 
the mating season 
withholding semen 

I hope the Panthers 
cannot forget 
the shady hammocks 
taste of wild boar 
mating calls and messages 
scented on Cabbage Palms 
as the stinking beings 
in golf carts 

patrol the place that is not home 

At White Oaks Big Guy 
with his notched tail 
tattoos a drumbeat 
that will be sensed 
in chainlink cages 
far to the south 
saying 

REFUSE TO BREED 

no wilderness awaits your young! 

They will die innocent 

of venison 

of lightning sprints 

through Sawgrass prairies 

cool noonday naps 

under Palmettos 

The feared-most smell 

of humans 

owns us now 

But not for long 

The hammock is silent 
no bird cries 
light dapples sinkholes 
coons rot on roadsides 

The ancient oak is dying 
One limb defiant 
thrusts forth new life 
Silvered deadwood harbors 
a Strangler Fig 

The air is still but for the chatter 

of escaped parrots 

And the Panthers 

alone in their cages 

will have to endure 

— Maria Quintana 
DEC. 26, 1990 
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THE COMPLEET RADICAL 
WOMAN ENVIRONMENTALIST 


Good Humor 


Fucking With Mother Nature: 

a critique of humor, art and eco-pornography 


By Simon "De Beaulivar" Zapotes 


Those feminists have no sense 
of humor. Those environmentalists 
are so goddamn grim. Those anar- 
chists just can't take a joke. 

It's easy to laugh off criticism. 
But the world is in deep shit, no 
joke, and if the planet is going to get 
through it we will need to question 
everything seriously, even if it tick- 
les. With a good sense of humor 
and a ruthless critique we might 
survive. 

We often ridicule those who 
challenge the way of the world in 
order to avoid serious consideration 
of the issues they raise. ' Then we 
vilify them for that worst of social 
failings: not laughing at them- 
selves, which is indeed dangerous, 
to the extent that it is dangerous not 
to be able to see one's own faults. 
Yet this involves taking humor seri- 
ously, and in this culture jokes are 
more often used to brush people off. 

Humor is sacred, a language of 
peace. We use it to discuss taboo 
subjects and to resolve delicate situ- 
ations. It is one of the few lan- 
guages, besides car talk, in which 
men in this culture can comfortably 
express their emotions. Because of 
this, we use it to express a lot of 
unreasonable anxieties that would 
otherwise be difficult to articulate. 
A lot of hatred is revealed in racist, 
sexist, and sectarian jokes. Humor 
also reveals fantasies of power — 
joking about something being a 


way of having control over it — 
which can be disclaimed by saying, 
"Just kidding." Because humor is 
one of the few free modes of expres- 
sion in this repressed society, it is 
filled with examples of fear, hatred, 
and avarice, all genially expressed, 
and it has thus come to be used as a 
means of attack, derision, and in- 
gratiation. If humor is sacred, then 
surely these are forms of sacrilege. 

So we should not take humor 
too lightly. We don't need to get 
grim or somber, but we can respond 
to it seriously without diminishing 
our enjoyment. This is the usual 
response in healthy cultures, which 
have sacred clowns, fools, tricksters, 
mudhead kachinas. The clown 
does not dispel social tensions by 
making light of them, but rather 
articulates the tensions in a safe 
way, so that people can see and 
resolve them. Even when our hu- 
mor raises issues unintentionally, 
we should respond to them seri- 
ously. To fail to do so only adds to 
the problems by ignoring them. On 
the whole we do fail, and the ills 
that are destroying the world fester 
and grow. We are generally un- 
skilled in facing challenges and 
criticism, and we have lost track of 
the distinction between being seri- 
ous and being grim, and we reject all 
but the most superficial response to 
humor. Aw, c'mon now, honey, it's 
only a joke. 
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Maybe I overreacted to the 
cover of the Yule EF! journal, right? 
I don't think so. The cover, which 
showed "The Compleet Woman 
Radical Environmentalist," ex- 
pressed lightly and well the sexism 
which is prevalent in our move- 
ment and the world. I want to 
criticize it and other pieces of art not 
for their appearance but for what 
they reveal. We need to address the 
sexism itself, not to find ways of 
expressing it yet more subtly. 
While sexist humor and art do not 
consciously raise issues for critique, 
they nevertheless show us the prob- 
lems we have. They are in this way 
useful if we respond seriously and 
self-critically to them; otherwise, 
unchallenged expressions of sexism 
only serve to reinforce it. 

Some people have said that they 
do not even think the drawing of 
"The Compleet Woman Radical 
Environmentalist" is sexist. In the 
90s we call this "denial." Compare it 
with Canyon Frog's earlier drawing 
of "The Compleet Radical Environ- 
mentalist." The titles alone are a 
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clue. "The Compleet Radical Envi- 
ronmentalist" is a man; that is as- 
sumed and hence it doesn't need to 
say "The Compleet Man Radical 
Environmentalist," which sounds 
kind of stupid, doesn't it? So does 
"The Compleet Woman Radical 
Environmentalist." Why add 
"Woman" as a qualifier? Because 
the truly compleet radical environ- 
mentalist has balls. Not that they 
show in the drawing. 

Our compleet man is rather 
homely and ill proportioned. We 
are given information about his 
body in the key. His belly button, 
clearly visible, is labeled. Why not 
similar help in the drawing of the 
compleet woman, a label for in- 
stance to direct us toward "tit" 
which the artist has taken such 
pains to extend past her arm into 
view? Nor are we given her waist 
measurement as we are his. Maybe 
hers doesn't matter so much, huh? 
Hah. 

The artist draws attention to the 
man's physique precisely to show 
that it doesn't matter; he avoids 
remarking explicitly on hers so as 
not to admit that hers does. The 
main difference between the two 
drawings is that she's a sexpot and 
he's a schlub. The effect of the 
drawings would be very different 
otherwise. Picture "The Compleet 
Radical Environmentalist" as a 
dumpy, ill-groomed, leering 
woman with an old truck, and "The 
Compleet Man Radical Environ- 
mentalist" as a gorgeous athletic 
hunk smiling at us coyly, and see 
how that might Change things. Pic- 
turing "The Compleet Radical Envi- 
ronmentalist" (male) as imperfect 
and homely allows any man in the 
movement to identify with him; 
what's important is his attitude and 
paraphernalia, not physical beauty. 
But idealizing the physique of "The 
Compleet Woman Radical Environ- 
mentalist" (by the warped stan- 
dards of our commodity culture) 
makes it an alienating image to 
women in the movement. Men can 


see themselves as the subject of 
"The Compleet Radical Environ- 
mentalist" drawing, but women 
generally cannot do the same with 
"The Compleet Woman Radical En- 
vironmentalist," which is thus an 
objectification of women, an objec- 
tification, needless to say, primarily 
for men, like the glamour or adver- 
tising photos it resembles. 

Objectification turns things 
into resources. By objectifying 
things, presenting them as 
whole but without their au- 
tonomy or inherent worth, A* 

those with power (to ob- 
jectify) deny self-expres- 
sion and self-defini- 
tion. We can see ex- 
amples of this in the 
management of wild- 
life and wilderness ipife— « 

"resources". Objecti- W I 

fication of the natu- 1J 

ral world leads to its 

exploitation. Objec- 

tification of women's, 
or men's, bodies is 
pornography. 

When the earth is 
pictured as a woman, 
then the objectification of 
it as her body is likewise por- 
nographic. This is apparent in 
many of the images of "Mother 
Earth" that male artists give us. The 
graphics saying "Don't Fool with 
Mother Earth" and "Don't Fuck 
with Mother Nature" are clearly in- 
viting the viewer to imagine doing 
otherwise. Many of Lone Wolf 
Circle's images of "the Goddess" are 
equally pornographic, offering at 


different perspective. Islam forbids 
representational art because it de- 
tracts from Allah's glory. There is a 
similar passage in an obscure Jewish 
text called "the ten command- 
ments,": Thou shalt worship no 
graven images be- 
fore me. 
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before. Of course, these people were 
mercantile Europeans, and their 
new understanding was very useful 
to them. The geographic image we 
have of the earth was developed 
specifically to aid in the exploita- 
tion of its resources. 

- The earth 
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World has never 

on a Platter 

. actually been seen 

Because they were forbidden from that way except by aliens and astro- 

making images of the sacred, Judeo- nauts. The view of earth from space 
Christians had to separate the natu- is an alien view, a view from out- 


planet. But law protects the planet 
in exactly the same way that a pimp 
protects a woman he considers 
"his" whore. Even the best environ- 
mental law protects the wild as an 
object, for the most beneficial use 
for humans, as a resource for future 
generations. The whole thing is 
about possession and control. The 
Earth Police would make the earth 
safe by making it theirs. Daddy's 
little blue-green sweetheart. 

I am surely taking this too seri- 
ously. It's only a joke, right? 

But precisely because of this, 
I think we have to realize 
how serious it is. The 
Earth Police badge is a 
pornographic joke, and 
if we laugh it off with- 
out questioning what 
lies under it then we 
- only reinforce the ob- 

M scenity of our culture 

- ^ / . and of our relation- 
— — ship to the planet. If 

we use this dirty joke to 
find out something of 
our personal involve- 
ment in planetary exploi- 
tation, then we may find 
some direction toward alter- 
natives and it may have been 
worthwhile for someone to 
make up all those ugly little ny- 
lon badges. 

I love looking at maps, at im- 
ages of the earth. I pin them up on 
my walls. I imagine travelling; I 
know that from this technological 
culture I can get to anywhere on the 
globe; I fantasize about what differ- 
ent places might be like. I suspect 


once the availability of the earth's 
abundance and the availability of 
young women equally to the 
viewer. 

To some extent objectification 
is inherent in art, certainly in the 
Western tradition of art that under- 
lies most of our images. Wealthy 
collectors commission paintings of 
their possessions, "their" land, 
"their" women, etc. and amass 
other objects in absentia through 
art. Some other traditions offer a 


ral world from the sacred in order to 
depict it. By desecrating nature 
they have been able to objectify and 
consequently to exploit it, visually 
and otherwise. 

Some will argue that art, like the 
media, has its uses too. It lets us see 
the world in new ways. Art is ex- 
tremely useful for this. Look at the 
way we picture the earth. By imag- 
ining it as a globe, some people were 
able to get a much different under- 
standing of it than they had had 
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side, and it allows the viewer to see 
the earth as an object of which s/he 
is not a part. This view is useful for 
exploiting the planet, whether or 
not the viewer imagines running off 
to others once this one is finally laid 
waste. Seen thus, as an objectifica- 
tion created to aid exploitation, the 
image of the little blue-green ball 
hanging in space is essentially por- 
nographic. All the earth's secrets 
are laid bare to the satellite camera 
eye; turn as she might, she cannot 
turn away, and these images taken 
without her consent (but she didn't 
say no) and to her great harm (the 
environmental cost of the space 
program, and of the culture that 
achieved it) are duplicated by the 
millions and sold in the streets, ac- 
cessible to all, obscene. 

We reinforce this objectifica- 
tion of the earth when we imagine it 
as something outside of ourselves 
that we have to rescue, as if we were 
good patriarchal knights come to 
save the princess from the dragon, 
without understanding that we are 
both the dragon and the princess. 
The earth day logo is more of this 
kind of image, more a damsel in 
distress than the lewd centerfold 
developers see, but it is just as 
disempowering and obscene. An 
even clearer case is the earth police 
badge. 

The earth police badge shows 
our little planet crossed with me- 
dian lines — like the crosshairs of a 
gun, or the bars of a cell — and is 
inscribed with the motto "one 
planet, one precinct." In other 
words the entire planet is under the 
jurisdiction of one police force. 
Rather what the fascists have always 
dreamt of, no? In this fantasy, the 
knights are protecting the princess 
by keeping her shut up in a tower so 
they will be able to defend her. The 
earth police will presumably en- 
force a set of laws that protect the 



that this is not all that different 
from what users of pornography do. 
So, knowing the poverty of pornog- 
raphy in relation to what it alludes, 
knowing the deception of the im- 
age and the confines of the ideal, 
why do I not give up my maps and 
my airplanes for the richer relation- 
ship with the earth I know is pos- 
sible? It is possible to know the land 
deeply, on foot, within the compass 
of the horizon. It is possible to 
picture the earth as we in fact see it, 
as part of it. It is possible to live 
together without objectification, 
and to laugh without reason. It is 
analogous to love, but it is more 
than love, for the earth is more than 
our lover, more than our mother; it 
is simply everything we really 
know. 






Kennecott Mine 
NOT a Forgone 
Conclusion 

There is a widespread percep- 
tion that Kennecott/Rio Tin to Zinc's 
proposed open pit copper mine on 
the banks of the Flambeau River in 
Wisconsin is a forgone conclusion. 
Larry Mercando, RTZ's mine project 
manager for the Ladysmith Flam- 
beau project, has predicted the be- 
ginning of mine construction by 
the spring of 1991. The necessary 
permits were issued in mid-January. 

Overlooked in this scenario is 
the existence of a significant and 
widespread opposition movement 
determined to prevent the opening 
of the mine. Even David Schwartz 
had to admit that he had never 
presided over such a dramatic out- 
pouring of public opposition to a 
project. That opposition included 
the state's six Chippewa bands, 
treaty rights support groups, envi- 
ronmental organizations, a 
sportfishing group, and local citi- 
zens. This is the same citizen, envi- 
ronmentalist and Indian coalition 
that was successful in stopping 
Exxon's proposed Crandon mine 
after a decade-long battle. Now this 
coalition stands opposed to an eco- 
logically destructive mine project 
being promoted by the world's larg- 
est mining corporation and one of 
the most pro-mining governors in 
recent history. 

Despite Kennecott/RTZ's at- 
tempts to promote a "psychology 
of inevitability" about this project, 
local citizens have mounted a so- 
phisticated opposition using a vari- 
ety of legal, media and direct action 
tactics that have continually caught 
Kennecott/RTZ off guard. After 
Kennecott hired a public relations 
firm to publish The Flambeau News 
as an insert to the Ladysmith News, 
the Rusk County Citizens Action 
Group (RCCAG) started publishing 
The Real Flambeau News as an insert 
to the town shopper. As more people 
in surrounding towns and counties 
became informed about the issue, 
the opposition grew larger. Last 
October, hundreds of mine oppo- 
nents showed up at a Rusk County 
board meeting ready to testify in 
favor of a resolution asking the 
county to withdraw from the local 
mining agreement with the com- 
pany. The resolution was narrowly 
defeated after Kennecott let it be 
known that the county could be 
sued for its action to withdraw from 
the contract. Local cotozens have 
filed a legal challenge on the grounds 
that it deprives them of their First 
Ammend. rights to oppose the mine. 
The Lac Courte Oreilles Chippewa 
are challenging the mine based on 
the infringement of their treaty 
rights. 

If all legal avenues become ex- 
hausted, the Wisconsin Greens and 
Earth First! have pledged to engage 
in non-violent civil disobediance at 
the mine site. This project is rightly 
seen by both the mining industry 
and the opposition as a precedent 
for the opening up of larger-scale 
and ecologically-devastating min- 
ing activity all across northern Wis- 
consin. The state approval of the 
Kennecott/RTZ mining permit has 
signalled the escalation of environ- 
mental resistance to new and un- 
precedented levels. 

—MIDWEST HEADWATERS EARTH 
FIRST! 
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Cyanide-Heap Leaching: The New Gold Rush 


BY REBEKAH LEDWITH AND 
ANDREW WOLF 

Just when you thought that the 
Earth was a complete fucking mess 
and things couldn't possibly get 
any worse, Cyanide Heap Leach 
Mining reared its ugly head. This 
method of mining was first used in 
the gold fields of South Africa and is 
now actively obliterating fragile 
wilderness here in the good old 
USA. This fine new technology is 
being brought to you by none other 
than multi-national Earth rapers 
such as DuPont and Chevron (sur- 
prise, surprise). 

The process makes previously 
insignificant deposits of gold cost- 
effective to mine. It involves strip- 
mining millions of tons of earth, 
crushing it, and "heaping" it onto a 
polyethylene liner. The unearthed 
mountains are then sprayed with a 
highly alkaline cyanide solution 
which leaches out the gold. The 
gold-laden solution is then drained 
into a holding pond (fondly called a 
"pregnant pond" by the mining 
industry). From this point it is 
pumped to a processing plant. 
Then, using a combination of co- 
conut shells, caustic soda, anti- 
freeze, steel wool and electrolysis, 
the gold is distilled from the cya- 
nide, ready to be used by jewelers, 
dentists and the aerospace industry. 
The cyanide is then either re-used or 
detoxified and pumped with waste 
ore to a tailings pond. The end 
results are mountains of toxic 
rubble, vast gaping pits half a mile 
across and a quarter of a mile deep, 
and a wildlife habitat that wouldn't 
support a sandflea. 

For every 100 tons, the "reward" 
is a TEASPOON AND A HALF of 
gold. Because the gold is scarce, 
entire mountains and thousands of 
acres of land must be pillaged before 
the companies can break even. The 
average operation consumes 4.5 
square miles. It costs them about 
$200 an ounce to extract the gold; 
however, because the market price 
ranges from $300 to $800 an ounce, 
it's still profitable for them to mine 
it. A typical operation stands to 
make $200 million. 

Mining access to federal lands is 
"regulated" by the antiquated 1872 
Mining Act. This frontier statute 
treats land as valuable only to the 
extent that it can be made into 
money. Under this law any miner 
who discovers a "valuable deposit" 
can withdraw the minerals from 
public land with no royalty or rec- 
lamation requirements, paying be- 
tween $2.50 and $5.00 an acre. The 


federal agencies have no choice 
about making the sale. Miners can 
override land management prac- 
tices for protection of wildlife 
habitat, stream quality, and wil- 
derness. In fact, in many wilderness 
areas, old claims linger while pros- 
pectors wait for the ore's price to rise 
to a profitable level. The miner may 
establish a "claim" on public land 
and tie up the mineral rights in- 
definitely with only $100 of work 
being done yearly in order to retain 
the claim. The miner pays no rent 
and may lease the claim and keep a 
royalty for him/herself. Over 1.2 
million Mining Law claims extend 
over 25 million acres with more 
than 2,000 claims in National Parks. 

This bullshit law is being pro- 
tected and maintained by self- 
serving politicians sucking up to an 
aggressive and wealthy mining 
lobby. In addition, thousands of 
petty hobbyists and speculators 
encourage the continuation of the 
Act. These people armed with 
pickaxe and shovel are digging up 
creek beds throughout the West. 
What nightmare would be com- 
plete without mentioning the Bu- 
reau of Livestock and Mining? 
These sleazeballs are at it again 
aiding and abetting the Mining In- 
dustry. For example, the BLM has 
drafted a proposal to "promote" the 
1872 Mining Act. The ideas it pre- 
sents include selling the law to kids 
through posters and videos in the 
schools. It is also encouraging BLM 
employees to join environmental 
groups to influence support of the 
law (eek! run for your lives... see 
article, Ostara '91). 

Since virtually no legal protec- 
tion is provided by federal laws, it is 
up to individual states and counties 
to pass environmental legislation to 
mitigate mining damage. Indi- 
vidual counties can control the 
process through citing and zoning 
processes, but rural counties that 
lack strong economies perceive 
these mines as sources of increasing 
employment and tax revenue. The 
average life of these mines is only 
six or seven years, yet most com- 
munities consider the boom and 
not the bust. 

As host to 50% of U.S. gold pro- 
duction, Nevada is at the heart of 
the gold rush. The impacts are 
massive in California, Montana, 
and Colorado. Utah, Washington, 
Maine and South Carolina are also 
active. Recently, mining compa- 
nies have cast a beady eye on poten- 
tially lucrative areas in the Eastern 
Oregon wilderness. Within the last 
few years, well over 65,000 claims 
have been filed on the Southeastern 


Oregon desert. 

The list of negative biological 
impacts from Cyanide Heap-Leach 
Mining is overwhelming. Impacts 
occur in all phases beginning with 
the marking of each mining claim 
with six or seven white plastic PVC 
pipes. There is no law requiring 
their removal and everywhere you 
look they are littering the desert 
(hint — hint). Roads switchback up 
mountains, cross streams and cre- 
ate channels for erosion. The earth 
is dug and piled onto liners leaving 
enormous pits. For comparison, the 
Empire State Building could fit into 
one of these pits. The companies 
are not required to fill them in. 
Toxic heavy metals such as arsenic, 
mercury, lead, and cadmium are 
often exposed as a result of the 
digging, and these pits eventually 
fill with rain and groundwater, cre- 
ating toxic soup. 

Speaking of toxic, these idiots 
are spraying cyanide with little or 
no protection against accidents. 
The polyethylene liners that the 
piles of earth sit on ALWAYS leak. 
The question is not "if" they leak, 
but "how much." From the point of 
leakage, the cyanide enters the 
ground and underlying aquifers, 
streams, lakes and reservoirs. Re- 
leases also occur when heavy rains 
flood holding ponds or when pip- 
ing systems leak or are improperly 
operated. Heavy cyanide releases 
have occurred in Nevada where one 
accident was responsible for nine 
million gallons being dumped into 
the ecosystem. Estimates rate spills 
in Nevada at one every week. 

Cyanide degrades in sunlight 
but studies show that it can last at 
least 40 years in groundwater. A 
typical operation can use at least 
three million pounds of cyanide a 
year. 

The gold-laden holding ponds 
are not required by law to be cov- 
ered or even netted. Some compa- 
nies use netting or colored flags to 
scare off wildlife with limited suc- 
cess. For some reason those pesky 
animals neglect to heed the DAN- 
GER CYANIDE warning signs that 
are posted around the pools of 
death. Due to scarce desert water 
supplies, thirsty animals are drawn 
to their demise in these ponds. Be- 
cause state funds are limited, in- 
spectors visit these mines an aver- 
age of once a year with no surprise 
visits. Therefore the companies are 
on a sort of honor system to report 
wildlife deaths. 

In Nevada alone more than 6400 
migratory waterfowl are known to 
have been killed after contact with 
the ponds. Keep in mind that these 


Continued from previous page 

are only the deaths the companies 
chose to report. One reliable source 
tells of Golden Sunlight Mine em- 
ployees in Montana being told to 
shoot the floating birds to make 
them sink in order to avoid a public 
relations problem. Great Homed 
Owls, Snowy Egrets, Teal, Mallards, 
Ruddy Ducks, Whistling Swans, 
Songbirds, Shorebirds, Badgers, Kit 
Foxes, Deer, Coyote, Big Horned 
Sheep... the list of deaths goes on 
and on. In an attempt to scare off 
wildlife some companies use pro- 
pane cannons set up around the 
ponds that are set to go off at any 
hint of intrusion. (This practice has 
the whole-hearted support of the 
Audubon Society). 

Another drastic problem caused 
by this mining is the heavy drain on 
scarce desert water. The average 
operation consumes 1,000 to 1,500 
gallons of water per MINUTE (that's 
roughly two million gallons a day). 
Mining companies have even been 
allowed to draw water from local 
reservoirs when their lust for water 
has run their own sources dry. 

The mining companies are not 
required to restore the land to its 
original state. They normally re- 
plant with non-native species; for 
example, crested wheatgrass is of- 
ten planted (which is a tasty treat 
for cows.) 

The first hurdle to cross when 
researching this issue is stark dis- 
belief. The mining interests are 
getting away with murder and are 
laughing all the way to the bank. 
The real clincher however, is that 
5 7% of the gold mined is used for 
jewelry. Yes, you read that cor- 
rectly. 

DuPont Industrial Chemicals is 
making all kinds of money supply- 
ing the cyanide for heap-leach 
mining. Sodium cyanide is one of 
the most lethal poisons known. 
The public may remember it in 
connection with the Jonestown 
Massacre or the Tylenol/Sudafed 
deaths. The people at DuPont as- 
sures us that they ship their cyanide 
in solid form as opposed to liquid. 
They say that as a solid it can be 
"easily cleaned up with minimal 
risk to human safety or the envi- 
ronment." Now, don't you feel 
comforted knowing that DuPont 
employees cares about protecting 
the planet? 

Besides DuPont, lots of big, ugly, 
multinational corporations are in- 
volved. Chevron has joined with 
Horizon Gold Corporation and is 
nearing completion of its explora- 
tion of Hope Butte near Vale in 
southeastern Oregon. Hope Butte is 
an old mercury mine near farmland 
and above a reservior. The opera- 
tion is slated to begin in two or three 
months. Chevron has also joined 
with Pegasus Gold Inc. to slaughter 
Quartz Mountain near Dry Creek 
Butte Wilderness Study Area (WSA) 
in Oregon. Fred Beck, a Chevron 
Environmental Consultant, said 
that there is very little overburden 
at Quartz Mountain "so they will 
take the whole mountain and put it 
on a heap leach pad." Overburden 
is the top 100 to 300 feet of soil and 
rock that is considered worthless 
waste by the industry. This project 
is close to beginning operations. 

The Atlas Mining Corporation is 
working feverishly to be the first to 
start a heap leach mine at Grassy 
Mountain, four miles west of the 
Owyee reservoir in Malheur 


County, Oregon. This is the biggest 
operation yet proposed for 
Oregon's high desert. It will feature 
a pit 800 feet deep and 2200 feet 
across, consume 7.5 megawatts of 
electricity and use 500 to 800 gal- 
lons of water per minute. While 
Atlas is expected to make about 
$200 million from this mine, it has 
refused to invest in measures nec- 
essary to prevent wildlife deaths 
and/or cyanide releases. It will have 
no leak detection system under the 
ore heap; however, it will of course 
have one under the gold laden so- 
lution. The BLM is doing an Envi- 
ronmental Impact Statement on 
the Grassy Mountain mine that will 
be completed in August, 1991. Atlas 
hopes to begin digging next spring. 

The race is on here in Oregon. 
The history of these mines in other 
states is gruesome. Federal protec- 
tion for these lands is basically 
nonexistent, and the miners practi- 
cally steal the land under the pro- 
tection of the 1872 Mining Act. We 
can't let these petty thieves and a 
rogue agency like the BLM chisel 
away at the last wild places of Or- 
egon. We need to, in the words of 
Andrew, who was in a bad mood, 
"stomp their greedy asses back into 
the hole they crawled from." 

The opportunity is available to 
the Oregon legislature to set a legal 
precedent and demand that these 
companies see the "environmental 
light" and get the hell out of Or- 
egon. ODEQ isn't exactly headed in 
the right direction; it offers mining 
conglomerates state tax credits to 
make up half the cost of the mini- 
mal pollution controls required by 
state and federal laws. What the 
ODEQ needs is a reality check and a 
swift kick in the butt. 

What you can do; DON'T BUY 
GOLD JEWELRY. Consider that 
many precious metals and stones 
are obtained through Earth destruc- 
tion. 57% of the gold that's mined 
is used to make baubles and 
bangles. 

In Oregon the Atlas mine at 
Grassy Mountain is being used by 
the industry as a test case to see how 
Oregon "takes" to Cyanide Heap- 
Leach Mining. There's a big list of 
state legislators, congresspeople 
and government slaves you can 
write to if you have a problem with 
allowing these mining companies 
into Oregon. Encouraging strict 
environmental standards and 
regulation may actually deter com- 
panies from mining. IvanUrnovitz, 
from the Northwest Mining Asso- 
ciation, said recently that "a law 
requiring backfilling [filling in the 
pits] would effectively keep the in- 
dustry out of Oregon." 

Some environmental groups are 
working to push the Oregon legis- 
lature to enact comprehensive rules 
and regulations controlling cya- 
nide heap leach mining. If this fails, 
a voter initiative is being consid- 
ered. However, seeking to simply 
mitigate the damage these compa- 
nies do is not enough, and more 
voices call for NO CYANIDE MIN- 
ING need to be heard. 

Reformation of the 1872 Mining 
Act is looking hopeful in Congress 
this year. Senator Dale Bumpers has 
introduced S433 which is aimed at 
reform of the Act. The bill is inad- 
equate in some areas but it would 
require some semblance of reclama- 
tion, require a bond, provide for 
enforcement of the law and allow 
for citizen suit. 

To express your support of the 


reformation of the 1872 Mining Act 
write to your congresspeople. In- 
clude your demand that the reform 
measures are strengthened: Senate 
Office Building, Washington DC 
20510; House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

To voice you concerns about 
Cyanide Mining in Oregon write: 
Gov. Barbara Roberts, State Capitol 
Bldg., Salem, OR 97310; Senator 
Mark Hatfield, 475 Cottage, N.E. 
Salem, OR 97310; Senator Bob 
Packwood, 101 S.W. Main, Port- 
land, OR 97208. . Also write Dean 
Bibles, BLM state director and 
shmuck,1300 N.E. 44th Ave., Port- 
land, OR 97208. 

If you're an Oregonian, find 
out who the state representatives 
are in your district and look up their 
addresses in the phone book. Let- 
ters to them are particularly im- 
portant. 

OK, here comes the fun part. 


Organize a demonstration, or what- 
ever seems appropriate, at one of 
the following locations: Atlas 
Mining Corporation, 370 17th St., 
Denver, CO. 80202-5631, R.R. 
Weaver-pres. and CEO, tel: 208- 
788-4116; Quartz Mountain God 
Corporation, 950,789 W. Pender 
St., Vancouver V6C 1H2, D.S. 
Jennings -pres, and CEO: 604-662- 
7557; Pegasus Gold Inc., 400 North 
9 Post St., Spokane, WA. 99201, 
J.M. Wilson-pres. and CEO: 509- 
624-4653; Horizon Gold Shares, 
1536 Cole Blvd. Suite 140, Golden, 
CO. 80401, John Watson-pres., tel: 
303-239-8701; Micky Driver, 
Manager, Public Relations, Chev- 
ron Resources, 400 Executive 
Pkwy., Suite 400, San Ramon, CA. 
94583; Ralph Ficth, Mgr. Chevron 
Resources, 350 South Rock Blvd. 
Suite C, Reno, NV 89502; Jerry 
Barlow, Chevron USA Inc., Box 
1392, Bakersfield, CA 93302. 



View toward proposed Kaiparowits Mine 


Kaiparowits Plateau 
Slated For Coal Mining 

The Kaiparowits Plateau, one of the few remaining remote and wild 
places on the Colorado Plateau, is under attack by Andalex Resources Inc., 
a Kentucky based mining company. Andalex's Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM) lease is directly north and across the lake from Page, Arizona 
(23 miles NE of Big Water, Utah), in Smokey Hollow Canyon (alias Missing 
Canyon). This area is next to a Wilderness Study Area and is within 
Congressman Wayne Owens proposed wilderness bill, HR 1500. 

If Andalex goes through with its plans, the Kaiparowits Plateau will 
undergo considerable development including a circuitous road through 
and around Smokey Hollow Canyon. This road would be large enough to 
accommodate as many as 150 ninety-two foot long trucks on a daily basis. 
Additional impacts include disruption and destruction of sacred and 
archaeological sites (Kaiparowits means "mountain home of the people" in 
Pah Ute), possible lowering of the water table, and widespread environ- 
mental decline resulting from the large-scale operation(s) in this undis- 
turbed sensitive habitat. Most critically, Andalex would open up the entire 
Kaiparowits Plateau to other mining companies, making this issue larger 
than a single lease development. 

Andalex plans to send the coal to the Pacific Rim. Project manager 
David Shaver has approached the city of Flagstaff, Arizona, with the 
proposition of locating the coal loading facility there. This would entail 
hauling the coal in trucks 50% above state limits on truck tonnage, 145 
miles down Highway 89 (a small two lane highway), at a rate of one every 
ten minutes every day and night of the year. The coal would be dumped 
in Flagstaff, loaded into trains bound for Los Angeles, CA, and then shipped 
to Japan, Korea, or Taiwan. At a heated city council meeting, safety 
concerns caused Flagstaff residents to be 3 to 1 against Andalex coming to 
Flagstaff. Rather than sending coal from our public land to Japan, at severe 
environmental cost, some feel it should be saved for future U*' need, or 
better yet left intact as alternative energy replaces this need. 

The BLM has already called for an Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) before Andalex can begin development. 

What You Can Do: 

1. Write the BLM and let them know you are opposed to coal mining on 
the Kaiparowits Plateau and why. James Parker, State Director, BLM, 324 
S. State St., Salt Lake City, UT 84111-2303 and Verlin Smith, Area Manager, 
BLM, 318 N. 100 E., Kanab, UT 84741. 

2. Ask the BLM to put you on its mailing list to receive information 
regarding this issue, comment on EIS's, and speak at hearings. 

3. Write Rep. Owens in support of HR 1500 and encourage him to preserve 
Smokey Hollow Canyon and other areas that contain mining leases: 1 728 
Longworth Bldg., Washington, DC 20515 

— Faith Walker 
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Auburn Dam Back From the Dead: Act Now To Stop 

Army Corpse Plots Murder of the American River The Auburn Dam! 

By Daniel Boone 


The dam-building zombies are back with yet 
another proposal to kill the American River in the 
Sierra foothills east of Sacramento, California. 
This time it's the Army Corpse of Engineers, with 
its flood control scam that throws billions of 
federal tax dollars into giant cement structures, 
so developers can build in flood plains, now that 
the feds will no longer pay mega-dam dreamers. 

Their dream and our nightmare may be- 
come reality as soon as October. The Army 
Corpse has just released its latest proposal, a 
single-purpose flood control dam, a so-called dry 
dam, which when filled to capacity would create 
a very wet reservoir, drowning 40 miles of the 
North and Middle Forks of the American River. 
Typically, a dry dam has a bypass tunnel which 
allows a predetermined maximum flow of water, 
so that nothing is actually stored above the dam 
unless the maximum flow is exceeded. In the 
event of a flood, water backs up above the dam 
and then is gradually released through the tunnel 
when the flood stage is over. 

Instead of a bypass tunnel, however, the 
Army Corpse proposal includes gates, which 
could be closed at the discretion of the operator 
to store water for an indefinite period. The dam 
could easily be upgraded to a multi-purpose dam 
for storing water and generating hydroelectric 
power. The Corpse in effect is saying "Trust us." 
And if you believe them, I've got a bridge to sell 
you. 

The North and Middle Forks of the Ameri- 
can are among the last free-flowing rivers in 
California. Their canyons provide habitat for 
osprey, peregrin, red tailed hawks, deer, bear, 
bobcats, mountain lions, and many others. De- 
spite almost 150 years of mining activity, there 
are few roads and much of their canyons remains 
inaccessible and untouched by humans. Hikers, 
equestrians, and mountain bikers do penetrate a 
small portion, while kayakers and rafters enjoy 
the spectacular whitewater with little impact. 

The BLM recently did a study of the poten- 
tial for National Recreation Area status for the 
American River canyons, and it found the area 
met all the criteria for an excellent NRA. Prob- 
lem: the study is held up inside the gears of the 
Department of Interior, and may never be offi- 
cially released. A little pressure from us and our 


Congressional Reps could force it out and add 
ammunition to the arguments against damning 
the canyons. 

The feds have been trying to flood the can- 
yons for decades, and they actually managed to 
begin dam construction 25 years ago, until 
someone discovered that the dam site is on top of 
an earthquake fault. Construction was held up 
pending further geological study. Then a 5.7 
magnitude quake shook along the same fault 
system, putting the project on hold indefinitely. 
The Army Corpse now claims it can build a dam 
to withstand an 8.0 quake. No problem: they'll 
just pour more cement. 

For those who care about the people living 
in Sacramento's flood plain, which is most of 
Sacramento, or if you're wondering how the 
Corpse is justifying this dam, read on. The federal 
government guarantees flood insurance only if 
an area is protected against the 100 year flood. 
Sacramento used to meet the 100 year flood 
standard until a few wet winters changed the 
weather statistics, and the city plunged to 63 year 
flood protection. Aren't statistics wonderful? So 
now there's tremendous pressure from powers 
that be, particularly politicians, developers and 
frustrated civil engineers, to achieve the new 100 
year flood standard, before the feds rescind their 
guarantee of flood insurance and place a mora- 
torium on development in Sacramento. (Sounds 
good to me, where do I sign?) 

Alas, a moratorium on development won't 
be tolerated by the growth- at-all-costs system, or 
even by the voters, so without alternative flood 
control, a dam is unstoppable. Incidentally, the 
Army Corpse proposal would give a small (sic) 
margin of safety beyond the 100 year require- 
ment, overshooting by a mere 300% to achieve 
protection against the 400 year flood. A gold 
plated dam, perhaps? The Corpse doesn't even 
have to get money allocated by Congress; it's got 
a slush fund saved up just for this dam. Alter- 
natives include improving levees along the 
American and Sacramento Rivers, and revamp- 
ing Folsom Dam, downstream of the proposed 
dam at Auburn, to include flood control, instead 
of just water storage. These could meet the 100 
year flood standard and save the North and 
Middle Forks from concrete doom. 


What You Can Do: 

1) The American River Coalition will be 
providing a synopsis and response guidelines to 
the Army Corpse dam feasibility study. Call or 
write them at: ARC, 909 12th St. Suite 207, 
Sacramento, CA, 916-448-1045. 

2) Write or call the Army Corpse of Engi- 
neers to get the feasibility study on the Auburn 
Dam. The public comment period began April 
5 and ends June 15. Tell them the project is too 
expensive and unacceptable in any form for its 
benefits. Contact Colonel Laurence R. Sadoff, 
District Engineer, 650 Capitol Mall, Sacramento, 
CA 95814, 916-551-3244. 

3) Write Senator John Seymour, US Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510 AND Congressperson 
Vic Fazio, House of Representatives, Washing- 
ton, DC, 20515, to tell them that a multipurpose 
dam is unnecessary and that any dam that 
drowns the American River is unacceptable. Tell 
them to deauthorize the dam, to support the 
National Recreation designation, and to release 
the BLM American River NRA feasibility study. 
Urge them to prevent floodplain development 
and restore a meander belt and riparian zone 
along the lower American River as an economical 
and natural means of flood control. Request a 
reply! 

4) Write the BLM to demand the release of 
the American River NRA Feasibility Study. 
$300,000 of federal tax money was spent on this 
report: Dave Harris, BLM — Folsom Resource 
Area, 63 Natoma Street, Folsom, CA, 95630. 

5) Call or pay a visit to the offices of 
floodplain developers Angelo Tsaakopoulos at 
7700 College Town Drive, Sacramento, CA 
95826, 916-383-2500, to let him know what you 
think of a dam. He contributed $100,000 (out of 
$280,000 spent) to a campaign on last 
November's advisory measure directing the Sac- 
ramento County Supervisors to support a dam. 

6) Attend the public hearings: May 14, 7 
pm, CA Dept. Natural Resources Auditorium; 
May 16,1pm, Sacramento County Bd. of Supers. 
Chambers; May 22, 7 pm, Placer County Bd. of 
Supers. Chambers. 

— Mike Howell 
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The Technology of Torture 


By Robert Marten 

The fate of large carnivores is a common concern 
to us all. We know that strong herds of deer, elk and 
pronghorn antelope are necessary to the success of 
such priceless predators as the grizzly, wolf and cougar. 
It is axiomatic that such prey must outnumber 
predators in large proportions. The common factor in 
preventing the success of the largest carnivores has 
been the domestic cow and its attendant catastrophes: 
overgrazing, loss of habitat and "predator control.” 

But what about small carnivores? There isn't 
much written about their plight. Much of this is due 
to their mysterious nature. How many of the following 
animals are you familiar with or have you seen: the 
least weasel, long-tailed weasel, ermine, mink, otter, 
fisher, marten, wolverine, ringtail, ocelot, bobcat, 
lynx, or the arctic fox? They are secretive and retiring 
by nature, and without them the wilds would be 
overrun by rodents, rabbits and even porcupines. To 
catch a glimpse of one is a rare treat, for sadly, they are 
all in desperate straights. 

Thirteen years ago my home was in a rather 
remote location. After some months I noticed that a 
particular pickup was parked near a stream by a dirt 
road two or three days a week in the late afternoons. 
Noting the days and times I set up surveillance by 
arriving before the truck did. The view through my 
binoculars presented a man with a racoon-skin hat 
hiking a set trail after parking his truck in the same 
familiar spot. It was initially unclear to me what was 
happening. I maintained the surveillance for two 
weeks, braving weather as cold as 10 above. After he 
left one frigid autumn evening, I decided to follow the 
trail. Hiking the first half mile produced no evidence 
of anything out of the ordinary. Just then I spotted a 
deer carcass. Investigation revealed it was staked to the 
ground. Suddenly something snapped sidelong onto 
my boot., .a leghold trap. It took some doing to get free 
of the contraption. Thoroughly startled and slightly 
wounded, I realized I'd just had my first encounter 
with trapping. The trap was anchored into the frozen 
soil by a ground stake and I could not remove it. 
Darkness was setting in, so I resolved to come another 
day. 

Two days later I walked the circuit again and made 
a morbid discovery: a nearly-dead mink lay shivering 
in a trap by the stream. The trap had not closed on one 
of his legs, but rather snapped together on top of his 
lower abdomen. Internal hemorrhage was killing him 
as I watched in horror. Seeing no other recourse, I 
found a heavy rock and crushed his skull with it. After 
removing his destroyed body from the trap, I buried 
him as best I could, intent on depriving the trapper of 
his pelt. I trudged home and pondered the situation 
somberly — for I had never killed before. This beautiful 
but unfortunate animal was to be the first of many. 

Considerable research since then has clarified a 
number ot mysteries about trapping tor me. Library 
books and trade j ournals yield a wealth of information. 
Target animals are called "fur-bearers." This is a 
chauvinistic term reducing the intrinsic value of na- 
ture to its usable parts. It is not unlike men and women 
referring to one another by their genitals. Non-target 
animals such as squirrels, birds, badgers, cats and dogs 
who are inadvertently trapped are termed "trash." 
Easy come, easy go. One trapper's wife created a full- 
sized living room mg out of domestic tabby cats. 

Trappers themselves are very unique. They have a 
traditional image of being independent mountain 
men, unfettered by society and totally free. To read the 
magazine Fur-Fish-Game, one is likely to be left with 
the impression that trappers are decent, benign, hu- 
mane, saintly living legends. This flowery represen- 
tation bears little resemblance to the facts. A long-term 
computer operator at NCIC (National Crime Investi- 
gation Center) remarked once that he had never run 
the name of a trapper through the system that didn't 
have a yellow sheet. A startingly large proportion of 
trappers are felons. What this ostensibly suggests is 
that trappers are simply criminals with a license to 
practice one form of economically acceptable crimi- 
nality. There is no Dachau or Bergen-Belsen available, 
so trapping licenses are issued to fill the need. 

Trappers, you should know, always carry a gun 
and a club, either a short carbine or a .22 caliber pistol. 
This is so they can pummel or shoot their quarry in the 
head and prevent damage to the pelt. This is somewhat 
inconsistent with Federal law since ex-felons may not 
bear firearms. I know of several cases when this didn’t 
pose any obstacle to the trapper/felon. So if you 
imagine direct confrontation is a viable remedy to 
trapping, you now know the high character and po- 
tential of your adversary. 

In nearly all states, each trap must bear a metal tag 
with the name, address and telephone number of the 
owner affixed, unless the trap is placed on private land. 
Most trapping in the west is part of the "multiple use" 
doctrine on public land. One anti-trapping enthusiast 
informed me that after repossessing well over three 
hundred traps, she found only one that was legally 
tagged! So not only are these morons criminals, they 
don't even bother to follow the laws which govern 


their licensure! They are unanimously trapping ille- 
gally! Incidentally, thatlone tagged trap was destroyed 
by a sledgehammer and tossed through the addressee 's 
large living room picture window during a thirty below 
cold snap. 

In trapping journals, lost traps are universally 
attributed to theft by other trappers, proving perhaps 
that trappers know full well what kind of miscreants 
their lot are. They are a macho bunch and cannot 
imagine that a tree-hugger would dare infringe upon 
their God-given rights. Only another macho slob 
would venture to attempt that! 

Now then, it's countermeasure time! You will 
need some basic equipment when you ran traplines. 
First, a good quality camouflage from head to toe. 
Second, a gunny sack. This will serve several purposes: 
collecting garbage, collecting traps and covering and 
restraining trapped animals while you free them. 
Trapped animals don't know the good guys from the 
bad guys, and unless they are very weak, are not to be 
trifled with. Once you collect your first traps, practice 
opening them with your feet, or one hand and one 
foot, so you'll be prepared to juggle a wild animal with 
your remaining appendages when the day arrives for 
you to liberate the real thing. Third, a pair of heavy 
gauntlets. Fourth, a light-duty set of bo ltcutters. Fifth, 
two large vise grips or "C" clamps to compress trap 
springs. Sixth, dark canvas shoe covers that can be 
laced at the ankles to obfuscate your footprints. 
Launder these thoroughly after every use. Seventh, 
you will need a sidearm, for the heartbreaking fact is, 
eventually you’ll discover an animal beyond help 
where death will be an act of kindness. And eighth, 
you will need to acquire a metal detector since traps are 
dark or rusty and concealed by light brush or dead 
grass. Traps and wire snares are difficult to find 
otherwise. 

The metal detector need not be expensive, unless 
you're moderately anal-retentive and like to collect old 
coins (Old coins may in fact help pay for the equip- 
ment!). Radio Shack's #60-3003 at $19.95 or #63-3001 
at $39.95 should be adequate. I bought my $ 100 model 
for thirty dollars at a pawn shop which guaranteed my 
money back if it didn't work. Detectors are often 
available at rock shops and coin shops. Buy one and 
use it! Fancy features are unnecessary since the metal 
you will be seeking will be on the surface of the earth. 
If you work in a swampy area where most trapping is 
done in shallow water or near the shore, Radio Shack's 
#63-3003 at $89.95 has a waterproof search coil and 
will be very effective. One feature is essential... an 
earphone. The detectors "bleep" when they find metal 
above or below the sensing coil, and you won't want to 
"bleep" on a mission like this. Get a roll of camouflage 
duct-tape and olive drab paint and make the instru- 
ment appear invisible. There is no one who look quite 
as dorky as some Bozo sweeping the ground with a 
metal detector! 

As for a sidearm, a .22 caliber revolver will do. 1 
realize many people are uncomfortable around guns, 
but in America they attract less attention than metal 
detectors. If you are going to own a firearm, then a 
trapline is the time and place for it. There are firearms 
training courses specifically for self-defense, but the 
cost of a one day training session can equal the price of 
a handgun alone. Since men have regularly been 
requisitioned to become paid assassins for the state, 
perhaps you could ask around for a veteran to assist 
you and instruct you. Certainly someone will sym- 
pathize and volunteer to help. 

The logistics of running a trapline are somewhat 
complex. The major difficulty is finding the trapline, 
since every trapper's special area is quite sacred to him 
and he keeps it a well-guarded secret. The first clue is 
that trappers always begin by a road that is reasonably 
accessible, even with snow on the ground. The days of 
trappers hiking fifty mile traplines are over, only the 
slobs remain. There is almost always a stream, pond or 
lake nearby, since these areas produce the highest 
yields for the trapper. He will exploit tiny animal trails 
that weave in and out of the bmsh near the water in 
setting his traps and snares. Other favored sets are by 
culverts and inside road drainage pipes. Often the big 


giveaway is the presence of bait. A carcass staked to the 
ground is intended to attract wolves, coyote and cou- 
gar. Bits of cut-up fur, fish, rabbit, muskrat or entrails 
are an invitation to foxes, racoons and the weasel 
family. Feathers suspended from a tree branch lure 
foxes and wildcats. Nearby you will find traps carefully 
camouflaged in shallow depressions. The key to suc- 
cess lies in surveillance and perseverance. By law, 
trappers must check their traps at least every 48 hours 
for humane reasons. Not that they do, but eventually 
they will return. If you hike, bike or drive a particular 
back-country road quite often, begin to take mental 
notes of any recurring visitors to a specific area. Get 
dates, times, vehicle descriptions, license numbers and 
profiles of people you observe to correlate with other 
observations. Lists of licensed trappers are also avail- 
able from many state Fish and Game offices. 

Once a line has been found, things get pretty 
tense. As a staunch advocate of working alone, here I 
find an exception. If you have a trusted colleague or 
two, one of you should keep some discreet distance 
parallel to the trap-removal worker simply to stand 
watch. This ultimately will reduce the chance of 
homicide, because a trapper, I feel, is capable of just 
about anything. Your colleague/s could also be of great 
aid to you if a larger carnivore like a wolf is to be 
released. Otherwise, simply yank the traps out of the 
ground stake and all. If the stake doesn't budge, the 
boltcutters will come in handy. Once the traps are 
collected, transport them to some secure, neutral ter- 
ritory and destroy them one by one with a sledgeham- 
mer. Depending upon how thorough or obsessive you 
are, you may be wise to bury them or drop them down 
an old mine shaft or well. 

Ecodefense, published by Ned Ludd Books, has 
several excellent chapters dealing with trapping. In- 
cluded are plans for an effective animal restraining 
noose. Read it, study it, and construct it! However, 
should you ever encounter a trapped cougar, wolver- 
ine or bear, all your best preparations are for naught. 
Extreme injury or death may be the consequence of 
attempting to restrain these species. There is only one 
awkward solution to this problem I am aware of, and 
it involves the destruction of the trap's retaining rings 
with i high-powered rifle. Armor-piercing bullets are 
commonly available at gun shows for .30. 06, .308, 
.303 British, 8mm Mauser and a number of other old 
military calibers and are perfect for the job. Find an 
aiming angle likely to be least injurious to the ensnared 
mammal and fire slightly high at the retaining spring 
to allow for the parallax of the rifle's open sights or 
scope. Repeat from another angle to destroy the other 
spring. The entrapped animal's leg will be sharply 
jarred or possibly even fractured by the impacts, but 
once both springs have been rendered useless, the trap 
will open on its own. This solution is far from ideal but 
has worked at least once on a bear trap. 

This then is your pre-season primer. Generally 
trapping season begins late autumn. There is nothing 
quite as satisfying as watching a freed animal disappear 
into its environment again! 

You have a number of assignments: Visit your 
local library and read everything they carry on trap- 
ping. One particularly fine book is Animal Traps and 
Trapping, byjames A. Bateman, which discusses virtu- 
ally every trap ever invented by sapient man. Find or 
buy a copy of Ecodefense and read and reread the chap- 
ters on trapping and securin’. Procure a metal detector 
and collect the other items listed above. Also go to 
Radio Shack and purchase "Getting Started in Elec- 
tronics," #276-5003, for a paltry $2.49. Read it, even if 
you were a music, pottery or drama major! Read it until 
you understand the basics. Within a year, all this crap 
I’m throwing at you will begin to make sense and will 
revolutionize your ability to contribute to the welfare 
of planet Earth in safety and security. 

One final note for the philosophical purists 
among you: the leghold trap was originally invented 
to capture poachers during the Middle Ages. The result 
of medieval humanism, no doubt, this device pro- 
tected the Feudal Lord's supply of wild game from 
overhunting. My, how times have changed! 
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direct action for technology. 

cars. Instead, the sacrifices Bush and Sununu want us 
to make for big oil and big energy are the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge and our coastal ecologies. 
They want us to send more of our income directly to 
Big Oil by reinstating the oil depletion allowance. 
They want us to sacrifice precious land and scarce 
water to a polluting synthetic fuels industry. They 
want us to sacrifice our very bodies by submitting to 
radioactive and toxic emissions from nuclear plants 
and waste incinerators. Finally, the White House 
energy policy mandates an interventionist foreign 
policy. We know the price we are paying for that. 

Why is the government pursuing its insane, 
seemingly suicidal energy policy? I believe it is a policy 
of energy brinksmanship. By delaying conservation 
and solar power options, they are trying to make the 
nuclear option inevitable. They will give us the choice 
of freezing in the dark or swallowing nuclear waste and 
they are confident that we are such hopeless energy 
addicts that we'll choose their way. But we know about 
addiction. Remember what Ron and Nancy told us? 
They told us to just say NO! 

If we as a species have a future, it is a solar future. 
The solar future will not, however, be just like today 
only quieter and cleaner. 

Solar energy is renewable but not free. If we were 
plants we could just spread out our leaves and collect 
as much as we needed, but we aren't plants. We can 
build photovoltaic solar panels, which convert sun- 
light to electricity at about 15% efficiency but at some 
cost. Solar panels are made of silica doped with 
poisonous chemicals like gallium arsenide. Crystals 
are grown from the silica by heating it to molten 
through electric induction heating in a vacuum 
chamber. Then the crystals are sawed into wafers to 
make the panels. The industry estimates that the 
finished panel will yield the amount of energy it took 
to fabricate it after about 5 years of use. Panels last 
maybe 20 years. So far there are no manufacturers who 
use solar generated electricity to make panels, so we are 
investing some of our fossil fuels capital in solar 
technology. And we’ll need to invest an unknown 
amount of energy in cleaning up pollution from the 
manufacturing process. The net energy is the energy 
yield of a technology minus the energy invested in 
recovering it. To have a chance of developing a 
renewable solar economy, we would need to use much 
of the remaining fossil fuel to create a solar infrastruc- 
ture, fuel we are now squandering in the Persian Gulf. 

Besides photovoltaics, other potentially sustain- 
able solar technologies include solar heating and 
cooling, wind and small hydro, solar produced hy- 
drogen and biofuels. I say potentially sustainable, 
because if they are not implemented correctly, they 
can be ecologically disastrous too. 

For example, it has been proposed to make fuels 
out of crop residues or to grow crops for fuel on 
agriculturally marginal land. Crop residues usually 
need to be returned to the land to provide nutrients. 
The alternative is to use artificial fertilizer at a greater 
energy cost than the residues would yield. Marginal 
land is wildlife habitat and usually steep and erosion 
prone and should not be cultivated. That doesn't 
mean there are no possibilities for biofuels. Human 
and animal sewage can be digested to make methane 
gas. The byproduct is an excellent fertilizer. About 
80% of US grain production is now fed to livestock. If 
we gave up eating meat, we could make more than 
enough alcohol fuel to keep us driving around. On the 
other hand, there are a lot of starving people in the 
world who would also like that grain. 

Solar energy can generate some net concentrated 
energy in the form of food, fibre and electricity, but the 
amount per area is small because most of the solar 
energy is consumed by the various structures that have 
to be maintained and operated to collect and con- 
centrate the energy. 

Luckily, there are many ways to cut our energy 
consumption. Amory Lovins of the Rocky Mountain 
Institute maintains that the US can cut its energy use 
to 1/4 of its current consumption. Vastly more effi- 
cient light bulbs, cars and electric motors are where the 
big savings can be had, but as Lovins says, "saving 
electricity is like eating a lobster: if you extract only the 
large chunks of meat from the tail and claws and throw 
away the rest, you will miss a comparable amount of 
tasty morsels tucked in the crevices." Electricity, like 
lobster, is a luxury. If we carefully redesign our engi- 
neered industrial systems to live on our solar income, 
we'll be able to afford some. And if we have less energy, 
perhaps we’ll value It more. But there is no room in this 
energy equation for growth. Especially population 
growth. There is no slack in this scheme. 

John Holdrun, head of the energy and resources 
program at UC Berkeley says that, "As hard as con- 
trolling population growth may be, it is likely to be 
easier than providing increasing numbers of people 
with energy. Supplying 5.3 billion people in 1990 with 
an average of 2.6 kW per capita, is severely straining 
the planet’s technological, managerial and environ- 
mental resources, and crucial human needs are going 
unmet. Supposing optimistically that tremendous 
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progress in energy efficiency makes it possible to 
provide an acceptable standard of living at an average 
of 3 kW per person (that's half the figure for W. 
Germany today). Then 14 billion people would use 
three times today's energy. Without a major effort to 
limit its growth, population will probably stabilize at 
around 14 billion.” 

We can't do it. We can't provide the world's 
population with the current first world standard of 
living with alternative technology. We can't even do 
it today with fossil fuel technology. Nor can we even 
continue to keep the first world living in the style to 
which it has become accustomed. We are living in a 
fairy land! You know the stories where a mortal is 
abducted to fairyland. There he becomes so addicted 
to fairy food and drink and music, that he cannot 
leave. Centuries go by in the real world. When the 
fairies finally boot him out, everything he once loved 
is dead and gone. 


POPULATION 


Well, how do we get out of fairyland before it's too 
late? Changing the way we live means pulling a U-turn 
on energy consumption and population growth. 
These are very hard concepts for humans to accept. 
Especially the idea of population reduction. Earth 
Firstlers have taken a lot of criticism for our uncom- 
promising stand on overpopulation . Most often we are 
accused of being Malthusians. Well I'll say it now, 
Malthus was right. About some things. He was also 
wrong about a lot of things 

Malthus' theory goes like this: population in- 
creases geometrically while food supply increases only 



arithmetically. Since food supply will never keep up 
with demand, when populations exceed this carrying 
capacity, starvation will occur. Darwin's theory of 
natural selection was based in part on Malthus' ideas. 
Animals have tremendous reproductive capacity, far 
in excess of what is needed for mere replacement. 
More animals are bom than survive, and it is this 
excess that allows natural selection to take place. 
Humanists reject Malthus because they see that tech- 
nology can actually increase food supply at a higher 
than arithmetic rate. It's true, food production rates 
have been characterized by gains due to new tech- 
nology; phenomenal ones in the past century; yet they 
are soon eaten up by growing populations. Malthus 
was correct in seeing that there are limits to population 
growth. 

Malthus was somewhat of an ecological visionary, 
but he was a social reactionary. Tie was against birth 
control as well as relief for the poor. Opposition to 
birth control is yet another pathology of civilization. 
Only civilized people and people colonized by civi- 
lized people threaten the biosphere with overpopula- 
tion. Primal people and wild animals keep their 
numbers within the limits of their ecosystems. 

Contrary to Malthus' starvation theory, popula- 
tion self regulation mechanisms are found throughout 
nature. A species which constantly exhausted its food 
supply to the point where all members were weakened 
by starvation, would quickly be eliminated by preda- 
tors. All animal populations which have been the 
subject of observation have been found to suffer pe- 
riodic declines in numbers which are not the result of 
starvation. The fluctuating populations of snowshoe 
hares are a classic study in ecology. When snowshoe 
hare populations crash, it is not because their food 
supply is depleted or because predation is taking its 
toll. Rather, cyclical fluctuations occur because fewer 


young are bom and of those bom, fewer survive to 
adulthood. Feeling crowded? Eat your young. That's 
nature's way. 

Let me give you a human example. The Tapirape 
of central Brazil value small families. They believe that 
a woman should not have more than three living 
children. When excess births occur, the infants are 
immediately buried in the ground. The Tapirape say 
they do this because they "do not want thin children." 
They say it is difficult for a father to supply a large 
family with meat through hunting. Though there is 
plenty of manioc root to feed a growing population, 
when Tapirape say "I am hungry" they mean "I am 
hungry for meat." They choose to live within the 
bounds of their environment so that they can have the 
quality of life they value. 

Anthropological studies are showing that most 
primal gatherer hunter people needed to work only a 
few hours a day to provide themselves with a healthful, 
high protein diet. Life expectancy, once past child- 
hood, ranged from middle aged to quite old. Cer- 
emonial and artistic pursuits filled the abundant lei- 
sure hours. I think that what a lot of us are discovering 
now is that compared to our present miserable urban 
lives as wage slaves, the life of primal people and even 
animals looks very good to us. Life "nasty, brutish and 
short" seems more applicable to the crime-filled con- 
crete jungles than the tropical rainforest. The gatherer 
hunter way of life was only possible, however, if 
population density remained within the limits of the 
ecosystem to provide. 

According to anthropologist Marvin Harris, the 
most widely used method of population control dur- 
ing much of human history was probably some form of 
female infanticide. Limiting the number of females for 
obvious reason, would control population more ef- 
fectively than limiting males. Many peoples also used 
prolonged nursing and sexual taboos to delay concep- 
tion. Poisonous herbal abortifacients were sometimes 
used, but abortion was often done by purely me- 
chanical techniques. Tight bands around the stom- 
ach, blows to the abdomen and jumping up and down 
on a plank placed across the woman's belly until blood 
spurts out of the vagina. The attempt to terminate 
pregnancy often terminated the life of the pregnant 
woman. Infanticide was the less dangerous option. 

We who are civilized look upon these practices 
with horror. But it is interesting to compare the 
morality of a gatherer hunter woman faced with the 
need to destroy her infant and the morality of the 
modern anti-choice fundamentalist busy breeding 
new souls for her god. The "primitive" woman is the 
one who has my respect. She is doing her part to 
preserve all the forms of life in her environment. The 
modern, fundamentalist woman is doing her part to 
hasten Armageddon and the destruction of all life. 

Yet I can see how we got from there to here. 
Certainly the trauma and stress caused by primitive 
population control must have been impetus for the 
development of agriculture and other technologies 
that expanded food production. Agriculture and 
technology in turn made civilization and modern 
morality possible. This is the real meaning of popu- 
lation pressure. Humans were driven to develop ag- 
riculture and technology because of their humanist 
sensibilities, not because they were starving but be- 
cause they wanted all their babies to live. But having 
all your babies live is not a natural process. What is 
natural is having enough of your babies live to per- 
petuate your species within the limits of your envi- 
ronment. 

We have already surpassed our limits. Our num- 
bers are tearing down the biological support systems of 
the planet. The good news, though, is that we now 
have humane forms of birth cpntrol, not death con- 
trol, but birth control available to us. Safe, surgical 
sterilization, effective barrier methods and increas- 
ingly safer hormonal methods. Perhaps the whole 
reason for humanity's long dalliance with technology 
has been so that we could develop the capability of 
non-stressful population control. Now that we have it, 
let's use it! 

I think I’ve made my point about the urgency of 
birth control, but it's important to remember that it's 
not purely a numbers game. Anne and Paul Ehrlich say 
that "Even a world population of 2 billion people, less 
than half of the size of today's, could easily pop 
enough rivets to destroy civilization if everyone tried 
to live like Americans. " The Ehrlichs have an equation 
that attempts to balance the effects of population and 
consumption. It's simple: Impact = Population x 
Consumption. Since the average American consumes 
531 times what a typical Ethiopian consumes, its clear 
that any population control efforts should start here. 

What is an optimum population and technology 
level? That is a very hard question to answer, but that 
doesn’t mean we shouldn't ask it. As sin exercise, I like 
to ask people to make a list of what they would keep 
from our high tech society. For me at least, this list is 
much shorter than the list of what I would reject. My 

continued next page 




list includes telephones but not television. Buses and 
trains but no private cars. Birth control, of course. And 
no petrochemicals or fossil fuels. I want to see a 
population small enough that there are huge expanses 
of wilderness. I like Paul Shepard's concept. Let people 
live in towns along the coasts, since that's where they 
mostly seem to like to live anyway. Limit the popula- 
tion to that which can be supported by regional, 
organic agriculture. Then leave the interiors of conti- 
nents as wilderness. Humans who wanted to live as 
gatherer hunters would be free to live in the wilderness 
too. There would be no need to extract mineral 
resources from the interior since there are already 
enough of these materials in our dumps and cities. 
Mine the landfills of Chicago, compost the rest and 
turn it back to wilderness! 


ACTION 

Well I'm sure you are all getting tired of the theory 
part of my talk here and want to know what kind of 
action we can take to solve some of these problems. 
Direct action for appropriate technology is somewhat 
problematic. We could protest in front of oil compa- 
nies and demand that they go out of business. We 
could protest against nukes, we've done that. We 
could protest against the war for oil, we’re doing that. 
One thing we could do more of is educating people 
about energy conservation and population growth. 
There is an astounding level of ignorance about 
technological and ecological realities. People want to 
believe experts with easy answers. If you don't have a 
techno fix — get outta herel We must convince 
humanity that they ignore the 2nd Law of Thermo- 
dynamics at their own peril! 

Direct action for appropriate technology has to 


start with challenging the idea of growth and espe- 
cially the incursion into wilderness and wildlife habi- 
tat. Protect ancient forests. Civilization and defores- 
tation have always gone hand in hand. Wood was the 
oil of the pre-industrial world. Londoners complained 
bitterly when wood shortages forced them to burn coal 
which blackened the city. Defending forests is funda- 
mental. 

It's important to stand up for population control. 
20 years ago, activists were not afraid to speak up. 
Here's what Martin Luther King had to say: "We spend 
billions to create engines and strategies for war, but we 
spend only paltry sums for population planning, even 
though its spontaneous growth is an urgent threat to 
life on our planet.” 

Since the religious right has been on the offensive 
in this country, it seems progressives have been afraid 
to touch the issue of population growth. Somehow the 
notion has gotten out that population control is geno- 
cide. What isn't being discussed is the urgent reality 
that uncontrolled population growth is ecocide. The 
world needs a rational, fair population policy, and I've 
got one: a Ten Year, Voluntary Moratorium on Human 
Reproduction. Look what we could accomplish with a 
decade of reproductive restraint: 

1) If we started now, instead of growing from 5.3 
billion to 6.3 billion by the year 2000, we could reduce 
population to 4.7 billion, just above what it was in 
1980. We'd be able to house the homeless, feed the 
hungry and employ the jobless. 

2) In that ten years, we would change our attitudes 
toward children. All children would become precious 
beings and those who are unwanted and neglected 
today would be sought out by adults with love and 
attention to give. 

3) We'd change our attitudes toward reproduc- 
tion. Many people would realize that they only 
wanted children because of social pressures. Those 
who truly wanted children would have the ten years to 
think about it and get ready to give a child their 
absolute best. 

The real reason for promoting the 1 0 Year Morato- 
rium is to do something to counteract our culture’s 
rampant pro-natalism and to illustrate the direness of 
our situation. 

Actually there's another population campaign 
that makes the Ten-Year Moratorium look mild. It's 
called the Voluntary Human Extinction Movement. 
Its founders view it as a very positive campaign, they 
say that "Once we accept that humans are hopeless as 
a species, there is renewed hope for the survival of the 
planet as a life form." 

Here's another really great campaign: a mass 
vasectomy action. Say a group of you politically 
correct, feminist men decide its time to take all the 
muss and fuss out of your sex life. Don't get snipped 
alone! Go to the clinic as a group and hold a press 
conference to let the world know why you did it. 

Let's talk about the other part of the environ- 
mental impact equation, consumption. A few years 
ago, Earth First! Women's Action Group had a No 
Shopping As Usual campaign at Christmas time. We 
did demos at shopping malls to tell people their shop- 
ping was wiping out the planet. One group even staged 
a puke-in at a mall. Their signs said "The World Is 


Dying While You're Out Shopping" and "Shopping 
Makes Me Sick." Well that's a bit gross and didn't make 
them many friends, but you might try something like 
setting up a booth for shopaholics at your local mall 
and handing out a twelve-step program for consumer 
addicts. I thought of that as ldnd of a joke, but when 
I told the Yuppie women in my aerobics class about it 
one day, they responded very sincerely and wanted to 
sign up for the program. These women truly felt they 
needed to be cured of consumeritis. 

Here’s another really fun thing you can do — it’s 
modem day Luddism, where we directly attack the 
high tech consumer gadgets that are destroying our 
planet. Have a TV smashing! It's become a spring 
tradition at UC Berkeley, and it would be great to see it 
happen on campuses nationwide. All you do is gather 
up a bunch of TV's, start with the one in your living 
room, but you can get more at second hand stores and 
garbage dumps. Take them all to a public place and go 
after them with sledgehammers. And while you're at 
it, do in some other energy wasting, frivilous appli- 
ances. They're everywhere: hair dryers, electric pencil 
sharpeners, microwave ovens, electric blankets, elec- 
tric nail polish dryers! My favorite are those phallic- 
looking electric curling irons. Throw 'em in a pile, 
smash 'em to smithereens! 

After your appliance smashing, then it's time to 
take the campaign directly to the corporations re- 
sponsible for manufacturing and advertising this stuff: 
The pushers. Go to your local CFC manufacturer, oil 
refinery or useless electronic gadget factory and de- 
mand that they either shut down or start making 
ecologically sound products. Demand Earth Jobs First! 
for workers. People who work for wages should have 
the right to do work that does not kill the earth. 

Wherever you can, take your issues directly to the 
corporate sources of the problem.. Most of the time 
government agencies function merely as the public 
whipping boys of our shadow, corporate government. 
If you have a problem with the Forest Service, don't 
forget that G-P and Weyerhauser are behind it. If 
you're fighting a development, don't just fight the city’ 
council, go after the development corporation and the 
bank that funds it! Following Redwood Summer, we 
initiated Corporate Fall. Corporate Fall took demon- 
strations to the homes of top timber execs on the North 
Coast, occupying their front lawns and even their hot 
tubs. These rich men who control our world think they 
have isolated themselves. They think they are safe. 
Well they are not safe from the drought, from the 
greenhouse effect, from ozone depletion, from nuclear 
radiation, and they are not safe from us! 

I'd like to close with one final thought. So you 
want to save the planet. You know about the 50 simple 
things, and you're doing them. Then there's the 10 
difficult things like giving up your car, not having 
children, never buying another piece of plastic again... 
You're working on those. And there's the dozen or so 
fun things I just told you about. But there's one more 
thing, the one imperative thing.' We must learn to live 
wild, in harmony with the planet's rhythms and cycles 
just as the untamed creatures of nature. Because we 
have come to the realization that if we don't do this, we 
will die. Live Wild! 
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Nagara Gawa Day 


April 29, 1991 is Nagara River (and deteriorate in quality) in what 
Day. Events will go on all day. will become Japan's second largest 
Demonstrate in your own creative reservoir. 

style, but whatever you do, plan to • In petition drives, independent 
assemble near the damsite at 2pm polls, and numerous demonstra- 
tor a mass action. We are expecting tions, local residents have ex- 
10,000 plus. pressed opposition to the dam and 

From 10am to 4pm there will demanded either outright aban- 
be music and performances on the doning of the project or a freeze on 
stage at the event ground on the construction while a thorough and 
Kuwana side of the Ibi River below public environmental and engi- 
the Ise Ohashi Bridge, and a bazaar neering assessment is carried out. 
and food and drinks available. The The Ministry of Construction has 
best place to camp is the pine grove totally refused, 
on the dike between the Kiso and • Japanese citizens, from Hokkaido 
Nagara Rivers. to Kyushu, concerned about Japan's 

Help Stop The Nagara River fast-disappearing natural legacy, 
Estuary Dam have seized on the Nagara River as 

Save Japan's last undammed an important symbol and gathered 
river! in teach-in symposia around the 

• Of Japan's 109 major rivers, the country and in colorful mass dem- 

Nagara is the last undammed main onstrations both on the Nagara and 
stream. in Tokyo, making the Nagara River 

• The Nagara River supports Japan's Dam a household word nation- 

richest and healthiest fresh water wide. 

ecosystem, with 36 species of fish, • The Nagara Dam is the best- 

numerous varieties of shellfish, and known and most blatant example 

abundant bird and animal life. of the kind of big-money policies, 

• The satsuki-masu is a unique unnecessary development, and ir- 

warm -water salmon that breeds responsible environmental destruc- 

only in the Nagara River. The dam tion that the Ministry of Construc- 

will mean its extinction. tion is involved in throughout Ja- 

• Japan's largest population of pan and trying to export to the 

natural (non-hatchery) ayu developing world. 

( Plecglossus altivelis altivelis ) fish • If the Nagara River Estuary Dam is 
breeds in the Nagara, and is seri- completed it will not only be a ma- 
ously threatened by the dam. jor, irreversible environmental di- 

• Commercially important Yamato saster, but also a failure of democ- 


Attention 
Nissan Owners! 

By owning a Nissan you are in 
a special position to help save the 
world's rainforests! Nissan is a 
member of the Marubeni Corpora- 
tion group of companies which is 
the largest importer of logs from 
Sarawak, Malaysia, the home of the 
Penan and other forest tribes. 
Marubeni is also the largest im- 
porter of tropical timber in the 
world — 1,058,000 m3 in 1989! By 
sending a letter you can pressure 
Nissan and Marubeni to cease their 
involvement in rainforest destruc- 
tion. 

Marubeni has been involved in 
the illegal clearfelling of tropical 
mangroves in Indonesia, which has 
recently incurred the temporary 
suspension of their logging license 
by the Indonesian government. 
This logging is destroying the most 
pristine area of mangroves left in 
Asia to produce computer paper for 
the Japanese market. This area is 
the habitat of 45 protected animals. 
The traditional landowners, the 
Iraratu tribe, are losing their home 
and livelihood and in many cases 
they have received no compensa- 
tion at all for the use of their land by 
the logging companies. 

Marubeni is also logging the last 
remaining temperate rainforests in 
Chile. In Malaysia, Marubeni is 
producing the lethal and highly 
unstable defoliant, 2,4-D, which 
breaks down into Dioxin, the most 
poisonous substance known. 

Write to Yataka Kume and tell 
him you will not buy any of his 
products until he ends his involve- 
ment in Rainforest destruction. 
Yataka Kume, pres. Nissan Motor 
Co. Ltd., 17-1, Ginza 6-Chome, 
Chuo-Ku, Tokyol04-23, Japan. 
Japanese companies and their affili- 
ates who are heavily involved in 


rainforest destruction: 

Marubeni and affiliated Companies 
Nissan Cars and Trucks 
Canon Office Machines & Cameras 
Hitachi 

Mitsubishi Corporation and affiliated 
Companies: Mitsubishi Cars and 
Trucks, Mitsubishi Electric and elec- 
tronic products 

Nissan Corporation cameras and 
related goods 

Nissholwai Corporation and affiliated 
Companies 

Sharp Corporation, Electronics 
Daihatsu Cars and Trucks 

C. Itoh and affiliated Companies 
Shiseido Cosmetics 
Pentax Lenses 

Fujitso Computers & Fax machines 
Fuji Electric products 
Isuzu Utes, Van and Trucks 

Sumitomo Forestry Co. Ltd. and affili- 
ated Companies 

NEC Corporation, Electronics 
Mazda 

Please do not buy any 
rainforest timbers such as meranti, 
merbau, ramin, teak, Phillipine 
mahogany or any products from 
the above companies until they 
cease their involvement in 
Rainforest logging. 

Mustafa Tolbe, Director Gen- 
eral of the United Nations Environ- 
ment Program has stated, "Unless 
we change course we face, by the 
turn of the century, an environ- 
mental catastrophe as complete 
and irreversible as any nuclear holo- 
caust." 

— Melbourne Rainforest Action 
Group 


shijimi , shellfish used in miso soup, 
are already being devastated by dam 
construction. 

• The plan for the dam is thirty 
years out of date. 

• There has never been a environ- 
mental impact assessment. 

• The Ministry of Construction has 
consistently refused to make public 
the survey data on which they claim 
the dam's plan is based. 

• Three former Environmental 
Agency directors have spoken out 
strongly against the dam. The last 
director, Kitahgawa Ishimatsu, lost 
his job in the cabinet because of his 
courageous opposition to the dam. 

• Forty members of the Diet, from 
across party lines, are strongly op- 
posed to the dam. 

• The Big Four major Japanese daily 
newspapers have all editorialized 
against the dam. 

• All major concerned academic 
associations and Japanese nature 
conservation groups are totally op- 
posed to the dam. 

• Although the dam is ostensibly 
being built for flood control, inde- 
pendent river management experts 
agree that the dam will actually in- 
crease flood danger by 
bottlenecking the river near its 
mouth, putting more pressure on 
the already extremely high sur- 
rounding dikes. 

• Even local officials who support 
the dam admit that no one needs or 
wants the water that will be stored 


racy and citizen power in Japan. 
The broad-based, truly grassroots 
movement to stop the dam is 
growing daily, but the dam is now 
under construction and time is run- 
ning out !! 

— JAPAN ENVIRONMENT MONI- 
TOR 

The Roof of Europe 

The countryside without water is not 
real countryside. It is only fossilized 
scenery, eyes without light. This won- 
drous miracle that sets everything in 
motion is water ! 

— Miroslav Mortis 

We are the roof of Europe. 
Water, which falls down to this roof, 
fills our water sources or flows away. 
This is the only water we can use. 
Water is flowing away more quickly 
with the straightening of our rivers 
and with the decreasing of our for- 
ests. 

The forest with its soil is a gi- 
gantic reservoir that we are not able 
to replace with expensively built 
water storage facilities. This reser- 
voir slows drainage into the slow 
moving one below. Exact figures 
are not important, but anybody can 
see that an entire lack of water in 
our rivers is connected with the 
decrease of the storage ability of the 
forests by thoughtless production. 
— Forest Protection Group, 

VLK Presov, Czechoslovakia 
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1991 Round River Rendezvous: 
Green Mountains, Vermont 


Greetings from the RRR '91 Committee. The 
planning for this year's gala event is going along 
pretty smoothly. We'll have kegs of Catamount 
and Long Trail, and the Port-a-potties are taken 
care of, so we can all rest easy. 

The date that we have picked is August 5-12 — 
when things are relatively dry and after the black 
fly season (a very key detail). Come prepared 
anyway. Black flies don't bite; they suck. 

The site will be in the Robb Ford Area of 
Green Mountain National Forest outside of 
Granville, Vermont. It is accessible from The 
Long Trail via Clark Brook Trail to Forest Service 
Road 55 . A rough map will be printed in the next 
Earth First! journal. For a more detailed map send 
$20 (or what you can) to POB 653, Greenfield, 
MA 01302. 

All cans, bottles, milk jugs, tin and aluminum 
will be recycled. 

WORKSHOPS 

I am currently in the throes of inviting people 
to lead workshops. So far I have invited Todd 
Nachowitz, Marc Chenier and Suzanne Games 
Bay); Cindy Hill and Jasper Carlton (legal shit); 
Jim O'Connor and Buck Young (spirituality and 
paganism); Jeff Elliot (PAW and the PAW pro- 
posal); Anne Stewart (writing grants); Jeff 


The Cabinet Mountains Wilderness of North- 
west Montana is set aside by Congress as protected 
public land under the Wilderness Act. However, 
mining industry geologists estimate $9 billion 
worth of silver/copper ore lie beneath the peaks. 

Two mining industry conglomerates, ASARCO 
and Noranda, with indisputable records of habitat 
destruction, wildlife endangerment, air, water 
and visual contamination, labor exploitation, 
community impoverishment and windfall prof- 
its, have hatched plans to excavate the ore body 
beneath the wilderness. 

Collectively, the mining companies will re- 
move 30,000 tons of wilderness every day for up to 
30 years. The ASARCO and Noranda mining 
claims in the Cabinet Mountains Wilderness have 
been approved by the US Forest Service. 


Debonis (AFSEEE and the FS); David Orton (pes- 
ticides); The Save America's Forests crew (NFPA); 
Andrew (mapping); Jamie Sayen (Northern For- 
ests). 

As you can see the list is somewhat lacking in 
a few key areas, namely women doing work- 
shops, western-based workshops and whatever 
else you notice. If you have suggestions as to 
more workshop ideas and people to run them 
please let me know ASAP! Anne E. Peterman, 
PO Box 174, Burlington, VT 05402-0174, (802) 
860-6053 

RIDES 

Humpfrog is acting as ride coordinator for 
the West. Please let him know what you are 
doing ASAP, especially if you have a ride to offer. 
He won't get back to you until he's back West the 
first of June, but he would appreciate early corre- 
spondence. Anyone willing to coordinate rides 
in the Midwest should get in touch with him. 
Humpfrog, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 
91617. 

Other ride coordinators will be announced 
later. 

Remember it is your responsibility to get in 
touch with the ride coordinators and find your- 
self a ride. Do it early. 


A new video, SHAME ON MONTANA, takes a 
grassroots look at the mining and airs views of 
local citizens and groups, including labor and 
conservation. Graphic close-ups of horrendous 
mining devastation in Montana are interspersed 
with breathtaking flyovers of the Cabinets. 

SHAME ON MONTANA is a proactive work of 
advocacy for the wild and presents strong opposi- 
tion to irresponsible mineral extraction. The 21 
minute video is innovative and moving. Broad- 
cast quality VHS videocassettes are available at 
cost for $12.00 each from: World Wide Film 
Expedition, Box 7391, Missoula, MT 59807. 
Several copies of the video are also available free 
on loan. Please request video loans from the 
nonprofit World Wide Film Expedition. 



cobblestone tiger beetle 

(Vermont's first officially protected insect ) 


First Annual 
Black Swamp Rondy 

The rendezvous will be held in the Buckeye 
Basin, an area of marshes, forests and wetlands in 
Toledo, Ohio. The Buckeye Basin is a rare rem- 
nant of the Great Black Swamp which covered 
much of what is now northwestern Ohio. 
Buckeye Basin is even more unusual because it is 
located five minutes from downtown Toledo. 
The psuedo-pristine wilderness areas in the basin 
contain a diversity of wildlife including deer, 
hawks, a blue-spotted salamander hybrid (en- 
dangered), snails, snakes, groundhogs, and many 
other flora and fauna. 

The city of Toledo, Ohio Dept of Transpor- 
tation, and several developers have their greedy 
eyes on the basin. Their evil plan is to build a 
four-lane highway through it. They claim that 
some minor dumping near the edges of some of 
the marshes has made the whole basin worthless 
for wildlife. The reality is that it is a jewel in a 
concrete jungle, and cannot be appreciated by 
driving by on a street. 

During the rendezvous there will be pro- 
tests, a workshop, cleanups, and opportunities 
for direct action. What to bring: standard light 
camping gear (prepare tor rain;, lull water con- 
tainers (there is no water available), and food. Of 
course we ask that no illegal substances be 
brought. Bring canoes if you have them. For the 
protest bring posterboard, markers, and animal 
costumes. Bring a camera to record any dumping, 
conflicts, etc. 

For site information call Greg or Diana at 
(419) 475-8890 and leave a message. 
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Northwest Regional Rendezvous 

When: June 26 — July 1 in the Siskiyou 
Mountains on the Oregon/Califomia border 
Directions: From Grants Pass, OR or Crescent 
City, CA, take Hwy. 199 to Cave Junction, OR. 

About 1/2 mile South of Cave Junction, Or, take 
Rockydale Rd. (Rd. 5560) east until it ends at 
Waldo Rd. (Rd. 48). Go left about 1/4 mile to stop 
sign. This is "Takilma 4 corners". Continue on 
Rd. 48 towards Happy Camp, CA, for 15.6 miles. 

Turn right on Forest Service 18N30 which is 
marked with a sign saying "Kelly Lake." Turn 
right on FS 18N33 (see map) and proceed to Poker 
Flat. 

The site is a meadow at about 5000 ft. el- 
evation adjacent to the Siskiyou Wilderness. 

Rain and even snow are possible. There will 
probably be water on site, but a filter is recom- 
mended. Bet you last minute food supplies at 
Hammer's Market in Cave Junction. Be prepared 
for wilderness camping. 

Workshops scheduled to date: Semipermanent 
ecological cooperative housing, Natural History 
of Siskiyou/Klamath Bioregion, Monitoring and 
appealing timber sales, Visions of Ecotopia, EF! 

Journal, Forest Service New Perspectives roadless 
area invasion, Endangered Species Act, 
Homebrewing for fun and biodiversity. 

— ForTnore information, wale to Southern" 

/> Jamette EF!, PO Box 10384, Eugene OR 97440. 

I Call (503) 343-7305. See you in the Siskiyous! 




Greater Adirondacks 
Bioregional EF! 
Gathering 

MAY 10-12, Horseshoe Lake, Adirondack 
Mountains. Contact Anne Peterman at PO Box 
174, Burlington, VT 05402-01 74, (802)860-6053 


Shame On Montana: Mining Video Available 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

POPULATION MATTERS 

by Julian Simon, Transaction Publishers, New Brunswick, NJ 

a hole. The hole may be used as a 
Reviewed By Bill McCormick storage place for oil or other fluids, 

or for some as-yet-unknown pur- 

I just finished Julian Simon's pose- 
new book on the many positive Human activities tend to ;n- 

effects of unrestrained population crease the order and decrease the 
growth, almost 600 pages of it, and randomness of nature. One can see 
I feel numb. Not because Simon horn the air if one looks for 

raises any new or important argu- signs of human habitation. Where 
ments — as we will see in a minute — there are people there will be 


but because ten years ago this book 
would have received the dismissal it 
so richly deserves. Today, however, 
at least in some circles, Simon is 
seen as an innovative and impor- 
tant thinker on population matters. 
In recent years a variety of periodi- 
cals have published articles about 
Simon, including the Whole Earth 
Review, Discovery, New York Times, 
Magazine, the Progressive and oth- 
ers. 

It's not that Julian Simon 
doesn't have the right to be heard; 
of course he does. What I find most 
dismaying is how he skillfully 
paints himself as the underdog, 
valiantly and almost single- 
handedly doing battle with the 
ever-odious, anti-life "Population 
Control Establishment." 

Simon was a key contributor to 
the US position paper at the UN 
Population Conference in Mexico 
City in 1984, which reversed the 
earlier, relatively sane US position 
on overpopulation to the 'full speed 
ahead on population growth for a 
more prosperous world' platform 
that still stands today. Simon, 
along with his fellow pro-natalist 
Ben Wattenberg (author of The Birth 
Dearth , 1987), became the ideo- 
logical darlings of the the Reagan 
White House, and, along with the 
'pro-life' constituency which they 
represent, helped influence the 
cutoff of US aid to international 
family planning efforts in 1985. 
This was all very much in keeping 
with the presidency of a man who 
.thinks Native Americans live on 
"preservations" and made jokes 
about starting a nuclear war. Also a 
pretty slick accomplishment for 
such a beleaguered underdog as 
Simon, wouldn't you say? 

If you think I have been a little 
harsh on Julian in these first few 
paragraphs, what do you say we let 
him speak for himself, so we can see 
exactly what all the fuss is about. 
One of the most innovative chap- 
ters in this book is entitled "Dump 
On Us, Baby, We Need It" (pg. 458), 
which smartly summarizes how 
"population growth that increases 
the volume of trash—bestows ben- 
efits on future generations": 

"What is a waste to one com- 
munity at one time is usually a 
valuable resource to a later 
community.. .Consider the "borrow 
pits" by the side of turnpikes, from 
which earth is taken for road- 
building. At first the pits seem a 
despoilation of nature, a scar on the 
land. But after the road is finished 
the borrow pits turn out to be useful 
for fishing lakes and reservoirs, and 
the land they occupy is likely more 
valuable than if the pits had never 
been dug. 

"Even a pumped-out oil well — 
that is, the empty hole — probably 
has more value to subsequent gen- 
erations than a similar spot without 
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straight lines and smooth curves; 
otherwise, the face of nature is not 
ordered." 

Simon concludes this section: 
"Do I have a solution to the used- 
diaper problem? ...as with other 
wastes created in the past, human 
ingenuity will find a way to convert 
them to a valuable resource rather 
than a costly nuisance. The same is 
true of nuclear waste, of course." (p. 
459-60) 

But of course. Shoot, I'm 
starting to feel better already. Here 
we start to pick up Simon's raison 
d'etre: population growth plus 
technological growth; a virtual 
panacea for all problems. In a hu- 
morous section on a ride down the 
New Jersey Turnpike (Simon is an 
enthusiastic supporter of more 
highways everywhere, even in the 
Third World — p. 1 76) Julian tells us 
how the automotive age has spared 
us the "horrors of horse pollution" 
(!) and how all the development, 
shopping malls and the like have 
covered "mosquito-infested 
marshes", "nauseating pig farms" 
and such. Spared such "revolting" 
sights, "Here we were breezing 
: v doYifri the New Jersey Turnpike in an 
^ir-donditioned van on a safe, 
comfortable highway, at a speed 
discreetly above the 55 mile-per- 
hour limit, having a ball." (p. 20) 
Note the rhetoric employed here; 
man-made highways are "safe and 
comfortable", undeveloped land is 
"infested", "revolting", "full of 
horrors." Cotton Mather and the 
puritan fathers couldn't have said it 
better. 

Briefly, to summarize some of 
Simon's other claims and state- 
ments: 

On the environment: "...spe- 
cies extinction, the ozone layer, 
etc.. .there has not yet been time to 
confront or to understand. But ex- 
perience suggests that most or all of 
these threats will also prove to be 
overblown or nonexistent." (p. 10) 

"...the Amazon, which can be 
continuously used and improved at 
the same time, has hardly been 
tapped." (p. 156) 

On agriculture: "...a greater 
population seems to diminish the 
chanceoffamine."(p.98) "Further, 
when farmers need more land, they 
make more land." (p. 101) "Of 
course there is plenty of room in 
space for spaceships carrying hy- 
droponic farms, a possibility for 
which the technology is already 
available without waiting for fur- 
ther developments." (p. 477) 

On China: "...just a portion of 
the area of Bejing, would be enough 
for the entire population of China 
to stand upon." One of the most 
curious aspects of this book is that 
ultra-free enterpriser Simon goes on 
record several times supporting 
Marx and Engels' view on 'the myth 
of overpopulation.' Since several 



leftist periodicals have now begun 
to voice cautious approval for 
Simon's theories, could this mean 
the pro-natalist left and the pro- 
natalist right are trying to consoli- 
date their power? "Help yourself, 
China, by throwing away the 
West's intellectual trash about 
population control." (p. 202) 

Even more curious, Simon, af- 
ter going on and on relentlessly 
about the salutary effects of 
growthism, when questioned di- 
rectly about the matter, answered 
thus: 

Interviewer: "In keeping with 
your view on numbers, would you 
say we should reverse policy for 
India and urge them to have more 
children, to increase their birthrate 
so that they will have more people 
to solve their problems faster?" 

Simon: "Not at all." 

I: "Then you would encourage 
them to have fewer people?" 

S: "No, I wouldn't encourage 
them at all.... I consider that it is 
neither my place for the place of my 
country to recommend policies 
about these issues." (p. 394) 

This is of course blatantly in- 
accurate, as Simon himself admits 
on page 531 that he helped write 
the Reagan position paper on 
population in 1984. In keeping 
with the 1984 motif, we see a world 
emerging where the Real is the 
Imaginary, Ecological Devastation 
is Ecological Gain, and where 
people who write government 
policy are poor, maligned under- 
dogs. Paul Wachtel referred to this 
as "Growthspeak." 

Simon ends his opus with the 
usual and obligatory comparisons 
of those of us interested in longterm 
population reduction to "racists", 
that we would lead to "death camp 
experiments" such as those "under 
Hitler" (p. 559) and so forth. He 
casts the debate in terms of the 
"pro-freedomists" (that's him) 
against the "pro-controllers." And 
then, this incredible conclusion: 
"...the pro-freedomists are also 
against war and pollution — who 
isn't — but we are also in favor of 
increasing life." You will recall I 
earlier quoted extensively from 
Simon's chapter on the multifari- 
ous benefits of pollution. 

And so I close Populations 
Matters , exhausted and depressed. 
If the stakes of Mr. Simon's little 
game were not so high, his book 
would be a veritable repository of 
humor and mirth. The unavoidable 
fact is that everything in his book 
was meant to be taken entirely seri- 
ously, and its theories have won the 
applause of two presidents now, as 
well as a growing number of other 
pundits. And that's not funny, 
that's sick. 


LIVESTOCK PILLAGE OF 
OUR WESTERN PUBLIC 
LANDS 

Edwin G. Dimick 

©1990 by Edwin G. Dimick, P.O. 
Box 265, Caldwell, ID 83606 
$14, plus $1 postage and handling 
293 pages, 17 photos and 14 tables 

Reviewed By Lynn Jacobs 

I have been writing a book on 
public lands ranching for four 
years, but had no idea anyone else ' 
was. So I was surprised and glad to 
see Livestock Pillage of Our Western 
Public Lands appear out of the blue 
last week (I'd never heard of Edwin 
Dimick). Along with Denzel and 
Nancy Ferguson's Sacred Cows and 
my Waste of the West, There will be 
three — count 'em three — books 
on public lands ranching available. 

Edwin Dimick writes from the 
perspective of a well educated, rural 
Western old-timer with a passion to 
protect the environment. He grew 
up on a homestead in eastern Utah 
in the 1920s and 1930s. Ranching 
in the area was, of course, omni- 
present and omnipotent, and he 
learned early how it affected the 
land and the society. Later, twenty 
eight years with the Forest Service, 
SCS, and BLM in Utah, Nevada, 
Oregon, and Idaho gave him ex- 
tensive first-hand knowledge of the 
stock raising business and taught 
him "how not to conserve and 
protect public lands." 

Dimick wants to educate the 
public, which he says is generally 
ignorant about public lands ranch- 
ing, and environmentalists, who he 
claims have mostly failed to recog- 
nize the problem or do much about 
it. 

His book is self-published and, 
by his own admission, still "en- 
cumbered with errors" that he 
hopes to work out in the second 
printing. Regardless, it contains 
much of use and interest and is, I 
think, well worth reading. 

Livestock Pillage explains 
Dimick's concerns about the dete- 
rioration of the West due to ranch- 
ing. It recounts childhood memo- 
ries and later experiences with the 
land managing agencies and pro- 
vides many vivid personal obser- 
vations of ranching abuse (perhaps 
the most effective aspect of the 
book). It offers much on range/ 
ranching ecology, politics, admin- 
istration, and economics, though 
much I found irrelevant to the 
theme is also scattered about. 
Dimick writes aggressively, but the 
book is loosely organized, gets fuzzy 
at times, and tends to wander onto 
tangents (most of which, however, 
prove interesting if you go with the 
flow). 

The message is what's impor- 
tant, and Dimick has a lot to say. If 
the title doesn't clarify for you 
where he stands on public lands 
ranching, this will: "Livestock graz- 
ing abuse has and is scarring most of 
the public lands in the west that I 
have seen.... Livestock grazing 
should be eliminated from all pub- 
lic lands in the United States." 



Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 

This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in stock. All 
prices are postpaid. We will publish more extensive visual displays in some other issue. 


T-SHIRTS 

All shirts are 100% cotton unless otherwise noted. 


FIGHT THE POWER! 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Mlaaoula. MT 59806 


Don't Tread On Me. Watermelon (all sizes), Tan (S & XL) $13. 

Mother Grizzly and Cub. Light Blue (short sleeve, all sizes) $13; (long sleeve, all sizes) $13. 
American Canyon Frog. Gray (S,M) $12. 

The Cracking of the Glen Canyon Damn (50/50). Tan (S,M), Light Blue (S,M) $5. 

Defend the Wilderness. Black (short sleeve, all sizes) $10; (long sleeve, all sizes) $13. 
Earth First! Red (all sizes) $10; Green (all sizes) $10. 

Tools. Light Blue (S), Silver (M,L,XL), Tan (S,M) $10. 

Free the Earth. Teal (S,M,XL), Fuschia (S), Orchid (all sizes) $12. 
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PREGNANCY; ANOTHER DEADLY 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Missoula, MT 59806 


Small, French-cut T-shirts (50/50) 

Earth First! (red, green), Defend (black) $5. 
Kids' sizes (50/50) 

Earth First! Green (kids' S, L) $5. 

PATCHES 
Earth First! $3.50 
Earth Police $3.00 

BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Raper 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($5/doz) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker was as Small as Mine 
You'd Need a Muscle Wagen, Too ($5/doz) 
I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, $5/doz) 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally’ 

Wolves, Not Cows 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 
Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 
Darryl Chemey / Had to be Bom This Century $10 
Darryl Cherney They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like They Used To $ 10 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primal The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows $10 
Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $1 0 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 
Citizen’s Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 
Citizen’s Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 
Dakota Sid Clifford . ..For the Birds $1 0 
Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in Montana $9 
Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Inquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee Colorado Rivewr Songs $ 1 0 
Dana Lyons Animal % 11 
Mokai Clearcut Case of the Blues $9 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $9 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $9 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $ 1 0 
Joanne Rand Home $10 
John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 
John Seed Deep Ecology $10 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $ 1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $1 0 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $10 
The W allys Rainforest Roadshow $ 1 0 

Various Only One Earth $1 2 
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ACTfVIST SONGS OF THE 
MEW ECOLOGY 


HAYDUKE LIVES 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB SR7I *1 SS70.1 


SUBVERT THE 
DOMINANT PARADIGM 


POB SB7I T»c»« 


BOOKS 

Ecodefense Foreman & Hayward, ed. $14 


Cecelia 

Ostrow 
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I LL TAKE MY BEEF 
POACHED, THANKS 


MUIR 


POWER 
TO YOU 



EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Mlaaoula. MT 59806 


THE 

WLDRNE& 


WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$1 
No Cows 6/$1 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Fist 30/$ 1.25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.25 
Tools 30/$ 1.25 


NATIVE 




VE YOUR MOTHER 

»N'T BECOME ONE. 

BARTH riRSTI POB SBTI Tum. AZ a} 701 


NATURE BATS LAST 

EARTH FIRSTI ^ POB SBTI Thw. AZ BSTOS 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 
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RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 


POB SS7I ImH. SI IS70S 


DESERT RAPER 

EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 51 76, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a subscription form wnen sending in a subscription. 
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OKAY, HERE'S 




Now available on cassette: 
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(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 


At Night 
They Howl 
at the Moon 


Includes: I Am an Animal • We Don't Want to Live in 
the Zoo ■ Lay Down Your Whopper. Baby ■ We re All 
Dead Ducks • Their Brains Were Small and They Died • 
Mosquito Party • Have to Have a Habitat • Sea 
Shepherd ■ Willy the Wombat • Expanding Universe • 
Mo More Bunya Muts • The Tree • Soft Eyes. A Lullaby 

iJJJJJJiiJJiJiiJj 

Price per Cassette $11, postpaid 
Reigning Records. PO Box 934. Latham. MY 12110 



Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for 
the international Earth First! movement. It is divided into 
four sections: 1) Continent-wide EF! offices, 2) 
International contacts, 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups, 
and 4) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! 
group. If you are interested in becoming active with the 
Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth First.'ers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you 
would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have 
address changes or corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 
5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a or 
that have a newsletter title produce either an Earth First! 
newsletter or regular mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or 
otherwise be on their mailing list. 


HELP US HELP THEM 



Did you know... 

ALL SEVEN SPECIES of Sea Turtles 
are endangered or threatened! 


The moat common products 
confiscated by U.S. Customs at 
our borders are Sea TUrtle products 


IF YOU DON’T BUY THEM.. . 
...THEY WON’T KELL THEM! 


WE ARE ACTIVE, 

WE ARE EDUCATING, 

WE ARE HELPING HANDS-ON 
AND WE 

NEED HELP FROM YOUI 

Please send a donation* to: 
THE SEA TURTLE CENTER 
P.O. Box 634 
Nevada City CA 95959 
(916) 265-2125 

*tu deductible 


/concerned SINGLES NEWSLETTERS 

' links compatible singles who care about 
^f*N ft the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: I 

V. Box 555-B, Stockbrldge, MA01262 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. 
We don't need as much as other groups since we are 
grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have low 
overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard- 
earned money goes. Don't send your contributions to this 
newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 
(contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

*EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the 

Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force, POB 77062, SF, CA 94107-7062 
‘Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
‘Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
‘Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquerque, NM 
87195 

‘Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 

‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 

53714 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
‘PAW, POB 51 A, Bondville, VT 05340 
‘Predator Project, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
‘Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
‘Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 2440! 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 981 45 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT S9807 
‘Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the 
Earth First! movement. THANK YOU for your support! 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name — 

Address 

City State - ~ 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knowsi that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 



MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 
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The sign the freddies 
burned at Fairview 

is available now as a t-shirt 



black on white 100% cotton US made 


cATYJS 



white on black 50/50 US made 

$12.00 each ppd 
Send money order only to AA W 
Rt. 1 Box 311, Brookport, IL 62910 
proceeds benefit Biodiversity 
Project 's Midwestern Insurgency 
send SASE for catalog 
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Alaska EFl 
Wally Warlil 
Michael Lewis 

I POB 670647 

Chugiak, AK 99S67 
(907) 688-S619 


Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

L Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
\ CANADA 

*16041 6B8-SEAl f ' [}rj 

^Olympic Peninsula EFl SoUi" 1 . \ 

The Dancing Nudi Branches jV'/V^r 
- POB 1813 Kly 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 J \. f 
"heetwoot EFl r'Y 

i POB 10147 / 

'Aoiympia, WA 98502 S 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Boreal Owl 
Box 10S3 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
CANADA 

WASHINGTON 
Shuksan EFl 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EFI/Washington EFl 
Earth First I Bulletin 
George D rattan 
POB 95316 v 

Seattle, WA 98145 (f 


EF! PROJECTS 

EFl Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EFl Direct Action Fund 
Karen Pickett 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 
EFl Eco-Videographe 
EFl Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415) 601-5933 
EFl Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EFl Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Grizzly Bear Bulletin 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 597 IS 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
SWAP! 

Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
Earth First! Journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
EFl National Hotline 
(415) 647-9175 

EFl Ocean-Dolphin Task Force 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFl Rainforest Action 
Bay Area Earth Firstl 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
EFl Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, A 7. 85703 
(602) 578-3173 


PACIFIC OCEAN 


HAWAII- EFl v 
•t Jiristopher I lope-t .‘owing 
POB 1031 . 

Makawao, III 96768 f 
. (808) 572-2546 I 


/ OREGON 

A Stumptown EFl POB 1376S 
: l Portland, OR 97213 
1 1 (503)284-5849 

\\southem Willairette EFl 
POB 10384 

?.\ Eugene, OR 97440 
\ (503)343-7305 
k •Kalmiopsis EFl POB 1444 
\ Cave Junction, OR 97523 


ECOTOPIA 
Northcoast EFl * 

Mickey Dulas, Debbie Lucas 
\ POB 622 X 

\ Areata, Ecotopia 95521 / 

\ (707) 677- 0683 ^ ^ / 

Ft. Bragg EFl ' 

Tom Cahill (707)964-0802 
Anna Marie Stenberg 961-0302 
POB 632 

Ft. Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 
Ukiah EFl i . 

Ecotopia EFl Newstetetter / ^ 
Betty Ball ( c 

106 West Standley \ | 

Ukiah, Ecotopia 95482 ] £ 
(707)468-1660 _ 

Sonoma County EFl 
Pam Davis 
POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
(707) 523-1229 


CALIFORNIA 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 

Vallejo, CA 94590 

(707) 642-8709 £:\ 

r Bay Area I lotline (415) 824-384 lA- 
Environmenlal Action Center " 

I San Francisco F.FI r-f 

POB 411233 L J 

San Francisco, CA 94141 Vtj 

(415)647-9160 \ 

Santa Cntz F.FI * ' 

^ Karen DeBraal 
1 POB 344 

J Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
[ (408) 425-8094 

•Chuck Swift POB 819 
' Camarillo, CA 9301 1 
(805) 484-4504 
Santa Monica EFl 

1 2401 Lincoln Blvd 2nd floor 

Santa Monica, CA 90405- • ■ ' ’ 
(213)392 773.6 
San I liego El-’l * 

L Claude Mathis 
V POB 311 

Encinitas, ( A 92024 
\ (619)942 8069 


WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EFl 
t POB 36 

Republic, WA 99166 
Yellowstone EFl 
Randall Restless 
Box 6151 X 

s Bozeman, MT 59715 
/ (406)587-3356 
'North Fork EF 
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Redwood Summer II: Ecotopia Summer 



more info. Ecotopia acts up I 


BY Ecotopia EF! 

Once again, Ecotopia Earth First! is putting 
out a call for non-violent eco-warriors to come to 
Northern California to help us stop the slaughter 
of the last of the Redwoods. Tree climbers, tree 
huggers, blockaders, banner painters, bicyclists, 
and all kinds of support people will be needed. 
We will reclaim the wilderness, secede from the 
nation, and live as sustainable bioregions. Last 
year over 3000 people came from all over the 
country to Redwood Summer. Demonstrators 
chained themselves to logging equipment, sat in 
trees, blocked logging roads and marched through 
timber towns. Despite the car-bomb attack on 
Judi Bari and Darryl Cherney, and despite high 
tensions and extreme provocation, we maintained 
our presence and our non-violence throughout 
the summer, and made history in the Redwood 
region. 

Redwood Summer brought national and 
international attention to the destruction of the 
Redwoods. It helped change the political climate 
so that both industry and government officials 
are now talking about logging reforms. But the 
Redwoods are still going down at 200% the rate of 
growth, and 1000-year old trees are still being cut 
to pay off junk bonds. We have made a dent in 
their corporate power, but we need to continue if 
the forest is to survive. 

This year, along with our logging protests, 
we will be emphasizing the Ecotopian concept of 
sustainable lifestyles. Last summer's logging 
frenzy was followed in the fall by massive layoffs 
and mill closures. In our small, impoverished 
communities, we cannot ignore the economic 
devastation that comes with cut-and-run log- 
ging. So this year wewill address the issue of what 
people should do instead of destroying the forest. 

Along these lines, EF! will be sponsoring 


forest restoration projects all sum- 
mer. These will include both a long- 
term project on private land and 
guerilla forays onto corporate land 
(see Headwaters article). We will 
also sponsor educational events this 
summer, including alternative liv- 
ing workshops and clearcut tours for 
the tourists. So come anytime if you 
want to participate. We need your 
help, but we don't want to mislead 
you. We can get you a place to stay, 
but we can't afford to feed or sup- 
port people all summer. Base camp 
will be in operation for the large 
actions only. 

We also want to emphasize that 
this is not a picnic. It is a life and 
death struggle, and the tensions that 
led to last year's bombing (as well as 
other less publicized attacks) are still 
here, in our community. Both the 
forest and the people who defend it 
are being attacked. If you plan to 
help us in the Redwoods this sum- 
mer, you must be committed to non- 
violence. We think it is the only 
viable tactic if we are to succeed in 
saving the Redwoods without get- 
ting hurt or killed. 

We have made great gains in the 
Redwood wars at great expense. But 
we still need your help to save one of 
the most magnificent ecosystems on 
earth. If you would like to come out 
this summer, please call or write for 
We also desperately need funds to pull this all off. 
Contributions, large or small, should be made 
out to Earth First! and sent to: Ecotopia Earth 


First!, 106 West Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482. For 
general info, call us at (707) 468- 1 660. For Action 
Hotline and Headwaters info call 707-926-5100. 


Reclaim the Headwaters! 


1 ECOTOPIA REDWOOD SUMMER CALENDAR 

June 26-30: 

EFI Northwest Rendezvous in the 
Siskiyou mountains near the CA/ 

OR border. Camping, workshops, 
music and basic partying. For 
info call Karen or Barry at (503) 
343-7305. 

July 5-12: 

Redwood Action Week. Tree sit- 
ting, log road blockading and 
other actions in the forest Non- 
violence training and woods ac- 
tion training will be provided and 
base camp will be set up. For info 
call Brian at (707) 826-7704 or 

Robert at (707) 926-5100. 

August 17: 

Ecotopia Bike Ride. Bicycle shut- 
down of Highway 20 to protest 
the cutting of old growth red- 
woods along that road, and to 
promote alternative transporta- 
tion. Close Hwy 20 to cars and 
trucks forever! For info call Betty 
at (707) 468-1660 or Naomi at 
(707) 459-4110. 

August 27: 

International Day of outrage 
against Maxxam Carp. 

Ongoing: 

In between these actions we will 
respond to forest emergencies and 
work on forest restoration 
projects. Intact affinity groups 
can also come for Headwaters 
actions any time. Contact Robert 
at (707) 926-5100. 


By Ecotopia EF! 

Summer Campaign Targets Headwaters 

In the year since Redwood Summer many 
changes in California's political climate and in 
the timber industry have taken place and are 
continuing to occur. Yet these changes have 
been slow to come and are mostly inadequate, 
band-aid solutions lacking any long term vision 
or concern for biodiversity. Such is the case with 
current plans for preservation of the Headwaters 
Forest, the world's largest unprotected grove of 
old growth Redwood. At the present time this 
tiny remnant of a previously vast ecosystem 
exists as an island, isolated from other nearby 
groves in a sea of past and future clearcuts. Unless 
we choose to take action now, it will be destined 
to remain this way forever. The Headwaters 
stands to remind us of what the Redwood Eco- 
system once was, and can be again. 

We can no longer be content to save only 
what remains of the Ancient Forests, there is 
much too little left. The time has come to reclaim 
vast areas of land, even that which has been 
previously logged, to begin to restore it to its 
former state, and to allow natural processes of 
healing to take place. We must reclaim the 
Headwaters now! As a facet of Ecotopia Summer, 
the EF! Redwood Action Team (RAT) is putting 
out the call for eco-warriors from around the 


country to once again travel to California's North 
Coast throughout the summer, to assist us in 
defending and restoring areas of the proposed 
98,000 acre Headwaters Wilderness Complex. 

Government Plans Inadequate 

Headwaters Forest was mapped, named and 
made an issue of by Earth First!. Its preservation 
thus far is one of our greatest accomplishments. 
A look at the latest propaganda would leave one 
thinking that our state planners and politicians 
are diligently working towards preserving the 
Headwaters Forest. The truth is a matter of 
definition. Currently, all indications show that 
preservation of the intact 3000 acre island of old 
growth, the "Headwaters Forest," will be by the 
state through the combination of a $300 million 
bond measure (pending voter approval in June, 
1992), private funding, and a debt for nature 
swap with Maxxam Corp., current owner of the 
Headwaters. This plan, a part of the "Resourceful 
California Proposal," was recently introduced by 
California Gov. Pete Wilson. However, state 
officials and mainstream environmental groups 
are showing no interest in protecting an area 
large enough to sustain a healthy ecosystem. 

On the national level, Congressman Pete 

continued on page 16 
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Bring Back the Wild Prairies 


For most of its history. Earth 
First! has focused on the American 
West, concentrating on issues of 
concern to mountain ecosystems: 
old growth timber, grizzly habitat 
and the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel, 
for example. These are all worthy 
causes. But meanwhile, another 
Western ecosystem has been all but 
ignored, namely the prairie. I hereby 
issue a call to action in defense of 
the Great Plains. 

A naturally functioning prairie 
ecosystem is home to hundreds of 
species of plants, insects and ani- 
mals. In this semi-arid environment 
evolution has created a myriad of 
teeming life. But the prairie has 
been overlooked by conservation- 
ists. It didn't live up to the 
monumentalism valued by the early 
National Park Service, and nobody 
within the preservation movement 
has given it more than a passing 
glance, from the Sierra Club to Earth 
First!. Currently, only about 2% of 
the plains is still in its natural state 
and the remnants are widely scat- 
tered. 

The prairies were first settled 
just over a century ago. The hope 
from the outset was to produce cash 
crops for a mass market. In this 
sense, the subduing of the plains 
mirrored the attempt to subdue the 
mountains. Whether the com- 
modity was timber, silver or com, 
the nation's natural resources were 


being exploited for sale in the East, 
with maximum profit the ultimate 
goal. But the sod-busters were re- 
markably unsuccessful. Within 50 
years, industrial farming of cash 
crops created one of the worst hu- 
man-caused ecological crises in 
history: the Dust Bowl. With the 
plains laid bare by monoculture, 
there was nothing to anchor the soil 
when the predictable droughts of 
the early '30s occurred. Millions of 
new settlers fled the resulting dust 
storms. But technology saved the 
day, at least temporarily and better 
wells have been able to irrigate the 
crops since the '40s, although the 
aquifers have dropped by 100 feet 
since then and droughts occur pe- 
riodically (minor ones every 20 years 
and major ones every 40 years, give 
or take). 

Eventually, cash crop agricul- 
ture on the Great Plains is doomed 
to fail; it is not sustainable in such a 
marginal environment. So what is 
to be done? Deborah and Frank 
Popper, professors at Rutgers Uni- 
versity, have proposed that the 
federal government begin a program 
of repurchasing private land on the 
plains to eventually create a "buffalo 
commons," avast prairie ecosystem 
in its natural state. A number of 
federal land holdings could provide 
the raw material for preservationists 
wanting to launch such a program. 
A series of National Grasslands ex- 


tends from North Dakota to Texas, 
land which was repurchased by the 
federal government's Resettlement 
Administration the last time farm- 
ing failed on the plains. It is man- 
aged by the Department of Agricul- 
ture for Multiple Use, much like the 
National Forests. In this case graz- 
ing by private lessees constitutes 
most of the use. Additional land 
with preservation potential includes 
Bureau of Land Management hold- 
ings and Indian reservation land. 

It is time for activists to address 
the preservation and recovery of 
prairie ecosystems. Indeed, restor- 
ing grassland wilderness may be 
mere simple than restoring old 
growth forests, simply due to a faster 
generational succession. I am not 
suggesting that you forest-types 
throw down your banners and tree 
spikes, or give up your local issues. I 
am calling Earth Firstlers in the 
prairie states to action. You must be 
out there somewhere! Get to work 
on your local issue. This edition of 
Earth First! contains an article about 
the Big Open prairie in Montana. 
Look for more articles dealing with 
plains ecosystems in coming 
months. Once again it has fallen to 
Earth First! to take the lead where 
mainstream environmental groups 
lag. As in the past, the others will 
follow wise and action-oriented 
leadership in their own good time. 
-Geoff Cunfer 
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If I Had a Robot 

I'd tie it to a basswood tree 

with cordage made from milkweed. 

I'd poke it with sharpened sticks 

of hickory and ash 

And when at last its shallow, 

deceitful 

techno-soul was sacrificed 
I'd dance a pagan druid dance 
and howl into 
the night 



Been Busy? Let us know! 

What defines our movement? 
ACTION. Without it, Earth First! 
would be naught but another bunch 
of letter writers, lobbyists, philoso- 
phers and heathens. This may be 
old news, but where is the action? 
This issue contains several an- 
nouncements of upcoming actions, 
which is great to see. Another 
summer of actions in defense of 
redwoods, a major campaign to 
oppose stripmining in Wisconsin's 
northwoods and an international 


effort on behalf of Borneo's besieged 
rainforests are all in store. However, 
this issue of Earth First! sizzling in 
your hot little hands is sorely lack- 
ing in action reports. 

There must be people out there 
doing it. Gaia knows we have 
enough to howl against! After all, to 
paraphrase Mark Twain, reports of 
our death have been greatly exag- 
gerated. But the action articles are 
not coming in. Unless we receive 
these reports we cannot let our read- 
ers know about the vital work going 


on out there on the highways and 
in the hinterlands, and will be 
forced to resort to copious book 
reviews, voluminous biodiversity 
reports, critiques of critiques, and 
excerpts from the Omega New Age 
Directory. We have tried calling 
and writing EF! contacts all over 
the nation to solicit articles, but it 
just isn't working. It's up to you 
wieldersof the monkeywrench and 
banner to also pick up a pen now 
and then! 'NUFF SAID! 

— R Restless for the Collective 


EARTH FIRST! 

Litha 

June 21, 1991 
Vol. XI, No.VI 

Earth First I is published by a collective 
of voices within the Earth First! movement. 
Entire contents are copyrighted 1991, but we 
are pleased to allow reprinting if credit is 
given, except for those articles specifically 
copyrighted by the author. Art, photo- 
graphs, and poetry are copyrighted by the 
individual artist and permission to use must 
be received from them. Earth First 1 is a forum 
for the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with the 
individual authors and correspondents. The 
contents do not necessarily represent the 
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or indi- 
vidual Earth Firstlers. 

Although we do not accept the author- 
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing herein is 
intended to tun us afoul of its police power. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or carefully printed, double spaced, 
and sent with an SASE if return is requested. 
Electronic submissions are even better, ei- 
ther on Macintosh disks or via Econet (send 
to "earthfirst"). Art or photographs (black & 
white prints preferred, color prints or slides 
OK) are desirable to illustrate articles and 
essays. They will be returned if requested. 
Please include explicit permission to reprint 
slides. Due to our tight budget, no payment 
is offered except for extra copies of the issue. 

ISSN 1055-8411. Earth First! is indexed 
in the Alternative Press Index. 

For subscriptions, merchandise orders, 
donations, inquiries, general correspon- 
dence, Letters to the Editor, articles, 
photos, etc., send to: 

Earth First!, 

Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 
Phone: 406-728-8114 

The Editorial Collective for this Issue: 

Mary Beth Nearing 
Jeff Juel 
Geoff Cunfer 
Carla Neasel 
Randall Restless 
Tracy Stone-Manning 

Special thanks to David Varmint and 
Timothy Bechtold 

The Man in the Dark Room: Uncle Bill 

Poetry Gatherer: Art Goodtimes 

Artists contributing to this issue include: 
Kendra Kurth, Nagasaki, Lone Wolf Circles, 
Beekman, Doug Olson, Asante Riverwind, 
Kurt Seaberg, R. Restless, R. Waldmire, and 
Kelpie Willsin. 


Printed on recycled paper (65% recycled 
fiber, for now, but we’re still aiming for 
100 %). 


SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times a 
year on the solstices, equinoxes, and cross- 
quarter days: November 1, December 21 or 
22 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 21 or 
22 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 or 22 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and September 
21 or 22 (Autumnal Equinox). Deadlines for 
articles, artwork and ads are three weeks 
before the cover date. The newspaper is 
mailed Third Class before the cover date. 
Subscriptions cost S20 a year. First Class 
delivery is available for $15 extra a year. 
Surface delivery outside the USA is available 
for $30; airmail delivery overseas is available 
for $45 a year. 

Subscriptions or questions should be 
sentto: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806 
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Wisconsin's Resource Wars 

Activists to Occupy Mi ne Site 


By Al Gedicks 

The State of Wisconsin's ap- 
proval of Kennecott/RTZ's open pit 
copper mine in Ladysmith was an- 
nounced on the same day that the 
United States went to war against 
Iraq. The war for oil overshadowed 
the war for Wisconsin's mineral 
resources. However, the an- 
nouncement of a major protest rally 
and occupation of the mine site on 
July 6 has once again put the min- 
ing issue in the forefront. 

Organizers for Northern 
Shield, a new group formed to 
conduct resistance to mine con- 
struction, have announced that the 
July 6 action will kick off what the 
group is calling "Flambeau Sum- 
mer." "Our first objective is to stop 
the Kennecott mine through what- 
ever creative tactics we can dream 
up," states Jan Jacoby, a spokes- 
person for the group. She empha- 
sized that the g'roup will engage in 
only nonviolent activities. 

Kennecott's Ladysmith project 
is rightly seen by both the mining 
industry and the opposition as a 
precedent for opening up large- 
scale mining activity across north- 
ern Wisconsin. The scope of min- 
ing activity includes 10 potential 
mine sites along with the process- 
ing and waste disposal facilities. All 
of these sites are in wetland areas 
and in close proximity to the head- 
waters of the state's major rivers. 


Despite Wisconsin's so-called 
"tough" mining laws, the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources (DNR) 
granted Kennecott six variances, 
including permission to construct a 
mine less than 300 feet from a river. 
While Kennecott has convinced the 
DNR that they can safely construct 
an open pit copper mine 140 feet 
from the Flambeau River, few be- 
lieve that six to ten mining projects, 
with accompanying toxic waste 
piles and acid mine drainage, will 
not pose a threat to the environ- 
ment and economy of northern 
Wisconsin. 

During three days of public 
testimony in Ladysmith last sum- 
mer, over 180 people spoke in op- 
position to the proposed mine and 
almost all of them mentioned the 
importance of the Ladysmith mine 
in the context of the development 
of a new mining district in northern 
Wisconsin. Despite this widespread 
public concern, David Schwarz, the 
state's hearing examiner for 
Kennecott's mine application, re- 
fused to allow expert testimony that 
would have suggested the need for a 
comprehensive regional environ- 
mental impact statement (EIS) prior 
to the issuance of any single mine 
permit. Without the information 
contained in such a study, citizens 
and Indian tribes are effectively ex- 
cluded from participating in regula- 



November 10 Freedom March, Ladysmith, WI. 

tory proceedings on mining activ- 
ity. 

In response to this major loop- 
hole in the state's supposedly 
"tough" mining regulations, Rep. 
Harvey Stower (D-Amery) has in- 
troduced a mining reform bill that 
would require a regional EIS before 
any more permits are granted. 
While Rep. Stower is optimistic 
about getting the bill passed by the 
legislature, it faces a guaranteed 
veto by the governor. Governor 
Thompson's administration has 
laid out a red carpet for the mining 
industry and his right-hand man, 
former Exxon lobbyist James 


Klauser, is very sensitive to the issue 
of public information about mining 
impacts. After more than a decade 
of unsuccessful efforts to start min- 
ing projects, first in Ladysmith in 
1976 and then in Crandon in 1986, 
mining executives have concluded 
that public opposition can indeed 
stop even the most powerful min- 
ing companies from investing in 
highly profitable projects. 

The mining industry's solu- 
tion to public resistance is to limit 
the information available and to 
create laws, such as the "Local 
Agreement" law, which allows min- 

continued on page 4 
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tative sample of letters expressing the same views. Contact us if you feel your 
opinion was not expressed. Type or neatly print and double-space your letters. 
Indicate if you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters to POB 5176, Missoula 
MT 59806. The opinions expressed here represent only their authors, and are 
not official positions of the Earth First! journal staff or movement. 


the time (though not my mind, ever) 
told me, "You have to spray the trees." 

So they sprayed. 

I want to apologize now for what 
got us into this awful environmental 
mess. The spraying, the huge cars, the 
race to collect material objects. We were 
looking for a "good" life but it was in our 
backyards, in the milkweed that hosted 
the Monarch, in the wild Echinacea 
which held our cure for disease, the 
violets secreting vitamins. 

We thought we were so wise wor- 
shipping "science" — we were in awe of 
a dead God. 

Now I try to live the opposite — not 
because I'm a great wise person but it is 
cheaper! I have solar panels out in the 


Dear Shit-for-Brains: j 

Good to see the paper back to the 
familiar Gaelic names on the issues. 

I'm one of probably hordes of 
older folk who send money but am too 
tied down to do much action. But I 
want to say how much I appreciate you 
guys who go to jail for your beliefs — I 
am with you 1000% in spirit. For some 
reason — maybe my imagination is extra 
vivid — but during the '50s I had long 
arguments about spraying DDT on our 
farm's apple trees. I knew there had to 
be another way to kill bugs or learn to 
live with them. What was so awful 
about a flawed apple anyhow? It tastes 
just as sweet and real. 

But my parents who owned me at 


shadow of a nuclear plant to steal tiny 
bits of sun to heat all my hot water and 
never a tithe to the nuclear phallus. 

I'm behind all you rowdy hell 
raisers and brave characters. My stifled 
spirit is with you in every protest and 
your war stories are inspiring. 

I must add that someone managed 
to hobble out to "my" woods — a place 
of peace, and property of a few foxes, 
groundhogs, many birds, snakes, 
salamander, etc. — and as caretaker of 
these woods for the creatures, I watched 
destruction cease altogether when the 
suits received insistent notes that spikes 
were in the trees. I guess the long metal 
rods piercing some sample trees with 
notes hanging thereon convinced the 
rapists to stop. 

Anyhow a small acreage is still 
virginal and I can walk there trium- 
phant. 

So everyone can do something^ All 
it takes is awareness. 

Keep up your healthy outrage and 
know my mother and father (newly 
wise!), my grandparents (disillusioned 
of their materialism), the whole line-up 
of ancestors is admiring and yes, jealous 
of you. 

Think about my daughter while 
you are in jail. She is a wacko environ- 
mentalist and crazy animal rights per- 
son; also even a stupid vegetarian who 
just delivered a healthy breastfed baby 
while other friends of ours are suffering 
miscarriages and toxemias. We need to 
all wake up and go natural, though I fear 
it may be too late. Press on though, it 
may not be too late. I love you all. Here's 
some money. 

—foxy Momma 

Extremely disappointed and of- 
fended with your cartoons on page 1 1 
and the other on page 32 bottom of 
page. We wont be renewing our sub- 
scription. Your hate and disrespect is 
more than apparent for all women of 
this earth. T “'"I 

— FAIRPIECE, Eugene, OR 


Dear Shitzkopf, 

Do not renew my subscription! 
Your rag is too full of White Man hating 
stinking feminist/faggot vermin drivel! 
It's not my fault the world is messed up 
- it’s the system (which includes others) 
that could have been started by any 
kind of people! Power to White Envi- 
ronmentalist Men! 

—A PROUD WHITE MAN, Texas 

hX 

EF!, VX-\ 

Another half-baked idea. Black 
bears in North America are in deep 
trouble. Seems some Orientals believe 
bear gallbladders have magical proper- 
ties that increase sex drive or prick size 
or some such crap, when ingested. 
Consequently, poachers earn thou- 
sands of dollars wiping out the world's 
bear populations. As there are fewer 
and fewer bears, the demand goes up, 
penalties become more severe, and 
poachers take greater risks to earn 
more. Perhaps we are approaching this 
problem from the wrong angle. 

The people poaching have been 
doing so for generations. Deer- jacking 
is in their blood. So long as a black 
market exists, let's get these assholes to 
shift from ripping off nature to ripping 
off neurotic Orientals. I mean, how 
difficult could it be to fake a bear gall- 
bladder? How distinctive are gallblad- 
ders among large mammals? Would 
cattle and pig gallbladders from 
slaughterhouses work? How about 
gallbladders from large euthanized 
dogs in shelters and labs? Gallbladders 
must look pretty funky by the time 
they reach Hong Kong. Are they pro- 
cessed? Dried or powdered? Who's 
going to be scrupulous enough to un- 
mask the ruse? The poachers? Not 
when millions can be made with an 
unlimited supply of mock gallblad- 
ders. The Oriental herbalist? He'll 
grumble about the decline in quality of 
bear gallbladders and sell to the gull- 
ible, anyway. 

continued on page 30 
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Kalmiopsis Wilderness Gold Mining 


By SisKrYou Environmental 
Council 

For months Phil Wallin of 
River Lands Conservancy (RLC) and 
Romain Cooper of Siskiyou Envi- 
ronmental Council have been 
working on the acquisition of 2000 
acres of mining claims in the heart 
of the Kalmiopsis Wilderness along 
the National Wild and Scenic 
Chetco River, the claim owner and 
RLC have finally reached agree- 
ment but funding for the purchase 
must become available through the 
Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, a government land acquisi- 
tion trust with an annual budget of 
$900 million mainly from receipts 
of Outer Continental Shelf oil 
leases. 

What's at stake is a final oppor- 
tunity to purchase these patented 
wilderness mining claims. If this is 
not done now we will have a large- 
scale gold mine operating in the 
heart of the Kalmiopsis. That dark 
scenario would include ancient 
trees being cut, gravel dredges de- 
stroying the solitude at Taggarts Bar 
on the Chetco River and perma- 
nently scarring a wild and botani- 
cally rich landscape, and heavy 


equipment traffic vying with wil- 
derness hikers along the mine ac- . 
cess route within the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. The claims straddle the 
Wild and Scenic Chetco River, a 
world class fishery, whose excep- 
tional water quality and clarity 
could be seri- 
ously jeopar- 
dized by 
mining 
along its cor- 
ridor. 

P u r - 
chase of 
these claims 
would not 
only stop this 
present pro- 
posal but al- 
low the For- 
est Service to 
rip access 
roads which 
are now peri- 
o d i c a 1 1 y 
graded and 
traveled by 
the claim 
owner. We can then close the door 
on the threat of large scale mining 
that will violate the solitude and 



wild landscape of the Kalmiopsis 
and the Chetco River. 

The ground work has been 
done; the owner of the claims is a 
willing seller. However, the House 
subcommittee is meeting nQw to 
consider 1992 Land and Water Con- 
servation 
Fund acqui- 
sitions. The 
citizens of 
Oregon must 
tell our con- 
gressional 
delegation of 
the impor- 
tance and ur- 
gency of pur- 
chasing 
these 
Kalmiopsis 
mining 
claims. 
Write and/ 
or call to- 
day! A brief 
note is all it 
would take. 
It could say: 
"Dear Representative or Sena- 
tor : We urge you to im- 

mediately allocate Land and Water 


Conservation funds to purchase 
mining claims in the heart of the 
Kalmiopsis Wilderness along the 
National Wild and Scenic Chetco 
River and completely protect these 
two important parts of our National 
Heritage. Of course, it's more pow- 
erful to use your own words and add 
personal comments. U.S. Senate 
Address is Washington, DC 20510; 
House address is Washington, DC 
20515. Key congressional represen- 
tatives to' con tact are Congressman 
Peter DeFazio (202) 225-5711; Con- 
gressman Les AuCoin (202) 225- 
0855 or (800) 533-3303; and Sena- 
tor Mark Hatfield (202) 224-3753. 
Do it today so we don't lose this 
opportunity to stop major mining, 
road construction and private land 
holding in the Kalmiopsis Wilder- 
ness. It would also help to write to 
Mike Lunn, Siskiyou National For- 
est Supervisor, POB 440, Grants 
Pass, Oregon 97527 and urge him to 
do everything possible to support 
and expedite the acquisition of 
mining claims in the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. 


Wisconsin Flambeau Summer 


continued from previous page 

ing companies to bypass demo- 
cratic institutions like county zon- 
ing and town board resolutions. 
Kennecott/RTZ has gone so far as to 
prohibit local officials from criticiz- 
ing the mine as part of the "local 
agreement" between Kennecott 
and local units of government. Ar- 
ticle 31 of the agreement, under the 
heading "Local Governments will 
not oppose the mine" states that 
"Except as provided herein, the Par- 
ticipating Local Governments and 
parties negotiating this Agreement 
agree not to oppose the Mine or to 
take any action which would serve 
to unreasonably delay the construc- 
tion of the Mine. The Participating 
Local Governments also agree to 
take all action necessary to assure 
that the Applicant is able to obtain 


all approvals, permits, licenses and 
moratorium removals which may 
be necessary to assure that the Mine 
can be constructed and is able to 
commence operation." 

This provision is now the sub- 
ject of a lawsuit challenging the 
constitutionality of the local 
agreement. The Rusk County Citi- 
zens Action Group (RCCAG) filed 
the suit in Rusk County Circuit 
Court in December 1990, arguing 
that the agreement denies freedom 
of speech to local residents. If 
Kennecott attempts to begin mine 
construction before this suit is 
settled, RCCAG will seek an injunc- 
tion against such action. 
Kennecott's recent announcement 
that they will postpone their pre- 
viously announced April 1991 con- 


struction date may have been 
prompted by the fear that the court 
would have granted RCCAG's re- 
quest for an injunction. Rather 
than accept a public defeat, 
Kennecott/RTZ simply backed off 
on their construction schedule. 

Now Kennecott/RTZ has an- 
nounced a July 9 date for the be- 
ginning of mine construction. 
"We're putting out the call to folks 
around the state," says Northern 
Shield's Jan Jacoby, "that the time 
has come to make a stand against 
corporate greed and the destruction 
of our environment." While min- 
ing executives and state officials see 
this mine as inevitable, they have 
been wrong before. The environ- 
mentalist/Indian alliance that re- 
sisted the Exxon-Crandon mine 


project for a decade was consis- 
tently ignored until they forced 
Exxon's withdrawal from the 
project in 1986. That same alliance 
now confronts the world's largest 
mining company at Ladysmith. 
With the formation of Northern 
Shield, we can anticipate the begin- 
ning of an even higher phase of 
resistance to resource plunder in 
the northwoods. 

A planning meeting is sched- 
uled for July 6, in Grant, WI at the 
Grant Town Hall, intersecton of 
Hwy 27 and County Road P. For 
more information : Jan Jacoby, Rt. 
1, Clayton, WI- 54004, (715) 455- 
1444; or A1 Gedicks, Center for Al- 
ternative Mining Development 
Policy, 210 Avon St. #9, LaCrosse, 
WI 54603, (608)784-4399. 


Stop Kennecott/RTZ 
Rally and Minesite Occupation 
July 6, 1991 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin 

10:00 am Civil Disobedience Information Meeting at Grant 
Town Hall , 2 miles south of Ladysmith at inter- 
section of Highway 27 and County "P". 

Noon Rally at Grant Town Hall 

2:00 pm Minesite Occupation 

Sponsored by: Northern Shield, the Wisconsin Greens and 
Midwest Headwaters EF!. For more information, call Jan at 
(715) 455-1444 or Bob at (608) 241-9426. 


St. Louis Area Incinerator Network (SLAIN) & 
Gateway Green Alliance (GGA) present 

DON’T WASTE THE MIDWEST! 

INCINERATORS & the FIGHT TO STOP THEM 

Friday (evening) July 12, 1991 - talk by Waste Not 
editor Dr. Paul Connett 

Saturday, July 13, 1991: 

BAD FUMES RISING Video Festival; 
Concurrent workshops on strategies to halt 
incinerators & technical issues of incineration; 
Slide shows & theatre; 

Toxic Tours of where you can best be poisoned 
in the greater St. Louis area. 

Eureka High School, (just a smokestack away from 
the planned incinerator to burn dioxin-contaminated 
soil in Times Beach, Missouri) 

829 Highway 109, Eureka, MO 

To receive a program brochure, call 314-727-8554 or write: 
Gateway Green Alliance, P.O. Bo* 8094, St. Louis MO 63156. 
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Trial Lore 


Arizona Five Conspiracy Trial 



AMEX “Felon” Update 

After six months of court dates the three 
"felons" have entered a plea bargain and been 
sentenced. 

Moss, you will remember, ran from a cop 
and got tackled after dumping snow in the office. 
He says, "It pays to run." He bargained down to 
two misdemeanors, no fine or court costs, 200 
hours community service and two years 
unsupervised probation. 

Female Felon was apprehended with a felt 
tip pen in her pocket, but no evidence was pro- 
duced linking her pen to the writing on the wall. 
She plead guilty to a 6th Degree Felony At- 
tempted Tresspassing, and was fined $270, in- 
ducing court costs, and 200 hours community 
service. 

Michael Robinson wore a "Stumps Suck" T- 
shirt and was able to convince an employee that 
he had an appointment with one of the manag- 
ers. He signed using a pseudonym which turned 
out the be the real name of a man wanted for 
murder in Boulder. He plead guilty to misde- 
meanor trespass and a charge of criminal imper- 
sonation was deferred. He was fined about $300, 
including court costs, 100 hours community 
service, and 2 years supervised probation. 

Clearwater Inactive 

The Forest Service has finally given official 
word that the investigation of a tree spiking in 
the Clearwater National Forest is officially "inac- 
tive." That means it's still in their filing cabinets, 
but no one is paid to look at it. 

You may remember that the feds raided the 
Sherwood House, former EF! contact in Missoula, 
in April, 1989, in relation to the alleged tree 
spiking. The following September, seven people, 
including several EFIers, were subpoenaed by a 
grand jury to present hair samples, fingerprints, 
palmprints and handwriting samples. 

Recently, the feds released the affidavit that 
allowed for the search. Apparently, a silver Honda 
was seen parked on the side of the road near Post 
Office Creek for a couple of days surrounding the 
alleged spiking time. A VW bus was also seen. 

The affidavit allows that a Forest Service 
investigator drove by the Sherwood House and 
saw a silver Honda parked outside, belonging, the 
affidavit said, to Lilbum. The investigator also 
saw a VW bus. The affidavit describes a male with 
long dark hair and a beard seen through a win- 
dow standing in the Sherwood's kitchen. The 
investigator pegged that man to be Lilbum. 

Well, those spending your tax dollars were 
busily bungling facts. At the time, Lilbum drove 
a bright yellow Honda. The VW bus did not have 
an engine; it was more a lawn decoration them a 
vehicle. And if Lilbum was seen through the 
window, he must have been standing in front of 
the sink, which means he was doing the dishes. 
Clearly, the Grand Jury should have been called 
over Bikini doing the dishes, not over the handy 
mix up in car colors. 

Two years later, Bikini still loathes doing the 
dishes, and the feds still have no case. Life goes on 
in Missoula. 


One of the most important legal cases in the 
history of the environmental movement will be 
tried in a federal courtroom in Prescott, Arizona, 
beginningjune 10. Unlike most environmental 
cases, this one does not involve endangered 
species or threatened wilderness. Five environ- 
mental activists are being charged with criminal 
conspiracy and other charges after a three year 
campaign by the FBI to infiltrate, intimidate and 
discredit Earth First!. In May 1989 four activists, 
Peg Millett, Marc Baker, Dave Foreman and Mark 
Davis, were arrested and charged with conspiracy 
to destroyed power lines leaving a nuclear facility 
after FBI agent Michael Fain infiltrated the activ- 
ist communities of Prescott and Tucson, AZ. 
Baker, Davis and Millett are facing additional 
charges, as is Ilse Asplund, another Prescott ac- 
tivist charged in later months. The defendants 
are facing substantial sentences, in some cases as 
long as fifteen years. 
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Mt. Graham Update 


On May 1 7 US District Court Judge Marquez 
ruled that the monitoring program of the endan- 
gered Red Squirrel was "adequate" and that con- 
struction of telescopes on Mt. Graham squirrel 
habitat could be continued on the mountain. 
Last April the restraining order prohibiting con- 
struction had been imposed by the 9th Circuit 
Court in San Fransisco. Marquez's ruling lifted 
that restraining order permanently, although a 
final decision by the Ninth Circuit is still forth- 
coming. 

The Mt. Graham Preservation Camp was 
revived the following day and will be active 
throughout the summer. Construction of the 
telescopes is likely to have begun by print time 
and there will be an Earth First! presence on the 
mountain. Fierce opposition to this project in 
the courts and on the ground has slowed it 
considerably, and many credit Earth First! with 
the Smithsonian's decision not to construct their 
telescope on the mountain. The project lost a 
great deal of credibility with the Smithsonian's 
withdrawal in early May. 

The Vatican still intends to construct a 
telescope despite the fact that doing so will 
violate San Carlos Apache sacred ground. The 
Mt. Graham Preservation Coalition is asking 
people to call or write their local Catholic 
churches and ask why the Vatican disrespects 
another culture's religious practices and to urge 
them to join the Smithsonian in relocating their 
telescope. After you do that, please quit your 
job, abandon your family (if necessary) and 
come to Mt. Graham. A large presence on the 
mountain is likely to have a significant effect on 
this campaign and the Graham County Au- 
thorities are already getting pretty fed up with 
arresting people. Finally, there is reason to 
believe that with sufficient outcry this whole 
thing will swing our way in the end. 

BUT THE END IS NOT FAR OFF. Because of 
the damaging precedent this project sets for the 
Endangered Species Act, it is absolutely critical 
that we win the Mt. Graham Campaign, and it 
might be the most important legal issue sur- 
rounding the Endangered Species Act today. 

For up to date information call the Mt. Graham 
Hotline 24 hours a day at (602) 629-9200. 

—Erik Ryberg 


With the glare of national media coverage 
on it, the trial could bring to light the abuses of 
the FBI. The FBI, rather than these activists, 
should be on trial for violation: of constitutional 
rights and for their campaign to destroy the 
radical environmental movement. This could 
be a rare opportunity to expose a dangerous 
threat to all of us who work on behalf of our 
endangered Earth. The stakes are high. This 
trial needs all the attention it can get. 

The information number for the trial is 
(602) 776-1091. To donate for legal expenses, 
make checks out to Earth First! Legal Offense 
Fund and send them to 1385 Iron Spgs. Rd., 
Suite 213, Prescott, AZ 86301. Your fellow 
activists in Arizona need your financial, physi- 
cal and spiritual support! Come to Prescott if 
you can. There is camping in the national forest 
with easy access of the court in Prescott. 
-KAREN PICKETT 


East Fork/AMEX Update 


The radical Colorado EF! booth made an 
appearance recently — this time at the Denver 
Zoo. EF! was invited to have a booth at the Earth 
Day fair. The booth's theme was "Endangered 
Species of Colorado." 

The focus was on griz habitat and on the 
recently discovered lynx in the East Fork valley. 
Hundreds of zoo-goers signed our "Save the Lynx" 
petition and found out about American Express' 
involvement in destroying Colorado's wild places. 

We didn't sell a single T-shirt, but we did raise 
over $50 with a sign on a griz mask that said "Vote 
for me...l penny." Thanks to Marla, Mike, Dave, 
and Julie for staffing yet another radical booth 
action. 

Colorado EF! collected about 1,000 signatures 
in support of the Lynx in the East Fork valley. 
Mike presented these to the Colorado Division of 
Mildlife commissioners on May 9 to a mixed 
reaction (always quite a trip to appear before 
these folks...). 

The bottom line in their view is that the 
legislature won't allocate enough money for 
Threatened & Endangered species. This is the 
same bunch of dorks that passed a vegetable 
protection bill while killing a voter referendum 
' in support of a small tax to help "non-game" 
wildlife! 

The struggle to protect East Fork from 
American Express et.al. continues. We still need 
your help in pressuring AMEX to get out of 
Colorado's wild places. Write us (Colorado EF!, 
POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306) to help with the 
boycott... donations are appreciated! 

— Mike Stabler 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 



EA8T FORK SKI RESORT 


HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

GET YOUR AMEX BOYCOTT MATERIALS! ! 

(P.S. They're EBEEli) 

That's right, while they last, we'll mail you 
lots of stuff to aid the American Express 
boycott ... for free! (We accept donations, of 
course). Choices include: 


(Quantity) 


BOYCOTT AMERICAN EXPRESS! ! rubber 
stamps: Imprint your favorite credit 
card applications. 

"De-Business" cards: Carry in your 
wallet and hand them out to your Yuppie 
friends. They explain the boycott on 
one side with the AMEX Skull on the 
other. 


AMEX Skull agitators. 

Packet for photo-copying, 
merchants in the campaign! 


Enlist local 


COLO. EF! 


PO 1166 


BOULDER, CO 80306 


llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllltlll 
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The Palco Papers 

By Judi Bari 

Corporate millionaires are a vindictive lot. Take 
Charles Hurwitz, for example. When he's not busy 
raiding other companies, slaughtering ancient red- 
woods, or stealing the worker's pension plan, Hurwitz 
amuses himself by suing impoverished Earth Firstlers. 
Thus it came to be that Pacific Lumber, also known as 
PALCO, is suing Earth First! Activists Darryl Cherney 
and George Shook for $25,000 for the crime of sitting 
in a redwood tree. 

Darryl and George have already paid their debt to 
society for this "crime" by serving 10 days in the 
Humboldt County jail. But the lawsuit asks for addi- 
tional civil penalties. Of course Hurwitz knows that 
he'll never get any money out of Darryl or George, 
since neither of them owns a thing. The purpose of this 
lawsuit is bare-faced harassment. Such lawsuits are 
called SLAPP suits (Strategic Lawsuits Against Public 
Participation), and are a standard weapon in the arse- 
nals of destructive corporations trying to avoid public 
accountability. They are filed against people for en- 
gaging in political activities that should be protected 
by the Constitution. And, although SLAPP suits often 
fail in court, they succeed in diverting the attention 
and resources of activist groups, and in intimidating 
people from challenging the rich and powerful. 

Darryl and George first attempted to settle this suit 
out of court, but PALCO refused their generous offer to 
pay $ 100 each, and the lawsuit moved on to the Justice 
Court of Fortuna. Fortuna is a town whose national 
anthem is "I'm a Lumberjack and I'm Okay," where the 
police chief last April instructed the good citizens not 
to talk to Earth Firstlers. So Darryl and George, repre- 
sented by lawyer Mark Harris (of Redwood Summer/ 
Head Shaving Case fame) asked for a change of venue. 
And that's when the case got interesting. 

Since they needed to prove that EFlers can't get a 
fair trial in Fortuna, lawyer Mark Harris used the right 
of Discovery to request all documents Pacific Lumber 
may have relating to Cherney or Earth First! The stuff 
he got back — mostly internal company memos sent 
from public relations director David Galitz to PALCO 
president John Campbell — shows a sneering, bully 
mentality worthy of any Mississippi good old boy. 
And it shows Pacific Lumber's complicity, at least in 
the role of official cheerleading, in the violence we 
were subjected to. I'm not making up a word of this. 
These are real Pacific Lumber memos, and are available 
for inspection. 

The first memo is dated June 2 1 , 1989, shortly after 
EF! organizer Greg King was punched and knocked to 
the ground by an irate logger at a non-violent demon- 
stration in Calpella. Galitz sends this memo, along 
with a clipping from the Press Democrat, to Charles 
Hurwitz, John Campbell, and others in MAXXAM and 
PALCO management. It reads: 

SUBJECT: EARTH FIRST! 

Enclosed is an article on Cherney and King's latest 
stunt. As soon as we find the home of the fine fellow who 
decked Greg King, he has a dinner invitation at the Galitz 
residence. 

David W. Galitz 

The next memo we have is dated April 18, 1990, 
right around the time the timber companies began 
circulating false press releases claiming to be from 
unnamed Earth Firstlers saying that we intended to use 
violence against loggers and millworkers during Red- 
wood Summer. Galitz writes to John Campbell: 
SUBJECT: EARTH FIRST! 

Enclosed is a Press Democrat article on the environ- 
mentalists’ internal split over Mississippi Summer. Also 
enclosed is a flyer with the Earth First! logo, however, as 
Darryl's name is misspelled, we are not sure who put it out. 

Die other "Hike in the Woods " was handed out by a 
New York crazy. 

David W. Galitz 

Galitz' acknowledgement that this press release was 
fake since it misspelled Darryl's name is particularly 
interesting. Because despite this knowledge, PALCO 
continued to distribute the press release, through their 
public relations firm Hill & Knowlton, to city newspa- 
pers. In fact on April 25, 1990, Jane Kay of the San 
Francisco Examiner wrote an article criticizing them for 
having just distributed this "inflammatory" press re- 
lease. A few days later, columnist Robert Morse wrote, 
"Things are getting pretty wierd up there. Not only are 
the trees being clearcut, but dirty tricksters are turning 
them into fake press releases. " Darryl then approached 
both John Campbell and L-P's Shep Tucker to try and 
get them to stop the distribution of these fakes. Both 
company reps admitted to Darryl that the fakes were 
being distributed in their mills, but neither was willing 
to take any action to stop it. 

On April 23, Galitz sent another memo to John 
Campbell, this time chuckling over the death threats I 
was receiving: 

SUBJECT: EARTH FIRST! 

How attitudes can change!! When the Earth First! put 
out the "wanted poster on Charles, " one for $ 1 000 and later 
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at $5000 reward it was okay. Now Ms. Bari is upset she 
apparently has her own wanted flyer. 

David W. Galitz 

The "wanted poster on Charles" that Galitz refers 
to was an Earth First! flyer offering $ 1000 reward for his 
illegal takeover of Pacific Lumber. Quite a far cry from 
the anonymous and obviously serious death threats I 
was receiving, including the rifle scope and cross-hairs 
superimposed over my face in a photo. 

Since Galitz so enjoys seeing us threatened and 
attacked, it's not surprising that he would latch right 
on to the Sahara Club Newsletter. The Sahara Club is an 
organized hate group from Southern California that 
targets Earth First! and other environmentalists. They 
came here in person during Redwood Summer and 
gave workshops for the local Stompers on how to use 
dirty tricks against us, and they even got arrested 
planting a fake bomb in the Areata Action Center. 
Anyway, back on April 27, Galitz mailed copies of the 
Sahara Club Newsletter to Kevin Eckery of the Timber 
Association of California and Shep Tucker of L-P, with 
the following cover letter: 

Dear Kevin, 

Our Southern California sales peoplewere kind enough 
to send the enclosed. It is so good, we had to share it. I may 
join if only to enjoy the writing style. 

Best Regards, 

THE PACIFIC LUMBER COMPANY 
David W. Galitz 
Manager, Public Affairs 

Here is a sample of the "writing style" Galitz 
enjoyed so much, taken from the Sahara Club News- 
letter he was distributing last April: 

SPECIAL SAHARA CLUBBERS DIVISION! 

Die Sahara Club needs about a dozen volunteers to 
form a special division — The Sahara Clubbers! All 
Volunteers should weigh at least 200 pounds and have a 
bad attitude. Big, tall, ugly desert riders preferred. We want 
to set up a few trucks with Sahara Club stickers in "certain 
spots" and see who might be tempted to break the law. 
Naturally, the Clubbers will be expected to honor all laws, 
but if some Earth First! scum resist a citizens arrest in the 
process, it may be necessary to "subdue" them prior to 
turning them over to the authorities. If interested, contact 
us by mail. All names will be carefully checked via the off- 
road grapevine. Clubbers will be issued personalized walk- 
ing sticks about the size of baseball bats. 

This same issue of the Sahara Club Newsletter in- 
cludes a diagram of a bomb that they claim is from an 
Earth First! terrorism manual. The Sahara Club will 
send you this manual for $5. Of course, Earth First! 
never produced any such manual, and it is only avail- 
able from the Sahara Club. But by distributing it as 
ours, they accomplish a dual purpose of getting info 
out on how to construct bombs, etc., while simulta- 
neously inciting hatred against Earth First!. 

Of course PALCO execs shed no tears when I 
actually was bombed in May. May 29 found Galit 
distributing this cheery note from State Senator Jim 
Nielsen: 

TO: My Friends in the Forest 
FROM: Jim Nielsen 

The summer may be long and hot — not just due to the 
threat of fires! 

Let's hope this explosion disposes "eco-terrorists" to 
cease their destructive, life-threatening behavior. 

The PALCO papers that we have seen are probably 
incomplete. There are, for example, no memos con- 
cerning John Campbell ramming our picket line last 
August and careening down the road with Bob Serena 
plastered to his hood. I'm sure they got a belly laugh 
out of that, especially when Bob Serena went to jail and 
John Campbell went free. But even what we’ve seen 
shows an outrageous glimpse of corporate executives 
promoting and enjoying violence against Earth 
Firstlers. And I think this is just the tip of the iceburg. 

Darryl and George's dedicated (and pro bono) 
lawyer Mark Harris submitted a Brittanica-sized brief 
to show the judge why EFlers couldn't get a fair trial in 
Fortuna. It included the above memos, along with 
dozens of local newspaper articles and letters to the 
editor saying Darryl is violent, a terrorist, corrupting 
children, inhuman, ungodly, etc. It included newspa- 
per clips from last April when the city council and 
police chief of Fortuna made public anti-Earth First! 
statements, saying we were violent because Fortunans 
threw eggs at us at a demonstration. Lt included the 
bumpersticker that says "Earth Firstlers, America’s Fa- 
vorite Speed Bumps." But despite all this and more, 
Judge John L. Loomis ruled last week that he would not 
move the trial out of Fortuna. 

Darryl and George are appealing the decision, of 
course. If you would like to help with expenses, please 
send contributions to EF! Legal Defense, 106 W. 
Standley, Ukiah CA 95482. We don't know what the 
outcome of this suit will be, but so far, as a SLAPP suit, 
it has failed miserably. The info we have gotten as a 
result of this case far exceeds the hassle or intimidation 
it has caused. 


Kalmiopsis Roadless Areas 

Final Attack 

(With a "New Perspective") 

At a time when George Bush charts a "New W orld 
Order," and paves the roads of Iraq with the bodies of 
refugees, the US Forest Service, spinning out of the 
same Zeitgeist, spews out "New Perspectives, " a process 
designed to accelerate the gouging of roads and 
clearcuts into the last defacto roadless areas in our 
national forests. This program, fanfared with a color 
glossy propaganda and picture brochure, "invites 
people to become full partners in national forest man- 
agement." What this "full partership" really consists 
of, though, is the opportunity to sit in on the meetings 
of the interdisciplinary (ID) team, as they go about 
preparing the alternatives for patterning the destruc- 
tion. 

This inclusion of "publics" in the process is dubbed 
"New Alliances." It is significant that even though 
"New Perspectives” invites all interested publics to join 
the team, the timber industry, except for the initial 
meeting, has been conspicuously absent from further 
involvement. I suppose there is no need for such time 
consuming chores if we consider an exchange of let- 
ters, first revealed to the general public by the Asso- 
ciation of Forest Service Employees for Environmental 
Ethics in its publication, Inner Voice (Vol 2, No. 4, p. 14). 
The first was a general memo from USFS Chief Dale 
Robertson to forest supervisors, followed by a quali- 
fying letter from George Leonard, the Associate Chief 
of the USFS, to the Executive Vice President of 
Intermountain Forest Industry Association, James 
Riley: 

Dear Mr. Riley: 

The Forest Service is committed to full implementation 
of our forest plans. This commitment to full plan imple- 
mentation includes a commitment to offering the full 
allowable sale quantity (ASQ) during the plan period. 

In addressing the problem of what to do when “a 
conflict does develop between meeting the standards 
and guides [of the forest plan] and meeting the pro- 
jected outputs," Associate Chief Leonard is clear as to 
how the conflict will be resolved. The forest supervisor 
must: 

initiate appropriate actions to amend the forest plan 
to make sure that the projected outputs and standards and 
guides are consistent. To the extent that standards and 
guides are discretionary, i.e., not necessary to meet a 
statuatory obligation, such revision could properly be con- 
sidered changes in standards or guides. 

Nowhere in Leonard's letter is the notion even 
entertained of meeting current forest plan standards 
and guides by reducing "projected outputs.” The final 
paragraph is particularly telling: 

Jim, this issue was discussed in detail with our 
regional foresters prior to issuance of the [Chief of the Forest 
Service, Dale Robertson 's ] memo. They do not see the memo 
as relieving them of the commitment to meeting the ASQ. 

While Robertson's more public letter, addressed 
to regional foresters, had emphasized stewardship and 
had not overtly suggested modification of standards 
and guides in order to meet ASQ, he did define stew- 
ardship as "satisfying all legally specified requirements 
for protection of natural and cultural resources." He 
immediately proceeds into "our second obligation" 
which is "to practice wise use of these resources" 
[emphasis mine]. "Wise use", (coincidentallly the 
imprimature of a rabidly pro-exploitation industry PR 
group), becomes the theme, appearing a total of four 
times in the remainder of the letter, twice coupled with 
"stewardship," i.e., "stewardship and wise use." Thus 
we have a situation where the PR man Robertson 
pontificates a superficially noble-sounding resolution 
of the conflict without actually specifying that the 
agency must stick to the standards and guidelines. 
This permits the hit man, Leonard, to suggest to 
industry that preference will clearly be given to 
modification of standards and guidelines wherever 
possible in order to meet the ASQ. 

Once this is understood, it's much easier to sym- 
pathize with the frustrations felt by the staff on the ID 
teams. They are facing the onerous task of justifying 
the roading and logging of virtually every important 
de facto roadless area on the Siskiyou National 
Forest in the next two year planning period! And 
most of them don’t seem too happy with this prospect. 

I have been participating in the ID team meetings for 
the Canyon Creek project. Every meeting brings out 
two recurring frustrations. First there is a critical 
paucity of hard figures on ecosystem structure and 
function in Canyon Creek. Most discussions are based 
almost entirely on "paper data" and aerial photo 
interpretations, with “ground truthing" having been 
limited to a couple of short hikes into part of the 
project area. Virtually no studies have been performed 
concerning wildlife or sensitive plants in this area, in 
spite of the fact that it is the acknowledged reservoir of 
biodiversity for the entire Northwestl 

Even if hard data were available, the immense load 

Continued on next page 



of analyzing alternatives for nine or ten roadless areas 
in the next two years, each requiring a series of public 
input, draft EIS, public input, and final EIS, is truly 
formidable. So we begin the meeting with a discussion 
of the stress load on each person. Most express anxiety 
about a constantly increasing work load, a work load 
which contributes to the terminal attack on our re- 
maining roadless areas. I tell them of my stress that the 
world is dying because of rampant destruction of entire 
ecosystems for short term profit. And I express frus- 
tration that irrevocable choices are being pushed 
through on scant data and that those involved in the 
decisions don't know much about what is out there. 

I also push for going a step past the no-action 
alternative to one or more restoration alternatives, 
which would shut down, for logging, areas of impor- 
tant species diversity or ecological delicacy, and set in 
motion active restoration efforts. They suggest that 1 
meet with the forest supervisor. I then distribute 
copies of the last two issues of Inner Voice to the entire 
ID team. Then we go into discussion of individual 
cutting units in the planning area. After extensive 
debate it is determined that two units would blatantly 
violate statuatory requirements, and quite possibly all 
units in the Canyon Creek drainage might "present 
problems." And the debate goes on. 

Is it important for us to be involved in this planning 
process? I believe it is for several reasons. First, the 
biocentric perspective needs to be represented. Sec- 
ond, the specifics of arguments used to justify cutting 
units need to be noted. Third, many of the people on 
the staff are exceedingly dissatisfied with the status 
quo and are open to new ideas. I believe the ID team 
process is a tool for active outreach, as well as a means 
for gathering valuable information which may be of 
use in court if it comes to that. Above all, it is essential 
to keep other activists up to date on the progress of the 
land rape process. If action on the ground should be 
necessary at some future time, thorough familiarity 
with both the area and the process will help us to make 
the judgements necessary for success. Ideally, there 
should be an environmental advocate at every meet- 
ing of the ID team. 

The accompanying map portrays the gravity of 
the situation. The area between the Kalmiopsis and 
Wild Rogue wilderness areas, contained within the 
dotted line, is the long contested North Kalmiopsis 
roadless area. The numbered areas represent "inte- 
grated resource projects" in their order of appearance 
to date. Shasta Costa is the flagship for which the 
above mentioned glossy picture book was prepared. It 
is the furthest along, with the 1 3/8" thick DEIS having 
been issued in June 1990. Canyon Creek is next with 
the DEIS scheduled for June '91. West Indigo Creek is 
third, the initial newsprint tabloid having been issued 
March 25, with the DEIS scheduled for July 31, '91. 
Bisquit and Lawson Creek are in initial stages, but 
should probably issue DEISs by the end of '91. The 
process is constantly accelerating with talk being 
bandied about of developing a "fast track EIS." 

For information about Shasta Costa and Lawson 
Creek, write to Gold Beach District Ranger, 1225 S. 
Ellensburg Ave., Gold Beach, OR 97444. For West 
Indigo and Canyon Creek write to William Gasow, 
Project Leader, Siskiyou National Forest, Supervisor's 
Office, PO Box 440, Grant's Pass, OR 97526. For 
Bisquit, write District Ranger, Illinois Valley Ranger 
District, 26568 Redwood Highway, Cave Junction, OR 
97523. If you would like to comment on the overall 
process of wilderness destruction, write to the Forest 
Supervisor at the Grant's Pass address. Copies to 
Senators and Congresspeople are appropriate in this 
case. 

This accelerated attack on roadless areas is not 
limited to the Siskiyou (see Mark Gaffney's letter on p. 4 
of the Dec 21, 1990 Journal). So plug into the planning 
process on your favorite public lands. It may be your 
last chance. There will be extensive workshops and 
discussion of this problem at the Northwest Regional 
Rendezvous June 26-July 1 here in the Siskiyous. Hope 
to see you there. 



Direct Action For Appropriate Technology 


presented at the Radical Environmentalism 
Conference, Santa Barbara, California, March 
3-5, 1991, by Kelpie Willsin 

Hello. A friend of mine wanted to know if my talk 
today would be about useful gadgets for monkey 
wrenching, that is, appropriate technology for direct 
action. Well, I did bring along a few of my favorites to 
share with you; for example, wheatpaste. Through 
liberal application to billboards, wheatpaste is the 
simplest and least expensive means of subverting the 
industrial propaganda machine to our own ends. 
Superglue, though a little more high-tech, is an elegant 
solution to the problem of shutting down both big 
yellow machines and corporate offices. I'm also a great 
admirer of the humble carabiner. With its high 
strength and light weight, we can safely suspend both 
banner hangers and treesitters. But for absolute ap- 
propriateness, nothing beats the mother herself. Let me 
refer you to Ecodefense for the effectiveness of a little 
dirt in the oil system of a bulldozer. 

What I'm really here to talk about is direct action 
for appropriate technology. I am an engineer. Yes, I 
have a degree in Science. I went into engineering be- 
cause I wanted to see if technology had any answers to 
the mess we are in. So I got my degree in mechanical 
engineering, and BS in hand, I went out looking for 
jobs in "alternative energy." I wound up working for 
a small R&D firm that wanted to develop an alternative 
refrigerator that did not use CFC's. My first task was to 
write grant proposals to the Department of Energy for 
funding. A cinch, I thought, this was in 1988 after the 
first big ozone hole scare. But the DOE had other 
priorities. We got funding all right, but it was to 
develop cryocoolers, which are extremely low tem- 
perature refrigerators of no use for domestic refrigera- 
tion. Cryocoolers are used to cool infrared sensors for 
the Star Wars program. That was when I realized that 
if scientists want to do anything decent with our 
knowledge, we must become activists as well because 
the scientific establishment is completely entrenched 
in an outmoded and destructive way of thinking. 

ENGINEERS 

The in iustrial revolution has engendered an ex- 
pectation of ever increasing wealth, at least on the part 
of its first world beneficiaries. Science is the cornuco- 
pia, the magic bowl from fairytales that never empties. 
Cornucopian theory is confident that Science will 
always find a way. When I was an engineering student, 
our student club brought a certain professor Leinhardt 
to speak. Professor Leinhardt had a really nifty little 
theory. He showed us an exponentially increasing 
curve representing the rate of new scientific discov- 
eries. The increase started just before the industrial 
revolution and really shot up after World War II. 
Leinhardt could see no ostensible reason why new 
discoveries should not build on each other and sustain 
an ever increasing rate of growth, bringing progress 
and an American way of life to every person living on 
the globe. What Leinhardt did not show us were the 
corresponding curves of exponentially increasing re- 
source depletion, pollution and population growth. 

The truth is that new scientific discoveries at an 
exponential rate are absolutely necessary in order to 
forestall a backslide. In fact, we have passed the peak 
and we are rapidly sliding into min. Even now, 
technology benefits only a few. World wide, standards 
of living are declining. Even in the industrialized west, 
standard of living for the majority has declined since 
the peak level attained in the 1960's. 

People like professor Leinhardt come up with 
their cheerful little theories and trot them out before 
bright-eyed young engineering students to inspire us 
with the infallibility of our chosen profession. Engi- 
neers and scientists are not benevolent, impartial 
bringers of bounty to all humankind. They are Profes- 
sionals, and just like the so-called first professionals, 
they are whores for the rich men who control the 
industrialized world. Not only that, but they are 
among the first to scream when their client's wealth is 
affected. I came across a letter in the American Society 
of Mechanical Engineers magazine from an enraged 
engineer about global warming and ozone depletion — 
"those environmentalists are just chicken littles," he 
said, "squawking about the sky falling down." 

Well if environmentalists are chicken littles, engi- 
neers are ostriches! Now I don't want to criticize 
ostriches, there are probably good adaptive reasons for 
them to stick their heads in the ground, if indeed they 
really do that, but there are no adaptive reasons for 
what the engineering profession does. They choose to 
ignore their own scientific laws. Engineering practice 
consistently disregards the laws of thermodynamics in 
two fundamental ways. First, all economic and hence 
engineering activity occurs in a closed system. That is, 
there are no new inputs of oil, coal or mineral deposits. 
Yet industrial systems are designed as if there were 
unlimited sources of raw materials and unlimited sinks 
for pollution and waste. 


You've probably heard that figure about the ineq- 
uity of energy use in the world: Americans who are 6% 
of the population use 33% of the energy. Shameful, 
but here is an incredibly more shameful fact. Net 
primary production is the energy that green plants 
bind into organic molecules in the process of photo- 
synthesis, minus the energy the plants use for their 
own life. Humans now use directly as food or fuel, 
more than 3 % of global NPP, a lot for one out of 10 
million species, but even worse than that, we coopt or 
destroy a total of 40%. In other words, we completely 
appropriate 40% of the earth's habitat for ourselves. 
How much of the net primary production do bears use, 
wolves, or deer? All the wild mammals put together? 
There are fewer than 100,000 wolves left in the entire 
world. We are literally displacing the animals. 

Not only are we tearing away the natural life 
support system, but the industrial support systems we 
have set up are failing. Let's take a quick look at the 
state of three of those systems; agriculture, forestry and 
oil. A lot of this information can be found in the 
Worldwatch Institute's State of the World reports. 

Although grain output is still rising by a small 
amount, because of population growth, per capita 
grain production has declined each year since 1984. 
And it's not likely that food production will continue 
to rise, in fact it may very well fall. Environmental 
degradation is the reason. Number one is soil erosion. 
Each year 24 billion tons of topsoil are lost. In twenty 
years that would equal the total amount of topsoil on 
US cropland. Deforestation and floods, air pollution, 
acid rain, salinity from irrigation, exposure to in- 
creased ultraviolet radiation due to ozone depletion 
and climate change from the greenhouse effect are all 
attacking agricultural productivity. We can see almost 
all of these problems right here in California. 

The UN estimates the total "reserve" of standing 
timber on the planet is 1 1.6 trillion board feet. 26% is 
in the USSR, 14% is in Brazil and 6% is in the US. An 
area of tropical forest the size of Honduras is destroyed 
every year. At that rate, most of it will be gone in 25- 
30 years. The boreal forests of the north like those in 
the USSR are doubly threatened by the impending 
global warming and the new policy of Perestroika. 
Louisiana Pacific and Georgia Pacific have been nego- 
tiating deals for Siberian timber. They plan to import 
the timber to their mills in California and Mexico. In 
the US we are losing an acre of trees every 5 seconds. At 
that rate there won't be a mature tree left standing in 
50 years. That's already the case in Mendocino county 
where L-P and G-P have stripped the hills bare. That's 
why they want to import Siberian timber. Last year's 
Forests Forever initiative was drafted by Mendocino 
and Humboldt county residents who are experiencing 
the impact of corporate deforestation. 

Of course it's all based on oil. As a friend once 
remarked to me, "they won't stop cutting down trees 
until they run out of oil." Except for a huge pool of oil 
underlying the Middle East, the cheapest oil and gas 
are already gone. Oil and gas will have to come 
increasingly from smaller and more dispersed fields, 
from off-shore and Arctic environments. And we 
know what that will do to those environments. And to 
what purpose? A study by the Complex Systems 
Research Center at the University of New Hampshire 
found that sometime between 1995 and 2005, the US 
will be using more energy to explore for new oil and gas 
than the wells will produce. 

There are things we can do in the way of conser- 
vation. The US could save all the oil imported from 
Iraq and Kuwait by increasing fuel efficiency 3 mpg. 
The technology exists today’ to increase automobile 
fuel efficiency 7 to lOOmpg. The only impediment is the 
auto industry's desire to avoid the cost of retooling 
factories. 

ENERGY 

But eventually, the oil will all be gone. I’d like to 
look at two alternative visions for the energy future. 
One is the establishment policy which is not a vision 
but rather a myopic blur, and the other is a view 
emerging from the alternative technology commu- 
nity. 

About 2 years ago, energy secretary 7 James Watkins 
announced that finally the government was going to 
develop a National Energy 7 Strategy. Input from broad 
segments of society was solicited and it was over- 
whelmingly in favor of a strong energy conservation 
policy. Sununu and others in the Bush administration 
have succeeded in gutting most of the conservation 
measures in the final plan, forcing the energy depart- 
ment to disregard the extensive public input. The 
Sununu gang actually proposes to roll back car mileage 
standards in some cases. The plan calls for few, if any 
sacrifices in consumption by Americans. Mass transit 
is not even mentioned though half of all oil is used in 
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Protecting Coastal Sage Scrub Habitat 


By Quercus 

September 22, 1990 is a day Southern Cali- 
fornia developers wish never happened. This was 
the day petitions to list the California gnat- 
catcher and the San Diego cactus wren as En- 
dangered were received by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), thus beginning the 
two year listing process. The San Diego cactus 
wren petition demanded immediate Emergency 
Endangered protection because a mere 400 birds 
are all that remain. Both species are dependent 
on and are indicators of the health of one of 
Southern California's rarest ecosystems: coastal 
sage scrub. Petitions to list these species were 
submitted by the San Diego Biodiversity Project 
in cooperation with several pissed off local bi- 
ologists, with a lot of the footwork completed by 
a couple of Earth Firstlers. That was last year, and 
now things are warming up... 

It's been known since 1980 that coastal sage 
scrub habitat in Southern California and adjacent 
Baja California was destined to disappear within 
20 years due to a burgeoning population building 
more pink tract housing and speedy-marts in the 
hills, canyons, and mesas of an area that at one 
time was a paradise. Coastal sage scrub, domi- 
nated by summer drought-deciduous and aro- 
matic shrubs, was once the most common coastal 
habitat up to thirty miles inland in the Southern 
California counties of Ventura, LA, Orange, and 
San Diego, and in the Mexican state of Baja 
California Norte from the border to Ensenada. 
Rampant growth and agriculture is the pre- 
dominant use of this land in both countries. 
USFWS has been making noises for at least four 
years about looking for a group to get these birds 
listed, yet no one stepped forward. The San Diego 
Biodiversity Project, a radical coalition of eco- 
freaks and local biologists, spent several months 
prior to September gathering information and 
conducting surveys on the California gnatcatcher 
in an effort to present an informed listing pro- 
posal. In December of 1990, Dr. Jon Atwood — 
probably THE expert on the California gnatcatcher 
— and the Manomet Bird Observatory in Massa- 
chusetts also petitioned for the Emergency En- 
dangered listing of this bird. Apparently their 
petition had been in the works for about a year, 
and they were surprised by ours. 

Coastal sage scrub is dominated by only a 
few species of shrubs. The more common are 
California sagebrush ( artemisia califomica), flat- 
topped buckwheat ( eryogonum fasciculatum), white 
sage (salvia apiana), and sometimes laurel sumac 


(; malosma laurina). Many other common shrubs 
are associated with this habitat when it blends 
with other chaparral communities. In April or 
May native wildflowers explode into color be- 
tween the flourescent greenery of low-lying 
shrubs. This is the time of year when sage brush 
is producing its resins, causing its distinctive 
scent to overwhelm the nostrils of passers by. 
Coastal sage scrub grows in areas that receive 
between 9 and 1 5 inches of rainfall a year, and the 
lack of re-sprouting species indicates that it is less 
tolerant of fire than its thick, mixed chaparral 
neighbors. Frequent fires caused by nearby hu- 
man habitation is a serious threat. In fact, in 
many areas fire has gone through every year or 
two leaving virtually no ground cover and dras- 
tically reducing species diversity. California 
gnatcatchers and S.D. cactus wrens are always 
absent from disturbed coastal sage scrub, unless it 
is the only remaining semi-natural habitat in 
areas su-rounded by humans (such as in parks). 
Extensive tracts of coastal sage scrub remain in 
remote regions of Baja, San Diego, Orange, and 
LA counties (the Santa Monica Mountains), with 
isolated island patches remaining in Riverside 
and San Bernardino Counties. Although some 
coastal sage scrub is still found in Ventura County, 
gnatcatchers have all but disappeared. 

Even prior to the petitioning of the USFWS 
for the listing of the California gnatcatcher, the 
Building Industry Association (BIA) had lobbied 
local congressmen and senators to demand that 
the Department of the Interior NOT list this 
species. The gnatcatcher has taken most of the 
heat in this campaign because cactus wren 
populations are extremely localized, and don't 
really threaten big money (although its listing as 
Endangered will shut down the expansion of 
many citrus and avocado groves). We are con- 
vinced that the gnatcatcher will be listed, but due 
to the tremendous lobbying power wielded by 
the BIA, it will not be granted Emergency pro- 
tection without public outcry. Full page ads have 
been placed in major Southern California news- 
papers by large scale developers decrying the 
potential listing of this "little grey bird." Of 
course the point they emphasize is the loss by the 
single lot owner dreaming of a retirement home, 
not their own loss of millions of dollars in profits. 
Also touted by developers is the "fact" that they 
protected over 23,000 acres of coastal sage scrub 
habitat in Orange County alone through the 
development permitting process. Even where 


they set aside such acreage, it was usually in the 
form of tiny five to thirty acre islands surrounded 
by houses, parks, or roads. Several studies (in- 
cluding a famous study by Michael Soule, "Rapid 
Extinctions of Chaparral Requiring Birds in Urban 
Habitat Islands") have clearly demonstrated that 
many native species of birds, mammals, insects, 
etc. disappear from habitat islands. But develop- 
ers aren't interested in science. 

In Orange County, the issue of listing the 
California gnatcatcher as Endangered is already 
as hot as was the proposed listing of the spotted 
owl in Cave Junction, Oregon in 1989. Until May 
1991 there was no organized conservation front 
to dispel the myths spread by the developers. 

On May 14th, in downtown LA, the first 
coastal sage scrub Earth First! demonstration was 
held at a BIA convention in an effort to get some 
real facts out on this issue. Four EFlers held the 
standard "Developers go Build in Hell" banner 
and stood quietly greeting the smirking suits as 
they entered the hotel. The next day a conference 
of many Southern California biologists and en- 
vironmental groups was held near Irvine to work 
out a game plan, with our first goal being the 
protection of all remaining coastal sage scrub 
habitat. Eighty- five percent of it has already been 
developed, so the mood of the conference was 
NO COMPROMISE.. .NOT ONE MORE ACRE! The 
coalition name chosen was Endangered Habitats 
League, and grants are now being pursued to 
fund the full time position of coastal sage scrub 
activist. 

What you can do: For the gnatcatcher to be 
listed as Emergency Endangered, your help is 
needed. Write William Martin, Regional Direc- 
tor, USFWS, 911 N.E. 11th Ave., Portland, OR 
97232, and demand that the California gnat- 
catcher and San Diego cactus wren be listed as 
Emergency Endangered.^ Also, demand that all 
other Southern California Candidate 1 and 2 
species be listed immediately. Anyone reading 
this article and living in Southern California, 
please demonstrate your displeasure with the 
building industry's lies by intervening in the 
destruction of coastal sage scrub in your county. 
The sooner this happens, the sooner these species 
may be granted Emergency protection . The Earth 
First! Direct Action Fund has graciously allocated 
money towards Southern California actions. Call 
your local EF! contact for more information on 
possible actions, or do your own. JUST DO IT! 



Legal Defense of Grizzly Bear Habitat 


In response to the failure of 
federal and state agencies to protect 
the habitat of the threatened grizzly 
bear ( Ursus arctos Horribilis ) in the 
contiguous United States, endan- 
gered species activist Jasper Carlton 
has formally petitioned the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to designate 
critical habitat for the grizzly bear in 
the Northern Continental Divide, 
Greater Yellowstone, Selkirk, and 
Cabinet- Yaak ecosystems. 

A parallel petition was also filed 
by Carlton to reclassify grizzly bears 
in the Cabinet-Yaak, Selkirk, and 
North Cascades Ecosystems as En- 
dangered. There is little or no dis- 
pute in the scientific community 
that the grizzly bear is, in fact, seri- 
ously biologically endangered in 
these ecosystems. Since the Colville, 
Idaho Panhandle, Kootenai, and 
Flathead National Forests that make 
up most of these border ecosystems 
continue to fragment and degrade 
grizzly bear habitat, it is essential 
that the legal status of bears in these 
areas reflects their accurate biologi- 


cal status, providing these bears with 
the necessary full protection of the 
ESA. 

Both petitions have been ac- 
cepted by the Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice and a decision on whether these 
requested actions are warranted is 
expected soon. Carlton considers 
the government decision on both 
petitions to be subject to judicial 
review. 

If substantive changes to better 
protect grizzly bear habitat are not 
made in the Final Revised Grizzly 
Bear Recovery Plan to be released 
this summer, Carlton, along with 
other grassroots activists, plan on 
initiating a broad-based legal chal- 
lenge of the entire grizzly bear re- 
covery program. 

Financial support is needed to 
support these legal efforts on behalf 
of the Threatened grizzly bear and 
its habitat. Please send contribu- 
tions to the Biodiversity Legal Foun- 
dation, POB 18327, Boulder, CO 
80308. 
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EF! England 
Blockades 
Nuke Plant 

On the fifth anniversary of the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster, Earth First! activists from Sus- 
sex and London blocked the entrance to 
Dungeness nuclear power station, stopping traffic 
for 90 minutes. There were no arrests among the 
thirty EFIers. 

EF! is campaigning for the immediate de- 
commissioning of the two Dungeness power 
stations, which have suffered numerous leaks, 
shutdowns and other accidents since their in- 
ception. However, Nuclear Electric has recently 
proposed to extend the life of two reactors in 
one of the power stations by fifteen years. This 
would extend the operating time to double the 
designed lifespan of the reactors. 

Furthermore, nuclear power is not the only 
threat to the fragile ecology of the Dungeness 
area on the Kent coast. The Dungeness shingle 
bank is the best example of a cuspate foreland in 
the world. It is home to over 600 species of flora 
and fauna, some of which are rare. The area is 
recognized as a grade 1 Site of Special Scientific 


Interest. 

Despite this, the activities of the Ministry of 
Defence at Lydd Ranges and Aggregate Mining 
Operations continue to destroy the unique eco- 
system of Dungeness. Earth First! is planning a 
summer action camp for the area to expose and 


oppose the destructive activities of the power 
beasts that look to destroy it. 

For more information, contact Earth First! 
(England), c/o 107 Manor Road, Hastings, 
East Sussex, TN34 3LP, or Jake at (0424) 
444048. 


Earth First! Blockades Malaysian High Commission 

BYjAKEjAGOFF Vn&'F' 


The Security guard was plainly 
troubled. He rattled the chain that 
went around Petra's neck, then the gate 
of the Embassy one more time (hoping 
it would fall off?). He sighed and 
looked around. Having decided I was 
"the Leader" (uncontrolled action be- 
ing their greatest nightmare) he took 
me aside and asked if I realized we had 
locked the Malaysian High Commis- 
sioner inside his compound. 

"We're here in solidarity with the 
Dayak people of Malaysian Borneo — " 
he cut me off. He could understand all 
that, BUT, no one could get in or out. 
People waiting for appointments had 
retreated to the shade of nearby trees 
(Petra had offered to give them a boost 
over the fence), the postal truck was 
going to come back later, faces were 
peering out from the Embassy. 

"Look, you could unchain your- 
self, then rechain just on one gate: then 
the cars could still get in and out." He 
then added hopefully, "You'll still get 
good photos." I explained it again. He 
scratched his head, walked away from 
me, had a chat with his radio, came 
back for one last try. "Normally they 
stand on the other side of the road and 
wave a few banners." He could see it 
was going to be one of those days. ..He 
walked to the far gate. It was shut 
down as well. The guards stood 
around, shuffling. 

Finally it dawned on him: "You 
people aren't from RAG, are you?" 

By the grace of Gaia, seven 
Earth Firstlers (hereafter known as 
the Magnificent Seven) pounced on 
the Malaysian Embassy in Canberra 
on April 5, intent on making the 
High Commissioner reach for the 


valium, ganja and whatever else he 
uses to keep himself High. As the 
spotlight of Prime News and the 
Canberra Times recorded the Iron 
Two of the Magnificent Seven 
chaining themselves to the en- 
trances of the Embassy, Malaysia's 
top government official in Australia 
cowered in his office. 

EF!'s aim, aside from ruffling 
the High Commissioner's feathers, 
was to bring home the_ieality of 
ongoing hlockadps ffiDay ak tribes 
in Sarawak to Malaysian and Austra- 
lian politicos in Canberra. Mission 
accomplished! Though the Iron 
Two were cut off within a half-hour, 
the protest continued as local 
Canberrans started appearing from 
out of the woodwork. By mid-after- 
noon, over 25 people had joined the 
Magnificent Seven and demanded 
to speak with the High Commis- 
sioner so they could present him 
with statements signed by members 
of indigenous Dayak tribes. Being 
the clever coward that he is, the 
royal bozo declined and sent a peon 
to accept the statement while dis- 
missing the protesters as "not very 
clever" and as being ignorant of the 
Malaysia forestry practices (i.e. cut 
it until there ain't nothing left). 

Well your Highness, you're 
correct in assuming that we're not 
very clever nor are we so-called for- 
estry experts. We are, however, very 
clear and actively committed to the 
struggles of indigenous peoples and 
ecosystems in Sarawak and 
throughout the world. One simply 
cannot separate the issue of 
rainforest destruction from the is- 
sue of cultured extinction. The two 


go hand in hand and, as such, re- 
quire activists engaged in these is- 
sues to go beyond letter writing 
campaigns and political posturing 
via suit-and-tie environmentalists. 
This is War! It's time to scare the 
shit out of the Malaysian and 
Sarawak governments, the Japanese 
timber beasts and the New World 
Disorder. 

As my friend Bikini Eddy is 
fond of saying, "You pe-po suck!," 
and while misanthropy has run 
roughshod over my liberal tenden- 
cies too, I find hope for the species 
Homo Shitticus largely through 
tribal peoples like the Dayaks in 
Sarawak. They give me courage, 
they give me insight, and most im- 
portantly, they give me a model of 
how we all should be relating to this 
incredible blue-green planet. Now 
that intensive commercial logging 
has begun atop the Bario Plateau, 
literally the last refuge for the Penan 
tribe, it's time for activists all over 
Australia, all over the Asian-Pacific, 
and all over the world to join to- 
gether for a last-ditch effort to bring 
Malaysian government officials 
and Japanese companies to their 
senses, if indeed they have any. It's 
now or never folks. 

Declaring war on governments 
when you're pledged to non-vio- 
lence towards all living things is a 
bit like driving a car with handcuffs 
around your back. Nonetheless, 
drive we must. Earth First! is urg- 
ing — no, prodding — people to act 
in solidarity with the Dayaks of 
Sarawak by sacrificing time, money, 
energy, your job, your government 
and perhaps, depending on how 


heavy the powers/profits-that-be 
get, your life. Camp outside a Ma- 
laysian or Japanese consulate or 
embassy to draw attention to the 
situation in Sarawak; barge in on a 
corporate honcho from Mitsubishi, 
Mitsui, Sanwa, Sumitomo Forestry, 
Marubeni or the Dai Ichi Kangyo 
Bank Group, who are all making big 
bucks from the export of raw logs 
from Sarawak; blockade a timber 
ship bound for a beast port; and 
most effective of all, organize an 
action group to go to Sarawak to 
participate in civil disobedience, 
monkeywrenching, egg throwing, 
etc. Please though, do something 
more than write a letter — this 
campaign is beyond that stage. 

The plight of tribal peoples and 
primary rainforests in Sarawak is a 
microcosm of what's happening 
throughout the world. It provides a 
window for the world to see how 
our capitalist, centralized system is 
currently dismembering the Earth's 
forests and the small percentage of 
people who are living in harmony 
with the planet. While it's too late 
for many forests and indigenous 
peoples thanks to those holier- 
than-thou human values, GREED 
and POWER, let's demand that the 
Malaysians respect the customary 
land rights of all Dayak peoples (a 
40,000 year connection) which will 
ensure the preservation of the 
rainforests of Sarawak. If you're 
fired up and want to get involved 
with upcoming actions here in Aus- 
tralia or in Sarawak, contact myself 
or Canopy care of Melbourne EF! 
STAND UP AND FIGHT! 
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Colorado Sacrifices 
Wilderness 



Conservationists' Wilderness Proposal 
for Colorado 
National Forest Lands 
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34. Weminuche Additions 8.650 acres 

35. Piedra (Weminuche Addition) ...... 63.840 acres 

36. Montezuma Peak (South San Juan AddKIon)... 13.000 acres 

37. V-Rock (South San Juan Addition) 19,800 acres 


By Michael Robinson 

In a spasm of current legisla- 
tion, Colorado's congressional del- 
egation seems finally ready, after 
eleven years, to pass a Colorado 
national forest wilderness bill. In 
the process, seven men and one 
woman are poising themselves to 
sacrifice a minimum of two million 
acres of wilderness (probably more) 
and gut the integrity of the 1964 
Wilderness Act by setting a prece- 
dent denying new Wilderness areas 
federally reserved water rights — the 
right of streams to flow. 

Colorado has only a little more 
than two and a half million acres of 
designated wilderness, almost all 
on national forest land, and much 
of it rocks and ice, ecologically in- 
complete. But in 1980, when the 
last wilderness bill was passed, over 
four and a half million acres were 
"released" for multiple abuse. 
Three years ago Dave Foreman and 
Howie Wolke listed over 2.3 million 
acres of unprotected national forest 
wilderness in The Big Outside, but 
that was only in areas where total 
wild acreage exceeded blocks of 

100.000 acres. Smaller segments of 
valuable wildlands abound as well. 
Even assuming that some of the 
information in The Big Outside is 
out of date, probably at least two 
and a half million acres of national 
forest land still remain wild in the 
state. 

In the early '80s, the Colorado 
Environmental Coalition (CEC) 
proposed 1.2 million acres for wil- 
derness designation out of the four 
and a half million acres that had 
been "released." Ex-Sen. Gary Hart 
and current Sen. Tim Wirth were 
amenable to protecting at least 

750.000 acres of that, but ex-Sen. 
Bill Armstrong wasn't. A few years 
ago, when a federal judge in Colo- 
rado ruled that designated wilder- 
nesses were entitled to sufficient 
water to protect the purposes for 
which they were established, 
Armstrong decided to use this as a 
pretext to block any further wil- 
derness bill that did not explicitly 
repeal that court ruling. His suc- 
cessor, Sen. Hank Brown, who has 
hired Armstrong's anti-wilderness 
staff, has also taken up Armstrong's 
crusade. 

This Spring CEC enlarged its 
wilderness proposal by about 

400.000 acres. These additions are 
areas accidentally missed in the old 
proposal, but also represent a new 
and encouraging emphasis on low 
elevation habitat and biological di- 
versity. Nevertheless, the 1.6 mil- 
lion acres, which exclude some 
undeveloped private mining claims 
under public land as well as 
unmaintained vehicle "ways," are 
still insufficient and sacrifice too 
much. It seems now, however, that 
a final bill will be less than half of 
CEC's proposal! 

Sen. Wirth, the wilderness 
champion (relatively speaking) of 
the state, is in very real danger of 
being unseated next year by Re- 
publican state senator Terry 
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Constadine, a savvy and populist 
anti-wilderness politician. Since 
the possibility of leaving the bill to 
Brown and Constadine would be a 
major disaster, Wirth decided to 
settle with Brown while he still can. 
In the negotiations, Brown gave 
Wirth the choice of giving up water 
rights or accepting "hard release" 
language that would have required 
the Forest Service to destroy all 
roadless areas not designated wil- 
derness. Wirth accepted this awful 
dilemma and chose to give up the 
guarantee that water could flow in 
Wilderness areas. Given that the 
acreage is less than Wirth's previous 
compromise, it is obvious he got 
nothing in return. 

The Wirth-Brown bill, virtually 
assured passage in the Senate, des- 
ignates only 641,000 acres as wil- 
derness — around 100,000 fewer 
acres than the compromise Wirth 
offered Armstrong last year (see EF! 
Journal 8/1/90). Almost all the ar- 
eas proposed for wilderness are 
headwaters areas, above likely di- 
version sites. For the one significant 
exception, the Piedra, special legis- 
lative language was inserted speci- 
fying that the federal government 
does not need water rights in order 
to adequately protect the area's 
ecology, a blatant falsehood, and 
one that could lead to disaster on 
the Piedra River. Additionally, the 
bill denies all new areas federally 
reserved water rights, which could 
lead to major expansions and new 
uses for existing minor irrigation 
ditches inside wildernesses. For ex- 
ample, a major metropolitan area 
on Colorado's Front Range could 
buy up a West Slope rancher's water 
rights and ditch system and replace 
the ditch with a tunnel sucking en- 
tire stream flows underneath the 
Continental Divide to irrigate Ken- 
tucky blue grass lawns. Such facili- 
ties already exist; now we could 
have them in Wilderness areas. As if 
that wasn't bad enough, the bill 
reaffirms the legality of current di- 
versions from upstream of the exist- 
ing Platte River Wilderness area by 
stating that they are not harming 
the wilderness. This amends inter- 
pretations of a past wilderness bill 
to provide an additional (and, un- 
fortunately, unneeded) legal ratio- 
nale for draining the Platte River 
Wilderness. The water language in 
this bill, if it passes, will give foes of 
wilderness ammunition to obtain 
similar concessions in future wil- 
derness bills throughout the na- 
tion. 

There is, however, a chance to 
amend this bill in the House of 
Representatives, where Rep. Ben 
Nighthorse Campbell is sponsoring 
legislation identical with the Senate 
bill. Rep. David Skaggs has said he 
will try to restore water rights in the 
House as well as bring the area up to 
around 800,000 acres (plus desig- 
nating most of Rocky Mountain Na- 
tional Park as Wilderness). Two 
other Colorado Representatives, 
Wayne Allard and Dan Schaefer, 


have introduced their own anti-wil- 
derness bill of only 471,000 na- 
tional forest acres and no water 
rights, so the House could still be a 
toss-up. It is vital to tell Rep. George 
Miller, the new, pro-wilderness 
chair of the House Interior Com- 
mittee, that wilderness without fed- 
erally reserved water rights is not 
wilderness. Water rights must be 
restored. Furthermore, the CEC 1.6 
million acre proposal is already too 
low, but 641,000 acres is simple 
ecocide. Following are a few of the 
omitted areas that are crucial to 
ecological integrity and must be re- 
stored to the bill (acreage for the 
Wirth/Brown bill is italicized in pa- 
rentheses). Please include as many 
of these as possible in your letter, 
since mention of specific areas 
greatly helps getting them restored 
to the bill: 

•The Piedra roadless area in the 
San Juans, including the area pro- 
posed for the Sandbench timber 
sale this summer and the crucial 
connecting corridor to the 
Weminuche Wilderness, omitted 
in the Senate bill. In 1988 the low 
elevation old growth Piedra was 

114.000 acres; today CEC is only 
asking for 64,000 acres (W/B — 
50,100). 

• Montezuma Peak/Clam- 
shell/Blanco addition to the South 
San Juan Wilderness. This approxi- 
mately 30,000-acre area loops 
around the entire West end of the 
South San Juan Wilderness, from 
north to south. It is habitat for lynx 
and possibly grizzlies, and includes 
part of the land proposed for the 
infamous East Fork ski resort. Note 
that CEC is only asking for 13,000 
acres of wilderness, to allow East 
Fork to proceed (W/B — around 

12.000 acres, conjoined in acreage 
with the proposed V-Rock Trail addi- 
tion to the South San Juan Wilderness). 

•V-Rock addition to the South 
San Juan Wilderness. This approxi- 
mately 30,000-acre area is near 


where the last handful of grizzlies in 
Colorado probably lives, but the 
compromise omits the crucial 
Southern extension ( W/B — around 

7,000 acres, conjoined with the pro- 
posed Montezuma Peak addition to the 
South San Juan Wilderness). 

-•Chama Basin addition to the 
South San Juan Wilderness. This 
23,600-acre roadless area is sepa- 
rated from the Cruces Basin Wilder- 
ness in New Mexico by a minor 
paved highway and narrow gauge 
railroad. In the mid-1980s there 
were several unconfirmed grizzly 
sightings near here. Last fall a cow- 
boy on the private land between 
here and the V-Rock roadless area 
says he saw a grizzly with two year- ■ 
ling cubs (W/B— zero). 

•Hermosa Creek (73,600 acres) 
and Snow Mesa (39,320 acres) in 
the San Juans. Both of these contain 
low elevation forest and are around 
half the size they were during RARE 
II (W/B — zero). 

•The San Miguel Peak roadless 
area is 42,240 acres lodged between 
Hermosa Creek and the rocks and 
ice of Lizard Head Wilderness (W/ 
B — zero). 

• Pole Creek Mountain/ 
Carson Peak. This is a 69,000-acre 
(including some BLM land) area 
separated from the Weminuche. 
Wilderness by a dirt road (W/B — 
zero). 

•The entire 256,000-acre 
Sangre de Cristo roadless area. The 
Senate bill divides this into several 
segments to permit ORVs to drive 
through and new water facilities to 
be built (W/B— 207,330 acres). 

•Ute Creek on the 
Uncompahgre Plateau, which has 
no designated wilderness, 43,300 
acres (W/B — zero). 

•Roubideau, 36,000 acres and 
the longest remaining roadless can- 
yon on the Uncompahgre Plateau. 
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Montana Slaughters Grizzlies 

Hunting Season Challenged 


By Philip R. Knight 

On May 21, 1991, attorneys for Jasper 
Carlton, The Fund for Animals, and the Swan 
View Coalition filed a 60 day formal notice of 
intent to file suit against the Montana Fish and 
Game Commission (MFGC) and the Montana 
Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and peti- 
tioned the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
for enforcement of the Endangered Species Act. 
The petition asked that criminal and civil penalties 
be applied against the Department and Commis- 
sion. The attorneys also requested that the USFWS 
immediately terminate its Section 6 cooperative 
agreement with the State of Montana and with- 
hold all federal funds appropriated through its 
provisions. 

Unbeknownst to most Americans, Grizzly 
Bears have been hunted in Montana for 
years. This annual hunt, usually held in the fall, 
has been controversial since its inception and is 
considered by many to be a threat to the Bear . 
But not since 1975, when the Grizzly was listed as 
a Threatened species, have Montana Grizzlies 
been hunted in the spring. Until this year, that 
is. Late this winter the Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MDFWP), under the 
directorship of K.L. "Mr. Cool" Cool, made the 
irrational decision to hold a Grizzly hunt from 
April 1 to May 4. Cool recently said "It's Montana's 
bear. America is trying to tell us how to manage 
it from Washington, DC, and they don't know 
how." 1 The State of Montana has long resented 
the federal listing of the bear as a Threatened 
species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), 
and would rather be able to dictate the bruins' 
fate without federal intervention. Indeed, if 
Cool's comments are any indication, the spring 
hunt appears to be an effort to wrest control of 
the Bear from the federal government, despite 
the Grizzly's federally protected status. And the 
USFWS, if left to its own devices, would probably 
let it happen. 

Cool claims the hunt is "biologically justi- 
fied" because the bears killed by hunters tend to 
be "problem" bears which would end up getting 
relocated or killed anyway. 2 The assumption 
that they would become problem bears lacks 
basis. These Grizzlies are some of the healthiest 
bears in the continental US. The Rocky Mountain 
Front in Montana is the only place left where 
Grizzlies, once mainly a plains animal, still roam 
the Great Plains. 

Cool also claimed that if one female, two 
males or three bears total were killed early in the 
season, the State would consider a "quota" of its 
own to have been met, and perhaps end the hunt. 
If five or more bears were killed in the spring 
hunt, Cool said, there would probably not be a 
fall hunt. 3 These alleged "quotas" did not emerge 
until the hunting season was almost over and 
after considerable controversy over the hunt had 
been generated. Indeed, two males were killed 
early in the season, yet the hunt continued. In 
fact, regulations issued on March 8 by the MFGC 
state that if a subquota of two female bears was 
reached, the hunt would be shut down. No other 
quotas were mentioned. Indications early in the 
hunt were that the State wanted to kill fourteen 
bears, the maximum allowable known annual 
mortality for the entire Northern Continental 
Divide Ecosystem (NCDE). Fifty hunting permits 
were issued, a large number for such a small 
quota. An unusually stormy April, which kept 
bears in their dens and hunters at home, may be 
the only reason just three bears were killed. There 
was every possibility that fourteen bears could 
have died in this hunt. The State gave no im- 
pression to the contrary until Cool's statement 
on May 1. 

The annual quota of fourteen bear deaths in 
the NCDE includes all known deaths from 
whatever cause. In recent years so many bears 
have died due to poaching, train deaths, accidental 
kills, and "control actions" by federal wardens 
that the fall hunting season has been almost 


nonexistent. There have simply been no bears 
left to legally kill. 

It was the possibility of a large kill in the spring 
that brought The Fund for Animals, Carlton and 
SVC into the fray in an attempt to stop the hunt 
through a legal challenge. The Fund and other 
bear activists first caught wind of the hunt in 
mid- April from an activist living in Northern 
Montana (thus illustrating the lack of public 
process in the MDFWP decision to initiate a 
spring hunt. Almost no one except the State of 
Montana and the hunters knew about it at first!). 
The Fund filed a complaint with the Director of 
the USFWS asserting that, since there is a legal 
ceiling of fourteen dead Grizzlies per year in the 
NCDE, it makes no sense to have a hunt with a 
quota of fourteen bears early in the year. That 
would leave no margin for mortality during the 
ensuing months. The USFWS then requested by 
letter that MDFWP immediately shut down the 
spring hunt. MDFWP refused to do so. A con- 
ference call soon thereafter between an aide to 
the Governor of Montana, the MFGC, MDFWP, 
and the USFWS affirmed that MDFWP was going 
to continue the hunt, with the backing of the 
Governor. The federal government didn't actu- 
ally order that the hunt be ended, so The Fund for 
Animals stepped in again by filing a motion 
before the Montana District Court in Helena. By 
the time the Fund's arguments were heard in 
Helena only four days remained in the hunting 
season. The judge rejected their arguments 
anyway, mainly due to the wishy-washy nature 
of the federal government's request to end the 
hunt. If the Feds had taken a stronger stand, and 
had opposed the hunt from the beginning, it 
might never have begun, or the Fund may have 
been able to stop it in court. 

The Fund for Animals then asked the US 
Justice Department in Washington to enforce the 
Endangered Species Act and end the hunt. The 
Fund's attorney, Eric Glitzenstein, put it thus: 


Search for Grizzlies in San Juans 
Intensifies 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation and the 
EF! Biodiversity Project are sponsoring a series of 
bear den emergence 1 aerial surveys in the San 
Juan Ecosystem of Colorado this spring. The 
purpose of these surveys is to observe and plot 
any possible grizzly bear tracks or dens within the 
known historic range of the grizzly bear in the 
San Juan Ecosystem. The aerial surveys will cover 
about 1 ,000 square miles and will concentrate on 
appropriate grizzly bear denning sites close to 
areas of known bear mortalities and of reported 
sightings or signs during the past 30 years. 

This research effort is being undertaken be- 
cause no such comprehensive aerial surveys were 
conducted following the killing of a grizzly bear 
by a hunter in the San Juan Mountains in 1979, 
and just in case a few grizzly bears still hang on in 
the wilds of this Ecosystem. Development activi- 
ties by the US Forest Service in the San Juan 
National Forest, such as the proposed East Fork 
Ski Development, are proceeding without ad- 
equate consideration of the Ecosystem as a po- 
tential grizzly bear recovery area. 

— EF! Biodiversity Project 



"They go after poachers. There's no reason they 
shouldn't go after the state of Montana." 4 Un- 
fortunately, but not unexpectedly, the Justice 
Department rejected the Fund's request to end 
the hunt because there was only a day or two left 
in the season, ignoring the precedent being set by 
this hunt and treating it as an isolated case. This 
will make it harder to stop the hunt legally in the 
future. And, to top off a shitty situation, a large 
male Grizzly was shot on the last day of the 
season, after the Justice Department had refused 
to end the hunt! A total of three male Grizzlies 
were killed in this fiasco. 

Shortly after the hunting season ended, Cool 
bragged about what a success the hunt had been, 
and stated that he will ask the USFWS to raise the 
annual mortality quota in the NCDE to twenty 
five bears! 5 This would reverse the 1986 decision 
by the USFWS to lower the quota. Apparently 
MDFWP officials believe the NCDE Grizzlies are 
"biologically recovered. " Recovered in five years?? 
Come on, Cool, who are you trying to bullshit? 

While the Fund did not succeed in ending the 
spring hunt, they made a valiant effort to put a 
halt to a travesty which no mainstream organi- 
zations were willing to tackle. The news gener- 
ated by this hunt and the Fund's challenge un- 
doubtedly will continue to inform many people 
that Grizzlies are still hunted in Montana and 
reignite controversy over the hunting season. 
The hunt and challenges to it received coverage 
in the New York Times on April 29. The position 
of the state of Montana in regard to the Grizzly 
has been clarified with statements like "It's 
Montana's bear." While the majority of Grizzlies 
remaining in the Lower 48 do live in Montana, 
Mr. Cool has apparently forgotten that the Grizzly 
is a public heritage and is very important to 
people outside of Montana. It is also protected by 
federal law. MDFWP seems to regard the Bear as 
useless to anyone unless it can be hunted. 6 

Momentum built through the efforts of The 
Fund for Animals and others could lead to a 
complete cessation of the hunting of Grizzlies in 
the continental US. Opponents of the spring 
hunt are particularly outraged that bears are 
being stalked when they are just emerging from 
the den, weak, disoriented, wandering and hun- 
gry. And according to the findings of SIERRA CLUB 
vCLARK (U.S. 8th Circuit Court of Appeals, 1985, 
755 F.2d 608), "public hunting of a threatened 
species.. .is prohibited by the act (ESA) except in 
the extraordinary case where population pressures 
within the animal's ecosystem cannot otherwise 
be relieved." This ruling is based on the ESA 
requirement "to use all... methods and procedures 
which are necessary to bring any endangered 
species or threatened species to the point at 
which [it can be considered recovered]." [16 
U.S.C. § 1532(3)] The MDFWP has not so far 
demonstrated extreme population pressure on 
the part of the Grizzly or humans, nor have they 
shown how hunting the Bear will contribute to 
its recovery. 

The hunting of Grizzlies could pose a serious 
threat to the survival of the Great Bear in the 
NCDE, and certainly sets a poor example for 
management of endangered species. Montana is 
still reeling from the controversy brought on by 
the hunting of bison on the borders of Yellowstone 
Park. Continued public pressure ended the Bison 
hunt. It could serve to end the hunting of 
Grizzlies as well. 

What you can do: Write or call the Montana 
Dept, of Fish, Wildlife and Parks (K.L. Cool, 
Director, 1420 E. Sixth Ave., Helena, MT 59620) 
and tell them to shut down the Grizzly hunting 
season. Be prepared to join activists in Montana 
to sabotage the hunting of Grizzlies next Spring, 
should the hunt occur again. Contact the Grizzly 
Bear Task Force, P.O. Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 
59715, if you can help! 

References available by writing to the Grizzly 
Bear Task Force. 
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Grassroots Fight for James Bay 


By SethTuler 

Hvdro-Quebec continues to press for further 
hydro-development that would devastate the 
James Bay region of northern Quebec. But in the 
last few months grassroots groups in Canada, 
New England, and New York have helped disrupt 
HQ's plans. Grassroots groups and native peoples 
of northern Quebec are having an impact on 
construction delays, US utility contracts, and 
public opinion. (If you need more background 
information, see the Ostara 1991 issue of EF!) 

These accomplishments have been gained 
with little help from mainstream environmental 
groups. A prevailing attitude seems to be that 
hydro must be better than nukes. Some groups 
have privately expressed some concern, but have 
not taken a strong public stand. For example, the 
Sierra Club has formed an International Task 
Force on James Bay, but little funding has been 
forthcoming to its staff. 

But the grassroots environmentalists push 
on. Demonstrations have been held in New York 
City and Albany. More are planned for the 
summer. Students at Cornell University are 
planning a major conference October 4 - 6. (For 
information, contact Cornell Northeast Regional 
James Bay Action Conference, 300 Caldwell Hall, 
Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 14853). 

In March, a five state speaking tour with 
David Brower, Cree representatives, energy con- 
sultants and Boyce Richardson (filmaker and 
author) was sponsored by the Northeast Alliance 
to Protect James Bay. 

At the same time, Dana Lyons, John Seed and 
others began their Tour of the Damned, a concert 
fundraising tour for James Bay and Rainforest 
Action activities. They brought the message 
about James Bay and HQand a 60 x 8 foot dam to 
audiences in Canada and along the Atlantic coast. 
Actions followed many of their concerts. 

Other actions have been held in the Boston 


area at utility offices and Quebec House, includ- 
ing a 1 5-strong "caribou migration" in the pouring 
rain on April 30 (the 20 year anniversary of the 
announcement of the Project/Folly of the Cen- 
tury). 

In mid-May, the Northeast Alliance and 
Massachusetts Save James Bay helped bring Cree 
spokesperson Will Nichols to meetings with the 
Department of Public Utilities and executives 
from the New England Power Pool (NEPOOL), 
where the Cree are considered "the price of 
progress." 

Ben and Jerry's, the socially responsible ice- 
cream company (you know, 1 % for peace people), 
came through in mid-May by holding a press 
conference that announced their opposition to 
HQ's destruction plans. They are planning to do 
fundraising for the Cree, including creating a 
new ice-cream flavor; some of the Cree reportedly 
want it to be goose flavored. 

Those concerned are using all methods to 
open doors for the Cree and get the real story 
about HQ to the public. This includes promoting 
the idea of energy efficiency to eliminate the 
need for new energy import contracts. Without 
contracts, HQ will be unable to finance further 
destruction of the James Bay region. Although 
energy efficiency is not the answer — energy ab- 
stinence is — it will reach a broader audience at 
this time. The following is a report of the latest 
developments, and how towns and citizens in 
the northeast are pushing to stop HQ. 

HQ has hoped to begin road construction to 
Great Whale (as part of phase 2) since winter. It 
would be the first road of the project to an Inuit 
community. Road and infrastructure develop- 
ment fall under provincial jurisdiction. The 
hydro-projects themselves (dams, reservoirs, etc.), 
however, fall under federal jurisdiction because 

continued on page 28 




Antarctica on the Brink 


BY ICEWOLF 

Antarctica is Earth's last great wilderness, a 
cold icy realm of gleaming white openness 
bounded only by distant horizons, where pen- 
guins and seals rest on icebergs as orcas prowl the 
frigid waters. It's the type of environment in 
which EFiers might feel comfortable, and if you 
have the urge to experience Antarctica, read on. 
I recently worked on the Ice at McMurdo Station 
and I'll gladly tell EFiers how to apply for jobs 
there. 

But first, let's examine Antarctica from an 
Earth First! viewpoint. What is it like, why are 
humans there, what does the future hold for the 
harshest place on Earth? 

Antarctica is as big as the US and Mexico 
combined, yet the peak summer human popula- 
tion is only 3,000. Eleven hundred of these live 
at McMurdo, by far the largest base on the 
continent. 

A huge sheet of ice covers 98% of Antarc- 
tica, with an average depth of 6,500 feet. It holds 
90% of the world's ice, or 70% of the world's 
fresh water. At the South Pole this ice is nearly 
10,000 feet thick, so workers there at Amundsen - 
Scott Station actually live in high-altitude con- 
ditions. Because the atmosphere is slightly rarified 
at the Pole, it's equivalent to living and working 
at 13,000 feet. The high ice plateau gives 
Antarctica the highest average surface elevation 
of any continent. 

Not only is it the highest, but also the driest, 
for Antarctica is a desert. The humidity is 4% and 
most of the continent receives only two inches 
of snow annually, making it drier than the Sa- 
hara. Heavy snows fall only near the coastlines. 

Surprisingly, Antarctica was once lush and 
tropical and lay much further north. It was part 
of a land mass called Gondwanaland, which 
included South America, Africa, India, Australia, 
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and New Zealand. After components of 
Gondwanaland began drifting apart 230 million 
years ago, Antarctica finally settled at the bottom 
of the world. This January fossilized bones from 
at least two dinosaurs were found in the 
Transantarctic Range, 400 miles from the South 
Pole. The larger dinosaur, thought to be a her- 
b i v o r o u s ^ prosauropod, was al- 
most 25 feet long. Fossil- 
ized remains mtW of trees, flow- 



ering plants, freshwater fish, reptiles, and mam- 
mals have also been found in Antarctica. The 
continent was still warm as recently as 10 million 
years ago. 

While it is the coldest place on Earth, with 
inland temperatures hitting -100° F during the 
winter, coastal areas can reach into the 30s dur- 
ing the summer. McMurdo saw one of its balmi- 
est periods ever during my stay, with tempera- 
tures in the 40s. The lack of humidity makes the 
climate even more hospitable. However, Antarc- 
tic weather patterns change dramatically; a 40° 
day can easily be followed by wind chills of -40° 
two days later. Winds are so persistent that 
Antarctica is the windiest place on the planet, as 
well as the coldest, highest, and driest. It is 
commonly called "The Harsh Continent." 

' '\ 


In contrast to the desolate continental inte- 
rior, the Antarctic coastlines and seas form one of 
the world's richest ecosystems. Whale and seal 
populations create the largest concentration of 
large mammals left on the planet. The whale 
species include orca, blue, sperm, right, hump- 
back, fin, minke, and sei. Sixty-seven species of 
birds inhabit the Antarctic region, including seven 
varieties of that eternal symbol of the Frozen 
Continent, the penguin. Many exotic creatures 
thrive in these seas, including tiny krill which 
form an extremely important part of the food 
chain. These inch-long, shrimp-like, partly 
transparent animals are so numerous that schools 
sometimes weigh over two million tons and 
cover an area of over 100 square miles. With 
numbers like these, the whales, seals, penguins, 
fish and birds have little trouble finding enough 
food, hence the high populations. 

Whalers began their bloody harvest in the 
Antarctic region around 1800, and by 1900 some 
species were nearly extinct. As the number of kills 
fell, whalers turned their attentions elsewhere. 
Happily, the populations have largely recovered. 

Following the intense race for the Pole in the 
early 1900s, human activity in Antarctica resurged 
in 195 7, the International Geophysical Year, when 
67 nations carried out research programs. To 
assure peaceful cooperation among nations in 
the future, the Antarctic Treaty was negotiated 
and took effect on June 23, 1961. But it was only 
a 30-year treaty; it expires June 23, 1991. 

Environmental protection was not a con- 
cern in the original treaty, but a clause entitled 
"The Agreed Measures for the Protection of Ant- 
arctic Fauna and Flora" wa: added in 1964. The 
keyword here is "agreed", because some nations 
have been less than agreeable in terms of envi- 
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Wild Wimmin: 

Rendezvous at Fish Creek Canyon 


By Sister Coyote 

We came here from all different lands under 
one oppressive government, from within one 
stifling society with common stories, fears and 
realizations, women traveling alone and to- 
gether, even that enough to threaten the men. 
We pick our way around the cryptogamic soil, 
careful not to step on the fungus 
guardians against erosion in a 
delicate balance, knowing the 
steady forces of erosion that suck 
away at our identity, leaping over 
little speckles of black on knobs 
of fine dust thatwon't comeback 
for up to 100 years if we step on 
it. We know the heavy boot 
pressure on us of those who look 
the other way. We don't laugh at 
each other, agree to move camp 
to the parking lot after a single 
day of savoring the wilderness 
on the canyon rim, after hauling 
heavy packs with bad knees, be- 
cause a single one of us could not 
make it this far, her injuries 
physical. We will go back to be 
with her, knowing how easily 
emotional injuries grow in de- 
nuded soil... 

So here I am in the time before 
the move, small yellow flowers 
spread broad petals on tall stems, reaching to the 
sun I feel burning the skin on my shoulders as I 
sit still on the great rocks by the edge of the 
canyon rim. The final edge that so many avoid 
seeing, ensconced in cars, electricity, buildings, 
T.V., afraid to think about the sudden plunge in 
the dark under a glowing curve of moon to 
where the rocks lie scattered and broken, where 
the junipers take root in the new red earth and 
shadows sweep over from the clouds. Birds 


speak from unknown places, the buzz of random 
passing insects, an occasional butterfly before a 
death that will be soon flying aimlessly beautiful . 
As I sit before the massive sheer water-carved 
island of red rock on top of a facing community 
of immense boulders before taking the long way 


down of twisted gray pinon pines with olive 
green to the green rivulet where a few of us may 
be swimming in hidden pockets of deep where it 
takes two more women to pull out one over the 
slick mud. At the top potholed rocks where I doze 
thinking, near tufts of grass with dead gray stems 
poking my shoulder to wakefulness beyond the 
long mesa-top expanse of red earth, black-speck- 
led soil and juniper along washes, on rises ex- 
tending as far as I can see the the canyon edges, 


to the distant red-veined mountains rising yet 
higher as the wind sways a small tree I can't 
identify, whispers through the dead j uniper trunks 
and branches arrayed as art in angles against the 
sky at the edge, beyond the intense red of the 
Indian paintbrushes. There I see two lizards 
appear on the rocks before me, at the 
edge, each aware of me, each out of 
sight of the other, small and large, 
gray and red, perfectly still, staring at 
me. I could tell I didn't fit their 
conception of what existed there. I 
am alien to their world, never staying 
in one place long enough to be a 
natural part of anywhere. I look at 
them with growing desperation, 
waiting for mystical acceptance, some 
sign that never comes. 

It's not just the men, the govern- 
ment, or our attitudes toward others 
that we talk about endlessly, but the 
alienation we grew up with, our 
awareness that leads to groping, flail- 
ing like drowning swimmers, we reach 
for each other here without touching 
shore, the barriers between us invis- 
ible, constructed with words, retreats 
and advances, no lightning or flood 
torrent as formidable as our inability 
to accept ourselves, to believe that we 
are integral. 

One lizard scampers away after considering 
me, between stones past an infinitesimal bush, 
the other glides into the shadows and comes out 
changed from the soft red of the rocks to a dark 
shadowy gray. The animals do not suddenly give 
advice in English; burning bushes are for those 
who wish to lead sheep. I will follow the canyon, 
feel the sun, listen to the wind and reach out with 
fewer words. 



Women Unite: Taking Direct Action 


By Marla Riley 

As the 1991 Earth First! Rendez- 
vous rapidly approaches, my 
thoughts have been returning to 
the 1990 Rendezvous in Montana 
and specifically to an extremely 
empowering incident that took 
place there. My memories have 
been triggered not only by the up- 
coming Rendezvous, but also by a 
disturbing occurrence that recently 
happened in Boulder, Colorado 
where I live. 

Several months ago a woman 
was jogging alone at 8 AM on a well 
traveled street when a man accosted 
her and tried to drag her into some 
bushes. Fighting him off, she was 
able to pull him onto a median 
dividing the large street. Perhaps a 
hundred morning commuters drove 
by this scene, ignoring the woman's 
screams for help. Some cars even 
drove onto the sidewalk to get 
around the attack. Finally a woman 
got out of her car and screamed 
"Get your fucking hands off her!" 
The man ran away but was soon 
apprehended. This incident was 
disturbing on many levels. As an 
early morning runner myself, I 
could easily empathize with this 
woman. Also, I was once again 
reminded of a horrifying reality that 
I sometimes try to deny: Rape can 
happen anytime, anywhere, and to 
anyone. It was also extremely 
frightening to realize that even in a 
supposed "hip" town like Boulder, 
many people do not take a woman 


being attacked seriously enough to 
warrant being late for work or miss- 
ing the important global news on 
National Public Radio. 

Soon after this incident, I found 
myself apprehensive about running 
or walking alone on some of the 
trails that I enjoy. I still do it be- 
cause I won't let fear control my life, 
but I felt a discomfort that negated 
the reason I was there in the first 
place: solitude, refreshment, con- 
nection with the non -human world. 
The trees and bushes became sinis- 
ter when I imagined men jumping 
out from behind them. As I ran or 
walked, I began to reflect more and 
more on how there are actually very 
few times when I have been alone in 
nature and have not felt just a little 
on edge, aware of my need to stay 
alert. This awareness comes in 
varying degrees, but is always there. 
The violence of this culture, espe- 
cially that directed at women, has 
made it necessary — a survival strat- 
egy. Needless to say, this situation 
has generated anger in me. I'm 
angry that I have to limit my life to 
protect it. I'm angry that when 
alone it is often difficult to com- 
pletely relax. I'm angry that when I 
see a man coming toward me on a 
trail, I subconsciously prepare my- 
self to fight. I'm angry that some 
men will trivialize these fears and 
tell me I'm overreacting. And, I'm 
angry at the continued and con- 
doned misogyny that permeates all 


aspects of our lives, including the 
Earth First! movement. 

It is difficult to have a vision of a 
different world when from birth you 
are exposed to cultural insanity that 
is presented as business as usual, as 
normal. When it comes to rape, 
women have been simultaneously 
encouraged not to fight back (to just 
"layback and enjoyit"), to fightback 
(carry mace, learn martial arts), to 
limit their behavior (don't wear 
"suggestive" clothing, don't walk 
alone at night or in certain parts of 
town), and, basically, to accept the 
responsibility of the rape because of 
something we did or did not do. 
The Earth First! Rendezvous in 
Montana gave me the opportunity 
to have a different vision for the 
future, a model for what could be in 
terms of dealing with men who per- 
petrate violence. 

I have been to several Rendezvous 
and even though there is a fair 
amount of macho posturing and 
alcohol consumption (a sometimes 
dangerous combination as statistics 
on domestic violence will show), I 
have felt safer at these gatherings 
than any other large group of people 
I have been in. However, early in 
the 1990 Rendezvous I began hear- 
ing rumors that a man had arrived 
who had attempted to rape a woman 
the previous year at the Rendezvous 
in New Mexico. An announcement 
was made at a morning circle, but 
the man was not publicly identified 


at that time. The women's and 
men's caucus's, scheduled for that 
day, seemed the appropriate place 
to discuss the issue and to decide on 
a plan of action. At the women's 
caucus, the woman who had been 
attacked spoke about the attack. She 
spoke about how upset she had be- 
come when the man showed up at 
the Montana Rendezvous, and she 
knew that she had to bring the issue 
up in order to protect other women. 
Another woman spoke about the 
man grabbing her and kissing her as 
she walked alone at night at the 
New Mexico Rendezvous. And an- 
other woman spoke about how the 
man had attended a local rendezvous 
in the Northwest and had acted 
inappropriately to some of the 
women. As these women told their 
stories, it became very clear that this 
man was a threat. The discussion 
then turned to options for dealing 
with the situation. Ideas ranged 
from allowing him to stay, but 
warning all women present and 
monitoring his activities, to tying 
him to a tree for the duration of the 
Rendezvous, to telling him he was 
not welcome and had to leave. There 
was agreement that if he was allowed 
to stay, no matter how much he was 
watched we would not feel com- 
fortable, especially at night. We 
soon decided that the man would 
be told to leave — not asked, but told. 

continued on page 27 
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by authorities.^ Civil disobedience 
must be carefully crafted to 1) un- 
dermine power structures, 2) chal- 
lenge authority, and 3) make a 
point, and vet it must be lithe and 
I adaptable. /Lack of effort and"p 


ft 


By MB Nearing 

I applaud Erik's suggestion that 
we pause to evaluate our methods, 
and it turns out I agree with most 
of his points regarding the current 
use of Civil Disobedience. 

He asserts that CD, as EFiers are 
currently practicing it, lacks cre- 
ativity. This is a significant point 
and, I think, explains much of the 
lack of success or satisfaction EFiers 
have experienc ed in the CD arena 
in recent vears CCivil Disobedience ? 
is a dynamic process. It brings an 
issue literally ALIVE. When it be- 
comes ritualized and formalized It 
becomes boring and stagnant and 
unable to now with changing situ - 
ations and inevitable gameplaying 


A Need For Creative CD 
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ning in these areas leads to inef- 
fective actions, wnich leads tQ-dis - 


llusionment and burnouts 



Civil Disobedience is a tech- 
nique or tool. The philosoph y 
which underlies tfie action of CD is 
ryjfTvifllence^ agree with Erik that 


to take CD as a lifestyle is almost 
silly, but to take the philo sophy of 
nonviolence as a lif estyle is va lid. 
People who have done this have 
become an inspiring force for 
change: think of jcfottier Terega, 

Plowshares activists"' 
tin Luther Kin}; 

Erik also makes an excellent 
point in suggesting that we set aside 
our ego heroics and promote an 
ideal. CD is not about making a 
name for yourself in the EF! move- 
ment, it is not about heroism and — 
while it has its moments — it is not 
for fun. It is about serving your 


biological community. You are 

simplya yphidp^tTpraiitirHisahniit 

tbe high that comes with CD: it 
comes from having a powerful force 
move through you, not because 
you are a powerful force, [if this 
feeling is not familiar to vou. tr v 
spending lots more time in wild 
places. rvsr-u*£ j &'[ 

If you have a problem with be- 
ing told what to do at an action, 
don't go to "other people's" ac- 
tions. There is no corner on the 
market and certainly no shortage 
of issues needing attention. Don't 
crowd others who may have an 
exciting looldng campaign; create 
your owny Research an issue, go 
out on the ground, work through 
the administrative channels and, 
only when all other avenues fail 
and if mak es s e nse politic ally, use 
CD. If you are unwilling to spend 
a year or two going through that 
process, then yes, you will have to 
give some credit and respect to the 
wishes of those who have laid the 



groundwork for a successful CD 
c ampaign. 

D has no guaranteed success 
'The results are hard to measure at 
jbest. But if you live in accordance 
■with your beliefs and philosophy, 
your actions will make sense for 
you — that is perh aps the most im- 
ortan t outcome ^Progress on vour 


s a small sacrifice to make, I think. 
There are people in jail who, 
like us, did not choose to be 
there. Crowding them and taking 
up services which would other- 
wise be available to them is unfor- 
tunate and can be mitigated to 
some degree by your behavior. The 
less stressed out you are, the more 
friendly and supportive you can 
be, the better the time will be for 
everyone. Jfon wj|| even learn 

<r>mp valn^fcip lpssons ( IkTffgC -| 

Nothing is set in stone that says 
you have to pay fines. If you 
dislike supporting the justice sys- 
tem, you can always refuse and 
spend the time in jail. Even in jail 
or in court, creativity is the corner- 
stoneofthe action. I've seen people 
turn a judge on his ear and work 
out amazing agreements using cre- 
ative nonviolent techniques in 
court. 

I submit that people who have 
not been imi 


issue will result if your actions are 
well grounded and creative, and your 
presence convincing. 

One final note concerning jail 
and court. I do not believe it is in 
anyone's best interest to overcrowd 
jails. Yes, you can get released early 
if you fill a small jail with a big 
affinity group — but is that what you 
want? Finally, you have accom- 
plished something tangible. You 
are in a position where authorities 
cannot fail to notice you, and you 
want out? Did you go to all that 
preparation and expense just to slide 
out when the going gets tough, 
stressful or not fun? A matter of 
days, possibly weeks, out of your life 


oTrioriviolent civil ^dTscmedrence 
frave been to repetitive, 
upimaginative actions. In fact, 
they probably contributed to the 
boredom. In a large part it's up to 
you to imagine, prepare and pro- 
duce a lively action with a group of 
people who can build on stum- 
bling blocks, instead of being over- 
come by them. When it comes 
down to that crucial moment, your 
demeanor and responses will be 
, t he key ^ lfyou are filled wlffTa w! H]j 
pirit ancF well grounded, a nd xf at 
lesameTfine ableto portray that 
t o the public, you 'll t urn some 
jf fieads and maybe even impress^ 
yourself ‘ 


G* 



Plowshares: God's Monkeywrenchers 


y Scott Thiele 


Four activists broke into Griffiss 
Air Force Base in Rome, NY, on 
January 1, 1991. After cutting 
through chain link fences to gain 
entry, they used clawhammers and 
splitting mauls to damage a B-52 
bomber and part of the runway. 
They poured blood around before 
being apprehended four hours after 
they arrived. 

They were Plowshares activists, 
and their Griffiss action is part of a 
direct confrontation movement 
which began in 1980. Their story 
yields ideas for anyone involved in 
direct action or civil disobedience. 
As this story unfolds, we will see 
that many factors led to the success 
of their action: a daily commitment 
to their cause, a desire to save inno- 
cent lives, use of symbols, an intent 
to damage machinery but not life, 
extensive planning, andaclear, well- 
defined message. 

The Griffiss four were Bill Streit, 
a catholic priest from Washington 
,pD<Dg#>usan Frankel, also of DC, 
ji^jMoarina Cole of New Zealand, and 
Ciarron (pron. Kirren), a husky 6" 1 ' 
Australian. They called themselves 
the ANZUS Plowshares, symbolically 
drawing the name from the ANZUS 
Pact, a military agreement between 
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Australia, New Zealand, and the US. 

Each is strongly religious and 
believes personal action should be 
guided by Scripture. For that 
reason they've chosen to 
live mostly among the 
poor and homeless 
doing daily mercy 
work. After //** 

Moanna came to f' ' 
the US three 

'/ 


years ago ("be- 
cause so many 

people here |/ / / 

need help") she 
lived in LA and 
served soup to 
1500 people 
daily. She's served 
on a coffee line in 
Las Vegas and given 
soup to hungry people 
across from the White House. 

Bill, Sue, and Ciarron have similar 
histories. As Moanna told jurors in 
her moving opening statement at 
th'e trial, "Each day we rise and try to 
do what the Bible asks us to in the 
most authentic way." 

That last statement is important. 
These folks strongly believe in con- 
verting their beliefs into personal 
action. So when Isaiah 2:4 and 


f I s 


/ 


/ \ 


Micah 4:3 predict a time when 
people "shall beat the swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks", they looked to do 
just that. This prophesy says , 
that one day people would 
destroy weapons and f 
instill an era of peace. 
What more authen- 
tic way to destroy 
weapons and 
bring about thi&j 
prophesy's ful- 
fillment than di- 
rect action and 
monkeywrenching? 
That is whay 
Plowshares actij/ 
ists have been 
doin g for 11 years. 
The relevance t 
Earth Firstlers is obvious, 
ulldozers, driftnets and chain 
'saws are weapons too... weapons of 
the war on Mother Earth. Like th' 
Biblical swords and spears, they too 1 
must be beaten into plowshares and 

( pruning hooks. — - 

The Plowshares Eight started the 
movement on September 9, 1980. 
Taking their Plowshares name from 
the aforementioned scripture, eight 
activists gained entry to General 


\ 


Electric's Nuclear Missile Re-entry 
Division in King of Prussia, PA. 
Determined to "beat swords into 
plowshares" they hammered away 
on nose cones for Mark 12A war- 
heads and poured blood on official 
documents. They were arrested and 
charged with over ten different 
felony and misdemeanor counts. 
At the trial they were denied a justi- 
fication defense and could not 
present expert testimony. Four got 
mad, left the trial, and returned to 
GE where they were re-arrested and 
returned to court. They were con- 
victed by a jury and given sentences 
of five to ten years. The appeal 
process forced State and Federal 
courts to deal with the issue through 
April 1990 and none of the ten has 
servecPtheir full sentence. 

( fOup 'ANZUS team began plan- 
ning their action in spring, 1990. 
They met weekly, debating potential 
, sites, figuring out logistics, and de- 
ciding on methods of action. As fall 
arrived and the country prepared 
for war, they knew B-52's would be 
used to kill innocent people. They 
acquired maps of B-52 sites and nar- 
rowed down their options. They 

continued on next page 



Earth First! Military Tactics 


By Gary Plessinger 

Outrage at the destruction the Earth has 
suffered at the hands of the various techno- 
corporate systems for the last 300 years has fi- 
nally motivated a sizeable group of people into 
action. We come from everywhere. We come 
into the struggle to save the earth with many 
different ideas on how best to act. Motivated by 
this outrage, many of us have taken action on our 
ideas only to see the thing we were fighting for 
bulldozed, chainsawed, paved, harpooned, 
grazed, polluted or otherwise killed. 

I honestly believe that the failure of many of 
our well-intentioned acts stem from a basic mis- 
understanding of the struggle we face. The Hol- 
lywood Squares pop culture many of us have 
matured out of does not educate us in the nature 
of a power struggle. But that is exactly what we 
are involved in. The current techno-corporate 
system wishes to maintain its power to ream the 
Earth in the name of profit. We oppose that. We 
are therefore involved in a clash of power whether 
we articulate it or not. 

Combine our basic misapprehension of the 
struggle with pre- formed ideas acted on in a state 
of outrage, and you've got a situation in which 
we've been pretty easy to beat. And since this is 
a struggle we can't afford to lose, we've got to do 
something to improve our batting average. 

From my point of view, that improvement 
would be facilitated by defining a clearly stated 
objective. Since none of us has the power to heal 
the Earth in one grand sweep, let each of us have 
the objective of defending a portion of the Earth 
s/he has grown to love. By defending I mean 
keeping it alive. Let us remember that the best 
defense is sometimes an active offense. 

If we wish to effectively defend the portion 
of the Earth we love, we must understand the 
things that threaten it. Maybe it is a lumber 
company, maybe it is a university, maybe it is a 
cattle company. You know what threatens the 
Earth where you are most connected to it. This 
threat, whatever it may be, has strengths and 
weaknesses, just as you do. The understanding of 
how to win a power struggle consists of a clearly 
stated objective and perceiving the strength and 
weakness of both yourself and your opponent. 

If you go charging off mad as bull 


Plowshares continued 
scheduled their action for the first 
day of the New Year to celebrate life. 
Shortly after midnight on New Years 
day they walked toward the south 
end of Griffiss Air Force Base. It was 
mildly cold, and a light snow had 
fallen . New Years' Eve parties would 
soon be ending. One very special 
party was about to begin. 

Bill and Sue moved through a 
construction zone and a wooded 
area. They encountered three fences 
and cut them all with bolt cutters. 
With the fences behind them, they 
entered the Alert Area, also called 
the Deadly Force Area or Death Zone. 
This is where planes sit full fueled, 
ready to fly at a moments notice. 
This is also where "deadly force" is 
an option for military personnel 
when confronting trespassers. 

They splashed human blood on 
some KC-135 aircraft first, scatter- 
ing documents to explain their mo- 
tives. They had brought the blood 
in baby bottles to symbolize the fact 
that innocent children would be 
killed. The two crossed a paved area 
where three B-52 bombers waited. 
They sprayed more blood, then took 
hammers and pounded away on a 
700 gallon tank of jet fuel. These are 
hard tanks, but they finally cracked 
one enough to spill 45 gallons. 

Ciaron and Moanna gained en- 
try three miles away. First they 
crossed a creek adjacent to a fence 
that surrounds the base, which they 


into the struggle to defend the Earth, 1 ask you to 
remember the fate of a bull in a bullring. Anger 
can be power, but this power has to be guarded 
and guided or you're going to suffer. 

Let's take a hypothetical case of the Heebee 
Jeebee Lumber Company that wants to log an 
area of old growth trees. This happens to be an 
area of the Earth you've grown to love. Your 
objective is to keep it alive. The Heebee Jeebee 
Lumber Company's objective is irreconcilable 
with yours. Someone is going to lose this struggle. 

The Heebee Jeebee Lumber Company has 
many strengths on its side: the law, the USFS, 
money, employees and tradition, among others. 
Its weakness is that it must be able to sell its 
product at a profit. Without this ability, the 
Heebee Jeebee Lumber Company will soon be out 
of business. Indirectly, the trees will be safe 
because of this inability to sell lumber at a profit. 

So far we've got a localized objective: save 
these trees. We've got an understanding of the 
Heebee Jeebee Lumber Company's strengths and 
weaknesses. If we wish we can even call the 
Heebeejeebee Lumber Company an enemy. And 
we see a weakness of the enemy's. He's got to 
deliver lumber at a profit or die. The opportuni- 
ties to disrupt the enemy's vulnerable point ex- 
tend into many areas. The areas that should be 
exploited depend upon the particular case, but in 
general the Heebeejeebee Lumber Company has 
to go through a documentation stage to obtain 
the timber. Environmental Impact Statements, 
trucking permits and so on offer opportunity for 
disruption. Every disruption eats into the Heebee 
Jeebee Lumber Company's profit. 

Then, of course, the enemy must cut and 
transport fallen timber from a large area. This 
area is normally too large to secure. The limits to 
which you can go in physically disrupting this 
stage of the battle are limited only by your imagi- 
nation and courage. 

Then the fallen timber must be processed at 
a mill, presuming it gets that far. The mill 
depends on electricity to run its saws, electricity 
which is delivered ftom many miles away. Plus, 
the mill workers must get to work or nothing will 
be milled. 

After the wood is milled, it must be sold, 


usually by telephone. If you've got any imagi- 
nation at all, put it into action against the Heebee 
Jeebee Lumber Company's ability to sell at a 
profit. Don't be confined by old ideas. 

It isn't so difficult to see that the Heebee 
Jeebee Lumber Company represents every conn 
pany in a techno-corporate system, including 
the communist system. Every company sucks 
life from the Earth in some way and its ability to 
continue doing so is vulnerable to you at many 
points. 

Who's going to win this struggle? Who 
knows? It depends upon the interplay of relative 
strengths and weaknesses. What are your 
strengths and weaknesses? Only you know. And 
if you don't know you'd better find out or the 
Heebee Jeebees of the world will eat you up. All 
that can be said about your strengths and weak- 
nesses is precautionary. Guard your weaknesses 
and lessen them if possible. Develop your 
strengths and use them effectively. Avoid dissi- 
pating your strength where the chances of suc- 
cess are small. Apply your strength to your 
opponent's weakness. 

Fight the temptation to spit in their faces. 
Remember: they outnumber you. Yield in the 
face of overwhelming strength and come back to 
fight another day. Don't assume anyone else's 
strengths and weaknesses are the same as yours. 
If you find someone you can work with , talk only 
with that person concerning your work. Don't 
be tempted to let your pre-formed ideas guide 
you into something dangerous or ineffective. 
We are in a fight for our lives, admit it or not. We 
have to win this fight or the Earth is doomed. 

Measure your success by your objective. In 
the above case, success would be the Heebee 
Jeebee Lumber Company's decision to abandon 
its plans to cut the old growth. Failure would be 
the felling of those trees. Keep objectives simple. 
Learn from your mistakes and successes. Then go 
on to the next fight. It isn't going to be easy. We 
hinder ourselves if we keep our ideas rigid and 
can't flow into what's effective. Good luck. 
Good hunting. 




FORGING A NEW WORLD ORDER 


cut with boltcutters. After crossing 
a wet, boggy field they found them- 
selves at the runway. They spilled 
blood in the shape of a cross to 
symbolize victims of wat, spread 
explanatory documents bearing 
their signatures and scattered pho- 
tographs of children. With a large 
hammer and a splitting maul bear- 
ing the inscription "No More War, 


War Never Again", they hammered 
away at the runway. Eventually 
they created a large hole, sending 
chunks of rubble flying all over. 
Like all Plowshares activists, they 
allowed themselves to be caught, in 
the tradition of Jesus, Ghandi, and 
Martin Luther King. 

All four were indicted on Janu- 
ary 9 and held in separate jails for 


over two months until they accepted 
pretrial release on March 6. Their 
trial began May 22, and they repre- 
sented themselves. Bill and Sue 
were married on April 13. 

In her opening statement to ju- 
rors, Sue Streit read a passage from 
the Declaration of Independence, 
reminding jurors that it is the right 
of the people to alter or abolish a 
destructive government, and it's the 
people's right and duty to throw off 
despotic governments. Thoreau 
surely would have smiled. Her ef- 
forts to save lives have a personal 
significance; Sue's grandparents 
were killed at Auschwitz. 

Ciaron O'Reilly told the jurors 
"Instead of putting us on trial, we 
should put the B-52s on trial and 
the people who build them." Bill 
Streit illustrated the absurdity of 
calling their direct action a crime: 
"We needed to act in order to pre- 
vent a crime," he said to jurors. 

'/— Plowshares auivists have col® 
Quitted actions all over the USraqdh 
they personify many attributes we 
should all hope to share. Not the j 
least among these is that they hold 
concrete fundamental beliefs and 
live in accordance with those beliefs 
every day. Whether one is Chris- 
tian, Bu ddhist: I ew T Sh. a t h t? i6L .or 
Pagan, deep ecology also sets forth 
principles- w hich - can -gu ide our a c- 
tion s. Liv ing in accordance with 
strong earth respecting fundamen-^- 
tal beliefs is a worthy step for us all. , 
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Beware Of Court- Appointed Attorneys! 

BY PHIL KNIGHT 


In this allegedly democratic society, one of discovering his name. I had even more trouble dropped, and for bringing his political views into 

our most basic rights is that of legal counsel. This finding out what my court date was. a legal case. Since I heard nothing further from 

is particularly important for destitute activists During the fall the EF! Grizzly Bear Revival Karjola, I assumed that was the end of the matter, 

like ourselves, who can rarely afford to hire a Show took me back to California. There I ran into Imagine my surprise when 1 got a notice in late 

lawyer when arrested. We are entitled under the Jake Jagoff, who had been arrested at Murrelett February telling me that there was now a warrant 

law to a court-appointed attorney who should Grove in the same action. He faced the same for my arrest in California because I had not 

represent us fairly and without prejudice. How- charges and same situation. Jagoff told me, to my appeared for my pretrial date earlier in the 

ever, as some of us have found out the hard way, delight, that all charges had been dropped and month! Included were papers for me to sign 

this does not necessarily mean our rights will be that our names were clear. I certainly was re- which would absolve Karjola of any further re- 
defended! You never know who might be as- lieved! The last thing I wanted to do was go back sponsibility in the case. He said I would have to 

signed by the court as your legal counsel. This is to Eureka during the winter. I had talked to find new counsel on my own. Naturally I refused 

especially critical when you are arrested far from Karjola on the phone about a month before, and to sign the papers, and wrote to Karjola de- 
home and have no idea which lawyers in the area the first thing he said was that "he did not agree manding an explanation of what the hell was 

may be sympathetic or fair. with my political views or tactics." This made me going on and why he had not represented me at 

I learned some of the unwritten rules of this angry, and I told him that all I expected him to do the pretrial hearing. The whole thing was bizarre, 

game last year when arrested during a Redwood was to defend my legal rights. He said he would Karjola went straight to the judge and had him- 

Summer demo in Murrelett Grove (now notify me about my court date as soon as it was self removed from the case. What happened to 

Murrelett Memorial Stumpfield). Tweny-four of set. He was to represent me at the pretrial hear- my right to legal counsel? Out the window. I 

us were busted in the grove (MAXXAM land) for ing, two weeks or so before the trial. But so far I soon received a notice from the District 

misdemeanor trespass. Five of us had locked did not know when it would be, and had heard Attorney's office that I was to appear immedi- 

ourselves to big machines to slow the logging. nothing further from Karjola. I probably should ately to face charges and that bail had been set at 

Eventually we all spent a few days in jail in have tried harder to confirm that the charges had $5000! The notice said "YOU ARE SUBJECT TO 

Eureka, and were released on our own recogni- indeed been dropped, but I could see no reason IMMEDIATE ARREST. THIS NOTICE DOES NOT 

zance, with court dates yet to be set. I soon left for Jake to mislead me, and, of course, I wanted to GRANT A GRACE PERIOD." I could avoid arrest 

California and travelled for a while. I didn't even believe what he had said. I also heard that no one by mailing a check for $5000 immediately, 

know yet who my court-appointed law /er was, arrested in Redwood Summer demos was still Naturally I sent the check right off. Sure! Actu- 

though I later found out he was Leon Karjola of awaiting trial. ally, I got another lawyer to straighten out the 

the Eureka law firm Traverse & Karjola. Leon So I wrote Karjola a nasty note, castigating mess. Fortunately I found sympathetic counsel 

didn't bother to contact me, and I had a hard time him for not telling me that charges had been in Ken Collins of Areata, a good man. But it still 
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Reclaiming Headwaters! 


continued from page 1 

Stark has recently introduced a bill which would 
require the federal government to purchase 
210,000 acres of Maxxam/Pacific Lumber land, 
placing it under the control of the US Forest 
Service and giving the Headwaters Forest wil- 
derness status. This is by far the most visionary 
preservation plan for the Headwaters to be in- 
troduced to date by our elected officials, but it is 
not enough! Both plans would leave the Head- 
waters Forest isolated and without any type of 
buffer zones or connecting corridors, doomed to 
the biological disaster that all island ecosystems 
will eventually suffer if not given sufficient land. 
Neither calls for the preservation of other nearby 
ancient Redwood groves and forest land, or for 
restoration of streams and previously logged ar- 
eas. The Stark bill would bring the land under the 
multiple abuse policies of the USFS and we have 
seen the results of their management. 

Reservation of 98,000 acres based on a whole 
watershed, whole ecosystem approach, as out- 
lined in the "Earth First! Headwaters Wilderness 
Complex Proposal," is required to maintain a 
viable, functioning ecosystem, to restore old 
growth characteristics throughout the area, and 
to ensure the biological integrity of the preserve 
many years into the future. We will accept no 
less! Gov. Wilson, Rep. Stark and others involved 
are not working to really save the Headwaters. 
They are merely seeking a politically expedient 
solution based more upon compromise than 
upon biological fact. The fate of the Headwaters 
Wilderness may now lie in our hands. The time 
has come not merely to react, but to take the lead 
in the preservation of this vital ecosystem! 

The RAT Response 

As Earth First!ers we must continue to carry 
out our visionary role in the environmental 
movement. The system having failed us, we 
hereby declare the Headwaters Wilderness 
Complex (HWC) as such and will implement and 
enforce this designation ourselves. 

As a facet of the Ecotopia Summer campaign, 
RAT will assist visiting affinity groups (AGs) 
throughout the summer in an ongoing campaign 
of resistance and restoration in the HWC. These 
actions can range from tree sits, road blockades 
and forest occupations to stream restoration 
projects. The only limit is your time, energy and 
dedication! 


This self-empowered reclamation of the 
HWC will serve a threefold purpose: 1) to bring 
this matter to public attention, causing outcry 
and pressuring the government and mainstream 
groups to take a stronger position; 2) actually 
slowing down/stopping Maxxam from commit- 
ting further destruction in the HWC; 3) imple- 
menting an urgently needed restoration project. 

How To Get Involved 

Reclaim the Headwaters actions are open to 
self-sufficient affinity groups only. If you are not 
currently a member of an AG you can participate 
in other facets of Ecotopia Summer. But for the 
Headwaters actions, you must come as part of an 
affinity group or form one, preferably with 
friends from your area. We can send you infor- 
mation on how to do this. 

We will provide logistical support for all 
actions including necessary woods action and 
nonviolence training, experienced guides, info 
on local camping or places to stay when avail- 
able, tools and materials needed for restoration 
projects, and our many years of collective direct 
action experience to ensure the success of your 
action. You need to provide your own food, 
transportation, personal gear, support people, 
and ideas and input for planning your action. 

If you would like to participate, contact RAT 
by mail or leave a message on the Redwood 
Action Hotline. You will receive a "Reclaim the 
Headwaters" handbook detailing AG formation, 
options for actions and other important infor- 
mation. After agreeing to our action guidelines 
and to arriving adequately prepared you can 
contact us to arrange a date for your action. 
Through this plan we feel that we will be able to 
stage successful, well organized and sustained 
actions in the HWC. 

What Else Can You Do? Write to both: Douglas 
P. Wheeler, Sec. For Resources, The Resources 
Bldg., 1416 9th St., Sacramento, CA 95814, AND 
Rep. Pete Stark (or your local congressperson), 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC 
20515. Tell them that you're worried about the 
Headwaters Forest and its adjacent forest lands, 
and that the only biologically sound solution for 
the Headwaters is a preservation plan which 
takes a whole watershed/intact ecosystem ap- 
proach, incorporating natural features and wild- 


life requirements into its boundaries. 

Drop a line to the Redwood Action Team 
(POB 208, Garberville, CA 95440). Give us your 
input and especially get involved; there's still a 
lot you can do if you can't make it to the North 
Coast this summer. Request to be put on our 
mailing list. You'll be kept up to date on the 
Headwaters and notified of our campaigns. For a 
copy of the Wilderness Proposal send a business 
sized SASE with 52 cents postage and $1.00 to 
cover copying. And don't forget to include a 
donation. Money is desperately needed to fight 
the battle for the forests. The EF! Direct Action 
Fund supports this campaign, and would also 
welcome donations. The success of this cam- 
paign depends upon YOUR making the commit- 
ment to take action! For daily updates on events, 
emergencies and to participate in actions call the 
Redwood Action Hotline at (707) 926-5100. 

Colo. Wilderness 

continued from page 6 

The roadless country drops down to 5,000 feet in 
elevation, but only the higher elevation areas are 
proposed in the Senate bill. ( W/B—l 8,000 acres). 

•Tabeguache, also on the Uncompahgre, 
19,040 acres. The compromise omits most of the 
huge Aspens in the watershed of North 
Tabeguache Creek, as well as some of the low 
elevation main stem of Tabeguache ( W/B — 
16,740 acres). 

•Troublesome, at 87,450 acres (including 
BLM land) in North-Central Colorado ( W/B — 
zero). 

•Pawnee, at 18,640 acres, is the only area 
proposed as Wilderness by CEC on the Great 
Plains ( W/B — zero). 

•Kannah Creek, at 29,650 acres, is the last 
major roadless area on the heavily logged Grand 
Mesa, extending down to 6,000 feet ( W/B — zero). 

•North St. Vrain Canyon, 9,920 acres, the 
only unroaded Front Range canyon stretching 
from the foothills to the Continental Divide. 
Also proposed for wild and scenic status ( W/B — 
zero). 

What you can do: Write to George Miller, House 
of Representatives, Washington, D.C. 20515, by 
the first few days of July, if possible. 
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Community Under Siege 



ByJudi Bari 

(Speech given at the Cinco de Mayo/May 5th gather- 
ing in Boonville, CA) 

I came of age during the Vietnam era, and I've 
known for a long time that the system is enforced 
by violence. Some of my earliest political experi- 
ences were of 20-year-old national guardsmen 
beating my 18-year-old nonviolent friends sense- 
less and bloody. I didn't think I had any delu- 
sions about how thin the veneer of civility is in 
this country. But I have to admit that I was totally 
unprepared for the sheer horror of being bombed 
and maimed while organizing for Redwood Sum- 
mer last year. 

The bombing represented the end of inno- 
cence for our movement. Sure, we had seen 
violence before, but this was different. The logger 
who broke Mem Hill's nose, the log truck driver 
who ran me off the road — themselves victims of 
the timber industry — in the heat of the moment 
took out their anger on us. But whoever put that 
bomb in my car was a cold and premeditating 
killer. And the FBI's attempt to frame me and 
Darryl for the bombing made us realize what we 
are up against. 

Not only are they 
willing to use le- 
thal force to pro- 
tect their "right" 
to level whole 
ecosystems for 
private profit, 
they are also 
backed by the full 
power of the 
government's se- 
cret police. 

The man in 
charge of my and 
Darryl's case at 
the FBI is Richard 
W. Held, chief of 
the San Francisco 
office. He went 

On TV last sum- Armed Bully Dave Lancaster, who later 
mer to say that Darryl and I were the only sus- 
pects in the bomb attack that nearly took my life. 
Richard Held became notorious during the 1970's 
for his active role in COINTELPRO, an outra- 
geous and illegal FBI program to disrupt and 
destroy any group that challenged the powers- 
that-be. 

COINTELPRO's method was to foment inter- 
nal discord in activist groups, isolate and dis- 
credit them, terrorize them, and assassinate their 
leaders. The best known example of this was 
Black Panther Fred Hampton, who was murdered 
by the FBI as he slept in his bed in a Chicago 
apartment in 1969. And there were many, many 
others. 

But back to Richard Held, the man in charge of 
my bombing case. His personal role in 
COINTELPRO began in the early 70's in Los 
Angeles, where he ordered insulting cartoons to 
be drawn and sent, supposedly from one faction 
to another, among the LA Black Panthers. This 
heated up antagonisms between the factions so 
much that, with a little help from FBI infiltrators, 
they erupted into shooting wars that left two 
Panthers dead. 

Held was also on hand in Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota in 1975 to help direct the FBI's reign of 
terror against the American Indian Movement 
(AIM). In this case the FBI took advantage of 
existing divisions in the native community to 
hook up with a vigilante group called GOONS, or 
Guardians of the Oglala Nation. These local 
thugs were armed by the FBI and guaranteed that 
they would not be prosecuted for crimes against 
AIM members. They attacked over 300 AIM 
people and killed 70 of them. Not one of these 
crimes was solved because, said the FBI, they 
"didn't have enough manpower." The Pine Ridge 
campaign ended with a military sweep of the 
reservation by 200 SWAT-trained agents, and 
with the framing and jailing of Leonard Peltier. 

Another of Richard Held's accomplishments 
was in San Diego, where he was instrumental in 


organizing an FBI-funded right wing paramili- 
tary group called the Secret Army Organization 
(SAO). The SAO bombed the Guild Theater, a 
black community project, and tried to assassinate 
Peter Bohmer, a radical professor at San Diego 
State. They missed Bohmer and severely wounded 
his associate, Paula Thorpe. By the way, the 
assassination symbol of the SAO was the rifle 
scope and crosshairs. 

In 1978 Richard Held was transferred to Puerto 
Rico where he oversaw the FBI execution of two 
Independentista leaders whowere made to kneel, 
then were shot in the head. Held stayed on until 
1985, when he stage-managed an island-wide. 
SWAT assault by 300 agents who busted in doors 
and rounded up activists. 

For all his good work, Richard Held was then 
promoted to be in charge of the San Francisco 
FBI, where he still works today. I don't know if 
the FBI had anything to do with putting that 
bomb in my car, but I know for certain that they 
tried to frame me for it and made sure the real 
bomber wasn't found. They removed my whole 
floorboard with a blowtorch and sent it to their 

crime lab in 
Washington 
DC, thereby 
destroying 
the evidence 
that would 
prove they 
were lying 
about the lo- 
cation of the 
bomb. They 
lied about 
finding nails 
in the car 
that 
matched the 
nails in the 
bomb. And 
when some- 
one calling 

assaulted Mem Hill Photo: Greg King himself"The 

Lord's Avenger" wrote a letter describing the 
bomb in exact detail and taking credit for it, their 
"investigation" consisted of raiding my house 
once again to try to find a typewriter that matched 
the letter, which of course they didn't. This 
whole time they kept putting out selected press 
releases so the highly cooperative press could 
make me look like a bomber when they knew 
perfectly well that I was the victim of an assassi- 
nation attempt. 

With this knowledge of how the FBI operates, 
when I look at what's going on in our movement 
I can only conclude that we are under attack by 
a COINTELPRO-type operation. Earth First! is 
definitely a target. We know that the FBI has 
spent at least $3 million to infiltrate and disrupt 
Earth First! in Arizona and Montana, not to 
mention what they've done in Northern Cali- 
fornia. In Arizona, admitted FBI agent provoca- 
teur Michael Fain infiltrated their group for two 
years, winning the activists' trust and friendship. 
Then he led them to try to sabotage a powerline, 
and got them busted for it by the FBI. This is the 
supposed "Earth First! plot to destroy nuclear 
power plants" that the mainstream press keeps 
talking about. There was no plot. Just some naive 
people who were misled by the FBI. And Dave 
Foreman wasn 't even there. They arrested him in 
his bed at 5 a. m. and led him out in his underwear. 

In Montana the FBI targeted an environmental 
studies professor named Ron Erikson, saying he 
and his Earth First! students were responsible for 
a tree spiking incident. They raided people's 
houses and forced them to give fingerprints, 
handwriting and hair samples. Yet even after a 
Grand Jury investigation, they found no.evidence 
at ali to link Erickson or his students with any tree 
spiking. But they discredited him professionally 
and terrorized the Earth Firstiers. 

So I would be crazy not to assume that the FBi 
has had its hand in the events up here, both 
before and after the bombing. But whether it's 
the FBI or j ust the timber industry, I know for sure 


Redwood Summer 
Organizers Sue FBI 

BY GEOFF CUNFER 

One year after a bomb exploded in their 
car on the way to a Redwood Summer promo- 
tion, Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey have filed 
suit in Federal District Court in San Francisco 
against FBI agent Richard Held and several law 
enforcement agencies. On May 24, 1990, a 
pipe bomb detonated under the seat of Bari's 
car. She sustained serious injuries and was 
hospitalized for several weeks. Cherney was 
treated and released the night of the bombing. 
Although neither one had any previous record 
of violent activities and had never advocated 
violence, they were immediately placed under 
arrest by the Oakland Police Department and 
labeled the only suspects. 

Charges were never filed against the two, 
and they are now bringing suit against Richard 
Held, Agent in Charge of the San Francisco 
bureau of the FBI, the Oakland Police Depart- 
ment, the Mendocino and Humboldt County 
Sheriff's Departments, Ukiah City Police and 
individual officers within those agencies. Held, 
who has handled the case for the FBI, was 
previously involved in COINTELPRO interven- 
tions in the American Indian Movement and 
the Black Panthers. Bari and Cherney contend 
that they are victims, not criminals, and that 
their case has been improperly investigated by 
law enforcement. Suggesting that no effort was 
made to find the true perpetrators, they charge 
that: 

-Evidence was destroyed by leaving the 
car unattended for several days; 

-Police officials misrepresented facts in 
order to implicate Bari and Cherney when 
reporting the story to the media, including the 
release of a misleading photograph; 

-Dozens of death threats prior to the 
bombing were ignored by police at the time 
they occurred, and dismissed as irrelevant after 
the attack; 

-Evidence has been withheld from investi- 
gators hired by Bari and Cherney, contrary to 
normal police procedure; 

-the FBI has continued to treat them as 
suspects in order to maintain control of the 
investigation, rather than turning it over to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

Bari vHeld asks that a full investigation be 
immediately conducted, that their names be 
publicly exonerated, that law enforcement be 
restrained from engaging in such disruption of 
justice in the future and that unnecessary evi- 
dence in police files be destroyed. In addition 
they are asking for damages from the various ' 
law enforcment agencies in the amount of $3.2 
million, and are asking for $14 million from 
the person or entity responsible for the 
bombing, should the guilty party be discov- 
ered. Attorney William Simpich is represent- 
ing Bari and Cherney pro bono, but other legal 
expenses are quickly mounting. Donations are 
urgently requested Checks should be made out 
to the Rural Institute and earmarked for Darryl 
Cherney. Send them to EF!, POB 34, 
Garberville,CA 95440. 


that the techniques of COINTELPRO have been 
used here in an attempt to disrupt us, discredit us, 
create a climate of fear, and derail our attempts to 
save the redwoods. Here are some examples of 
standard COINTELPRO practices that have shown 
up in our community: 

Black Propaganda — This term refers to in- 
formation that appears to come from one source 
(EF!) but actually comes from another source (FBI 
or timber). The fake press releases that were 
distributed before the bombing fit this category. 

continued on page 27 
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Harmony: The Myth of Peace, 

The Return to Balance 


By Lone Wolf Circles 

PEACE: Free of conflict or disturbance. 

There is no peace in the natural world. 
The ocean we named Pacific is anything but 
tranquil. What appears as peaceful is the occa- 
sionally calm surface, concealing mighty cur- 
rents underneath. Even this is a moving line 
between two elements, a porous membrane 
where different powers touch. Nature's diverse 
expressions are the result of determined indi- 
viduation. Life's many shapes are formed by 
the tension between opposable forces. 

Life exists by feeding on life, the aggres- 
sive act of predation, ^ientists have 
proven what primitive people already 
knew, that even plants experience pain 
when killed. Vegetarianism seems peacg- 
ful because we fail to hear the screams? 

Redtail hawks feast on scrambling 
cottontails, buck deer crash headlong 
into one another during rut, trout 
chase other fish away from their 
spawning grounds, and squirrels de- 
fend their nests with vicious bites and 
a furious stamping of paws. Aggression 
rovides a service for the natural world, 
arning for each species the food it eats, 
e passing down of the strongest ge- 
netic traits, the survival of the young, the 
inviolability of their niche, and the integ- 
rity of their life's unmanipulated dance/j 
*“ Modern warfare is depersonalized a^y 
gression, institutionalized violence on a 
massive scale. Other than hunting for 
sustenance, intra-species aggression in the 
animal world seldom results in death. Wolf 
packs do not form alliances to drive their prey 
to extinction. Even among North American 
tribal peoples, alliances were limited to shared 

bioregions, and the greatest honor in a conflict 
was to shame the other warrior by touching 
him without killing him — counting coup. 

The fault for thousands of years of geno- 
cidal warfare lies directly with civilization it- 
self, which objectifies aggression and sets it to 
serve an all-powerful abstract: government. 
The resource exploitation and division of labor 
that began with the rise of city-states rapidly 
grew into the industrial factories of today's war 
machine. The development of awesome new 
weaponry parallels the depersonalization of 
aggression and the devaluing of life. We have 
thermonuclear warheads, with the power to 
destroy every living thing on the planet many 
times over, poised to strike people we will never 
now well enough to find a reason to hurt, 
ivilization has debased our animus, robbed us 
f our true nature. It has made us fear without 
nderstanding, starve without hunger, lust 
ithout living, kill without anger. 

"Peace" is a false ideal promoted by war- 
ring states. "Peace" is the static resolution for 
which all wars are ostensibly fought. We "fight 
for peace," the time of pacification between 
conflicts when control and aggression are in- 
ternalized by people, when bribery and coer- 
cion are substituted for raw force, and when 
power over the individual is therefore com- 
plete. "Peace" is the public relations child of 
the war machine. 

We wage war against the Earth as we wage 
war on each other. Civilized Europeans "dis- 
covered" a continent already inhabited by mil- 
lions of indigenous people and billions of non- 
human species. They proceeded to "pacify" the 
native populations in deadly earnest, "cap- 
ture" the mountain peaks, "tame" the rivers, 
and "conquer" the "virgin" wilderness. The 
analogy of an environmental war zone is all too 
real when seen from the middle of a devastated 
Oregon clearcut, heard in the blast of high- 
explosives at yet another dam site, or witnessed 
in the Forest Service's bombardment of East 
Texas forests with Vietnam-vintage napalm to 
"save" them from insects. Even our rural road 
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system is a veritable Auschwitz to the community 
of li fe it en tombs. 

r ~~~~ we domesticated the Earth, never realizing ' 
we are the Earth, and that wej 
ticated ourselves. 


ve in turn domes-^ 
e slra The 



specializa- ■ tion, in- 

fantilism, and diminished alertness of the cows 
and sheep we down-bred. Prehistoric cattle were 
magnificent creatures with incredible eyesight 
and an unbelievable sense of smell. Their prog- 
eny were the test against which early hunters 
pitted themselves in solitary rites of passage. Like 
the African tribesman facing his fate in the eyes of 
a formidable lion, the primal European hunter 
could easily become the hunted, back-trailed and 
ambushed by the wary bovine. Not so with the 
opaque-eyed cows of today. 

have pawned our once acute senses until 
it is almost too late to retrieve them. Like those 
animals we domesticated, we are dulled by our 
comforts, debilitated by our habits, disconnected 
from our bodies ancLdisenchanted in the face of 
pathogenic rationaleVTechnology is the puppet 
of civilization, the iron in the chains that bind us, 
the tool of our voluntary enslavement, and the 
weapon of war. Leaps in technology are usually a 
response to these wars, or to the threat of them — 
complex advances that enlist and entrap us even 
as they intimidate or annihilate ouf imagined 
enemies. 

The destruction wrought by multi-ton 
nuclear warheads is so complete and so general 
that no individual would ever use one to defend 
himself. They are used, instead, to defend con- 
cepts. Governments. Ideas. Modern war is based 
on alienation and abstraction, not anger. Soldiers 
are taught to feel no emotions as they "neutralize 
targets" (never recognized as the living bodies of 
people they had no personal contact with). Mass 
genocide is a product of our depersonalization, 
not our anger. 

The wav to put an end to institutionalized 
ar is to eliminate i n <ui u i ti on s if we were willing, 
we could divest and deny them validity. Acquies- 
cence legitimizes the systems and processes ush- 
ering all life to the sheer brink of extinction. 

Our honest anger is a necessary counterbal- 
ance to this ponderous machine of destruction. 
Being emotional is not "taking on the negative 
energy" of the enemy, for this is an enemy with- 


nt 

It 


out feeling. Anger is a balanced and crucial 
response to the cutting of the last old-growth 
forests, the obliteration of the wild wolf, and the 
installation of the newest missile system in the 
heartland of this continent. The "plowshares" 
defendants imprisoned for beating on live war- 
heads with simple hammers were responsive 
counterweights. The hundreds of conscientious 
protestors arrested each year for trespassing at the 
Nevada Nuclear Test Site are counterweights. In 
the looming shadow of Armageddon, it is feel- 
ing nothing and doing nothing that is wrong. 
Koyanasquaatsi: World out of balance. 

War will end, not when we "establish 
peace," but when we return to life-in-bal- 
ance, to an equilibrium not only between 
each other, but between us and all other 
elements of nature as well. In dance, this 
is called choreography. In music, we call 
this balance of differing tones "har- 
mony." 

Our acculturation removes us 
from the natural composition. We are 
superimposed discordantly over the re- 
ceding musical tapestry. We are sepa- 
rated from the tonal symmetry, the 
congruity of contentious elements in 
perfect balance with one another. Our 
quest, then, is not only to find "peace" — 
those moments of quiet between notes — 
but also to guarantee harmony: human 
reproportionment within life's "move- 
ment." 

Our activated response is choice minstrelsy, 
a contribution to balance, a melodious resis- 
tance. We go from the score-keeping of war into 
the musical score, re-living our rhythmic pur- 
pose, reintegrating into the greater "arrange- 
ment" of undivided nature. The opposite of 
passivity is activism, not violence. There is no 
time for pacification. We are needed now more 
than ever to orchestrate the madness our civiliza- 
tion has wrought. The maestro's baton doubles 
as a magic wand, insistently provoking a return 
to the balance of a harmonic whole. 



Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked 
in neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion 
doesn't get enough editorial attention? Don't 
despair. Just send us enough material to fill up the 
center section of the journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as you 
desire. You will be completely responsible for any- 
thing you print on your pages. Lay it out if you want 
to, or take advantage of whatever expertise we may be 
able to offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes 
around, unless another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 

This issue's blank wall is by an anonymous group 
of troublemakers. 





A JOURNAL OF THE TURTLE ISLAND BILE-REGION 


ANOTHER SOLUTION TO THE POPULATION PROBLEM 
We've been treated to some really wild ideas over, the years about how to 
deal with the population problem, but no really palatable solutions. First 
there was the AIDS article that got everybody all riled up thinking that it 
was okay if nature ran its course through humanity by disease. Then we 
had the immigration articles, sort of a turn em back at the borders and give 
them guns to fix their own problems at home. Actually I liked giving them 
guns but it seemed like we could then truck them to corporate America for 
target practice. Then the oral sex article which was maybe an okay one 
liner that drug on for a whole page and said little new. So while listening to 
a Dana Lyons tape for the thousandth time (it's stuck in my tape deck), I 
received a vision from that culinary expert, Alfred Packer, who dealt with a 
little starvation problem on Donner Pass a hundred years ago. What is the 
one resource that we have in super-abundance, : and seems to be self perpet- 
uating. Well, of course, humans. Rather than spend a whole page explain- 
ing the ins and outs of cannibalism I'll leave it up to all of you to 
figure it out, but please send your favorite recipes . . . 


100th revision of a famous Dana Lyons song: 
I am a cannibal 
You are a cannibal 
We are all cannibals 
We act like cannibals 


The cannibals have some class 
They eat each others, uh, hash 
They really are a crazy bunch 
They munch each other for lunch, 


ha 


We are all cannibals 
We act like cannibals 
We eat like cannibals 
We taste like cannibals 


Okay, you should be out defending the forests, 
deserts, oceans. But, ya gotta eat and every- 
body eventually ends up: 

LOST IN THE SUPERMARKET 
I'm all lost in the supermarket 
I can no longer shop happily 
Came in for a special offer 
Guaranteed personality, I'm lost 
the Clash 1980 


It's hard to resist educating people 
about their buying habits. Stickers on 
tuna cans must have had a big effect in 
changing corporate policy, but a stick- 
er on meat that says "wooves not hooves" 
probably sails right over most people. 

"Boycott Coors" (pronounced 'Sewers') 
stickers are to the point, but probably a 
seal of endorsement for the Abundant Wildlife 
crowd. On the other hand even the dumbest 
earth killer understands flat beer and spilled 
beer odor. Just make sure you don't leave prints 
on those pop-tops sewer beers. Then, there is 
the veal industry, and disposable diapers and 
insecticides, where do we draw the line? 

She walked into the Consumeway, a faint odor 
of spilled 'Sewers' wafted by her nose. She 
smiled, Joe was already here and in action. 
Sauntering by the canned meat and fish aisle she 
inspected the tuna cans, all were P.C. (politi- 
cally correct). She walked up to the fresh meat 
section, agonized deeply for about 3 seconds 
about wasting such lovely meat and styro, then 
grabbed two packages of vea! roast, ripped them 
open, then neatly deposited them in a box of 
Landfill Bound diapers in the back of the row. 
She then headed for the housewares. Approach- 
ing, she could hear the ethereal ring of GE light 
bulbs striking the palm of a hand, filaments! 
dangling like twisted power lines. Joe stood 
mid-aisle, surrounded by toxic cleaning chemi- 
cals and garden poisons. He inspected his com- 
puter print out of boycott products. "Looks like 
the rest of this aisle will have to go", he said, 
reaching for his paintbrush. Within moments 
the aisle, and everything on it were reeking 
with a foul smell (butyric acid) that was ab- 
sorbed by the packaging, and they were out the door. 
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If a local 
industry is 
having trouble 
changing to to an 
environmentally sound 
practice a paper monkeyw- 
renching technique can produce the 
desired results. Recently, we sent 
flyers to many businesses and groups 
announcing a Recycling Party that 
would celebrate the regional newspa- 
pers construction of a new de-inking 
plant using old newspapers instead of 
trees. Two days later that newspaper 
ran an article calling the 'recycling 
party' a hoax and tried to explain why 
their paper mill didn't make recycled 
newsprint. The day of the "party" we 
brought 4 tons of old newspapers to 
their front door. Others brought some 
after seeing this flyer, and all the TV 
stations covered the event. That was 
fun enough, but the real satisfaction 
came 3 weeks later. The newspaper 
announced that they were going to 
build a de-inking plant using non- 
chlorine bleaching to produce news- 
print. If only every action had such 
immediate results! 
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ALERT! NATIONAL FOREST APPEALS ACTION 


This is a call to all activists to take to their 
typewriters and word-processors for a paper 
jamming session of untold proportion, in an effort 
to scramble the scandal of forest destruction on 
the National Forests of the entire U. S. Some of 
you disdain the process and would rather spend 
money paying court costs for blockades and tree 
sits but activists have been stopping tjmber sales 
and causing huge delays by appeals.<4i,nfortunately 
rr nny timhnr satee-ewb ^ a inn million hnarH 
feet sale on the Nez Perce National Forest in Idaho 
are sliding through unscathed. 
n So here is the plan; pick one, two, a dozen or 
every cotton pickin one of the planned timber 
sales on your local National Forest and file an ap- 
peal. If you don't know whether sales are planned 
get yer butt down to the district ranger or call 
and find out what is currently being planned. Ap- 
pealing a sale is a simple, easy procedure that can 
significantly slow the machines of destruction. _tt.\ 
can also .be a way of establishing rapport an d 
credibility with the local Forest D firP nnn<i>l in p 
way that demonstrations rarely could. ( (HOWEVER, , 
this does not mean demonstrations are n ot useful!) / 
Htfi i itii'iTDef, the Forest service does not like ip- 


appeal TO THE REGIONAL FORESTER 
OF THE UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE 
REGION 


THE 


GROUP 


Appellant, 


FOREST SUPERVISOR 

National Forest, 

Region _ 

U. S. Forest Service, 


Deciding Officer 


) In re: Appeal of the) 
) Decision Notice and 
) Finding of No 
) Significant Impact 

) for the 

) Timber Sale in the 

) National Forest 

) Ranger District| 

) 

) 


APPELLANTS 

NOTICE OF APPEAL, REQUEST FOR STAY, 
STATEMENT OF REASONS, 

RELIEF REQUEST 


DATED THIS DAY OF 


1991. 


Your name 
Your group (if any) 
Address 
Phone # 


other names or groups here 


(Start a new page, double spaced for the 
rest of the text beginning with) : 


On 


NOTICE OF APPEAL 

_ 1991, Forest Supervis- 


peals, they screw up planning, they make extra 
work for the Freds, and they tie up timber sales. 

Here is the scenario; Blast and Mangle National 
Forest has projected a timber sale in their 5 
year (6 month, 1 year, etc.) plan called Smash & 
Tear for the W. Fork of Smatea Creek with a pro- 
jected cut of 5.6 mmbf (m=thousand, mm=million 
bf=board feet). First the Freds send out a letter 
notifying all interested parties that "scoping" is 
taking place for S & M. The info, questions, etc. 
gathered from this mailing are then used to draw 
up a range of alternatives as mandated in NEPA 
(National Environmental Policy Act) which deals 
with procedural requirements. Failure to use 
this info where pertinent is a violation of the 
Act. 

The range of alternatives should contain a va- 
riety of options from no-action to something 
more akin to nuclear war. The Freds will gener- 
ally choose an alternative with a cut close to 
their projected quota (5.6mmbf in this case). 
When an alternative is chosen, a Record of Deci- 
sion (R.O.D.) and a Finding of No Significant Im- 
pact (FONSI) will be issued. Once the R.O.D. and 
FONSI are signed by the Forest Supervisor (for 
sales over 2mmbf, under 2mmbf by the Dis- 
trict Ranger), also known as the Deciding Of- 
ficer, and published in the local newspaper, 
you will have 45 days in which to appeal the 
decision. You must have the appeal post- 
marked on or before the deadline. Remem- 
ber there will be no extensions, so verify 
the starting date with the ranger district. 

O. K. its time to appeal! First make an 
appointment with ranger district on which 
the S&M Timber Sale is located in order 
to review their Analysis File. The Anal- 
ysis File will contain all the information 
gathered during the scoping process - 
use this to make your case. More often 
than not there will be insufficient in- 
formation in the file because the Freds 
do not have the money to carry out 
research, only to cut and road the 
natural heritage. As always your 
best tools will be knowledge of natural 
systems, the area, and past logging/ 
road building effects. Also, of additional 
importance will be some knowledge of 
NEPA and NFMA (National Forest Man- 

********** 

tivities, if implemented, would adversely 
impact and irreparably harm the natural 
qualities of the project area. 


agement Act, which deals with site-specific 
analysis). Request these documents from your 
state Audubon or Wilderness Society. Specifi- 
cally, request 36 C.F.R. Part 217, 219, and 
NEPA 40 C.F.R. But, given time constraints, use 
the following outline. Fill in with it your National 
Forest & Ranger District, locations, specific 
comments, arguments, pleadings, etc. and your 
signature. NOTE, this sample sale is a large 
sale, and is so addressed to the Regional Fo- 
rester, who is the Reviewing Officer. 
However, if it were a small sale (usually under 
2mmbf) it would go to the Forest Supervisor, 

National Forest. Check with your area 

to verify what is considered a small sale. So 
here goes, to the left is the first page of your 
appeal (our comments in bold type). 


issued a Record of Decision, Finding The 


or 

No Significant Impact, and accompanying Environ- 
mental Assessment (EA) for the Timber 

Sale approving a proposal, styled Alternative 

to harvest million board feet of timber, and 

construct miles of new road within the 

Planning Areas, located in the Ranger Dis- 

trict in the National Forest. 

Notice is hereby given pursuant to 36 C.F.R. 
217.1 et:seq that (your group or name), 
(address and phone number), appeals the de- 
cision to the Regional Forester, Region _, U S D 
A Forest Service from Forest Supervisor name 
Record of Decision (R.O.D), Finding of No Signifi- 
cant Impact, and Environmental Assessment for the 

Timber Sale. 

The Appellants believe that the Forest Supervis- 
or's decision is in error and not in accordance with 
the legal requirements of the National Environmen- 
tal Policy Act (NEPA), 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq, and 
The National Forest Management Act (NFMA) 16 
U.S.C. 1600 et seq. The Timber Sale direct- 

ly and significantly affects (whom?). Many of 
these members regularly engage in work, recrea- 
tion, and other forest related activities in or near 

the project area. The Timber Sale 

would adversely affect the appellants’ use and en- 
joyment of the area by extensive logging and road 
building, which will degrade fisheries, wildlife hab- 
itat, water quality, and visual beauty. These ac- 


REQUEST FOR A STAY 

_Timber Sale Decision No- 


tice and Finding of No Significant Impact vio- 
late 42 U.S.C. 4223 et seq (herein after 
called NEPA). This decision violates NEPA, 
NFMA, and Forest Plan direction. All activi- 
ties pertaining to the sale must be halted until 
the Forest Service complies with these fed- 
eral regulations. 

Appellants request a stay, for the duration 
of this appeal, of the Forest Supervisor's de- 
cision to approve the Timber Sale. 

Specifically, appellants request that the For- 
est Service halt the offering and awarding of 
any commercial timber sale, any planning or 
offering bids for construction and recon- 
struction of any roads, and further marking 
of any trees in the Planning Area for the 
proposed sale. This stay request should be 
granted for the following reasons: 

The Timber Sale would irreversibly 

alter the existing natural character of the 

Creek drainage. Soil stability would be 

compromised, stream shading lost, sedimen- 
tation would increase, and the forest would 
be fragmented, resulting in less fish and 
wildlife diversity than would otherwise exist 
if the area were allowed to recover from 
past logging and road building. 

The is a small not for profit 

group which does not have the resources to 



retain an 
attorney for 
extended peri- 
ods of time neces- 
sary should the sale be sold, and Discre- Region ~ 
tionary Review as provided in Part 200 E. B 

217.7(d) be implemented. The 24 hour Region 2 

delay period before awarding of the sale Lakewooi 
would not provide adequate time for the Region 3 
appellants to retain an attorney. Albuqueri 

The Record of Decision relies on an in- Region 4 

complete assessment of the environmen- 324 25th 

tal impacts when it concludes that the se- Region 5 

lected alternative is the optimal San Fran 

management strategy for the Region 6 

Planning Area. 319 S.W. 

For these reasons, a decision reached Re gion 8 

after the removal of mmbf of tim- Atlanta, 

ber and construction of miles of roads Region 9 

would be moot; our interests would not 310 W. V 

be protected and a decision would not be Region 1( 

meaningful. Juneau, i 


Page 20 Earth FirstI Litha, 1991 






The 


OVERVIEW 

Timber Sale Environmental Assessment 


The 


Timber Sale Decision Notice and 


fails to address many complex environmental factors 
associated with this sale. It is in violation of the in- 
tent and legal requirements of the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA). 

This lack of site specific anaylsis is a clear viola- 
tion of NEPA U.S.C. 4321 et seq and its mandatory 
implementing regulations. Pursuant to section 102 
(2) (c) of NEPA every Federal agency must prepare a 
complete detailed analysis of the environmental con- 
sequence of their proposed actions (See also 40 
C.F.R. 1508.7, 1508.8, 1508.9 ,and 1508.25). 

The Decision Notice relies on incomplete biological 
evaluations and water quality analysis which wrongly 
conclude that the sale will have no significant effect 
on wildlife, fisheries, and water quality. For these 
reasons and others given in the Statement of Reasons 
and the Finding of "No Significant Impact" violates the 
reasonableness test under the NEPA. 



Regional Offices 

1 MT, north ID, ND, POB 7669 Fed. Bldg, 
(roadway St., Missoula, MT 59807 
L CO, WY, SD 1 1 1 77 W. 8th Av„ 
d, CO 80225-0127 (303) 236-9431 
I AZ, NM, OK, TX, 517 Gold Ave. S.W. 
que, NM 87102 (505) 842-3292 

_ ID, NV, UT.west. WY, Federal Bldg. 
St., Ogden, UT 84401 
i California 630 Sansome St, 
tcisco, CA 94111 (415) 556-4310 

Oregon- Washington 

Pine POB 3623, Portland, OR 97208 
Southern states: 1 720 Peachtree Rd SW 
GA 30367 (404) 347-4191 

1 IL, IN, Ml, MN, MO, NH, PA, VT, WV.WI 
Visconsin Ave., Milwaukee, Wl 53203 

2 AK Fed. Bldg POB 21 628 

AK 99802-1628 (907) 586-8806 


EA also violate the National Forest Manage- 
ment Act (NFMA) and Forest Plan require- 
ments for the management of water, fishery, 
and wildlife resource. The EA fails to address 
the effect the proposed action will have on bio- 
logical corridors and wildlife migration and 
does an inadequate cumulative effects analy- 
sis. 

STATEMENT OF REASON 

(List highlights of your arguments, 
Old growth, water quality, fisheries, 
wildlife, scenic beauty, recreation, 
current use, cultural heritage, etc. 
Arguments must be tailored to the 
above arguments, in a general sense. 
That is, you need to cite specific 
NEPA & NFMA violations as well as 
case law. A few examples are) : 

The planning document (which is usually an 
Environmental Assessment but could be an EIS) 
must contain all pertinent information that is 
or should be part of the decision making pro- 
cess (Trout Unlimited V. Morton, 509 F2d 
1276, 1282; (9th Cir. Court 1974)). The pro- 
cedural requirements of NEPA must be strictly 
interpreted "to the fullest extent possible" 
(California v. Block, 690 F2d. 753, 760; (9th 
Cir. Court 1982)). The courts have empha- 
sized the importance of the EIS as a disclosure 
document: "... The EIS (EA)process should 
serve to alert the public of what the agency 
intends to do and give the public enough infor- 
mation to be able to participate intelligently in 
the process" (Id. @ 772). These requirements 
are echoed in the provisions of the NFMA and 
implementing regulations regarding meaningful 
public participation in the planning process. 16 
U.S.C. 1604(d); 36 C.F.R. 219.6. 

The analysis file contained no specific data 
collected on water quality including % cobble 
imbeddedness, turbidity, fecal coliform, or 
sedimentation. Pursuant to Section 102 (2) 
(C) of NEPA, every federal agency must pre- 
pare a complete detailed analysis of the envi- 
ronmental consequences of their proposed 
actions. (See also 40 C.F.R. 1508.25, 
1508.8, 1508.9.) 

Lack of quantitative data on "sound factual 
basis" (FSM 220.2(3). also NFMA 36 C.F.R. 
219.5(7), FSM 2532.1, 2532.2(3), 3570.42 
(2) which mandate sound factual scientific 
evaluation. 

Federal antidegradation regulations issued 
under the Clean Water Act also require full 
protection of existing beneficial uses from 
both point and nonpoint sources of pollution. 40 
C.F.R. 131.12 (1987). 

In the case Northwest Indian Cemetery Pro- 
tective Ass'n v. Peterson, 764 F2d. 581 (9th 
Cir. 1985) the court rejected Forest Service 
arguments that the agency had complied with 
the Clean Water Act by proposing to follow the 
agency's "best management practices": 

The lack of thresholds, and scientifically 
substantiated predictions of the sediment pro- 
duced as a result of the logging and road build 


The last page of the appeal is the request for relief. Us 
the example in the box to the right. You can include a biblioc 
raphy or list of references or attachments such as supportin 
letters on separate pages. Then copy your appeal and sen 
two registered copies to the Regional Forester. Check with 
your district ranger to see who the appeal is to be sent to. 
you are in other regions check with your local district range 

for who to send it to. This appeal will probably cost yoi 

$10-$15 depending on length. The better your arguments, th< 
better chance you have to have the sale cancelled. The issue; 
that are winning appeals are lack of wildlife, water qualit 
and old growth baseline and sit specific data, and inadequati 
cumulative effects studies. If the regional denies your appes 
you have 15 days to appeal to the reviewing officer in Wash 
D.C., some groups have won appeals at this level. If you wan 
a copy of a successful appeal write to the Journal, send $3 fo 
copying costs. If you want this appeal on computer disk (Mac 

intosh) send five bucks, then you don't have to type it up. 

Good luck, get out this summer, help keep the fo 
rests standing, and make this a great action! 


ing violates Forest Service policy which is to 
conduct habitat management on a "sound, 
factual basis" (FSM 220.2(3), and is in vio- 
lation of NFMA 36 C.F.R. 219.5(7), FSM 
2532.1, 2532.2(3), and 3570.42(2) which 
also mandates sound, factual scientific eval- 
uation. The high probability for continued 

degradation of watershed as a result of 

this proposed sale is in violation of NFMA 16 
U.S.C. 1604(g) (3) (E-F). 

Failure to fully consider the cumulative 
impacts of this sale is a violation of NEPA 
1508.7, and 1508.25. 

The EA violates NFMA 36 C.F.R. 

219.23 (c) which states "Forest planning 
shall provide for: .."estimation of the proba- 
ble occurrence of various levels of water 
volume, including extreme events which 
would have a major impact on the planning 
area." 

Omission of this information violated 
NEPA 40 C.F.R. 1502.22 (a) and (b): "...If 

the agency proceeds, it shall include a worst 
case analysis and an indication of the proba- 
bility or improbability of its occurrence." 
This lack of credible scientific analysis is a 
violation of NEPA 40 C.F.R. 1500.1 (b). 

The Forest Service must take the requisite 
"hard look" at the effect this sale will have 
on biological corridors (Marble Mt. Audubon 
v. Rice 914 S.2nd 179 (9th Cir. 1990)). 

NEPA 40 C.F.R. 1500.1 (b) requires ac- 
curate scientific analysis of the impacts and 
public scrutiny. 

By failing to discuss the above im- 
pacts the EA has failed to take the re- 

quired "hard look" at cumulative impacts 
(Kleppe v. Sierra Club, 427 U.S. 390, 410 n. 
21, 965 S. Ct. 2718, 491 L Ed. 2nd 576 
(1976); and Save the Yaak Committee v. 
Block, 840 F2d 714 (9th Cir. 1988). 

The NFMA requires the Forest Service to 
"...insure that timber will be harvested from 
National Forest System lands only where ... 
(i) soil, slope, or other watershed conditions 
will not be irreversibly damaged (16 U.S.C. 
1604 (g) (3) (E)). The lack of an adequate 
soils analysis does not insure adherence to 
this law. 

CEQ regulations provide that "impacts 
shall be discussed in proportion to their sig- 
nificance" (40 C.F.R. 1502.2 (b), and that 
"data and analysis. ..shall be commensurate 
with their importance (40 C.F.R. 1502.15). 


REQUEST FOR RELIEF 
As has been documented in the Statement 

of Reasons, the Timber Sale 

Record of Decision, Finding of No Signifi- 
cant Impact, and Environmental Assess- 
ment suffer from significant deficiencies 
and arrive at inaccurate and unreliable 
conclusions. These deficiencies must be 
corrected before the decision maker, and 
the public, can truly and adequately ad- 
dress all forseeable impacts and effects 
resulting from the proposed actions. 

The Appellants request relief in the form 
of a full withdrawal of the Decision Notice 
and the Environmental Assessment, and 
that a comprehensive analysis for NAME 
OF WATERSHED or ENDANGERED WILDLIFE 
or LACK OF OLD GROWTH INVENTORY, ETC. 
be undertaken through an EIS. 

The Appellant seeks a stay pending ap- 
peal. 


DATED THIS 29th DAY OF MARCH, 1991. 


JSIGN HERE) 

Your name 

Your groups name (optional) 
Your address 

-pg#- 
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WORK WEAK 


GIVING COWS SHIT IN MAMBILAND 


Tumbling backwards 
In and out they go. 

Out of body 

Out of strength 

Out of understanding, 

Beauty to waste. 

Jump in the car 
Go for a spin 
Stop for a quick one 
'fore the shift begins. 

Life is a paycheck 
A car that's hot. 

Three thousand square 
Feet of living space, 

While all round the world rots! 

Send me a postcard 
and 50 bucks, 

And we'll place your name 
On the nightly spot. 

For god and country 
To gawk and admire. 

The shit never stinks 
Out in the quagmire. 


HOW TO REALLY CLOSE A ROAD 

Many of you have read the "Road Rippers' 
Guide" to closing F.S. Roads. It explains in detail 
how to research the status of roads and appeal 
to the F.S. to close roads. Sometimes it works 
and sometimes it's necessary to administrative- 
ly seek closures for specific, legally open roads. 

But on some N.F's the policy is to close roads 
after they finish cutting the trees down, since 
the only purpose for 90% of roads on northern 
forests is hauling out trees. But the freddies 
just put up a gate or mound or dirt and everyone 
finds a way around that so even roads that are 
supposed to be closed are in fact still open. 

So here's how to legally close a F.S. road that 
may even help wildlife (compared to not closing 
the road). Go out with a bunch of your friends 
and pull branches and slash across the roads for 
as long a distance as you can. Roll some boul- 
ders across, dig holes, and generally make it 
impassable . Then, the next time some asshole 
tries to drive up that road (well, yes, I've done 
it myself) they won't, it would be way too much 
work. So then it's between you and the freddoz- 
er, and besides it’s legal, really and the freds 
don't have the time or money to keep them open, 
especially if they are officially closed. 



UNDOING 

Undoing 

What we've done 

Unwrapping 

What we've wrapped 

In social norm, selfishness & blind exceptance 

Piercing the bubbles of those who 

Distrust 

Anyone who thinks, and looks, and feels 
Differently 

And is sensitive to a simple, natural flow & 
"Knowing" 

Made evident and spectacular by 
More time spent 

Outdoors ... Included (in the Out) .... 

Not behind walls, windows & doors ... Not 
Watching from a distance as 
Predator and Prey where 
Death 

May be the Outcome 

For one 

For an instant 

Fortunately 

Not a prolonged, grueling, lingering, 

Snail travelling, stomach eating 
Argueous toil and trudge at 
Meaningless Work 
Destroying soul and Earth 

P P to 

Daily .... 4 * 4 

Personal baggage dragging, Muzak Lulling 
Leaders not leading 
Behind smiles not smiling 
Elders, lacking spirit & foresight 
Deserving little respect from those feeling 
The Unwrapping, the 
UNDOING ..... 


ALTERNATE FUTURE 

"What a sterile wasteland," Dawn said. 
Spike agreed, it was a wasteland, a very 
neat intricate wasteland, something that 
looked like a hospital ward full of arms on 
intraveneous tubes. Robots scurried from 
tree to tree, measuring their size, taking 
sap samples, injecting growth material, 
then giving a medical diagnosis of the pa- 
tient at hand. "But it's a great place to 
hide, all you have to do is outrun the ro- 
bots, hide in the trees when you have to. 
In a few days we can head out, into the 
desert, maybe Mexico." 

Do robots feel pride? No, but it 
seemed FRD-E was operating very 
smoothly lately. FRD-E's territory was 
360 acres of rapidly maturing Doug fir 4 
all trees were over spec, and the growth 
parameter optimal. There had only been 
one event out of the ordinary. This was 
the entry of 2 objects, masses of 52 Kg 
and 73 Kg. These objects were touching 
off sensors and their current location was 
near the center of the unit. 

In fact, the two fugitives were sneak- 
ing up on a shack-like building, a shack 
with a lone light burning away in the 
night, now and then blinking a moth out of 
existence. The door was locked, of 
course. Attempts to pry it open led to 
finger smashing, foul words, but a door 


that withstood the attack unscathed. They 
retreated to ponder and seek out another 
resting spot for the day. 

Meanwhile FRD-E was storing data on 
the intruder location, yet unthinkingly 
continued to test tree after tree, the 
adoptive mother of these hundreds of 
stately soldiers, all ready to ship out, 
their travelling papers imminent. Finally, 
the days mothering was over, back to the 
concrete/steel bunker that was its home. 

. The unusual incident was scanned by the 
main computer, filed for 3rd priority lev- 
el; at the other end FRD-E received the fi- 
nal approval for his own transfer. Within 
45 minutes the cutters had arrived, the 
whine of saws filled the air. Now the two 
were running for their lives. It was no 
use, there were 16 cutting machines, plus 
loaders on tracks alongside each row of 
trees. 

Then Spike had an idea, "Let's create a 
diversion." "All right, how about a fire?" 
said Dawn. Soon dead branches, out of the, 
reach of the robot, were burning; next 
several trees began to burn; soon smoke 
obliterated the sky. Dawn and Spike fled 
the sector and region, the sensor dutifully 
recording their exit. 

The fire eventually caught the eye of a 
glassy-eyed operator; within the hour 


Anyone reading this journal knows cattle do more 
damage to the land then a herd of drunks playing fris- 
bee golf. Unfortunately the small group of ranchers 
carry a lot more clout than the unorganized masses. 

In Mambiland we're making an effort to organize 
our mini-masses and if not totally get the cattle off 
public lands at least keep them out of the creeks and 
off the Mambi Krest. We decided to look at the For- 
est Plan to see if the guidelines are being followed for 
grazing on the forest. 

The Forest Plan states: 

"(1) Management of grazing by domestic livestock 
will be guided by project level allotment plans. All 
associated uses and values will be considered with 
special consideration given to: (A) fish and wildlife 
habitat needs; (B) timber harvest and cultural activi- 
ties; (C) riparian values; (D) recreation use; and (E) 
threatened, endangered and sensitive species. 

(2) Identify lands in unsatisfactory condition. Devel- 
op allotment plans with specific objectives 
for these lands on a priority basis under a 
schedule established by the Forest Super- 
visor. . The allotment plan will include: (1) 
a time schedule for improvement; (2) activ- 
ities needed to meet forage objectives; and 
(3) an economic analysis." 

These guidelines are not being followed. 
One grazing allotment plan I reviewed, last 
updated in 1976, listed several problem ar- 
eas which as of today have not been fixed. 
One of the main reasons is lack of funds 
since all of the dollars are funnelled into 
road building and timber harvest. This 
points out another great reason to "work 
with"your local range con. If we can pres- 
sure them to follow the Forest Plan it's go- 
ing to take bucks away from other destruc- 
tive activity. 

Every ten years the Grazing Allotment 
Plans are supposed to be updated. This hap- 
pens on a rotating basis so every couple 
years at least one allotment is under re- 
view. This is the time to get your 2 cents in. 

In Mambiland last year tax payers spent 
mucho dollars on a sudy to determine the 
condition of the allotment. This study was 
contracted out to some bozo who didn't re- 
alize riparian areas existed within the allot- 
ment. Out of over 25 transcects, in which 
the reviewer counts all the plants, bare 
ground, etc. within a 20' line using an out- 
lined procedure, not one was in a riparian 
zone. When I asked the range cbn about this 
he said, "Well that's a good point. That is 
where we have the most problems." Re- 
member when working with these folks 
you're coming up against trained profes- 
sionals. It's pretty intimidating! 

Our present strategy is to make written com- 
ments on the proposed alternatives We also in- 
tend to meet in the field with the ranchers graz- 
ing the allotments and discuss problem areas and 
solutions. And finally if our concerns aren't ad- 
dressed we may appeal the decision. 

This is our first serious effort to effect 
change in the grazing program in Mambiland so 
I'm still fairly optimistic. Time will tell if the 
BBQ pit will stay cold. 


large cargo planes had extinguished the blaze 
with fire retardant. FRD-E needed a recharge, 
but the harvest had to continue. Current esti- 
mates showed that the region would still make 
quota; beside, robots don't care, right? Spike 
and Dawn crept through the rows of a new for- 
est region; these trees were smaller, many had 
branches that could be climbed. Soon both were 
sleeping 30 feet up in the arms of a fir tree. 
Meanwhile, FRD-E was overseeing the last of 
his domain; the logs were stripped, dismem- 
bered, sliced thin and robot trucks drove 
through the night delivering the new building 
materials to the waiting masses. 

IMPORTANT NOTE TO THE FBI: 

THIS BLANK WALL WAS DONE BY AN 
I ANONYMOUS COLLECTIVE OF TROUBLEMAKERS.1 
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Radio Scanner Technology: 

Something for Everyone ^ 

By Robert Marten 


L 17 \&au* 


By Robert Marten 

For some months an acquaintance tried to 
introduce me to a man who he described as "aV 
very unique character." When we finally met 1 
was astonished by what I found. Stuart is 22 and 
lives in the back room of a mobile home, which 
is covered with wires and antennas. I met him\ 
during that brief but destructive period when the\ 
US was bombing the bladder-control out of Iraq, 1 
and Stuart, an Extra Class Ham Radio Operator, 
invited me to listen in on the goings-on. He 
ushered me into his radio room where his 
shortwave transceiver was scanning no fewer 
than 71 Desert Storm military frequencies. 

How could this be? 

Amateur transceivers, as well as modern 
shortwave receivers, can scan, search and receive 
from about 150 kiloHertz (way below the AM 
broadcast band) all the way up to 30 megaHertz 
(above the CB band). Within days of the com- 
mencement of military operations in the Gulf, 
Hams and Short Wave Listeners (SWLs) had 
pinpointed their operating frequencies and were 
listening as events unfolded. Some radio maga- 
zines had even published a partial listing of the 
frequencies. That evening I heard news first- 
hand, from targets destroyed to flight forma- 
tions, that in some instances took over a month 
to reach the general public! Does this sound like 
espionage to you? 

It's perfectly legal! And what's more, scanners 
are available that pick up where shortwave re- 
ceivers quit, from 30 megaHertz to as high as 
1300 megaHertz. I have owned an inexpensive 
pocket-scanner for a number of years and it has 
become an invaluable source of information and 
even amusement. Certain publications list secret 
frequencies of the CIA, NSA, DEA, FBI, Border 
Control, Dept, of Justice, Treasury Dept., BATF, 
cordless phones, bugging, wiretapping, covert 


'operations, surveillance, etc. My personal favor- 
ite frequencies are US Forest Service, Park Service, 
BLM, US Fish and Wildlife Service, Livestock 
Inspector, Country Sheriff, Fish and Game, and 
local logging and petroleum companies. Is your 
interest piqued? If not, there's more. 

Stuart is physically handicapped. He can 
converse at 40 words per minute using Morse 
code, but only 20 words per minute using speech. 
He can only walk with great labor and pain. The 
Hams he converses with by radio never know 
about his physical disabilities because Morse 
code has no accent. They treat him like everyone 
else. Apparently they are the only ones who do. 

' Stuart^s-smaHT-equipmenl-ladeinroom has 
countless posters of wildlife, from wolves, bears, 

, seals and manatees to an arctic fox caught in a 
leghold trap. I asked him about this latter grue- 
some image. "I identify with that one the most," 
he replied. "I identify with all of them. ..they're 

.e ndangered too." 

But not being one to dwell on his health, he 
began showing off all his surplus equipment. He 
tuned in to the AP Wire Service and an old 
teletype machine began to bang out the world's 
latest news. It was disastrous environmental 
news from the Gulf (which law prevents me from 
repeating), but Americans never got it as far as I 
can determine. Then, using an old computer 
terminal he displayed the latest weather satellite 
image of North America on his TV screen. I was 
stunned. Modestly he claimed Ham operators all 
over the world had this capability and that it was 
actually quite common. He handed me the 
brochure of an organization called Handi-Ham. 
/Amateur -Radio, it seems, is the number-on^ 
hobby embracing those with physical disabili/ 
[tiesjHandi-Ham has technicians who develop 
adaptive equipment so any neophyte with the 


severest limitations can join the hobby, enjoy 
normal conversations and engage in public ser- 
vice. 

Stuart did not know where my sympathies lay 
regarding the environment, so what followed 
surprised me. From a control box in his shack he 
rotated one of his beam antennas (a highly di- 
rectional antenna) to 310 degrees and tuned in 
on a Forest Service road crew. "Four hundred 
percent more roads than official plans allow and 
they're still building more!" he groaned. Need- 
less to say, that broke the ice. 

He stood and consulted a large Forest Service 
road map and placed a protractor from his home 
(on the map) at 3 10 degrees and drew a pencil line 
along it. He ransacked a drawer and produced a 
simple direction-finding loop, the genre used for 
tailing vehicles and radiolocation. Within min- 
utes we were on the road as Stuart rotated the 
| loop on his scanner, searching for a null in the 
signal. Four miles down the road he had a 
compass bearing of 060 degrees. Placing the 
protractor on the spot we occupied on the 
highway at 060 degrees, he drew a second line. 
Where the two lines intersected theoretically 
triangulated the origin of the transmissions. 

To verify this supposition we drove up the 
nearest Forest Service road, headed in the direc-^ 
tion of the signal. After twenty minutes of 
bouncing around we arrived at a newly graded 
road. Feeling gutsy, we decided to drive up it. The 
map indicated we should find something around 
the next twist in the canyon. Bingo! There stood 
a bulldozer, a grader, a flatbed and a logging 
truck... all within maybe a hundred yards of 
where the pencil lines intersected! Before we 
could contain our elation, a worker motioned us 
away angrily. 

continued on next page 


Radical Dollars for Wilderness? 


By Brandon Lloyd 

Where's the habitat! Where quently, the integrity of the larger Moreover, if the land is held in trust 

are those big ecosystems? ecosystem is at risk. Winter range by several hundred nature lovers, it 

America's wild lands are tom up and the productivity of riparian re- becomes hard for others to sue over 

and in a shambles. But it's time we gions must yield to the interest of the legalities of right-of-way clo- 

take it upon ourselves to really look cattle and commerce. Grizzly sures. So this leads to the idea that 

at how WE can straighten things habitat and limnetic communities we need a "Nature Conservancy" of 

out. Yep, you wrote your are destroyed by the search for a sorts that won't compromise away 

congressperson and complained to yellow rock or mature trees. our private preserves. Wilderness 

the Forest Service, but have you But all is not lost. The wonder- should be established on all lands 

thought about private lands? Not ful thing about private lands is that purchased — no motorized vehicles 

too many private lands are left once you own them, you can pretty allowed, roads ripped and reveg- 

alone for the whims of Mother much do as you please with them. If etated, buildings torn down or dis- 

Nature. In fact, many private lands you establish a private preserve, abled, hunting and flower picking 

exist which are a thorn for the loggers, miners and farmers can't verboten. Unfortunately, to my 

wilderness areas on surrounding touch it. Matter of fact, if you plan knowledge no group has taken such 

public lands. If only these lands your purchase strategically, you can a stand. The Nature Conservancy 

were managed in harmony with make it hard for such folk to log or often sells or swaps land with the 

the adjacent public or private pre- mine a nearby National Forest. federal government only to leave 

serves, a larger and more diverse 
ecosystem would be allowed to 
flourish. The idea is, the bigger the 
better. The more contiguous habi- 
tat allowed to exist, the greater the 
diversity per unit area. The idea is 
known as Island Biogeography. 

In theory, Island Biogeogra- 
phy is great. In practice it's an 
elusive ideal. With the 1872 Min- 
ing Law citizens can buy public 
lands and create a Swiss cheese 
effect within the National Forests 
or BLM lands. Our public lands are 
riddled with private inholdings 
that date back to the Homestead 
Act. The verdant valleys of many 
National Forests are privately 
owned. And finally, natural corri- 
dors between different National 
Forests, Parks or other public lands 



many of the rules up to the whims 
of the masses. Sure you've got a 
bigger National Wildlife Refuge, 
but can we build some more roads 
and drill for oil and gas? Moreover, 
that old farmhouse always seems 
to end up turning into a laboratory 
or nature center. Man needs to 
learn to let some structures die. It's 
time for negative material growth. 

This is not to belittle the ef- 
forts of the Nature Conservancy. 
They play a vital role in species 
preservation. I would suggest that 
the time may be right to manage 
lands in a "hands off" fashion. To 
that end I propose the establish- 
ment of an EF! land purchasing 
organization, Niche Network. I 
am calling upon anyone who is 
willing to contribute some time 
and effort to such a cause. If you're 
familiar with fund raising, legali- 
ties, land acquisitions or just plain 
want to help, PLEASE contact me. 
Niche Network exists only as an 
idea, but with your help it can 
become a reality. 

How You Can Help: 

Contact Brandon Lloyd, POB 
123, Wilson, WY 83014, and tell 
me how you think you can help 
and what sort of commitment 
you're willing to make. I'm in the 
process of incorporating Niche 
Network as a non-profit organiza- 
tion and am looking for people to 
serve on a board of directors and as 
officers. 
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Scanner Technology 


continued from previous page 

Please take note all you TABs 
(Temporarily Able-Bodied), you can 
do this too! All you need is a scan- 
ner and a direction-finding loop (a 
cheap and easy project). It is a 
simple process that government 
agencies teach in a mere four hour 
course. It is a favorite pastime of 
elementary school kids in China. 
Anyone with a minute amount of 
patience can do this. 

A scanner can do all that? Yes. 
Aside from listening in on what 
they're up to, you can learn exactly 
where each of their transmissions 
originates from the safety of miles 
away! So, are you ready to play 
hardball? Are you ready to legally 
collect the intelligence data neces- 
sary to expose the duplicity of these 
government agencies? Are you 
ready to stop philosophizing and 

- — "Good But by now^many'crf f you v 
are wondering what all this is lead- 
ing to. Please be patient. You are 
going to have to spend some 
money, and I am fully aware that 
most of us are always in the process 
of simplifying and minimizing the 
environmental impacts of our 
lives. ..i.e. pursuing poverty. But 
rich or poor, these are necessary 
acquisitions. Not just one or two of 
you need to follow suit, but at least 
half of you. Otherwise the process/ 
will be of severely limited effec-j 

tiveness. 

GoTcTamagazine shop and 
purchase the current copy of Popu- 
lar Communications for a mere 
$2.95. Read it from cover to cover 
including the ads, not that it will all 
be pertinent or that you need to 
understand everything, but that 
your imagination will get some 
stimulation. This article cannot 
possibly teach you what reading the 
mag can. Look for a yellow, full- 
page ad for Scanner World, USA, 10 
New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 
12208. Write or call them for a 
catalogue. They have the best prices 
and service. Begin studying and 
shopping for a hand-held scanner. I 
say "hand-held" because desk mod- 
els are awkward afield. A twenty- 
channel programmable scanner 
with search mode, full frequency 
readout, rechargeable batteries and 
AC adapter and charger will cost 
roughly $137. You will also need to 
obtain a cigarette — lighter cord for 
use in a vehicle. If you're strapped 
for cash, the Uniden BC-70XLT will 
do very well. A hundred-channel 
model with the aircraft band (not 
all that essential), scan search, re- 
chargeable batteries and adaptors 
will cost about $ 182, well worth the 
extra bucks. Extremely elaborate 
models which find and automati- 
cally program previously unknown 
frequencies will cost even more. If 
you buy one of these, the frequency 
information you collect will be es- 
sential to your colleagues with 
simpler scanners. But whatever you 
do, do not buy a scanner that re- 
quires crystals. Only a program- 
mable scanner will do the job you 
have in store. 

Never buy anything but re- 
chargeable Nickel-Cadmium bat- 
teries for any electronic device. 
They recharge hundreds of times, 
yet only cost twice as much as 
alkalines, and throw-away Carbon- 


Zinc and Alkaline batteries are a 
major toxic disposal hazard. The 
best deals on all-purpose Ni-Cad 
chargers are the GE models at K- 
Mart (though GE is a major manu- 
facturer of nuclear weapons). 
When you get your scanner you will 
no doubt wonder at the flexible 
rubber antenna. This is known as a 
"rubber duckie" and provides ad- 
equate reception when you clip the 
radio to your belt for use. However, 
when monitoring the radio inside a 
vehicle, a roof-mounted antenna 
will increase range 4-8 times. At 
home, a scanner antenna such as 
Radio Shack #20-176 at $15.95, 
raised on a mast, will increase your 
range 10 to 20 times. More money, 


listen to predator callers and for 
other forms of surveillance with a 
long-range microphone. Obtain 
Forest Service road maps of your 
area and cover them in clear vinyl. 
Now you will be able to draw and 
erase lines on the maps. 

Radio Shack and Scanner World, 
USA stock directories with a 
listener's guide, codes and fre- 
quency listings of your state and 
region from $4.00 to $7.95. Learn 
to use the directory. You may wish 
to purchase other books with such 
provocative titles as Top Secret or 
Latest Intelligence as your purse per- 
mits. The source of such interesting 
titles is: CRB Research Books, POB 
56, Commack, NY 11725. Write 



Connecting scanner and dictating machine to record incoming transmissions 


but dramatic improvements in per- 
formance. Since few nature-loving 
people would actually enjoy listen- 
ing to a scanner all day, you will also 
need to acquire a voice-actuated 
miniature dictating machine, the 
common variety that use those 
little microcassettes. Decent brands 
sell for $33 to $40. Then you will 
need a simple patchcord (Radio 
Shack #42-2152 at $3.39) to con- 
nect the scanner earphone jack to 
the tape recorder microphone jack. 
Whenever the scanner stops on an 
active channel the recorder will au- 
tomatically turn on for the duration 
of ttie transmission. Leave them 
connected all day and listen to the 
results at your convenience rather 
than hearing the radio squawk all 
day. Plug an earphone into the tape 
recorder's earphone jack if you 
want to listen to the scanner while 
it is recording. The tape recorder 
must be of reasonable quality be- 
cause you can use it to wire yourself, 


and ask for their catalogue. 

Once you begin monitoring you 
may notice that there is not always 
action on the airwaves. Your tape 
recorder will help collect info on 
slow days, especially in winter. 
However, upon rising in the morn- 
ing you might listen directly to the 
scanner to get a sense of any activity 
planned for the day. Take the time 
to get to know local operations and 
procedures so you are thoroughly 
acquainted with the day-to-day 
business of the specific agencies 
that interest you. 

There are a few laws governing 
your monitoring and I know you 
won't want to break them. You may 
listen in, but you must keep to your- 
self whatever information you may 
hear, although scanner clubs break 
this rule regularly when they meet 
to discuss what they have heard 
lately. Information may also not 
be used for personal gain or to aid in 
committing a crime. You, of course, 
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are modest and will be trying to 
prevent crime. Coded, scrambled 
and encrypted transmissions may 
not be monitored... like who wants 
to listen to buzzes and whistles? 
However this will not prevent you 
from locating their sources. Mobile 
and cellular phone conversations 
are also supposedly off-limits. It 
would be wise and comforting to 
remember that monitoring laws are 
virtually impossible to enforce or 
prosecute. Radio Direction Finding 
(RDF) is completely, perfectly and 
totally legal and is a sport in many 
countries and among Hams. 

I hope this will spark some inter- 
est in handicapped activists. Letter- 
writing need not be your only form 
of activism. I know of one woman 
who broke into a closed session of a 
county commissions meeting with 
a yellow bulldozer plow (cardboard) 
affixed to the front of her wheel- 
chair to protest the destruction of 
public lands. Others keep an ear to 
the ground, like Stuart. Don't be shy 
just because we TABs still need to be 
enlightened. Work with us and 
teach us a thing or two. Not every 
environmental activist is a Social 
Darwinist assuming you should be 
eaten by carnivores if you cannot 
climb Mt. Hood barehanded! 

For further information about 
Amateur Radio for the handi- 
capped, write to: Courage Handi- 
Ham System, 3915 Golden Valley 
Road, Golden Valley, MN 55422. 
And TABs, invite your handicapped 
friend for a surveillance drive on 
some back roads. Imagine what it 
would be like to be a nature-lover 
but unable to really experience it. 
And isn't that what we're all fight- 
ing to preserve? Your help and 
encouragement can brighten lives, 
make friends and save the planet. 
Now do your homework. 

Comanche 
Peak: 

For 
The 
Birds 

Bird droppings are being blamed 
for a brief power outage at the 
Comanche Peak nuclear power 
plant. 

"It appears that enough animals 
went to the bathroom between in- 
sulators to make a ground," said 
spokesman Jerry Lee for TU Electric, 
which runs the facility. 

Lee said Friday he believes buz- 
zards are responsible for the depos- 
its on an elevated electric line 13 
miles from the plant. 

"They're big birds," he said. 

Thursday's short, which lasted 
less than a second, caused the 
nuclear plant to switch to emer- 
gency generator power. While do- 
ing that, a pump that cools the 
reactor was shut down for eight 
minutes, a Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission spokesman said. 

"There was no safety threat," 
NRC spokesman Frank Ingram said. 
—DALLAS (AP) 






By Kelpie Willsin and George Shook 


The biocentric perspective must go beyond 
a small band of converts if it is ever to have an 
effect on the world. Redwood Summer really 
turned us on to the possibilities of outreach, 
particularly at the Sequoia rendezvous, where a 
representative of the Threshold foundation told 
George his workshop on the Forest Service was so 
good, he should be paid to give it! So the "Forest 
Action Workshop" was bom. 

Funded by grants from Threshold and EF! 
foundations, the original intent was to bring an 
expose of U.S. Forest Service lies and inspiration 
for direct action to local chapters of Sierra Club 
and Audubon. After contacting every chapter on 
the west coast, we had no takers. Was it because 
we mentioned "Earth First!" in our brochure? Or 
did we just look too long-haired and freaky in the 
picture? Follow up calls to a number of local 
conservation chairs revealed that several were 
highly frustrated with progress on their local 
issues and would like to schedule the workshop, 
but first they would have to get permission. We 
never heard back from any of them. We had 
much better luck with college environmental 
groups and local watershed protection groups. 
We eventually scheduled 23 workshops in 
March, April and May, stretching from Los Ange- 
les to Vancouver Island, reaching about 500 for- 
est activists and wannabes. 

The workshop begins with a short skit 
wherein a Forest Service functionary educates an 
innocent bear about the true meaning of yellow 
clearcut flagging ribbons and the bear's place Jn— 
theTTew World Order of the forests, called."New 
PerspectivesJLTtear's response is to roar and run 
the ranger out of the woods.’ With the wrath of 
a bear. G eorge spends the next 30 minutes to an 
hour (depending on how riled up he gets) tip pin g 
apart t h e mystique and propa ganda of the U SFS, 
partic ularly in its latest incarnation! the " New 
Perspectives" ma ndate to enter all remaining\ 
roadless areas for the practice of "New Forestry .".) 
Then, after questions and a short break, Kelpie 
turns off the lights and starts flipping slides, 
showing lots of David Cross action photos of 
Earth Firstiers in uncompromising positions, up 
in trees, chained to yarders, and taking over the 
Board of Forestry wearing animal heads. Afterthe 
slide show we help each group troubleshoot local 
organizing problems such as how to use consen- 
sus more effectively or how to deal with the 
media. Then, hopefully, we facilitate a brain- 
storm session and the first planning stages of an 
action. 

We worked with groups in all stages of 
formation and experience. In southern Califor- 
nia, student groups which formed for Earth Day 
1990 were stalled. After a productive brainstorm 
at Cal State Fullerton, Puff the Styrosaur was 
created to protest the ubiquitous consumption of 
noxious styrofoam. Puff is now on his own tour 
of the LA area. 


In the oil town of Bakersfield, CA, we had a 
long, late night conversation with a lonely local 
activist, discussing the spiritual emptiness of 
towns based on heavy resource extraction. In the 
San Francisco Bay Area, several college groups 
were networked together to plan actions against 
Pacific Lumber logging plans near Santa Cruz. In 
Yachats, on the Oregon coast, we found we 
weren't needed that much. Local activists are 
already kicking butt, getting the USFS to with- 
draw timber sales from the last remaining coastal 

imagine 

snow in the amazon 
torrential rains in the deserts 
melting glaciers 
burning forests 

the earth is dying 

and knows it 
it is alive you know 
it has a cancer 

as we would call it 
the earth knows it too 
it's called man 

it takes many years to 
eliminate this lazy leach 
but in earth time it's 
just a wink 

man is gone 
the earth is clean 
imagine 

— Michael a. Burger 


rainforest on the Siuslaw. 

We hit Seattle for Earth Day. The crowd at 
the Seattle Center was small, and massively dis- 
tracted by both green and regular consumerism. 
Later in the week, a very productive workshop 
was held for local EFiers, watershed activists and 
anti-war activists regrouping to "end the war on 
the earth." 

Activists in Port Townsend, WA, on the 
Olympic peninsula have a terrific way to get new 
people involved. They offer a "class" on Ancient 
Forests, with guest lecturers from USFS, Fish & 
Wildlife, university biologists and hydrologists, 
and us! The class allows interested people to take 
the time to learn and become knowledgable 
before committing themselves to action. Joining 
an experienced action group without this kind of 
introduction can be intimidating and frustrating 
to new people. Of course we had to remind the 
class that in the end, self-education is no good 
without action! 


After a howling good workshop in 
Bellingham, the Forest Action Workshop went 
international. We met with two groups on 
Vancouver Island in British Columbia. Incred- 
ible old growth cedar and sitka spruce are being 
devastated on the island, and BC activists have 
no recourse to an Endangered Species Act, Na- 
tional Forest Management Act, or National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act. Big corporations like 
MacMillan Bloedel control B.C. politicians and 
the federal government has little jurisdiction. 
Many battles for wilderness are tied to Native 
land claims, yet a landmark Native land claim 
case just decided resulted in a gross defeat of 
Native land rights. The Western Canada Wilder- 
ness Committee is very adept at producing beau- 
tiful coffee table books, but not political action. 
That leaves dedicated forest defenders with little 
recourse beyond desperate blockades such as the 
Tsitika Valley blockade of last Oct/Nov. Many 
blockaders are now b.eing sued by Mac-Bio for 
their participation ^deo rge and I could sympa- 
thize, being two of the handful of US activists 
who have been sued by timber corg£> Not 
knowing Canadian law, however, we had little 
practical advice, only that being sued forces one 
to live simply, which is what we want to be doing 
anyway. B.C. activists are planning an island- 
wide campaign this summer and welcome par- 
ticipation of US activists. For more info, write: 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound, Box 489, Tofino, 
BC, Canada VOR 2Z0. 

The Forest Action Workshop was a lot of fun. 
We learned as much as we taught, helping to 
network west coast activists in the face of new 
threats from the USFS. We reached a lot of new 
people, but we had been hoping also to get off the 
beaten 1-5 west coast track, to meet with groups 
in the Sierras and in eastern OR and WA. Un- 
fortunately, the few workshops we had sched- 
uled in eastern WA and Idaho had to be cancelled 
due to deteriorating personal and vehicular 
health. 

We really hope more experienced activists 
will do this kind of road show. People seem to be 
receptive to more than just entertainment and 
inspiration in a road show. They are ready to 
learn how to write press releases, appeal timber 
sales, and make animal costumes. You don't 
have to be an entertainer to do a road show! A 
slide show is nice, but not necessary. If your local 
group has had some successful actions, contact 
other environmental groups in your area and see 
if they are interested in learning the skills of 
direct action. Try student groups, your local 
Sierra Club and Audubon chapters, and all those 
Earth Day groups that were left flounderi ng after 
the corporations stole t ^gGreen Fflyjtnd turned 
i t into greenbacks! For more into on how to set 
up a tour, contact us at Kalmiopsis EF!, PO Box 
1444, Cave Junction, OR 97523. 
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The Pacific Northwest's Vanishing 
Old Growth 


By Madam M 


queried one trusted wildlife bi- 
ologist and old growth sympa- 
thizer. "It's to cover the Bureau's 
ass in case we're ever brought to 
court by any of these environ- 
mental groups" he said. Sad but 
true I muse. The pressure's on 
here at the BLM. Congress has 
mandated that timber produc- 
tion must be maintained at ex- 
isting levels, while environmen- 
talists are pressuring for more 
stringent federal protection for 
endangered wildlife and habi- 
tat. The Bureau is scrambling to 
placate both sides, but the tim- 
ber industry seems to be win- 
ning out. No surprise, since 
most of the big Bureau chiefs' 
salaries range up to $97,300 
(GS18), and to maintain their 
standard of living they must 
bow to the mighty dollar waved 
by Big Timber, not to mention 
mining and grazing interests. 

Meanwhile, in a small cu- 
bicle tucked far away from the 
red-suspendered, flannel- 
checked shirt forms of the ubiq- 
uitous timber cruisers, we lowly 
seasonal owl surveyors and the 
odd underpaid biologist be- 
moan our situation in the great 
scheme of things. We know that 
we are being used as pawns to 
deflect any criticism from the 
public when it claims the govern- 
ment is not doing enough to save 
our remaining old growth forests. 

Not everyone is outraged 
about our vanishing forests. In 
fact, the average Joe Public is 
grossly misinformed. Talking 
with local landowners in the 
field, I find very similar senti- 
ments toward old growth forests: 
"It's only rotting away, it should 
be used." The successful ad cam- 
paigns of Big Timber only serve 
to reinforce these opinions. 

Time is running out. The 
death knell is sounding till across 
the Pacific Northwest. The pa- 
thetic remains of once-majestic 
stands of old growth forest bid 
silent testimony to the 
uncomprehending greed of our 
consumptive nation. Person- 
ally, I'd say it's already too late 
for Washington's, Oregon's and 
parts of Northern California's 
old growth forests. Save for 
some tracts of Redwoods in 
Northern Cal., there is nothing 
left to speak of. Congress is out 
of its collective mind. To keep 
timber production at existing 
levels, trees as young as 30 or 40 
years are being felled, and old 
growth which is currently tied 
up in the protocol of biological 
surveys is being eyed greedily., 
Take action NOW for the Old 
Growth! 


The government rig lurches as I 
shift into low to scrabble up the 
gravelly road, my resource area map 
with its blue and white checker- 
board layout on the seat beside me. 
The white squares on the map sig- 
nify private land, the blue is gov- 
ernment. The area I'm in is pri- 
vately owned. The predominant 
landowner is a notorious and well- 
known timber company. They're 
well known due to their quite suc- 
cessful media campaign which de- 
picts them in TV ads as stewards of 
the forest. In the ad you see hillside 
after hillside of robust young trees 
while the announcer declares that 
the company is helping the envi- 
ronment by planting thousands of 
trees every year. The campaign 
works works so well that many cars 
in town proudly display a bumper 
sticker which boasts "This Family 
Supported by Timber $$." 

As my rig crests the hill in the 
advancing twilight, my eyes are met 
by a sight that will forever remain 
embedded in my memory. For hun- 
dreds of square miles before me, 
silhouetted against the azure sky of 
dusk, is a wasteland like no other 
that I have ever seen. Clearcuts as 
far as the eye can see, the hacked 
and burned remains languishing 
like gruesome casualties on some 
long-forgotten battlefield. Here 
and there amid the wreckage stand 
forlorn little postage stamp patches 
of trees, no doubt quivering down 
to their xylem from the death vibra- 
tions all around. 

I head toward the nearest patch 
of trees, a mere sixteenth of a sec- 
tion, where I will conduct a survey 
for the Northern Spotted Owl. I 
park the rig and walk into the patch. 
It seems like a small Garden of Eden 
— lush ferns grow underfoot and 
ancient Doug Fir towering over- 
head. The trees are remarkable; I 
can't believe how huge they are! 
But wait! I glance over at the neigh- 
boring clearcut and notice that 
most of the stumps have a diameter 
of six feet or more. My stomach 
turns at the thought — this whole 
area probably used to be a contigu- 
ous old growth forest. Silently I 
pray that I might discover a pair of 
nesting owls in this last patch of old 
growth — its only chance of being 
saved from certain destruction. It's 
a prayer with almost no hope of 
being answered. 

Back at the office later that 
week, wending my way down the 
corridors to the computer room 
where I'll enter my data onto the 
master program, I see all the "good 
old boys" hard at work at their 
desks, peering through stereo- 
scopes and laboriously pencilling in 
the boundaries of next year's timber 
sales on the resource maps. "Why 
am I even bothering to do this?", I 


Green 


What did you think when you started your truck this morning, 

turned the key and pumped the gas, 

took the road that leads to where the forest stood? 

When you pulled up between the two big oaks 
What did you see? 

Asphalt and concrete, 
or just 

money? / 

When you took the men into the cool shadow, 
pointed out this one and that one 
the big oak that 

some Indian child played beneath 
some farmer slept beneath 
some bricklayer drank his beer beneath 
Did you even see it? 

Or did it simply block your vision, am obstacle 
that must be removed 
A thing of green and brown 

to be translated into green and silver? 

When you went to sleep, when the sun had set 
red behind the stumps, 

Did a green lace of passing regret flutter 

for an instant at the edge of your dreams? 

Or was there only paper, drifting slowly 
into the oaken box of 
your coffin? 


-Pattie Epps 
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COINTELPRO 

continued from page 1 7 

They claimed to be from Earth First! and called 
for violence against timber workers, but one had 
no contact name or number at all, and the other 
spelled Darryl's name wrong. An even more 
frightening example of black propaganda came 
from the Sahara Club. In April 1990 they printed 
a diagram of how to make a bomb, claiming it 
was from an Earth First! terrorism manual. Of 
course there is no such manual printed, distrib- 
uted by, or legitimately associated with us. But 
by distributing it as an EF! manual the Sahara 
Club could simultaneously get out info on how 
to make bombs while inciting hatred against EF! 

Grey Propaganda — This term refers to 
damaging information whose source is not clear. 
Under this category I would place the recent 
front page article in the San Francisco Examiner 
in which an "ex-CIA agent" claims, without any 
evidence or details, that Earth First! has "clan- 
destine cells of highly educated scientists" 
working to develop a virus to wipe out the 
human race. 

Intimidation — This certainly describes the 
many death threats we activists have received, 
including the SAO style rifle scope and cross 
hairs threat that I received a month before I was 
bombed. Or the man who walked up to Darryl 
Chemey in Areata and said "get a good look at 
my face, because I'm the one who's gonna kill 
you." Death threats have continued as recently 
as last night at 3 am when an anonymous caller 
told Anna Marie "this bomb's for you." 

Harassment — This includes harassment of 
community people who support us, and is de- 
signed to drive those people away. Not only was 
my house red tagged by the building depart- 
ment, following an anonymous complaint after 
the bombing, but so was my landlord's. A non- 
activist friend who let me stay at her house had 
the FBI visit her place of employment and talk to 
her boss. My entire neighborhood was threat- 
ened with having their houses burned down 
when I moved back here last August. 

Surveillance — The purpose of surveillance 
is as much to create paranoia as to gain informa- 


Women's Power 

continued from page 13 

And if he did not agree, we would escort him out. 

As we talked, the man in question left the 
men's caucus and walked by the women's gather- 
ing seemingly on his way to the parking lot. He 
was pointed out to us and we screamed a strong 
and powerful "NO!" in unison, to which he did 
not even look up. It appeared that he may be 
getting a hint and leaving, so two women volun- 
teered to do down to the parking lot to see what 
he was up to, while other women in the group 
began formulating how we would approach him 
and what exactly we wanted to say. However, as 
our group was breaking up, the man came stroll- 
ing back up the trail, this time with Dana Lyons 
and Verena Gill who were just arriving, smiling 
and waving at old friends. I do think Dana was a 
bit taken aback as about 30 strong and deter- 
mined women approached — and we were not 
smiling! Someone whispered to Dana that' he 
probably didn't want to be in that spot at that 
moment, and he wisely moved to the sidelines, 
still without a clue as to what was going on. 

We then formed a circle around the man and 
told him that he would have to leave the Rendez- 
vous. We told him that although most of us had 
no personal experience with him, we believed 
our sisters. We told him that we recognized that 
he needed help but that this was not the place to 
get it and we encouraged him to seek help else- 
where. The man was in a classic state of denial, 
claiming not to know what we were talking 
about, and in fact claiming not to even know any 
of us (although he did then look directly at one of 
the women he had assaulted and said "Oh, I 
rememberyou." "I'll bet you do," she responded.) 
During this encounter a number of men stood 
nearby, outside the circle. Although I wasn't 


tion. In case I had any doubts that I was still being 
watched a few weeks ago an Oakland cop (the 
FBI's front men) told a reporter that he knew I had 
just returned from UC Santa Barbara, and that he 
presumed a series of pipe bombs that mysteri- 
ously appeared on campus a few days before I got 
there were connected to me. 

Vigilantes — Although certainly on a smaller 
and less lethal scale, the FBI and local law en- 
forcement have used tactics similar to those used 
against AIM in Pine Ridge, South Dakota. They 
have encouraged vigilantes by sending a clear 
message that crimes against Earth Firstlers will 
not be prosecuted, including the bombing of me. 
At least a dozen Redwood Summer people were 
assaulted (not counting incidents at demonstra- 
tions) and two were beaten into unconsciousness 
and left in remote areas. Several gyppo logging 
companies paid hourly wages for armed men to 
lie in wait in the woods for EF!ers last summer 
hoping to catch us sabbing equipment. They had 
instructions to shoot, with a bonus to be paid if 
they got one of us. Retired logger Ed Knight 
described it on KQED as "vigilantism at its worst." 

Local Police Complicity — This includes 
Mendocino County DA Susan Massini, who 
wouldn't prosecute for Mem Hill's broken nose or 
for my being rammed by the log truck. And 
Sheriff Shea, who tried to whip up fear and hatred 
of Earth First! by calling for an emergency ordi- 
nance to restrict the size of our picket signs, using 
a video of a Palestinian student demonstration in 
Beverly Hills 10 years ago to "prove" how we 
would use our signs as weapons. And Sgt. 
Satterswhite who, like the FBI in Pine Ridge, told 
me he "didn't have the manpower to investigate" 
the death threats against me. And the Ukiah 
police who, just one month ago, refused to appre- 
hend a man who came to the Mendocino Envi- 
ronmental Center and threatened Gary Ball with 
physical violence, said he was going to burn 
down theMEC, and raged in biblical terms saying 
I deserved to be bombed and should be bombed 
again. 

Local Government Complicity— This in- 


cludes Mendocino County Supervisor Marilyn 
Butcher, who promoted the lynch-mob mental- 
ity last year when she publicly responded to the 
death threats against me by saying "You brought 
it on yourself, Judi." And it includes Humboldt 
Co. Supervisor Harry Pritchard who, just a few 
weeks ago, called us terrorists and said one of us 
would get killed if we didn't stop "taking food out 
of people's mouths." And it includes the city 
governments of both Ukiah and Willits, which 
recently bypassed all public channels to allow the 
apparently permanent installation of yellow rib- 
bons on our public streets, a not-so-subtle mes- 
sage of intimidation to anyone who would op- 
pose the timber industry or the New World Or- 
der. 

There are many more examples, but the pat- 
tern is clear. John Muir once said, "Tug on 
anything in nature and you will find it is con- 
nected to everything else." I would say that the 
same is true of the corporate state. Because all we 
ever tried to do here is save a few trees and protect 
our communities from the ravages of a few out- 
of-town corporations. As a result we have found 
this incredible array of forces aligned against us 
with the timber industry. So as the new logging 
season gets underway, with tensions rising again, 
we had better figure out how to deal with this 
COINTELPRO style assault we face. Of course one 
of the first things we should do is to educate 
ourselves, and that's why I'm saying all this. But 
we also have to counter their attempts to 
marginalize, isolate and intimidate us. 

It's important to remember why Earth First! is 
targeted, and that is because we are effective. In 
spite of our shock and horror at the bombing last 
May, we didn't back down. 3000 people from all 
over the country came to Redwood Summer and 
chained themselves to logging equipment, hugged 
trees, blocked logging roads and marched through 
timber towns. Sure we made mistakes. But in 
spite of incredible provocation we maintained 
our presence and nonviolence throughout the 
summer. The Forests Forever voter initiative 
made a state wide issue of redwood slaughter, but 
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present at the men's caucus, I heard later that in 
addition to the question of what should be done 
about this particular man, the larger issue of 
violence against women had been hotly dis- 
cussed. The men decided that they would not 
take any direct action in this instance, but would 
support us in whatever decision we made. Al- 
though the man continued to deny his actions at 
the 1989 Rendezvous, he really had no choice but 
to leave because of our unity and strength. He 
turned around and began walking down the trail 
to the parking lot followed by the women in a line 
directly behind him. We "escorted" him to his 
car and a couple of women even pushed his car 
when it got stuck in a rut! We stood together and 
watched him drive away. And we let out a howl. 

I have been in several "Take Back the Night" 
marches and I can honestly say that this slow, 
small march down to the parking lot was more 
powerful than any others I have participated in. 
I cried as I walked down that trail arm and arm 
with other women. I felt the enormous power 
that women can have when we join together for 
our right to live our lives in safety. I cried also 
because I recognized that I may never take part in 
something like this again in the "outside world." 
The outside world with its laws and system of 
justice (?) developed in a male dominated, mi- 
sogynistic culture. The outside world with its 
encouragement and glorification of violence. The 
outside world with its alienated communities. 
The outside world that is killing the planet. 
However, this one time in my life I was able to 
take direct action to protect myself and other 
women from rape without having to limit or alter 
my behavior. It was empowering to experience 
what could be and also disturbing to recognize 


what couldn't be in the world I was currently 
living in. 

So I began to think small. We can, as small 
communities of friends, activists, co-workers, etc., 
educate ourselves about the dynamics of sexual 
violence and the misogyny that supports and 
encourages it. We can challenge the sexism in 
our communities and in the larger Earth First! 
movement. At the very first Rendezvous I at- 
tended, a man at a workshop suggested that serial 
killer Ted Bundy was not so bad after all because 
he had eliminated a number of women of 
childbearing age from the population. That 
statement did not go unchallenged, but I was 
disturbed by it for the remainder of the gathering. 
We can demand that people leave our group if 
their behavior poses a threat or if their sexism is 
discouraging others from participating. We can 
stop seeing the "rape of Mother Earth" as the only 
violence worth our time and energy. We can 
encourage men not to see themselves in the role 
of women's protectors (the flip side of attacker), 
but as supporters, as brothers in the huge struggle 
to end violence, oppression, and exploitation. 

Working together we can create communities 
in which more than one person out of a hundred 
has the courage to say no; in which our collective 
voices strongly demand "Get your fucking hands 
off her!" 
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James Bay 

continued from page 12 

HQ knows (as do the Cree) that once the road is 
built, the projects will be even more difficult to 
stop. The federal government, as it did in the 
early 1970s, wall cave in to Quebec demands to 
finish phase 2, no matter what the impacts to 
the land or native peoples. 

HQ is calling for separate impact studies on 
roads and the project. First they would do a 
sham impact study on the road. HQ knows the 
province will rubber stamp any study, enabling 
them to start construction. But there is no 
reason to build a road without turbines at the 
end; even HQ admits that. Recently, the Cree 
scored an im- 
portant court 
victory which 
prohibits a seg- 
mented review 
process. The de- 
cision is being 
appealed. Given 
the prior history 
of this project, 
there is no cer- 
tainty the deci- 
sion will be up- 
held. Still, the 
road is delayed, 
and the longer 
the delay, the 
more likely it 
will not be built. 

HQ is in a 
rush to begin 
construction on 
the Great Whale 
project for two 
reasons. First, 
bond rating ser- 
vices have 
placed Quebec 
Province and its 
agencies (in- 
cluding HQ) on 
credit watch. 

Moody's Inves- 
tors Services of 
New York has 
also raised con- 
cerns about 
Quebec's man- 
agement of debt, 
a large chunk of 
which is in- 
curred from HQ. 

The effect of 
these actions is 
to make it more 
expensive for 
HQ to raise the 
funds to finance 
its projects. 

Second, a 
group of inde- 
pendent experts 
will release an 
EIS of HQ 
projects in the 
fall. These will 
be damaging to 
HQ supporters' 
claims that there 

are no significant impacts from large-scale hy- 
dro projects. The reports will add to the already 
substantial claims of the native peoples and 
their supporters that the impacts are unaccept- 
able and the projects should be stopped. 

HQ knows that its Folly of the Century 
cannot survive a real environmental review. It 
is trying desperately to pressure the Canadian 
government to waive studies and regulatory 
requirements. HQ has argued that the project 
must be permitted immediately, in order to 
satisfy negotiated export contracts to New York 
and Vermont. This has created some confusion 
because both states claim that Great Whale will 
be built whether they purchase power or not. 

In New York, both Consolidated Edison and 
Long Island Lighting have publicly expressed 
doubts about actually signing the 20 year, 1800 
MW, $20 billion contracts. Energy demand 
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growth is falling short of projections. In New 
York, the contracts can be cancelled by either 
party without penalty before November 30, 1991 . 

Grassroots groups in the state are focussing 
attention on Governor Cuomo, who appoints 
the New York Power Authority Board. Legisla- 
tion has been introduced in the state legislature 
(the Hoyt Bill) to prohibit these contracts. Simi- 
lar legislation has been drafted for the New 
Hampshire state legislature by Burton Cohen. 

In Vermont, the proposed contracts are for 
340 MW over 30 years. The utilities have admit- 
ted they do not need the power until at least 



STO 
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their municipal utilities should enter into the 
contracts. Anti-HQ forces canvassed heavily and 
won votes in five of those towns. Other votes 
were very close, but lost. In three towns, HQ 
supporters resorted to tactics that have forced re- 
votes, including Burlington, where pro-HQ pro- 
paganda was left in the voting booths. Activists 
are now canvassing these towns in anticipation 
of upcoming votes. 

Wherever the Cree have spoken to towns- 
people, they have been successful in gaining 
support. While pro-HQ arguments try to frame 
the debate in terms of simple trade-offs between 

hydro, nuclear and 
fossil fuels, the Cree 
show that there are 
much greater values of 
biological and cultural 
diversity at stake in the 
largest wilderness area 
remaining in the 
northeast. 

In southern New 
England, no new con- 
tract negotiations 
have been an- 
nounced. The New 
England power pool, 
a consortium of 99% 
of New England's 
utilities, already dis- 
tributes power from a 
contract with HQ 
through 2000. Our 
task in southern New 
England is to prevent 
new contracts from 
being negotiated, a 
somewhat different 
task than in NY or VT. 

What you can 
do: 1) Write to Que- 
bec and Canadian of- 
ficials to ask for a 
proper environmental 
review of all HQ 
projects and their im- 
pacts on the James Bay 
bioregion. Tell them 
that they should stop 
Phase 2 and abide by 
the UN conventions 
with respect to the 
environment and in- 
digenous peoples: 


T h e R i g h t 
Honourable Brian 
Mulroney, Prime 
Minister of Canada, 
House of Commons, 
Room 309-S, Center 
Block, Ottawa, 
Ontario K1A OA6. 

Mr. Robert Bourassa, 
Premier of Quebec, 
885 Grande- Allee East, 
Building J, 3rd Floor, 
Quebec City, Quebec 
G1A 1A2. 


The Province of 
Quebec covere an 
area of almoet 
400,000 equare 
mllea, which la 
equal to the entire 
eaatern aeaboard of 
the United Statee 
plua Alabama, 
Tenneaaee, 

Kentucky and Ohio. 

Map by George Ward 


2008, and they would resell the imported power 
to Quebec until then. Last month, HQ and the 
Vermont utilities tried to extend the no-penalty 
cancellation deadline from April 30, 1991 to 
April 30, 1992. HQ is afraid that the delays in the 
Great Whale project will not allow energy deliv- 
eries according to the required schedule. Anti- 
HQ activists and the Cree opposed the extension 
and forced the Vermont Public Service Board to 
hold an emergency meeting. Demonstrators 
made their sentiments about the contracts known 
to the Board over a few day period in late April. 
Anti-HQers wanted the deadline to remain un- 
changed because contracts would probably have 
been cancelled. Caving in to utility requests, the 
Public Service Board allowed an extension until 
November 30, 1991. 

During February and April, citizens of 13 
towns in Vermont were able to vote on whether 


Map reprint from the Glacial Erratic 

Mfr. Roaland Pieddle, Chair, National Energy 
Board of Canada, 473 Albert St., Ottawa, Ontario 
K1A OE5. 

Richard Drouin, Chair, Hydro-Quebec, 25 Blvd. 
Rene Levesque Quest, Montreal, Quebec H2Z 
1A4. 

2) Vermont, New York and Massachusetts utility 
executives and officials need to be told that we 
will not accept power imports from HQ. The loss 
of biological and cultural diversity are too much 
for more cheap power. If you want to bug them 
on their own ground, complain that the con- 
tracts are unnecessary if energy efficiency and 
conservation programs were improved. 

New England Power Pool, Box 1310, Holyoke, 
MA 01041-1310. 

continued on next page 



Antarctica 

continued from page 12 

ronmental protection. A Code of Conduct cover- 
ing waste disposal was adopted in 1975, and 
procedures for environmental impact studies were 
adopted in 1987. 

All these measures require nations to mini- 
mize harmful interference with any native bird or 
animal, with "harmful interference" defined by 
the agreement. But, as Greenpeace points out, 
"Exceptions to the rules are permitted 'to the 
minimum extent necessary for the establishment, 
supply, and operation of stations.' The term 
'necessary' is left to the interpretation of those 
undertaking the activity. Not surprisingly, harm- 
ful interference occurs even when activities can 
be shown to be not strictly necessary." 

Greenpeace established its World Park Base 
at Cape Evans on Ross Island in January, 1987, 
just 15 miles from McMurdo. They monitor the 
activities of many nations, and compile a list of 
ecological offenses. Some are: 

FRANCE: Began building an airstrip in 1983 and 
displaced part of a large Emperor penguin colony. 
The penguins have not been able to relocate 
because other natural breeding spaces are occu- 
pied. The French created their airstrip by leveling 
some small islands and filling in the sea between. 

CHINA: Bums plastic at the Great Wall Base, 
dumps garbage in a nearby lake, and brought 
non-native pigeons to the Antarctic. 

CHILE: Same as China, sans pigeons. 

USA: Operates a landfill, openly burns paper 
waste, plans to build an incinerator, discharges 
untreated human excrement of 1 100 people into 
McMurdo Sound, and for a long time, dumped its 
garbage right into the harbor. 

ARGENTINA: Dumps food, plastic, glass, drums, 
batteries, etc. into gullies surrounding Marambio 
Station. 

The various nations don't criticize each oth- 
ers conduct. The Treaty is so weak that no 
enforcement of rules is possible. THERE ARE NO 
LAWS IN ANTARCTICA & NO ENFORCEMENT 
OF TREATY CODES. Each nation policies itself, 
yet the bases are so distant that public interest is 
rare. Basically, bases can DO WHAT THEY WANT 
BECAUSE NO ONE IS THERE TO WATCH THEM. 


James Bay 

continued from previous page 


Mr. Robert Yardley, Chair, Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of Public Utilities, 
100 Cambridge Street, Boston, MA 02202. 

Richard Cowart, Chair, Vermont Public Service 
Board, 89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

Richard Flynn, Chair, New York Power Author- 
ity, 1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019. 

3) A brochure that summarizes the major issues 
surrounding HQ's plans to develop the James Bay 
region is available. It is a very useful tool to 
introduce people to the often confusing and 
complex issues. There is also a 32 page tabloid 
prepared by Preserve Appalachian Wilderness. It 
tells of the history of development, HQ's future 
plans, and the Cree resistance. Both can be 
ordered from: 

Northeast Alliance to Protect James Bay, 139 
Antrim Street, Cambridge, MA 02139; (617-491- 
5531). Donations are desperately needed. 

4) Demonstrations are planned during the month 
of June in New York, Massachusetts, and Quebec. 
For more information, contact the Northeast 
Alliance to Protect James Bay. They can put you 
in touch with the organizers. 


Until Greenpeace, bless their hearts. 

Antarctica's survival as a pristine natural 
wilderness is in jeopardy, on sea as well as on 
land. On January 28, 1989, the Argentine supply 
ship Bahia Paraiso ran aground on the Antarctic 
Peninsula and leaked almost 200,000 gallons of 
diesel fuel. The ship rolled over and lies there 
still, fuel slowly leaking. 

Tourism is rising fast. Five thousand Ameri- 
cans travelled to the Ice this past season, up from 
800 in 1988. This is a double-edged issue, because 
as a person who went to McMurdo to see Antarc- 
tica, how can I argue for limits on tourism? 
Besides, most tourists visiting Antarctica are en- 
vironmentally aware and return home more 
committed than before. 

The three greatest threats to Antarctica may 
be global warming, ozone depletion, and mineral 
exploration. 

Global warming will melt the ice cap at an 
unprecedented rate, shrinking coastal areas and 
changing their ecology. The fact that rising seas 
will flood cities bothers me not, and I will shed no 
tears, but if the innocent penguins, peaceful 
seals, and mighty orcas are harmed I might never 
stop crying. 

The ever-widening ozone hole over Antarc- 
tica is already affecting native life. Scientists 
theorize the increased ultraviolet radiation 
reaching the Earth through the ozone hole will 
limit the growth of Antarctic phytoplankton, 
tiny plants at the base of the marine food chain. 

Ozone is measured in Dobson Units, and a 
normal ozone count is 300 Dobsons. When the 
hole forms during the Antarctic winter (because 
of weather-related and atmospheric reasons I 
won't go into) the Dobson count drops like a 
rock, once even going to zero, which wasn't 
thought possible. Ozone levels normally re- 
bound beyond median levels for a time, then 
return to median until the hole returns. This 
season, ozone levels rebounded for only one day. 

Oil and mineral exploitation is a definite 
threat, but not an immediate one. The reason is 
that humans have enough oil elsewhere to last 
another fifty years or so. Until these resources 
expire, nobody in their right mind will go to 
Antarctica for them. Extracting resources from 
Antarctica will be incredibly dangerous. Weather 
is so bad that lives will certainly be lost. Consider 
the possibilities for environmental disaster: 


You've set your off-shore drilling rig, here comes 
an iceberg, there goes your rig, and oil is spewing 
into a delicate ecosystem! 

Now for some good news: The Antarctic 
Treaty nations are on the brink of prohibiting 
mining and mineral exploration for fifty years. 
Representatives of the 39 Treaty nations met in 
Madrid in April and made a tentative agreement. 
At this writing, each government is reviewing the 
text and, if no objections arise, the agreement 
could be ratified in late June. The two nations 
most likely to block it are the US and Great 
Britain. The text of the agreement, in its current 
form, states that following the 50 year prohibi- 
tion, the ban can only be lifted by a vote of three- 
quarters of the Treaty nations, including all 26 of 
the current voting members (the Treaty has 26 
voting and 13 non-voting members). 

This obviously isn't good enough. ..a perma- 
nent ban is needed, along with meaningful and 
effective ways of enforcing the Treaty. The hope 
of many is that 50 years will provide nations with 
the vision and environmental conscience they 
now lack. 

Only by designating Antarctica as a World 
Park will its integrity and purity be protected. 
The World Park concept is heavily promoted by 
Greenpeace and the Cousteau Society, and is 
favored by Australia and France. Many activities 
would be banned: mineral exploitation, military 
activities, hunting of wildlife, etc. Other activi- 
ties would be stringently monitored: tourism, 
fishing, and science- related projects. Institutions 
would be created to enforce regulatory compli- 
ance and to promote long-term ecological integ- 
rity, giving priority to science over commercial 
interests. Long-term planning would be done by 
an internationally sponsored body. In 1989 the 
United Nations General Assembly backed the 
concept. As Greenpeace joints out, an interna- 
tional effort to preserve Antarctica may be a first 
step toward similar efforts to save the rest of the 
world. 

Readers wishing to apply for Antarctic jobs 
should call Antarctic Support Services at 800-688- 
8606. Ask for an application and list of jobs. 
Apply for the job you are best qualified for, but if 
that doesn't work, try for the position called 
"General Assistant." It's low-paying menial work, 
but at least you're there. Good luck, and keep an 
eye on the Frozen Continent while you are there! 
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More Shit . . . 
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Continued from page 3 

I have no problem with hillbilly 
sociopaths cheating consumers who 
don't care what species they drive to 
extinction. 

-ROCKY RACCOON, Norton, MA 

Compadres, 

Simon Zapotes raises some inter- 
esting issues in "Don't Fuck With 
Mother Nature." One gets the feeling 
however, that she does not engage in 
art, and the illustrations are at others' 
expense, not hers. I will begin by 
agreeing, however, that we have a re- 
sponsibility to clearly communicate the 
intent in our art, lest we perpetuate the 
values of the dominant paradigm, or 
stereotype ourselves as sexist, racist, etc. 
A wide range of graphics, from Stile's 
morbid masterpieces to Brush Wolf's 
sensitive wildlife, kept the early jour- 
nals from being pigeon-holed. By of- 
fending all kinds of people, we main- 
tained diversity and momentum. "If 
(an image) arouses fear or negative as- 
sumptions, then those thought-forms 
can be openly challenged and trans- 
formed, instead of molding us unseen 
from within our minds." -Starhawk, 
"Dreaming The Dark" 

Making up your own interpreta- 
tions of drawings is fine, unless it is the 
basis for censorship. A recent bible- 
quoting letter I received suggested I 
burn an illustration (artwork as witch- 
at-the-stakel), "after spending hours 
disgusted by your abomination.” He 
could have turned the page. I feast on 
criticism, while a person like Canyon 
Frog is genuinely hurt by your misun- 
derstanding. He was sure that by in- 
cluding hairy legs, muscular thighs, and 
leadlined gloves, he was portraying an 
exemplary homo sapien. Must he hide 
the breast? How many complaints 
would he get for drawing her as a buck- 
toothed anorexic? Frog was playing 
with stereotypes, curved mirrors re- 
flecting back our superficial conformity 
and the image the media (ours or 
"theirs") chooses to see. 

You mention Christianity's sepa- 
ration of the "natural" and the "sacred," 
but you have fallen into the same du- 
alistic trap. Take for example the illus- 
trations labled "virgin" and "whore.” 
They are both valid characterizations of 
a Mother Earth who is both sweet and 
growing, and a lusting bitch with an AK 
47 assaultrifle (read: "volcanoes, floods, 
fire!"). 

"When the Earth is pictured as a 
woman, the objectification is likewise 
pornographic," you tell us. The tradi- 
tion of symbolizing (so as to celebrate 
and worship the planet, not objectify it) 
the Earth as a Mother/Woman is com- 
mon to primal peoples, to our own 
direct ancestors extolling the fertile 
goddess in primarily matrifocal tribes. 
The separation of "sacred and profane," 
"light and dark," "mind and body" is at 
the root of all imbalance, including 
these you are trying to redress. As Bar- 
bara Mor tells us, the goddess is not only 
love, but vengeance, wrath, and a lust- 
ing bitch, a child, a hag!! I portray the 
crone as often as the warrior or maiden, 
dramatic images of an Earth that is 
neither untouched nor beaten. My il- 
lustrations should not be used with in- 
correct titles. This one was called 
Biognosis, not "world on a platter.” she 
is not serving up the world, but giving 
birth to the fecundant wilds. She carries 
the magic of unfettered nature into the 
stratified world of human misunder- 
standing - through the portals in our 
consciousness blown open by ecstatic 
experience, real anguish, and the power 
of art. 

Looking at the dancing 
petroglyphs outside my home, I'm re- 
minded: Like the Earth herself, art out- 
lives those who would "own" it, and 
those who vilify it. Consider an inti- 
mate look at the ceramic plates of femi- 
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nist Judy Chicago. 

-LONE WOLF "de Felonious Monk" 
CIRCLES, Reserve, NM 

Dear Shit-Brained Individuals, 

I'm writing in regard to the 
"Fucking With Mother Nature" article 
published last issue. Simon Zapote's 
opinions are so fucked up I don't know 
where to start. 

OK, how 'bout the "Complete 
Radical Environmentalist" cartoons? 
Judging from the winch on the front of 
the jeep and the looks of the two people 
pictured, it's fairly obvious that they are 
modelled afier R. Crumb's drawings of 
George Hayduke and Bonnie Abbzug 
that appear in the Dream Garden Press 
version of The Monkey Wrench Gang. 
Since that version was published while 
Abbey was still alive I assume that those 
are his images of them as well. Has 
Simon even read The MWG7 As for the 
label on the female environmentalist, 
that's simply because there aren't 
enough women (wimmin, womyn, 
whatever the fuck you like) in the 
movement. The male is the typical 
Earth Firstler. Of course, we are starting 
to see more females getting in on the 
action, like Judi Bari, but we need morel 

Most of the other stuff is absolute 
complete bullshit which anybody in 
their right mind should be able to see 
right through, so I'll skip right down to 
the Earth Police badge. I think Simon 
has some misconceptions about this. 
Where it says "1 planet - 1 precinct" it's 
not referring to military takeover by the 
fascist pigs. It's referring to protection 
of Mother Earth by her children. The 
loggers, politicians, and freddies are not 
her children. WE are! They aren't 
protecting her now and they never will. 
We are the only ones who can do it and 
the last thing we need are whiny little 
assholes like Simon trying to sway us 
from the real issue. The crosshairs in the 
badge are how they see her. They've got 
her in their sights and they're already 
firing. Hayduke (Abbzug, if you wish) 
Lives ! Earth First! 

-TOM DIKKENHAREY, Omaha, NE 

Dear All, 

Thank you for sending the last 
couple of issues of EF! I will not be 
renewing. Please keep me on your 
mailing list, especially the Direct Action 
Fund mailing list. 

I think the EFI journal is basically 
good. The Glacial Erratic deals with my 
region and so I'm sending my money to 
them. On the other hand I find some of 
the human-centered debate in the EF 
journal tiring. 

I think if there are enough EFlers 
who are offended by drawings of tradi- 
tionally attractive women you could 
refrain from printing that art on the 
simple grounds that those human 
women are too traditionally good look- 
ing. I think you all could also take the 
stance that we're all guilty and refuse to 
print articles blaming either the women 
or the men exclusively. I feel like I've 
gone to the city sometimes after reading 
the EF! journal. For the trees... 

—BEN SHUMER 

Dear "Sexually Active" E.F.Iers (andif 
you ain't, why ain't you?): 

The Ostara '91 edition of the EF! 
Journal carried an interesting and 
timely article byTom Stoddard, entitled 
"The Perfect Birth Control Method!" 
Now, I'm all for birth control, and for 
population control by all means short 
of war, famine, epidemics, etc. (We 
seem to be having all of these, and still 
the numbers go up!) 

Tom advocates oral sex as a means 
of contraception. There is an old joke, 
for which I won’t take credit: "Oral sex: 
that means talking about it, doesn't it?" 
Now, I'm getting to be an old fart (57 in 
June, if I make it), and have practiced as 
much sex, both oral (as Tom describes) 


and the "regular" kind, as I can 
manage), and hope to continue to do so 
until the man pats me in the face with 
his shovel, as the old saying goes. 

I did get a chuckle from Tom's 
statement: "It is imperative not to allow 
genital-genital contact, especially any 
penal penetration of the vagina. Only 
complete abstinence of genital-genital 
contact can assure against pregnancy. 
AMEN, BROTHER! But - boys and girls 
being what we are, how are you going to 
ensure this, day after day, week after 
week (etc.)? It only takes once, during 
the female partner's fertile period! 

Now, I'm not going to brag, but I 
will admit to having had probably my 
normal share of cunnilingual experi- 
ence. Maybe I have a poor technique, 
but I have yet to have caused one of my 
female partners to have an orgasm in 
this way, alone. Come on, guys: you 
don't have to be a sensitive, new-age 
type man to want to give your sexual 
partner as much satisfaction and plea- 
sure as you are receiving from her, do 
you? (I hope not!) 

My suggestion: There is a simple 
operation, called a vasectomy, that can 
be done under a local anesthetic. The 
discomfort is comparable to having 
your teeth cleaned, and lasts probably 
one- tenth as long. I had one done about 
fifteen years ago, and have forgotten 
how much I had to pay the Doctor, but 
believe me, it is well worth it, for the 
peace of mind of both partners! Now, 
some Doctors will not perform this 
operation on you, if you haven't already 
had X number of offspring, or are not at 
least X years old. In that case, shop 
around! If you look hard enough, I'm 
sure you can find one in your area, 
especially if you give him (or her) a sad 
enough story, about how horny and 
"sexually active" you are, unwilling 
and unable to bring up and provide for 
children, etc., etc. 

Yes, there is an equivalent opera- 
tion for the female of the species, I 
believe it is called a tubal ligation (or 
something like that); but it is also a 
more serious operation. So come on, 
you guys: let's hear it for the vasectomy, 
and unless we are sure we want to be 
fathers, and whose sexual partners want 
to be mothers, go out and get one! It's 
a whole lot cheaper than even the 
cheapest delivery fees, not to mention 
feeding, clothing, education, and buy- 
ing toys etc. for them once they're here! 
-SOURDOUGH JACK 


Dear Shit For Brains: 

I agree with every letter that I've 
ever read in your column ... do you 
make them all up? My only complaint 
so far with the work coming from the 
"Missoula Miscreants" is that article on 
oral sex. Next time, please provide 
visual aids. Numbered diagrams are 
preferred. 

-MIKE STABLER, hippie (ret.) 

Dear Earth First, 

Your language and graphic car- 
toons don't have to compete with our 
polluted planet. The earth is in a criti- 
cal, deteriorating state which needs ev- 
eryone to help clean her up. Don't turn 
caring people off by using so much foul, 
unnecessary language! Clean up your 
paper along with the earth. 

-ROSALYN SCHERF, Hollywood, FL 

Earth First, 

I am writing to tell you how dis- 
appointed I am in your journal. I 
thought I had picked up a copy of 
Playboy by accident. You need to cut 
out the nudity, including those in car- 
toons, and edit the use of profanity. The 
use of such language only supports the 
argument of the big companies that 
environmentalists are uneducated 
people who don't really know what's 
going on in the world. This type of 



language and the use of nude cartoons 
to get your point over to the public only 
turns the public off and helps the big 
companies. Please clean up your act 
you work to clean up the planet s y 
y^armot support an organization whicl 
/seems to have no morals other that 
/ environmentalism. I am a Christian 
1 and would like to see this part of Eartl 
' First get some representation^ I am 
against abortion for any reason. Instead 
of encouraging abortion people should 
support sex education as a way of 
curbing the overpopulation problem. I 
am also an animal rights, anti-hunting 
activist. I am glad some parts of Earth 
First support these stances, but until th§ 
E arth First Journal is cleaned up 1 w ill 
" refuse to support your projects. I would 
"also like to see Earth First wi thdraw its 
~ support fo T groups such as NAVF.I. wh o y 
Encourage nudity.^ 

Flease'iio allyou can to clean up 
your act as well as cleaning up the en- 
vironment. 

-JIM VISCOUS, Midland, TX f 
Dear EFI: 

Judging by your last issue, I have 
now supplanted MAXXAM Corpora- 
tion at the top of EF!'s most-hated list ifef 
honestly feel that MAXXAM is some- 
what more deserving of that spot than I, 
so I offer the following words in my own 
defense. 

I expected to be labelled a misogy- 
nist for criticizingjudi Bari's contention 
that the problem with the world is 
white males. Unwisely, in trying to 
counter her arguments I came across as 
contending that the problem is females, 
which is equally untrue. I deeply regret 
entering this childish, divisive, finger- 
pointing discussion, but since it's gone 
this far, I'll make one final comment 
The majority of voters in this demo- 
cratic country are female; women could 
make fundamental changes if they 
wanted to, but they do not. I think the 
reason for this is that most women, like 
most men, are primarily concerned 
with personal comforts and commodi- 
ties. White-male bashing seems to me a 
tiresome diversion from the real chal- 
lenge, which is to undermine 
biodiversity's true enemy: 
anthropocentrism. 

I was also denounced in the last 
issue as a "non-activist." This is cer- 
tainly true and I don't apologize for it, 
but I do wonder how such facts become 
known (does EF! maintain a dossier on 
each of its activists to which anyone has 
access?). I have long been an EF! sympa- 
thizer, but I'm not the EF! activist type. 

I don't sabotage bulldozers or topple 
power lines, even though I admire those 
who do (for just cause). However, I am 
not completely inactive: I write letters 
to Congress and I write a regular column 
for a local mainstream newspaper fo- 
cussing on environmental issues. 
Ironically, I am considered an "activist” 
by some local people because of articles 
I have written attacking proposed dams 
on the Sespe River and arguing for ex- 
pansion of the California Condor Sanc- 
tuary (both local issues to me). I'm 
certainly no Dave Foreman, but neither 
am I a complete do-nothing. 

One final, cautionary remark: any 
reader who writes a critical letter to this 
journal should be advised that the cur- 
rent editorial crew apparently has no 
qualms about disclosing personal infor- 
mation about you. Last issue, for ex- 
ample, the EF! Journal printed my home 
phone number in a letter from some 
chickenshit named Chemey. This is 
appallingly low-class and a radical de- 
parture from the policy of the old EF! 

Beware, fellow writers: If you 
value your privacy, USE A 
PSEUYDONYM! 

-KEN SHELTON, JR. 

Dear S.F.B., 

Please allow me to respond to 



drivel'll Ken Shelton. 

Hell Ken, I've never heard a 
woman bitch and whine the way you 
carry on. 

No compromise means different 
things to different people. As Cesar 
Chavez put it, "In some cases non-vio- 
lence requires more militancy than 
violence" and he should know. Cesar 
Chavez is best known for his work de- 
fending the rights of migrant farm 
workers. We cannot overlook the fact 
that his work is also committed to de- 
fending the Earth from poisons and the 
destructive farming practices of corpo- 
rate America. The connection here 
should be fairly obvious. It may be too 
radical a stance for some but non-vio- 
lence belongs to the uncompromising 
as a tactic in defense of the Earth. Non- 
violence is not for everyone, certainly it 
is not for wimps. 

Furthermore, people do not live in 
harmony with nature out of ignorance 
(as you suggest). Intelligent people 
strive to live as an integral part of this 
ecosystem. We do not have to go to 
Guatemala to do this. 

-SOCKEYE SUE, Lopez Island, WA 

Dear SFB: - ir 

Isn't it time that the personal at- 
tacks by various factions and individu- 
als on other side end?! It has come to 
the point that I feel the old COINTELPRO 
people are at it again! 

Genuine debate is great, but at 
some point the acerbic and esoteric 
bullshit needs to end. I sincerely hope 
that our strength isn't diluted by people 
becoming offended or hurt and leaving 
or quitting. We need everyone! 

I am active locally in environ- 
mental actions. I feel action is the key to 
continuing positive movement. No 
matter what some might believe, the 
Redwood Summer actions rejuvenated 
local activists. I was able to attend with 
others from our area (frontlines north 
of LA) and we were born again, commit- 
ted to increase our efforts locally. 

Please, let us all look for com- 
monality and let us embrace all. The 
enemy is strong and must surely be 
enjoying the blood-letting. 

Respect and help each other. 
-TUNA CAN, from the environmental 
Stalingrad 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

Like many readers, no doubt, I was 
amused by Tom Stoddard's discovery of 
oral sex. However, the art and literature 
of India, to name just one instance, 
indicates we have little to teach the 
"Third World” about this delightful 
pastime. Dismount from your high 
horse, Tom. 

However, as Tom himself points 
out, one can acquire disease via oral sex. 
THE perfect sexual activity — safe, 
convenient, cheap — is MASTURBA- 
TION. 

This too has suffered from a bad 
press, but we now know that indulging 
in it will NOT cause hair to grow on 
one's palms. Nor will it "weaken" young 
males. The only "danger" to females is 
that it will cause them to become even 
less patient with stupid, brutal or inat- 
tentive partners. 

The "Friendship of the Hand,” as 
it's called in some societies, is not only 
the perfect method of birth control, it is 
the solace of the ill, the elderly, the 
handicapped, those in prison, or those 
otherwise cut off from heterosexual or 
homosexual intercourse. 

Babies and animals do it. Can 
nature be wrong? 

—Joanne Forman, Ranchos deTaos, NM 

Dear Scat Skulls, 

The long-windedness of your last 
journal issue, and vast space taken for 
vehement reaction to Tom Stoddard's 
overwritten and irrelevant article com- 
pels me to request that you exercise 


more editorial discipline. In short, given 
the virtual avalanche of information we 
need to digest to stay informed, im- 
portant sources of such information like 
the journal need to be kept lean, mean, 
and relevant. 

In dealing with my own apparent 
addiction to "enviro information" I see 
with increased intensity that reading 
about something, or even writing a letter 
about it, is not the same as doing some- 
thing. Action is always louder than 
words! You've heard that before, of 
course, but it is more important than 
ever to question the generation of long, 
incredibly detailed streams of soon- 
forgotten facts and thoughts on every 
subject. 

This is such a critical time: time is 
of the essence, and too precious to spend 
wading through lengthy literary detri- 
tus. 

Sound the alarm, quickly define 
the problem, and then outline a solution. 
The call for action; real in- the- field steps 
to thwart the techno-industrial monster, 
is one of the major definitive powers to 
our movement. 

Your first issue was great, the sec- 
ond much less so. Keep working on 
focus. Meanwhile, here's another 20 
bucks. Stop the slaughter, promote 
biodiversity, end uncontrolled breeding, 
stop the mines, save the oceans, subvert 
the dominant (and increasingly na- 
tionalistic) paradigm, and inform the 
masses! 

-WHOLEBIRD 

Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

In his letter in the Beltane issue, 
James Clink repeats a fallacy that would 
be minor, except that it is so widespread 
that anti-predator types can use it to 
suggest that eco-freaks get their knowl- 
edge of biology from repeated viewings 
of Bambi. That is the ever-popular no- 
tion that "natural preds take only the 
weak and the sick..." The reality is that 
predators do not conduct a physical 
exam before stalking a particular animal. 
If they can catch something that is 
healthy and strong, they will do so. 
However, predators will tend to weed 
out the weak and the sick because they 
are, quite obviously, easier to catch. The 
point to emphasize is this; if predators 
are taking strong, healthy animals, then 
it is probably because they have weeded 
out the weak and the sick. In other 
words, if the prey population is healthy 
and strong, thank the predators. 

— TiM HAUGEN 

Dear Caca por la Cabeza: 

The challenge at Walden Pond 
gives rise to a tactic I have used suc- 
cessfully over the years. It is perfectly 
legal to use the business reply cards in 
periodicals to send a message of your 
own choosing. Let's all pull out the 
cards from US News and World Report 
and The Atlantic and tell Mort that we 
are not happy with his plans. When- 
ever you are on an airplane, or in a 
library or doctor's office, make it a point 
to look for those rags and send a hand 
written or rubber stamped message. It 
will cost Mort millions and us nothing 
if we all do it faithfully for the next 
several months. 

-JENNY TELLS 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

Whew! Was that last issue 
heated!?!! The anger of the Redwood 
Summer activists almost made me feel 
guilty about offering my earlier critique 
of their endeavors. The challenge of 
their letters demands, at least minimally, 
a more nuanced assessment of Redwood 
Summer, its successes and failures, and 
strategy in general. 

First, I agree that Redwood Sum- 
mer was successful in helping to build a 
broader opposition to forest destruction; 
however, it was not the only force re- 
sponsible for this, as Judi Bari's letter 
seems to imply. At the national level, 


. . . Fer Brains 


the swirl created by the Spotted Owl 
controversy contributed mightily to the 
education of the public and the media. 
As for California, the various forest pro- 
tection initiative campaigns and the 
environmental rhetoric of the Demo- 
crats running for state office contrib- 
uted heavily to the emergence of a sig- 
nificant electoral opposition to ancient 
forest destruction. And from what I 
have read, the California electorate's 
opposition (as reflected by the 49% 
electoral support for the "Forests For- 
ever" initiative) was the critical factor in 
influencing Governor Wilson's views 
concerning forest preservation. 

But hey, credit where credit is due: 
Redwood Summer did mobilize much 
opposition ta forest destruction over 
the long haul, and this opposition seems 
to be helping to fracture the political 
and economic elite's unified opposition 
to forest protection. 

However, the actions organized by 
Redwood Summer were less effective in 
terms of short term, immediate forest 
protection. The logging companies were 
cutting like crazy last summer and fall, 
and the mass-based nonviolent CD ac- 
tions were powerless to stop them 
throughout that period. Nonviolent CD 
oriented movements need time to reach 
the "critical mass" necessary for over- 
whelming the "absorptive" capacities 
of the state. If time is in short supply, 
something else must be done instead of 
(or in addition to) the nonviolent CD 
strategy. And since so little old growth 
forest still stands, immediate forest pro- 
tection must remain a high priority - 
and it can only be achieved through 
those tactics which have been repudi- 
ated by Redwood Summer activists. 
-TODD M. SHUMAN 

Dear Spike for Brains: 

I’m getting really sick of seeing the 
same old rhetoric criticizing Redwood 
Summer. That was a whole year ago, 
gimme a fuckin' break! The latest "Mis- 
anthropy or No" is a classic example of 
the uninformed mental masturbation 
that has occurred since last summer. 
The intellectual dribble has poured in 
without giving any background or con- 
text of the very intense timber wars 
waging in Northern California. 

The brave author criticizes, "Red- 
wood Summer didn't slow down or stop 
cutting except for the 3,000 acres of 
Headwaters Forest." Except?! Now to 
you tree spiking studs out there that 
may seem like chicken scraps, but here 
in the land of "trespass and die" it's 
overly significant especially considering 
that it's the largest unprotected Redwood 
Forest in the world! But an instant halt 
or delay to logging is not the only way 
to save forests, as the results of Redwood 
Summer illustrate. Besides the imme- 
diate results, which have been repeatedly 
expressed in the journal, (articles Todd 
Schuman and the like should obviously 
read) the results of Redwood Summer 
are still trickling down and will be for 
years to come. This year, forestry reform 
is the hottest issue in Northern Ca., 
timber corps, are so scared they're ne- 
gotiating with mainstream groups to 
escape strict reform, civil rights suits 
still going from the summer are setting 
major precedents regarding the treat- 
ment of activists, unfortunately death 
threats are being issued by county su- 
pervisors as well as irate loggers, and FBI 
and corporate terrorism is still being 
exposed. From my viewpoint, Redwood 
Summer was a very effective catalyst for 
forest protection. It was a 
monkeywrench in itself! 

Obviously Todd did not grasp the 
full effect of the summer or he wouldn't 
have claimed that "the social conditions 
for effective mass non-violent direct 
action last summer did not exist. " That's 
a very bold statement to make consider- 
ing you don't even live here, or if you 
do, then you must be another oblivious 


armchair critic. Maybe we should've 
waited until GP and PL finished their 
Redwood holocaust, and the statewide 
initiative to decide the fate of the forests 
was voted on. 1 don't know when the 
conditions could've been better. But 
the conditions for mass 
monkeywrenching as our brave eco- 
philosopher suggests were far from re- 
ality or safety. 

But the rhetoric didn’t stop there 
as the article boasted that 
"monkeywrenchers spiking trees were 
the key to the survival of the Redwoods . " 
Granted tree spiking and 
monkeywrenching can be effective on 
public lands, but the only purpose it 
serves in Northern Ca. is to instigate 
more violence. Harry Merlo and Charlie 
Hurwitz would love for you to spike 
"their trees, "so when someone is inj ured 
(and they will cut them) the workers 
will be busy getting revenge while the 
CEO's take the rest of the trees and run. 
The dynamic of defending private land 
is much different than public. It's all 
fun and games spiking in the rarely 
patrolled roadless areas, but try spiking 
the miniscule fragments of Redwoods 
and if an awaiting vigilante doesn't blow 
your head off, then the neighboring 
logger will come out firing at the first 
sound. If you're lucky enough to get 
away with it then you better make sure 
the hundreds of pissed off loggers don't 
know your, or any activists faces or 
addresses. The bottom line is: private 
land is an investment which will be cut 
whether they remove the spikes, fix the 
eqpt., hire new gippos, etc. with a day or 
two delay or they just log the spiked 
trees and blame the injuries on us. The 
only accomplishment spiking would 
serve is to fulfill the death threats. I'm 
willing to fight to the death for these 
forests but I’m not willing to die for an 
ineffective action. 

The attempted assassination of one 
of our most effective activists should 
speak for itself regarding the tremen- 
dous opposition we face. Yet still self- 
righteous EFlers think they know how 
to defend our bioregion the best. Wake 
up already! Judi Bari was maimed for 
her effectiveness, organized lynch mobs 
waited in the woods to shoot any tree 
spikers inMendocino County, countless 
death threats were issued to organizers, 
bomb scares were delivered to the action 
center, a person had their head smashed 
by a rock just for occupying a logging 
operation, people were beat up simply 
for looking like EFlers, etc. Yet no tree 
spiking had occurred all summer. Todd 
Schuman claims he is begging for an 
argument. Had he followed up on his 
argument he would've been begging for 
mass suicide. Not the most effective of 
mass actions. 

When we renounce tree spiking 
in Northern Ca. or ask for no property 
damage during mass actions, it is 
nothing more than a tactic for our 
bioregion. We are not renouncing them 
as EF! tactics. If you want to organize 
Monkeywrench or Tree spike Summer 
in your bioregion then go for it. Muir 
Power To YOU! But each area has a 
different problem with many dynamics. 
Tactics must be formulated by these 
dynamics, not by "Earth First T radition. " 
-BRIAN WYATT, Northcoast Ca EF! 

P.S.: As the lips go marching on about 
last summer, we will be kicking ass during 
Ecotopia-Redwood Summer III 


THEREFORE 
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The Big Open... 


By Doug Coffman, Charles jonkel 
and Robert Scott 

North America's Big Open — a 
vast, mysterious realm encompass- 
ing almost one-tenth of the state of 
Montana — stretches from north of 
Fort Peck Reservoir on the Missouri 
River to the Yellowstone River. 
Within its 15,000 square 
miles lives a human popu- 
lation of less than 3000. In 
contrast, Belgium, an area 
about the same size as the 
Big Open, has 10 million 
people. And although the 
Big Open is mostly range- 
land, Belgium produces 
more than five times as 
much beef (Kelly 1985, US 
Department of Agricul- 
ture). One major reason for ^ 
this inequity is water ... or f- 
lack of it. | 

The Big Open is the ■§. 
driest of Montana's | 
drylands. Located in the | 
geographic and continen- < 
tal center of a long arc of * 
high grasslands extending | 
from Oklahoma to^ 
Saskatchewan and Alberta, J 
the Big Open is part of-g 
North America's steppes. | 

These grasslands are far = 
from the rainfall sources of f 
the Gulf of Mexico and the | 
Pacific Northwest; they are 
instead dominated for part 
of the year by dry air cur- 
rents from the arctic tundra of 
northern Canada. In addition to its 
extremes of summer heat and win- 
ter cold, the Big Open is an area 
often ruled by drought. 

Given its geographic remote- 
ness and propensity for climatic 
extremes, the Big Open has always 
presented obstacles to our compre- 
hension of it. It was created 
through the co-evolution of native 
plant and animal species over many 
millennia. The result of this long 
interaction is a complex mix of 
vegetative types, including blue 
grama grass, June grass, 
needlegrasses, silver and big sage, 
buffaloberry, sagewort, 

chokecherry, pine, cottonwood, 
etc. These are adapted to the pres- 
sures of a host of dependent animal 
species, such as the sharp- tailed and 
sage grouse, prairie dog, jack rabbit, 
pronghorn antelope, bighorn 
sheep, deer, elk and the primary 
high-plains grazer and indicator 
species: bison. The herbivores, in 
turn, have adapted through long 
association to the needs of native 
carnivores and omnivores: wolves, 
bears, lions, shrews, ferrets, foxes 
and aboriginal humans. 

There are three adaptive capa- 
bilities of native grazers in the Big 
Open that are crucial to survival in 
this often harsh environment: low 
water consumption, opportunistic 
grazing patterns and winter forag- 
ing abilities. The plains herbivores' 
domestic counterparts, cattle and 
sheep, evolved on sod-forming 
grasses under the cool, moist con- 
ditions of Europe and parts of Asia 
(Zeuner 1962). Without artificial 
water sources, supplementary feed- 
ing and other special attentions, 
domestic cattle and sheep are ill- 
equipped to survive on the high, 


arid plains of the Big Open. 

The same holds true for intro- 
duced food plants. Wheat, for ex- 
ample, is the main food crop grown 
in the Big Open, but yields in this 
area are among the lowest in the 
world (Kelly 1985; World Resources 
Institute 1987). Furthermore, the 
continual tilling, planting and 


conceptions are the beliefs that 
there were never many bison on the 
Big Open during the winter and 
that the area generally supported 
few native grazers because of the 
scarcity of water. Our research into 
the history, ethnohistory and ar- 
chaeology of the area presents a 
different picture. 



North Montana Big Open, circa 1880. 


spraying necessary to wheat pro- 
duction have created a host of envi- 
ronmental problems, including 
weeds, soil erosion and loss of soil 
fertility. 

Admittedly, the Big Open has 
produced large amounts of both 
meat and grain. But it has done so 
only after relentless exploitation of 
both land and people. Agricultural 
cash supports in the area are esti- 
mated at more than $10 million a 
year. In spite of the subsidies, most 
Big Open counties tire considered 
economically depressed, and there 
has been a net outflow of popu- 
lation for more than 50 
years. It is perhaps not 
surprising that agricul 
ture on the dry Great 
Plains has been called 
"the longest running 
agricultural and envi- 
ronmental miscalcu- 
lation in American 
history" (Popper 
and Popper 1987). 

What is now 
being called the Big 
Open proposal is a 
recognition that the 
area is better suited 
to native wildlife 
than to domestic 
livestock or grain 
production. By env 
phasizing the wildlife 
resource, ranches can 
remain intact; people 
will be able to keep their 
land, make more money, 
work less and save both the 
land and the wildlife. 

Resistance to the Big Open pro- 
posal seems to be due to a persistent 
mythology surrounding the area's 
history. Among the prevalent mis- 



Before 1850, travelers to the 
Big Open traversed the Yellowstone 
and Missouri Rivers, as did Lewis 
and Clark. These travelers reported 
wild game in untold abundance. 
Lewis, for example, stopped men- 
tioning the grazing herds in his 
journals due to their omnipresence. 
But it is not until the latter half of 
the 19th century that we begin to 
find comprehensive historical ac- 
counts of that unknown interior 
between the two big rivers — the 
mysterious heart of the Big Open. 

In August, 1851, Catholic mis- 
sionary Father Pierre-Jean 
deSmet crossed the remote 
area of the Big Open be- 
tween Fort Union on the 
Missouri and Fort 
Alexander on the 
Yellowstone. His 
writings provide 
some of the earliest 
observations of the 
character of the 
land, and as the fol- 
lowing passage in- 
dicates, he also fo- 
cused his attention 
on the local fauna: 

On the fourth day of 
our march, we de- 
scried thousands of bi- 
son; the whole space 
between the Missouri 
and the Yellowstone was 
covered as far as the eye 
could reach. During a 
whole week we heard their 
bellowings like the noise of dis- 
tant thunder. It may be said that it is 
the country in which the buffalo and 
herds of deer are generally found in the 
greatest abundance (deSmet 1851). 

Nine years later, another ex- 


ploration into the arid triangle fur- 
ther established its character as a 
rich wildlife area. In 1860, an ex- 
ploring expedition under the com- 
mand of Cpt. W.F. Raynolds en- 
tered the valley of the Yellowstone. 
That summer, Raynolds sent a de- 
tachment commanded by Lt. John 
Mullins overland from Fort Benton. 

The group traveled east- 
ward through the heart 
of the Big Open, along 
the Missouri- 

Yellowstone divide to 
Fort Union at the 
confluence of the two 
rivers. Even at this late 
date Raynolds- wrote, 
"The whole country be- 
tween the Missouri and 
Yellowstone Rivers is un- 
known." 

From the time the 
Mullins detachment 
neared the Musselshell 
River until it approached 
Fort Union, bison were 
encountered almost 
daily. On July 31, for ex- 
ample, Mullins recorded 
the following in his jour- 
nal: 

Left camp this morning on a 
northeast course ...to the 
valley of the Porcupine 
[Creek] ... Large herds of 
buffalo were visible in the 
different valleys. The three 
forks of the Porcupine were 
seen almost to their source 
... all the valley, being filled with buf- 
falo. presented a striking variety in 
natural scenery (Mullins ! 860). 

Mullins was less interested in 
the flora and fauna of the Big Open 
than in its agricultural potential.. 
His bias toward the comparatively 
lush lands of the Yellowstone River 
is obvious in another entry about 
the Big Open: "The country passed 
over on my route .... is worthless." 

Less than two decades after 
Mullins encountered the arid tri- 
angle, interest began to shift toward 
the region's wildlife opportunities. 
The interest was commercial, and it 
centered on the bison. By the late 
1870s, Miles City, Montana, was 
becoming the hub of the commer- 
cial bison trade on the northern 
plains. New tanning methods were 
opening markets for leather made 
from the summer hides of bison, 
and winter robes were in even 
heavier demand. 

Historians have chronicled the 
increasing decimation of the bison 
herds as white hunters moved out 
of the southern plains into eastern 
Montana and adjacent sections of 
the Dakota and Wyoming Territo- 
ries. U.L. Burdick (1939), for ex- 
ample, told the following story of 
George Newton, a typical commer- 
cial bison hunter operating in the 
divide country of the Big Open: 

During the season there were usually 
two hunts. One started in June and 
ended in August ... but the real buffalo 
hunt which took on the proportions of 
a gigantic enterprise did not start before 
the latter part of September. By travel- 
ing along the great divide, herds of 
buffalo could be located feeding along 

Continued on next page 
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...A Return to Grazers of the Past 


the streams on either side, and Mr. 
Newton states that when these herds 
were located the animals were so nu- 
merous that they took on the appear- 
ance of bees around a hive. 

Newton was employed by Frazier 
Brothers during the winters of 1878 
and 1879 ...In the winter of 1878-79 
the firm killed five thousand buffalo 
and these were skinned by a crew of six 
men. 

In the winter of 1880-81 George New- 
ton went to work for himself. . . this new 
firm killed thirteen hundred buffalo. In 
the winter of 1881-82 they killed nine 
hundred, and in the winter ofl 882-83 
they killed thirty seven. 

Burdick (1940) also chronicled 
the exploits of another commercial 
bison hunter, Frederick "Doc" Zahl, 
who found "thousands upon thou- 
sands of buffalo" between the 
Yellowstone and the Missouri. Zahl 
found the winter hunting profit- 
able in the Big Open and worked 
there from 1878 until the bison 
played out in 1883. Routinely 
downing about 100 bison a day — 
and occasionally downing "stands" 
of more than 100 in an hour - Zahl 
earned dubious honor as the great- 
est buffalo hunter in the West. 

Altogether more than 5000 
white and Indian hunters com- 
peted on the northern plains at the 
peak of bison hunting in 1881-82. 
According to W.Gard (1959), most 
of these hunters operated in the arid 
lands of the Big Open. Such a 
massive commercial trenzy could 
have been sustained only by huge 
numbers of bison. Historical ac- 
counts consistently report thou- 
sands of bison along the various 
upland creeks between the 
Yellowstone and Missouri Rivers. 

By 1886, only occasional small 
bands of bison were sighted be- 
tween these rivers. In the fall of that 
year, the Smithsonian Institution 
sent an expedition to Montana to 
obtain specimens of bison for its 
Washington, DC museum. After 
exhaustive written inquiries 
and a spring scouting trip, 
William T. Hornaday, the 
museum's chief taxidermist, 
concluded that the Big Open 
was the only area of Montana, 
outside of Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park, that still con- 
tained bison. 

Hornaday also witnessed 
the aftermath of the great 
slaughter. His accounts are 
particularly valuable because 
he was a skilled observer, with 
both scientific and historical 
interest in bison: 

We toiled northward [from 
Miles City] through the bad- 
lands up the Sunday Creek 
Trail. We were thirty-five miles 
from Miles City when we saw 
our first antelope, and forty 
when we came to the first 
bleaching bones of a buffalo. 

The former had been extermi- 
nated up to that point, and the buffalo 
bones all picked up and sold for fertil- 
izer. 

From the Red Buttes onward you see 
where the millions have gone ... and 
now the bleaching skeletons lie scat- 


tered thickly all along the trail. In 

1 886, we found between the Little Dry 
and Sand Creek thousands of decaying 
carcasses, lying intact just as the buf- 
falo skinners left them (Hornaday 

1887, 1925). 

The historical accounts gener- 
ally agree on the season during 
which most commercial 
hunting took place in the 
Big Open. Citing re- 
ports of commercial 
hunters and news 
items from the 
Yellowstone Journal, 
a Miles City news- 
paper, historian 
Mark H. Brown 
(1961) estab- 
lished winter as 
the primary bison 
hunting season. 

Although there 
was limited hide 
hunting during the 
summer months, 
most hunters returned 
to Miles City in the fall 
for outfitting. The big hunts 
were conducted from late fall 
until early spring, when the hides 
were prime and brought the highest 
market prices. 

A similar pattern of late fall/ 
early winter hunting prevailed 
among the Indian groups that had 
historically used the Big Open as a 
sort of "buffalo commons." At vari- 
ous times after 1800, bands of Crow, 
Assinboine, Gros Ventre, Arikara, 
Sioux, Blackfeet and even Nez Perce 
entered the region in the waning 
months of each year to hunt bison. 
The fat content of the carcasses was 
highest late in the year, and wooly 
hides from the winter hunts made 
the warmest robes. 

Bison kill sites discovered re- 
cently on Big Dry and Frazier 
Creeks, near Jordan, Montana, tell 
us that the fall/winter hunting cycle 
extended far back into prehistory 0. 
Taylor 1990). Archaeological inves- 
tigation of these bison pounds (cor- 
rals) and jump sites show a use pat- 



meat, fat, marrow and hides were 
processed. The skeletal remains of 
the more than 100 bison found at 
the site included juvenile animals, 
indicating late fall/early winter 
kills. 

Archaeological and 

ethnohistorical evidence indicates 
that few Indians chose to inhabit 
the rich hunting grounds of 
the Big Open year- 
round; their wood 
and water require- 
ments were more 
easily satisfied 
elsewhere 
(Wedel 1961, 
1963). Winds 
sweeping across 
the bleak level 
oftthe divide 
would have 
made perma- 
nent residence 
especially diffi- 
cult in winter. 

Yet the same physi- 
cal, climatic and bi- 
otic conditions that 
made human occupation 
marginal in the Big Open made 
it optimal for wildlife (Wedel 1961, 
Whiteside 1980, Ruebelmann 
1982, Deaver and Deaver 1988). 
Conditions were ideal for large un- 
gulates such as bison: grass was rich 
and abundant in spring and sum- 
mer and ntimerous springs, as well 
as standing pools in the beds of 
intermittent streams, were avail- 
able to the herds. In winter, the 
ceaseless winds cleared vast ranges 
of snow, making the sun-cured 
grasses more accessible for feeding. 
And, due to the low moisture con- 
tent of the atmosphere, snowfall 
tended to be lighter in the area, 
making winters generally less ardu- 
ous for native grazing animals. 

The combined evidence from 
archaeological, ethnohistorical 
and historical sources confirms the 
idea that the Big Open was, until 
the dawn of the 20th century, a 
favorable area for wildlife. The 
same conditions and processes that 
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Buffalo grazing on the Big Open, circa 1880. 


tern dating from at least 1 700 years 
ago to about 200 years ago. Asso- 
ciated with these ancient bison kills 
are the remains of hearths and, in 
one case, a base camp where bison 


shaped past occupation of the Big 
Open will certainly limit future pat- 
terns of human activity. For this 
broad reason, the richest potential 
of the Big Open country lies in its 


ability to produce vast quantities of 
grass and to sustain multitudes of 
wild ungulates. 

The humans and animals that 
took the bison's place in the Big 
Open have suffered considerable 
hardship. The open-range cattle 
industry was all but destroyed by 
the early 1890s through a combina- 
tion of overgrazing and hard win- 
ters. Settlers who came by the thou- 
sands between 1910 and 1920 were 
driven out by drought in the 1920s. 
By the 1930s, dust storms, erosion 
and invader weeds had caused a 
further exodus of disillusioned 
farmers. 

Federal and state conservation 
programs in the 1960s and '70s pro- 
moted a slow healing of the land, 
but the range is now stocked with 
more cattle than it held immedi- 
ately before the disastrous losses of 
the 1880s. The droughts of recent 
years and the possibility of a new 
dust storm era in the 1990s do not 
bode well for the Big Open's current 
inhabitants. The sad fact is that 
most beef raised in the area is pro- 
duced at a net loss: foreclosures and 
family debt have increased steadily. 

Because of the land's inherent 
resistance to domestication, and 
because of the inevitable specter of 
drought in eastern Montana, the 
Big Open concept could become a 
reality simply by default. But recent 
and recurrent suggestions that 
Montana's sparsely inhabited land 
be used for nuclear or toxic waste 
dumps, landfills for urban garbage 
or bombing ranges are a reminder 
that complacency can lead to disas- 
ter. 

What is urgently needed is a 
planned transition to a wildlife- 
based economy. Ranches all over 
the West are already capitalizing on 
some of the burgeoning interest in 
wildlife by offering access to their 
lands for a fee, paid viewing, horse 
rides and film and photo opportu- 
nities. Low-impact tourism is a real 
alternative for the Big Open, and its 
potential would increase with the 
enhancement of wildlife popula- 
tions. 

About a century 
ago, a great debate raged 
about the proper method 
of developing the natural 
resources of the Great 
Plains and of settling the 
arid regions of the West 
(Stegner 1962). We are 
now dealing with the re- 
sults of unfortunate 19th 
century choices. After a 
century of reaping the 
ecological consequences, 
the debate over the fate 
and future of the Ameri- 
can West has begun again. 

Without positive 
changes, the Big Open 
faces continuing eco- 
nomic decline, which 
could lead to desertifica- 
tion, leaving the area use- 
less even for wildlife. The 
alternative is to establish 
the Big Open as the coun- 
terpart of the African 
Serengeti: a crown jewel of North 
America's natural heritage. 


Sources cited are available from EF!-ed. 
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Cecelia Ostrow: 

Healing the Earth Tour 

Cecelia Ostrow, Northwest activist, writer and musician, will be 
touring the northern US with her one-woman roadshow, "Healing the 
Earth in a Time of Destruction," October 5 — November 11. 

Ostrow asks questions like, "Is the Earth dying?" and "How can an 
individual respond meaningfully to current worldwide environmental 
disasters?" 

For possible answers, she draws on her activist experiences, upon what 
she calls an "almost telepathic" relationship with the creatures of Oregon 
old-growth forest, and upon her experiences as a hospice aide working with 
dying people. Her talks will be interwoven with her original forest music, 
written among the big trees. 

There are still a few blank spaces on the schedule. If you'd like to host 
Cecelia in your town, please contact her at PO Box 775, White Salmon, WA 
98672; (509) 493-4526, 

Tentative Schedule: November 1 - Wainwright House, Rye, NY 

October 5 - Republic, WA 2 - Doylestown, PA 

6 - Missoul', MT 5 . Pittsburg, PA 

7 - Bozeman, MT 6 - Cincinnati, OH 

12 - Brainerd, MN 8 - Kansas City, MO 

1 3 - Iowa City, IA 9 . Lawrence, KS 

14 - Harvard, IL H- Boulder, CO 

18 - Madison, WI 

19 - Chicago, IL 

20 - South Bend, IN 

22 - Ann Arbor, MI 

26 - Wendell, MA 

27 - Plainfield, VT 

30 - Long Island, NY 

Northwest Regional Rendezvous 

June 26— July 1 in the Siskiyou Mountains on the Oregon/California border 
Directions: From Grants Pass, OR or Crescent City, CA, take Hwy. 199 to 
Cave Junction, OR. About 1/2 mile South of Cave Junction, take Rockydale 
Rd. (Rd. 5560) east until it ends at Waldo Rd. (Rd. 48). Go left about 1 /4 mile 
to stop sign. This is "Takilma 4 comers." Continue on Rd. 48 towards Happy 
Camp, CA, for 15.6 miles. Turn right on Forest Service 18N30 which is 
marked vrith a sign saying "Kelly Lake." Turn tight on TS18N33 and proceed 
to Poker Flat. 

The site is a meadow at about 5000 ft. elevation adjacent to the Siskiyou 
Wilderness. Rain and even snow are possible. There will probably be water 
on site, but a filter is recommended. Get your last minute food supplies at 
Hammer's Market in Cave Junction. Be prepared for wilderness camping. 

Workshops scheduled to date: Semipermanent ecological cooperative 
housing, Natural History of Siskiyou/Klamath Bioregion, Monitoring and 
appealing timber sales, Visions of Ecotopia, EF! Journal, Forest Service New 
Perspectives roadless area invasion, Endangered Species Act, and 
Homebrewing for fun and biodiversity. For more information, call (503) 
343-7305. See you in the Siskiyous! 


cost me over $100. What Collins told me was either eat crow or face a formal complaint and 

that in the fall everyone arrested at Murrelett a possible investigation. This is a good way to 

Grove was offered the same deal: Pay $ 10 and deal with shitty lawyers after the fact. Since he 

accept conviction under Penal Code § 602.8, a did not respond, I have filed a formal complaint 

trespassing violation which carries the same with the State Bar of California, 

penalties as a traffic ticket. Somehow Karjola Another thing worth noting: as far as any- 

failed to appear in court to represent me and one involved in Redwood Summer knew, by 

had neglected to tell me that I had been offered December or so all cases had been resolved. No 

such a sweet deal. In light of his political views one knew that I was still to stand trial. If there 

which, according to Collins, are extremely right- had been some way set up to track the legal 

wing, it is not surprising that he screwed me status of all the people busted during that long 

over. It appears to have been done deliberately, hot summer it might have helped me consid- 

though possibly just through incompetence. It erably and possibly others as well, 

is, however, sickening, and makes me less able Nor is this case over for me yet. Oh no. On 

than ever to trust lawyers. May 29 I received a notice from Humboldt 

What it all boils down to is this: Save County stating, "The Court finds that 

yourselves some big hassles! Beware of court- the.. .defendant has the present ability to par- 

appointed lawyers, or of lawyers you do not tially pay the costs of defense counsel incurred 

know. Check up on them with lawyers you do by the County of Humboldt, in the defense of 

know or other people you can trust. You have this matter, and that the reasonable (!) cost of 

a right to request a different lawyer, though it appointed counsel that the defendant is rea- 

will still be a random appointment. I should sonably able to pay is the sum of $325.00." 

have requested a different lawyer as soon as What kind of shit is this? They want me to pay 

Karjola told me he didn't like my tactics. You for legal counsel which I am legally entitled to 

may, however, have to come to the pretrial receive, and who did not even represent me to 

hearing to request a new attorney, which could begin with! Nor did they ever ask me if I was 

be a drag if you live elsewhere. able to pay. Unbelievable. 

I have since written Karjola and demanded Is there anyone out there who is still em- 

an explanation for how he bungled my case. I broiled in Redwood Summer legal hassles? Get 
gave him two weeks to respond or I would file in touch with me. 
a complaint with the State Bar. Thus, he would 



Round River 
Rendezvous 1991 
August 5 — 12 

Last minute changes 

This year's RRR committee headed up to the Granville site in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont for a memorial weekend pow-wow, only to find the 
area overrun by 200 Rainbow Tribe people who were busy deciding that their 
national gathering would be on the very same site (first week of July). The 
Rainbows estimated that anywhere from 10,000 to 30,000 people would 
show up. The RRR Committee saw how much ecological damage was being 
caused by 200 people, mentally multiplied the effects by 100, and got the 
hell out of there as fast as they could. 

The site committee is evaluating three potential sites in the Green 
Mountains near Middlebury, VT, and one site in the White Mountains near 
Campton, NH. We hope to have made our final selection by mid-June. 

For directions and information call 413/863-4661 (starting June 21) 
for a recorded message with updated directions to the new '91 RRR site. Do 
not call after 10 pm eastern time. You can also send $20 (or what you can) 
to POB 653, Greenfield, MA 01302, for a detailed map of the site. Include 
an SASE. 

If you have suggestions for workshop ideas and people to run them, 
contact Anne Petermann ASAP POB 174, Burlington, VT 05402, (802) 860- 
6053. > All topics are welcome, but keep in mind the primary goals of 
defending wilderness and biodiversity. Infiltrators will be handed over to 
the eastern timber rattlesnake. 

Rides: Western ride coordinator is Humpfrog, POB 4381, N. Hollywood, 
CA 91617. New England ride coordinators are Laurie and Jim (508) 798- 
8166. Call them if you can offer space in your car. Laurie and Jim are 
coordinators only; they are not responsible for driving you to the RRR! Call 
before 9 pm eastern time. 

Trash. Bring a minimum of containers, plastic and potential rubbish. 
There will be a recycling program throughout the week. Call Anne (see 
above) if you can help. 

Money: There is a $20 fee requested for the RRR. This money goes 
towards next year's event. 

Anyone needing lodging on the way to or from the Round River 
Rendezvous can contact Scott Thiele. He lives near Binghamton, NY. There 
is a lake and plenty of room. Please call in advance at (71 7) 278-1396 or (607) 
724-8454. Also, for those interested, the Rooney Mountain Bluegrass 
Festival will take place Aug. 2-4 near Deposit, NY. A three-day ticket is 
$23.00, and available at the gate. 


Attorney 

continued from page 16 
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Council of All Beings 
Theatre Tour 


Most of you are probably familiar with the Council of All Beings 
Workshop — a powerful deep ecology workshop put together byjohn Seed 
and Joanna Macy. It has been an effective vehicle for inspiring people 
around the world for the Earth. Now a theater company in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota has created a play that grows directly and organically from the 
Council of All Beings and gives it voice in the human community in a new 
and exciting way. 

The play called Standing on Fishes is directed by Martha Boesing. It is 
political and educational but has a very dream-like and ritual quality. The 
goal of the play is to evoke a deep response to the ecological crisis and 
inspire the audience to action. After opening in Minneapolis, the play 
will tour to the Northeast and Canada. Many shows are sponsored by local 
activists who plan to use the event to inspire and organize local actions. 

STANDING ON FISHES TOUR SCHEDULE: 


DATE CITY CONTACT: 


June 18 

Columbus, OH 

June 22 

Washington, VA 

June 23 

Philadelphia, PA 

June 28 

West Hampton- 


Long Island, NY 

June 29 

North Wndham, CT 

July 7 

Brooklyn, NY 

July 9 

Omega Institute- 


Rhinebeck, NY 

July 13 

Gooderich, ONT 

July 16 

Ottowa, ONT 

July 25-26 

Boston, MA 


Leslie Combs (614)263-8749 
Kathy Stevens (703)675-3193 
Chris Hayes, (215)925-9914 
Jim Ewing, (516)288-9237 

David Williams, (203)455-0048 
Liz Reese, (718)965-0363 
Annie Fairchild, (914)338-6030 

Jim Hollingworth (519)524-2592 
Skye Faris, (613)234-6837 
Bobbie Ausubel (617)861-8426 


East Fork Campout! 

In a repeat of last year's fun times, join other activists on a campout in 
Colorado this Labor Day weekend. Check out the East Fork valley in the 
South San Juan Mountains, the site of a proposed mega-ski resort in grizzly 
bear reintroduction habitat. EFIers will gather starting Aug. 30 for camping, 
hiking, and rallying. Bring any maps you think appropriate; USGS Wolf 
Creek Pass is popular. 

Eleven miles east of Pagosa Springs on Hwy 160, turn south at the USFS 
East Fork Campground sign. Go about 31/2 miles up the valley. On the right, 
just after the second bridge, is the Sand Creek trailhead. Cross the creek 
(staying on the west side of the road) and find the trail that goes up the ridge. 
It's about three miles up to the campsite, located in a meadow with a little 
stream. 

Last year, some folks got there early and made discrete trail signs. It'll 
happen again this year, though maybe not until Saturday afternoon. Even 
if you get temporarily "confused," the valley is a wonderful place in which 
to wander. Bring your music makers and your wild spirit! If you have 
questions, call Mike at (303) 499-3761. See ya! 


UPCOMING 
DEEP ECOLOGY 
ACTIVITIES AND 
EVENTS 


July 8-12 


July 12-14 
July 19-21 
August 2-4 


Deep Ecology: Toward Transformative 
Social Action, w/Joanna Macy, Omega 
Institute 800/ 862-8890(Contact 
Jungle Payne for other wkshps wjoanna) 
Council of all Beings, MN Kent Jones 
612/823-0880 

Council of all Beings, MN (for women) 
Kaia Svien 612/722-2650 
World as Lover, World as Self w/ Joanna 
August 2-8 Basic Training for Deep Ecol- 
ogy Work w/Joanna Macy, Charlestown, 
WV 301/433-7873 


August 15-17 Council of all Beings w/Diane DePuydt 
Wainwright House, Rye, NY 


914/967-6080 



PRESERVE APPALACHIAN 
WILDERNESS (PAW) 
CONFERENCE 

Sept. 14 & 15, 1991 at Chandler Hall 
James Madison University 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 
Sponsored by Virginians for Wilderness 

Theme 

Returning Big Wilderness and sanity to the Appalachians and Beyond, 
Strategies and Actions 

Partial List of Participants 

-Jeff Elliot, ecologist and militant advocate for the wild in the northern 
Appalachians 

-Gary Lawless, poet of the wild north and the Appalachians 

-Jan Lundberg, Alliance for a Paving Moratorium, former petroleum 

industry analyst now for ecological restructuring 

-Dr Reed Noss, ecologist pioneer in the design of ecological reserve 

systems 

-Jamie Sayen, founder of PAW and tireless promoter of big wilderness 
-Prof. Robert Zahner, retired forester, Clemson University, ecologist an< 
PAW advocate from the Southern Appalachians 
-PAW, Earth First!, Wild Earth, and other activists from the southern 
central and northern Appalachians, as well as adjacent areas 
-Notables from Hither & Yon 

Camping: Hone Quarry and other nearby campgrounds in the George 
Washington National Forest are available. For maps and a list of camp- 
grounds write the George Washington National Forest, POB 233, 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801; or phone (703) 433-2491. 

Hotels: Howard Johnson Lodge off 1-81, exit 63 across from JMU. 
Nationwide 1-800-654-2000, Local (703) 434-6771. 

Days Inn, off 1-81, exit 63; (703) 433-9353. 

Preregistration: $10.00, or $15.00 at the door. Make checks payable to 
Virginians for Wilderness and send to R.F. Mueller, Rt. 1 Box 250, 
Staunton, VA 24401; (703) 885-6983. 



BOOK REVIEW 

Vanishing Lobo: The Mexican Wolf and the Southwest 

by James C. Burbank. Johnson Books, Jan. 1991. 208 pp., 12 b&w photos. $18.95 hardcover. 


Reviewed By Michael Robinson 

Looking for a wav to introduce your family to 
deep ecology? Want to give your old high school 
buddy an easy overview of the emergency facing 
the Mexican Wolf? As a beginner's text, Vanishing 
Lobo will do either job. However, it's not a book 
that will change your life or give an already wolf- 
honed mind extraordinary new information. 

That's a shame, because Vanishing Lobo is an 
ambitious work, crafted as the author's spiritual 
odyssey from civilization's shores to the depths 
of human immersion in nature, with wolves as 
the ferry. He spends pages discussing the differ- 
ing relations Europeans and Native Americans 
have with wolves (and by extension, to the entire 
natural world) and how those conflicting views 
meld in the Southwest. Burbank, a journalist by 
profession, asks important questions: "Why such 
passion about this particular predator? What did 
eradication efforts say about us as a nation and a 
people?" 

To formulate answers to these questions, 
Burbank pulls in historical, psychological and 
anthropological sources that illuminate the se- 
verity of our severance from the wildness in and 
out of us. He notes the key iconographic signifi- 
cance of wolves across cultural lines, and how our 
relationships with wolves often reflect our over- 
all spiritual health. Tidbits of deep ecological 
insight lace his book, as when he notes that: 


In examining possible syntactic structures in wolf 
calls and other vocal behavior, elaborate systems to 
determine howl length, duration, intensity, and pitch 
have been developed by biologists. Yet we have 
obtained only a hint of what secret worlds wolf cries 
open to the lupine heart. In the rigors of scientific 
methodology lie its limitations as well as its insights. 
This fascinating animal remains forever an object 
and not a fellow being to whom we may draw close in 
order to learn its ways. 

Burbank closes his account particularly 
strongly, courageously confessing he has allowed 
the birth of a wolf-spirit within his consciousness 
and being. 

Nevertheless, to this cynical reader the book 
as a whole does not point in that direction. I get 
a sense throughout that Burbank just visits the 
forces of wildness he claims he has embraced. He 
mars his account with minor errors, disclosing 
him as an outsider to basic conservation issues. 
Readers will be surprised to learn that apparently 
the entire Gila National Forest was designated 
wilderness (relax down there, folks; that isn't 
really logging) and that Mike Roselle (sic) is a 
"prominent new Earth Firstler." More substan- 
tially, Burbank's powerful descriptive skills seem 
best applied to the characters he interviews, rather 
than to the land that should form the bedrock of 
his story. 


In fact, though Burbank is from Albuquer- 
que, he doesn't discuss much of the Southwest- 
ern landscape. He fails to mention that White 
Sands Missile Range is not a biologically sound 
spot in New Mexico for reintroducing the hand- 
ful of living Lobos (as the Gila is), or question 
how trespassing livestock in Big Bend National 
Park might impact future wolf use of its riparian 
zones. This lack of attention to reintroduction 
habitat parallels Burbank's hesitation to whole- 
heartedly endorse wilderness over societal norms. 
He confesses "unease" over EF! 's "embrace of any 
means to save wilderness," and he admonishes 
against "polarization between rabid environ- 
mentalists and committed ranchers." Just a hair 
too liberal for my tastes. 

Vanishing Lobo provides a decent overview 
about wolves, and is particularly interesting in its 
biocentric psycho-historical discussion of atti- 
tudes toward wolves. But though he is rhetori- 
cally more subtle than Burbank, I believe that 
Barry Lopez, author of Of Wolves and Men, is more 
likely to have truly allowed the birth of a wolf- 
spirit within him. And for a more thorough 
(though not up-to-date) history of the Mexican 
Wolf, read David Brown's The Wolf in the South- 
west: The Making of an Endangered Species. 

VanishingLobo is important for its timeliness 
and its message, but reading it does not provide 
the life- transforming experience Burbank essayed. 


COINTELPRO 


continued from page 27 

Redwood Summer made it national and interna- 
tional. Together we are the cause of the current 
political push to save Headwaters Forest and 
reform logging practices. 

People in the environmental movement who 
are not Earth Firstlers should remember that we 
are all affected. If you allow us to be isolated, if it's 
not okay to be an Earth Firstler this year, then 
next year it won't be okay to be in the Sierra Club. 
Don't believe the incendiary stuff you read and 
hear about us in the corporate press. You know 
us.. We are your neighbors, and we are ready to 
•work with you and talk to you any time. You can 
reach us at the MEC at (707) 468-1660. 


Our entire community is under siege, and that 
includes the forest itself, not just the people who 
defend it. If we back down to timber and police 
terror, they will continue to destroy the redwood 
forest and its life support system. We are already 
seeing the climate changes that go with defores- 
tation, including the 5 year drought and killing 
frosts. How much longer can they cut like this 
before the ecosystem collapses? 

If we stand together, I think we can make the 
difference. In Humboldt County, MAXXAM is 
on the verge of financial collapse from its own 
junk bonds. And’LP and GP are almost done in 
Mendocino County. They've cut the good stuff, 


and now they're fighting to take 20-year-old baby 
third growth trees in a last mop-up operation 
before they leave. How much is this chip-cut 
worth to them? Economically those trees barely 
pay their way out of the woods. But biologically * 
they mean the difference between whether thb 
forest can ever recover, or whether it will end up 
converted to vinyards, subdivisions or desert. 

That's why we're not backing down. We're 
tired and we're scared, but the timber industry is 
tired too. And the darkest hour is just before the 
dawn. 


Mining Alert in the Little Rockies 


By Mary Huddle 

How many lives have been destroyed in the 
(con)quest for gold? Think about it.. .then imag- 
ine your wedding ring, a circle of gold symboliz- 
ing love, promise and a future. Remember the 
"discovery" of the Americas (or rather, Aztec 
gold). Now imagine Cortez brutally murdering 
and enslaving a whole race of people for a boat- 
load of rings and necklaces and enough capital to 
fund the Spanish Inquisition. And still, South 
Africans sweat it out in the mines, dying for a Fort 
Knox gold brick that they'll never see; Lakotah 
mourn the desecration of the sacred Black Hills; 
and now, for the love of gold, corporate raiders 
are literally melting down the mountains of the 
great Northwest. 

The Little Rockies of north -central Montana 
are a unique island mountain range. Surrounded 
by a high desert-plains bioregion, these mountains 
seem to push themselves up out of nowhere. 
They are truly an oasis, sheltering unusual plant 
communities found nowhere else. This area has 
always held great spiritual significance for the 
native caretakers of the land — the Assiniboine 
and Gros Ventre (White Clay) people. Throughout 
the Little Rockies are ceremonial and vision quest 
sites centuries old. There are cave paintings here 
which speak volumes of human history. These 
hills also possess a raw, natural beauty valuable 
unto itself. 


For at least 12 years, Zortman-Landusky 
mining, a subsidiary of Pegasus Gold Inc. of 
Canada has spilled and leached millions of gal- 
lons of cyanide here. In order to extract a pittance 
of gold, vast quantities of ore are leached with 
cyanide via the all-too-prevalent heap-leach 
technique. Heavy metals like cadmium, lead and 
zinc are also leached out and the resultant toxic 
stew pollutes the surface and ground water. Fish 
and Beaver are gone, tons of mine tailings clog 
the drainages where nothing grows, irrigation 
water is vastly reduced, poisonous surface runoff 
runs south to the Missouri River, while deeper 
still, aquifers are contaminated:. All life in the 
area is in jeopardy. v - ' 

The most obnoxious mine is on BLM land, 
on the border of the Fort Belknap Indian Reser- 
vation. From the sacred Sun-Dance lodge one 
can see a huge scar on the mountain. Of course 
cyanide is everywhere — poison does not recog- 
nize the distinction between BLM land and Res- 
ervation land. Besides the problem of corpora- 
tions bearing no real responsibility for the crimes 
they commit (such as murder), the "law" is on 
their side — the endless tangle of rules and regula- 
tions which stifle human freedom under the 
guise of protecting it. One such law is the 1872 
Mining Law, allowing nearly anyone to stake a 
claim on public land without having to pay 



royalties. 

Red Thunder Inc. is a group of traditional 
Native Americans, lawyers, and environmental- 
ists who are struggling to protect the Little Rockies. 
One of their strategies will be to designate the 
entire area aS a Historic Preservation Site. Another 
is to have mineral rights withdrawn over the 
entire area. An argument can also be made that 
the cyanide and tailings make this area less than 
desireable for other forms of "multiple use." 
They are also considering asking individuals and 
groups to acquire the mineral rights and hold 
them in trust. 

What you can do: 

•Call Pegasus Mining (North Nine Post Road, 
Spokane, WA 99201) and tell them what they can 
do with their mine. 

•Boycott gold. * 

•Scream at the Secretary of the Interior (Dept, of 
the Interior, 18th and C Streets NW, Washington, 
DC 20240). 

•Support Red Thunder (Red Thunder, Inc., HC 63 
Box 5315, Dodson, MT 59524) and other native 
peoples (Hopi, Lakotah, Peigan, Blackfeet etc.) in 
their struggles to protect the Earth. 
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Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 

This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in 
stock. All prices are post paid. We will publish more extensive visual displays in some other 

"shirts I LL TAKE MY BEEF 

All shirts are 100% cotton unless otherwise noted. POACHED, THANKS 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Mlaaoula. MT 59806 


Don’t Tread On Me. Bright Peach or Tan (all sizes), $1 3. 

Mother Grizzly and Cub. Light Blue (short sleeve, S, M, XL) $10; (long sleeve, all sizes) $10. 
American Canyon Frog. Gray (S & M.) $12. 

The Cracking of the Glen Canyon Damn (50/50). Tan (S,M), Light Blue (S,M) $5. 

Defend the Wilderness. Black (short sleeve, all sizes) $10; (long sleeve, all sizes) $13. 

Earth First! Red (all sizes) $10; Green (all sizes) $10. 

Tools. Light Blue (S), Silver (M,L,XL), Tan (all sizes) $10. 

Free the Earth. Turquoise (S,M & XL), Fuschia (S), Orchid (all sizes) $12. 

Earth First! Gray Sweatshirts-Green Fists (S) $12 




SUBVERT THE 
DOMINANT PARADIGM 


EARTH riUTI 


POI Mil Tac 


PREGNANCY: ANOTHER DEADLY 
SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 


HAYDUKE LIVES 

EARTH FIRST! ^ FOR JB7I T Me ton. AE 1170.1 

FIGHT THE POWER! 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Mlaaoula, MT 59806 


EARTH FIRST! 


POB 5176 Mlaaoula. MT 59806 


Earth First! Green Kids’ sizes (S & L) $7. 

PAY YOUR RENT 


PATCHES 
Earth First! $3.50 
Earth Police $3.00 


WORK FOR THE EARTH 

earth naan ^ fob tan Tam*, as ami 

RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 


EARTH FI BSTl 


BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1 each, unless otherwise noted 


POB *B»I Taa 



TMi 


MUIR 


POWER 
TO YOU 



American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Boycott Coors “Beer” 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 
Darwin 
Desert Raper 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($5/doz) 

Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I’d Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker was as Small as Mine 
You’d Need a Muscle Wagen, Too ($5/doz) 

I’ll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Nature Bats Last DESERT RAPER 

Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don’t Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 

Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 
Stop Clearcutting ($5/doz) 

Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 


CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black 
Lagoon $9 v 

Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the 
Damned $9 

Darryl Cherney I Had to be Born This Century 
$10 

Darryl Cherney They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 
Like They Used To $10 
Darryl Cherney Timber! $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $1 0 
Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primera! The Deep 
Ecology Medicine Shows $10 
Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $10 
Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $1 0 
Citizen’s Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 
Citizen’s Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice 
Day) $10 

Dakota Sid Clifford . . . For the Birds $ 1 0 
Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 
Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $10 
Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in 
Montana $9 

Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 
Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Inquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee Colorado River Songs $10 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $1 1 
Mokai Clearcut Case of the Blues $9 
Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 
Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 
Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 
John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $ 9 


John Seed Deep Ecology W0 
John Sirkis The Wild West $9 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $ 10 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $1 0 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 
Walkin’ Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $10 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin’ Ball Waldeck $1 0 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 
Various Only One Earth $12 

BOOKS 

Ecodefense Foreman & Haywood, ed. $14 


ONLY ONE EARTH ! 




ACTIVIST SONGS OF THE 





Cecelia 

Ostrow 





... 

LOVE IT OR 
4 ^Vjr it alo^ 


WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$1 
No Cows 6/$1 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Fist 30/$1 .25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1 .25 
Tools 30/$ 1.25 


IP NATIVE 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 

DON'T BECOME ONE. 

GARTH FI Ran POB 5B71 T»t»— . AZ 1170] 


NATURE BATS LAST 

GARTH FIRST! A POS 1171 Tacmt. A Z 83703 



EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth Firstl or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a subscription form when sending in a subscription. 


5Er 

Trinket Description 

Odor 

Size 

Amount 
































• 




















Name 

Street 


City, State 


m. 


OKAY, HERE'S 
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EARTH 

RELIGION, 

EARTHLY 

CONCERNSI 


Read and subscribe to the 
quarterly Merrymount 
Messenger, and the activ 
ism-oriented bimonthly 
Broadsword Bulletin 
($1 0/year, $2.50 sample 
copy, che.-ks/m.o.’s out 
to “cash' ,. Send SASE 
for more info to: 
TMA-West Box 27 
3605 El Camino Real 
Santa Clara CA 95051 


ARTH 




GRAPHICS 


■.00% Co^on YL B>Uck: 

Sind i lz°-s 4 o: 

Al+tr Action ‘2xtrkr 

vj . , Rm. C 

E>ozc m«.n , n\t. S°n\S' 


V 
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. . : : • 

(MV> AND STATION BRi ■ ■ 
PRINTS P dN PBC1CL5D papbr 


POZ A me CATALOG. 56N0 lO^AiB TO- 
BAZTH 6&MC6 ZF0#1 OKAN6B.M-O0O4 


MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with’ current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers, A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 



SAN E THE REDWOODS t-shirts 

100** cotton. Available in M-L-XL. 

Black ink on red, gold, silver, or lavender. $10. 

North Coast Earth First! 

PO Box 368 
Bayside. CA 95524 


Atlantic ’ 
f Recycled 
V Paper Co. , 


SAMPLER KIT: Everything for 
home & office-from copy paper 
I to paper towels - only $1 1 .95 ppd. 

! i£ (800)323-2811 B 

Free Catalog of more than 77 products! 
P.O.Box 39096 Baltimore, MD 21212 


Arizona EF! 
t-shirts ^ 


Navy blue lettering 
on cream shirts, 
100% cotton, $10. 

S - M - L - XL 


Arizona Earth First! 
P.O. Box 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 



iyl 10^ f 




Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for 
the international Earth First! movement. It is divided into 
four sections: 1) Continent-wide EF! offices, 2) 
International contacts, 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups, 
and 4) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! 
group. If you are interested in becoming active with the 
Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth First!ers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you 
would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have 
address changes or corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 
5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a "*" or 
that have a newsletter title produce either an Earth First! 
newsletter or regular mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or 
otherwise be on their mailing list. 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. 
We don't need as much as other groups since we are 
grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have low 
overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard- 
earned money goes. Don't send your contributions to this 
newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 
(contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

*EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the 

Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force, POB 77062, SF, CA 94107-7062 
‘F.cotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
‘Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
‘Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquerque, NM 
87195 

‘Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 

‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 

53714 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
‘PAW, POB 51 A, Bondville, VT 05340 
‘Predator Project, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
‘Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 *7 

‘Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 V 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 9531 6, Seattle, WA 98145 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
‘Yellowstone Earth FirstI, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the 
Earth First! movement. THANK YOU for your support! 


I 


f CONCERNED SINGLES NEWSLETTER^ 

links compatible singles who care about * 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and wop’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: . 


Address 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use ah alias. Make sure the mailperson knows tha 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 


the earth, the environment, 
asla? and a healthy society. N; 




and a healthy society. 

National and international membership. 
All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: 
Box 555- B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. 


HELP US HELP THEM 



Did you know... 

ALL SEVEN SPECIES of Sea Tiirtles 
are endangered, or threatened! 

The most common products 
confiscated by U.S. Customs at 
our borders are Sea Turtle products 


WE ARE ACTIVE. 

WE ARE EDUCATING. 

WE ARE HELPING HANDS-ON 
AND WE 

NEED HELP FROM YOUI 

Please send a donation* to: 
THE SEA TURTLE CENTER 
P.O. Box 634 
Nevada City CA 95959 
(916) 265-2125 
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ALASKA 
Alaska EF1 
k Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
(907) 688-5619 

WASHINGTON 
Shuksan EF! 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EFI/Washington F.F! 

Earth First! Bulletin 
Geoige Dtaffan 
POB 95316 
Seat tle, WA 98145 

Olympic Peninsula EFI 

The Dancing Nudi Branches' 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwoot EFI 
POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
CANADA 
(604) 688-SEAL 
Boreal Owl 
Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
CANADA 



EF! PROJECTS 

EFI Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EFI Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
EFI Eco-Videographe 
EFI Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
(415) 601-5933 
EFI Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EFI Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Grizzly Bear Bulletin ' 

POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAPI 
Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
Earth First! journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
EFI National Hotline 
(415) 647-9175 
EFI Ocean-Dolphin Task Force 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFI Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 


/OREGON 

[Stumptown EFI POB 1376S 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 284-5849 
Southern Willamette EFI 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
•Kalmiopsis EFI POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 


ECOTOPIA 
Northcoast EFI * 

Mickey Dulas, Debbie Lucas 
POB 622 

Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
(707) 677-0 683 
Ft. Bragg! 

Tom Cahill (707)964-0802 
Anna Marie Stenbeig 961-0302 
POB 632 

Ft. Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 
Uklah EFI 

Ecotopia EFI Newsletetter 
Betty BaU 
106 West Standley 
Ukiah, Ecotopia 95482 
(707) 468-1660 
Sonoma County EFI 
Pam Davis 
POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
(707) 523-1229 


v •' ’• •' -Pacific Ocean- 

HAWAII 

•Christopher Hope-Cowling 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 


WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EFI 
POB 36 

Republic, WA 99166 

I.A.O.T. 

POB1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 
(208) 448-2504 
North Fork EFI 
POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Wild Rockies EFI 
Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Shimmer 
POB 7891 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
•Sam Lyman 

Moscow Ecology Center 
POB 9232 
Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 883-3814 
Yellowstone EF! 

Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 


EFI Redwood Action Team 
Robert Parker 
POB 208 

Garberville, CA 95440 
(707) 926-5100 Hotline 
(707) 926-5250 Fax 
Wild Earth First! 

Darryl Chemey 
Box 34 

Garberville, CA 95440 
(707) 923-2108 
LaytonviUe EF! 

POB 372 

LaytonviUe, Ecotopia 95454 
(707) 984-8263 
Willits EF! 

Judi Bari, Naomi Wagner 
POB 656 

Willits, Ecotopia 95490 
(707) 468-1660 


NORTH AMERICA EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 


• denotes local contact 


group publishes newsletter 




CALIFORNIA 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 
^Bay Area EFI *_ . 
ay Area Hotline (? 15) 824-3841 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
(415) 376-7329 
San Francisco EFI 
POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
(415) 647-9160 
Santa Cruz EFI * 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
•Chuck Swift 
POB 819 

Camarillo, CA 93011 
(80S) 484-4504 
Santa Monica EFI 

2401 Lincoln Blvd. 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(213) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 

Cypress, CA 90630 


•Chico EFI 
POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EF! 

J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EF! 

POB 73771 
Davis, CA 95617 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
(408) 289-1646 
Los Angeles EFI 
POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Orange County EFI 
POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
•Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
San Diego EFI * 

Claude Mathis 
POB 311 

Encinitas, CA 92024 
(619) 942-8069 




r 

[Lake ’ 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS 


Midwest Headwaters EFI News < 

Lakes Area EFI 


Madison EF! i 


POB 202 


Sherwood T. Uttle 


Brainetd, MN 56401-0202 

\ 

POB 14691 

X 

(218) 829-6917 

A 

Madison, W1 53714 
(608) 258-8534 

1 

Minnesota EF! 


Hank Bruse i 

% 

Heather O'Meara 

1 

235 Travis Drive 

Box 7448 


Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54494 

M 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

/ 

(715) 423-5636 / 

(612) 825-6284 < 


Chicago EFI [ 


/ 

)J 

POB 6424 f 


Tallgrass Prairie EF! / 

A 

Evanston, IL 60204 \ 


Hal Rowe ! 


Paul Rechten 


722 Westwinds Dr. #3 l 

A 

7405 Shields Rd. 


Iowa City, IA 52246 \ 

Harvard, IL 60033 


(319)354-6674 ' 

L_ 

(815) 943-4178 
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COLORADO 
Walkabout 
POB 1166 

Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 

1141 Emerson St. 
Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 831-6093 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Huerfano Valley EF! 

POB 663 

Redwing, CO 81066 


NEW MEXICO 
Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-S550 
•Hawk POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EFI 
Act Like an Earthquakel 
Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 


ARIZONA 
•Gristle 
POB 2544 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Phoenix EFI 
Mike or Tetri 
POB 8795 

Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602)276-2849 

AZEF! Newsletter 
Tucson EFI 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


MEXICO CITY 
Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico D.F. 
(5) 665-1610 


ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
Brookport. I L 62910 
MISSOURI 
Big River EF! 

Current 

Orin Langelle 
POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
(314) 257-2437 
•Sue Skidmore 
POBox681JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 


TEXAS 

Llano Estacado EFI* 

PO Box 4733-TTU 
Lubbock, TX 79401 
(806) 747-3552 
•William Larson 

9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EFI* 

Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(713) 592-7664 
EFI Austin 
P.O.Box 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 
EFI Out There 
POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 ' 

LOUISIANA 
•Naomi Green 

15227 Mansfield Road 
Bogalusa, LA 70427 
(504) 735-0049 




ONTARIO 
EFI Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
CANADA 

MICHIGAN 
•Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 
OHIO 

Black Swamp EFI 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! \ 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
529 Riddle Rd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(513) 961-3660 
•Clint Holley III 
28410 S. Bridge Cir. 
Westlake, OH 44145 
. 12161 892-7891 


KENTUCKY <*00*"*' 

•Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd. 

MunfordviUe, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
WEST VIRGINIA 
National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 

VIRGINIA/DC 
Virginia/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 • 

Appalachian EFI 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVA EF! 

James A. Barnes 
1 14-A Chelsea Dr. 
Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
GEORGIA 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 ^ 

(404) 855-6426 

FLORIDA 
Big Bend EFI * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 

Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 




•Gulf of Mexico’ 


PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) * 
Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic 
Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 
VERMONT 
Vermont EFI 
Mike Zwikelmaier 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 
Erik Sohlberg (802) 439-6266 

NEWToHK 

Finger Lakes EFI 
Black Wolf 
POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 
Greater Adirondack Biotegion EF! 
Snaggletooth 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518) 374-6592 
•Scott Thiele 

R.D. #4 237-A Elk Lake 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1396, (607) 724-8454 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Allemong Biotegion EFI 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Gteensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodivetsityl 
Box 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
•Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisbutg, PA 17837 
•Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 
MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EF! 

Ron Huber 
POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
•Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
•Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 
(301) 596-3978 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! 

The Dragon 
POB 171 

Alexander, NC 28701 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston EFI 
Joseph Allawos 
River 99 St. Philip St. #107 
^Charleston, SC 29403 
Hof iaa ra-r 
Wiregrass 
POB 13864 

Gainesville, FL 32604 
(904)371-8166 
Big Cypress EF! 

1938 Hollywood Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EF! * 

c/o Maria Quintana 
POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 
•Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 


MAINE 
Maine EFI 

Gary Lawless /Gulf of Maine I 
61 Main St. 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EF! 

POB 298 
Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt J 
21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
(617)628-2233 
•Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 597-6165 

•Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 





INTERNATIONAL 
EF! DIRECTORY 

Grant Collie 
c/o 11 Forth St. 

Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
Fearghuis McKay 
4 York Rd 
Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
EFI England 

107 Manor Road, Hastings 
East Sussex TN34 3LP 
ENGLAND 
Tel. (0424)444048 
EFI Germany 
Jan Ebert 

Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
GERMANY 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala 
POLAND 

Desert Everywhere — Islamic EFI & 
Cynical Tormentors 
34 Salah El-Din, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195, FAX: 202 2908792 
Telex: 23082 PBSLN UN 
Anand Skaria 
P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

Tel. 009-484-25435 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel.: 066-21-85-05 
Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 
Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EFI 
GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 
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SOS Sarawak! 



Carsten Huttche and Jake ] ago ff clamber up for an exciting vista of the tropical forest. 


Latest Breaking News from Sarawak! 

After spending nearly two weeks in a Malaysian jail, the eight protesters revealed their 
identities and faced arraignment. Four, including Jagoff, pleaded guilty to being a public 
nuisance and trespassing and were sentenced to 60 days of jail, not inclusive of the two weeks 
they had already spent incarcerated. The remaining four activists decided to plead not guilty 
and will have their court hearing on July 3 1st. Only enough money was pooled to post bail for 
one of the four activists. The remaining three will stay in jail until a philanthropist springs them 
or until their court hearing. All reports from Malaysia carry the positive energy and good spirits 
of the jailed activists, and they all direct attention to the plight of the Penan people in Sarawak, 
whose situation is so much graver and more pressing than that of the international activists in 
jail. The Penan are struggling to maintain their culture and the ecosystem on which it depends. 


By Mark Alan Wilson 

It's sort of strange. In the past twelve days I've 
snuck out of a foreign country, snorkeled on a coral reef, 
spent 25 hours on airplanes, pursued a disinterested 
press on two continents, eaten squid, Haagen-Dazs, and 
some things I couldn't identify, received a marriage 
proposal, and learned my best friend is in the hospital. 
Life has come at me full bore. The Strange part is that 
during those same twelve days, eight friends that I last 
saw hanging above the island of Borneo have been in 
small cells, staring at blank walls. Some haven't eaten. 
Each day, as my life has delighted, frightened and 
saddened me, they have sat in prison in the Malaysian 
state of Sarawak. Accused of instigating, they are guilty 
only of caring for the Earth and its peoples. I am sure, 
despite their unchanging circumstances, that life has 
come hard at them too. But I don't know. No word has 
come from the Lambir Prison, or from the Sarawak 
Police, or from the Malaysian government. When I 
checked with the US State Department, I knew more 
than they did, and I know very little. I know how they 
got in, though. I was there. 

The island of Borneo is home to the oldest 
rainforest on Earth. Deep in these woods live the Penan 
people. For thousands of years they built no permanent 
homes and planted no crops. They have hunted the 
animals of their valleys, and gathered wild plants for 
food, medicine, and shelter. The rainforest has given 
them their lives and their religion. Today, most Penan 
eat canned meat and imported rice. They live in 
government-built houses and their children attend 
government-run schools. They like it better than their 
former, savage life in the jungle, or so says the gov- 
ernment-controlled press. 

The Penan, without government help, say this: 
"For many years now the government has not been able 
to settle our demand for a peaceful life. When we 
protest the destruction of our land the government 
would say we are like pirates... anti-development. The 
more we struggle the more the authorities and [timber] 
companies harass us. Our daily lives are full of fear and 
anxieties as we see this destruction everywhere around 
us. We feel utterly helpless to do anything." 

The government of Sarawak, as you might guess, is 
not completely up-front when it comes to the Penan 
issue. It says the Penan must be "civilized," put into 
modern homes and integrated into society for their own 
welfare and for the good of the nation. The government 
further blames all native peoples and their swidden 
(slash-and-burn) agriculture for the state's widespread 
deforestation. It is seldom mentioned that Sarawak's 
various Ministries hold the rights to harvest the ma- 
jority of the state's timber. James Wong, Minister of 

continued on page 25 


Arizona Trial News 
see pages 4-7 
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WVtOfe ^XKlJ? vWKi&\ Coffee ... 

One of the many issues raised at the Women's Caucus at the Northwest Rendezvous was the desire for greater 
acknowledgement of women in the movement and in the journal. The three of us women on this issue's collective 
were discussing how to accomplish this. We decided to write this editorial without knowing quite what point we 
wanted to make. All we knew was that we wanted to direct it to women; and we wanted to examine ways to deepen 
the sense of community and belonging for women within the EF! movement. 

A week or so rolled by and we reconvened under the pressure of an approaching deadline. Our conversation 
evolved, inspired by caffeine, and we discovered that we were each feeling, for similar and different reasons, 
alienated and intimidated by all the computer work. (We noted with a smirk that we spend most of our time outside 
except when we're working on the radical environmental journal, when we stay inside sitting in front of computer 
terminals.) We each assumed our experience was uniquely personal ("maybe I'm just not committed enough. . ."). 
We were relieved to find that ours was a shared sentiment. This shifted our focus from "what's wrong with me?" 
to "how can I change my response to this circumstance?" Perhaps we each have similar reactions to the same social 

patterns, which we can try to change together 
(under the belief that "learned can be un- 
learned"). 

Having identified this pattern, we made an 
agreement to share our skills (now feeling 
freer to ask for help), get help from like- 
minded friends and support each other in 
voicing our ideas. In so doing we noticed 
that it served to free up a lot of energy to give 
to our common project. 

Through all this, we realized that we had 
experienced a similar pattern of isolation 
and detachment in other political groups 
and actions. We wondered how many times 
these feelings could have been overcome, 
had there been more of a sense of unity with 
the other women in these groups. What had 
kept us separated? 

The three of us joined together in a rather 
impromptu women's group to write this 
editorial, and we realize that when women 
form smaller groups within larger ones, it 
provides a forum in which to address our 
shared concerns and consequently to increase 
our effectiveness. 

So, we wanted to make our experience 
available to other women, for whatever part 
of it might be helpful. We were also hoping 
that this kind of exchange would continue 
(to the extent that it can in a paper), in the 
journal. So EF! women, please send in your 
thoughts, ideas, action stories (with photos!), 
insights and discoveries to share with the 
community. 

/, JO Run Wild, 

£ tyj ■ Amy, Val & Tracy 




ELEPHANT (OM) 

Elephant of Afrika 
so slow motion majestic 
banner ears floating 
in waves of heat. 

Trunks curl, unfurl, reach, touch 
caressing, thumping, between 
rays of ivory. 

Gleaming ivory. 

Your ivory. 

Mammoth matriarchs and ancient 
bulls 

with tusks longer 
than my skinny arm: 
phantoms. 

Their bodies machine-gunned 
into still giant death mounds 
with cascading rivulets of vulture 
shit 

streaking white, down the sides. 


Gaping mangled flesh decays where 
your ivory grew flashing wild. 

Tound delicate feet hacked away 
for sad sick umbrella buckets. 
Floating ears droop, stiffen, 
wither, crumble to earth. 

Twirling twisting trunks sag 
into rigid rot. 

Elder guides gone, 
young relatives stride briefly 
through days man-made menacing, 
even their tiny tucks gouged out: 
2,000 a week machine-gunned, die. 
Babies trumpet, cry, brains 
crackle, fry, in savannah sun. 
Elephant, will you soon wander only 
as phantoms flying waving ears on 
a mirage of electric heat seas? 

— Karen DeBraal 
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Dear Friends, 

Perhaps we should think about 
shifting more of our focus from publicity 
stunts toward establishing a permanent 
presence on public lands. Getting even 
a modest fraction of the rising genera- 
tion out of their cars and into the woods 
would make a significant dent in 
America's greenhouse emissions and 
take large numbers of people out of 
toxic circulations. 

Spikes and tree sits may help keep 
pristine areas alive, but an enormous 
program of soil-conserving public works 
will be required if today's clearcuts are 
to support healthy old-growth five 
hundred years from now. 

In Centred Africa and elsewhere, 
hastily organized units of often barefoot 
"village scouts" have made impressive 
inroads against well-equipped and 
heavily armed bands of game and tim- 
ber poachers across vast tracts of tropi- 
cal wilderness. Clearcutters and poach- 
ers in the US and Canada might take 
pause to think if they knew they were 
being trailed by nimble troops of high 
school science students bearing cameras 
and shovels. Such programs ought to be 
a staple of environmental education 
curricula throughout North America. 

I'd particularly urge any readers in 
the Rainbow Family to take these ideas 
seriously. In 1987, at least 6,000 of us 
made camp in the Smokies (I understand 
that the gatherings have only gained 
momentum since that time). Unfortu- 
nately, in spite of our best Ecotopian 
intentions, we managed to turn several 
hundred acres of Rhododendron forest 
into a dysentery-infested mudhole. In 
the future, we might consider leaving 
the beauty spots in peace and direct our 
energies towards the moonscapes that 
are so desperately in need of our atten- 
tion. 

— Angus Murdoch 


show you. It's good defense against self- 
destructing appliances.) Quality NiCd 
cells show a recommended charging 
current and time on the cell. Example: 
Panasonic's AA says "Charge at 40-50 
mA for 16 hours." You build a current 
regulator with an LM317T chip and a 
resistor to set the current you want. See 


exact cell) it's 11 Ohms. For Radio 
Shack's High Capacity D (4000 mAh!), 
it's 2.8 Ohms. 

You can feed the charger from 
your car battery, solar cells, or an AC 
adapter. You can always find a used AC 
adapter at a flea market or Goodwill 
store. Don't buy one that's not marked 
with how much voltage and current it 
can put out. Get one that can put out 
more current than your charger needs, 
and at least 6 Volts more than the stack 
of batteries you're charging. The 
LM317T needs 2.5 Volts to work right, 
the resistor will "drop” 1.25 Volts, and 
these cheap adapters "sag" some. The 
LM3 1 7T will bum up any extra voltage 
as heat; that's its job. It can stand 35 
Volts. 

Get creative with the mechanicals: 
put input terminals on a flashlight, or 
make a battery holder with nails and a 
piece of wood. 

You can mail order the electronic 
parts; try the back of a magazine like 
Radio-Electronics. One source is Active 
Electronics, 1-800-677-8899. Don'tbuy 
"untested" parts; all parts are tested as 
they're made; "untested" means BAD. 

If you're too lazy or affluent to 
build a charger, the Panasonic charger is 
ok, and the Eveready, Millenium, 
Memorex, and GE are shit. (I've taken 
them all apart.) For accurate regulation, 
the current regulator I just described 
beats them all to hell. Accurate regula- 
tion and slow charging gives you the 
longest life from your expensive and 
not-yet-recycleable Nickel-Cadmium 
cells. 
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Dear SFB, 

Robert Marten's scanner article was 
cool except for the advice to buy GE's 
NiCd batteries and charger. Let me offer 
alternatives. 

Last year I tested every brand of 
NiCd I could find, and I have stopped 
using disposable batteries except in my 
watch and smoke alarm. ThebestNiCds 
are (believe it or not) Radio Shack, Power 
Sonic, and Panasonic. The worst are 
Memorex, RayOVac, Duracell, Eveready, 
General Electric, Millenium (Gates), and 
Again & Again (Saft). The best NiCds 
have their capacity (in milliamp-hours 
— mAh) shown on the cell. The worst 
are too ashamed. Don't buy a re- 
chargeable battery that's ashamed to 
say how much juice it holds. Don't buy 
anything from GE. GE's AA-size NiCd 
holds about 250 mAh (I measured it). 
Radio Shack's AA, priced 15% higher, 
holds twice that charge. 

You can build an excellent NiCd 
charger for a few bucks. (If you haven't 
learned to solder yet, get a friend to 


/\ N II ohtv* 

resiST«>R 


figure 1. The LM317T is a commodity 
device that's been made for five years by 
six or more chip makers. If you pay 
more than a buck for one you've been 
robbed. It's goal in life is to pass enough 
current from its IN pin to its OUT pin to 
see 1.25 volts between its OUT and its 
ADJUST pin. Bolt the LM317T to a 
metal switchplate or a few inches of 
angle iron to keep it cool. Insulate the 
bolt or the metal because the bolting tab 
on the LM3 1 7T is connected to its OUT 
pin. The capacitor keeps the LM317T 
from oscillating if the input lead is too 
long. Do not reverse the input polarity; 
the LM3 1 7T will bum up in one second. 

You pick the resistor for the cur- 
rent you want, using Ohm's Law: re- 
sistance = 1.25 Volts / current. For the 
AAs, resistor is 24 Ohms. For Panasonic's 
Cs and Ds (which contain the same 


Drop me a line if you need more 
info or if I blew it (1141 Jonesport Ct., 
San Jose, CA, 95131; ph: 408/929-7601). 
Plead a believable hardship case and 
send a reusable mailing envelope and 
I'll send you an LM3 1 7T and the resistor 
and capacitor. Specify what cells you're 
charging. Knowledge is power. 

— Cameron Spitzer 

Shit For Brains, 

I have finally let my subscription 
lapse. Due mostly to the direction this 
publication has headed. 

The articles I read rarely mention 
“holistic", "interconnectedness", ect., 
and other words that reflect kindred 
mindsets. I read about people drinking 
industrial beer throwing piles of shit at 
other people and eating a Rainforest 
Beef Central Burger King. I read lot's of 


"white male", "rape", and other terrible 
stereotypes and words of violence, that 
sting like "nigger", "spick” "kike", ect. 
Cartoons of men burning witch's with a 
stereotypical caption. These words and 
pictures reflect how you think. Looks 
like Bad Brains. I see so much about 
violence and destruction and little is 
reflected on how this is to achieve the 
earth's growing. 

The perfect Birth Control Method. 
No diversity, no mention of masturba- 
tion, homosexuality, bestiality, or other 
alternate sexual practices. Mr. Stoddard 
should reflect on the word Perfect for 
awhile. It's a lie, I've never noticed 
anything that didn't break, mst, or lie. 
Maybe a bit confused with personal 
satisfaction. Your deepes t ecology i s 
annh ilation of the~human race, as re- 
flected in a cartoon in a late issue. Loss 
oF diversity, a link of the chain gone 
forever, extinct. Hitler was willing to 
leave a few people around. If someone 
really believes that, a genuine reflection 
would be a mass murder at a shopping 
mall. Even more si ncere would be sui- 
cide. If they believe thartKey are too 
important to the movement to commit 
suicide, perhaps my Hitler analogy does 
have a ring of truth to it. 

The Under the Rocks column was 
a disturbing inconsistency. "We don't 
tailor what we receive to suit what pleases 
us or you" , yet in the Deer Shit for Brains 
column you say that you won't print a 
travesty or instead of printing my letter 
you may print those of like opinion. It 
sounds like something is being tailored 
to suit somebody. It's so Platonic it 
hurts, just like it always did. NOT even 
the courage to say that some things are 
edited. That's what editors are for, don't 
offend my intelligence with double 
speak. 

Speaking of animal truths, what 
are evident to you? GOOD NIGHT. 

— Scattered Skunk 

"The horses see a stall..." 

The keystone posse at Happy Camp 
gave me inspiration. I'd like to hear 
people's thoughts on the pros and cons 
of pack animals at the EF1 Rendezvous 
and actions. 

Some will argue that raising beasts 
of burden merely perpetuates homo 
sapiens' efforts to enslave the natural 
world. On the other hand, horses and 
mules would give the tribe mobility and 
enable us to make camp much further 
and faster into the woods. If we hang 
around the wild pony auctions we might 
be able to team up with some green fire 
before it all gets turned into dog food. 
— Genghis Khan 

Would any of you Green Mountain 
boys and girls be into reenacting the 
great Vermont Turkey drives this fall? 
We could dust off the Sununu dolls on 
Halloween, dab on some tar, sprinkle 
feathers here and there, and start 
marching down Rte. 2. We could dump 
our feathered friends into the healthy 
waters of Boston Harbor and end up 
with a wicked awesome potlatch at 
Fanuel Hall on Thanksgiving. 

— Big Bird 

Dear Merde for the Brains: 

What a crazy " documentary" about 
Judi Bari on PBS. We taped the damn 
thing and all it seems to say is that Judi 
hates airports and she was the suspect in 
the bombing of a small airport about 
ten years ago. Maybe she didn't like 
Kennedy either. Well so it seems that all 
this is VERY SUSPICIOUS but the real 
issue here is who is trashing the planet? 

Now take your average billionaire. 
Are they worried about the environ- 
ment? Sure they are! Just take this nifty 
little group called the Nature Conser- 
vancy. Even though I told them a bunch 
of times to screw themselves, they seem 
to like it and keep coming back for 
more. They were even nice enough to 
send me a ballot for their next election. 
Talk about excitement! They keep 
spoutin' off about their free country 
and their right to vote. Look at the 
ballot. There isn't even a place to write 
in Frank Zappa! I know the guy doesn't 

continued on page IS 
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Conspiracy Trial Begins In 


By Karen Pickett 

Ecodefertse is on trial. Yes, Ecodefense the 
book. But of course, it's more than the book; it's 
the concept. It is what the book represents — 
most importantly the threat the book represents 
to the US Government, to corporate America, to 
the status quo, to the dominant paradigm. 

But we have a Constitution to protect such 
things — how can the government put a book on 
trial? Well, one way is to build a bogus criminal 
conspiracy case against the author and publisher 
of the book, find a few dedicated environmental- 
ists, send in an undercover FBI agent who will 
win their confidence and then encourage and 
facilitate their protest and monkeywrenching 
ideas, all the while secretly recording incriminat- 
ing statements. Make it a big splashy case de- 
signed to discredit the author and the organiza- 
tion he is associated with and use words like 
"terrorism" and "revolution" in the course of 
presenting the case: words designed to strike fear 
into the hearts of the populace. We're looking at 
the "Arizona Five conspiracy trial," also known as 
the " Earth First! trial, " now taking place in a small 
courtroom of US District Court in Prescott, Ari- 
zona. It is the Ecodefense trial as well. The trial of 
five environmental activists, including 
Ecodefense author and Earth First! co-founder 
Dave Foreman finally got underway Junel9, 
more than two years after the initial arresteT'And 
we are now in the thick of what the government 
prosecutors would have us believe is an eco. 
terrorism trial, rather than a test of eco-defense: 

In its opening arguments the government 
laid out its case with a flourish and a good deal of 
drama. Prosecutor Roslyn Moore-Silver asked her 
buddy FBI special agent Lori Bailey to play 
"Vanna White," flipping over pages of paper on 
a large easel facing the jury. Moore-Silver used 
the large bold letters on the pad for emphasis as 
she asked, "What is this case about?" (Pause for 
paper flip) "This case is about 
MONKEYWRENCHING (6" red letters)!" "And 
what is monkeywrenching? Monkeywrenching 
is TERRORISM (more 6" letters, green this time)!" 
As more paper flies over the top of the easel, the 
words "ANARCHY" and "REVOLUTION" jump 
out at the jury as Moore-Silver anoints Dave 
Foreman "preacher" of monkey wrench ing and 
Ecodefense the "manifesto" fqrterrorisnTa anar- 
chy anc^r?volutioh?>She pounds the podium as 
1116 squints and describes in lurid detail how 
Foreman "pumps people up," inciting his au- 
jdiences "to become warrio rs." (Wait, it gets 
better.) She tells the jury Foreman thinks it's 
time to put a monkeywrench into the works of 
the machinery that is destroying biodiversity 
(yeah!), and by way of demonstrating, she 
raises her fist in the stale courtroom air in the 
EF! salute, blaring out, "There will be no com- 
promise in the defense of the earth!" (GoRoz!) 
And then, sounding even more like our cheer- 
leader (if not for her sneer, intonations of 
disgust and the context), she continues melo- 
dramatically to say that not only were the 
defendants’ alleged crimes carried out with 
malice, they did it in a gleeful manner: "THEY 
THOUGHT ACTS QF PROPERTY DESTRUC- 
TION WERE FUN!" 

It's true tharaletter from someone calling 
themselves EMETIC (for Evan Mecham Eco- 
Terrorist International Conspiracy) called on 
the Fairfield Snowbowl Ski Resort to halt its 
development of the wilderness in the San Fran- 
cisco Peaks area. EMETIC suggested that the 
company get all machinery off the peaks, let trees 
grow back and scars heal, and further, it should 
think about "chaining the Fairfield CEO at the 
10,000 ft. level and feeding him shrubs and roots 
until he understands the suicidal folly of treating 
the planet primarily as a tool for making money." 
The letter Is typical of the ironic humor shown by 
activists in this long-awaited trial, but the 
government's aims are deadly serious: to put 
advocates of environmental monkeywrenching 
in prison, to crush radical environmentalism as 
symbolized by the Earth First! movement, to 
curtail severely free speech and protest activity. 
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They want to "send a message" (the FBI's words) 
that those who oppose the corporate/capitalist 
status quo will be squashed like bugs under the 
grinding heel of the US government. 

As defense attorneys made clear in their 
opening statements, this trial is the culmination 
of a highly orchestrated FBI campaign to "get" 
Dave Foreman (in their hierarchical view of life, 
they need a "leader" of the EF! movement to go 



after). Their route to Foreman involved an elabo- 
rate entrapment scheme wherein an FBI agent 
lived with, worked with, and monkeywrenched 
with the other four defendants (Mark Davis, Peg 
Millett, Marc Baker and Ilse Asplund), and led 
them into discussions involving a grand 
monkeywrenching scheme that would theoreti- 
cally suck Foreman in when they convinced him 
to fund their plans. We've heard a conspiracy 
charge put forth that is full of holes. Foreman's 
attorney, Wyoming courtroom manipulator 
extraordinaire Gerry Spence, pointed out, "You 
can't have a conspiracy between one person and 
a government agent," as he brought out testi- 
mony of numerous meetings between FBI agent 
Mike Fain and individual defendants as Fain 


tried, but failed, to get them all in one place 
discussing one plan. We're hearing a case so full 
of government misconduct that one defense at- 
torney told the jury on the first day of proceed- 
ings, "You'll be able to smell entrapment by the 
end of this trial." Indeed. And it stinks. 

These entrapment schemes were orches- 
trated by an unscrupulous FBI agent who played 
on everyone's sympathies, who enthusiastically 
encouraged and participated in criminal acts 
trying all the while to expand the plans to include 
Foreman and other EFlers. Entrapment also oc- 
curred with a sleazy FBI informant acting on 
personal vendetta when he was "bought and paid 
for" by the FBI. An informant who bought the 
cutting torches used in the actions and taught 


Mark Davis how to use them; 
p a ve a m on kpywTPnrh in g workshop (dis abling 
diesel engines, to be exact) at the 1988 Round 
Rive r Rendezvous, EFi's anntrat ga llieiing r^The 
entrapment scheme involvedhundredsoLhours 
of secretly recorded tapes, picked up on "body 
wires," house bugs, bedroom bugs, phone taps, 
even conversations picked up by an airplane 
flying overhead as theagent fooFawarhyrith an 
uaisuspec ting future sus: 


_ —schemes 
of entrapment by agents and informants who 
were always trying to make simple protest plans 
more complex, more dangerous, more violent. It 
is easy to make the leap linking this case to the 
frame-up case attempted by the FBI after last 
year's bombing attack on EFiers Judi Bari and 
Darryl Chemey. The portrayal of EF! as violent 
and its participants as terro ri stFdestmysTl he 
public's good will tOwards_E F!_and_ u ndermines 
the public educ ation com ponen t of EF! direct 
action campaigns and therefore undermines 
EFi's effectiveness and objectives-, rpspert for and 
preservation of b iological diver sity . One do€fl 
not have to be a conspiracy theorist or paranoid ( £ 
to guess that the FBI's larger agenda includes 
discrediting the work of EF! through the media/ '* 
and the legal system. ^Urf^~ 

The actual indictment charges against 
Davis, Foreman, Millett, Baker and Asplund in- 
volve damage to a ski development, a uranium 
mine project and power lines to a pump station 
of the Central Arizona Project (CAP) as well as the 
conspiracy charges. Foreman is implicated in 
some to these charges only by way of his distribu- 
tion of his book, Ecodefense . All the defendants 
are charged with conspiracy to damage power 
lines leading to nuclear facilities, a plot nurtured 
in FBI undercover circles and never put into 
ction. 



The FBI had spent well over $2 million as of 
7 , 1 989 ^ when four of the five defendants were 
arrested 1 The FBI infiltration began in earnest at 
least one year prior to that. We may never know 
the full extent of FBI disruption and infiltration 
into EF! and other environmental activist groups; 
they have popped up in overt ways in California 
and Montana as well as Arizona, and documents 
obtained through the Freedom of Information 
Act show they were "looking" at EF! as early as 

1983. 

Tire government is weaving its sticky web 
through witnesses from the ski development and 
the Canyon uranium mine, both in Arizona. 
Representatives from the media who received 
letters from EMETIC have also appeared as 
witnesses, as well as many FBI agents. 

Jhe targets of EMETIC attacks are unpopu- 
lar, much protested develo pme nts, at least 
two on ^T^nd jcbnsidere dciacred by Native 
AmericanS^yDavis, Millett and Asplund are 
charged in connection with damage to lift 
pylons at Snowbowl ski resort, located in the^ 
San Francisco Peaks are a near Flagstaff. 7fhTs 
/de velopmenris~ an inholding in Kachin a * 
Peaks Wilde rness Area and was built despite / 
flftotestrfrom~native people, in cluding H e 
jtnd Navaliu tribal leaders.^ The San Francisco 
Teaks has been a sacred place to Native] 
Americans for centuries and the development/ 
is a sacrilegious intrusion. ^Another site that 
c sustained" property damage is the Canyon 
Uranium mine, on the south rim of the Grand 
Canyon. It is a potentially poisonous develop- 
me nt. also onland sacredTo native people : the 
site whgre themli^sfTsirralled the "belly of the 
Mother" by the Havasupais. The Havasupai tribe 
filed suit to block development of the mine, 
which has held up uranium extraction with an 
injunction since early 1987. However, the op- 
erators of the mine, Energy Fuels Nuclear, con- 
tinued aboveground development through their 
lease with the US Forest Service (the mine is 
located within Kaibab National Forest and the US 
F ore st Service leases mineral rights to EFN.free of 
charge , tha nks to the 1872 Mining Law). On 
SeptT2s7 1988, the operation lost power and 
subsequently received a letter from EMETIC be- 
seeching it to stop its deadly business, citing birth 







Arizona |The Players in the Prescott Trial 


defect and cancer rates in the area, and promising 
to oppose the mine. The letter also outlined 
EMETIC'S method of operation: "We will not 
injure life, human or other, but the tools of your 
depredations are fair game." A midnight visit to 
the mine on Sept. 25 made good on this: power 
poles bringing electricity to the mine site were 
damaged. But since the mine was not even 
operable, there was no threat to safety, just ex- 
pense to Energy Fuels Nuclear. 

All five also face charges related to the flashy 
bust on May 30, 1989. On that night a heavily 
armed FBI SWAT team descended on four people 
in the Arizona desert who were holding a cutting 
torch to the leg of a power transmission tower 
p leading to a pu mping station of the/C en trail 
< mrizona~Proi ecTT^ CAP is a $3 billion pon?tJaTrel 
'project to carry Colorado River water uphill, 
across 300 miles of desert to sprinkle the lawns 
and fountains of Phoenix and Tucson. Davis and 
B aker were arrested at the scene . Millett managed 
to escape into the dark desert night. She was 
pursued by members of the SWAT team on foot, 
in a helicopter with searchlights and by local law 
enforcement using dogs and horses. She eluded 
them all, but was arrested the following day at her 
job at Planned Parenthood in Prescott. At about 
the same time, Foreman was being rousted out of 
his bed in Tucson by armed and jacked-up FBI 
agents. It was on May 31 as they all sat in jail in 
Phoenix that the government's plan came to 
light. For the fourth person in the northern 
Arizona desert the previous night was not sharing 
their cell. He was a fellow monkeywrencher who 
had not only encouraged the plan, but had fa- 
cilitated its implementation by renting the 
acetylene tanks, filling his truck with gasoline 
and driving the crew out to the desert where 
SWAT lay in wait. His name was Mike Fain, and 
he was a special agent for the FBI. He had been 
working closely with the Prescott 'a ct ivists fnT 


er a 


his way into their activities and trying-to-weasel 
firs way closer to Foreman. H e invaded their lives 
on an intimate level, making the betrayal per- 
sonal and painful. He was a dinner guest in their 
homes, he took Peg out dancing and was dating 
one of her close friends. He played on their 
sympathies and compassion. Then he brought 
out the big screw. ' 

Because of the government's flagrant arro- 
gance (and, one would hope, incompetence) its 
entrapment tactics and underlying objectives — 
i.e., to neutralize Foreman, thereby "taking the 
head off" the EF! movement, or so they 
thought... come uncovered in the courtroom in 
sometimes chilling, sometimes laughable ways. 
The now-famous line mistakenly recorded on 
Fain's body wire when he forgot to turn it off 
before an informal conversation with a fellow 
agent goes like this: "Foreman isn't the guy we 
need to pop. I mean, in terms of the actual 
perpetrator. This is the guy we need to pop to 
send a message. And that's all we're really do- 
ing...." When Gerry Spence brought this quote 
up in his opening statement, prosecutor Moore- 
; Silver jumped out of her seat and objected four 
u times, and was overruled four times, before 
S j, Spence got the words out. On that same segment 
* of tape, Fain had said he couldn't expect to 
wheedle much money from the Tucson EF! 
people, because it's a "real small-time operation. 
They use everything they have for what they 
print up. . . . These people live on nothing. I mean, 
this isn't much, [the $ 100 he had talked a Journal 
staffer into giving him] but for them it's about 
everything they got. They're short on material 
assets, but they're long on dedication.... So Jn 
^actua lity we p rnhahly might tr> gi vp them their 
Jmone y back when it's all over because they don't 
£ really say what its for. Now, they're low-budget, 
P and I don't really look forw e n t t o be doin' a lot of 
hurtin' of people...." When Fain disco vered he 
hadn't turned himself off, he exclaimed, "We 
don't need that on tape. Hoo boy." 

To entrap an admittedly "low-budget, 
dedicated operation" — not to capture dangerous 
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By Karen Pickett 

The defendants: Most of you readers know 
Dave Foreman as one of the founders of Earth 
First!, for years our most effective speechifier on 
road shows as the movement was built, and as 
editor of Ecodefense . Though Dave has in recent 
times separated himself from Earth First! and is 
now publishing his own journal, his attempt to 
back off from the limelight was sabotaged by his 
arrest two years ago. It is clear that the aim of the 
government was to get Foreman, but its con- 
spiracy case against him (and others) is weak. He 
is also charged in connection with other acts he 
did not participate in, the prosecution dragged 
him in simply because he gave a couple copies of 
Ecodefense to undercover FBI agents, thereby 
(they say) encouraging the activity. He is also 
charged in connection with the May 30, 1989, 
CAP action through his alleged donation of 
money to undercover FBI agent Michael Fain. 

Peg Millett is also known to many Earth 
Firstiers as a strong warrior woman with an over- 
flowing love for the wild. Peg has been a singer 
of environmental songs and an active EF!er for a 
number of years and was specifically targeted by 
undercover agent Fain because 1) she was thg-one^ 
.active EF!er in the Prescott group, and therefore 
perceived as a conduit' to Foreman, and 2) she 
holds a lot of compassion in her heart and Fain 
had a hard luck feel-sorry-for-me story that he 
laid on her, wrapped in complex and big lies. Peg 
is charged in till counts as well. A claim to fame 
for this woman is that when the FBI descended on 
her and Mark and Marc on May 30 of '89 with 
scores of agents armed to the teeth, helicopters 
with spotlights, flares, dogs, horses and night 
vision equipment, she alone escaped through the 
desert night and made her way to safety. 

Mark Davis, a longtime Prescott resident, 
was not associated with Earth First! (until the 
bust) except through his friendship with Peg 
Millett. He is a father of three children, has long 
worked on issues of development of wild areas, 
the nuclear threat and other environmental is- 
sues, and was organizing Yavapai Earthnet in 
Prescott when he was arrested at the transmission 
towers in the desert in May of 1989. He is charged 
with damage to power poles at Canyon Uranium 
mine, damage to the Snowball ski development, 
attempting to damage the CAP transmission tojA*"" 

ers ami conspir^cy. LfVJ 

/ U s e Asplundbhas her roots ^feco-feminis^ 
and worked with Peg organizing a (prima rily 
women's) reclamation ceremony at Red Butt e,- s 
site of EFN's planned uranium mine, t ojxv to re - / 
establish the idea that the site is arSacred pl ace*. 
Ilse had attended some EF! functions but was not 
actively an EF!er, rather, a local activist. She was 
living with Mark Davis when bugs and taps were 
installed on their phone and in their house, 
including in their bedroom. She has two chil- 
dre n. Ilse is char ged with all counts. 
f^Marc Bake r? also a Prescott resident, was 
totally dissociated with Earth First!. He met 
Foreman in jail on May 31 of 1989. _ Being a 
fcotaniltbv occupation, his environmental work 
was primarily research. He has done work in the 
rainforests of Ecuador. He is the father of two 
children. Marc is charged with all counts. 

The Judge: Robert Broomfield, a Reagan 
appointee, keeps a quiet and controlled court- 
room . Comings and goings are tightly controlled 
by federal marshalls and an x-ray machine. No 
cameras or tape recorders are allowed. 
Broomfield appears conservative but fair. 

Attorneys: Dave's attorney: Gerry Spence 
was the attorney who won a substantial award for 
the family of Karen Silkwood against Kerr-McGee 
Corp. Hailing from Jackson Hole, Wyoming, 
Spence brings to mind the slightly revised adage, 
"All the court's a stage...." In his opening argu- 
ments he coined a word: psychotage : "the sabo- 
tage of free minds that is going on in this 
courtroom...." He is truly amazing to watch; he 
is, I believe, the only attorney that has gotten the 
jury to smile at him. He has done an excellent job 
of bringing up environmental issues, the neces- 
sity of taking action, and is out there fighting 


hard for all the defendants, his canonization of 
Foreman during his opening argument not- 
withstanding. 

Mark D.'s attorney: Wellborn Jack, Jr. from 
Shreveport, Louisiana, is also a nationally-rec- 
ognized top-notch criminal attorney. He, too, is 
bringing up environmental issues, and said that 
if it is monkeywrenching to put a w rpnrh iri1 ' ri ? 

S rnment system that would gr i n d ujp people 
ase them for its own purposes, then "I'm "a 
' mon keywrenc her." 

Peg's attorney, Michael Black, is a Phoenix 
lawyer who said in his opening argument that 
this trial will set the tenor for what citizens will 
allow their government to do well into the next 
century. 

Use's attorney, Mark Boudoff, is a public 
defender. He said the evidence will teach us that 
trusted friends become spies for money, referring 
to Ron Frazier, the informant "bought and paid 
for" by the FBI, who stayed in Use's house and 
babysat her children while he was on the FBI 
payroll. 

Marc B.'s attorney, Skip Donau, also from 
the public defender's office, is the only a ttorne y 
with a "unique," as h e called it, defense. ./fhaitiS) 
/he is the only one not arguing entrapment as hi s 
principal line of defense, but simply innocence o f 
h is clientA -He's a tough rookie whrTha-; argued 
Mafia cases. 

Also on Foreman's defense team is Sam 
Guiberson, who has sat silently, occasionally 
consulting with Spence, but his time is coming 
soon\He is reputed to be the country's top legal 
mind regarding tape recorded evidence^ 

At the Prosecution table we have... Roslyn 
Moore-Silver, an Assistant US Attorney from 
Phoenix, is the lead attorney for the prosecution. 
A local journalist described her as very methodi- 
cal with an excellent command of the law. She is 
possessed with a strong disdain for those who 
would challenge the dominant paradigm. The 
same journalist said she has demonstrated a will 
to "bust kneecaps" on this cas ertn her opening 
state ment she lashed out with a vengeance at 
Earth First Tf Ecodefense, environmental activism 
and all the defendants in general, but Foreman 
and Davis in particular, and anybody else daring 
to call the earth "Moth er." /'flu i biiiiiwl in 
become acquainted with what she called 
"monkeywrenching language." "Recon," she 
said, is monkeywrencher's language, meaning to 
'inspect, and when those dirty monkeywrenchers 
want to plan their dastardly deeds they used 
more secret language/she actually claimed that a 
.suggestion "to 'take a walk" is 
" mc mkev^encher^T alkJ LShewas so vehem en t 
during her opening statement thp judgp ha THn 
tell her to refrain from pou ndin g nn the. pnrliiim 
as she y elled about terroristsT ~ 

The other 2/3 of the government's pros- 
ecution team are Daniel Fromstein, shipped out 
from Washington, DC, and Richard Simon from 
Phoenix. 

Sitting at the same table exchanging notes 
with the prosecuting attorneys during the pro- 
ceedings are the FBI Bobsey Twins (they actually 
look like brother and sister, but I think it's the 
indoctrination procedure, comrade) Lori Bailey 
and Keith Tolhurst. Bailey is the agent in charge 
on this case. 

The Jury: There are 15 people sitting in the 
jury box, chosen from a pool of 137 potentials. 
Only 5 of the 15 are women, and I would judge 8 
or so to be over 55. There are a few intelligent 
looking faces; by and large they appear southwest 
semi-rural conservative. They said during jury 
selection that they hadn't read about the case 
(since 4 of the 5 defendants are from Prescott, 
that means they don't read the newspaper) and 
that they don't have opinions on nuclear power. 
Peers, did you say? : 

Witnesses: A few of the star witnesses, at the 
time of this writing (3 weeks into the trial): 
During the testimony of John Murray, area 
manager of Snowbowl Ski resort, I learned more 
about how ski chairlifts are made and operate 
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continued from page 5 

than I ever knew or wanted to know. He didn't, 
however, want to talk about Native American 
opposition to the development, located in the 
highest mountains in Arizona, in mountains 
held sacred to indigenous people. 

After a number of media representatives 
testified about letters they had received from 
EMETIC regarding the Snowbowl Development 
and the Canyon Uranium mine, Mark Chalmers 
took the witness seat, and stayed in it for two 
days. Chalmers is a mining engineer for Energy 
Fuels Nuclear and was supervisor of the Canyon 
mine. Although Canyon mine and EFN's Pigeon 
mine are located near the border of Grand Can- 
yon National Park, Chalmers said several times 
he "hates" the terminology "north rim" and 
"south rim," preferring the less offensiye-^south 
of.._UL-When Spencfe asked hinriFfiewas aware' 
/ffiaTthe Havasupai tribe calls the site where the 
mine is located the "belly of the Mother," this / 
spiritually bankrupt jerk replied yes, but "Not all 
I Indians Npmr) it's th°- b elly of the Mother ju st 
V ome^T He also filed suit (at the request-ef-his 
employers, but as an individual) to keep a mining 
initiative off the November '88 ballot^At tbe end 
of his time on t he stand, w hen his log notes from 
1988 wenTbYoug ht into ey idenceT~He~ recanted 
earlier testimony when it was revealed there was 
no refe rencelo Earth First! or F oreman^ asbe had 
^testified- earlier. (He was keeping track of protest 
activities as well as any vehicles or pe ople h ikin g 
in the are a at the request of the FBLpfTCended his 

S thKn'SsTOTlshtfTgTapse of memory! 

iwering, "I don't recall" to 85% on 
s put to him, including a question/ 
of the prosecutors he had metwjm 
e fo re court Lha t~ munilng r~ 

After Chalmers, a parade of FBI witnesses 
took their turns on the witness stand, including 
many from the FBI SWAT team that swooped 
down on Mark, Peg and Marc on May 30 of 1989. 
Several testified that the briefing sessions they 
received vis-a-vis what to expect in the desert that 
night did not include information that none of 
the activists they would arrest had ever been 
associated with weapons, explosives or violence 
of any kind, or even specifically that they would 
not be armed. In fact, one SWAT agent said, 
lacking information to the contrary, he would 
always assume that suspects are "armed and dan- 
gerous." Heap that assumption onto a scenario of 
armed to the teeth, dressed to kill — literally — 
in bullet-proof vests, black cammies, night vision 
goggles, snake leggings ( snake leggings?? ) — 
jacked-up young Rambos lying in the hot desert 
for five hours, and you have a recipe that chills 
the soul. 

After so many truly creepy FBI witnesses, the 
court needed a little comic relief. Enter witness 
Harry Macey. Now let's get this straight. Harry 
and Theresa Macey and Marc and Nicole Baker 
were good friends, hung out, partied together, 
kids played together, etc. The stress of the bust 
and FBI harassment shattered the Bakers' mar- 
riage. Harry & Theresa are on the rocks. Harry 
finds out Theresa is having an affair with Marc. 
The very next day, in a rage, Harry goes to the FBI 
to tell them about a comment he says Marc made 
at a party three months earlier, referring to how. 
heavy an acetylene tank is to carry over San 
Francisco peaks. Later, Harry tries to recant, the 


prosecution subpoenas him. Thanks Harry. You 
can leave now. 

Much physical evidence was then brought 
before the jury: equipment seized from Mark 
Davis' house, mostly tools that most of us have 
on hand, but that could, conceivably, be used to 
cut power poles or to cut guy wires. Then the 
shoe and footprint expert comes on the stand. 
Flown out from Washington, DC, this FBI 
crimelab foot expert testified about footprints 
found vs. shoes found at Mark's house, coming to 
the grand conclusion after hours of testimony 
that one of the shoes might be similar to the 
footprint (as might thousands of other shoes). 

One of the two FBI star spies, on whom the 
government's case hinges, is currently on the 
witness stand. Ron Frazier has been testifying 
regarding tapes gleaned from his "body wire" and 
his phone conversations, in between the actual 
playing of the tapes in the courtroom. There've 
been some interesting things coming up in tes- 
timony, including: 

•Frazier's dark background, which includes 
rumors of child molestation, an incident of 
shooting into a van of people, threats against 
women who spurned his romantic overtures, 
thefts, and rumors of weird goings on with a 
sheep dog (I'm not kidding). 

•Frazier's characterization of Earth First! 
(from the '87 RRR) as an organization full of 
violent arguments and of Dave Foreman as a 
violent person. Of course, he was on four hits of 
LSD at the RRR when he made these observations. 

•Frazier's personal pharmaceutical habits 
included use of a long list of drugs including LSD, 
psilocybin, barbituates, amphetamines, peyote 
and heroin. He said amphetamines put him to 
sleep and never was his judgement, memory or 
perception impaired by his indulgences. 

•Frazier received over $54,000 for his snitch 
work for the FBI. Short hours, good pay, in fact, 
better pay than he'd ever made previously, he 
said. 

•Frazier made advances on his employer, a 
friend of Marc Baker. After she rejected him he 
made threatening phone calls to her residence. 
Baker intervened on her behalf, and the follow- 
ing day Frazier first contacted the FBI to de- 
nounce Baker. 

•It was Frazier who advocated and encour- 
aged the use of explosives to disable power lines. 
Cross examination began July 16. Although he 
claims that he likes being on the stand (as the 
center of attention) he maybe less comfortable in 
the role once five defense attorneys go at him in 
cross examination. 

Due next on the witness stand is FBI agent 
Mike Fain. He will be on hand to lie through his 
teeth, as is his occupation, giving background to 
the tapes tnat will be played for the jury. These 
taped conversations involve all the defendants as 
well as "unindicted co-conspirators" the pros- 
ecution has named, many of them people we 
have known and worked with for years in EF!. 
There are also many other witnesses to be called 
that we haven't been told of yet. The prosecution 
subpoenaed scores. And some day down the line 
this summer the defense will start calling wit- 
nesses. Stay tuned. 


How You Can Help 

This trial of fellow activists needs your attention and support! What You Can Do: 1) Donate 
to the Earth First! Legal Offense Fund, 1385 Iron Springs Rd., Suite 213, Prescott, A Z 86301. 2) 
Encourage publications you read to cover the trial. The eyes of the nation should be focused on this 
event. If you read a publication that is covering it, write to the editor and encourage more discussion 
on the subject. Press packets and regular press releases are available. Call (602) 776-1091. 3) If you 
can give specific help, come to Prescott to support the trial. However, a word to the wise: This is not 
a demo or campaign. It is not a CD trial. This is a conspiracy and monkeywrenching trial carrying 
serious felonies and likewise serious jail terms. The lives of real people are on the line. We don't want 
to pack the courtroom with EF! t-shirts and alienate an already conservative jury which holds the 
fates of our friends in its hands. But there is still much you can do to help and support. If you do 
| come to Prescott, please contact the locals at the media/support number. 
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Dave Foreman 


Mark Davis 
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SPEED THE DAY 

When the cowdung of Texas 

stops degrading itself 

by pretending to be 

the President of the United States 

then my friends 

and only then 

will ten thousand mammal-chewing lice 

from Atlantis 

burst out singing 

the songs of my childhood 

those joyously riotous 

all-for-one-one-for-all 

songs 

overflowing whth uproarious riddles 
in the shape of waterproof sparks 
songs the exiled alchemists sang 
in their invisible garden in Byzantium 
songs sung with a magic touch 
of Buster Keaton's smile 
the good old Hopi way 

Yes it's true 

then and only then 

when the last parking lot in the world 

is overgrown with redwoods 

will my eyes ear nose and throat 

rejoice to hear 

those glorious wonderful 

fresh-gulps-of-mountain-air 

songs 

so delicious 
so frantic 

so resonant with old maps of Peru 
that sperm-whales sing them round the clock 
every First of May 
and Forty-Third of June 

Yes I’ll say it again and again 
When the Baltimore orioles decide 
to fly back to Baltimore 
when Liberty refuses 
once and for all 

to be a statue of Hitler's mother 
when god money government fatherland 
war profits police suburb jail clearcut 
pesticide steel-jawed trap 
and all the other ugliest words in all languages 
are obsolete at last 
then and only then I say 
will we all dance 
for the first time 
with true abandon 
those delightfully splendorous 
nothing-can-stop- us-now 
dances 

Yes for the first time 
dances around the campfire 
around the world 
dances that are the very opposite 
of disposable chopsticks 
dances steeped in the moral argument against 
Calvinism 

dances richly underlined 

in red pepper and black 

dances ripe with all the things 

Mary Wollstonecraft dreamed of by day 

dances impervious to rust 

dances older than hiccups 

yet forever breathlessly new 

dances full of nutmeg 

and nightshade 

and the wild secrets 

of Antarctica 


Franklin Rosemont 



Arizona Trial 

continued from page 5 

terrorists, but to "send a message" — the FBI some- 
how justified a massive multi-million dollar bud- 
get and extensive wiretaps. (Wiretaps, under the 
law, are to be used only as a last resort, when all 
other investigative procedures have been ex- 
hausted.) If its aim was to prevent property 
damage, as it stated in court, or to bust small time 
monkeywrenchers, it had all it needed through 
its information bought from Fain and Frazier. 
But in order to "pop" Foreman, in order to fab- 
ricate a conspiracy case, it needed to manufacture 
conversations which it could then chop and edit 
for the jury. 

In fact, insofar as prevention of property 
damage is concerned, it failed miserably. When 
Energy Fuels Nuclear Canyon mine supervisor 
was on the witness stand, it was revealed that the 
FBI not only knew about the plan to damage the 
power line poles before it happened, it had first 
met with EFN months earlier, telling them to beef 
up their security and asked them to report names 
and license numbers of people spotted in , the 
area. So though it had set up regular communi- 
cations with EFN, the FBI did nothing to warn 
them ofjmpending damage to its mine. 

<t5ther criminal activity ignored, encouraged 
or perpetrated by government agents surfaced in 
the first few days of testimony , including a tre e 
tkingdone by Fain, a theft and a purchased 
^xplosivesAall carried out to convince t he 
* res cut r ec o- warriors of the under cover agents' 
^ sinceritv7\ 

These are not new tactics for the FBI, but that 
these tactics are being used against the environ- 


mental movement ushers in a new era. That the 
FBI employed horrendously dirty tactics against 
the Black Panther Party in the late 60s, the Ameri- 
can Indian Movement (AIM) in the mid- 70s is 
now, at least in part, well documented. Through 
legal proceedings and Freedom of Information 
Act documents, covert and disruptive activity 
against the Puerto Rican Independence Move- 
ment, CISPES (Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador), the Sanctuary movement 
in the southwest, the anti-apartheid movement, 
as well as other progressive groups has been 
revealed. Tactics include false stories planted in 
the media, framing of activists on bogus charges, 
physical assaults, phony personal correspon- 
dence, rumor mongering within groups, intimi- 
dation through conspicuous surveillance, ha- 
rassing phone calls, and the use of agents pro- 
vocateur. And at least in the cases of the Black 
Panthers, AIM and the Puerto Rican movement, 
it has meant the use of deadly force. 

The worst of the violence against the envi- 
' ronmental movement in recent times was the car 

J bomb attack on California activists Judi Bari an 
Darryl Cherney in May of 1990. Jftis t a t e 
m o iUhs "ggo. the home ot Greenpeace t oxics 
activist Pat Costner w a s burned to the ground i: 
k Ar kansashia suspici ousar^ hlitack.TJoonehas 
proven government involvement in these at- 
tacks, but it's difficult to rule it out. 

No matter what the complicity of the gov- 
ernment, FBI or other police agencies turns out to 
be, one thing is clear: T he Dark Ag es of domestic 
spying and covert disruption of political dissi- 



efct\vLa / fl^ 

/ . ,/)^A pIK) \/o c 


dent groups has not mded in this countr^V w^ 
can only assume that the environmental niove- 
ment has become a target because we reached the 
critical mass point in terms of public education ! 
and because the movement has (finally) reached 
the point that we are being effective in terms of 
advocating systemic change. That’ of course, 
means challenging the status quo; the status quo 
equals the military industrial corporate structure* 
We're not winning the war against the earthy 
destroyers yet, mind you, but we are becoming ar 
effective force in disrupting the resource 
. trading activities of the corporate greedheads 
There is really no alternative for dedicated 
environmental activists other than to keep on 
with campaigns that confront the destroyers and 
poisoners of the earth. But in addition, activists 
need to watch their backs, check ui; 
and choose their friends carefully. jWe also r. eedl j 
)fn make sure we support our fell ow~activists. , 

Twe need t n watrh tliic trial i n Arizona very care -^ 
/fullvi This trial affects us a// because its outcome 
wm affect the FBI's larger agenda, Earth First! 's 
larger agenda, and a determination of how far 
citizens will allow their government to go in 
repressing dissident activity. This trial goes far 
beyond Earth First!, even far beyond 
monkeywrenching and/or activism, beyond into 
the murky realm of covert and overt government 
attempts to keep the power in the hands that 
currently hold it, using whatever means neces- 
sary to keep that grip. But we do have creativity, 
spirit and Mother Earth on our side. 
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Texas EF! Goes Golfing! 

By Christi Stevens 


How could we stay away? A 
nationally televised golf tourna- 
ment attended by over 200,000 
fans, to take place at one of the 
biggest insults to our sacred Barton 
Creek. We just had to create a bit of 
a stir. 

Barton Creek and Barton 
Springs are the water and wilder- 
ness totems of Austin, Texas. Al- 
though violated in places by devel- 
opment, thousands of wild acres on 
Barton Creek provide habitat for 
the golden-cheeked warblers, black- 
capped vireos, seven cave bugs, and 
the bracted twist-flower. And 
Barton Springs, the best swimming 
hole in Texas, is the only home of 
the Barton Springs salamander, as 
yet undescribed to science. Lastly, 
the springs are a large source of the 
water that comes out of central and 
east Austinites' kitchen taps. 

The problem is that boneheads 
like Jim Bob Moffet and Robert 
De[a]dman "own" thousands of 
acres on Barton Creek (Barton Creek 
PUD) and propose to develop it, 
destroying up to 900 acres of war- 
bler habitat and further degrading 
the Creek's water quality, and ru- 
ining the wild aspect of 4000 acres. 

The golf courses are critical to 
this plan. Because of the remote- 
ness from city services, sewage dis- 
posal for the PUD would present a 
problem. Golf courses provide a 
cheap "solution," because they 
need to be watered and fertilized. So 
why not just flush out all those 
toilets onto the golf courses? 

This "fertilization" technique 
is already employed on three golf 
courses in the Barton Creek PUD 
area, using sewage from two nearby 


to each other, "Dear, wouldn't this 
be a lovely place to retire? Look at 
those lovely hills, those decadent 
estate houses, those lush golf 
greens, the angry hippies with 
signs. . . hippies with signs ? Oh, Dear, 
maybe we should look at Cape Cod 
after all...." 


We gave them fair warning. 
We asked Liberty Mutual to relocate 
the tournament, and we will ask 
them again next year. We really 
weren't that nasty. I don't see why 
all those nice white people 
wouldn't take our educational pro- 
paganda (see sidebar reprint from 
Golf Digest, "Golfers: Don't Lick 
Your Balls"). So we just had to read 
it to them (during a particularly 
tense putt). And our airplane buzz- 
ing over, pulling a sign reading, 
"Save Barton Creek" probably 
didn't cause too many strokes. 

We almost made it out with no 


Affluent," or more to the point, 
"Golf Sux" ) as ten jillion cars and 
charter buses pulled out of the 
country club. I estimate that I per- 
sonally received at least 2000 ex- 
tended middle digits. But then Chi 
Chi pulled out, rolled down his win- 
dow, and yelled, "I'm with you 


guys. Save Barton Creek!" 

Barton Creek is not the only 
ecosystem threatened by golf. Golf 
courses have polluted many water 
supplies and squandered others. 
Golf course pesticides have killed 
birds and possibly killed a man (see 
Golf Digest, May '91). Although I 
have no estimate for the amount of 
wildlife habitat being destroyed for 
golf courses, the National Golf Fed- 
eration estimates that in order to 
satisfy the demand for golf, one 18- 
hole course would have to be 
opened each day from now until the 
end of the century. Although 


GOLFERS: DON'T LICK YOUR 
BALLS 

Wear long pants and socks. Use a 
tee to pick pesticide-coated grass 
and mud from your spikes; don't 
pull it out with your fingers. 

Keep ball contact with your skin to 
a minimum. Handle the ball with 
your gloved hand whenever pos- 
sible. Never lick your ball to clean it. 

Ask your course superintendent to 
post information near the first tee 
on days when chemicals have been 
applied. 

Avoid rubbing the sensitive skin on 
your face and neck while you are 
playing. 

Use waterproof golf shoes, espe- 
cially if you play in early-morning 
dew. Golf shoes are notorious for 
soaking up the dew, which can 
carry pesticide residue. 

Wash your hands after playing. 

— reprinted (under a different title!) 
from Golf Digest, May, 1991. 


golfers love golf as a relaxing, out- 
door nature experience, golf 
courses are not remotely natural. 
Rather, they are a sick expression of 
humans' obsession to control na- 
ture. Be ready, ecowarriors, to fight 
destruction of wildlands for what- 
ever reason, and to teach others to 
love the wildlands as they are. 



Angry hippies with signs 



Austin EFler presents evidence of golf course pollution at an Austin City Council meeting 


developments, and it is already ob- 
vious that Barton Creek is suffering 
from nutrient overload. Several 
swimming holes downstream from 
the courses have become too "icky" 
to swim in. And Barton Springs, ten 
miles downstream, is also green 
from algal overgrowth. 

For the past two years, the an- 
nual Liberty Mutual Legends of 
Golf Tournament has been held on 
the Barton Creek Country Club golf 
course, serving as a nationally tele- 
vised advertisement for develop- 
ment of the PUD. You can hear 
those aging baby boomers crooning 
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arrests. But having paid his $ 7 entry 
fee, Eric Sampson approached Chi 
Chi Rodriguez and asked him, "Mr. 
Rodriguez, do you realize this golf 
course is polluting Barton Creek?" 
Immediately two security officials 
were dragging him away. It was 
almost as if they were ready for 
this.... Chi Chi was heard to say, 
"Wait, he can say whatever he 
wants!" but Eric still had to spend 
the afternoon in jail. 

After the tournament, we 
waved and held our signs ("The 
Warblers Were Here First," "I Don't 
Want To Swim in the Effluent of the 


Ecotopia Summer 

ByJudi Bari 

Redwood Action Week was extended into two weeks. Actions in- 
cluded 40 people hiking 10 miles into Pacific Lumber /Maxxam property 
around Headwaters Forest and getting punched by loggers, a musical 
Pinto blockade of a baby tree logging site on the Noyo River in Mendocino 
County, and wild mud women running through the state capitol build- 
ing while EFiers dangled from the dome with a "Save Headwaters" 
banner. Others chained themselves to a statue and the governor's door. 
As I write this, the actions are still going on, and we've been too busy out 
in the woods to write it all up yet. We'll have to save the details for the 
next issue of Earth First!. 

Saturday and Sunday, August 1 7-18, will be the Ecotopia Bike Ride in 
Willits. The first day will be an easy 10-mile downhill ride through the 
famous Earth First! Ecotrans corridor of old growth redwood and dead- 
wood on Hwy. 20. All forms of transportation other than infernal 
combustion engines are encouraged. Close Hwy. 20 to cars and trucks 
forever! The second day is Mendocino County's "Le Tour De Clearcut," 
a 30-mile mountain bike tour of Sherwood road, where you can see 
spectacular views of miles and miles of redwood clearcuts. 


Base camp will be set up for the weekend bike ride and the following 
week (Aug 1 6-24), so we can do more actions in the redwoods. If you want 
to join us, call (70 7) 468-1660 for information. 





Scenes From The Revolution 


ByJudi Bari 

The original plan for Ecotopia 
Summer was to concentrate our ac- 
tions into a few pre-set weeks of 
protest. That way we wouldn't have 
to run base camps all summer, and 
we would have a chance to recover 
from one action before the next got 
started. Our slogan this year is "ac- 
tivists are not renewable resources." 
But the best laid plans don't always 
work out, and when the trees 
started falling, we got out butts 
there whether we were ready or not. 

Things began just before Me- 


morial Day, when we got a mid- 
night call from a sympathetic 
Caltrans employee. Caltrans is the 
California state highway agency 
who's function it is to pave every 
inch of the state so that we can get 
from Hell to Damnation faster. The 
local EF! action group that faces off 
with Caltrans is referred to as 
"Ecotrans." The Caltrans employee 
who called us said they were going 
to cut five old growth redwoods on 
Hwy. 20 the next morning. We're 
so close to the end of the forest in 
Mendocino County that we're de- 
fending the old growth tree by tree, 
and these were the same five trees 
that Earth First! Ecotrans had saved 
from the chainsaw last Fall. They 
are also part of a much larger 
Caltrans plan to widen Hwy. 20 and 
take out the entire corridor. 

By the time the tree-falling 
crew got out on the road the next 
morning, six EFIers were already 
there. They climbed one tree and 
hugged the others, while the fallers 
moved in as quickly as they could. 
Anna Marie Stenberg jumped in 
front of a logger who was trying to 
girdle a tree with his ax. When he 
continued chopping around her, 
endangering her life, Anna Marie 
grabbed his ax and threw it down a 
ravine. Now, someday, when 
people finally realize how precious 
these last few old growth trees are, 
Anna Marie will be remembered as a 
folk hero. But the stunned logger 
just exclaimed, "Hey, that's a $35 
ax!" and punched her. By 10 AM 
about 15 people had arrived. 
Mendo Sheriff Berle Murray — one 
of the two deputies who responded 
to the death threats against me last 
year by saying, "if you turn up dead, 


then we'll investigate" — showed 
up and began arresting the tree 
huggers, who by now were standing 
in front of moving chainsaws to 
stop the cutting. When they put up 
passive resistance, Berle quickly 
deputized a Caltrans employee to 
help haul the EFIers off the tree. 

In spite of the impropriety of 
deputizing hostile partisans to help 
arrest EFIers, no disasters ensued 
(this time). They handcuffed four 
EFiers and got them away from the 
trees. Then an amazing thing hap- 
pened. Berle Murray came 
up to Anna Marie and 
asked her if she wanted to 
make a citizen's arrest of 
the logger who punched 
her. That's the first time in 
the history of the timber 
wars in Mendo Co. that 
they've let us arrest one of 
them, no matter what had 
been done to us. Anna 
Marie said sure, and, with 
her hands still handcuffed 
behind her back, turned to 
the logger and said 
"You're under arrest." 

Despite the drama, 
four of the trees went 
down that day. Biocentric 
I attorney Rod Jones re- 
Jsponded by filing a law- 
gsuit against Caltrans for 
? wrongful death, in the 
| name of Dead Redwood 
#1, Dead Redwood #2, 
Dead Redwood #3, and 
Dead Redwood #4. And, for the 
weekend tourist traffic, EF! Ecotrans 
came back at night and poured red 
paint over the stumps, with signs 
sticking up saying "Redwood Mur- 
der." When Caltrans tore down the 
signs, EF! came back and hung a 
banner across the highway saying 
"Stop Caltrans Redwood Murder — 
Ecotopia Earth First! Ecotrans." 
That sign stayed up for the rest of 
the holiday weekend. 

But Tuesday morning Caltrans 
was there to take down the banner. 
Only, Ecotrans was there first. They 
raced each other to the trees, and 
while the Caltrans climber was put- 
ting on his spurs, Naomi (a grand- 
mother of two) free-climbed ahead 
of him. "It felt like 'Jack and the 
Beanstalk,' with these hairy arms 
coming up behind me," she said. 
Naomi got to the banner first and 
untied the guy line so that Dave, 
who was up the tree on the other 
side, could reel in the banner. 

Meanwhile, a Caltrans climber 
was going up Dave's tree. And just 
when he got up and tried to grab the 
banner, Dave tossed it down to an- 
other protester on the ground, also 
named Dave (as are all Ecotrans 
men). Berle Murray was also at the 
base of the tree. When he saw Dave 
catch the banner, some ancient re- 
flex from high school snapped in, 
and without giving an order to stop, 
he tackled Dave. California High- 
way Patrol officer Fred Shearer piled 
on too, and Dave went down, break- 
ing his front tooth. Murray 
wrapped construction twine 
around Dave's wrists and used pain 
compliance holds to jerk his hands 
behind him and handcuff him. 

So, having totally blown the 


arrest, Berle Murray did what all 
police departments do in this situa- 
tion — he charged Dave Mullin 
with assaulting an officer. They 
hauled him down to Ukiah and 
booked him on this totally bogus 
charge, and, as far as we can tell, 
they actually intend to prosecute. 

We didn't have much time to 
ponder this problem, though, be- 
fore the next action came up. EF! 
got a call from Anderson Valley, 
where people have been battling in 
the courts with local gyppo logger 
Charlie Hiatt over his cutting of 
baby trees. A temporary restraining 
order (TRO) was supposed to come 
through on Monday, so Hiatt had 
hired 20 fallers to take down all the 
trees over the weekend, before the 
court could act. EF! responded like 
the Volunteer Fire Department, 
with a crew going out and Robert 
and Brian krypto-locking them- 
selves to a cattle grate in the road, 
shutting down the cut for the day. 

At one point, while the EFiers 
were locked down to the cattle 
grate, a retired logger in his 70s 
passed on his way to church and 
decided to run over some hippies 
with his pickup truck. People 
pleaded with him to stop, telling 
him that the protesters were locked 
down and couldn't move out of the 
way. Two EFiers stood in front of 
the truck to stop it, and they were 
both pushed down under the grill. 


The truck was finally stopped, 
inches from the legs of the people 
locked down in the road, when a 
county sheriff jumped in and re- 
moved the keys. The man and his 
wife both ranted to the EFiers that 
"people like you" should be killed. 

There's no question about it: 
the sheriff saved our people's asses. 
But then they let the guy go without 
arresting him! Not only had he just 
assaulted us, he continued to 
threaten us in the presence of the 
Mendo Sheriffs. They say they have 
filed an incident report, and he may 
be prosecuted. But compare his 
treatment to that of Dave Mullin, 
who broke no laws and was non- 
violent. The Sheriffs sure didn't 
tackle the old man in Boonville or 
use compliance holds to restrain 
him. They said they would only 
arrest him if the EFiers made a 
citizen's arrest, then they pro- 
ceeded to arrest the EFiers without 
forcing Hiatt to make a citizen's 
arrest. Why couldn't they arrest a 
man who had just committed a 
violent crime in their presence? 

But hey, nobody ever said law 
enforcement was fair or logical. We 
need equal protection under the 
law in this highly volatile struggle. 
We're not going away and we're not 
going to let the trees go down. And 
we're not going to tolerate violence 
against us or unfair treatment from 
the sheriff's department. 


See p.35 for update on planned Interna- 
tional Day of Outrage against MAXXAM. 
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Dave Mullin assaulting two policemen from the prone 
position beneath his victims 





Welcome to Wally World 

By Michael Lewis 

Alaska is now during calving periods is essential for the contin- the project is proposed to be shipped to the 

into its fourth month ued success of the herd. Calving times coincide Orient in huge pressurized tankers on the same 

of Wally World and with peak mosquito season in the North, and route almost taken by the Exxon Valdez. So 

the administration of access to cool off-shore breezes relieves the cari- much for making the United States independent 

Governor Wally Hickel is dissolving into a tepid bou from harassment by the tiny blood-suckers. of foreign oil. The processing facility is planned 

puddle of mistakes, deceits, closed-door deals When such relief is not available, caribou pound to be constructed in Port Valdez, right next door 

and public lies. It seems that rather than over- up and do not rest or eat well, resulting in to the Alyeska Marine Terminal facility, adding 

whelming the opposition with dazzling states- increased calf mortality. its hydrocarbons to the already thick brew in the 

manship, Hickelets are attempting to baffle the To underscore the problem, biologists have air and waters of Prince William Sound. 

Alaskan public with steaming mounds of noted an alarming decrease in successful calving But, alas, companies designing the project 

bullshit. And succeeding quite well. in the declining Central caribou herd that calves for the Governor, including Bechtel (remember 

Unfortunately, behind its obfuscating fa- near the Kuparik oil field at Prudhoe Bay. Ken the T-shirt?), have decided that the Koreans 

cade of ineptitude, Wally's Gang of Old White Whitten, a state wildlife biologist who has aren't ready for Wally's gas. YP officials claim 

Men is promoting a massive program of oil, worked with North Slope caribou for more than they need promises to buy 7 million tons of 

timber and mining development in Alaska with ten years, said the Kuparik oil field may have natural gas per year to make the project feasible 
only cosmetic regard for environmental consid- grown large enough to block movement within for construction and up to 15 million tons per 

erations. Mega-projects abound, such as the the herd's summer range. It's pretty clear that year once the valve is opened. The Koreans only 

ludicrous proposal to build a water pipeline from calf production in the Central Arctic herd will be need 2 million tons per year and Japan is thinking 

Southeast Alaska to California. Wally has pro- pretty low. There is some indication that those about it. So construction has been put on the 

claimed Alaska "The Owner State," the nation's close to the Kuparik oil field are doing worse, but back burner for at least three or four years. Wally 

(geographically) largest corporation, thus finally then again, this year, nobody did very well up will just have to sit on his blind trust for a while, 

acknowledging the death of "The Last Frontier." there. Whitten indicated that calving rates have Wally is really up on current affairs, and a 

As always, our supposed representatives to dropped from a high of 80 calves per 100 cows ten great visionary such as he is always ready to hatch 

the Great National Asylum for the Helpless in years ago, to the current 50 calves per 100 cows. an audacious plan to benefit the shareholders of 

Washington, DC, continue to work as the paid "And that's real bad," he said. In 1983, the the Owner State (that's All Alaskans except me 

minions of the oil, timber and mining industries. Central Arctic caribou herd numbered 13,000. and 49% of the State). After hearing of the 

A review of the voting records of Don Young Whitten and other biologists will be surveying continuing drought ravaging the lawns and 

(Congressman for All Alaskans, except me and the herd this summer to determine this year's swimming pools of California and a trip to rainy 

49% of the state), Ted (Born to Kill for Oil) population level. Southeast Alaska, Wally put 2 and 2 together and 

Stevens and Frank (Murky) Murkowski, show an Meanwhile, Alaska's delegation (such as it came up with, well, 3 and 1/2. Governor Wally 

unwavering dedication to vote against any and is) to Washington continues to insist on develop- J. Hickel, CEO and chief visionary of The Owner 

all positive social and environmental legislation. ment of the Arctic Coastal Plain for their friends State, all by himself, has hatched a plan called 

Thousands of dollars of campaign support have in the Oil Busyness. Good OT Ted, the Federal "The Alaska-Califomia Sub-Oceanic Fresh Water 

far more influence than measly constituents' Legislator who receives the greatest amount of Transport System." See, all you do is take a big 

votes. campaign funding from the oil industry, insists hose, and you put one end in Southeast Alaska 

Despite advances in public environmental that punching the caribou calving grounds full of and you run the other end under the ocean to 

consciousness in the United States, Alaska re- holes is necessary to safeguard national security. California and you just turn on the spigot and 

mains one the last strongholds of rape-and-run Support is growing among the 49% of the state hold out your hand for the pay-off! Wow! What 

development. Since oil prices are down and costs that doesn't wear ties for a moratorium on a deal! And it's just water, so there's no environ- 

ofBMWs and power ties are at an all-time high in drilling in ANWR, and its declaration as a wil- mental problems, right? And Alaska's got more 

Anchorage and Juneau, Hickelettes are scram- derness area. As the last section of undeveloped water than it needs! Look, it just runs off there 

bling to encourage development in Alaska to arctic coast in Alaska, the Arctic National Wildlife into the ocean. Wow! 

replenish the dwindling cornucopia. The Refuge is too unique to sacrifice to the god of Big To help those of us who are visionary-im- 

bumper stickers no longer promise we won't piss Oil. paired, Wally commissioned a poster showing 

it all away this time; just give us the boom, then The search for the new boom continues as the project in all its exciting detail. The poster 

we'll discuss how to spend it. 'Twas ever thus. Wally seeks to mollify the masses with a continu- was paid for by, and will be sold by, the Republi- 

Pro-development forces in Alaska were ing flow of slimy profits and limitless Permanent can Party, which is strange because Wally's not a 

heartened by the May 23 vote of the Senate Fund Dividend checks. In an amazing display of Republican, since he switched to the Indepen- 

Energy and Natural Resources Committee to call sleight-of-mouth, Wally has sidestepped criti- dence Party to get elected Governor so he could 

for the opening of the Arctic National Wildlife cism by ungrateful muckraking journalists who come up with this wonderful plan. Anyway, 

Refuge Arctic Coastal Plain to oil drilling and point out that he stands to gain obscene profits Wally says it's a good idea, and he should know 

development. Despite continuing evidence of oil from his shares of Yukon Pacific. YP is attempting 'cause he's got the water guys from California 

company lies, deceit and illegal practices, greed to build a natural gas pipeline from Prudhoe Bay coming up here to talk to him about it and they're 

still is the dominant energy source in much of to Valdez (now Alaska will have two sphincters!). real thirsty. 

Alaska. Lead by Murkowski, Wally's 40 million Wally founded the company in 1982, and after As if a water pipeline to California wasn't 

dollar lobbying effort is paying off. his controversial election as Governor of the enough, now Wally wants to send Midnight Sun- 

But through the din of clinking champaign "Owner State," placed his 12 percent interest in generated electricity to California as well! The 

glasses and hearty back slaps, a tiny moo of the company in a "blind trust." If the pipeline is latest scheme concocted by our Chief Visionary is 

protest is being heard from the residents of the completed, Wally will stand to make at least $10 to build a hydroelectric project, well, yeah, a lot 

Arctic Coastal Plain. During the brief summer of million dollars on a deal actively 



the Alaskan Arctic, thousands of caribou return 
to the Arctic Coastal Plain to calve and fatten up 
for fall migration to southern feeding grounds. 
Two main herds make the yearly trek, the 
180,000 animals in the Porcupine caribou herd 
and the 15,000 members of the Central Arctic 
caribou herd. Both herds have been held up by 
oil company apologists as examples of how oil 
development and wildlife can coexist. 

This year's migration has led to concerns on 
the part of state and federal wildlife biologists 
over the continued well-being of these residents 
of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. Al- 
though the Porcupine herd appears healthy and 
growing at a steady rate of 5 percent per year, 
this year's calving took place almost entirely 
within the so-called R1002 area, that part of the 
Arctic Coastal Plain which has been proposed as 
the most likely site for oil development if the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is opened to 
drilling. 

It seems the ignorant ungulates haven't 
read Wally's reassurances to development inter- 
ests that the "core calving area" proposed by 
wildlife biologists is a scientific fiction, and 
dropped their calves there anyway. Biologists 
who have studied the Porcupine herd have 



noted that access to the Arctic Coastal Plain 
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like James Bay, and hook it up to a satellite dish 
and shoot the electricity to California via satel- 
lite! Not only that, then we'd have another big 
lake for all our tourists to play on! As the Big Guy 
says, "Big projects define civilization. So why 
war? Why not big projects?" 

Governor Hickel recently assured the min- 
ing industry that the Gang of Old White Men 
supports expanded mining in Alaska, and indus- 
try officials should not be intimidated by oppo- 
sition from environmentalists. At a grand whine- 
and-dine bash put on by Echo Bay Alaska, Inc., a 
Canadian company seeking to re-open the A-J 
gold mine in Juneau, Wally gave his standard 
pro-development speech. "Our message to the 
mining industry is that, yes, you're welcome," 
said the head OWM. "We know that you've 
already committed yourself to doing it right." 
Wally failed to define what "it" was. He never- 
theless received his usual disgust- 
ing standing ovation. 

The A-J mine bid is one 
among many proposed mining 
projects that will adversely affect 
the environment of the state, in- 
cluding the Windy Craggy mine 
just over the Canadian border. 

Letters of concern sent to Wally 
about mining in the state are re- 
ferred to the Department of 
Natural Resources where a low- 
level flack drafts a limpid re- 
sponse with such phrases as "The 
Commissioner [Harold Heinze, 
past President of ARCO-Alaska] 
considers the environmental in- 
tegrity of the mine his personal 
responsibility. If the project goes 
ahead, it will be with the assur- 
ance that technical questions 
have been answered to his satis- 
faction." They don't even bother 
to lie anymore. They just tell us, 

"Buzz off, little people. We are in 
control." 

The state's Department of 
Environmental Consternation is no help in over- 
seeing the mining industry's destructive activi- 
ties. DEC Commissioner John Sandor was a 
member of the board of directors for Alaska Dano 
Mines Co., a major development corporation in 
Alaska. DEC has always had one hand tied 
behind its back by the Alaska legislature, the 
finest state legislature money can buy. Now with 
a company puppet at the head of the table, little 
can be expected from this regulatory agency. 

Expansion of the mining industry in Alaska 
threatens to expose more areas of land in the 
Interior and coastal waters in Southeast Alaska to 
toxic runoff and inundation under millions of 
tons of waste rock. The Greens Creek silver mine, 
permitted by the US Forest Circus on Admiralty 
Island near Juneau, has been discovered to have 
four times more ore than originally thought. 
Expanded development of this mine would 
mean four times more waste rock to be disposed 
of in a yet to be determined location. In Alaska, 
the Forest Service is a multiple-use agency, mean- 
ing they bend over for mining interests as well as 
the timber industry. 

Hearings in Alaska for proposed changes in 
the 1872 Mining Act brought out a herd of 
hirsute hardrockers, eager to preserve their fa- 
vored access to public lands. Since 99.44% of 
mining claims on Federal lands are in Alaska, 
those who have taken advantage of the outdated 
law to rape and pillage for their own profit were 
understandably upset with this legislative at- 
tempt to kill their golden goose. Interest was 
particularly intense in the Fairbanks area, where 
mining influence has held great economic sway 
for many years. Despite arsenic leaking from 
unlined settlement ponds into the Fairbanks 
water supply, miners have traditionally been 
unopposed in this area of historic placer gold 
mining. Abandoned gold dredges are promoted 
as historic sites in a lunar landscape devastated by 
mile-long gouges and windrows of toxic tailings. 
Poor little miners whined to the visiting Burrow 
of Land Mismanagement officials that proposed 
changes in the ancient Mining Act would cause 
the end of family-owned mines in Alaska. And 
about time, too. 

The truth, of course, is that easy access to 


public lands through bogus or marginal mineral 
claims has paved the way to continuing develop- 
ment of this interior region of thin soils and 
easily disrupted environment. The insult of de- 
velopment and mining activity around Fairbanks 
will take centuries to heal, long after greedy 
humans have spent their measly profits. As with 
almost all Alaska economic activities, greed has 
far greater influence than environmental aware- 
ness. 

Oil is still king in Alaska, despite the fact that 
one King salmon is still worth more than a barrel 
of North Slope crude. Exxon and the state's 
tourism hacks are busy trying to make everyone 
believe the Exxon Valdez oil spill is over and done 
with and Prince William Sound is all better now. 
Despite their assurances, crews have been at work 
on the beaches since May cleaning up oil still on 
the rocks two years after Exxon killed the waters 


of the Sound. Several once-teeming bird nesting 
areas are barren, numbers of sea otters, sea lions, 
harbor seals and orcas are down drastically over 
the last two years, but Exxon's official liars still 
tell us the Sound has recovered and wildlife is 
back to normal. Federal On-Scene Coordinator 
for the oil spill clean-up, Admiral David 
Ciancaglini, has taken Exxon officials to task for 
"over-optimising" their characterization of 
clean-up activities in this year's efforts. 

Meanwhile, attempts by Wally and the 
Gang of Old White Men to enter into a 2-billion 
dollar back-room deal with Exxon over settle- 
ment for damages have failed to pass legislative 
scrutiny. The state body refused to sign off on 
Wally's deal with Exxon's chairman Lawrence 
Rawl in a dispute over a proposed lock-out of 
Alaska native claims for damages. In a last 
minute attack of weeniness, state legislators 
asked the Governor to approach the Big E for 
another try at a deal. This time Wally won't 
submit the outcome for the lawmakers' approval, 
or for public input. Such negotiations are too 
important for participation by us mere mortals. 

Rights to drill for oil in the Beaufort and 
Chukchi Seas are up for lease in June and August 
this summer, but an obscure Native organization 
may have found a way to put the kaibosh on this 
sweet deal, or, at the least, introduce Native 
concerns into the bargaining process. The Alaska 
Coastal Policy Council is a Native community- 
based organization formed by Congress fourteen 
years ago to give residents of coastal areas the 
power to determine what activities take place in 
their own regions. Despite attempts by the state 
legislature to gut the council of its powers, the 
CPC still has the authority to tell the State of 
Alaska to hold off on conducting oil lease sales in 
Alaskan coastal waters until it is satisfied that 
Native subsistence and environmental concerns 
have been met. 

Chief concern of Alaskan Natives living on 
the coast of the Chukchi and Beaufort Seas is the 
effect off-shore drilling will have on the migra- 
tion patterns of whales and other sea mammals of 
the area, on which the Natives depend for the 
their traditional physical and spiritual lifestyle. 
They are also joined by other environmental 


organizations in their concern for the effects of 
the inevitable oil spills on the pack ice of these 
constantly frozen regions. Oil spilled on or under 
the constantly shifting ice would be impossible 
to recover and would remain in the environment 
for decades, causing untold damage to the fragile 
life cycle of the Arctic. Whether or not the CPC 
can stop the proposed leases, its attempts will 
undoubtedly cool the fervor of the oil companies 
to put up megabucks for access to these areas that 
they may be unable to develop, due to rising 
environmental and cultural concerns. 

Despite scrutiny created by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill, Exxon and the other members of 
the consortium operating the Trans-Alaska Pipe- 
line System continue to violate national and 
international laws concerning handling of oil 
and toxic wastes. Exxon and British Petroleum 
were recently caught unloading toxic wastes into 
the Ballast Wastewater Treat- 
ment Facility at the Alyeska Ma- 
rine Terminal at the sphincter of 
the pipeline in Valdez. A recent 
dump of ballast water killed off 
the oil-eating bacteria in the 
treatment facility, causing un- 
processed hydrocarbons to be 
dumped into the waters of Port 
Valdez and Prince William 
Sound. 

An Alaska state legislator, 
Senator Kurt Menard, has 
blasted Alyeska and the oil com- 
panies for using deceptive, ille- 
gal practices for handling toxic 
wastes aboard north-bound 
tankers docking at the Alyeska 
terminal. Subsequent investiga- 
tion has revealed that oil compa- 
nies routinely load tanker 
washings containing toxic sol- 
vents on north bound tankers, 
and even transfer toxic materials 
at sea before reaching Alaska. 
Recent searches of oil company 
records have revealed that ARCO 
has participated in transporting toxic materials 
to Alaska and has dumped toxic wastes into the 
Gulf of Alaska off Yakutat before reaching Alas- 
kan waters. Recent massive die-offs of sea birds 
and marine mammals in the Yakutat area are 
suspected of having resulted from oil company 
dumping of toxic materials. ARCO has recently 
flooded Alaska with ads proclaiming ARCO to be 
the purveyor of "Environmentally Conscious 
Energy." Whatever that means to ARCO, it's 
another case of oil industry lies attempting to 
divert our attention while they destroy our envi- 
ronment to line their own pockets. When asked 
about the on-going investigation, a state official 
replied, "Figure it out. Toxic wastes cost $400 per 
barrel to dispose of legally. How much profit does 
a barrel of oil bring in?" Efforts are being made by 
Alaska state officials to document the practice of 
toxic waste dumping by oil companies, but their 
efforts are hampered by oil industry domination 
of regulatory agencies in the state, as well as the 
huge expanse of ocean traversed by oil tankers on 
their way to Alaskan waters. 

A new concern of oil industry watchdogs in 
Alaska has raised an even uglier head than toxic 
dumping. Prompted by investigations in the oil 
industry outside of Alaska, state officials have 
recently become concerned over residual radio- 
activity in oilfield pipes found across the state ir 
sites ranging from oil pipe stack yards tc 
children's playgrounds, where old oil pipe has 
been used to build play equipment. Radiation 
has been found in several sites, though, of course, 
experts are at odds as to the significance of the 
levels discovered. But since little is known about 
the effects of exposure to low level radiation, 
state officials are operating on the assumption 
that too much caution is better than too little. 

Besides radioactivity remaining in used 
pipe, sites at Prudhoe Bay on the North Slope 
have been found to be contaminated by radioac- 
tive tracing materials abandoned in buildings 
and buried close to the surface. The oil compa- 
nies' assertions that Prudhoe Bay is a model of 
state-of-the-art environmental technology 
makes the whole situation even scarier than 
before. 

And the World of Wally continues.... 
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Urgent!: Senate 
Energy Sellout 



By The Alaska Coalition 

Write or call your senators immediately! NO 
on S 1 220, YES on S 279. S 1220 - THE JOHNSTON/ 
WALLOP NATIONAL ENERGY SECURITY ACT: 
You may have read a while back that Bush's awful 
National Energy Strategy was expected to be dead 
on arrival when it hit Congress. Tragically, it's 
alive and kicking, embodied within S 1220 (for- 
merly S 341). The Senate has not assigned a date 
to the bill yet, but the Democratic leadership 
wants to get this bill to the floor before August. At 
present, the Senate is backed up, so you have time 
to call your Senators before this abomination 
comes to the Senate floor. The bill excludes the 
public from nuclear licensing decisions, opens up 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil 
development, limits environmental review of 
new dam projects, weakens the recently passed 
Clean Air Act, provides billions of dollars in 
subsidies to the nuclear and fossil fuel industries, 
and only gives lip service to increasing auto fuel 
efficiency standards. The bill has passed out of 
committee and is headed to the Senate floor for 
a full vote of the Senate. Contact your senators 
and urge them to: support a filibuster of the bill 
to prevent a vote from occurring, vote against the 
bill if it does come up for a vote, sign on to other 
senators' "Dear Colleague" letters opposing vari- 
ous titles in the bill [e.g. Sen. John Kerry's (D-MA) 
letter objecting to relaxing pollution control re- 
quirements for electric utilities in the 1990 Clean 
Air Act]. 

S 279— MOTOR VEHICLE FUEL EFFICIENCY 
ACT: The Big 3 auto firms have started an all-out 
advertising blitz claiming fuel efficient = small = 
unsafe. Since when have they been concerned 
about safety? They vehemently fought seat belt 
and air bag requirements. Are they suggesting 
the fuel efficient cars they sell now are unsafe? 
Challenge their credibility on that basis. Fuel 
efficiency, car size, and safety are not directly 
related. Advanced, currently available body and 
engine design will guarantee a safe, fuel efficient 
mid-sized car. If your senators "cosponsored" S 
279, thank them profusely and urge them to do 
whatever they can to quickly bring the bill to a 
vote of the full Senate (it's been out of committee 
for weeks). 

Energy policy is probably the most impor- 
tant environmental issue in our country; it is a 
factor in the problems of acid rain, coal strip 
mining, oil spills, lung disease, nuclear wastes, 
coastal protection, urban smog, and global 
warming. A huge percentage of public lands 
battles relate to energy. 

The Johnston-Wallop bill, S 1220 would 
significantly alter current national energy policy 
and regulatory oversight of energy industry ac- 
tions. The bill would damage our environment, 
increase taxpayer and consumer subsidies of gas, 
oil, coal, and nuclear industries, and restrict pub- 
lic participation in energy decision-making pro- 
cesses. Some of the most egregious provisions of 
the bill in each of these areas are outlined below. 
It is being rushed through the legislative process 
at a pace that frustrates thorough examination 
and debate of its provisions by most of the sena- 
tors on the Energy and Natural Resources Com- 


mittee, much less the press and the public. This 
is not the way to develop an energy policy that 
can win the support of the American public. 

While the National Academy of Sciences has 
called for a concerted program to buy insurance 
against global warming, the Senate Energy Com- 
mittee is busy promoting increased use of coal, 
the fuel with the greatest greenhouse impact. 
The Committee went so far as to adopt an amend- 
ment, offered by Sen. Malcolm Wallop (R-WY) 
and heavily lobbied for by the Administration, 
that deletes a requirement that the Dept, of 
Energy even identify policies that would stabilize 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

The bill proposes the most radical and dan- 
gerous changes in hydropower regulation in the 
Federal government's history of involvement in 
this area. It is essentially an attempt to deregulate 
the majority of hydropower projects in the United 
States. Section 5302 of the bill would allow states 
to take over regulation of new hydroelectric 
projects of 5 megawatts or less in capacity (about 
2/3 of currently licensed projects tire in this 
category), and would provide virtually no stan- 
dards or directions to the states for such deregu- 
lation. It would automatically remove many 
projects from oversight of the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act (NEPA), the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (ESA), and other key federal environmen- 
tal statutes. This could lead to de-watering of 
thousands of miles of rivers, streams, and major 
damage to fisheries and wildlife. 

S 1220 eliminates the 70 year-old authority 
of the US Forest Service and most other federal 
land management agencies to set mandatory 
conditions for hydropower projects to protect 
federal lands. Instead, the bill allows the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to over- 
ride protection conditions set by land managers. 
The provision will fundamentally undermine 
established planning procedures for public lands 
and open the door to increased speculative hydro 
developments on national forests, wildlife ref- 
uges, military lands, and other public lands. 

Title XI of S 1220 would create an "optional 
certificate procedure" to streamline regulatory 
approval by FERC of new natural gas pipelines. 
This would all but eliminate NEPA review of such 
new pipeline and natural gas storage field projects. 
The environmental implications of such projects 
include land impacts, impacts on wetlands, air 
pollution from compressor operation, disposal of 
PCB-laced oil from compressors, and radioactive 
tracers injected into storage field wells. 

Subtitle B of Title XIV effectively destroys 
the Clean Air program to protect air quality from 
pollution added by new construction projects at 
existing power plants. Under a misleadingly 
titled "pollution control" exemption, greatly 
broadened in Committee, the bill would allow 
unlimited air pollution increases at existing power 
plants for all such proj ects, and would not require 
the projects to reduce any air pollutants at the 
plant where the construction occurs. As a result, 
the amendment would allow large pollution in- 
creases that damage public health and locE^air 
quality. All of these adverse effects would occur 


without notice to the public or opportunity to 
comment under the Clean Air Act. A separate 
provision in this title would "grandfather" ail 
expansion projects, no matter how large, at exist- 
ing power plants from Clean Air Act require- 
ments to use the best emission control technol- 
ogy to limit nitrogen oxide emissions — a pol- 
lutant causing acid rain and urban smog. 

Title VII of S 1220 would open the coastal 
plain of ANWR to oil and gas leasing and devel- 
opment. Oil development on the coastal plain 
means building an industrial complex similar to 
Prudhoe Bay in what the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service calls the "biological heart" of the only 
conservation system unit in North America that 
protects the full spectrum of arctic and subarctic 
ecosystems. In destroying the Refuge's wilder- 
ness values, development threatens the integrity 
of an undisturbed, thriving ecosystem blessed 
with spectacular wildlife — polar bear, musk 
oxen, and the 180,000 member Porcupine cari- 
bou herd represent just a few of the species. All 
this would be sacrificed just to gamble on the 
chance that there might be enough oil to supply 
2% of current US oil consumption. The projected 
revenue from leasing ANWR would be used to 
fund many of the boondoggles in S 1220. It is 
inconceivable that money gained by sacrificing 
ANWR should be used to help pay for bad energy 
"policy" that emphasizes prQduction above all 
else and subsidizes the coal, oil, and nuclear 
industries. Furthermore, the bill's projected 
amount of Arctic leasing revenue is blatantly 
inflated. The nearly $2 billion predicted to come 
in from the first lease sales averages out to over 
$6, 000/acre. By contrast, two recent comparable 
lease sales on the Alaskan North Slope averaged 
just $44 and $ 153/acre. 

S 1220 threatens fragile and productive 
coastal areas by directing the Minerals Manage- 
ment Service to conduct a reassessment of all 
outer continental shelf (OCS) areas currently 
under legislative or administrative moratoria. 
MMS is then asked to recommend which of these 
currently protected areas should be placed in the 
production base. The industry's record with 
marine oil development, from the Santa Barbara 
spill of 1969 to the Exxon Valdez tragedy, clearly 
shows the danger and potential damage from oil 
activity in sensitive coastal environments, The 
bill would divert OCS leasing revenues from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund — used to 
purchase critical pieces of wildlife habitat and 
prime recreation land all over the country — into 
a coastal state and local community impact aid 
program. In essence, this fund is created to bribe 
coastal states and communities into tolerating oil 
development off their shores. Money intended 
to benefit the environment is instead snatched 
away to facilitate OCS development with poten- 
tially disastrous consequences. 

S 1220 would leave increases in the Corpo- 
rate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards up 
to the discretion of the same Dept, of Transporta- 
tion that vigorously opposes any increase in 
CAFE standards, and that reduced standards for 
automobiles between 1986 and 1989. The result 




of this provision would be ever-increasing oil 
consumption and emission of both conventional 
pollutants and carbon-dioxide (the principal 
greenhouse gas) by the nation's light vehicle 
motor fleet. 

Title XV of S 1220 purports to increase com- 
petition in the electric utility industry by "re- 
forming" the Public Utility Holding Company 
Act (PUHCA). In fact, it would not enhance real 
competition, but instead would allow utilities to 
shift a major portion of new power plant con- 
struction and electricity sales to the wholesale 
market, which is regulated by FERC rather than 
the states. This would undercut a growing move 
to "least-cost" or "integrated resource planning," 
which requires consideration of energy efficiency 
investments as alternatives to new power plant 
construction and in many cases, consideration of 
environmental pollution costs in planning deci- 
sions. This has been a state-level phenomenon, 
sparked by progressive utility regulators, con- 
sumer advocates and environmentalists; it has 
been largely ignored, if not actively resisted, by 
utility regulators at the federal level. 

Section 1 of S 1220 writes off 95% of more 
than $10 billion in unrecovered costs of DOE's 
uranium enrichment program and repeals Sec- 
tion 161vof the AtomicEnergy Act, the statutory 
provision requiring full recovery of all costs by 
the DOE. The bill also authorizes $300 million to 
subsidize cleanup efforts of the uranium mining 
industry's mill and processing sites. 

Title XVI of S 1220 would require oil import- 
ers to contribute, "at no cost," substantial amounts 
of oil to the federal government for the Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve. The effect of this provision 
will be to raise the cost of imported oil by an 
estimated 9-10%. This, in turn, will allow domes- 
tic oil producers to raise their prices by a similar 
amount, resulting in an estimated windfall profit 
of some $6 billion a year. 

Sen. Wendell Ford (D-KY) won Committee 
approval (with little or no debate) of an amend- 
ment to the Title XIV section of the bill that 
establishes a "coal refining program" — in real- 
ity, a new synthetic fuels program. This section 
provides an open-ended funding authorization 
("such sums as maybe necessary") for the govern- 
ment to conduct a coal-based synthetic fuels 
demonstration and commercialization program 
for a host of applications, including transporta- 
tion fuels. The provision also requires the Sec. of 
Energy to solicit proposals for joint venture 
"commercial scale" synthetic fuels demonstra- 
tion projects, and to enter into agreements for 
construction of at least two such projects by the 
year 2000. This provision ignores the disastrous 
history of the late, unlamented Synthetic Fuels 
Corp. and would lead to the waste of untold 
hundreds of millions of taxpayer dollars. Subtitle 
A of Title XIV contains a variety of additional 
proposals to spend taxpayers' dollars promoting 
the expanded use of coal here and abroad. 
Amendments adopted in Committee expand the 
scope and expense of these coal subsidy pro- 
grams. Particularly disturbing is a proposal for a 
cabinet-level council to promote coal-technol- 
ogy exports. Under this provision, the US would 
urge countries around the world to acquire the 
coal habit. US dollars would be spent to lobby the 
World Bank and other international lenders on 
behalf of the coal industry and to subsidize for- 
eign coal use. 

S 1220 authorizes the Energy Secretary to 
study development and expansion of hydropower 
at all government dams and water resource facili- 
ties without requiring cost-sharing by likely 


project beneficiaries. This violates legislatively 
and administratively established cost-sharing 
principles. It is an open invitation to develop- 
ment of many projects that damage the environ- 
ment and are not cost-effective. The bill also 
requires authorization for both feasibility studies 
and construction, without cost-sharing require- 
ments, of "water conservation features" at federal 
reclamation water projects (aimed at making 
more water available for federal hydropower gen- 
eration and reducing pumping power demands 
at federal irrigation projects). The costs of this 
provision would be borne by the taxpayers, but 
any net increase in power generation will not 
result in a proportionate increase in power sales 
revenues to the Treasury. While improving water 
use efficiency is a laudable goal, it does not have 
to be, nor should it be, funded by extending and 
expanding the already huge federal irrigation 
and power subsidies. 

The PUHCA "reform" provisions of S 1220 
would allow utilities to create affiliated power 
generating subsidiaries, which could sell power 
in the wholesale markets including to their own 
state level retail companies. Logic and experi- 
ence both show that such "self-dealing" cannot 
be truly competitive, or effectively regulated. 
These utilities can draw on the assets provided by 
their captive retail customers to subsidize the 
price at which they offer power to other utilities 
or large industries in the wholesale market. Such 
"cross-subsidization" abuses both the utility's 
ratepayer and its competitors in the wholesale 
power market. 

Title XI of S 1220 would allow gas pipeline 
companies and other private corporations to 
invoke powers of eminent domain to seize and 
condemn public and private lands with no re- 
quirement that any government agency approve 
the location, size, or environmental conditions 
of the proj ect — or determine whether the facility 
serves a public need. The bill creates an "optional 
certificate procedure" which prohibits FERC from 
holding a public hearing on whether the certifi- 
cate should be granted. 

Title XIII of S 1220 would severely restrict 
citizen and state participation in the siting, li- 
censing and oversight of new nuclear power 
plants. "One-step" licensing would essentially 
eliminate any opportunity for interveners to raise 
significant, new safety issues after the NRC granted 
a combined construction and operating license 
for a new nuclear plant, 
and would prevent any real 
opportunity for judicial 
review of NRC refusals to 
consider such issues. 

PUHCA currently 
prohibits anyone but 
utilities from owning and 
operating generating 
utilities, with limited ex- 
ceptions. The changes 
proposed in Title XV of S 
1220 would remove this 
restriction, but would not 
assure that such non-util- 
ity projects receive ad- 
equate regulatory review. 

State authority over non- 
utility power producers is, 
at best, unclear. And S 
1220 would give FERC an d 
the Securities Exchange 
Commission no authority 
over construction deci- 
sions by entities at all. 


Without a state or federal regulatory forum, citi- 
zens will be unable to raise concerns about the 
need for, wisdom of, or alternatives to, major new 
power plant construction programs. 

Subtitle C of Title V of S 1220 establishes 
FERC as an unprecedented "NEPA czar" by mak- 
ing it a statutory "lead agency" for purposes of 
applying the National Environmental Policy Act 
in licensing of hydropower projects over 5 mega- 
watts and requires all other federal agencies to 
rely on the substance of FERC's environmental 
document for their reviews. This contradicts 
current environmental law. The bill also allows 
FERC to set mandatory deadlines for all other 
state and federal agency submissions and to take 
hydro licensing actions without the required 
submissions if agencies fail to meet Commission 
deadlines. The effect of these changes will be to 
reduce opportunities for involvement of state 
agencies and the public in hydropower licensing. 


New James Bay Tabloid 

Jamie Sayen, et. al., and the good 
folks at the Northeast Alliance have published 
a new 32-page tabloid, "to give activists — 
and would-be activists — access to basic infor- 
mation on the complex, confusing set of 
issues surrounding Hydro-Quebec's plans to 
destroy the rivers of the James Bay region." 

Through stunning photographs and 
detailed accounts of the issues, places and 
protests, the tabloid offers what is for many 
of us the first in-depth glimpe into the real 
James Bay controversy. The balance of atten- 
tion given to both cultural and ecological 
impacts, and to the Inuit/Cree as well as the 
Anglo resistance to the 'project, provides a 
comprehensive vision of what has been done, 
and how much there is to do. 

They've gone "into the hock" to pro- 
duce this publication, so they'd appreciate 
contributions of $1 for individual copies, 
twenty-five cents per copy for bulk orders. 
Contact: Northeast Alliance to Protect James 
Bay, 139 Antrim St., Cambridge MA 02139 
(617-491-5531). Make checks payable to 
David Brower Fund, Earth Island Institute. 



State Conservationist 
Soil Conservation Service 

POB 11350 

Salt Lake City, OT 84147 


Dear Francis*. 
Happy Birthday! 
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Very 'truly yours, 

js&x 

Richard Wordsworth Business, 

III, esq. 
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Prairie Preserve 

By Prairie Chicken 


In mid-July I made my annual 
summer trek to the Kansas Flint 
Hills, the last major expanse of 
tallgrass prairie in the world. The 
Flint Hills Region is rapidly losing 
human population (cheers!) but it is 
gaining bovine population (moo!) 
while the prairie chicken popula- 
tion is holding its own (yeah!). The 
area I explored this summer is the 
"heart" of the Flint Hills, located 





near the town of Cottonwood Falls. 
You can drive for miles on the back 
roads of this semi-wilderness and 
not see a soul or a house, but there 
is a good chance of seeing wild tur- 
key, blue heron, prairie falcon, deer 
and prairie chicken. When in sea- 
son, the wildflowers are out of this 
world and if you can find an 
ungrazed tract of prairie you can 
walk through swaying tall grasses of 
big bluestem and indian switch- 
grass. 

This is ranching country with 
over-grazed open range. The ranch- 


ers settled this area in the 1870s and 
have created a close-knit commu- 
nity suspicious of outsiders. A 
common bumpersticker says, 
"Keep Grasslands Free: No Govern- 
ment Acquisition." Knowing that 
the townspeople are friendlier, I 
asked an old-timer if he knew of any 
springs. Ever since I was a boy, I've 
been fascinated with the cool, gur- 
gling waters of springs. He asked a 
couple of his friends and soon I 
knew where five springs were in the 
county. So, I set out to find the 
largest of the springs on that hot 
day. Unfortunately, ! had to tres- 


Cottonwood Falls and we toured the 
area and swam in a relatively clear, 
rock-bottomed stream. However, 
we had to dodge cowpies again. 
Then we drove to a ridge, once pro- 
posed as a site for a Tallgrass Prairie 
National Park. On both sides of the 
ridge one can see 30 miles or more 
across an ocean of prairie. But 
where are the bison? 

Efforts are under way to protect 
the bluestem prairie of the Flint 
Hills. The Nature Conservancy has 
created a 30,000-acre tallgrass prai- 
rie preserve in the southern Flint 
Hills in Oklahoma. Yet, there is still 


itself is too small to form a complete 
prairie ecosystem with large mam- 
mals, but it could form the nucleus 
for a giant tallgrass prairie wilder- 
ness with antelope, bison, cougar 
and wolf. We must create a "Home 
on the Range" before we can 
"Dream Back the Bison." One last 
note: a new book about the central " 
Flint Hills will be coming out this 
October. It is written by William 
Least Heat Moon, author of the 
popular Blue Highways. 

What you can do: Write your 
US congressperson and urge sup- 
port ofHR2369. Send a copy to Sen. 





Mike Long on a traverse between a Douglas Fir and an Aspen tree, located in the 
old growth forest of Sandbench. Loggers cannot cut down the trees while Mike is 
on the ropes... 


Sandbench Ecosystem Killed: 

Colorado Old Growth Conflict a Classic 


By Mike Stabler 


True Wilderness. Intact Eco- 


idea. Mike Long was sitting 70 feet 


system. US Forest Service. Multina 


Another activist stopped activ- 


ity for one day by locking himself to 
a cattle guard. More Civil Resistance 
is hoped for; a lack of willing partici 


tional Corporation. Road building. 


up in an Engleman spruce, stop- 


ping roadbuilding and generally 


High altitude old growth forest de- 


irritating the "cut it or it will die' 


struction. Forest Service mobiliz- 


County Sheriff (remeber the AMEX 


meantime, an enormous section ot 


This may not be such a bad 


Only now is the truth getting out. 


goons. The goons called Arapahoe 


pants has been a hinderance. In the 


ing. Tree sitting, road blockading, 
boycotts, demos, mystery spiking 
It's a classic situation. Envi 


pass to visit the spring. At one time 
Miller Spring was open to the public 
for picnics, but now only cows cut 
pies there. This is a major problem: 
landowners closing off natural ar- 
eas that by tradition were open to 
the public. 

The next day I met some 
friends at the historic courthouse in 


no public prairie of any size. That is 
why Rep. Dan Glickman (D-KS) has 
introduced HR 2369 which would 
establish a Flint Hills Prairie Na- 
tional Monument. As proposed, the 
11,000-acre Z-Bar Ranch north of 
Strong City would become part na- 
ture preserve with buffalo and part 
working ranch. Of course the tract 


i / . J f Ml U.UJI WV/UJUUV.J A11V the forest has been closed to the 


Nancy Kassebaum (R-KS) at 302 
Senate Russell Office Bldg., Wash- 
ington, DC 20510 and Sen. Bob 
Dole (R-KS) at 141 Senate Hart Of- 
fice Bldg., Washington, DC 20510, 
and Rep. Dick Nichols (R-KS) at 
1605 Longworth House Office 
Bldg., Washington, DC 20515. 


ronmentalists/tree huggers against 
the Freddies/Corporate Clowns. 
Last year, the good folks won when 
the conflict was in Bowen Gulch. 
This year the fight isn't going so 
well. 

Stone Container bought the 
timber "rights" to Sandbench, an 
intact ecosystem located at 9,000 
feet in the San Juan National Forest. 
The Freddie district? Pagosa 
Springs/Sam Scanga, the same dork 
who's rubber-stamping the East 
Fork Ski Area and pushing to log 
Corral Mountain and virtually all 
old growth forests that he can get 
his fat hands on. 

Enter "Ancient Forest Rescue: 
The Last Five Percent." Spear- 
headed by Naomi Rachel, the group 
has been the lead on trying to stop 
the slaughter. Using tactics usually 
attributed to Earth First!, AFR has 
been maintained as an indepen- 
dent movement. 


deputies visited both Mike's mom 
and a close friend; "Is Earth First! at 
the site??," the cops asked repeat- 
edly. They also played ridiculous 
mind games with the two (who 
don't even live in Arapahoe 
County!!), implying that Mike was 
suicidal and that the cops would 
bring the two women with them to 
talk Mike down (a fifteen hour 
round-trip drive!). 

The tree sit ended when doz- 
ens of Nazis in camo stormed the 
basecamp at four in the morning, 
complete with searchlights shining 
and bullhorns shouting "Come out 
of your tents with your hands up!" 
Mike came out of the tree when an 
anti-activist (imported from Or- 
egon!) climbed up the tree and re- 
moved his gear. The next day, a 
fallacious USFS press release was 
reprinted in numerous Colorado 
newspapers, stating that the activ- 
ists had "abandoned" the camp. 


public for our "protection." The 
Freddies have been using the media 
to show "recovering" clearcuts and 
spiked trees. 

"Spiked trees??!!" you gasp. "I 
though that Earth First! voted not to 
do that kind of thing!!" Silly you. 
But this spiking seems particularly 
suspicious. Before the forest was 
closed, about sixty trees were cut 
with no spikes found or even looked 
for. Activists stopped the cutting for 
over two weeks, during which time 
two Freddies were seen in the forest 
with mallets (I'm not kidding). 

After closure, spiking suddenly 
became a hot topic for the Freddies. 
About 200 10-penny nails were 
found driven into trees fifteen inches 
from the base. Pretty damn effec- 
tive, huh?? Of course, the Freddies 
and the contractor deny knowing 
how the "spikettes" got there... 
someone should lend them a copy 
of Ecodefense. Because the spiking 


looks so suspicious, a reward of 
$2,000 has been offered by AFR ac- 
tivists to help convict the officials 
responsible for the spiking. Inter- 
esting tactic, eh? 

The fight goes on. Basecamp is 
far from the destruction, but is 
maintained for a presence and for 
launching more activities. The road 
closure is being fought on the legal 
and public battlegrounds. But the 
cutting continues. Soon, a pretty 
new road will dissect yet another 
chunk of Colorado's small wilder- 
ness areas. 

AFR needs help in many ways. 
Visit basecamp. Send/call in ideas. 
Money's always nice. Get in touch 
with Ancient Forest Rescue, Box 
1309, Lyons, CO 80540, or CO EF!, 
Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Naomi's phone is (303) 823-5429. 
Marty Walter is another contact: 
(303) 447-2059. Let's be in touch. 
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Flambeau Summer 

By Jan Jacoby 


On Saturday, July 6th, members of a coali- 
tion named "Flambeau Summer" marched onto 
the proposed mine site of Kennecott Copper, a 
subsidiary of Rio Tinto Zinc of London. The mine 
that will be denied was to be a 32-acre open pit 
slash 140 feet from the Flambeau River (160 feet 
closer than "strict" Wisconsin mining laws sup- 
posedly allow). The Wisconsin Department of 
Natural "Resources" (DNR) has so obviously 
pimped itself to accommodate the plans of the 
international corporate monster that Earth 
People in the upper Midwest are seething. Our 
pro-mine governor has an office-holder named 
James Klauser who appoints people like the DNR 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) hearing 
examiner to decided on the DNR mine permit. 
Mr. Klauser is a former Exxon mining lobbyist. 
And we wonder why resisting mining in Wis- 
consin is tough? 

The statement was the saddest, poorest ex- 

Flambeau Summer News Flash! 

Nine activists were arrested and then myste- 
riously released July 10 in the ongoing occupa- 
tion of the Kennecott Copper mine site near 
Ladysmith, Wisconsin. Protesters vowed to ob- 
struct preparation of the site non-violently; 
when work crews began to install fencing they 
did just tha?"ftctivists blocked vehicles entering 
the gate anaSat in front of a mobile generator, 
thus ending work for the da^) The police waited 
patiently until the local news media had left, 
then quickly arrested nine people. But one TV 
cameraman caught the moment on videotape, 
much to the displeasure of police, who proceeded 
to confiscate his equipment, actually wrestling 
the camera out of his hands. 

The detained activists were processed and 
had bail set, only to be suddenly recharged on 
state, rather than county, trespass charges. This 
resulted in substantially higher bail, but an 
unsolicited call from the ACLU to the DA resulted 
in the surprising, unconditional release of all 
involvedpl^pparently all charges have been 
■dfoppe^y^ctions at the site will continue all 
summer. If you want to participate call Jan 
Jacoby at (715) 472-1444 or (715) 472-2728A 


cuse for an EIS I have seen in over 15 years of 
activism. Comments such as this, regarding a 
nesting Bald Eagle 1 mile away from the proposed 
site, abound: "It probably won't be affected by 
mining blasting unless it's a sensitive indi- 
vidual." After going through hundreds of pages 
of that crap, you not only wonder at the authors' 
expertise, you seriously question their sanity. 

After a long, frustrating legal and legislative 
process, with the mine's construction date ap- 
proaching, angry environmentalists, joined by 
Ojibwe Treaty Rights activists conceived "Flam- 
beau Summer." The Resistance began in earnest. 
With an expected 1000 participants, the mine 
company wallowed in the depths of deceit, lies, 
and manipulation to scare people away. Before 
the American Civil Liberties Union stepped in, 
the town chair attempted to withdraw previously 
implied permi ssion for a rally at the town hall 
parking lbt. The police of Ladysmith, Wisconsin, 
and Rusk County Sheriff's Departments both 
attempted to fan the flames of panic, instability, 
and potential violence by announcing that they 
had received death threats^ No doubt they did, 
but it was the opinion dfTfiany that the threats 
came from Kennecott. How else to provoke 
violence onto the heads of hippies, enviro- 
commies, eco- terrorists and "Indians" than a set- 
up like that? Had we threatened anyone, it would 
have been the mining execs! However, the law in 
this rural community, much to my surprise given 
their inexperience with demonstrations and 
crowd control, acted respectablf^^Qh yeah, I 
forgot to mention — with wrenching expedi- 
ency, the county board increased the trespass 
fine from $500 to $1000 just a week and a half 
before our march onto the sitex 

But fie to all of that! Gather we did — and 
march we did — and occupy we did. Even with 
the death threats, ordinances, and increased 
charges, we had a turnout of about 600-700 
people to stand in the hot sun. With an opening 
Ojibwe pipe prayer, we listened, talked, sang, and 
drummed for two hours before the risk-takers 
marched up the road with hundreds of support- 
ers lining the other side. We marched onto the 
site, with no law enforcement even close. We 
drummed, chanted, and reclaimed the ceded 



A' IMpNiPOAU 


territory for the Original People of the Land. 

We stayed all afternoon, overnight and the 
next morning, with supporters bringing in food, 
supplies and home-made ice cream. One man 
brought boxes of food in a pickup. With increas- 
ing reports that The company could not do any 
construction for two weeks (due to permit terms), 
we decided to end the occupation and return 
when the company begins construction, so as to 
interfere as efficiently as possible. Meanwhile, 
the Ojibwe Tribe, Sierra Club and other groups 
are researching legal avenues and gathering 
funds for possible suits and court orders or in- 
junctions against this international land and 
people violator. With the discovery of four new 
endangered species within the last three weeks, 
this would seem to be a simple task. -Blit we'ret 
positive and hopeful. We are the people of the 
Earth. We are strong ancTgtTOd and knuw nat ural 
and personal power^ We will stand a gainstTht s 
evil trr our midst. We wfiTnot be silent. We will 
standTogerher and blend all of our resolve in the 
knowledge and deep feelings that we are a part of 
this Earth here and now and we will not abandon 
Her to Corporate Fascist Marauders! 


More Shit Fer Brains 


continued front page 3 

have a chance. But then again this is 

serious stuff. 

For instance, here you've got the 
guy they've nominated for President: 
John Sawhill, who just happens to be 
the current president. He used to be the 
U.S. Deputy Secretary of Energy under 
Reagan. They listed only his good points 
and many accomplishments (sorry to 
all you Poloks). Then they have John 
Seidl, president of MAXXAM Inc. and a 
bunch of other chemical companies that 
if I start to read them all I might get sick 
and puke all over my typewriter. But the 
worst one on the list of "candidates" is 
probably old Alfredo Pena from Peru. 
This asshole is First Vice-Chairman of 
the Peruvian Exporters Ass. He is in bed 
with every oil and chemical man who 
gets close enough to smell old Al's bad 
breath. In short, I believe it would be 
great to get all these guys into the same 
place at the same time and spike the 
punch. 

— Bingo, Santa Monica, CA 

EFI Journal: 

Please renew my subscription for 
another year. This obviously means I 
support you, but the "new" Earth First 
Journal isn't enough different from the 
crap put out by the Formanista/Tucson 
clique to warrant much enthusiasm. I 
was deeply angered by the printing of 
the trash and lies hate mail (male hate) 
(that perversely savaged FBI/corporate- 
security crippled activist Judi Bari) in 
the Ostara '91 issue. Where the hell did 
you hide the Manes and Bookchin re- 


sponses to Judi's excellent articles "Why 
I am Not a Misanthrope" [emphasis 
added] ? Why are you serving the inter- 
ests who desire the continuation of the 
terrorism against Judi??? Why all the 
space devoted to all the other such reac- 
tionary material? Stop being hypocriti- 
cal and take the "Radical" off your 
masthead. "Outrageous" would be a 
better term to use there... 

— Dave Pilgrim 

P.S. Enjoyed the Statue of Liberty on the 
front page of your kick-off issue. Right 
on!! 

Dear SFB, 

Has the Earth First! Journal merged 
with the Yale Critical Studies? The very 
up-to-date deconstructionist reading of 
Canyon Frog's "Compleet Radical 
Woman Environmentalist" by Simon 
Zapotes (EF! XI, V) was more than I can 
stand. Do we really need this in the 
Journal? 

Of course there is sexism in the 
world and in the movement and of 
course images transmit and maintain 
this sexism. But this was a cartoon for 
Chrissakes. The male character has a 
beer belly and the female has hair on her 
legs; both of these deliberate attributes 
can be interpreted as negative, but by 
whose standard? I’m certainly not of- 
fended by the sight of a fat yahoo be- 
cause I understand its a caricature which 
pokes fun at us. Nor should Zapote be 
offended by the woman because she 
captures some (male) stereotypical fea- 
tures. The point is we are all smart 
enough to recognize a satirical render- 


ing for what it is without a hand slap- 
ping by the hypersensitive. If Canyon 
Frog had intended an accurate represen- 
tation of women (and men) then we 
would rightly inquire into his level of 
awareness. But as a cartoon and joke 
which is an obvious self-conscious 
parody of both men and women, I 
thought they were great. 

Does Zapotes "see" something in 
the fact that the woman is standing over 
the logging company jackass with her 
foot on his butt? Perhaps this signals 
Canyon Frog's deep psychosexual need 
to be dominated by women? Or perhaps 
it suggests women as emasculating; 
notice the bolt cutters she has menac- 
ingly in her grip. How far are we going 
to go here? We all have to draw a line on 
sexism, but this is not it. 

— Don "Lighten Up” Eckard, Wayne, PA 

SFB, 

Several months before the FBI, se- 
cret police of Big Business and politicians, 
announced that they had infiltrated 
Earth First! and culminated that bust, a 
personal ad ran in the EF! Journal. 

It asked seemingly innocently, "Just 
wondering. ..are there any other gay 
EFiers out there?" 

Feeling solidarity with all Earth's 
feeling creatures, be they black, blue, 
orangutang or android (and yet main- 
taining my deniability) I wrote and said, 
"Here I am”. 

My letter was returned, unopened. 
It was stamped, "Return to sender”. 
Listen. This might be important — were 
return addresses all they were collect- 


ing? Just wondering. ..are there any other 
EFiers out there in this same situation? 
— Sucker 

Tech Tip! 

The Forest Service very often uses 
dogs to sniff out trees that have been 
visited by tree spikers. You may want to 
"visit" lots of trees (without spiking 
most of them) over as large an area as 
possible to prevent spike detection/re- 
moval. 

— Spike Maxam 

Dear Earth First!, 

What is this Tom Stoddard article? 
He's a real twit. I have to decide about 
subscribing again and you've got me 
puzzled. I'm not in on all the infights 
but why not print the responses to Judi 
Bari by Chris Manes and Murray 
Bookchin? Instead you print a letter 
from this incredible knothead Ken 
Shelton Jr. I respect Judi Bari. If you 
can't straighten out your problems with 
her you can forget my subscription. 

— Terry Kelly, El Cerrito, CA 

Dear Collective: 

Why is it that your clever writers 
try 7 to impress us with esoteric latin 
descriptions of flora and fauna but don't 
know the difference between dams (a 
barrier to the flow of water) and damn 
(to pronounce worthless, etc.)? We can 
damn dams without damming damns. 
— Zorro 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

This is one more letter designed 
to just take up space.... 

— Mike Stabler, Hippie (ret.) 
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North Kalmiopsis Threatened 

By Karen Wood 


One never knows what lurks in one's post 
office box, waiting to lunge out and ruin an 
otherwise mellow day. That's what happened to 
me one rainy day this spring, when I began to 
peruse the day's mail while standing in line at the 
post office. The propagandists format of the 
Forest Service newsletter in my hands should 
have prepared me, but nonetheless, steam began 
pouring out of my ears and very unladylike words 
from my mouth as I read that the Siskiyou Na- 
tional Forest was planning to build 9 miles of 
roads and log 855 acres in the North Kalmiopsis. 
And they wanted my comments. 

So on Earth Day, April 22, a group of about 
20 rowdies paid a visit to our favorite Freddies at 
the Siskiyou National Forest headquarters in 
Grants Pass, Oregon. An hour before the demon- 
stration was scheduled to begin, seven of us 
attended a meeting with the West Indigo Project 
leader, Bill Gasow. After we were escorted into 
the building by various subspecies of federal cop, 
Bill led us into a meeting room. The sign on the 
door read "Kalmiopsis Room." I remarked that 
the room, with its rows of computers, didn't look 
anything like the Kalmiopsis. After shutting out 
the prematurely arrived television camera, we 
began to let Bill know exactly what we thought of 
his agency's demonic designs on the North 
Kalmiopsis. No, we didn't change his mind, but 
the meeting did serve the purpose of bringing us 
face-to-face and showing that we are gravely 
serious about protecting this remarkable ancient 
forest. Bill was told that, should the Forest Service 
proceed with any plans to road or log in the North 
Kalmiopsis, they will be facing appeals, possible 
lawsuits, and certain civil disobedience. 

Outside, an hour later, the rowdy crowd 
performed a skit with a cardboard bulldozer, 
aptly named "Billy Junior," which resulted in the 
ultimate, inevitable destruction of the bulldozer 
by EFIers. The carnage was simply terrible to 
•behold. The media turned out in force, with the 
news of the Forest Service's invasion plans being 
broadcast through two newspapers and three TV 
stations. 

The "West Indigo Integrated Resource 
Project" proposes to rip nine miles of new roads 
into the forest and log 19.2 million board feet 
(mmbf) from 855 acres. Out of the 15 proposed 
timber sale units,, only one would be logged by 
helicopter (needing no roads) . The Galice Ranger 
District is preparing an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) which should be released in draft 
form by September 30, 1991. There will then be 
a public comment period before the Final EIS is 
released. The first timber sale is scheduled for 
fiscal year 1992 (10/92-9/93). The project en- 
compasses four timber sales, two new trails, clo- 
sure of seven miles of roads, wildlife habitat 
"improvement," a developed picnic site, and a 40 
acre prescribed fire. 

The West Indigo Project is being carried out 
according to the latest in "New Perspectives" 
doublespeak. They don't have clearcut, seed tree 
and shelterwood units anymore, they're "light, 
moderate and heavy green tree retention" units 
now. Wildlife habitat improvement is part of the 
agenda: "Wildlife forage would be enhanced in 
natural meadows by cutting unwanted vegeta- 
tion and using prescribed fire to regenerate forage 
species." How do they decide which of the native 
vegetation is unwanted, and unwanted by whom? 
Also, Smokey the Bear seems to have finally seen 
the light — now that the Silver Fire salvage is 
over. Since fire really is part of the natural 
processes of the forest, they're going to help 
nature by making sure to bum their slash before 
they go. 

The West Indigo Project is one of three 
major planned assaults on roadless areas in the 
Kalmiopsis vicinity being carried out under the 
banner of "New Perspectives." The Shasta Costa 
project, once hailed by moderates as a hopeful 
experiment in new forestry, has shown its hue 
colors and been exposed as the scam excuse to 
enter a roadless area that it really is. The Canyon 
project threatens the east side of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness with 11 miles of new roads and log- 
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ging on 1,015 acres. Two other projects, Biscuit 
and Lawson Creek, are in the works and should 
have their propaganda released soon. 

On public forestlands, roads are just the 
beginning. Once roads are built, the Forest Ser- 
vice begins to cut all along them. The roads 
branch out insidiously over time, like some sort 
of disease taking root in the forest. Roads present 
obstacles to wildlife migration, as well as a danger 
in that they bring more people into habitat 
previously inaccessible to vehicles. More people 
means more logging, hunting and harassment. 
Invasive non-native plant species often migrate 
into the area on vehicles, finding a receptive 
habitat in the roadsides. Roads also mean the 
removal of a previously roadless area from con- 
sideration for wilderness status. That is why the 
Forest Service has routinely built roads around 
the perimeters of wilderness areas; these roads 
separate the adjacent roadless areas from the 
designated wilderness so that they cannot be 
added to the wilderness at a later time. 

The West Indigo Project lies between the 
Shasta Costa drainage (also slated for New Per- 



spectives experiments) on the north and the East 
Indigo and Silver Creek drainages on the south. 
North of the Shasta Costa area is the Rogue 
Wilderness. West of the East Indigo and Silver 
Creek drainages is a part of the North Kalmiopsis 
designated as a Backcountry Recreation area. The 
West Indigo Drainage is an integral part of the 
largest block of native forest remaining in the 
Pacific Northwest. 

Forest Service scientist Jerry Franklin agrees 
with the assessment that the area lying between 
the Illinois and Rogue Rivers is the largest collec- 
tion of old growth islands anywhere (stated at a 
Shasta Costa project public meeting in January, 
1991). Unlike Opal Creek, which is the largest 
continuous old growth canopy, the North 
Kalmiopsis functions as an archipelago of habitat 
islands, with full biological communication oc- 
curring among the islands. In other words, 
although the area is somewhat fragmented into 
old growth "islands," it still functions as a whole. 
Of particular concern is the maintenance of a 
biological corridor between the Kalmiopsis and 
Rogue Wilderness Areas. The West Indigo drain- 
age comprises a critical part of this corridor. 

The North Kalmiopsis is a truly unique, 
special place. Over 1,400 plant species make this 
area one of the most diverse coniferous forests on 
Earth. Dr. Robert Whittaker, during his studies in 
the region in 1950, stated that only the Great 
Smokey Mountains rival the Siskiyous in plant 
diversity. 28 different species of pine, fir, spruce, 


cedar and hemlock, over 100 rare and sensitive 
plants, and 92 distinct plant communities grace 
the steep slopes. Both Alaska cedar and Pacific 
silver fir reach their most southerly extent in the 
Siskiyous, and redwood reaches its northern limit 
in the southern areas. The northern spotted owl, 
now a federally listed threatened species, relies 
on the North Kalmiopsis for habitat. Black bear, 
elk and mountain lion range throughout the 
area. Over 3 million fish spawn here every year, 
making it one of the most productive anadro- 
mous fish habitats remaining in the Northwest. 

The high diversity of the area is probably due 
to its position as a sort of "bridge" between the 
Cascade Range and the Coast Range, and to its 
function as a refuge during glacial periods. Geo- 
logically, the Siskiyous vary in composition from 
granite to metamorphosed peridotites 
(serpentinite), contrasting with the recent igne- 
ous rocks of the Cascades and the sedimentary 
rocks of the Coast Range. The North Kalmiopsis 
is still intact, but will not remain so if we continue 
to allow the Forest Service to plot its destruction. 

Act now to protea the North Kalmiopsis! At 
the moment, the Forest Service is in the begin- 
ning of its decision process. It has asked for 
public input in this "scoping" phase. It needs to 
get lots of input, from lots of people, along the 
lines of, "Do not do this." ReadT/ie Klamath Knot, 
by David Rains Wallace, a naturalist's guide to the 
ecology of the Siskiyou and Klamath Mountains. 
Take time this summer to visit the North 
Kalmiopsis. Lou Gold will be receiving visitors 
once again at the Bald Mountain Peace Sanctu- 
ary, the "EF! Wild Whackers" have cleared the 
trail to Canyon Peak, and you can take the oppor- 
tunity to visit the threatened groves of the West 
Indigo in person. There is nothing that can truly 
substitute for personal experience of what's at 
stake. Contact Southern Willamette EF!, PO Box 
10384, Eugene, OR 97440; (503) 343- 7305, or 
Kalmiopsis EFf, POB 1444, Cave Junction, OR 
97523 for information, directions, and maps. 

What you can do: I don't care if you don't 
believe in letters — you and I both know that 
they'll politely thank us for our input, then go 
their merry way. What's important is to show 
massive opposition from the start to any attempt 
to breach the integrity of the North Kalmiopsis. 
You too can get your copy of the Forest Service's 
slick announcement of its demonic designs on 
the North Kalmiopsis, complete with lush photos 
of unbroken pristine forest and heartwarming 
drawings of workers planting trees. Write to: 
William Gasow, Projea Leader, Siskiyou National 
Forest, POB 440, Grants Pass, OR 97526; (503) 
479-5301. It's time for the Forest Service to show 
some backbone and just say no to Congress' 
unreasonable demands for timber on behalf of 
the industry. The North Kalmiopsis must remain 
intaa! Write to your US Representative and 
Senators. Tell them to sponsor the Native Forest 
Proteaion Aa, or at least to endorse and vote for 
the Ancient Forest Protection Aa Qontz bill). 
AFPA is the only bill in Congress this year that 
would maintain the integrity of the ancient for- 
est ecosystem. Rallies to support AFPA, especially 
in towns outside of the Pacific Northwest, would 
be enormously helpful. Write to the US Fish & 
Wildlife Service, Washington, DC 20240. It has 
designated a critical habitat area (CHA) for the 
northern spotted owl that is drawn right around 
West Indigo, in spite of the mating pair that is 
nesting in the middle of the project area. Tell the 
slime to re-draw this CHA to include the West 
Indigo drainage! Send a copy of this letter to your 
Representative and Senators. 






Kalmiopsis Background 

The North Kalmiopsis in southwestern Oregon 
is the largest intact block of ancient forest remaining 
in the Pacific Northwest. Its unique biological char- 
acteristics and stunning diversity have made it a focal 
point for the struggle to protect the ancient forests. 
During negotiations for the 1978 Wilderness Bill, the 
North Kalmiopsis was left out of the Kalmiopsis Wil- 
derness Area additions as a result of pressure from the 
timber industry. The North Kalmiopsis is more heavily 
forested than the wilderness area, and the timber 
industry pitted their senator, Mark Hatfield, against 
Representative Jim Weaver, the lone proponent for 
the North Kalmiopsis inclusion. Although Weaver 
nearly prevailed, the industry flexed its muscles and 
the North Kalmiopsis was excluded from the final 
version of the bill. 

In 1979, the Siskiyou National Forest began 
plans to build the Bald Mountain Road, designed to 
sever the North Kalmiopsis from the Wilderness Area 
to prevent its later addition to the Wilderness. Ap-_ 
peals and a lawsuit filed by the Rogue Group Sierra 
Club were defeated in 1982. In 1983, Earth Firstl and 
the Oregon Natural Resources Council filed a success- 
ful lawsuit in federal court. After 44 people were 
arrested in 7 direct actions, Judge Redden declared the 
road to be illegal. 

The Oregon Wilderness Bill of 1984 still refused 
to include the North Kalmiopsis, but the new super- 
visor of the Siskiyou NF, Ron McCormick, met with 
concerned environmentalists and promised no intru- 
sions into the North Kalmiopsis until the Forest Plan 
was approved. In 1985, the Forest Plan was delayed, 
and the Chinaman Hat Timber Sale on upper Silver 
Creek was sold and logged after an unsuccessful 
appeal. 

In 1987, 27 people were arrested in 7 civil disobe- 
dience actions at the Hobson Horn, South Indigo and 
Sapphire timber sales. Then the 1987 Silver Fire 
burned 96,500 acres in the North Kalmiopsis. The 
Forest Service immediately went to work on plans to 
"salvage log" 157 million board feet from about 9,500 
acres. In 1988, thanks to efforts by environmentalists, 
including four tree-sitters blocking the extension of 
the infamous Bald Mountain Road, roadbuilding was 
held to a minimum and much of the salvage was done 
by helicopter. The controversy over the salvage sparked 
unprecedented public lobbying by the timber indus- 
try, including full-page ads in local newspapers por- 
traying the fire as a "disaster." While environmental- 
ists tried to counter with education about the natural 
role of fire in forest ecosystems, the Smokey the Bear 
mentality was too deeply ingrained in most people's 
minds. The salvage proceeded and was completed in 
1990. 

In 1989, 24 people were arrested in a single civil 
disobedience action at the Lazy Bluff timber sale, 
three people with their feet buried in cement in the 
road to the site. In their 1989 Forest Plan, the Siskiyou 
National Forest designated the area of the West Indigo 
Project as "General Forest," to provide "multiple-use 
development opportunities and a high yield of tim- 
ber, subject to multiple-use constraints" (Manage- 
ment Areas Map, Siskiyou National Forest 1989 Land 
and Resource Management Plan). We all know how 
constrained the Forest Service has been when it comes 
to timber. 

—KAREN WOOD 


Northwest Regional Rendezvous 



Over tire years, Earth First' Rendezvous have elided all sorts of cutting edge tribal/social/bonding 
behaviorisms, and the 1991 Northwest Regional Rendezvous was no exception. Eight Sensitive New-Age 
Guys dared to offer their bodies for comparison, or maybe it was that they were not afraid to be compared, 
or maybe it was that they were beyond compare. In any case, secure in their self-identities, they gave the 
crowd the old song and dance. That's Lone Wolf on the drums, the guy wearing clothes. 


BY mike Howell ^ 

Two hundred Earth Tirstiers danced wildly 
around a blazing campfire to the glow of the full 
moon and the hypnotic drumbeat of Lone Wolf 
Circles, celebrating the summer solstice. The 
1991 Northwest Regional Rendezvous was held 
at Poker Flat in the Siskiyou National Forest, CA 
on the Oregon/California border. Poker Flat, on 
the divide between the Klamath and Rogue Riv- 
ers, forms the headwaters for Indian Creek. It is 
adjacent to the Siskiyou Wilderness, the least 
used (by humans) wilderness in the United 
States. Activists came from as far away as British 
Columbia, New York and Missouri. The Mon- 
tana contingent made a poor showing, leaving 
Tim Bechtold with the task of explaining the EF! 
Journal (but we saved on beer costs). Mostly, 
folks came from up and down the West Coast, to 
attend workshops, discuss philosophy, play mu- 
sic, and to cultivate and renew bonds of friend- 
ship. 

Arriving at the site, we all passed the new 
Forest Service gate placed for our protection. The 
Forest Service actually proposed to lock us in at 
night ("to keep out all those rowdy beer drinkers 
from town," said Fred) and give us the combina- 
tion to the lock. We offered to remove the gate 
for them with our picks and polaskis. The gate 
was two miles from the parking area and would 
have added greatly to our logistic nightmares. 
The parking area was a clearcut provided by the 
Forest Service some years earlier, with all the 
attendant garbage from logging left behind. 
Hiking into the site, we passed under a banner 
hung high in the trees which read: "LET 
SALMON LEAP / SAVE THE KLAMATH MOUN- 
TAINS," before arriving at the Poker Flat 
meadow/marsh itself. 

Poker Flat, at 5000 feet elevation, is actually 
a huge meadow-marsh that feeds Indian Creek. 
The marsh is thigh deep in mud, as the 
firstcomers soon found out. We managed to keep 
everyone out of the fragile marsh except a couple 
dogs intent on playing. The perimeter of the 
marsh was blooming with trillium, lupine, 
indian paintbrush and lots of other flowers, and 
huge nine foot diameter douglas fir trees were 
growing nearby. Fresh bear scat was found every- 
where around, and somebody made a doo-doo 
woo- woo medicine wheel around them. From 
nearby Poker Peak, one could see the Kalmiopsis, 
the Pacific Ocean, Mounts Shasta and 
McLaughlin and the Three Sisters. The north- 
western weather made its infamous showing: one 
day of hot sun, two and a half days of intermit- 
tent drizzle, then more hot sun just in time for the 
rally. 

The Rendezvous was action packed: the 
masses were entertained by day at the workshops, 
and at night by the sounds of howls at the full 
moon between stunning performances by some 
great musicians. Other activities included flying 
with Project Lighthawk over the clearcut scabs 

and over Canyon 
Peak Roadless 
Area, or sweating 
at the lodge by 
the creek. Work- 
shops held dur- 
ing the week 
painted a diverse 
picture of our 
tribe, including 
such topics as 
predator 
reintroduction in 
the northwest, 
Community Or- 
ganizing, Hunt 
Sabotage, An- 
cient Forest Legis- 
lation update, EF! 
Foundation Re- 
port, Hobos from 
Hell (freight hop- 
ping), Endan- 
gered Species, EF! 
Journal, Over- 
population, 
Twenty-first Cen- 


tury Forestry for Activists, BC Ancient Forests, 
New Perspectives Forestry, Headwaters Update, 
Bioregional Caucuses, and Women's and Men's 
Caucuses, and many others. A family from Happy 
Camp, CA, came from town for the rally and 
enjoyed itself immensely, while the rest of the 
town was holding a protest against our presence. 
They had been promised by the Freddies and the 
Sheriff that they would be arrested if they came. 
We all appreciated their candor and courage in 
coming and telling their stories about how much 
logging had been done in the area. The "Happy 
Campers" informed us that the yellow ribbon 
brigade and the Chamber of Commerce had 
organized the protest, and that the Freddies don't 
show up with 9mm pistols strapped to their sides 
when they go camping. For their effort, they 
received a standing ovation. 

Speakers, poets and performers at the rally 
enlivened our snnl<; with <nm e insp iring 
thoughts and tunes .{Poets Dermis Fritzinge^and 
Karen Coulter delivered poems of passion and 
fire. Musical storytelling by the Hundredth Mon- 
key Bassist enraptured the crowd. On dulcimer 
and banjo Beverly Cherner (a possible relative of 
Cherney?) tickled our ears with her tunes. Before 
the cold of the evening came, we heard from 
Dharmika and Joanne Rand on guitar. The SNAG 
guys came out and raised our consciousness 
about male issues with a naked song and dance 
about the meaning of being a new-age (still 
rhymes with sew-age) guy. Nobody could stop 
laughing, and a couple excited dogs came close to 
giving unsupervised circumcisions. Later that 
evening, Citizens Band jammed with "If I Can't 
Dance, I Don't Wanna Be Part Of Your Revolu- 
tion...". Judy Bari was back on fiddle, playing 
some of our favorite songs with ban joist George 
Shook and guitarist Darryl Cherney. When Dana 
Lyons took to the campfire, Sequoia compelled 
Dana to remove as many layers of clothes as 
possible. The Spikettes, led by Michele "Step-n- 
spike" Miller, treated us to the choreographed 
version of the "Earth First! Maid" song. The 
campfire kept roaring and building until the full 
moon appeared from behind the trees. By then, 
Lone Wolf Circles had begun his entrancing 
drumming, which lasted till the birds began 
chirping in the morning. Many in the crowd lost 
their clothes while dancing wildly around the 
fire. A short way from the campfire, several 
rowdy anarchists played musical chairs, with 
only one chair. If you were on the chair you were 
out, because everybody else was still slam danc- 
ing. 

Two actions followed the regional rendez- 
vous. A group of people attended a nonviolence 
preparation, thanks to the help of Rabinowitz, 
then they headed southward to the Headwaters 
forest, where Maxxam is cutting on the edge of 
the Headwaters grove (see p. 8-9). Another group 
hiked into the nearby Kalmiopsis Wilderness via 
the Babyfoot Lake trail to Canyon Peak. At 
Canyon Peak, the group wielded machetes, axes, 
and clippers to reopen a trail to Canyon Peak. 
The trail had been deleted from the Siskiyou 
Forest Service map because it offers an excep- 
tional view of the 24,000 acre Canyon Creek 
Roadless Area. The Freddies want to get into this 
area and gut it, though it would make a great 
addition to the eastern side of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness. 

This rendezvous brought us together to 
share our knowledge and commitment to saving 
the wild and preserving biodiversity, and it 
pointed out that we need to keep each othei 
active, for non-compromise requires vigilance! 

Special thanks go to the EF! Foundation and 
the Rendezvous committee for making this hap- 
pen. We especially thank Steve Marsden, who 
picked the site and braved the bureaucracy of the 
Forest Service to get us a permit and coordinate 
the event. We also thank Jim Flynn, the rally 
emcee, for doing a fine job, and Karen Wood for 
pulling all the workshops together. The North- 
west Regional Rendezvous cost a lot of money. 
To help assure that future rendezvous will hap- 
pen, in this area and others, send a tax-deductible 
contribution to the Earth First! Foundation, POB 
1683, Corvallis, OR 97339. 
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Working Together for A Change i Um... Could I talk with you for a minute... 


Many of the problems we run 
into in movement groups are those of 
domination within the movement. 

People join a social change 
movement in order to alleviate an 
external problem. Too often we are 
confronted with the same kind of 
behavior we find in our everyday 
lives. We’re all too often stifled by 
heavy-handed authority: bosses at 
work, parents or spouse at home and 
teachers at school. 

People want not only to be ac- 
cepted in these groups, but also to 
make a contribution and be active exp 
participants. In order to 
work successfully to ci 

change things we 
must also pay 

to our ^ 

behavior. S 

More often than a 

not, men are the M 

ones dominating 

group activity. Such oJ 

behavior is therefore 
termed a "masculine behavior pat- 
tern," not because women never act 
that way, but because it is generally 
men who do. 

Men are beginning to take re- 
sponsibility for their behavior. The 
following are some of the more com- 
mon problems to become aware of: 
Hogging the show. Talking too 
much, too long, too loud. 

Problem solver. Continually giving 
the answer or solution before others 
have had much chance to contribute. 
Speaking in capital letters. Giving 
one's own solutions or opinions as 
the final word on the subject, often 
aggravated by tone of voice and body 
posture. 

Defensiveness. Responding to every 
contrary opinion as though it were a 
personal attack. 

Nitpicking. Picking out minor flaws 
in statements of others and stating 
the exception to every generality. 

Restating. Especially what a woman 
has just said perfectly clearly. 

Attention seeking. Using all sorts of 
dramatics to get the spotlight. 

Task and content focus. To the ex- 
clusion of nurturing individuals or 
the group through attention to pro- 
cess and form. 

Put downs and one-up-manship. "I 
used to believe that, but now..." or 
"How can you possibly say that...?" 
Negativism. Finding something 
wrong or problematical in every- 
thing. 

Focus Transfer. Transferring the fo- 
cus of the discussion to one's own pet 
issues in order to give one's own pet 
raps. 

Residual office holder. Hanging on 
to former powerful positions. 

Self-listening. Formulating a re- 
sponse after the first few sentences, 
not listening to anything from that 
point on, and leaping in at the first 
pause. 

George Custerism. Intransigency 
and dogmatism; taking a last stand 
for one's position on even minor 
items. 

Condescension and paternalism. 

Being "on the make". Treating 
women seductively; using sexuality 
to manipulate women. 

Seeking attention and support 
from women while competing 
with men. 

Running the show. Continually 
taking charge of tasks before others 


have the chance to volunteer. 
Graduate studentitis. Protectively 
storing key group information for 
one's own use and benefit. 

Speaking for others. "A lot of us 
think that we should..." or "What so 
and so really meant was..." 

The full wealth of knowledge 
and skills is severely limited by such 
behavior. Women and men who are 
less assertive than others or who 
don't feel comfortable participating 
in a competitive atmosphere are, in 
effect, cut off from the interchange of 
experience and ideas. 

If sexism isn’t ended within so- 
cial change groups there can't be a 

) movement for real social change. 
Not only will the movement 
flounder amidst divisiveness, 
but the crucial issue of liberation 
from sex oppression will not be 
dealt with. Any change of society 
which does not include the freeing 
of women and men from oppressive 
sexrole conditioning, from subtle as 
well as blatant forms of male su- 
premacy, is incomplete. 

Here are some specific ways we 
can be responsible to ourselves and 
others in groups: 

Nof interrupting people who are 
speaking. We can even leave space 
after each speaker, counting to five 
before speaking. 

Becoming a good listener. Good 
listening is as important as good 
speaking. It's important not to with- 
draw when not speaking; good listen- 
ing is active participation. 

Getting and giving support. We 
can help each other be aware of and 
interrupt patterns of domination, as 
well as affirm each other as we move 
away from those ways. It is important 
that men support and challenge each 
other, rather than asking women to 
do so. This will also allow women 
more space to break out of their own 
conditioned role of looking after 
men's needs while ignoring their 
own. 

Not giving answers and solutions. 
We can give our opinions in a manner 
which says we believe our ideas to be 
valuable, but no more important 
than others' ideas. 

Relaxing. The group will do fine 
without our anxiety attacks. 

Not speaking on every subject. We 
need not share every idea we have, at 
least not with the whole group. 

Not putting others down. We need 
to check ourselves when we're about 
to attack or "one-up" another. We 
can ask ourselves, "Why am I doing 
this? What am I feeling? What do I 
need?" 

Interrupting others' oppressive be- 
havior. We should take responsibility 
for interrupting a brother who is ex- 
hibiting behavior which is oppressive 
to others and prohibits his own 
growth. It is no act of friendship to 
allow friends to continue dominating 
those around them. We need to learn 
caring and forthright ways of doing 
this. 

— exerpted from an article by Bill Moyers I 


By Tracy Bartlett 

We've all been handed a pretty bleak 
legacy, culturally. Communication 
skills are no exception. Since we've all 
been raised by the culture we want to 
abolish, it is no surprise that we some- 
times have trouble communicating, es- 
pecially about "touchy" issues. Many 
groups' focus and effectiveness have 
been diminished due to unresolved per- 
sonal and political tensions. So, here's 
some things that have been helpful; 
most of them are common sense things 
that you already know. Hopefully our 
communicating directly and honestly 
with each other reduces the chances of 
disruption, increases our effectiveness, 
and strengthens our community. 

TIPS ON LISTENING 
Note that the goal of listening is to better 
understand the person, not necessarily to 
agree with them. 

Paraphrasing: Repeating back to some- 
one some form of what they just said 
allows you to make sure you know what 
that person means. This is especially 
important when using words which 
have varied and personal interpreta- 
tions (such as: "appropriate," 
"committment," "soon," etc.) 

Reading between the lines: This is 
about paying attention, knowing 
people, and caring about them. For ex- 
ample, perhaps someone in your group 
has begun to chime in out of turn. This 
person may be interrupting because 
they feel knowledgeable, but unheard, 
on the subject being discussed. Giving 
them time to have to have their say may 
address it. Of course, if it's chronic, it's 
a different problem. 

Body language: Our bodies have not 
had nearly as much training on how to 
lie as have our conscious minds. Notice 
a speaker's (and your own) body lan- 
guage (posture, position, gestures), tone 
of voice, and eye contact. If someone 
with knotted fists is hissing through 
clenched teeth that the group decision 
is "just fine" with them, more discussion 
might be in order. Someone avoiding 
eye contact and fidgeting might be sig- 
naling that they are uncomfortable and 
could use patience and support. 

Listen for emotion as well as content: 
Sometimes we tell stories to pass along 
information but we also use story tell- 
ing to release the emotion which re- 
peatedly builds up. This is part of why 
recounting the "action from hell" sto- 
ries is a favorite EF1 pastime. Check for 
that before telling someone, "Oh, you 
told me that story already." 

Stay present: Pay attention to quieting 
your internal chatter. Internal conver- 
sation is the same as external, you 
cannot listen while you are talking. If it 
helps, agree to take a minute before 
speaking to collect your thoughts so 
you are not doing it while the other 
person is speaking. 

TIPS ON GIVING FEEDBACK 
Note that the goal in giving feedback is to 
offer information about how the person is 
I perceived by others, not to change them 
(that is their job, if they so choose.) 

Be direct: Speak directly to the person 
you are speaking about. No one likes to 

be talked about, particularly when 
they are right there in the group. 

Using vague terms may feel like it 


takes a little heat off you but it wastes a 
lot of the group's mental energy trying 
to figure out who "some people" are. 
Nor is it conducive to addressing the 
problems and finding a workable solu- 
tion. 

Be specific: Give concrete examples 
and use examples as close to the present 
as possible. "You just interrupted me 
and I'd like to finish what I was saying," 
is more understandable information 
than, "You never listen to anyone.." 
Plan the timing and situation: Make 
uninterrupted, undistracted time to 
talk. As someone is dashing off in a 
hurry or a meeting is just ending is not 
the time to bring something up; it could 
be a set up for a frustrating encounter. 
Limit information: Keep what you 
have to say focused on what is immedi- 
ate and useful. Be careful not to "stuff" 
emotions for so long that a "talk" turns 
into a tirade on everything that person 
has ever done that pissed you off. No 
one can take in and respond to that 
much. 

Report observations and reactions: 
Describe behavior rather than interpret 
it. "You just raised your voice and I feel 
like I have to compete to speak," is easier 
to hear than "You're an overbearing so 
and so." The former is less likely to 
trigger defensiveness and so enable the 
person to see their impact on others. 
This is not to imply that anyone needs 
to be coddled; sometimes it's just time 
to grow up. 

Joy and integrity 

Most of this is about things that 
are hard to say and hard to hear. Don't 
forget to make time to tell people what 
you like, what makes you enjoy their 
company. Everyone, even if they 
squirm, loves to hear that stuff. 

The real bottom line is integrity, 
you can use these ideas to manipulate 
people (corporate P.R. slimes use it, too) 
or to help make the groups you are 
involved with more comfortable and 
effective. Happy trials... 


the 

blank 

wall 


Tired of seeing computer-generated text 
stacked in neat little columns? Feel like your 
bioregion doesn't get enough editorial atten- 
tion? Wish that you could have a creative 
influence on the journal, but aren't lucky 
enough to live in Montana (or able to move 
here for a while)? Don't despair. Just send us 
enough material to fill up the center section of 
the journal. It's a Blank Wall, and you get as 
many cans of spray paint as you want. 

The center section of EFI, the pages that 
would be pages 19-22, is the space designated 
for the Blank Wall. We will not edit the Blank 
Wall. It is space to fill and anange as you desire. 
You will be completely responsible for any- 
thing you print on your pages . Lay it out if you 
want to, or take advantage of whatever exper- 
tise we may be able to offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank 
Wall, and you will get your chance when your 
turn comes around, unless another group 
needs the space for a particularly urgent issue. 
Have at! 

The Blank Wall for this issue is by the 
Hunt Saboteurs. 
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Well, this hunt sab campaign has been going on for five years 
now, and we've changed a lot in that time. What started out as an annual 
pilgrimage to the Desert Sheep Hunt by a small gang of California hunt 
sabs has turned into a loose network of activists all around the west. Our 
numbers now include anti-grazing activists, predator advocates, anarchists 
and ecologists, as well as the usual anti-hunters. Our "message" is not 
simply about animal population numbers, ecology, or the morality of 
hunting, though these are included. What is being shouted out all around 
this country (& the world) is that the entire hunting establishment, with 
its pathological fascination with domination, control, and killing, has got 
to go. 

Our efforts this past season reflect this diversity. We began in 
August with an immaculately orchestrated but strategically disastrous 
effort to stop the hunting of the rare Tule Elk at Grizzly Island, a state-run 
game ranch near San Francisco. Despite a superb effort and record atten- 
dance, the impossible (flat) terrain and aggressive police tactics prevailed, 
and the elk were left undefended (see "...for law"). Over twenty people 
were arrested the first weekend in an attempted disruption, and others 
were arrested later for blockades. Similar dynamics also marred our efforts 
to disrupt a kids-only deer hunt in Sonoma County in September. 

October found us on more familiar terrain— a 2-week long disrup- 
tion of the Cache Creek "Wilderness" Tule Elk hunt. The F&G wardens' 
efforts to squelch us were similarly intense, but the terrain was more 
condusive to camouflage, evasion, and escape. Simultaneous elk hunt 
disruptions took place in southern Oregon by a new sab group from 
Ashland. In November we began heading into the Sierra Nevada and Coast 
Ranges to practice some covert bear hunt sabbing on unsuspecting 
houndsmen, in preparation for what we hope will be a more concerted 
effort in 1991. December found us once again in the Mohave (see story 
below). 

As the California season wound to a close, our attention was drawn 
to Montana, where the Yellowstone Bison migration was threatening to 
become another season of slaughter. Five Bison had been killed in No- 
vember, two of the kills documented by activists to the surprise of Mon- 
tana officials. A dozen of us showed up on site in late December, and 
during the two months that we maintained our presence there, no Bison 
were killed. (Wildlife officials stated that no hunting would occur as long 
as activists were present). 

We hope the coming season will see an even greater diversity of 
actions and participants, and in greater numbers as well. We urge you to 
start your own sab group, and if you like, join ours. But above all do get in 
touch, stay in touch, and get out there and help us occupy the killing 
fields. 


Direct action on behalf of wildlife. 

POBox2981, Santa Cruz, CA 9 5 0 6 3 


HUNT SABOTAGE IN THE MOHAVE 

by Desert Tortoise 

We arrive at base camp — a small jumble of four wheel 
drive vehicles and spots of tent color among the creosote 
bushes and sand — with an escort; — the Department of Squish 
and Maim had been waiting for us on the main highway, 
followed, then led us to the turn off, followed us up the 
side road wash, waited behind as we checked that it was the 
right place, then stopped us and charged us with possession 
of feathers of nongame birds — raven, owl, and seagull — 
scattered all over our dashboard. I asked why they were 
harassing us since I hadn't even seen a bighorn sheep yet. 
"But you' re friends with these people who consider them- 
selves hunt saboteurs, " the official explained with righ- 
teous emphasis, waiting for my — what? moral shock? righ- 
teous indignation? Guilt by association with a tribe that 
cares in an age of no empathy — people who rise in the four 
a.m. chill black, as a 19 year old saboteur laughs, baa-ing 
like a sheep, "Save me! It's time to get up!" 

We collect each other by the small fire, exchanging 
needed binoculars and airhoms — one for each team of two — 
dressed in desert camouflage and desert-colored sweaters, 
gloves, waterbottles, dusty boots. The vehicles take off 
with groups of us jammed in the back, jutting knees and 
expectation, watching for the inevitable F&G vehicle lights 
to swing around and follow us. Our driver slows at the 
turn-off, then spins onto the side road in a cloud of fine 
powder as the headlights behind us come to a halt. We bail 
out over the tailgate headfirst when we're within half an 
hour' s walk of our area and run into the darkness off the 
road. 

Every morning the sky' s slow awakening is a solemn 
rebirth, more spiritual than any cathedral as the greys 
turn lavender then blue over rose — the mountains take shape 

continued... 







Duck Slaughter & Rescue in Australia 


Following is an eyewitness account of 
the first two days of the most recent Australian 
duck season, which is notoriously one of the 
most indescriminate and alcohol-drenched 
animal slaughters in the world. It is disrupted 
and documented every year by Animal Lib and 
EF! activists: 

...A Spoonbill had been shot and was 
now struggling in the water behind the fence 
line on private property. The police informed 
the rescuers that if they attempted to cross the 
fenceline to collect the protected bird, they 


would be arrested for trespassing. The channel 
7 film crew were horrified, so they asked if it 
was OK for them to go in and rescue the 
injured birds. Finally the police agreed to let 
the film crew in, but insisted that they walk 
around the fence and not under it. It took 45 
minutes to walk around the fence. Late on 
Sunday afternoon, a large group of shooters 
were seen shooting at protected birds such as 
cormorants in the trees. Young darters which 
had fled from their nests were terrified. 

The distressed rescuers finally gave up 
and came into camp with several of the aban- 


doned shot birds. A coalition organizer was 
told that police did not have radio contact 
with rangers and that unless they could physi- 
cally be found there was no way of getting 
them on the scene. The same organizer was 
standing on the water's edge w.th police. A 
group of shooters were pulling in their boat. 
When they saw the police they tied the boat 
and began to sort their bags. Through binocu- 
lars it was clearly visible that they were leaving 
many dead birds in the boat. When the 
organiser asked police to check, she was told 
that this was not the job of the police and that 
they were not trained to identify birds... 

— EXERPTED FROM ECONET 


Dorks Unlimited 

According to Ducks Unlimited, "70% 
of North America's waterfowl depend on 
Canadian breeding grounds for survival." 
One such breeding ground is the Oak 
Hammok Marsh, an 8,600 acre wetland, 
prairie and oak forest reserve in southern 
Manitoba. It is a staging and breeding area 
for over 250 species of birds, a fact that 
stresses the need to preserve it. 

Ducks Unlimited (DU) is responding 
to this need with a bold plan to construct a 
54,000 sq. ft. national headquarters and 
interpretive center in the middle of the 
reserve. Construction of the office complex 
and the paving of roads and parking areas 
will, according to DU, "reduce dust" in the 
marsh. It is also planned that the sewage 
generated by the projected 210,000 visitors 
per year will be generously donated to the 
marsh ecosystem. 

The plan is entirely consistent with 
the organizational policies of DU, who 
contributed to the purchase of the marsh in 
the late '60s. "Well... first they buy a 
swamp..." said DU expert Melba Jones in a 
fabricated interview, "and then they start 
doing awful things to its feathered inhabit- 
ants. I guess they realized that buildings 
would be more effective than shotguns in 
the long run..." 

Send comments to John E. Walker, 
President of Ducks Unlimited Inc., 6025 
Heards Lane' Galveston, TX 77551, and 
Friends of Oak Hammok Marsh, POB 3125, 
Winnepeg, MB R3C 4E6 Canada. 


it's hushed genocide of native peoples in other lands, 12,000 elk 
about to be killed in Alberta, 569 bison from Yellowstone killed 
in 1989, two-thirds of the herd, and the bison wander across 
unknown boundaries today, stand like soft staring pillows as the 
bullets plow into their sides, streaming blood and orphaning 
calves, agonized grunts of shock as the big animals finally fall. 
Prairie dogs pop out of their holes to see what's going on when 
explosions sound above them and their own heads splash crimson — 
loss of sensibility as contestants vie with each other to see who 
can kill the most. 

Where lurk the hunters today? In Cinnamon for several 
days our people have trailed them unseen, ready to blast the horn 
when they aim. In Jackass, two saboteurs were pursued by and 
angry agency bench-man, racing across the scrabble, dropping into 
a gulch when expected to top a ridge— waiting for four hours, 
watching their pursuers, walking back miles in the dark to canp. 

A shot echoes from Cinnamon to Hell' s Holes and we talk around 
the fire of the auction hunter spending $40, 000 to kill a sheep 
in the course of two weeks with guides, trucks, precision scopes 
and no competition, of the big-eared kit foxes seen following us 
along the wash as we walk out to meet our pick up in the gather- 
ing night . The chollas glow with the last golden light on the 
mountains as we count the stretching shadow time before the 
hunters can shoot no longer that day — animal rights and ecologist 
activists united, accepting differences in a common effort for 
those who can't respond quickly enough, those who have slowly, 
perfectly adapted to plants with sharp defenses, predators' claws 
and teeth, ho water, searing heat— like the desert tortoise now 
slowly starving as the cattle trod everything under, dehydrating, 
dying from stress as the oblivious 0RV roars by. Every year the 
hunters get their sheep, their stolen status, but the power, 
dignity and grace are left with the Mohave . Every year the 
saboteur family returns from different corners of modern exist- 
ence knowing that we succeed as we fail, like the falling stars 
that leave long arcs imprinted on the mind in the midst of 
darkness. 
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over us, great rock formations and canyons. We watch for 
dawn movements as the brush around us becomes more than 
intimations . Time to lay out plans as the land is laid out 
before us, climb to the top of the best peak for watching 
and settle in, scuffling small stones to one side for a 
place to sit, trying to avoid placing feet on the small 
red-tipped barrel cactus, eeking life out of the cracks 
between the rocks. Days stretch into the eternity of sun 
and mountain upliftings, recurrent volcanos trailing cinder 
cones. The hunters having been warned of where we are, the 
vast blue is still, distant mountains seemingly in soli- 
tude, no signs of moving life as our binoculars endlessly 
scan the roads for trucks, the washes for searching hunt- 
ers, then the mountain crags for sheep. My first conpanion 
had a way of riveting from a conversation or our footsteps' 
direction to suddenly peer at a distant road or ridge where 
nothing seemed visible, then sighting a truck with binocu- 
lars or once a ram — suddenly profiled against the deep blue 
afternoon sky — massive, bearing the great curling horns of 
his downfall, his species' survival, staring at us motion- 
less before disappearing as suddenly as he was seen back 
over the ridge — all power and serenity, the qualities 

brain-dead hunters try to 
take for themselves, to 
fill their void 1 — forceful 
possession the rule of our 
anti-society . 

"The animal comes to 
me , " a hunter explained, "I 
love it — it's like having 
sex with it and the climax 
cctnes when I kill it." 

Rape and conquest are 
seized in many forms — these 
days no wiser than the 
massacres of Indians, 
buffalo, pronghorn antelope 
when life was wilder. Now 




Bison Update 


If animals were able to comprehend their own legal status, the 
Yellowstone bison would probably be among the most confused critters on 
the planet. The comment period just ended on the Park Service/State of 
Montana Bison Management Plan, but there will be no final policy 
until possibly February 1993. In the meantime, the status quo rules, 
which means bison will not be allowed out of their park. The 
sacred cows are out on the bison range again this summer, and 
any wandering bison will either be "hazed non-lethally" (which 
doesn't work) back into the park or shot. Three were killed 
in June by state and federal wardens. The rest have been 
harassed back into the park, contrary to their natural 
migration urges. And this winter, when they leave the 
high altitudes for new ranges, they will be 
"fair game" once again. It will be up to 
us to be there to intervene, and to take 
a stand for wild ecosystems and free- 
roaming bison. 

The things we do for law... 

Legal headaches have been getting worse for us. People 
have been recieving hefty fines and probations for petty 
offenses such as possession of non-game bird feathers and 
speeding in boats. Hunt areas have been closed to the public, 
making it easy for the authorities to press trespassing charges, 
even on public lands. (A dozen were charged with $700 fines and 
100 hours community service at Grizzly Island. Some have already 
served hefty jail time instead, but the case is being appealed). In Cache Creek, game wardens 
produced mysterious search warrants and invaded our motel room twice, hauling away those 
people with warrants. Lee Dessaux has served two jail sentences already this year, 30 days for the 
bison action, and a week for Grizzly Island. Another bison activist may be tried any week now. 

So, if there is any lesson in this, it is not that we should cool down our effort; it is, simply, 
that we should not get caught. Don't come to sabs with busted tail-lights, out-of-date registrations 
or warrants. Be cautious out in the field — we can't always get you a lawyer, try as we might. 

Extra extra special thanks must go to Larry Weiss and Dan Whaley, the ever-commit- 
ted lawyers from Northern CA, for accepting those collect calls at weird hours, and for just being 
there when push comes to shove. We'd all be in jail or broke without them. 



COYOTE 
UPDATE: 

Extermination 
Continues 

This was the sec- 
ond year for the 
Arizona Game and 
Fish Department's 
(AGFD) "Spring 
Helicopter Coyote 
Kill". The AGFD and the Prescott National Forest 
use the coyote as a scapegoat for the decline of the 
pronghorn antelope. They ignore the fact that 
the poor ecological condition of habitat due to 
year-round over grazing is the true cause of an- 
telope decline. Lawsuits and protests were unsuc- 
cessful, and the gunning date was set for April 
8th. 



Approximately forty people from the 
Prescott area gathered together the night of April 
7th to enact our final protest. After driving out to 
the area of the Prescott National Forest where tne 
shootings were taking place, we divided into 
parties of about six and spread out over a forty 
square mile area. Our goal was to distract the 
hunters and the gunners by using kites, flags, 
banners, and waving arms. Mountain bikes were 
used to follow the helicopters on off-road terrain. 

We woke before dawn on April 8th, 
waiting for the gunning helicopters to appear. As 
the sun rose over the hills in the East, we could 
clearly see the severe 
damage done to the 
land by cattle graz- 
ing. It was a 
wasteland, devoid 
of life, and sur- 
vived only by 
thistles and 
trampled prickly 
pear. Large gulleys 
widened by erosion 
led into a rancid stock 



pond surrounded, not by tall native grasses, but 
by barren dirt covered by hoof marks and ma- 
nure. 

Soon, the low buzzing of a helicopter was 
heard in the distance, and the ominous gunning 
helicopter appeared, flying low on the horizon. 
It slowly circled back and forth, searching for 
coyote. Cow carcasses were used to lure the 
coyotes out into open fields where an easy, 
unobstructed hit was possible. The copter made 
its way closer to our group standing defi- 
antly on a hill, waving kites and 
protest banners. It avoided 
flying over us. Instead it 
circled around and would 
duck into a hidden valley, 
and then we would hear 
gunshots. We heard about 
two-dozen gunshots on the 
first day. Twenty coyotes 
were reportedly slaughtered. 

A total of about forty- 
six coyotes were reportedly 
killed, down from 100 the 
year before. Pressure from 
citizen protests, media, and 
the fact that the hunt is an 
unnecessary and faulty pro- 
cess (no antelope fawn sur- 
vived last season, even after 
the hunt), will perhaps re- 
duce next years kill to zero. 

The important thing 
now is to convince people 
that severe habitat destruc- 
tion by cattle is the real prob- 
lem that demands attention. 

"The issue is over-grazing," 
says Peter Galvin, local ac- 
tivist and educator. "Even if 
they shot every coyote in the 
state of Arizona, the anelope 
herd would still be in decline. 

Their habitat is so overgrazed, 
it can no longer support the 
antelope. Removing the 


cattle is the only solution." 

For more information contact: Prescott 
National Forest Friends, (602) 776-1152. 


— Tallahassee May, in 
Kokopelli's Seed. 



About 15 of us in California, responding 
to concerns expressed about exclusivity, sexism, 
and overall communication in the hunt sab com- 
munity, met in June to begin dealing with some 
of our issues. 

Through a general discussion we defined 
and clarified what was meant by "exclusivity," 
namely 'How accessable does the group appear to 
newcomers?' Do our dynamics keep people from 
returning? 

We did a go-round (each person speaking 
in turn, uninterupted) about each of our experi- 
ences when we first participated in a hunt sab. 
Many common issues surfaced: 

•Availability of information — New 
people felt that they were "tagging along" instead 
of actually engaging in actions. It was expressed 
that new people could have been given more 
orientation — histories of actions in that given 
area and other areas, maps and map skills, etc.... 

•Language — Some folks said they had 


felt left out by the use of acronyms (DFG, ADC, 
BLM...), half-sentences (Wilson is hot, mouth 
people should keep their ears open . . .), and previ- 
ous action stories which were not explained and 
were therefore inaccessable. 

•Atmosphere — Evenings 'round the 
campfire reminded some of college parties and 
parents' hunting parties... 

We realized that these problems would 
only diminish when every individual took full 
responsibility for them, One concrete thing we 
could do would be to overhaul our nightly meet- 
ings, firstly by setting aside more time for meet- 
ings, and secondly, by putting more emphasis on 
process, designating half the meeting time to 
how people are feeling (relaxed, intimidated, 
uncertain). It is hoped that these changes, and 
others as we discover them, will help all of us find 
a place to be heard, a place to fit in. 

In the course of our June meeting, we 
decided to work on process/vibes/gender issues 
before working on tactics and logistics. We 
hope this model will help us by letting us 
have energy to give to listening and 
communicating, instead of saving it for 
the end of the meeting when we're all 
tired. It is also hoped that we will be able 
to integrate the personal issues that come 
up into the logistical decisions (e.g., 
someone who feels they need map & 
compass skills can then be paired the next 
day with someone who can share those 
skills)... 

We also did a go-round (again, 
uninterupted) first of the women only 
and then of the men, to better understand 
the gender-specific experiences of people 
who've been hunt sabbing. We found 
that a lot of the "roadblocks" experienced 
by newcomers never went away for 
women, even after years of involvement. 
Among the things contributing to this 
were: 


•Meeting Dynamics — Male domination 
of group discussions (through interuptions, con- 
trolling air time...) was strongly felt. 

•Defining "strength" — Both the over- 
emphasis on and the narrow defenition of 
"strength," many women felt, were condescend- 
ing. While physical stamina is recognized as a 
plus, there are many other strengths (e.g., ability 
to track and spot hunters, ability 7 to stay hidden, 
ability to deal with confrontation...) that should 
also be emphasized. 

•Being "the girlfriend"_when hetero- 
sexual couples were involved, women (who ei- 
ther showed up for the first time with a male 
friend, or who showed up to join a male friend 
who had been sabbing for years) felt that they 
were reduced to "so-and-so's girlfriend." 

Some good ideas for addressing these 
were discussed, such as having women-space at 
the hunt sab for camping and hanging out, and 
having more women's groups meeting and going 
sabbing. 

These issues had been discussed before 
between individuals but this was our first attem pt 
at addressing them as a group. It was round one, 
and it went really well. We have more to unpack 
but the communication felt direct and honest. 
People were taking responsibility for their own 
behavior and attitudes and not blaming others. 
It seems we all felt pretty excited about what we 
had learned as well as about trying out some 
concrete solutions. Stay tuned... 


Also discussed at the meeting... 
a Provisional 1991 Fall Schedule: 
— in Lake County, California — 
Cache Creek Tule Elk Hunt 
Rendezvous/ Action 
October 16 — 30 
Is that it? Well no, the rest is a secret. 

For updates call, (408)438-8631 
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or store counter. Easy home-study 
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Mexico City Realities 


By Joe Keenan 

Living in Mexico City has its 
drawbacks. Fifteen or 20 or 25 mil- 
lion people (you count them) share 
the air, water, land, food and space 
under an insistent sun on a high, 
arid plateau, with all sides closed in 
by tall mountains that deny outlet 
for streams or sewage. Who the 
hell's idea was it to live here, any- 
how? 

The Aztecs chose the site, ac- 
cording to legend, because they saw 
an eagle perched on a nopal, or 
prickly pear cactus, clutching a snake 
in its talons. The eagles have long 
since left the valley of Mexico — 
probably soon after the Aztecs settled 
in — but the nopales and snakes still 
survive. 

Late spring in Mexico City is 
arguably the worst place and time to 
be an aerobic organism. Whatever 
oxygen hasn't been sizzled into 
ozone gas travels around timidly in 
clouds of carbon monoxide, lead 
and sulphur dioxide. Other miscre- 
ants, particularly those dubbed 
"suspended particles" in the smog 
literature, coat every exposed sur- 
face and bring tears to the eyes. 
After an average day in the city, 
when you wash your face, these 
particles leave an impression on your 
towel like the Shroud of Turin. We 
like to think of our particles as just 
everyday dust, but every now and 
then some scientist conducts a study 
that reminds us of what we want to 
forget: these particles are actually 
some strange larval stage, which 
have been baking in the sun during 
the dry winter months and now 
float as dusty spores seeking new 
places to breed infection and dis- 
content. Crusty old shitflakes, hour- 
long shitstorms — in your lungs, in 
your eyes, in your face. 

Apparently, in those United 
States of North America, a concept 
is circulating called biophilia, "an 
inherent human need to affiliate 
deeply and closely with the natural 
environment, particularly its other 
living organisms," according to one 
description I read. If biophilia is 
truly an inherent human need, then 
Mexico City is its Heartbreak Hotel. 
Here, if it's nature you're looking 
for, you might as well forget it. 

A little fatalism goes a long way 
in an environment like ours. We 
read about futurists planning model 
communities and wonder what 
model they have in mind for a 
madhouse of 20 million. We mar- 
vel at the theories of naturalists and 
environmental philosophers, but we 
know they don't really apply to us. 
It could be a fascinating subject for 
study and reflection. We are as close 
as anyone to experiencing the death 
of nature, the scientifically pure, 
industrial end-state. But to study it, 
a naturalist would have to live here, 
and that's asking a lot of even the 
most altruistic of them. 

The policymakers forced to deal 
with the fouling of the cradle of 
Mexican civilization seem a little 
overwhelmed by the prospect. Some 
of their ideas are catchy, even per- 
versely pleasurable, such as the 
program that requires all cars in the 
city to stay at home one day a week. 
In theory, rich and poor alike would 
have to give up the comfort and 
insulation of their vehicles to brave 


a new world of public transporta- 
tion and foot travel. In practice, the 
rich buy a back-up car for the day, 
their "main" car stays at home, and 
the poor board the crowded buses, 
with which they are already famil- 
iar. Now some suggest a once-a- 
month "day without cars," on which 
all private vehicles would be forced 
to stay at home. It's a trend that gets 
more interesting as it goes along, 
but there will probably be a way 
around it, too. 

So much needs doing, and so 
much of it is simple to do, that the 
fact that we do so little is testament 
only to the apathy and fatalism that 
takes hold when things get too bad. 
No recycling occurs, officially any- 
way, anywhere in Mexico City. 
Unofficially, some 300,000 families 
are said to live from the pickings at 
the city's massive trash dumps, and 
some of that picking undoubtedly 
involves recycling. No serious con- 
servation program exists for water 
(pumped up, over and in from sur- 
rounding pueblos, some more than 
100 miles away, which are subse- 
quently left without a drop) or for 
electricity (although recent rate 
hikes might have had more than 
just consumer-gouging as their in- 
spiration). The federal government 
has made no real effort since the 
1985 earthquakes to decentralize, 
that is, to send some of its least 
essential agencies off to where they 
can actually contribute something, 


the Forest 

By JakeJagoff 

Flies. Everywhere flies. In my 
eyes, ears, mouth and other ana- 
tomically sensitive areas. I swat, 
blow and generally flail at air as 
swarms of them welcome me to the 
first Earth First! Round River Ren- 
dezvous in Australia. The rendez- 
vous site, nestled in a campground 
along the banks of the upper 
Murray River, is novel in that while 
we are camped in Victoria, we only 
need to swim across the river to 
enter New South Wales. The Aussie 
brand of the RRR is decidedly differ- 
ent for several reasons, some obvi- 
ous and some requiring keen ana- 
lytical abilities beyond yours truly's 
limited braincase. 

The most obvious difference is 
beer or, specifically, the lack of it. 
Beer, in a Jagoffian's mind, is the 
first measure of whether a rendez- 
vous can be deemed a success or a 
failure. Rendezvous without ample 
supplies of it are boring and encour- 
age constructive dialogue, letter 
writing and conditioned responses 
to global environmental crises. 

Another obvious difference be- 
tween the inaugural RRR in OZ and 
previous RRRs in the States is size. 
The numbers game, being a particu- 
larly short-sighted, Western ap- 
proach to gauging interest levels, is 
a bogus way to describe an RRR but 
I'll use it anyway with some added 
explanation. Between 125-150 
folks have attended at least a por- 
tion of the four-day event; I'd say I 


or at least stop cluttering up the 
capital. No car pool programs exist, 
nor fast lanes for poolers, nor stag- 
gered office or school-opening 
hours, nor projects to put bricks in 
every toilet bowl. In short, none of 
the usual stop-gap, band-aid, last- 
ditch, well-intentioned, half-assed 
measures so popular farther north 
have caught on here. Very little at 
all, in fact, is being done to make 
industrial society prettier, friendlier, 
cleaner, more urbane, more com- 
fortable or more human. 

To which I tend to say, "bravo." 
The modern world as imposed on 
the third world (or has it been moved 
up to the second now?) is not a 
candidate for fine-tuning or cos- 
metic relief. Here the balance be- 
tween the benefits of progress and 
its price clearly tilts toward the lat- 
ter. Someone somewhere else must 
beteeping the benefits. Here, they 
just get stuck with the bill. 

Which is why, for all its draw- 
backs, Mexico City can be an in- 
structive place to live. 

Most days of the year the hori- 
zon here is lost completely to haze. 
The mountains that surround us 
must be inferred or remembered; 
they can't be seen. Yet looking into 
the haze you can somehow see more 
clearly than ever that something is 
seriously, dangerously, intuitively 
wrong with progress as packaged 
and presented by its usurpers. And 
you can understand why women 


that only one- third are here because 
they're active or wish to become 
active in Earth First!. Another third 
are here because they are margin- 
ally interested in neanderthal envi- 
ronmentalism and the communal 
lifestyle of such gatherings. The 
final third are hanging on to what- 
ever form of social interaction they 
can latch onto, regardless of the 
political, social or environmental 
cause. Veteran EFiers in the States 
are familiar with these rendezvous 
types, and, in the case of the latter 
group, recognize them as the next 
delegates to Jim Jones' sequel, 
Jonestown II: A Haven for Rendezvous 
Parasites. 

The people who are here be- 
cause of a genuine interest and com- 
mitment to EF! impress me. Many 
of them are full of that EF! piss and 
vinegar, sick of reductionist envi- 
ronmentalists, and ready to tackle 
the timber beasts, mining giants, 
corrupt politicians, whimpering 
bureaucraps and the misguided 
public head on. We discussed how 
Australian EF!ers are faring in their 
efforts to protect native plant and 
animal species/communities, 
roughly identified larger ecosys- 
tems and generally developed vi- 
sionary wilderness proposals. 

An unfortunate, but perhaps 
necessary exercise for fledgling EF! 
groups is the philosophical debate 
between orthodox non-violent ac- 
tion and monkeywrenching. This 
consumed time and energy that I 
felt could have been spent brain- 
storming on future actions and tar- 


From Cape Kenedy we hear. . . 

The planet like a fallen fruit 
lies rotting; frantic maggots 
erupt, blindly, groping outward 
to new hosts. . . 

And, a Bulletin from the AMA. . . 
Good news and bad news; 

We have conquered all the plagues 
mankind endured before; 
Unfortunately. . . the planet 
has developed a stubborn 
mnning sore. . . 

And in L.A., the Weatherman says. . 

Miasmic vapors rise, to fornicate 

with saffron skies; 

clotted streams pulse languidly 

toward the ocean; 

outlook for coastal areas 

is peristaltic motion. . . 

■ 

i— P auline L. Olson 


say that if an alternative to indus- 
trial society is possible, humans will 
likely find and develop it below the 
Tortilla Curtain, far from the Com- 
fort Zone of modem consumer so- 
ciety. Mexico City is certainly not 
the place to come and live the good 
life. But for all the wrong reasons, it 
might be a better place than most to 
start to search for it. 

Ed note: foe Keenan tells us that in a 
moment of either inspiration or unusu- 
ally high lead levels, he has considered 
overcoming his fatalism long enough 
to establish a Mexico EF! group (see the 
Directory). Please contact him to pro- 
vide ideas, encouragement or a cure. 


gets, cobwebbing between far-flung 
EFiers and groups, or even drinking 
some piss and telling some lies. The 
dichotomy between these ap- 
proaches to direct action is very real 
in Australia and is reflected in the 
divergence between hardline, 
means-justify-ends EF! types and 
more passive, don't-piss-anyone- 
off RAG (Rainforest Action Group) 
types. 

Suffice it to say that consensu?" 
on NVA vs. monkeywrenching, 
didn't emerge, but certainly a 
broader awareness of Earth First! 
and its more potent brand of envi- 
ronmentalism filtered through 
those partaking in the RRR. 1 

No rendezvous is complete 
without music, and this one was no 
exception. Despite the fact there 
were no EF! soul bangers present, 
and only Jagoff's form of rhythmic 
distemper — prescription for musi- 
cal disaster — we forged ahead 
thanks to Canopy's foresight in 
bringing an EF! Little Green 
songbook. Soon guitar, provided 
courtesy of the Renegade Action 
Group, filled the air and voices 
wailed to such classics as Johnny 
Sagebrush's "Thinking Like a 
Mountain," Keith Hammer's 
"Blessed Land of Grizzly," Greg 
Keeler's "Chugwater Buffalo," 
Walkin Jim Stoltz's "Spirit is still on 
the Run," and, lest we forget, 
Nagasaki's "Monkeywrench Blues." 
It was a sight to behold and one of 
my moments of inspiration (we had 
bought some beer by then, too), and 

continued next page 
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Malaysian Blockade 

continued front previous page 


I felt some rumbling's of EF!'s ethos 
amongst my new-found Aussie 
friends. 

Following the rendezvous, ap- 
proximately 30 of us made our way 
over the Victorian Alps and up to 
the unbelievably rich forest ecosys- 
tems of East Gippsland where an 
action was expected. Unlike tropi- 
cal, subtropical, or monsoonal 
rainforest types, Victorian 
rainforests are classified as cool tem- 
perate or warm temperate forests. 
According to the Department of 
Conservation and Environment 
(DCE), "Warm temperate rainforest 
is usually found in wet gullies and is 
comparatively rich in plant types, 
including many not found else- 
where in the state. It is typically 
draped with climbing plants." DCE 
describes cool temperate rainforest 
as, . .occurring at higher altitudes 
where it is sometimes exposed to 
snow. It has a greater number of 
mosses, lichens and liverworts than 
warm temperate rainforest, and a 
smaller variety of larger plants." 

During my visit to East 
Gippsland, I was fortunate enough 
to see both types. Walking through 
the misty Errinundra Plateau be- 
neath tall, wet eucalypt forest of 
ancient Shining Gum and Cuttail 
towering over an understory of tree 
ferns, Southern Sassafras, and Black 
Oliveberry, I half expected Frodo to 
emerge from one of the many hol- 
lows in these massive trees. Here in 
this enchanted forest, one finds Al- 
pine Ash and Mountain Plum Pine, 
a shrub that grows on the plateau as 
a tree and may live for hundreds of 
years. 

East Gippsland 's forests are 
home to several arboreal mammals 
including the Greater Glider and 
Yellow-bellied Glider (flying squir- 
rels), as well as the Boobook, Sooty, 
and Powerful Owls. The Powerful 
Owl is the world's largest and, as 
such, requires large tracts of undis- 
turbed forest to sustain its popula- 
tion. Other rare/endangered wild- 
life inhabiting the area are the 
Long-footed Potoroo, Jervis Bay 
Tree Frog and an only recently — 
discovered giant earthworm. 

The campaign to protect these 
globally unique ecosystems is far 
from over. For two decades forest 
activists worked to safeguard the 
rainforests from logging and 
woodchipping, culminating in a 
very successful direct action cam- 
paign last summer. Actions and 
demonstrations went on in East 
Gippsland and also in Melbourne 
for two months before the Victorian 
Government agreed to stop logging 
in rainforests. 

The victory was bittersweet, 
however, due to typical govern- 
mental/timber industry collusion. 
The minister of DCE, one Mr. 
Crabb, defied the scientific commu- 
nity (including botanists on DCE's 
own Rainforest Technical Commit- 
tee) by redefining a rainforest. Ac- 
cording to Crabb and his cronies, 
rainforest that has tall eucalypts 
(sclerophylls) breaking through the 
canopy is not rainforest, and thus 
can be logged or, worse yet, 
woodchipped at will. 

Ecowarriors: can you say 
backstabbed? 

In East Gippsland, the travel- 


ling EFlers joined the East 
Gippsland Coalition (the regional 
network of grassroots groups/indi- 
viduals who coordinated last year's 
campaign) for their planned action. 
We had thoughts of setting the DCE 
straight on what constitutes a 
rainforest, but we were sadly disap- 
pointed. For reasons I'm not en- 
tirely clear on, nothing happened 
short of some bushwalks into the 
forests. At a meeting held the day 
after the EF! contingent showed up, 
it didn't take an experienced vibes- 
keeper to recognize that some 
people there were more 
concerened about an EF! presence 
them on actually focusing the en- 
ergies of those in attendance. I 
insisted that with over 50 activists 
on hand and no shortage of targets 
in sight, an action seemed plau- 
sible. 

The best target in my mind was 
the Regional forester, Gary Squires, 
who presides over the forests of East 
Gippsland and resides in the log- 
ging hamlet of Orbost. Several folks 
supported this idea, but without 
any help or leadership from the East 
Gippsland Coalition, the action 
fizzled and the energy waned. 

In the end, ironically enough, it 
was EFlers who played the main- 
stream game by travelling to Orbost 
to have an unannounced chat with 
Squires. We fired questions (some 
soft flyballs and some line drives) at 
DCE's forest Ayatollah, which he 
fielded fairly well, being the slick, 


well-paid bureaucrap that he is. I 
learned a great deal about the neces- 
sity of increasing woodchipping 
quotas, logging remaining old 
growth and dissecting an already 
fragmented ecosystem. 

I did not absorb a great deal in 
the way of realistic assessments of 
habitat considerations for rare, 
threatened and endangered species, 
nor did I hear much in terms of 
linking up the existing protected 
areas (national parks). Squires flat 
out dropped the ball when repeat- 
edly questioned about logging in 
drainages and on ridges directly 
adjacent to Errinundra National 
Park, a 25,100 hectare park created 
in July, 1988 . I'm afraid the park is 
symbolic of too little too late when 
it comes to protection of a viable 
ecosystem capable of maintaining 
the area's biological integrity and 
genetic flow. 

I'm really glad I went to the 
Aussie RRR and visited East 
Gippsland's magical forests, and 
look forward to working with the 
Melbourne EF! bunch and isolated 
EFlers in the coming year on a host 
of forest/ecosystem/wilderness is- 
sues. Earth First! in Oz is attempting 
to become more than just a slogan, 
and if I have my way, EF!'s pugna- 
cious, don't-tread-on-me brand of 
environmentalism is going to win 
respect and an identity here among 
both its adversaries and the envi- 
ronmental community. 



| Dear EF! Friends, 

Here's a copy of a flyer we are 
distributing among the Akimel 
Olothhaml (Gila River Pima). All 
that is reflected in this work is oc- 
curring in Gila River. 

Anger at the constant destruc- 
tion and molestation of our beauti- 
ful "Jehwed" (Earth, Home) is fi- 
nally being realized by the people 
this drawing represents — We feel it 
is time to demand tribal teachings 


for our school children, elimina- 
tion of the BIA asssholes, forceful 
protection of our lands, and a 
greater understanding of our de- 
pendence on Jehwed. 

Of course we are still fighting 
the many faces of oppression. But 
we have and probably always 
will... 

— In Unity, Akimel Olothham 
Bahban (River People Coyotes) 





Letter 
from 
Sarawak 


The native people of the 
Belega, Tatau and Long Geng 
areas are continuing their block- 
ade actions against the logging 
companies. Logging activities in 
these areas have been brought 
completely to a halt. The cour- 
age and determination of these 
people have won the support of 
the Dayak soldiers commis- 
sioned to guard logging camps 
in the Tatau area. These soldiers 
threatened to shoot those sol- 
diers from Peninsular Malaysia if 
they harassed any Dayak people 
involved in the blockade action. 

The Kenyahs at Long Geng 
have been arrested twice for 
their blockading actions since 
August last year. Those arrested 
were physically abused by the 
police. Despite the harsh treat- 
ment, they returned to the 
blockade after the court hearing 
in November 1990, when they 
were acquitted. They have been 
blockading the three companies 
that were operating in their Na- 
tive Customary Land. Initially, 
police and military personnel 
were called in to try to "per- 
suade" the Kenyahs to leave. 
This failed and the Kenyahs re- 
mained strong and determined. 
No further arrests have been 
made to date. 

The logging companies then 
hired gangsters from the neigh- 
boring towns of Kapit and Sibu 
to guard the timber operation. 
However, these gangsters were 
driven away by the brave people 
of Long Geng. Then the logging 
companies paid some Ibans who 
were apparently ignorant of the 
situation faced by the Long 
Geng people to sabotage the 
blockade there. This is a very 
dirty tactic used by logging com- 
panies to create disunity 
amongst the Dayak people so 
that they are weaker in their 
fight for customary land rights. 
Nevertheless, these Ibans too 
were eventually driven away. 

In the Tatau area, the com- 
pany has already brought back 
24 tractors from the logging ar- 
eas. The owner was so desperate 
and frustrated that he even cried 
in front of the tribal people at 
the blockade to try to gain sym- 
pathy from them. 

So far, the police, military 
and forestry personnel, district 
officers and the Resident could 
not do anything to stop the 
people from the blockade ac- 
tions. The tribal people are go- 
ing all out to defend their 
homelands from the destruction 
of loggers. 

— compiled from a letter written by 
a Dayak person involved in the land 
rights struggle in Sarawak, Febru- 
ary, 1991. From Hak Hak 
Manusia, POB 118, Ormond, 
3204, VIC. 
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The Polish Race for Europe 

By A. Janusz Korbel & Andrze Kwasniak 


Though Poland is at a stage of 
increasing consumption, ready to 
agree with everything that brings 
money, the local authorities and 
the people of Bielsko-Biala (which 
now has a population of more than 
20,000 inhabitants) have decided 
to experiment. The area around the 
town includes the beautiful valley 
of Wapienica (around 1500 hect- 
ares of forest) overgrown with beech 
trees. The policy of the Administra- 
tion of the State Forests has con- 
sisted generally of cutting down trees 
systematically, according to a plan, 
with the following rule: Man, and 
for sure a forester, knows how to 
hold sway over nature best. The 
members of Workshop for All Be- 
ings, adducing deep ecology, have 
decided to give nature a chance, 
accepting the fact that it is she who 
knows better, not man. The inspir- 
ing spirit came from Arne Naess, St. 


Francis' tradition, and some ele- 
ments of the philosophy of the East. 
The "spiritual" support were friendly 
relations and contacts of the mem- 
bers of Workshop for All Beings such 
as John Seed from Australia, the 
people! from Greenpeace, Earth First!, 
Rainforest Action Groups and other 
similar organizations from all over 
the world. 

When we organized a road 
blockade (logging road) two years 
ago the local people were on our 
side and so it is now with the local 
authorities after the collapse of 
communism. The idea of taking the 
valley from the Administration of 
State Forests and establishing an 
ecological park has been raised: an 
area given into the hand of Nature, 
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which could be used as a place of 
ecological education — education 
through experience ("we are as our 
experience is"). At the outlet of the 
valley, the Station for Ecological 
Education has been set up; it has a 
small library and is the spot where 
we can organize workshops, coun- 
cils of all beings and many other 
activities for people of all ages. 

But it soon proved that the 
Ministry for the Protection of Envi- 
ronment in Poland is against setting 
up the park. It's not ready to treat 
regional ecological grassroots 
movements as partners and take 
their initiative seriously. In fact the 
Administration of State Forests is 
part of the Ministry for the Protec- 
tion of the Environment (though it 
deals mainly, if not only; with 
growing and cutting down forests) 
and an application for setting up 
an ecological park was sent there 
(such is the official way). 
The officials in that 
Ministry (for the Protec- 
tion of.... their own busi- 
ness?) do not know any- 
thing about deep ecol- 
ogy and alternative 
methods of treatment of 
forests because for over 
45 years they have 
worked for the Ministry 
of Agriculture, which was 
engaged in the produc- 
fice in the Ministry said 
that "they would not give 
the forest to Buddhists" 
— it was probably a reac- 
tion to holistic philoso- 
phy which is found in 
the program of the Sta- 
tion for Ecological Edu- 
cation. The Mayor of the 
town, the Town Council 
and the inhabitants have 
not given up and are 
ready to take the forest 
from the Administration 
of the State Forests in 
order to study Nature 
there. The members of 
the Workshop, present 
at a general meeting on the 27th 
and 28th of April, 1991, accompa- 
nied by special rituals, pledged 
themselves to take all possible steps 
in order to defend the natural val- 
ues of the valley. The mayor of the 
town had his picture taken in the 
valley under the banner with the 
sentence: "No compromise in the 
defense of Mother Earth!." The 
problems of the Wapienica Valley 
will show the direction that the 
politics of independent Poland will 
follow. 



Finn Wilderness Threatened 


Kessi, located in the northeast 
corner of the country, is one of the 
last wilderness areas of Finland that 
is still forested. It's not a national 
park nor a so-called "wilderness 
area" according to law. Kessi is 
among the biggest untouched and 
unprotected forest areas in the 
country, although it was logged in 
the 1930s when the biggest and 
best trees were taken for construc- 
tion. A hiker can see the remaining 
stumps and branches throughout 
the forest. The logs were removed 
with horses and floated to the Arc- 
tic Coast where construction wood 
was very valuable. For thousands 
of years Kessi has been a grazing 
and wintering land for reindeer 
(caribou) and has been filled with 
hunters and fishermen, who take 
advantage of the swans, geese, elk 
and bears. 

It is still mostly intact because 
of it's isolated location: To the west 
is Inari Lake, to the east the Soviet 
Union, and in the south one has to 
cross the Paatsjoki River, which 
runs from Inari Lake to the Arctic 
Ocean. North of Kessi is rugged 
landscape with many small lakes. 
In addition, it was, until recently, a 
good distance from < 
any roads. 

In 1985 abridge 
was constructed 
over the Paatsjoki 
though there were 
still no roads. But 
within two years, a 
ten kilometer-long 
logging road was 
constructed to the 
forest, reaching from the bridge 
northeast to the heart of the Kessi 
area. The bridge and the road 
awakened a country-wide wilder- 
ness movement. One legal defini- 
tion says that wilderness exists if 
there are no roads in a distance of 
8 kilometers. By this definition, 
nearly two hundred square kilo- 
meters of wilderness disappeared 
with construction of the road. 

Public discussion caused a 
committee to be created in the 
parliament to research and estab- 
lish so-called wilderness areas in 
state-owned lands in the North. 
The committee's aim was to secure 
the future of the Sami people and 
reindeer farming and to ensure that 
some large roadless wilderness ar- 
eas will remain. Wilderness areas 
were established according to the 
committee, but the final report has 
been criticized by conservationists. 

The objections are as follows: 
First of all, some wilderness-type 
areas such as Kessi were left out of 
the areas covered in the law be- 
cause of recently-built roads. Some 
other areas are considered to be 
wilderness even though the area 
has a road through them. Not 



surprisingly, the boundaries have 
been drawn according to the inter- 
ests of the forest industry. Secondly, 
even though wilderness law protects 
an area, forestry can be practised in 
the wilderness in a loosely defined 
"soft" or "natural" manner. And 
lastly, it has been proven that the 
state has no legal right to regulate 
the lands, which have always been 
owned by original Sami people and 
their villages. 

So what's going on in the sum- 
mer of 1991? In April, another for- 
est road was staked and opened. 
Dozens of people demonstrated at 
the site. At the same time, cutting 
began in the frontier zone where 
people are not allowed without a 
special permit. Norway, for instance, 
has no frontier zones, but in Finland 
the zone around the border can be 
up to three kilometers wide, where 
no one is allowed to approach. To 
start the cuttings in a border zone 
was a tactical decision; fines will be 
enormous if anyone acts to stop 
logging there. 

In June the new road line was 
expected to lead ten kilometers 
northwest from the remaining road, 
taking with it approximately 100 
square kilometers of 
wilderness. Con- 
struction of the 
road began the sec- 
ond week of July, 
week a new digging 
machine will arrive, 
and the work will 
go faster due to 
easier and less stony 
terrain. People will 
be gathering at the site to demon- 
strate and stop construction. 

Send a postcard or a fax to the 
head of the Ministry of Forestry. If 
you travel in Finland, that's even 
better. Come to see the area and get 
involved; camping is free, and there's 
a simple cabin for free, too. And 
remember mosquitos! Bus connec- 
tions to the river run twice a day on 
weekdays and once on weekends. 
Observers are badly needed, so come 
witness mankind forcing him/her- 
self into the wilderness! We are 
trying to keep up the camp through 
the summer. 

Write to the Ministry of Forestry: 
Mr. Jaakko Piironen, PO Box 233, 
00121 Helsinki, Finland. Fax: 358-0- 
6163327Telex: 121132 metsa sf,and 
the Minister of Environment: Sirpa 
Pietikainen, Ratakatu 3, PO Box 399, 
00121 Helsinki, Finland. Fax: 358-0- 
1991499. 

For more information contact Matti 
Pellinen, Janne Kumpulainen, or 
Tuula Varis, Finnish Association for 
Nature Protection, PO BOX 169, 
00151 Helsinki Fax:358-0-6221815, 
Tel: 358-0-642881, Mobile: 358-49- 
306639. 



Ban Burmese Teak! 

The impact of indiscriminate logging in 
northern Burma is now being acknowledged. 
Vast areas of northern Burma have been particu- 
larly affected by deforestation at the hands of 
Chinese timber workers. A number of reports 
have confirmed that Chinese army trucks are 
hauling logs from the Burmese border into 
Yunnan Province. In northern Shan State, defor- 
estation is also the result of clearing for opium 
poppy cultivation and other forms of agriculture. 

But Thai logging companies, who have 
started pushing roads through the border forests 
to gain access for their bulldozers and timber 
trucks, are to blame for an incredible acceleration 
in the deforestation rate. Greenpeace supports 
that view: "It is obvious that the only manage- 
ment system currently employed in Burma is for 
Thai companies to cut as many as fast as pos- 
sible." 

The regional forestry officer of the UN Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO), Y.S. Rao, 


agrees. He is also quoted as saying "It's heart 
wrenching to see how short-sighted they can be." 
Rao, who inspected concession areas last year, 
and others say that despite official denials, Thai 
loggers are violating virtually every rule of log- 
ging. The FAO estimated that the production of 
teak and other hardwoods in 1989 was about 
944,000 tons and that export earnings from teak 
rose to some $200 million. The main importers 
are the United States, Japan, Denmark and Italy. 

Currently a bill is sitting before the US 
Congress, calling for a total ban on the impor- 
tation of hardwoods, including teak, from Thai- 
land. But Burma's teak forests face an insecure 
future. Teak is a highly prized commodity found 
in a country possessing 70% of the world's supply 
and controlled by military rulers who badly want 
hard currency to keep themselves well-armed. 
We call on all countries who deal in timber from 
Burma to enact a total ban. 

— The All Burma Students' Democratic Front, 
PO Box 1352, Bangkok 10500, Thailand. 


Sarawak action 


continued from front page 



Environment and Tourism, for example, also 
heads Limbang Trading Company, which holds 
logging concessions to 300,000 hectares of pri- 
mary forest. When asked about rainforest de- 
struction and climate change, Mr. Wong re- 
sponded "We get too much rain in Sarawak; it 
stops me from playing golf." 

Some Penan — 600 is an often quoted figure 
— continue to live a traditional, nomadic 
lifestyle. Another 1 0,000 live on the forest fringe; 
fanning some, hunting pigs and deer, and gath- 
ering what they can. The 600 have, maybe, some 
months left before the forest can no longer sus- 
tain them. The Penan of the Long Napir area 
already cannot meet their needs from the forest, 
and are going hungry. They would farm , but they 

are currently in court, arrested for blockading a 
logging road. They feel it is their only recourse 

against a system that refuses to recognize their 
traditional land rights. Other indigenous 
peoples in Sarawak, the Iban and Kenyahs among 
them, are joining the road blocks, and joining the 
Penan in prison. 340 have been arrested since 
1987. The state militia has been sent up the 
Baram River to help "settle" these people. The 
conservative United Nations estimates the forest, 
along with its non-human inhabitants, has per- 
haps 5-7 years before it is cut, shipped and sawed 
into extinction. 

The world community has largely ignored 
the Penan, their fellow tribes, and the backwater 
politics of Sarawak. The Penan have asked for 
help from a world they little understand beyond 
the fact that it hungers for the trees that to them 
mean life. I wonder if they know their trees 
become plywood for the concrete-forms that 
shape the Tokyo skyline, disposable chopsticks 
by the billions, and fancy furniture for people in 


North America and Europe whose homes are not 
threatened with destruction. 

In the final week of June, thirteen people 
responded to the Penan's call for help. With the 
support of countless others, they arrived in 
Sarawak from six countries. The native peoples of 
Sarawak were again blockading logging roads, 
and the foreigners came hoping to draw world 
attention to the situation. 

We spent a week getting to know one an- 
other, and planning the action. Purchases of 
banner material, paint, chains and padlocks had 
to be spread out so as not to draw attention.... 
Thirteen foreigners together are obvious enough. 
Two of the group, Frank Momberg (Germany) 
and Anna Leonard (USA), stayed in the town of 
Miri to coordinate press contacts and keen in 
touch with sponsor groups. They were watched 

and followed. Contact with them was minimal, 
and always nerve-wracking. Notes were passed in 
handshakes. Contact was made with the Penan 
on trial for blockading roads. They were support- 
ive, and glad we were there. One of our group sat 
in court to observe, but was asked, by note, to 
please step outside. When she complied the 
police took her to the station and interrogated 
her. All hats are off to her for keeping herself 
together and for shaking those following her 
when she returned to the group. 

We moved locations several times, trying to 
look like tourists (we made the obligatory trips in 
National Parks, even sacrificing ourselves for the 
cause by repeatedly swimming in a pool at the 
bottom of a 70 foot waterfall). To our dismay, a 
roadblock was set up between our last location 
and the action site, and we had to pass through 
the check several times. We don't know if it was 
for us, but we were never stopped... just intimi- 


Rolfe give the forces of environmental and cultural destruction the day off. 


Valia Calda Update 

For some time now, all development activi- 
ties in Greece's Valia Calda National Park area 
have been stopped. The "Friends of the Greek 
Bear" are waiting for the government to decide 
whether to allow the Greek Electric Company to 
construct the dam or not. If they decide to pro- 
ceed with the construction of the dam they will 
have to pass over our dead bodies. For that reason 
we are asking our friends from all over the world 
to stay alert. We also wish to thank all the friends 
and associations who have helped us with our 
struggle and have made the matter known all 
over the world ( seeEF ! vl ln4, Ostara, 1991). This 
was a big help for us, and if we finally succeed, a 
big percentage of the success will be owed to our 
known or unknown friends. Write to 
Constantin os Tsipiras, Box 30736, 10033 Athens, 
Greece. 

— Nature And Ecology 


dated by the large number of men with machine 
guns. 

The night before the action the government 
held a press conference stating it knew all about 
us. We had a feeling that all it knew was that 
there was to be an action, and possibly it knew 
the date. We moved the action ahead two and a 
half hours — the only buffer we had. 

On July 5th we took our places around the 
town of Kuala Baram, at the mouth of the Baram 
River, 20 kilometers east of Miri. Here the former 
rainforest trees arrive in large rafts from upriver 
and are loaded onto barges that take them to 
freighters waiting in the deeper waters off-shore. 

It was 8:30 am; the workday just begun was about 
to come to a grinding halt. 

Mike and I, the videogranher and photog- 
rapher respectively, were first to move. We hired 
a fishing boat to take us for a "tour" of the area. 
We moved down river, out of the way. Four of 

The Eight, the group executing the action, hired 
a second boat and moved in on the two barges 
being loaded. Jake Kreilick, Deborah Witkin 
(USA), Ralf Schmitt and Carsten Huttche (Ger- 
many) pulled alongside and climbed on, packs 
stuffed with climbing gear and banners. Two 
others, Nancy Rolfe (Australia) and Jake 
Burbridge (UK), came overland behind the log 
yard and met no resistance as they walked onto a 
third barge, carrying a banner and Earth flag. 

Meanwhile, the final two of The Eight, 
Angie Zelter (UK) and Anja Light (Sweden), were 
acting as a diversion to ensure the others time to 
get in place before the police or the military could 
stop them. They arrived by taxi at the busiest spot 
on the whole of the Baram River, approximately 
300-400 yards above the log yard. Here the road 
to neighboring Brunei crosses by ferry, and all 
upriver travel into the heart of Penan country 
leaves at the express boat docks. The diversion 
team climbed a short crane and began to ser- 
enade the locals (ferrymen, souvenir venders, 
shop and restaurant owners) with a medley of 
Earth First! ballads. 1 

The six activists on the barges all had one 
goal: to climb the 60 foot cranes, hang the ban- 
ners, and stay with them for as long as possible. 1 
Four chains with padlocks would delay any at- 
tempt to end the action. As the banners dropped, 
the camera boat moved in, joined by a second 
boat sporting Frank and an Associated Press pho- 
tographer. We shot for 15-20 minutes, then 
headed across the river to meet Allison, the 
team^s-New Zealand representative. Mike was out 
of the boaTtcThand off the film shot until that 
point, and as we headed back to the site, we 
watched Allison board the ferry back to Miri, and 
an airplane to Singapore. She was stopped at the 
airport and questioned about the Penan-made 
bracelets she wore, but was not checked or 
searched. The film and video was safely on its 
way. 

Mike and I pulled up for more photos, but 

continued on next page 
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T-shirts and 
sweatshirts 


f > ...printed on both 

sides (cartoon 

r JljX&'I JL\ JL on back with 

\VK|! 7^// either "Sab the 

Bastards" or 

1|P fcejfiitVA— J teurs, " front 

>6 Jr with either 

<f k sheep, elk or 

bison). T-shirts 
”1 K» v are $14 and come 

in Ivory, Light 

Blue, Lemon Yellow, Turquoise, White, 
Orchid, Seafoam Green; Sweatshirts are 
White or Seafoam _ _ _ 

Green, and are 
$19. Sizes: S, M, 

L, & XL. Include 
two bucks for 
shipping, and 
send orders to 
Hunt Sabo- 
teurs, Box 

2102, Anaheim, 

CA 92814 MKCT ACTUM OH BE1ALF OF VILBUFE 


^SABOfe, 


Qreat Moments in 
‘ WiCdCife Management # 4 




F.W. Cerviss' "Dusk at the Watering Hole" 

A breathtaking image of a classic animal In 
man’s world - all on a decorative meat platter. 

***** 

The mule deer Is thirsty. Where does It go? It might not get 
a drink of water for two days tf It weren't for that concrete 
pond. And now this classic "Great Moment In Wildlife 
Management " can be yours. Finest porcelain. Limited 

edition. And all that stuff. only $99.95. 

Collect them all! 


ilea for Mon< 


**If there is hunting in your area, we 
urge you to initiate a direct action 
campaign to protest the continued war on 
wildlife. 

**If you live in California, we hope that 
you will get in touch and join us on some 
or all of our actions this autumn-no 
special skills needed. 

**If you cannot participate in these 
anti-hunting direct actions, but support the 
efforts of those who do, then please know 
that we urgently need financial support 
from people like yourselves. As you can 
see, a little bit goes a long way with these 
types of operations; we have no wages, no 
overhead, no bills to pay-all donations go 
toward direct action. Our only costs are 
for gas, food, airhoms, media outreach, 
and one hotel room per action to facilitate 
communication. If you can help in any 
way, you can contact us: Hunt Saboteurs, 
POBox 2981, Santa Cruz, CA 95063-2981 


MKCT ACTUM OH BEHALF OF VILBUFE 




IN MEMORY OF MIKE HILL 

Chesire, U.K. ; At aroun d 3 : 1 5 pm on February 9th , after a long 
day sabbing a fox hunt, Mike Hill and two other saboteurs climbed 
onto the back of a pick-up truck of the Chesire Beagles with the 
intention of preventing the huntsman, Alan Summersgill, from 
moving the hounds to another location. The hounds were 
being carried in a trailer behind the pick-up. instead of asking 
the sabs to move or calling the police, Summersgill sped off 
at high speed with the sabs on board. They estimated that 
he was travelling at speeds of upwards of 80mph. 

Holding on for all they could, they pleaded with 
Summersgill to stop. He wouldn't. He intended 
beyond doubt to either terrify or injure the saboteurs. / 

They decided to attempt to jump to safety when the 
vehicle slowed down. When it did, to around 
40mph, at a bend, Mike jumped but was hit by the 
trailer and dragged under. Summersgill still re- 
fused to stop, even after they were forced to break 
a window in the back of the pick-up to plead 
further. He drove on. The passenger even / V;, : 

attacked the remaining saboteurs with his whip jf, \ '% jW - : , .,5 
before they were forced to pull up at a junction. (>%£.. 

Even then he didn't hang around. An hour later V 
Mike was dead. 

Two days later 1 50 sabs turned up at the 
Chesire Hunt Kennels, and eventually the house 
was ransacked, windows smashed, vehicles J 
damaged, and some beagles were released. • ' 

Police responded in following days by arbi- 
trarily arresting sabs and raiding houses. 
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Mike's death was not accidental — the actions of 
Summersgill (who, it was later proven, was drunk 
during the incident, though no police charges have 
been filed) were malicious. Mike is the first animal 
activist to be killed by an animal abuser. He probably 
.jawm won't be the last. 

Please send condolences/donations to theMike 
Hill Memorial Fund, Freshfields Animal Rescue Cen- 
ter, East Lodge Farm, East Lane, Ince Blundell, L29 
3EA, UK. 

— Hunt Saboteurs International 

N IN MEMORY OF KAREN WOOD 

A On November 15 1988, Karen Wood, a young mother 
who had recently moved to Maine, was shot to death in 
her backyard by a "sport hunter" who claimed that he 
mistook her for a deer. She was wearing white mittens 
when she was killed, and he claimed he had confused 
her mittens with a deer's white tail, 
k All over the state, people are starting to 

£ "post" their land with signs that read POSTED In 
Memory of Karen Wood NO HUNTING NO 
pW TRESPASSING. The signsare available for $2 from 
Mid-Coast Animal Alliance, POB 428, Rockport, 
ME 04856. Proceeds go to an education fund for 
Mrs. Wood's daughters, Laura and Lindsey, 
now 3 years old. 

— Glacial Erratic 
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Argentines Protest Debt-For-Nature Grab 

By Mark Huntington 



Arriving in National Park 
Nahuel Huapi near Bariloche, Ar- 
gentina, a pristine unpopulated part 
of southwest Argentina, is a bit like 
entering an environmental war 
zone. Coming over the mountains 
from Chile to the border town of 
Esquel, the hot topic of conversa- 
tion is the government's plan to 
build a waste dump to accommodate 
French nuclear waste and to gener- 
ate badly needed foreign currency 
[for more information contact 
Greenpeace Argentina, Junin 45, 3er 
Piso, 10(26) Buenos Aires, Argen- 
tina]. Then coming into this nor- 
mally sleepy tourist town in the 
middle of Argentina's oldest na- 
tional park, one finds a local popu- 
lation up in arms over debt-for-na- 
ture swaps and George Bush's "Ini- 
tiative for the Americas." Weekly 
protest marches have become a 
fixture here and in Buenos Aires, 
organized by a coalition that in- 
cludes environmentalists, the na- 
tional park rangers union and the 
local tourist industry, all of whom 
fear that the World Bank, the US 
government, foreign environmen- 
tal groups and their own president 
are conspiring to open up protected 
nature reserves to development in 
the name of debt-for-nature (DN) 
swaps. 

Wait a minute! Aren't DN 
swaps supposed to be the sweet part 
of the deal? Isn't the idea to create 
new nature preserves and to pro- 
mote existing conservation efforts? 
If the good and bad of DN swaps 
suddenly seem obscure, there's no 
mistaking the ugly history of ex- 
ploitation and corruption out of 
which they were born. The latest 
twist in this tragic history is Bush's 
Initiative which would use Latin 
America's massive foreign debt as 
leverage to remove all barriers to US 
companies in their headlong rush 
to exploit the region's resources. 
There's nothing new in this plan 
and it's not just the Argentines who 
fear its consequences. In Chile, for 
example, funding for a proposed 
increase in oil exploration will not 
come as a benevolent gift. It will 
pay for environmentally costly ex- 
ploration by US companies using 
US equipment, thus subsidizing US 
industrial development. Exploiting 
the oil that is found will require 
more products of US industry and 
whatever profits are realized will 
flow out of Latin America and into 
the bank accounts of foreign oil 
companies. Chile's problems of 
economic dependence and under- 


development will remain, but added 
to them will be more foreign debt, 
environmental degradation and a 
diminished resource base. A few 
people will get richer but the coun- 
try as a whole will sink deeper into 
economic chaos. Local industry will 
not be stimulated, unemployment 
will not be significantly affected and 
the growing demands of a growing 
population will be left for the debt- 
ridden Chileans to deal with. 

A free trade policy is obviously 
a good deal for US industry, open- 
ing up lucrative markets for US 
products while increasing the flow 
of cheap raw materials. But what 
does all this have to do with DN 
swaps? First of all, DN swaps, like 
the Bush initiative, only exist as a 
result of the black cloud of debt 
hanging over third world econo- • 
mies. Swaps are supposed to be the 
silver lining. They're the result of 
pressure from US environmental 
groups to make these international 
business deals more environmen- 
tally palatable. Organizers of the 
Argentine protests, on the other 
hand, charge that these swaps are 
nothing more than a power grab by 
the groups themselves. They're also 
quick to point out that these huge 
North American environmental 
groups owe their existence to subsi- 
dies from the same multinationals 
behind the Bush initiative. 

Past DN swap experience would 
seem to confirm the protesters' 
charges. The world's first DN swap 
was arranged without public input 
between Conservation International 
and the Bolivian government. Since 
the agreement was signed in July, 
1987, deforestation in the affected 
area has accelerated and the indig- 


enous inhabitants have become in- 
creasingly vocal in their opposition, 
saying the deal is an imminent threat 
to their survival. If all goes as 
planned, Bolivia's debt will be re- 
duced by 650,000 dollars and Con- 
servation International will retain 
administrative controls over 3 mil- 
lion acres of rainforest. In Ecuador, 
an affiliate of the World Wildlife 
Fund (WWF), Fundacion Natura, has 
been designated as the sole admin- 
istrator of national park funding 
under its DN agreement. One of its 
first acts upon receiving this un- 
precedented power was to endorse a 
management plan for the Yasuni 
National Park in which more than 
50% of the park is open to oil and 
mineral exploitation. Both 
grassroots environmentalists and 
indigenous groups in Ecuador ac- 
tively oppose DN swaps. 

In Argentina, protesters charge 
that their government is prepared 
to sign an agreement handing over 
administrative control of the 
country's protected wilderness ar- 
eas, including the national parks, to 
a single, private environmental 
group: Vida Silvestre Argentina 
(VSA). VSA is the local affiliate of 
WWF, whose major funders include 
Exxon and other Big Oil multina- 
tionals. Protest organizer and park 
ranger Alejandro Beletzky, just back 
from a meeting with other organiz- 
ers in Buenos Aires, describes a plan 
in which roughly half of the na- 
tional park system would be desig- 
nated as "Strict Nature Reserves," 
while "at least half of the country's 
protected wild areas would be left 
open to development by private 
investors in exchange for payments 
on the debt." In that case, what 


happens to the existing system of 
government parks and nature re- 
serves? "Nobody knows." What 
does the government say? "The 
president won't say anything, no 
one will know what's going to 
happen until the agreement has al- 
ready been signed." A 400,000 acre 
nature reserve known as los Esteros 
de Ibera has already been auctioned 
off in this manner. Slated for in- 
clusion in the national park system, 
this previously protected wilderness 
has passed into the hands of a sub- 
sidiary of the Ferrari Corp. whose 
immediate plan is to build two five- 
star hotels. Interestingly, President 
Carlos Menem recently came under 
attack in the Argentine press for the 
mysterious circumstances by which 
he came into possession of his new 
Ferrari, for which no sales or customs 
records exist. 

Organizer Marcela Berdun says 
the weekly demonstrations will 
continue indefinitely, or "until the 
integrity of our national parks and 
the sovereignty of our country is 
assured." In the meantime, impor- 
tant questions are being asked, but 
answers are conspicuously lacking: 
Why are North Americans, who 
continue to lay waste to the small 
fragments that remain of their own 
habitat, more qualified than local 
governments to preserve nature? 
What's gained in dismantling an 
existing system of nature preserves 
that has worked for most of this 
century? What exactly is this plan 
for Argentina and why all the se- 
crecy? Why are the people of the 
countries involved not allowed to 
have input into swaps involving 
millions of acres of publicly owned 
land before they're already signed 
and sealed? Community pressure 
here and in the US is currently the 
only means of influencing these 
deals. Why is saving the Brazilian 
rainforest a higher priority in the US 
than saving California rainforest? 

I climbed a mountain today, 
just another gringo enjoying the 
beauty of Argentina's national parks 
and the cheap, easy life born of an 
economic system that values my 
labor twice to ten times as much as 
an equally skilled Latino. Just as I 
reached the top a condor flew by 
and circled back a few times before 
flying off silently to the north. 
There's something different about 
condors, the shape of their wings, 
the way they hold themselves, a 
different kind of grace, a kind of 
grace to which the men at the World 
Bank assign no value. 





My Old Yosemite Subdivision 


By Timothy Bechtold 

Yosemite National Park is a business that is 
booming, and, as ever, the bureaucrats who work 
there are concentrating on their own benefit 
instead of the benefit of the Yosemite ecosystem. 
The park is currently doing a parkwide EIS on 
employee housing, because the parkies want to 
build lots of houses so they can live in Yosemite, 
because they are parkies, and parkies are different 
and wiser and better and care deeply and don't 
mind clearcuts if it means new houses for them, 
and therefore should live in Yosemite, see? Mike 
Finley, the fascistic superintendent of the park 
who is always on the make and the take, couldn't 
even wait for the draft EIS to come out before he 
decided to take assertive action and get some 
houses built (because good leaders always take 
pre-emptive action without public input, other- 
wise things might never get accomplished). So 
Finley signed with a contractor to build two 
duplexes, several factory-fabricated (mobile) 
homes, and two single family houses with two- 
car garages at Hodgdon Meadow, just down the 
road from the Hodgdon Meadow Campground, 
which is between the Big Oak Flat entrance and 
Tuolumne Grove. 

It didn't matter to Finley that the future 
homes of park employees were smack in the 
middle of a confirmed California spotted owl 
nesting area, or that one of the trees slated to get 
cut was a Ponderosa pine four inches taller than 
the tallest Ponderosa on record. Things like these 
^aren't important compared to TVs and couches. 
It also didn't matter to Finley that there was no 
public involvement in the decision. It is, after all, 
his park to do with as he pleases. Well, a bunch 
of employees whined about the owl thing and 
the tree thing, so, being an understanding fellow, 
Finley had the park architect realign the project 
to avoid the big tree. Some other employees 
(probably a bunch of stick-in-the-mud low-level- 
GS types who give a shit about Yosemite) whined 
that the project should be in the parkwide EIS on 
employee housing, so Finley, being an accom- 
modating as well as understanding fellow, did a 
separate EA on the Hodgdon project. Unfortu- 
nately, Finley signed with the contractor before 
the EA came out. Oh well, so much for public 
process and NEPA. Finley figured he was going to 
get his way in the end anyhow (he would be the 
deciding officer, ultimately), so why bother 
jumping through hoops and waiting for the 
public involvement charade? 

On Friday, July 5th, Finley issued orders to 
park techs to cut the trees on the Hodgdon site 
the following Monday. The park employees 
chafed a little bit at the idea, but they were 


threatened with a reprimand for insubordination 
if they complained too loudly. So they caved in, 
but spread the word around of the impending 
doom of the trees. David Orr, a Central Valley 
EFIer, caught wind of the slated tree felling late 
that night and carried the news to a nonviolence 
workshop in Sonora the next day. People at the 
workshop decided to step in and buy some time 
for the trees by standing in the way of the 
chainsaws, and at the same time asked Phil Berry 
of the Sierra Club to file for a temporary re- 
straining order to stop the parkies from cutting 
the trees and preparing the site for buildings. So 
a spotted owl-costumed human and a bunch of 
signs and pickets arrived at the Hodgdon site 
early Monday morning in anticipation of the cut. 
A park cop (parks call these people "rangers") 
came out and asked the group to run along and 
disperse like nice park visitors, but the demon- 
strators had no such intentions, and asked to talk 
to Finley about the planned development. The 
cop, thinking he was a clever one, then invited 
the group to go to Yosemite Valley to talk to 
Finley. The group demurred on the invitation, 
preferring to hold its ground by the trees to be 
cut. The cop told the group that it was gathered 
illegally and suggested that it apply for a permit 
to demonstrate. 

Meanwhile, a large group of burly law en- 
forcement types was gathering at Big Oak Flats, so 
David Orr went up to check it out. A parkie there 
told him that she was authorized to expedite a 
permit application from him, cutting it down 
from 72 to 24 hours, and would allow the group 
to demonstrate the next morning at the Big Oak 
Flats entrance (parkies must think they are really 
clever). David declined her gracious offer, 
whereupon she notified him that she was au- 
thorized to give "you and your friends twenty 
minutes to disperse or you will be subject to 
arrest." David informed her that he could only 
speak for himself and if she wanted to tell the 
others she would have to do so herself. So she did. 

As they are wont, the media began to hover 
and converge. The parkies told them that only 
one tree was going to be cut, so one of the media 
types actually came over to Hodgdon Meadow to 
find out if that was true. Just when David began 
to show her all the trees marked for cutting, a 
parkie truck drove up and blocked off the dem- 
onstrators, when David walked back around the 
truck, he was grabbed, handcuffed, put in 
shackles, and thrown in the paddy wagon. Once 
he was in the paddy wagon, the parkies dallied 
around for a few hours before taking him to 
Yosemite jail in order to prevent a quick bail-out 


so they could get the trees cut. David was charged 
with public assembly without permit, and he was 
released on $51 bail. (His arraignment will be 
August 14, at which point he plans to request a 
trial by jury.) In the meantime, the NPS cut down 
all the trees it wanted to in the Hodgdon Meadow 
area. 

The Sierra Club has filed for a restraining 
order, with hopes of preventing any construction 
until the parkwide EIS on employee housing 
comes out, and to include the Hodgdon Mead- 
ows development in the EIS. Employee housing 
is a pressing issue for Yosemite, hence the EIS to 
build more and lots more houses. The NPS is 
taking over the town of Foresta, with plans to 
build scads more houses there. On the day David 
Orr was arrested, Finley and the parkies were busy 
evicting an elderly couple who had a lifetime 
tenure on their house and land in Foresta. The 
people sold their house and land to the NPS, but 
under the condition that they got to live there 
until they died. The parkies got a little antsy for 
a place to sit on a couch and watch TV, so they 
kicked the oldsters out. The NPS has had 
hundreds of trees cut in and around Foresta in 
anticipation of more employee housing (prior to 
the EIS, of course). Speaking of cutting trees in 
Yosemite, Finley has contracted with LBG Log- 
ging of Oakhurst, CA, to haul out any mer- 
chantable timber that it can cut along the roads. 
So LBG is busy making "safety" clearcuts along 
the roads. Formerly, the NPS would make safety 
cuts itself, and leave the trees to rot, but this is the 
era of Dick Business, and Dick Business needs a 
house in Yosemite. 

What You Can Do: Write to Superinten- 
dent Mike Finley, Yosemite National Park, CA 
95389, and tell him to build his houses some 
other where. The 1980 General Management 
Plan allows up to ten apartments to be built, but 
there is no mention of duplexes, garages, or 
single family homes. Ask him why he insists | 
upon subverting NEPA and why he is afraid of ! 
public involvement. Let him know it's not his ; 
private park. Write your congresspeople and ] 
bitch. Especially write to Representative Bruce li| 
Vento (D-MN), chair of the House Interior & ; 
Insular Affairs Committee's Subcommittee on i 
National Parks, and tell him what you think. 
Vento chaired a House subcommittee field hear- 
ing in Yosemite July 6th on the housing and 
transportation issue, so contact him now while! 1 1 
the issue is hot: 2304 RHOB, Washington, DC 
20515. 


Pine Cone Suppositories Baffle Conservation Chief 

By Tracy L. Barnett 


Earth First! members were just trying to be 
helpful, but Missouri Conservation commission 
chairman John Powell seems to have taken their 
gesture the wrong way. 

Powell, chairman of the Missouri Conser- 
vation Commission, recently received in the mail 
about a half dozen packages, each containing a 
pine cone, a jar of petroleum jelly and instruc- 
tions on how and where to put the pine cone. 

According to a recent issue of the national 
Earth First! Journal, the "Pine Cone Rebellion" is 
a response to a comment Powell allegedly made 
during a St. Louis meeting with environmental- 
ists. 

Earth First! occupied the Shawnee National 
Forest in southern Illinois last summer to try to 
prevent logging. Powell was quoted as saying at 
the St. Louis meeting, "If Earth First! pulled any 
shenanigans like they did in the Shawnee," he 
would "personally stick a pine cone up the ass" of 
any member of the organization he could catch. 

Orin Langelle of St. Louis, who wrote the 
article, said this morning , tongue firmly in 
cheek, that the idea behind the conspiracy was 
one of self-protection. "If Powell catches you in 
Missouri and decides to practice derriere inser- 
tion, at least you will have Vaseline and your own 
personalized cone," he wrote. "Its sort of like 
donating your own blood before surgery." 
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Earth First! members used forest-sounding 
aliases to sign their anonymous gifts, and Powell 
was mystified until the Tribune tracked down the 
source of the pine cones. 

"It's not complimentary, I've gathered that 
much," he said yesterday. "It's difficult to under- 
stand what they're getting at except that they 

dnn't likp mp " » i 



Powell denied having made the comment 
attributed to him in the organization's journal. 


"I don't have any jurisdiction or authority to 
do that," he said this morning. "If I was going to 
do that, I'd just go ahead and do it, rather than 
talking about it at a meeting." 

Of the message behind the pine cones, he 
said, "Maybe I misinterpreted that. I thought 


they wanted me to run it up mine." 

The quote was publicized nationwide along 
with the address of the Missouri Conservation 
Commission and an invitation to send a pine 
cone pack to the chairman. The cones have come 
from as far away as Ohio. 

Powell's six-year term ends June 30. Envi- 
ronmentalists stung by Powell's outspoken 
criticism of the environmental movement and 
angered by his emphasis on clear-cutting in state 
forests have led to a movement to persuade Gov. 
John Ashcroft not to reappoint him. 

Powell said he's gotten no word regarding 
his request to be reappointed to the commission. 

In the meantime, he's set up a box for his 
pine cone collection. "I'm just going to wait and 
see how many I get," he said. 

Reprinted with permission from the Columbia (MO) Daily 
Tribune 

EF! Communique: 

Rebellion going nicely. Word is Powell is 
pissed. More Pine Cones desperately needed for the 
chairman (John Powell, ConservAtion Commission, 
POB 180, Jefferson City, MO 65102). Merry 
Pranksterism, 

—Big River EF! & Missouri EF! POB 189, Pacific, 
MO 63069 



Consequences 

By James Barnes 


There is, unfortunately, a consequence to 
every action. Often trivial or unconscious deci- 
sions result in disastrous ends. Witness the 
environment: unlike the evil villains portrayed 
in Captain Planet, who plot deviously to destroy 
the Earth (for what reason remains unclear), the 
genuine bad guys operate on the basis of greed, 
thoughtlessness, ignorance, and a set of cultural 
values that deny the natural world in favor of 
dreams of industrial progress. I'm not denying 
the reality of genuine evil, but let's face it. Most 
people think that they are doing the right thing, 
even if it is merely a self-deception. The result of 
several thousand years of Western cultural tra- 
ditions is a view of the world that regards it as an 
imperfect, hostile place, a planet fallen from 
grace that must needs be improved by human 
intervention, i.e., dominated. 

Earth First! and its fellow travellers would, of 
course/change all that, though how is a matter of 
debate, which, to some extent at least, fueled the 
recent schism. That Earth First! suffered a schism 
is actually a sort of backhanded compliment to its 
decentralized structure. Human organizations 
that do not possess a central authority have no 
person or group that can impose decisions on the 
rest of the body, no one to say, "It shall be thus, 
and if you don't like it, take a hike." With no way 
to resolve a serious dispute, the group splits. 
That's why there were at one time umpteen 
thousand unique, small-scale, and highly egali- 
tarian cultures throughout the 'Americas. Of 
course, that didn't save them when they met us, 
and I'm not certain that our belated attempts to 
decentralize now are going to help matters much, 
but you gotta try, right? The trouble is that we're 
all, every one of us, hierarchs. The concept is 
rooted in our society and we dominate or submit 
to someone a hundred times a day, often without 
even realizing it. The fact that some of us in the 
movement are more prominent than others, 
despite EF’.'s anarchic pretensions, undoubtedly 
is a source of some small resentment amongst the 
rank and file, which probably explains some of 
the nasty pokes at the Daves, Judis and Darryls 
I've read so much of lately. 

But, unlike insects and other creatures of 
small mind but great genetic adaptability, we and 
several of our mammalian brothers and sisters are 
culture-bearing animals. This means that we 
have the ability to radically alter our behavior 
both individually and socially to suit changing 
circumstances, without changing our genetic 
makeup. Combined with our toolmaking ability, 
this has given us the keys to the planet; but while 
some cultures have taken great pains to use this 
power responsibly, ours has gone on a rampage. 
In so doing, we have subjected the natural world 
and ourselves to the whims of tyrants, who re- 
gard whole continents and their inhabitants as 
personal property, or simply as extensions of 
themselves. Thus are born wars, with rival kings 
(each one containing within himself the state) 
contending for dominance like bull elk in rut. 
But it is too often forgotten that the result is not 


just bruises and broken antlers, but the broken 
bodies of human and nonhuman victims in a sere 
and blasted landscape. 

The subject of war reminds me of a passage 
in Walden, in which Thoreau recounts a battle 
between two species of ant. Red against black, 
their struggle is told in Homeric style, and 
Thoreau admits that the war affected him as 
though it had been a battle amongst men. And as 
he says, "The more you think of it, the less the 
difference." Ants are marvels of social adapta- 
tion; they exist in rigid hierarchies, controlled 
chemically by their queen. They are, in effect, 
superorganisms. If ants and human beings are 
the only creatures which wage war (against en- 
emies foreign, domestic, or of other species), then 
there must be some sort of common denomina- 
tor in the behavior of the two, quite disparate, 
types of animal. Obviously, the social organiza- 
tion bears the guilt. Ants, though, are genetically 
constrained to do as they do, and, I suppose, are 
satisfied with their lot. We have no such excuse. 
Culture-bearers that we are, we humans can 



choose all manner of social forms. Yet again and 
again, all over the world and throughout history, 
we have gotten ourselves into situations where 
we leave the egalitarian, band formations of our 
ancestors and begin to live like bloody ants, 
complete with hierarchies, workers, soldiers and 
queens. 

But we have to break this, and break it soon. 
We're going to need a functioning ecological 
culture that is strong enough to withstand the 
turmoil of the collapsing ecosystem and the soci- 
ety it supports. That's what most of us believe is 
going to happen, and that's what sets us apart 
from the mainstream. If we don't do something 
like this, do you honestly think it's gonna be us 
groovy eco-hippies that'll make it when the shit 
comes down? Not a chance. The ones left will be 
the evil fuckers with the guns and the willingness 
to use them against every man, woman, child, 
bug or bear that stands in their way. I apologize 
for the survivalist rant; please bear with me. 

The trouble is, concepts like deep ecology 
and anarchism are extremely sophisticated. To 
hold them with real understanding a person 
requires sensitivity, a lot of self-examination, and 
years of education (the real kind, not the kind 
they teach in schools). Anybody can cut down a 
tree, and relate several clear reasons why. Why 
you might want to prevent one from being cut is 
a whole other kettle offish. Let's just say we have 
our work cut out for us. While I understand the 


frustration of those wanting to focus on wilder- 
ness conservation with people who blather on 
about countercultural activities. I'm afraid we 
can't avoid the issue. I mean, there's so far, and 
so far only, that the military-industrial complex 
which is the United States (or any other govern- 
ment, for that matter) will be willing to go in the 
cause of the environment. By all means we 
should make use of the legal and bureaucratic 
systems while we can, but we absolutely must 
think ahead. 

Out with the old, in with the new. That's one 
of the facts of nature, and those who aren't ready 
to adapt, perish. Speaking of things perished, we 
might well wish to consider the uncomfortable 
parallels between the massive extinctions that 
took place at the end of the Cretacious period and 
the present day. For those of you who haven't 
studied dinosaurs since elementary school. I'll 
give you a brief update. Many paleontologists 
have come to accept the idea that most dinosaurs 
were endotherms, that is, warm blooded. They 
can therefore be considered unextinct, as birds 
represent a surviving line of the family 
theropoda, which at one time included the be- 
loved T. rex. There is some disagreement with all 
this, but the theory is gaining ground. 

While most of you have heard of the asteroid 
that was supposed to have wiped out the dino- 
saurs, Robert Bakker, a paleontologist at U. 
Colorado, doesn't buy it. Rather than this deus ex 
machina , he proposes that climatic changes did 
them in. He suggests that shrinking oceans due 
to a cooling trend allowed mass migrations of 
these mobile and adaptable animals across now- 
exposed land bridges. The introduction of non- 
native species to once isolated ecosystems caused 
widespread extinctions due to disease and dis- 
placement. The world ecosystem suffered great 
simplification as a result, with larger numbers of 
ever fewer species. The dinosaurian system was 
dangerously unhealthy, and the fossil record 
shows it. At the end of the Cretacious, the world 
ecology recovered with the opportunistic mam- 
mals having filled the niches left vacant by the 
dinosaurs, and only the one group survived by 
specializing for flight — birds. 

This story has happened many times in the 
history of the Earth, another example being the 
destruction of South American marsupials and 
their replacement by North American placentals. 
If this is so, the human caused import-export of 
species worldwide, and the simplification of eco- 
systems tailored to human use (nothin' but corn 
and cows), may well prove to be incredibly dam- 
aging. 

Biodiversity is something we cannot do 
' without. If all environmental damage stopped 
today, that might not be enough to halt a sys- 
temic collapse. We, all of us, every living thing, 
rely on every scrap of wilderness there is for our 
very survival. The consequences of foolish hu- 
man behavior are grave. If we change now, we 
might, as a species, live to see the result. Whether 
that's good or bad depends on what we do here 
and now. 


7- Foo-f 
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Shawnee Update 

In September, 1990, a group of activists from 
Shawnee EF! were arrested in the Shawnee Na- 
tional Forest of Southern Illinois. It was day 77 of 
an 80 day encampment during which they had 
occupied the Fairview Timber Sale, locking 
themselves to a skidder and blocking a bulldozer, 
in an attempt to stop the impending clearcutting 
of the 661 acre tract. So far, the cut has been 
averted, and the future looks promising. One day 
after the activists were removed from the site, an 
injunction that stopped cutting was handed 
down, thus justifying their actions, ethically, if 
not in the eyes of The Law. In the months since, 
the US Supreme Court has ruled to allow the sale 
to proceed, but the East Perry Lumber Co. is 
voluntarily refraining from cutting until an Au- 
gust 15 deadline for public comment. In the 
meantime, legislation recently passed by the US 
House of Representatives could stop the sale 
altogether. HR 2686, the omnibus budget bill for 
fiscal 1992 (remember the budget fiasco from last 
Fall? They're at it again in Washington!) includes 
a clause banning all clearcutting on the Shawnee. 
This is part of a deficit-cutting measure originally 
aimed at ending money-losing clearcut timber 
sales on twelve National Forests. Eleven of the 
forests were eliminated from the bill at the last 
minute, and the Shawnee is the only one now 
slated for protection. The bill is currently being 
introduced into the Senate, where its first ob- 
stacle will be the Subcommittee on Internal and 
Related Agencies of the Senate Appropriations 
Committee, Chaired by Sen. Robert Byrd (D- 
WV). If this legislation passes, the trees of the 
Fairview Timber Sale can still be saved. 

In the trial of those acting to preserve the 
forest until The Law could get around to it, the 
judge refused to allow a necessity defense. The 
word "clearcut" could not be uttered in front of 
the jury. Thomas Trey Herb, who was video- 
taping the action was acquitted of Criminal 
Trespass, but convicted of Disrupting a "Peace" 
Officer. Allen Morris was acquitted of Criminal 
Trespass. Criminal Trespass charges against John 
Wallace were dropped, but he was convicted of 
Disorderly Conduct . Rene Cook was convicted of 
Criminal Trespass. A fifth activist was arrested 
but never charged. Sentencing was scheduled for 
July 12, and appeals are pending. 

What You Can Do: Write to Sen. Robert 
Byrd, 311 Senate Hart Office Building, Wash- 
ington, DC 20510, urging him to retain language 
ending all clearcutting on Shawnee NF, and to 
reinstate the same ban on the other 1 1 forests 
originally covered in HR 2686. 
source— John Wallace 


Bison Bikini 

Bikini's Yellowstone Bison Hunt Interven- 
tion trial got postponed until August because he 
did not want to go to jail in the summer. He's 
hoping for November, really. 
source— Wm Haskins 
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"Do they know what you're doing for your 
summer vacation?" was the incredulous ques- 
tion posed by the booking officer at Curry 
County Jail when I mentioned a certain school 
district as my employer. Four years ago, and it all 
seems so fresh. Four years later and it's like a 
foxtail in one's sock — a damned nuisance that 
only grows more aggravating. 

To refresh your memory, on July 23, 1987, 
six blockaders and five treesitters shut down the 
Sapphire Timber Sale in the Kalmiopsis Roadless 
Area of the Siskiyou National Forest. The block- 
aders, later known affectionately as the "Sap- 
phire Six," employed a new technique in civil 
disobedience: the shut down and "arrest" of 
logging equipment. Chained to a high lead 
yarding unit, banner furled from the top of its 92- 
foot tower, the six helped bring the ancient forest 
issue into national focus (EF! vII,nVII) 

For this third-degree misdemeanor offense 
of crimi nal mischief we each served 15 days in jail 


longs to the same country club as the three. He 
jquoted no case law and it didn't seem to matter. 
/ All throughout David's presentation the judges 
interrupted him, repeatedly asking how, if we 
weren't punished, could we be kept from going in 
rand destroying logging equipment? David 
! jwould politely explain again that it was a CD 
action, that we never intended harm, destruc- 
tion, blah, blah, blah. What he wanted to say of 
course was the obvious: Look, Shit-for-brains, if 
you punish civil disobedience, it's gonna force 
'em into other means of protest. Get it? 

So now we wait for justice. The judgement 
on our appeal has yet to be handed down, but it 
appears we are looking at a journey to Oregon 
State Supreme Court. A loss on our side chalks up 
a big one for the rich, power elite who prefer 
business-as-usual. David Atkin has toiled on this 
case without pause and sadly, without pay. Bur- 
ied in bills, his law practice will terminate with 
the year's end. Although already destined to 


CTVal Wacl$, who sat atop the yarder pole, served life of servit ude for Da Vtti, wrrgageflv await the] 


2fTdays). We paid $250 fines and received four 
years probation. As a group we were ordered to 
pay restitution of $ 1 700 to Medco subcontractor 
Huffman & Wright Logging Co. for their down 
time of one day. This was strict non-violent CD, 
mind you, no equipment damage, purely expres- 
sive conduct as guaranteed under First Amend- 
ment protection. 

"Then came the famous jailhouse bashing 

straight out of some sadistic jail matron's favorite 
fantasy flick, "Women Prisoners from Hell" per- 
i hap^kamala Reddf-karen Woo^kelpie Willsin 
\ andfeyal were pounded by their four cellmates 
] who didn't like their politics or the color of 
/ Kamala's skin. (I servedyat a later date due to a 
1 death in the family.^i^ames Jackson was un- 
planned in his cell. 

Apparently, somepeoplefeltwehadn'tbeen 
punished enough. These same people didn't like 
the truth told about destructive logging practices 
and didn't like that we said it while occupying 
their big machine. Huffman & Wright slapped us 
with a $57,000 civil suit. 

Our first trial for the civil suit in Nov., 1989, 
was an amusing jaunt into the horrors of biased 
judging, jury of (not my!) peers, loggers' lies, 
slimy attorneys, etc. Stacks of timber industry 
propaganda were allowed to go to jurors, but not 
the thousands of public comments on the 
Siskiyou NF plan. I figure we half-convinced the 
Roseburg (timber capital of the nation) jury beT 
cause they only awarded half of what they 
sought: $25,000 rather than $50,000 in punitives 
and $7800 in "actual" damages (the full value of 
the trees they didn't haul that day). 

Finally, on June 14, 1991, after two more 
years of body-numbing legal work, our legal hero 
David Atkin presented our oral arguments in the 
Salem, Oregon Court of Appeals. "Two openly 
hostile judges and one basically sleeping" was 
how he described the farce. Mark Rutzick, again 
representing H&W, and the darling of the Wes; 
ern Timber Industry Association, no doubt be^ 


^SnvaTofanew legal hero. Are vou out th ere? i 
C GOLLYTWHATNOW? 

We'll continue to keep assets out of our 
names. At any time, H&W can snatch bucks and 
property from any of us should we win the 
lottery, come into an inheritance, etc. While 
none of us has had any wages garnished, Kelpie 
came close once and did the right thing: quit her 
job! Any attorney friend can pull a paper 
monkeywrench to keep the amount to an ex- 
treme minimum ($1 per week) should any of us 
actually ever work full time. With community 
property laws, none of us can marry anyone 
without subjecting them to the same nonsense. 
(Sorry lads!) We contemplated each of us filing 
for bankruptcy, then discovered it wouldn't af- 
fect civil damages. 

A NEW, FIVE-STEP PLAN (not necessarily in 
this order!): 

1) Continue to live our lives as our principles 
demand. 

2) Secure new legal counsel to sally forth 
into the State Supreme court to set a strong, legal 
precedent. 

3) Wait 'em out. Eventually they'll tire of 
pouring thousands of dollars into Rutzick's 
pocket and will realize the proverbial wisdom 
regarding blood from turnips holds true for Earth 
First!ers and money. 

tKrre~M^: Mice GaF| Buckol 
|Harrassment and intimidation work both wayst 
Put Huffman & Wright and Medco at the top on 
your Eco-fucker hit list. # $ 1 

5) FUNDkAiSu! The outcome Of thiscaseTs 
critical to activists everywhere. We've got to 
generate some bucks to fuel this campaign and 
we need your help now. If you can hold a 
fundraiser for us or can send a donation (ear- 
marked "Sapphire Six Legal Defense"), we can 
continue the fight. Please send donations to: 
Chjco KP1, PO Ro&_5625, Chico, CA 95927. 
Michele Miller 
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Biodiversity Activists Needed 

Grassroots activists with a strong biological interest and legal orienta- 
tion are needed to develop comprehensive reviews of the biological status 
and distribution of various unprotected rare and endangered species in the 
United States. Status reviews would include considerable research, letter 
writing, analysis of historical and present ranges and activities that are 
threatening these species and their ecosystems. Information collected in 
these status reviews will be used to develop and implement effective 
administrative, legal and public education programs on behalf of the 
species. Species of special concern requiring in-depth status reviews 
include: 

Eastern woodrat (Neotoma floridana) 

Eastern Diamondback Rattlesnake (Crotalus adamanteus) 

Flatwoods Salamander (Ambystoma cingulatum) 

Canada Lynx (Felis lynx canadensis) 

Penland Alpine Fen Mustard (Eutrema penlandii) 

Longnose Darter (Percina nasuta) 

Least Chub (Iotichthys phlegethontis) 

Flat-Tailed Horned Lizard (Phrynosoma mcallii) 

Mexican Garter Snake (Thammophis eques) 

Amargosa Toad (Bufo nelsoni), lowland species 
California Red-Legged Frog (Rana aurora), lowland species 
Cascades Frog (Rana cascadae), montane species 
Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog (Rana boylii), lowland species 
Northern Leopard Frog (Rana pipiens), montane species 
Lowland Leopard Frog (Rana yavapaiensis) , lowland species 
Mountain Yellow-Legged Frog (Rana muscosa), montane species 
Olympic Salamander (Rhyacotriton olympicus), forest species 
Relict Leopard Frog (Rana onca), lowland species, probably extinct 
Spotted Frog (Rana pretiosa), lowland species declining rapidly due to 
the destruction of riparian /wetland ecosystems in the west 
Tailed Frog (Ascaphus truei), forest species 

Tarahumara Frog (Rana tarahumarae), lowland species, believed to be 
extinct in AZ 


Tiger Salamander (Ambystoma tigrinum), montane species 
Western Toad (Bufo boreas), montane species 
Yosemite Toad (Bufo canorus), montane species 
What you can do: If you are interested in working on behalf of any of these 
species or have up-to-date information on their status please write the EF! 
Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132. Thank you. 
—Jasper Carlton 


EF! Foundation 

The Earth First! Foundation 
Board of Directors met May 26 & 2 7 
in San Francisco, CA, at which time 
the Board elected Linda Wells of 
Tucson, AZ, as a new member of the 
Board. The Board also selected 
Linda as Treasurer of the Board of 
Directors, thus filling a much- 
needed niche for the EF! Founda- 
tion. Besides distributing grant 
money around to deserving recipi- 
ents, the other major development 
from the Board meeting was a de- 
cision to change the name of the EF! 
Foundation. The Board is inviting 
ideas and suggestions for a new 
name for the Foundation; if anyone 
has any suggestions, please send 
them to Myra Noss at the EF! 
Foundation, Box 1683, Corvallis, 
OR 97339 by August 15th. 

The name change does not 
necessarily signify a change of 
direction or philosophy of the EF! 
Foundation. The Foundation is still 
accepting and considering all pro- 
posals that stress the importance of 
wilderness and biodiversity. The 
next Board of Directors phone con- 
ference is August 20th, so get any 
proposals in to Myra in time for her 
to distribute copies to all the Board 
members around the continent. 
source— Dan Conner 

EF! 

Direct Action Fund 

The Earth First! Direct Action 
Fund is gearing up to respond to the 
season of increased activity/more 
actions, i.e. the logging, mining, 
roadbuilding frenzy season. 

Recent projects funded in- 
clude the SOS Sarawak action (see 
front page), Everglades EF!, Endan- 
gered Species Act Week actions na- 
tionwide, and start-up funds for the 
James Bay campaign. 

The Direct Action Fund is 
reaching out to journal subscribers 
to support the activists out in the 
field and in the front lines. So, 
when you get that letter in the mail 
from DAF, think of those activists 
on the front lines all around the 
country, in Florida, in California, in 
Wisconsin — sitting in front of the 
bulldozers, climbing trees, hanging 


EF! Ranching 
Task Force 

For the second year in a row, 
Rep. Mike Synar (D-OK) managed to 
get the US House of Representatives 
to pass a fee hike for grazing on 
public lands from $1.97 to $8. 70 per 
AUM over the next five years. The 
Senate has yet to consider the legis- 
lation, but it is uncertain whether a 
grazing fee hike could pass the 
Senate. In the last congressional 
session, the cowboy lobby and the 
big oil lobby each hounded the Sen- 
ate to get what each wanted (free 
lunches) , and in the give and take in 
the inner workings of the Senate 
bowels, the Senators extended a ban 
on offshore oil drilling, but cut out 
the grazing fee hike. Essentially, the 
cowboy lobby beat the big oil lobby, 
which gives one an idea of just how 
much sway the cowboy lobby holds 
in the hearts and minds and pock- 
etbooks of the US Senate. You can 
contact Synar at US House of Rep- 
resentatives, 2441 RHOB, Wash- 
ington, DC 20515, (202)225-2701. 

Whatever the result of the con- 
gressional grazing fee hike saga, the 
whole concept of grazing fees is a 
self-perpetuating entity. Graziers 
run livestock on the public range 
and pay the AUM fee to the BLM or 
the Freddies. This fee money then 
goes to the Treasury, but one half 
comes back to the area in which it 
was generated in the form of money 
distributed to Range Betterment 
Funds. Grazing Advisory’ Boards, 
comprised mostly of local ranchers, 
then decide how the money in the 
Range Betterment Funds should be 
spent in the locality. As you may 
expect, money in Range Betterment 
Funds is almost always spent on 
ranching developments on public 
land. An increased grazing fee will 
put more money into these Range 
Betterment Funds, so we can logi- 
cally expect to see increased 
ranching developments on public 
lands should a fee hike be enacted. 
The present Grazing Advisory 
Boards must be dismantled con- 
current with a fee hike if we wish to 
effect real change in public lands 
welfare ranching. 
source — Lynn Jacobs 



BIODIVERSITY BUMPERSTICKERS 

Only $2 each, postpaid. Additional contributions will help us build a 
needed species and ecosystem defense fund. 

Earth First! Biodiversity Project 

PO Box 3132 Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
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banners — and dig deep in your 
pockets to offer whatever suppou 
you can. | 

— Karen Pickett ii 


T-SHIRTS 



Forest, brushland, 
grassland, desert - 
don’t forget your 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

DE-FENCE 

TOOL. 

It is considered standard 
equipment on the Western 
range. Askyour local rancher. 

The extremely versatile 10" 
Environmental De-fence 
Tool is made by Diamond "Ibol 
Co., which lifetime-warrenties 
its quality. It usually retails for 
S16-S20. 
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VA/DC EF! 

Bob Mueller and others pro- 
vided the Forest Service with maps 
detailing hundreds of thousands of 
acres of proposed wilderness con- 
nected by corridors; it is called The 
Wilderness Corridor Alternative to 
the George Washington National 
Forest (GWNF) plan, or Alternative 
3. Thedealwith this proposal is that 
in order for an area in the GW Forest 
to be designated "wilderness," there 
must be less than 1 /2 mile of system 
road per 1000 acres; the catch is 
that the corridors connecting the 
wilderness areas would have some 
roads within them. Ideally, these 
roads would be left to return to a 
state of wilderness, although this 
isn't politically realistic if the roads 
are major. VA/DC EF! is pushing the 
Wilderness Corridor Alternative as 
part of a plan to make the GWNF 
into a "showcase for ecology man- 
agement of a national forest." Since 
the GW is the closest National For- 
est to Washington, DC, this "forest 
showcase" would be a feather in the 
politicos' hats. 

Activists are also needed to 
map out expanded wilderness areas 
for the Monongahela National 
Forest in West Virginia, an area for 
which no new wilderness areas 
have been proposed. The Forest 
Service is continuing to clearcut 
areas in this forest for what it calls 
"wilderness openings." 

To voice support of the Wil- 
derness Corridor Alternative, try 
writing letters to the editor of local 
newspapers if you're from that re- 
gion, or you can write to the GW 
National Forest Supervisor at 
Harrison Plaza, Harrisonburg, Va. 
22801. 

source — Bob Mueller 

Virginia 
Wilderness Bill 

The Virginia Wilderness Bill 
proposes nine sections to be addi- 
tional "bona fide" wilderness areas. 
They are all contained within the 
George Washington National For- 
est and are supported by the three 
Congressmen representing those 
regions, Congresspeople Olin (6 of 
the areas), Payne (2 areas), and 
Boucher (1 area). Two areas in the 
Jefferson National Forest are also 
under consideration for inclusion 
in the bill. The group working the 
bill through is the Virginia Wilder- 
ness Committee, organized in 1969, 
and there are many varied groups 
backing the bill, including hunt- 
ing/fishing groups and garden clubs 
(!) under the name "Wilderness 
Coalition of Virginia." 

For the first time in Virginia, 
however, loggers have organized 
opposition to the bill, going so far as 
to hire a retired forester from the 
GW to manage their vendetta. 
Ironically, the land being proposed 
is basically of roadless, "Wilder- 
ness" quality because the areas are 
too steep or rocky to make building 
roads and logging in those areas 
worthwhile. It's no coincidence 
that the proposed areas are all rocky 
or steep — the flatter, more acces- 
sible areas are not in wilderness 
condition due to previous logging 
or development. 
source— Ernie Dickeren 
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Tent Protest Leads 
to Herbicide Ban 

A group of student environ- 
mentalists at Williams College in 
Wiliamstown, MA, and members of 
the anarchist group Autonome Fo- 
rum teamed up under the Earth 
First! banner to take direct action 
against the annual application of 
toxic herbicides on campus lawns. 

The EF!ers had long lobbied for 
an end to the herbicide use, point- 
ing out that the biocides used by the 
college contained such carcinogens 
as 2,4-D and other toxins which 
could easily leak into 
Williamstown's ground water sup- 
ply. Needless to say, appeals were 
ignored, and actions were called for. 
On the night before the pesticides 
were to be sprayed EF'.ers camped 
out in 7 different tents spread out 
across the campus in visible loca- 
tions. This both alerted passing 
students and residents to the dan- 
gers of biocides and prevented the 
college from carrying out the 
spraying. 

There were no arrests and the 
action was extensively covered in 
all the local papers. The college 
administration was greatly embar- 
rassed by all of the press attention, 
so they gave in to the protestor's 
demands. The college agreed not to 
apply the pesticides for that year, 
and they agreed to "set up a com- 
mittee" to study the effects of her- 
bicide use. 

EFlers are prepared to return to 
their tents if the college decides to 
resume the use of biocides. Mean- 
while, the biocide issue is wide- 
spread and must be addressed in 
communities across the country. 
We wholly recommend the tent- 
uiethod of protest; not only is it 
effective in physically preventing 
the application of toxins, but it also 
provides activists a nice night under 
the stars! 

—Jan K raker 


Big Bend EF! 

The Forest Service recently 
passed the "Interim Guidelines," 
which basically say that 
clearcutting will be stopped in 60% 
of Florida's Appalachicola National 
Forest land. Big Bend EF! attributes 
this limited success to the billboards 
on clearcutting that it placed in 
select spots around town. The bill- 
boards read, "Should a National 
Forest look like this? Stop 
clearcutting on public land" with a 
picture of an ugly clearcut in the 
center. 

The money for these doin's 
was from a grant from the EF! 
Foundation for the "Longleaf Pine 
Education Project." BBEF! just got 
another grant from the Foundation 
and is planning to continue the 
education project that it started last 
year, which involves speakers going 
to schools and other civic areas. 
source— Mike Schoelen 

Georgia 

Several people protested 
against new reactors being 
planned for the Savannah River 
bomb plant in Aiken, SC, which 
produces plutonium and tritium. 
The plant already has five reactors, 
two of which are permanently shut 
down, and three that are tempo- 
rarily shut down due to problems 
with management. 

The European Peace Pilgrim- 
age is composed of people from 
overseas who are coming to walk 
from St. Marys, GA — where the 
Trident submarines are commis- 
sioned and sent off — to a nuclear 
test site in Nevada via Georgia, 
Alabama, Texas, New Mexico, and 
Arizona. Interested in participat- 
ing or housing marchers along the 
way? You can contact: Friends of 
EPP '92, A Siniederslaan 14, Nl- 
5615 Ge Einhoven, the Nether- 
lands. 

source— Paul Beck 


Chip Mills 
from Hell 

Campers alert! Alabama is 
selling you and millions of acres out 
to the lowest bidder. And the scum 
are foreigners to boot! Yup, a sleazy 
crowd from over in Korea wants to 
clearcut Dixie so's to make 
woodchips and ship 'em overseas. 
It's a scam of the lowliest order. 

One operation, Donghae Pulp 
(aka DungHeap), seeks to set up 
shop (chip mill, loading dock) on 
the Tennessee River near Bridge- 
port, AL. The m.o.: They clearcut 
thousands of acres of hardwoods, 
chip 'em at the mill, load 'em at the 
dock, ship 'em down Bevil's Folly 
(Tenn-Tom Waterway) to Mobile 
where the state has conveniently 
provided one expensive export 
woodchip terminal. The Gazette 
has learned that the Alabama State 
Docks Department worked for over 
two years with DungHeap to en- 
courage this heinous industry into 
the region. In a letter from said 
Department, the Dock Director 
stated, "The State of Alabama has 
made substantial commitments to 
Donghae and this project." Com- 
mitments? 

This industry resembles the 
drift netting of the high seas. It will 
convert Alabama's timber acres to 
pulp. It will alter the habitats of 
countless native critters. Say 
goodbye to the wild areas of the 
Heart of Dixie.... 

What you can do: 1st: recall 
GuvnerHunt! 2nd: expel the entire 
State Docks Department from of- 
fice. 3rd: write TVA and tell 'em to 
"just say NO!" TVA, c/o Paul 
Schmierbach, 400 W Summit Hill 
Dr, SPB 2, Knoxville, TN 37902- 
1499. 

— The rustic Gazette 


Mississippi 
Toxics Burning 

Hey EFlers in the deep South, 
we know it's hot there right now, 
but if any of you feel the urge to do 
something, then have at! In Mis- 
sissippi, there are five or six sites 
selected as toxic waste burning fa- 
cilities. Two of these are in the Starr 
State Forest located near both Mis- 
sissippi State University and a Na- 
tional Forest. The sites are research 
sites used by the university but 
owned by the state. A hazardous 
waste siting committee decided on 
the sites. 

SOURCE— WM. BONNEY 
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Superconducting 
Super Collider 
Protested in Texas 

A 9.1 billion dollar project in 
nuclear physics is slated for Ellis 
County, Texas. The Superconduct- 
ing Super Collider (SSC) will be (in 
theory) the largest scientific instru- 
ment ever built and will enable the 
discovery of "how everything is put 
together." The SSC will consist of a 
10 foot diameter underground 
tunnel, 54 miles in circumference, 
in which beams of protons will be 
accelerated to an energy of 20 tril- 
lion electron volts and collided to- 
gether. And then let's just see what 
happens! It's hard to know where to 
begin to piotest. 

It is terrifying to think, perhaps 
most importantly, how the knowl- 
edge gained from the SSC (if any) is 
put to use. Theoretically, once 
physicists know "how everything is 
put together" it is logical to pre- 
sume they will know "how to take 
everything apart." As if we aren't 
doing that fast enough as it is. 

Another repulsive factor in- 
volved here is the cost. Spending 
$9.1 billion on speculative tech- 
nology, while cutting social pro- 
grams left and right, is criminal. In 
addition, to compensate for 
underfunding of the SSC project by 
Congress, the Dept, of Energy 
(DOE) is spending $75 million that 
it would have otherwise spent on 
cleanup of nuclear reactors already 
in use. 

Let's not forget, as well, that 
the SSC is projected to produce 
10,500 ft^ of Low Level Radioactive 
Waste per year, eventually turning 
the entire region into a radioactive 
dumpsite. 

The site chosen for the SSC, the 
Austin Chalk in Ellis County, con- 
tains many faults and fractures 
which provide excellent paths for 
the migration of water. Many resi- 
dents in Ellis County get their water 
from wells and springs. Digging a 
tunnel into the Austin Chalk, if it 
doesn't dry up the springs and 
wells, will create the potential for 
radioactive contamination. 

Once again, the Environmen- 
tal Impact Studies (EIS) have been 
designed to tell the DOE and Texas 
National Research Laboratory 
Commission (TNRLC) what they 
want to hear. Land acquisition and 
construction of the SSC laboratories 
began even before the final EIS was 
released. One hopeful occurrence is 
that Japan and other countries, who 
had been expected to donate as 
much as $2 billion to the SSC, have 
recently reneged on that offer. 

The Ellis County community 
has organized in opposition to the 
SSC. They have made public the 
shabby job of research into site- 
location conducted by the DOE and 
TNRLC. And yet the SSC is still 
being built, full speed ahead. 

What you can do: Let your 
Congressperson know how you feel 
about the SSC. In addition, almost 
every major university in the US is 
conducting research into the phys- 
ics of the SSC; find out what the 
university near you is studying and 
raise a stink if you don't like it. To 
help collect petition signatures pro- 
testing the SSC's construction in 
Ellis County, write to George 
Caddel, PO Box 654, Waxahachie, 
TX 75165. 

Source — Michael Worsham 



Big River EFI collects junk on its annual Big River cleanup. Golly, they're just a bunch of civic-minded good neighbors. 
Now if they'd just car-pool and recycle, everything will be OKI Knowing Big Liver EFI, it probably turned into a party. 


Terrra-ists Purge 
River Of Trash 

Terra-ists from Big River EF! 
successfully completed their 4th 
Annual Big River Cleanup. The two- 
day June float from Mineral Fork to 
Brown's Ford Bridge netted an as- 
sortment of human left-behinds, 
including beer cans, plastic, car seats, 
many rubber tires and various rem- 
nants of industrialized civilization. 

A major highlight of the 
cleanup was that no known 
drownings occurred among those 
participating in the float. Minor 
injuries were reported around the 
campfire where ground and reality 
met. The most memorable accident 
happened when Dan B., while sitting 
securely on his empty beer cooler — 
contents of which were sloshily 
imbedded in his stomach — decided 
our first priority was to save all the 
frogs that are disappearing from 
earth. He raised his arms backwards 
and yelled, "and then we'll save the 
world." Upon that proclamation he 
fell backwards and was not heard 
from the rest of the night. 

Last year's cleanup was not 
appreciated by the Missouri De- 
partment of Conservation, which 
was pissed at our unauthorized river 
beautification because we left a ton 
or so of waste that we had liberated 
from the river at the Merrill horse 
access trash receptacles — and it did 
not receive proper notification for 
removal. This year an MDOC agent 
was waiting for us; but this time 
with a smile and thanks for our 
efforts. She was surprised that we 
did this on our own with no cor- 
porate sponsorship. In Missouri 
most.river cleanups are in conjunc- 
tion with beer and chemical com- 
panies who reward the do-gooders 
with barbecued dead flesh and a pat 
on the fanny. Our consensus is we 
would rather kick their corporate 
poop shoots. 

— Orin Langelle, Big River EF! 
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Wolf Action Group 

Since the US Fish & Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) moved a pack of 
wolf pups from the Ninemile Valley 
near Missoula, MT, to Glacier Na- 
tional Park, two of the pups have 
been shot (the third pup moved 
with the pack, a female, was later 
recaptured and moved to prison at 
Wolf Haven). One turned up 
floating on Mud Lake near Bigfork, 
MT (just south of Glacier) with no 
further clues other than a single 
gunshot wound, the other was shot 
by a rancher near Condon, MT. 
Dick Branzell, the USFWS special 
agent in charge of the investigation 
into the Condon shooting, has rec- 
ommended that the US Attorney in 
Montana not press charges against 
the Condon rancher (because the 
killing was "righteoiwr^Fhe Wolf 
Action Group quicklyfieidtrrally to 
promote vigilantism and encour- 
aged citizens of the West to take the 
law into their own hands, as long as 
they were righteous. It is not often 
that government bureaucrats en- 
courage and promote anarchistic, 


So. California 
Action Alert 

Earth First! and other activists 
are trying to list the California 
gnatcatcher as endangered with 
USFWS. There are fewer than 300 
left in San Diego county. The listing 
of the gnatcatcher would halt many 
large developments (it has already 
stopped developments in Orange 
County). The developers are not 
taking this lightly (the gnatcatcher 
is Southern California's Spotted 
Owl) and they plan to pack the 
upcoming hearings. Please come 
and lend your voice and support. 
Gnatcatcher Hearings: August 1st, 
1991, Newport Beach City Coun- 
cil Chambers, 3300 Newport 
Beach Blvd, 10:00 am (please 
come early) For more information 
call Ark: (213) 698-8041. 

SOURCE — LORIN LINDNOR 


Tallgrass Prairie EF! 


BLM sends Southern Utah to the dogs 

The BLM is, at this moment, leasing parcels of land in Southern Utah 
for oil development. At least two leases have been worked (by Columbia 
Oil) and over one hundred more leases have been given, despite disrup- 
tions at the auction and BLM office by local EF! activists. What follows is 
a list of the ones we feel are most sensitive. Exxon, PG&E, Coors, and other 
of our favorite rapists are rushing in to get their fill, and legal action could 
take quite a while. 

Protested Parcels in the Moab area: 

045 T25S,R6E SLM, UT 640 acres 

Sec 23: all. 

058 T20S,R15E SLM, UT 2232.88 acres 

Sec 26: S2N2, S2, Sec27: S2N2, S2, Sec 34 & 35: all. 

060 T122S,R17E SLM, UT 1728.11 acres 

Sec 7: all, Sec 8: W2W2, Sec 17: N2, N2S2, Sec 18: lots 1,2,3, NE, 
E2NW, NESW, N2SE. 

068 T27S,R18E SLM, UT 1053 acres 

Sec 1: N2 (excluding Canyonlands National Park), Sec 2: lots 3,5,6, 
S2NE, N2SW (excluding CNP), Sec 3: lots 3-8, S2NE, NESW, N2SE 
(excluding CNP), Sec 4 & 5: all (excluding CNP). 

086 T23S,R20E SLM, UT 556.69 acres 

Sec 30: lot 16, SESW, Sec 31: lots 1-4,8,9,13,14, E2W2, W2SE. 

087 T24S,R20E SLM, UT 1416.8 acres 

Sec 29: S2N2, NWNW, N2SW, SESW, SE, Sec 30 & 31: all. 

088 T25S,R20E SLM, UT 1672.61 acres 

Sec 5: all, Sec 6: lots 1-18, E2SW. 

089 T25S,R20E SLM, UT 1118.96 acres 

Sec 7: lots 1-3, NE, E2NW, NESW, N2SE, Sec 8: all. 

090 T26S,R20E SLM, UT 18.05 acres 


anti-regulatory and extra-legal be- 
havior, but when the rules & regs 
people decide that laws are inconse- 
quential and just shouldn't be fol- 
lowed, citizens should be pleased to 
respond appropriately and do what 
needs to be done. 

Incidentally, the USFWS is still 
batting .000, oh-for-forever, at wolf 
relocation. Every wolf relocation it 
has attempted in the Northern 
Continental Divide has been spec- 
tacularly unsuccessful. 

—Timothy Bechtold 
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Tallgrass Prairie Earth First!, in 
Iowa City, IA, has taken on two 
projects aimed at preserving wild 
prairie habitat and prairie 
biodiversity. The group has as- 
sumed management of county 
roadsides bordering on a local prai- 
rie preserve. The Johnson County 
road department has been per- 
suaded to stop spraying for weeds 
on all county roads, and local EF!ers 
have agreed to take over protection 
of what is a de facto extension of the 
preserved prairie ecosystem. In ad- 
dition, TPEF! is maintaining a prai- 
rie plants demonstration plot for 
educational purposes. It contains 
29 different species of prairie plants. 
source— Hal Rowe 
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Sec 6: lot 4. 

091 T29S,R20E SLM, UT 80 acres 

Sec 1: SWNE, Sec 12: NWSW. 

092 T29S,R20E SLM, UT 1200 acres 

Sec 15: all, Sec 22: N2, N2S2, SWSW, SESE. 

093 T29S,R20E SLM, UT 320 acres 

Sec 25: S2NE, Sec 27: NE, W2NW. 

097 T26S,R21E SLM, UT 478.08 acres 

Sec 3: S2SW, Sec 6: lot 13, SWNE, E2SW, W2SE, SESE, Sec 12: lots 

6 , 11 , 12 . 

098 T26S,R21E SLM, UT 19.51 acres 

Sec 17: lot 8. 

099 T26S,R21E SLM, UT 280 acres 

Sec 34: NENE, S2NE, SE. 

100 T27S R21E SLM, UT 249.08 acres 

Sec 1: lots 1,2, S2NE, Sec 10: N2NW. 

101 T28S,R21E SLM, UT 178.99 acres 

Sec 4: lots 3,4, S2NW. 

102 T29S,R21E SLM, UT 120 acres 

Sec 26: NWSW,, SESE., Sec. 35: NENW. 

106 T24S,R22E SLM, UT 649 acres 

Sec 35: all 

114 T27S,R23E SLM, UT 2278.8 acres 

Sec 20: all, Sec 21: E2NW, S2, Sec 28: all (excluding patented mining 
claims), Sec 29: all. 

115 T27S,R23E SLM, UT 1923.38 acres 

Sec 27: all, Sec 33: all (excluding patented mining claims), Sec 34: all. 

116 T27S,R23E SLM, UT 422.92 acres 

Sec 30: lots 1-4, E2W2, Sec 3 1 : SE (excluding patented mining claims) . 
Maps can be obtained at any geological survey office. 
Monkeywrenches can be obtained at your local hardware store. 

— University of Utah EF! 
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Sea Shepherd 
Rammed! 

Date: June 7, 1991 

Time: 0630 hours 

Position: 11° 39' north. 60° 54' 

west. NE of Trinidad. 

After a brief stop in Port of 
Spain to get supplies and assess 
damage, the Sea Shepherd II set out 
again to drive the Taiwanese and 
Japanese drift nets out of the South 
Atlantic Ocean and the Caribbean 
Sea. Eight days after leaving Key 
West, FL, the Conservation En- 
forcement ship Sea Shepherd II en- 
countered a Taiwanese fishing ves- 
sel eighty miles Northeast of 
Trinidad. The Sea Shepherd II came 
alongside the Jin Y Shiang to inspect 
her gear. Both vessels travelled at 
ten knots at a distance of twenty 
feet from each other. Without 
warning, the Taiwanese vessel 
veered swiftly to port and towards 
us, and slammed the starboard gun- 
nels of the Sea Shepherd, causing 
extensive damage. 

The Sea Shepherd fell back as the 
Taiwanese cheered. The Taiwanese 
were obviously told to intimidate 
investigating conservation vessels 
forcefully . Unintimidated, the Sea 
Shepherd turned and pursued the Jin 
Y Shiang, approaching from the 
starboard side. The Taiwanese ves- 
sel turned sharply to starboard to- 
wards the Sea Shepherd to attack 
again. We were ready, and maneu- 
vered in a defensive manner, caus- 
ing the Taiwanese to miss our hull 
and strike our bow, resulting in ex- 
tensive damage to the Taiwanese 
ship and none to the Sea Shepherd. 

Capt. Paul Watson offered, 
"They drew first blood. They at- 
tacked us first this year. If they want 
to give us intimidation, we will re- 
turn intimidation. Our objective in 
these waters is to clean these greedy, 
strip-mining bandit scum from the 
surface of the oceans." He said that 
the Sea Shepherd will continue to 
take every precaution to prevent 
causing or sustaining injuries: "We 
have never caused an injury nor 
have we ever sustained an injury 
nor have we ever been convicted of 
a criminal activity. This is a record 
we intend to keep but not at the 
expense of refusing to defend our- 
selves." 

— Captain Paul Watson 



BLACK ON ECRU - 100% COTTON T-SHIRT 
M-L-XL S12.00 ppd. 


Call or write us about bulk order discounts 
alternate colors available for bulk orders 

Proceed* go to Long Island EARTH FIRST ! 

Please make checks payable to THE FOGHORN 
(our local newsletter' and send to POB 812, 
Huntington.NY 11743. We can be reached at 
516/424-6499 from 10 to 10 EST any day. 


OVERGRAZING SLIDE SHOW 

The Eating of the West graphically displays the devastation of Western public lands at the hands 
(and hooves) of the livestock industry. The show consists of over 100 high-quality slides from 
National Forests, National Wildlife Refuges, and BLM lands that portray the shocking magnitude 
of the problems caused by grazing. The slide show comes with a written script and is rented at 
cost, $10. Free copies of a 48-page tabloid on grazing are also available. Please include the name 
and number of a contact person with your order, and the date you need the show along with 
alternate dates. Orders must include street address for UPS delivery. The Eating of the West was 
funded by donations to Lynn Jacobs and the Earth First! Foundation. 

ORDER SLIDE SHOW DIRECTLY FROM: 

Ranching Task Force 
PO Box 41652 
Tucson, AZ 8571 7 



We're Back! 
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Now available on cassette 
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(Recorded live at 
summer camps on the 
San Juan Islands, 
Washington) 



At night 
They Howl 
at the Noon 


Includes: I Am an Animal • We Don’t Want to Live in 
the Zoo • Lay Down Your WhODDer. Rahv . 411 



International Day of Outrage Aga 
August 27, 1991 

MAXXAM Corporation and its demonic d« 

Charlie" Hurwitz are gnawing away at forest, 
ecosystems while simultaneously looting worke 
Texas Savings & Loans. - 

Ecotopia Earth First! is calling for Earth 
tentacles of this corporate squid and turn MAX/ 
calamari. (That wasn't very biocentric, was it?) ■ 

York City EF! to raid the New York Stock Exchange 
to storm the securities Exchange Commission, Fit 
tropical developments, Rastafarian EF! to elii 

bauxite plant at Discovery Bay, Houston EF! to < k 

headquarters and brand Charlie personally w 

Southern California EF! to derail Drexel Burnt 

Angeles or to do the Ritz — MAXXAM's Ritz Carlti 

Rancho Mirage, San Francisco Bay EF! to soil the 

Valley, Sacramento Mud People EF! to "Sack the 

finish off their Fountain Hills Development H( 

Ecotopia EF! to silence the chainsaws in the anc 
once and for all (what's taking you guys so long a 

We encourage local groups to tie their local ] 
the Redwood theme. For example, in Jan. 1990, w 
said "The Ritz Rapes Redwoods, Boycott the Ritz" ir 
these international symbols of nature become a 
issue. Call Darryl at (707) 943-3788 or Tracy (707) 

(707) 468-1660, or write to POBox 34, Garberville 
—DarryL Cherney 



Bulletins 

Deep Ecologists Form Gateway 


John Seed, Joanna Macy, and Bill Devall 
have formed Gateway, an organization to pro- 
mote Deep Ecology Experiential Education by 
providing wide access to trained facilitators, 
learning materials and educational opportunities. 
Gateway plans to offer five major services for the 
public and practitioners in the US and abroad: 

1. Public workshops and courses 

2. Corporate and professional training programs 

3. Development of facilitators of Deep Ecology 
Experiential Education 

4. Learning materials for individuals and groups 

5. International clearinghouse of resources, fa- 
cilitators, and educational opportunities 

Gateway is offering a basic training course 
by Joanna Macy entitled Theory and Practice of 


Deep Ecology Work on August 2-8 in West Vir- 
ginia. It is designed for educators, helping profes- 
sionals and activists with teaching and leader- 
ship experience who wish to facilitate deep 
ecology learning. 

The founders of Gateway are seeking re- 
sponses to this project from interested supporters 
of the deep, long-range ecology movement. In 
particular they would like to know the kinds of 
training that Gateway needs to offer, the sorts of 
educational materials that would be most helpful 
to the community, and the social issues that the 
community considers important in the develop- 
ment of Gateway. Contact Faith Fuller, 6134 
Chinquapin Parkway, Baltimore, MD 21239 
(301)433-7873. 


New Book 

The Rainforest 
Action Network's 
Wood User's Guide 
RAN's Pam Wellner 
and Eugene Dickey 
have compiled a 67- 
page comprehensive 
guide to avoiding the 
use of tropical wood. 

It tells you how tropical woods are used in con- 
struction, how to identify them, and suggests 
alternatives, and it includes a list of the Bad Guys, 
as well. To order the book, send $7.50, plus $2.50 
shipping, to RAN, 301 Broadway, Suite A, San 
Francisco, CA 94133. Bulk orders are available at 
a discount, call 415-398-4404 for information. 
It's a good thing to have around. 



Joanna Macy's Schedule 

AUGUST 

2-4 Charlestown, WV 301-433-7873 
World as Lover, World as Self 
2-9 Charlestown, WV 301-433-7873 
Deep Ecology Training 
17 Oakland, CA 415-525-8596 
Meditation in Action 
21-2 Olympia, WA 415-346-7927 
Courage Under Fire 
SEPTEMBER 

3 Marin, CA 415-527-2552 
Honoring the Life Force 

21 Pleasant Hill, CA 415-527-8398 
Greening of the Self 

22 SF Bay Area 707-895-3156 
On Community 

OCTOBER 

4- 6 San Francisco 415-753-6100 

Despair & Empowerment Workshop 
18-20 Malibu, CA 213-396-5054 

Walking Through Fire, Returning to Earth 
NOVEMBER 

3 Melbourne, Australia 03-387-6258 
Reinhabiting Time 

5- 10 East Gippsland, Australia 03-387-6258 


John Seed's Schedule 

AUGUST: 

23-25, Council of All Beings, 

25-29, ReEarthing co-lead with Harriet-Rose Meiss 
Interface Institute, Boston, MA, (617)924 1100 fax 924 1163 
31 -Sept 2 Council of All Beings 
Omega Institute, Rhinebeck, NY, (914)338-6030 

SEPTEMBER 

6-8 Council of All Beings, West Virginia 
9-10 Council of All Beings training 

11-13 Gender and Deep Ecology - an experimental workshop 
13-18 Reweaving the Web, Earth celebration, renewal, 
shamanic journeys, chanting, sweats, networking, strategising 
contact: Heart Phoenix, (904)4660222 19 - 23 Autumn 
Equinox Celebration, CraryviUe, NY (212)924-2295 

OCTOBER 

11-13 Council of All Beings, Esalen Institute, CA 

(408)667-3000 

18-20 Council of All Beings 

21-23 Council of All Beings training 

Occidental CA, contact Ron Karp, (707)874-3913 


Eco Short Wave 

Amateur radio operators and shortwave lis- 
teners (SWL) who are interested in a worldwide 
environmental awareness net will be happy to 
know that Robert N. Wilderman, K3SRO, 19 Glen 
Road, Lansdale, PA, 19446- 1405, will be acting as 
net control for the KX2Z — PLA/NET. 

All correspondence should be directed to 
the above address. The net will meet the first and 
third Saturday of every month on 14.285 KHZ or 
14.330 KHZ (plus or minus QRM) at 1830 Z (2:30 
PM, EDT) unless otherwise announced. Discus- 
sions concerning various environmental and 
ecological topics are welcomed. Guest speakers 
are planned as well as other environmental cam- 
paigns and up-to-date information of vital im- 
portance to the survival of our planet. 

PLA/NET seeks to bring the resources of 
amateur radio worldwide to the service of the 
earth. It is a coalition of environmentalists and 
ham radio operators using the power of the 
airwaves as a force for change. We mean to 
encourage environmentally conscious behavior, 
aid in times of crisis and work in partnership with 
ecologists everywhere. 

We hope that you will plan to join our net 
which began on July 20, 1991. We must work 
together to make this planet "green" and "safe" 
again. 

PAW Conference 

Preserve Appalachian Wilderness Conference 

Sept. 14 & 15, 1991 at Chandler Hall 

James Madison University 

Harrisonburg, Virginia 

Sponsored by Virginians for Wilderness 

Theme: Returning Big Wilderness and Sanity 
to the Appalachians and Beyond, Strategies and 
Actions. 

Partial List of Participants: «Jeff Elliot, ecolo- 
gist and militant advocate for the wild in 
northern Appalachians. ‘Gary Lawless, poet 
of the wild and the Appalachians. *Jan 
Lundberg, Alliance for a Paving Moratorium, 
former petroleum industry analyst now for 
ecological restructuring. »Dr. Reed Noss, 
ecologist pioneer in the design of ecological 
reserve systems. •Jamie Sayen, founder of 
PAW and tireless promoter of big wilderness. 
•Prof. Robert Zahner, retired forester, 

Clemson University, ecologist and PAW advo- 
cate from the southern Appalachians. «PAW, 
Earth First!, Wild Earth and other activists 
from southern central and northern Appala- 
chians, as well as adjacent areas. •Notables 
from hither & Yon. 

Preregistration: $10, or $15 at the door. Make 
checks payable to Virginians for Wilderness 
and send to R.F. Mueller, Rt. 1 Box 250, 
Staunton, VA 24401; (703) 885-6983. Infor- 
mation on camping and accomodations 
available upon request. 



Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 

This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in stock. All 
prices are postpaid. We will publish more extensive visual displays in some other issue. 

All shirts are 1 00% cotton unless otherwise noted. 

Don't Tread On Me. Watermelon (all sizes), Tan (S & XL) $1 3. 

Mother Grizzly and Cub. Light Blue (short sleeve, S,M) $13; (long sleeve, all sizes) $1 3. _____ 

American Canyon Frog. Gray (S) $12. 

The Cracking of the Glen Canyon Damn (50/50). Tan (S,M), Light Blue (S,M) $5. 

Defend the Wilderness. Black (short sleeve, all sizes) $10; (long sleeve, S,M,L) $13. fW tjrV WrA 

Earth First! Red (all sizes) $10; Green (all sizes) $10. i ff 

Tools. Light Blue (S), Tan (S,M), Natural (organic unbleached cotton) (L, XL) $10. iff JT 

Free the Earth. Turquoise (S,M, XL), Fuschia (S), Orchid (S,M, XL) $12. iff 


Small, French-cut T-shirts (50/50) 

Earth First! (red, green), Defend (black) $5. 
Kids' sizes (50/50) 

Earth First! Green (kids' S, L) $5. 

PATCHES 

Earth First! $3.50 
Earth Police $3.00 

BUMPERSTICKERS 
$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Raper 

Developers Go Build in Hell ($5/doz) 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
If Your Pecker was as Small as Mine 
You'd Need a Muscle Wagon, Too ($5/doz) 
I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To You ($5/doz) 

Native 

Nature Bats Last 

Oil and Bears Don't Mix 

Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 

Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly . 

Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 
Save the Wild 
Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 

Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper, $5/doz) 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 



mu. OI.iVEK & FRIENDS 


CASSETTES , / 1 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 L f Jr 

Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 C 

Darryl Cherney / Had to be Born THis Century $1 0 

Darryl Cherney They Sure Don ’t Make Hippies Like They Used To $1 0 

Darryl Cherney Timber! % 10 

Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Primal The Deep Ecology Medicine Shows $1 0 

Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $1 0 

Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $1 0 

Citizen’s Band Pocket Full of Rocks $10 

Citizen’s Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 

Dakota Sid Clifford . . . For the Birds $10 

Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 

Alice DiMicele It’s a Miracle $1 0 

Alice DiMicele Make a Change $1 0 

Alice DiMicele Too Controversial $1 0 

Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in Montana $9 
Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 
Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 l 

Greg Keeler Post-Modern Blues $9 
Greg Keeler Inquiring Minds $9 
Katie Lee Fenced $ 10 
Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 
Katie Lee Colorado Rivewr Songs $1 0 
Dana Lyons Our State is a Dumpsite $6 
Dana Lyons Animal $10 
Mokai Clearcut Case of the Blues $9 

Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $1 0 BrngfUKHesrouo 

Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $1 0 
Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 • 

Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 
Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $1 0 
Joanne Rand Home $1 0 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth Firstl$9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $ 1 0 

JohnSirkis The Wild West $9 nNt Y r- ar t H « 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever WHd$ 10 ONtY 

Walkin’ Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $1 0 
Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild$ 10 
Glen Waldeck Wreckin' Ball Waldeck $1 0 
The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $1 0 
Various Only One Earth $12 


yS#ST/ 





BOOKS 

Ecodefense Foreman & Haywood, ed. $14 


ACWiST SONGS OF TH£ 
NEW ECOUXW 


HAYDUKE LIVES 

EARTH FIRST' POB S87I Tution, \t BS701 

RESIST MUCH, 
OBEY LITTLE 

EARTH FIRST! POB SS71 Twmi. AZ BS70S 

PAY YOUR RENT 
WORK FOR THE EARTH 


SUBVERT THE 
DOMINANT PARADIGM 

EARTH FIRST, {Si FOB SBT1 T.,..n AT BSTOS 


WINDOW STICKERS 

Earth First! Fist 4/$1 
No Cows 6/$1 

SILENT AGITATORS 

Fist 30/$ 1 .25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.25 
Tools 30/$1 .25 

EARTH FIRST! 


I'LL TAKE MY BEEF 
POACHED, THANKS 

EARTH FIRST, @ POB 5176 Mlaaoula. MT 59806 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS 
LOVE IT OR 
! LEAVE IT ALONE 


DONT UKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK! 

EARTH FIHSTt 0 POB SB71 Tuctoe. A 2 B5703 

SAVE THE WILD 

TARTR FIRST, ^ POO 1871 laaaaB. 61 6*786 

I’d Rather Re 
f\ Monkeywrenching 

i \tm inrsr rue ««*i i»-.. %/ ».**«•« 

DREAM BACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth Firstl or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a subscription form when sending in a subscription. 


Trinket Description 


Color 


Size Amount 


Name 

Street _ 
City, State 


OKAY, HERE’S I 


POO Mil Im U U7M 
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CHEAP BUMPERSTICKERS! 


These bumperstickers are printed on cheap paper (very 
difficult to remove) and come at special quantity dis- 
counts. Have some fun and spread the word! 


PUBLIC LANDS GRAZING = 
WELFARE RANCHING 


$1 per dozen 


CLEARCUTTING 


IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS 
SMALL AS MINE, YOU’D NEED 
A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO. 




$5 per dozen 



Earth First! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for 
the international Earth First! movement. It is divided into 
four sections: 1) Continent-wide EF! offices, 2) 
International contacts, 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups, 
and 4) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! 
group. If you are interested in becoming active with the 
Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth First!ers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you 
would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have 
address changes or corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 
5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses marked with a or 
that have a newsletter title produce either an Earth First! 
newsletter or regular mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or 
otherwise be on their mailing list. 



SAVE THE REDWOODS t-shirts 

100** cotton. A>ailable in M-L-XL. 

Black ink on red, gold, silver, or lavender. $10. 


North Coast Earth First! 

PO Box 368 

Bay side. CA 95524 


TREECYCLE 

RECYCLED PAPER 



We feature products with 
high post-consumer waste content 
such as 100% pew, unbleached 
legal pads and toilet paper. 

Stationer// envelopes, premium xerographic, 
printing, computer, tissue products, more. 


Box 5086 Bozeman, MT 59717 406-586-5287 


/concerned SINGLES NEWSLETTERS 

' links compatible singles who care about 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

N " 

V. 


and a healthy society. __ 

National and international membership 
All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: I 

Box 555-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262./ 


100% RECYCLED PAPER! 


SAMPLER KIT: Everything for 
home & office - from copy paper 
to paper towels - only $1 1.95 ppd. 

H (800)323-2811 EE 

Free Catalog of more than 77 products! 
P.0. Bor 39096 Baltimore, MD 21212 


Atlantic 
Recycled 
Paper Co. 


MAKE 

f 

V PROTECTING 

i 

THE 


JmEf' ENVIRONMENT 


Aj. YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 

Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers, A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 


The Job Seeker 


Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens, WI 54666 

L 
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USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. 
We don't need as much as other groups since we are 
grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have low 
overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard- 
earned money goes. Don't send your contributions to this 
newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard 
working groups: 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 
(contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible) 

‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

‘Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

*EF! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the 

Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

*EF! Ocean-Dolphin Task Force, POB 77062, SF, CA 94107-7062 
‘Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
‘Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
‘Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquerque, NM 
87195 

‘Lakes Area EF!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 

‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 

53714 

‘New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
‘PAW, POB 51A, Bondville, VT 05340 
‘Predator Project, POB 6733 Bozeman, MT 59771 
‘Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
‘Southern Willamette Earth Firstl, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 2440 1 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
‘Yellowstone Earth Firstl, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the 
Earth First! movement. THANK YOU for your support! 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us. informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!/ POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name _____ . 

Address z_ 

City __ State ; " 

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an’ alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. \ 


T-SHIRTS 



Design by Brush Wolf 
100% Cotton Beefy-T 
Black, Peach XL-L-M-S 
$12 Postage Paid 
Make Checks Payable To: 

RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 41652 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 
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ALASKA 
Alaska EFI 
Wally Worl,l 
. Michael l ewis 

POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99S67 
(907) 688-5619 


Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
CANADA 
(604) 688-SEAL 


Olympic Peninsula EFI 

The Dancing Nudi Branches JyS 
POB 1813 
Pori Townsend, WA 98368 />*/ 
Cheetwoot EFI (#e/ j 

POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 


EF! PROJECTS 

EF! Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
EFI Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415)376-7329 
EFI Eco-Videographe/EGR 
EFI Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
EF! Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EFI Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Cri7.7.ly Rear Rultetin 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MI 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
RWAPI 
Box 2981 

Santa Cniz, CA 95063 
Earth Firsll journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
F.FI National Hotline 
(415) 647-9175 
EFI Ocean Task Force 
POB 77062 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7062 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, Mr 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFI Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 

f Tucson, A 7, 85703 
(602) 578-3173 


PACIFIC OCEAN 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Boreal Owl 
Box 1053 

Kamloops Bel V2C 6H2 
CANADA 


NORTH AMERICA EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 

• denotes local contact * group publishes newsletter 




r WASHINGTON 
I Shuksan EFI 

Tonv Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EF! /Washington EFI 
Earth Eirstt Bulletin 

George Draffan ^ 

POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 

i OREGON 

^SHimplown EF! POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
, (503) 284-5849 
Southern Willamette EFI 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
•Kalmiopsis EFI POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 

ECOTOP1A 
Northcoast EFI • 

Mickey Dulas, Debbie Lucas 
POB 622 

Areata, Ecotopia 95521 
‘ ,(707) 677- 0683 „ 

Ft Bragg EfT 

Tom Cahill (707) 964-0802 
Anna Marie Stenberg 961-0302 
POB 632 

Ft Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 
Ukiali El I 

Ecotopia EFI NewsletetUr 
Betty Ball 
106 West Standley 
Ukiali, Ecotopia 95482 J | 
(707) 468- 1660 • 5 

6m a County F.P 
Patn Davis 
POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
(707) 523-1229 

CALIFORNIA 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 
Bay Area F.Ft * 

Bay Area Hotline (41S) 824-3841 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, C A 94S15 
(415)376-7329 
aan t ranclsco EFl 
POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
(415)647-9160 
Santa Cruz EF! * 

Karen DcBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Gniz, CA 9S061 
(408) 425-8094 
Santa Monica KIT 

2401 Lincoln Blvtl. 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 

...(213)392 7735 • 

Coyote Creek' G'rrcns 
I't >R 1 52 1 

Cypress, CA 90630 



WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EFI 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 
•l-A.O.T. 

POB1360 

Priest River, ID 838S6 
(208) 448-2504 
North Fork EFI 
POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Wild Rockies F.FI 
Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 7891 

Missoula, MT 59807 
. (406)728-5733 
/t «Sam Lyman 

Moscow Ecology Center 
POB 9232 
Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 883-3814 
Yellowstone EFI 
Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) S87-3356 


EFI Redwood Action Team 
Robert Parker 
POB 208 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 
1 Ip (707) 926-5 100 Hotline 
I a (707) 926-5250 Fax 
3 Wild Earth First! 

Darryl Chemey 
Box 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 
(707) 923-2108 
Laytonville EFI 
POB 372 

Laytonville, Ecotopia 95454 
(707) 984-8263 
Willits F.F! 

Judi Bari, Naomi Wagner 
POB 656 

Willits, Ecotopia 95490 
(707) 468-1660 


•Chico EFI 
POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EF! 

J. Sten layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EFT 
POB 73771 
Davis, CA 95617 
Lifeweh 

POB 20803 ' 

San Jose, CA 9S160 
(408) 289-1646 
Los Angeles F.F! 

.. POB 4381 

| North llollywrxxl, CA 91617 
; (818)906-6833 

Orange County EFI 
POB 283 18 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
•I lave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarlnal, ( A 92386 
(714) 58.5-7160 


/ 



MIDWEST HEADWATERS 
takes Area EF! 

POB 202 

Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 
(218) 829-6917 

Minnesota EF! 

Heather O'Meara 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 825-6284 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Hal Rowe 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
(319) 354-6674 

COLORADO 
Walkabout 
POB 1 166 

Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 

1 141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218V* 
(303)831-6093 X ' 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Huerfano Valley EF! 

POB 663 

Redwing, CO 81066 
UTAH 

University of Utah EF! 

Steven Miller 
Dept, of Communications 
Salt take City, irr. 84^18 

NEW MEXICO 
Northern NM EF! 

Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunncr Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 758-5550 
•Hawk POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EF! 

Ail Like an F.artlujuakel 
Box 12896 
Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Project 
POB 1 2835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 

ARIZONA 
•Gristle 
POB 2544 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 1 1 1 52 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Vhoenix EF! 

Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 

Phoenix, AZ 850f>6 
(602) 276-2849 
A7.V.VI Newsletter 
Tucson EF! 

POB 3412 
'Tucson, AZ 85722 

MEXICO CITY 



joe Keenan 

£ J 

r&\ 

Apdo. Postal 22-146 


/ 4 

1 4tXM) Mexico 1) l ; . 

*1 


(5)665-1610 



Midwest Headwaters EFI News 
Madison EF! 

Sherwood T. Urtle 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 258-8534 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 423-5636 
Chicago EFI 
POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Paul Rechten 
7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 
(815) 943-4178 


ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EF! 

Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
Lrookpor t. IL 62910 
MISSOt 
Big River EF! 

Current 

Orin tangelle 
POB 189 
Pacific, MO 63069 
(314) 257-2437 
•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 681 JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
•Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 


TEXAS 

Llano Estacado EF!* 

PO Box 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79401 
(806) 747-3552 
•William Larson 

9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512) 342-2520 
East Texas EFI* 

Rt 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(713) 592-7664 
EF! Austin 
P.O Box 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 
EF! Out There 
POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 
LOUISIANA 
•Naomi Green 

1 5227 Mansfield Road 
Bogalusa, LA 70427 
(504) 735-0049 

V" * . SeT •• 






ONTARIO 
EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
CANADA 

MICHIGAN 
Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 

OHIO 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo. OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
529 Riddle Rd. 

Cincinnati, OH 45220 
(513) 961-3660 
•Clint Holley III 

28410 S. Bridge Cir. 

Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
JCKY 

•Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
WEST VIRGINIA 
National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 
VIRGINIA/DC 
Virginin/DC EF! 

Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EF! 

Appalachian Econnedion 
Ernie Reed 
Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVA EF! 

2303JP 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands EF! * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Earth Liberation Front/JEF! 
The Dragon 
POB 171 

Alexander, NC 28701 
GEORGIA 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 


Fleujt* de Saint Laurent 

~' V ’~*^ahttLawrenc 
'AW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) * 
Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic 
Jeff Elliott 
8 1 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 
VERMONT 
Vermont EF! 

Mike Zwikelmaier 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 
Erik Sohlberg (802) 439-6266 
NEW YORK 
Finger takes EF! 

Black Wolf 
POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 
Two Rivers Bioregion EFI 
Kurt Nelson 
225 Be vie r St. 

Binghamton, NY 13904 
Greater Adirondack Bioregion EF! 
Snaggletooth 
1 125 Phoenix Ave. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518) 374-6592 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

Gary Lawless /Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticut! Valley EF! 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
(617) 628-2233 
•Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 597-6165 

•Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 




NEW JERSEY 
•Gary Vendetti 
POB 274 

Millville, NJ 08332 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Allemong Bioregion EF! 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

Box 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
•Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
•Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 
•Scott Thiele 

R.D. #4 237-A Elk take 
Montrose, PA 18801 
(717) 278-1396, (607)724-8454 
MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EFI 
Ron Huber 
POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732^ 
•Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
•Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 
(301) 596-3978 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston EFI 
Joseph Allawos 
99 St Philip St. #107 




.V( 
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FLORIDA 

•Pan 

Big Bend EFI * 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Mike Schoelen 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 

POB 20582 

Big Cypress EF! 

Tallahassee, H, 32316 

1938 Hollywood Blvd., 2nd Floor 

(904) 224-6782 

Hollywood, FL 33020 j 

Florida IT! 

Everglades F.F! * j 

Wiregrass 

c/o Maria Quintana 

POB 13864 

POB 557735 

Gainesville, FI. 32604 

Miami, FI. 33255 

(904) 371-8166 

(305) 662-9383 


rLong Island EFI 
PO Box 812 
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Huntington, NY 11743 
) 424-6499 


INTERNATIONAL 
EF! DIRECTORY 

Grant Collie 
c/o 11 Forth St. 

Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
Fearghuis McKay 
4 York Rd. 

Edinburgh 
Scotland UK 
EF! England 

107 Manor Road, Hastings 
East Sussex TN34 3LP 
ENGLAND 
Tel. (0424)444048 
EFI Germany 
Jan Ebert 

Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfeh 
GERMANY 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala 
POLAND 

Desert Everywhere— Islamic EFI & 
Cynical Tormentors 
34 Salah El-Din, app. 4 
Heliopolis, Cairo, EGYPT 
20-2-664 195, FAX: 202 2908792 
Telex: 23082 PBSLN UN 
Anand Skaria 
P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

Tel. 009-484-25435 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel : 066-21-85-05 
Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 
Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EF! 

GPO Box 1 738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSTRALIA 


(iulf of Mexico - 
(iolfb de Mexicd ■ 
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s^,r£r" Shawnee Showdown! 

By Orin Langelle 

On Friday, August 23, five trees were felled 
with tree sitting platforms attached before Earth 
First! ers could occupy them in the Fairview 
Timber Sale area of the Shawnee National Forest 
in southern Illinois. Then all hell broke loose in 
a most disgusting manner. 

Chris van Daalen, co-founder of Save 
America's Forests, claimed he was run over by 
Brian Unnerstal, the main timber buyer for East 
Perry Lumber Company of Frohna, Missouri, 
when van Daalen attempted to blockade the 
pickup truck Unnerstal was driving on Monday, 

August 26. van Daalen suffered a broken hand 
and bruised ribs. Tire tracks are still visible across 
his chest. He was treated at a local hospital and 
released into the custody of Forest Service special 
agents. East Perry Lumber Co. has denied that 
the incident occurred, however, and the Forest 
Service agents and police have refused to arrest 
Unnerstal. 

Sixteen other activists were arrested that 
day; thirteen for criminal trespass, and three 
others, including van Daalen, on federal charges. 

Jan Wilder-Thomas, an organizer of the Shawnee 
Defense Fund, had additional charges of aggra- 
vated battery filed against her when her hand 
allegedly brushed against the arm of one of the 
Jackson County Sheriff's Department's finest. 

On Tuesday logging was shut down for over 
30 minutes when three protestors stood in front 
of East Perry logging trucks about a half mile 
away from the logging entrance and conflagra- 
tion of federal agents and police. There were no 
arrests. 

On Wednesday van Daalen went before the 
Federal Building in Carbondale, Illinois, for a Bill Cronin says, "Bad cop, no donut!" to his arresting officer at the Fairview action in the Shawnee NF. 

press conference and to show his wounds to the 

media. Earlier, the Shawnee Forest Supervisor, Earth First!, Greenpeace USA, Save America's Jackson in Texas. Sixkiller has been removed 

Rod Sallee, supposedly told the Harrisburg, Illi- Forests, The Regional Association of Concerned from the site, as has Forest District Ranger Larry 

nois, Rotary Club that van Daalen had painted Environmentalists (RACE), Heartwoods and oth- Burkhart. 

the tire skids on his chest. If that is the case van ers, called for a massive demonstration on Satur- Later on Saturday, George Hayduke of the 

Daalen did an excellent job complete with dirt day. People got into the Forest Service's face and Anarko Beer Collective (it's as simple as ABC) 

left in his chest from the actual running-over. were quite belligerent in belittling its idea of rented the "Save the Snot Pigs" room at the 

,Qn-Thursdayvan Daalen and others went to managing the Shawnee. Many opportunities for Appledome Motel in Murphysboro, Illinois, 

the^F edera l Bure au^oTlrrquisitior^in St. Louis, the shooting of still photographs and videos were where the special agents of the Forest Service bed 

Missouri, for yet anotfiwpress"c6HTer'ence) Earth taken by both sides. down, effectively chasing them away to sleep 

First! issued a press release accusing Unnerstal of Led by a drummer from Bolivia, a contingent restlessly elsewhere. It was not a pretty scene but 

attempted murder and is demanding that the of rowdies went into the forest. Two were led back no one was hurt. When the Forest Service dupes 

Forest Service stop aiding and abetting and im- under arrest by federal agents. ^lm Fly nn from v returned, bleary-eyed, in the morning, they were 

mediately arrest him. Earth First! is further Stumptown. Earth First! and Paul Pat from‘Canha- greeted by a blockade. 

demanding that all Federal Agents on the site be bis Action were caught on public lands by special From the Appledome, Earth Firstiers went to 

questioned as well as the District Ranger, Forest ForesFSemce commandos in full camouflage the Jackson County jail where Flynn was in 

Supervisor and Forest Service Chief, F. Dale with guns. After Flynn's arrest, a very nervous custody and proceeded to "Flare for Flynn." 

Robertson, about the Forest Service's complicity ancTshaky federal agent threatened to shoot him Road flares and candles were used, much to the 

in this crime and subsequent cover-up. for trying to procure water from his daypack. amusement of everyone in jail. Cool heads 

On the way back to southern Illinois, five Reports are that there are 40 special commandos prevailed and the incarceration center was not 

movement organizers were followed by a heli- in the forest. Further reports state that two torched. 

copter. When one of the organizers went to the camouflaged Freddies almost shot themselves, There have been many other acts of collec- 

back of the vehicle she was riding in, the heli- each thinking the other was an Earth Firstier. tive courage against the Forest Service: as this 

copter swooped down, kicking up dust around Orin Langelle, a photojoumalist and Earth goes to press, four people have been on adTuriger 

the cars. The four door helicopter was observed First! organizer, was thrown over a ditch by Henry , - strikesince Labor day, and plan to continue tintlT 
carrying five white males with white shirts and Sixkiller when Langelle complied with Sixkiller's the-sale is stoppped. As of Saturday Sept. 7, 

sunglasses and the chopper itself had a blue order to leave Chatauqua Road (specially paved" — Thirteen more people have been arrested. Two, 

insignia that no one recognized. for the timber sale with county money and now locked to a logging truck, were charged with 

On Friday most EF!ers got drunk with ex- taken over by the United States government). unlawful restraint. They and the others, includ- 

treme prejudice and by any means necessary. Langelle tried three times to file a complaint of an ingfourwho showed up at the courthouse to post 

Before that, 150 students rallied on the campus assault by a Forest Service law enforcement officer bail for those already held, were arrested and 

! f Southern Illinois University in Carbondale with Jackson County Police and was refused. On charged with conspiracy to commit unlawful re- 

JIU-C) and marched to the Forestry School Monday the state's attorney's office threw him straint. Apparently, the Freddies have also been 

Mere the Forest Service has an experimental out and Langelle went to the Forest Service and bustiijg-bystaoders and the...situation.remains 
ranch. The . students demanded a say-so re- filed formal charges with them before he went to -- tensev It is the view of peo ple on site that tlie 
arding university policy and protested on be- the FBI and did the same. Henry Sixkiller is / tim ber indu stry is moving full scale eastward : 

alf of the need for preservation of natural believed by the Shawnee defenders to be i since everything else out west Has been ~~~f 

iodiversity. complicit in the cutting-down of tree sitter James ^ : continued on page -13 
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Same Shit for Another Year 


By Tohoma Tim and Allison 

The word from the 1 99 1 RRR is 
that the new EF! journal staff is 
doing a job... well... done. 

At the meeting in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont, EFIers could 
have made any and all changeson 
the journal, including moving it 
once more or dissolving it entirely. 

Despite the bashing he re- 
ceived at the Northwest Rendezvous 
in June and despite rumors that he 
would be burned in effigy, Tim 
Bechtold again offered himself as 
the designated martyr for the 
Missoula based staff. 

Although there were plenty of 
suggestions for improvement in how 
the journal is being run, everyone 
agreed that no major changes were 
necessary. The current system was 
given strong approval and will con- 
tinue into the next year. 

At the Boulder conference in 
October, 1990, called after the Tuc- 
son staff quit en masse, the activists 
who made it to the emergency con- 
ference agreed to move the journal 


office to Missoula, and to run the 
paper as a rotating collective on a 
trial basis until the next RRR. 

The current design of the jour- 
nal is a direct response to problems 
that parts of the the movement had 
with the old Journal based in Tuc- 
son. Until the changes made at the 
Boulder conference, the EF! Journal 
was run by a permanent, paid staff, 
'Some EFIers were concerned that 
the Journal was losing its focus on 
activism, that certain articles andf 
groups were being£.ensoiediind that V 
1 th e Journ al was not reflecting th e 
j diver sity of the movement as a 
LdfldKdfiA ~~ 

* "The new journal is published 
by a rotating staff. Half the staff is 
considered long-term, but these 
people can only work on six out of 
every eight issues. The other half is 
short-term editors who work for an 
issue or two. There is an attempt to 
balance the staff both by gender 
and by bioregion. Editors are paid a 
subsistence stipend of $200/month, 
one quarter the salary of the old 


^ rro ui in 

X +>* 



Don't Get Caught 


By David Vermont 

As more of our friends and co- 
horts are being furnished with gov- 
ernment accomadations, for longer 
terms, it behooves us all to pause 
and freshen up on our security. 
Everybody remotely involved in 
subversive activities (like reading 
Ecodefense) should try to keep basic 
measures in mind. A complete re- 
view of these is worthwhile, but for 
the moment here we're mainly con- 
cerned with just one of the ftmda- 
mentals: Don't talk about shit! 

Believe it or not, people have 
called us up here at the journal 
office and asked us how, say, to 
sabotage powerlines. Besides being 
a waste of time, since we don't know 
anything but the nitty and gritty of 
presses and pasteup and won't talk 
to you, this kind of thing is stupid 
and dangerous. Please assume that 
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our phone lines are bugged. Please 
don't burden us with tales of your 
illegal activites, unless you take 
appropiate precautions to insure 
your anonymity, i.e. cut out all 
those little letters from magazines 
and paste them together. 

It's also worth facing the fact 
that, though we're pretty sure of 
ourselves so far, at some point a 
federal agency might manage to get 
someone onto the revolving collec- 
tive for a couple issues. There's no 
way to insure against this, because 
we can't use the kind of standards 
that apply to choosing affinity 
groups, such as liking everyone. 
Don't necessarily trust us, and we'll 
all sleep easier. 

The mailing list, by the way, is 
kept in the hands of the longterm 
staff, and remains as secure as it ever 
was. Stay wild! 


staff. Short-term staffers are pro- 
vided housing at the journal office 
while they are working for the pa- 
per. 

The purpose of bringing in 
short term editors from different 
bioregions is to make the journal 
more accountable to and represen- 
tative of the movement as a whole. 
Each new staff collective brings 
change to the journal, and this en- 
tire system may be changed or over- 
hauled at each RRR. 

One concern raised at the Ver- 
mont RRR was that some activists 
( are unable or unwilling to leave 
their bioregions to relocate to 
Missoula. It was suggested that 
bioregional editors could be linked 
by computer networking, but no 
firm decisions were made about how 
or even if to proceed on this. Al- 
though computers could bring to- 
gether distant bioregions, they could 
also exclude those who don't have 
access to or are philosophical lyjip- 
posed to compute^^aTfoId saidh, 
/$EaF0Ie BSttexifTising computers isl 
y /re gularly raised by incommgstaffl ) 
[ As of right now, the entire paper i s 
and edit ed on co m-1 
sta ffers m ust leamti 
use'fhernachiney^Sig River’EF! then 
suggested publishing the journal on 
stone tablets that could be thrown 
through corporate building win- 
dows. 

Another issue raised concerned 
censorship. The current policy is 
no censorship of an yTet t ers ~br any 
individ uals." "Ironically, several 
people at the meeting felt that 
stronger editorial selection of ar- 
ticles and letters is needed, specifi- 
cally referring to the printin g o f Ken 
Shelton Jr.'s letter to Dear Shit fee.. 
Rrainv TTiis is an issiie that needs to 
be discussed by the movement; 
should some topics be excluded from 
the journal (e.g. advocated mi- 
sogyny) or will this lead to the same 
overcensorship that caused so much 
anger with the old Journal? 

It was agreed by the people at 
the meeting that the journal would 
place an ad in Wild Earth to show 
their readers that rumors of our de- 
mise have been greatly exaggerated, 
and to try to gain back some of the 
subscribers lost during the transi- 
tions of the last year. Ads will also 
be taken out in other environmen- 
tal journals. 

In the interest of showing 
mainstream America just how many 
of us there are, all EFIers are now 
encouraged to buy at least five sub- 
scriptions; one for your grandpar- 
ents, one to leave at the doctors 
office, one for your dog, one to be 
posted on the shithouse walls of the 
local stomper bar and one to be 
given to the FBI to be used for evi- 
dence at your own trial. 
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you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters to POB 5176, Missoula MT, 59806. The 
opinions expressed here represent only their authors, and are not official positions 
of the Earth First! |oumal staff or movement. 


Dear Friends in EF! 

Normally, we mad scientists keep 
to ourselves in mountainous areas and 
don't even like people to think about us. 
However, an article in the San Francisco 
Examiner, on April 14, 1991, revealed 
that an ex-CIA agent had used his super- 
powers to discover "a secret ploy to 
destroy mankind." Now that he knows, 
I guess it isn't really a secret. Somehow 
this master spy determined that we are 
"highly educated scientists" which of 
course means we don't care about the 
ignorant masses. He also revealed that 
we "are small organized clandestine 
cells working on the development of 
technologies to diminish or even elimi- 
nate the race of man from the Earth." 
Then it goes on about Earth First! as if we 
are working together on this or some- 
thing. They quote an anonymous letter 
to the editor from a 1984 EFI journal 
which proves that your sympathies are 
with us even if we aren't working to- 
gether. 

Well, maybe we should be work- 
ing together. They're already on to us, 
so we've got to act fast. We need about 
50,000 rabbits right away. Cats would 
be OK. No chickens, please. Just take 
them to your local mad scientist remote 
secret laboratory.. .make the territorial 
call of a mountain chick-a-dee so we'll 
know it's you. Thank you for your help. 
— A Mad Scientist 

P.S. Anyone with practical, 
hands-on experience in recombinant 
DNA would help tremendously right 
now. Differently abled welcome to ap- 
ply. 


Dear Bowel Movement (aka Ms. 
Oolians): 

Dahlink, 1 just loved your latest 
urinal, especially the three white girls 
on coffee. Now your challenge is to find 
three women of color on herbal tea (you 
know which herbs). Seriously, it’s great 
to finally see some folks from outside 
the Wild Rockies taking the plunge and 
helping to crank out that radical rag 'o 
yours. May all bioregions and subcul- 
tures send their wittiest and wildest 
humanoids to tackle the paper, eventu- 
ally. 

Sorry to say that I am officially 
resigning as slave to the National 
Hotline. Interest and input have been 
scant, and the monthly phone cost 
would be better spent elsewhere. If 
anyone has strong feelings about this, 
I'd love to hear from you. 

Here in the San Francisco Gray 
Area, our local EFI hotline is alive and 
well. It's a way for folks who're getting 
in touch with us for the first time to 
learn a bit about EF! and leave their 
name & address if they wanna get on 
the local mailing list. And a way for 
supporters to check in and hear what's 
going on, without our having to staff a 
phone regularly. I'd recommend the 
idea to any local EF! group that's in a 
major city, or that gets enough calls to 
be keeping you from your other work, 


and many of the calls are asking for the 
same basic info or to get on your mail- 
ing list. If you're curious about the idea 
of a hotline, give ours a call at (4 15) 647- 
9160. Let us know what you think, 
muchachas. 

— Daniel Barron 

Dear Earth First: 

Thank you for your kind reply to 
my previous letter (see copy of your 
reply enclosed). 

I cannot understand why a non- 
profit organization like yourself would 
be such smart-butts to someone who is 
interested in donating money to sup- 
port such a worthy cause as yours. 

With the kind of attitude that you 
have, you will be happy to know that I 
have taken the $400.00 that I was going 
to donate to Earth First and have for- 
warded it to another organization. 
Also, a copy of your reply to my original 
letter will be sent to Greenpeace, Stu- 
dents for Environmental Awareness in 
Athens, Ga., and to Paul Beck. I sent the 
same letter to Greenpeace asking for the 
same information and they were kind 
enough to reply with a newsletter and 
membership information without any 
smart remarks. Well, Greenpeace won 
me over. 

I am not returning the newsletter 
that you sent to me. Though I have not 
read it and will not read it, you will be 
happy to know that I have recycled it 
(my puppy has enjoyed using it). 
Sincerely, 

—Gary Sullivan 

The original "smart butt" reply: 

At the moment, there are no men in 
the office, only women, so we weren't sure 
what to do with your letter addressed "Dear 
Sirs..." But, we decided to handle it any- 
way. The point I'm sarcastically making is 
that there are many women in the move- 
ment and in the world, so the manner in 
which you address is inappropriate. 

Alongwith an issue of the Earth First! 
journal, which contains information on 
subscribing and such, here are a couple of 
contacts in your area: [contacts listed] 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Noticed in the last issue of the 
journal that the article on the NW Ren- 
dezvous in the Siskiyous mentioned 
people by their complete names (first & 
last) without asking those people 
whether that was OK to print. Well, it's 
not — not in my case, and others may 
feel the same way. Some of us live 
quietly in rural areas filled with loggers, 
ranchers and the like as our close neigh- 
bors. We can't "come out of the closet" 
as EFlers in our local areas and do any 
effective work there or even continue to 
live there. Some of us have bought land 
to live on at considerable expense or 
worked long & hard to achieve a certain 
respect for our opinions on the part of 
local would-be antagonists — we don't 
want all this wrecked for us by a dumb 
oversight on the part of writers contrib- 


uting to the journal — so could we please 
have an editorial policy on the part of 
the journal that no one's real or full 
name will be printed without their per- 
mission? Why is it necessary to say 
"Sandra Nelson" or "Joe Smith" was at 
an EF! Rendezvous, read poetry there, 
incited a riot there, whatever? Can't we 
say "Muskrat incited a riot", "Two of our 
long-term bards treated us to some of 
their poetry" etc.? Please solicit other 
opinions if necessary but deal with this. 
I don't want my name to appear. You 
know who I am. 

— Nighthawk 

Dear Shit Fer Ears, 

On July 8, 1991 while doing a 
pickup for the ill-fated agro-commando 
Egotopian Summer II backcountry ac- 
tion in the Headwaters forest, I was 
struck upside the face so hard I was 
knocked unconscious, lacerated, and 
severely bruised. Everyone said I oughta 
sue the thug, Mark, that hit me. I said 
that I rather not get caught in a sue knot. 
Here are a few reasons why not. 

Engaging the courts to seek justice 
against my assailant means propping 
up the very infrastructure my lifework 
seeks to bring down. I become an activ- 
ist for lawyers, judges, and cops; three 
types of people the world would be 


power it), the courts have always sided 
with the dominant culture, and self- 
sufficiency renders justice while debili- 
tating infrastructure. By self-sufficiency 
I mean growing one's own food, treat- 
ing one’s own sewage, living outside the 
wage/slave system, living without PG&E 
(Pacific Gas and Electric), living with- 
out packaging, basically, living in a free 
and empowered mode. Unfortunately, 
methinks organizing debilitates self- 
sufficiency. Also, hierarchy and ego are 
endemic to organization, and violence 
is a part of nature. 

Just say GROW! 

From the Heart, 

— Elkertim 

Dear friends 

I urge you hurry up the conversion 
to 100% recycled paper, though I'm 
sure it's much more expensive. I like 
your cartoons, and find that we (and 
most of USA) have a common need: to 
expose the unconstitutionality of the 
FBI. Stay open to different opinions. 

Best, 

— PETE SEEGER 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

I'm listening to Forman at the ‘87 
RRR talk about EF! as a warrior society 


healthierwithout. The less contact with and putting the Earth first, and not 
these people, the less influence and au- trying to gain credibility, and no com- 


thority they have in my life. I don't pay 
taxes so why should I employ the state 
to help me settle a quarrel? However, 
had I been pemanently damaged, the 
courts would have been my last resort. I 
was lucky. 

People saying that if I sue not, 
then a precedent will be set for further 
acts of terrorism against people of con- 
science. Look back at history; when 
haven't dissenters been beaten or worse? 
The courts supposedly ruling this land 
are repressing harder and violence is 


promise and I wonder what happened? 
I see a bunch ofwhiney, feminist, geeko 


EH into a dress wearing, letter writ ing. 
clebatingloc iety of wimps, Rationality, 
ego, and cowardice seems to be driving 
EFLinto the Greenpeac e se llout cornels 
- j~ am hajjy, "woo-woo" and 
lot ashamed of wanting the absolute 
rollapse of civilization. I am a Luddite! 
wonder if there are any other wild-ass 
^Luddites of either sex left out there? 

— Dogman ’ 


rising. 1 am setting a precedent for not 

playing into the hands of the impotent Dear Earth First! 

courts. The TV lobotomized, death cul- I enjoyed reading my first EFiJour- 

ture drones, like Mark, are only the nal last week. You've got a lot of infor- 


sympton of deeper cultural/ecological 
problems. 

How will I seek justice? Continue 
to not pay income taxes. Develop and 
maintain a sustainable lifestyle outside 
the wage/slave system. Heal myself, the 
spirit and the earth. Also, keep Mirth 
First! 

So, above are some of the reasons 
why I choose not to get caught in a sue 
knot. Succinctly, engaging the courts 
and their infrastructure supports their 


mation in the Journal, lam wondering 
if you could do us busy environmen- 
talists a favor. First of all, any articles 
requesting letter writing about con- 
gressional bills need to contain the bill 
numbers. Second, it would really help if 
you could include a brief (1 or 2 page) 
news summary, with a paragraph or so 
summarizing each issue and any action 
we can take. 

Thanks a lot! 

— Margaret Neuman 
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Sarawak Natives Fight to Stop 
the Destruction of Their Lands 

The struggle over the last remaining stands of virgin 
forest in the 4th and 5th Divisions of the Malaysian state 
of Sarawak Is escalating. Promises made by the govern- 
ment during November, 1990, meetings of the Interna- 
tional Tropical Timber Organisation have been broken and 
prove to be a sham in the first place. 

No efforts have been made to enstate the proposed 
Biosphere Reserve areas for nomadic Penans; exports of 
round logs have increased in the last two years to 18 
million cubic metres per year (from 13 million cubic 
metres per year) with no governmental intention to curb 
logging; the Malaysian Government has "shown a disre- 
gard (if not outright disrespect) for the work of the [ITTO 
Sarawak] mission" according to mission leader Lord 
Cran brook. Mission recommendations of a decrease in 
logging rates by a minimum of 30% have been flagrantly 
ignored. 

The native peoples of the longhouses of the Baram 
and Ulu Limbang areas have been threatened recently by 
native headmen, bribed by the companies or the govern- 
ment. They have been told that, should they join local 
anti-logging campaigns, the authorities "will be very harsh 
with you this time — they will put your head in a bag and 
leave you to be beaten by a whole truck of gangsters (lingua 
franca for company thugs)." In addition, a community 
leader was informed by company agents that, were he and 
his colleagues to stop the upcoming blockades in their 
district, the two would be rewarded with monthly allow- 
ances of M$200/month for an undisclosed period of time. 

A local activist was told of these threats and attempted 
bribes after a meeting held last weekend amongst the 
native peoples, "There is a tremendous amount of fear 
here. Although in their hearts people may support efforts 
to conserve the forests, most of them are terrified to take 
action against the destruction." 

However, resolute determination is apparent in the 
| words of one Penan district headman, who has 20 villages 
“ under his care in the Upper Tutoh region. Said Benghulu 
| Wan Maiong, "Let us gd straight ahead, not looking back, 
| and without fear. If the life of our people is bad now, what 
wilt it be for our grandchildren if we do nothing today?" 
—Sarawak Indiginous Peoples Alliance 


Action in Sarawak... 


continued from previous page 

shot only one roll before the crane-sitters warned 
us it was time to leave, and we did. Our driver 
took us to the ferry dock, where we snuck past the 
policemen watching two women hanging from a 
crane, singing to the people of Malaysia. Our 
biggest fear, and that of The Eight, was the 
unknown reaction of the Malaysian police. We 
didn't know our rights, or how these people 
would react. We went directly to the airport and, 
after checking the departure board, bought two 
tickets on the first flight out of Sarawak. Heading 
northeast out of the Miri airport, we looked down 
on the mouth of the Baram River. We were too 
high to see The Eight, but we could make out the 
barges they occupied, and the freighters waiting 
off-shore... they would not receive any logs this 
day. 

j Through faxes, phone calls, Anna's eyewit- 
ness report, and questionable Malaysian news 
accounts, we know some of what went on after 
we left. The eight stayed aloft until quitting time 
on July 5th, effectively closing down the log 
export business on the Baram River for an entire 
day... the goal had been three hours. When the 
whistle blew, they peacefully unchained them- 
selves, unbuckled their climbing gear, and 
decended into the arms of the Malaysian judicial 
system. The police had not forced them down for 
fear of causing a fall. For two days they stayed in 
the Miri jail, refusing to reveal their identities or 
produce their passports... you cannot be de- 
ported without a name or known country of 
residence. On the third day they were transferred 
to the Lambir Prison outside of Miri. On the sixth 
day their names became known, and the gov- 
ernment announced they would appear in court 
on July 18th, probably for violation of immigra- 
tion laws. One or two, we hear, may be on a 
hunger strike. The timber companies, more 
savvy than the police and state government, 
chose not to press charges. A week and a half after 
incarceration the US State Department was 
"getting ready" to send someone to check on 
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prison conditions; two of The Eight were, for 
better or worse, US citizens. Two days from 
today, thirteen days after the action, The Eight 
will appear in court, or maybe they will be de- 
ported. The government of Malaysia has diffi- 
culty providing basic information, or perhaps the 
difficulty is deciding just what to do with these 
people. 

Frank and Anna remained in Sarawak to 
keep watch over those in jail, but were able to 
remain only briefly. Both were taken in for 
interrogation on the day of the action, Frank was 
detained at the action sight and Anna was fol- 
lowed back to her hotel room. The following day 
they were ordered out of Malaysia within 72 
hours. They were not allowed any contact with 
The Eight before leaving. 

It is too soon to gauge the full impact of the 
action on the fate of the Penan. We know our 
presence gave them hope, they told us this much. 
We know it upset many people in Malaysia and 
has started the country talking about the Penan 
and deforestation; that was part of the reason for 
the action and it worked. Official response has 
been predictable. Prime Minister Datuk Seri Dr 
Mathathir Mohamad tried to dismiss the protest 
by saying "Some white people still think that we 
do not know how to administer our country... 
they must show us how, as though they are more 
knowledgeable than us. They still have a supe- 
riority complex. Under (former British) adminis- 
tration, the Penan lived as they had been... in 
worse conditions than now." He refused to 
comment on the investigation into the Corrupt 
activities of several Sarawak Ministers. 

Sarawak State Secretary Tan Sri Haji Bujang 
Mohamad Noor described The Eight as "un- 
couth," and said it was time to teach the environ- 
mentalists a lesson on respecting other people in 
their own homeland. If only he could apply the 
lesson to himself, perhaps the future of the Penan 
would be a bit more certain. \ 


What you can do: As this goes to press, we are 
hearing that the Sarawak government is clamp- 
ing down. The general condition in the area has 
been described as "shitty." In Limbang, at the 
Penan trials, 80 Penan are without food and 
authorities refuse to help. Write to the following 
newspapers, but (I know this will be tough given 
the situation) be polite. Stress the plight of the 
indigenous people, not the foreign activists. 
Anything that can be interpreted as "we are better 
than you" will be used against the Penan and the 
forests in the national press; stress that they do 
not want their lifestyle or culture destroyed, and 
have been peacefully working towards that for 
years: The New Straight Times (M) Bhd., Balai 
Berita, 31 Jalan Riong, 59100 Kuala Lumpur, 
WM, MALAYSIA; Sarawak Tribune, PO Box 138, 
93700 Kuching, Sarawak, EAST MALAYSIA; The 
Star, NO 13Jalan 13/6, Petalingjaya, MALAYSIA 
Finally, what the Penan need most are radio 
transmitters and receivers; they are days away 
from the world and the government can move in 
and do anything to the them and no one will 
know. If you can help with money or equipment 
contact: Mark Alan Wilson, PO Box 9161, 
Missoula, MT 59807. 



Jake Jagoff seeks the spiritual wisdom of a rainforest ally to guide 
his path of action in resolving the disharmony troubling this 


ancient ecosystem. 






Calling All Ocean Defenders... 

Japan's Sea Turtle Slaughter Must End Now! 

By EF! Oceans Task Force 


Chanting "Stop the killing, 
stop the slaughter, keep the turtles 
in the water," EF! protesters dem- 
onstrated outside the San Francisco 
and LA Japanese consulates while 
President Bush and Prime Minister 
Kaifu met to discuss trade issues in 
California. In San Francisco, EFIers 
hung a giant banner calling for an 
end to the slaughter, while LA EFIers 
hung a "Japan Kills" banner across 
from the Kaifu-Bush meeting place. 

Japan continues its appalling 
record as the world's worst violator 
of international agreements to 
protect wildlife. Japan's most bla- 
tant mockery of international 
treaties is the continued trade in 
endangered sea turtles. The Con- 
vention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) will 
hold its next meeting in Japan in 
1992. Now is the time to turn up the 
heat on Japan and force it to stop its 
trade in endangered turtles and 
other species. 

Japan is the only developed 
nation that continues to trade 
massively in endangered sea turtle 
products. More than two million 
turtles have been killed since 1970 
to supply the country's insatiable 
market for exotic wildlife trinkets. 
All species of sea turtles except the 
Australian flatback are considered 
endangered under the US Endan- 
gered Species Act, the International 
Union for the Conservation of Na- 
ture and Natural Resources (IUCN) 
Red Data Book and CITES. 

The turtles are killed in a 
number of ways. Often they are 
harpooned, left to lie in the hot sun 
for hours, and later killed with a 
machete. Some are shot in the 
head. Others are caught in gill nets 
where, unable to surface for air, 
they drown. Presently, the largest 
slaughter is of the beautiful hawks- 
bill turtle, which is killed so its shell 
can be made into useless trinkets for 
wealthy tourists and residents in 
Japan. This is a coral-reef dwelling 
species that makes its living 
munching sponges. More than 1.2 
million hawksbill turtles have been 
killed for the tortoiseshell or 
"bekko" trade. The shells of these 


beautiful animals are made into 
eyeglass frames, cigarette lighter 
holders, combs, jewelry and shoe- 
horns. 

Between 1987 and 1989 some 
80,000 hawksbill sea turtles were 
killed and imported into Japan. 
Under pressure from mainstream 
environmental groups the country 
has reduced its imports to 20 tons of 
hawksbill turtle shell annually. 
This equals approximately 18,000 
turtles in 1990 and 18,000 more this 
year. Another 400,000 green turtles 
have been killed and stuffed for wall 
decorations in Ja- 
pan since 1970, 
although it has 
now dropped its 
trade in green 
turtles. More 
than 500,000 ol- 
ive ridley sea 
turtles have been 
killed since 1970 
in Ecuador, 

Mexico and 
other places 
around the world 
for the exotic sea 
turtle leather 
trade in Japan. 

Sea turtle skin is 
turned into ex- 
pensive shoes, 
wallets and V 
purses. 

Japan has promised to stop 
trading in olive ridley leather alto- 
gether in 1992. Last year the EF! 
Oceans Task Force, working to- 
gether with Earth Island Institute 
and other environmental and ani- 
mal rights activists, forced Mexico 
to end its killing of olive ridleys, 
effectively cutting off Japan's pri- 
mary source of turtle skins. But that 
was just the first step. 

Japan has signed the CITES 
convention, but uses the "reserva- 
tion" loophole to continue its trade 
in hawksbill and ridley turtles. Of 
the 104 nations who are signatories, 
Japan continues to maintain more 
reservations on endangered species 
than any other country. Clearly it 
could use a little unreserved pres- 
sure from turtle defenders world- 
wide. Under pressure from environ- 


mentalists, the US Commerce and 
Interior departments certified Ja- 
pan as violating the Pelly Amend- 
ment which acts to insure that a 
nation's activities are not "dimin- 
ishing the effectiveness" of pro- 
grams such as CITES which protect 
endangered species. When Bush 
failed to take action, EF! did. While 
Bush and Japan's Prime Minister 
Kaifu met to discuss trade issues, 
turtle defenders gathered outside 
the San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
New York Japanese consulates to 
demand an end to turtle slaughter 
for trinkets. In 
June, Japan an- 
nounced that it 
will continue to 
import 8.5 tons 
of sea turtle shell 
until December 
31, 1991 and 
that it will not 
withdraw its 
CITES reserva- 
tion on turtles 
until 1994. So, 
as it stands to- 
day, the death 
warrants for 
8,000 sea turtles 
have been 
signed while 
mainstream en- 
vironmental 
groups do noth- 
ing and some even applaud. 

We have learned from the 
ivory ban that these phaseouts re- 
sult in massive slaughters as dealers 
stockpile products before the ban 
goes into effect. The legal quota is a 
fraction of what the real kill will be. 
And we have no guarantees that the 
' Japanese government will follow 
through with its promises as the 
phase-out dates approach. The New 
York Times (May 18, 1991) quotes 
Japan's deputy director of imports 
as saying the ban would be lifted if 
the turtles show sufficient recovery. 
Is he talking about some Japanese 
scientific turtle research similar to 
the "scientific whaling" research 
that results in tons of whale meat 
ending up in Japanese supermar- 
kets? The Times reports that the 
Center for Marine Compromise 


(oops, Conservation) said that "the 
Japanese have gone far enough." 
This statement was made to the 
press before Japan even announced 
when it would stop killing the en- 
dangered species! 

We say to hell with that. Japan 
must immediately stop all trade in 
endangered sea turtles and all en- 
dangered wildlife. The turtles need 
the uncompromising strength of 
the Earth First! movement to save 
them from extinction. EF! Oceans 
Task Force demands that Japan: 
l)immediately cease all trade in sea 
turtles and all trade in endangered 
species; 2)end all driftnet fisheries; 
3)cease purchasing fish products 
caught in drift/gill nets. 

What You Can Do: We need 
protests at every Japanese Consu- 
late to let Japan know that its com- 
promise is not good enough. End 
the turtle kill nowl Plan a protest at 
your nearest Japanese Consulate in 
one of the following cities: Wash- 
ington, Atlanta, Kansas City, Chi- 
cago, New Orleans, New York, 
Houston, Boston, Honolulu, An- 
chorage, Seattle, Portland, Los An- 
geles or San Francisco. Contact EF! 
Oceans Task Force for graphic ideas, 
fact sheet, draft press release, etc. 
We're still at POB 77062, San Fran- 
cisco, CA 94107. Send donations to 
support our direct action. (P.S. — 
The EF! Ocean Task force is out of 
the tuna-dolphin sticker business) 
Write to: Ambassador Ryohei 
Murata, Embassy of Japan, 2520 
Massachusetts Avenue, Washing- 
ton, DC 20008; (202) 234-2266. 
Director, Import Division, Ministry 
of International Trade and Indus- 
try, 1-3-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda- 
Ku, Tokyo, JAPAN. Demand a halt 
to all trade in endangered sea 
turtles. And of course the usual 
scumbags: President George Bush, 
The White House, 1600 Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue, Washington, DC 
20500; your US Senators, US Sen- 
ate, Washington, DC 20510; your 
Representative, US House of Repre- 
sentatives, Washington DC 20515. 
Tell Bush and his buddies to get 
tough and impose meaningful 
trade sanctions. 



ALF Clubs Fur Industry 


The Animal Liberation Front 
(ALF) is apparently taking its anti- 
fur campaign back to the source, if 
recent actions in the Northwest are 
any indication. Oregon State U.'s 
Experimental Fur Farm in Corvallis, 
an industry-supported research 
unit, was the target of a June 10 
break-in that led to the liberation of 
unspecified numbers of mink. 
Walls were spray-painted, files were 
taken, and a fire was set in an area of 
the facility separate from the ani- 
mals. The blaze caused $62,000 
damage before it was extinguished, 
and, according to OSU's animal 
science director, loss of files could 
set back research projects by years. 

Five days later, activists "vis- 
ited" the Northwest Fur Foods Co- 
op in Edmonds, Washington, leav- 
ing incendiary devices that de- 





stroyed one-quarter of the building, 
causing $400,000 damage. Still 
visible on charred walls was a 
painted slogan, "Freedom for Fur 
Farm Prisoners." An ALF press re- 
lease, claiming responsibility for 
the fire, warned that "any elements 
of the fur farm industry as a whole 
are not safe from the rising tide of 
fur animal liberation.... ALF will 
escalate its defense of animals until 
the last rnirik and fox are running 
free." 




High Thoughts from Walbran Valley 



Buddy hangs a banner at the edge of the new road leading to the last 3% of rainforest in southern Vancouber Island, 
in danger of being clearcut this year. 


By Freebird 

BWAAP...BWAAP...BWAAP. The signal 
from the airhorn tells us the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police are here again. It's 5:30 am, 
August 20, 1991. Another day of the battle to 
save the Walbran Valley begins. 

This is my second day on a suspended plat- 
form. Seventy-five feet above the ground and 
suspended with ropes from one spruce and two 
cedar trees, my new home is one of two in the area 
known as Glad Lake West, where we have our 
base camp. The platforms are our most effective 
tactic yet to stop Fletcher Challenge's road 
building plans in this valley (or so we thought). 
According to the RCMP's grading system, these 
platforms rate a 9 or 10. Our road blockade on 
Monday, August 12, netted an 8. Previous block- 
ades and tactics were no higher than a 1 or 2. 
We're definitely getting better at this! 

Fletcher Challenge, a New Zealand based 
multi-national, is pushing ahead with plans to 
put roads through the Walbran, which is slated 
for clearcutting this winter. They're working in 
three areas known as Glad Lake Main, Glad Lake 
West and South Walbran. The Walbran Valley is 
part of the last 3% of unroaded, uncut, ancient 
rainforest left on southern Vancou\ ir Island. 
Vancouver Island boasts clearcuts so large they're 
visible from the space shuttle. There are Sitka 
Spruce trees 2,000 years old in the' Walbran. 
Marbled Murrulet nests have been found here, 
but there is no Endangered Species Act in 
Canada. You can still drink the water from the 
creeks and rivers. Next door to the north, half of 
the Carmanah valley was saved by the govern- 
ment turning it into a Provincial Park. It's basi- 
cally our only hope here in the long run. 

We had two suspended platforms up in GLM 
last week but Forest Commission loggers escorted 
by RCMP cut those down before we could get 
anyone in them. They've also cut down ones at 
base camp as well as the conspiratorial trees. 
We've learned from our mistakes; we're in our 
platforms now and we're not coming down. And, 
we can't be cut down without being seriously 
injured or killed. The road stops here! 

I've been here at base camp almost two 
weeks now but it seems like months. The first 
weekend I was here I was part of a team of 
27people who helped prepare the 8-rated road 
blockade. At a narrow point in the road leading 
to al three road-building areas, with a cliff leading 
up on one side and on the other stretching down 
for a couple hundred fett, we maneuvered a long 
dead tree across the road so that more than half 
of it stretched over the side. . We had the log 
weighed down on the road with a trashed, spray- 
painted van filled with rocks and boulders. On 
the other end we had Noel suspended on a 
platform, dangling above the chasm. Any at- 
tempt to move the log or the van would mean 
certain death for our friend. Before they figured 
it out, Fletcher Challenge flew in their workers by 
helicopter because their darn vehicles were just 
stuck there! It took them half a day, but in the end 
a crane was brought in, and an RCMP officer was 
lowered down on a platform to make his bold 
arrest. If our log was ten or 15 feet longer, the 
crane would not have been able to extend out to 
that distance. 

Thursday, August 15, was the day we were 
trounced out of our campsites at 6 am. FC 
decided they were going to continue the road 
through Glad Lake West, which had not gone 
anywhere for a while. We were given 45 minutes 
to pack up and clear out, including our kitchen, 
We moved to th other side of the bridge (FC built 
the bridge and then stopped work, and that's 
where we set up camp) and then they felled a tree 
right through where our kitchen used to be. A lot 
of us spent that day in the woods, not wanting to 
deal directly with any officers of the law. I finally 
took that four-hour hike I'd wanted to do! 

That week also saw a failed person-in-con- 
crete-in-the-road blockade, a total of five 
latforms and three hamocks cut down, and five 
more arrests. Every time a tree/platform sitter is 
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arrested we lose that person's gear as well. It's 
quite a collection the cops have now; there've 
been over 20 arrests since we set up base camp 
over a month ago. The charge is criminal con- 
tempt of court for disobeying a court injunction 
to stay out of the area while work is going on. 

Last week also saw the continuation of FC's 
media campaign against us. Their full page ad the 
previous week was followed with a smear cam- 
paign by way of a claim that they have suffered 
$45,000 worth of damages to their vehicles at the 
hands of saboteurs. Neither I nor anyone else has 
yet seen their evidence, but the letters to the 
editors are flowing with words of "anarchy," 
"hooligans," etc. You've seen it all before. FC 
now has hired thugs from "Kiwi Security" who sit 
in their cars and watch us and their equipment 24 
hours a day at the three sites. The RCMP has a 24- 
hour mobile station nearby at "Checkpoint 
Charlie," where another security dupe records 
vehicles entering and leaving the Walbran. Over 
the wekend of August 1 7-18, when our numbers 
swelled to approximately 100 people due to a 
"Wilderness in the Walbran" gathering we 
hosted, reports were that 60 RCMP officers were 
"on call" should anything happen. We have 
visits from them at least three or four times a day 
now and helicopters buzz us at treetop level at the 
same rate. If it seems like there's a mini-war going 
on, well, you're right. There is. And the battles 
are raging on all fronts. 

In Victoria, the home of the British Colum- 
bia government, the Environmental Youth Alli- 
ance hung a banner between two spruce trees in 
front of the legislature buildings. People have 
been gathering, marching, and holding vigils not 
only for the Walbran forest but also in support of 
the arrested activists. A young woman is still on 
a hunger strike last time I heard; it's going on five 
weeks now. (16-year old Sarah Turner and 14-year 
old Katie Meglic fasted for 28 days, -ed) 

Sierra Legal Defense is fighting in the courts 
to challenge the court injunction FC got to keep 
us out of the cutting areas (we lost), as well as 
challenging the legitimacy of their cutting plans 
on technicalities. 

There have been lots of full colour pictures 
in the local media including one showing a 


logger holding a protester by the throat and his 
hand fisted and ready to punch. What the paper 
didn't report, though, was that the two of them 
talked it out and agreed the problem was with 
Fletcher Challenge and the province's forestry 
practices. 

Wednesday, August 21: Day 3 in the plat- 
form. Awakened again by the airhorn. The sun 
is up higher today compared to when they came 
in yesterday. First the FC hacks and RCMP hike 
over to me, ask me if I'm willing to come down, 
read me the injunction over a bullhorn (usually 
accompanied by shouts, yells and howls by who- 
ever of us is in the area), then again ask me if I'm 
willing to come down. It's a struggle to control 
my rage as they insult me by asking me this 
ludicrous question! Then they leave and do the 
same ritual to the front platform sitter on the way 
out. It's Day 2 for him after relieving the previous 
sitter yesterday morning. I'm prepared to stay as 
long as it takes. Logistically, it's working out well 
for us. Our main kitchen, which is now on the 
other side of the bridge, has been supplying our 
front platform with food and water and support. 
I'm about a ten minute hike in from there, at a 
spot where FC loggers are blocked if they just 
went around our front platform (or so we 
thought). I'm above the Bender Camp, which 
has been my support. The possibility exists that 
the Bender Camp will be forced to vacate; I'll deal 
with that if and when it happens. 

Listening to loggers and FC hacks you'll hear 
talk of "overmature" and "useless lumber." They 
need to clearcut or they'll lose their jobs. You've 
heard all that before too. At $32 an hour these 
guys aren't starving. But they might go hungry 
after they clearcut all their jobs away. Make way 
for the pesticided, herbicided, monocultured, 
sprayed seedlings. They call this a tree farm. 
Driving through the valleys you'll see more 
clearcuts than tree farms. But that's only if you 
drive away from population and the tourist areas. 
There are people called "outdoor landscape de- 
sign engineers." They get paid a lot of money to 
figure out, with the aid of computer visuals and 
programs, where to put the next clearcut so the 
least number of people will see it. Also on the 
scene is the PR firm of Burson Marsteller Ltd, 
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helping to make clearcutting more palatable to 
an already disgusted public. BM Ltd. is best 
known for their work with Tylanol after the 
cyanide scare and with Union Carbide after the 
Bhopal massacre. 

This is public land, but the public doesn't 
have any rights to the trees. Those rights are 
basically given away to the forest killing industry 
by way of Tree Farm Licenses. We're sitting on 
part of TFL 46. 

As I sit here swaying with the breeze, taking 
in the sun naturally, I think about what I'm doing 
and what it means. I am Pagan. I am of the Earth. 
What I'm doing is my way of making ritual; I'm 
creating magic. I'm defending my home, and the 
home of my comrades. It's the home of the trees 
and the rivers, creeks, falls and of all the species 
of life this ecosystem supports. I look out over a 
sea of green and brown. The tallest trees sway 
incredibly and support nests at their tops. Ravens 
caw as they follow the path of the river. The river 
is always speaking as it flows with the news of its 
life toward the ocean. The sun shines down 
through the trees as it passes overhead. We've 
been blessed with no rain in- this temperate 
rainforest for two weeks now. The last rains 
raised the river seven feet and washed a lot of our 
first kitchen downstream. We learn to live with 
and respect our home. The three trees suporting 
my platform form an almost perfect triangle. As 
I lie on my back and look up, those trees and 
others form an almost perfect design in the 
opening up to the sky of a three pointed space. I 
am directly beneath it. The shape it makes is like 
an arrow that has been bent, with a shaft coming 
off the bend, which is the middle. The end of the 
arrow signifies where I've come from: its direc- 
tion is northeast. My original home was in the 
northeast. The shaft part represents a detour I 
took: its direction is south, which is where I've 
been for the past two and a half years (Santa Cruz, 
Mojave Desert.) The arrowhead points to where 
I'm going, where I should be: its direction is 
northwest, which is exactly where I am now. I 
need no more confirmation than that to know 
that what I'm doing is right in body, mind, and 
spirit. 

My plan was to go up to the Bender Camp 
platform on Sunday night. I thought it wouldn't 
matter that it was dark because I would be using 
ascenders on a line attached to the safety line 
above the platform, instead of having to climb a 
tree. Well, I learned two lessons that night: don't 
go up in the dark and ascenders don't work unless 
the line is attached to something solid like a tree. 
Since the safety line which the ascending line was 
attached to was springy, I couldn't get anywhere. 
On one attempt a branch caught my glasses and 
flung them off my face. We spent the next half 
hour finding them. On the following atempt I 
got a bit higher, but it was way too much effort 
and I knew that I wouldn't make it up. I was 
about 15 feet above the ground. The problem 
with ascenders is that you can't descend with 
them. I stepped out of the ropes and when my 
weight was off the line it sprang up, giving me a 
bit of a flip, and I landed flat on my back. I knew 
when to quit. I would climb one of the trees in 
the morning instead. RCMP and Fletcher Chal- 
lenge dupes had not yet been down to the Bender 
Camp, so I figured that, plus the time needed for 
them to deal with the front platform sitter, would 
give me enough time to get up the tree after the 
airhorn signaled in the morning. It took me 
about 45 minutes to climb the tree. We've been 
using the three stirrup method. The top one is 
the safety line which you're always hooked into, 
and the bottom two are for your feet. A stirrup is 
a looped length of rope wrapped around the tree, 
one end through the other. Once I got up to the 
line suspending the platform and the safety line 
above it which runs directly above the platform, 

I clipped into the safety line and traversed across. 

I made it, but it wasn't over, because I then had 
to haul up my food, water and gear. Let me tell 
you, hauling five gallons of water up 75 feet to a 
platform is no easy task! But I had to get it all up 
before they came, so I did. Only after that could 


I relax. The whole process from waking up to 
hauling took close to two hours, I think. 

I put together about three days worth of 
food, but the kitchen below me has been sending 
up lots of hot food as well. If and when they're 
kicked out, this will become more of a challenge. 
I've spent a little time in jail, and I enjoy my own 
company, so this isn't too hard to do yet. The 
platform was originally three feet by four feet. 
I've since added some boards to make it six feet 
long. Now I can stretch out! The one thought I 
had was that they might try to lower someone 
from a helicopter. It would be both difficult and 
dangerous, espcially if we did resist! The other 
option is to starve us out. Being a diabetic poses 
a few more concerns for my health. But we must 
save this forest, by any means necessary! 

Thursday, August 22: Day 4 in the platform. 
RCMP and FC have just carried away Alan in a 
stretcher. No, he wasn't injured, he was protest- 
ing the eviction of the Bender Camp. They came 
in this morning with their chainsaws and started 
killing trees between the two platforms. We 
thought we had this area covered but apparently 
not. The RCMP forced everyone to leave the 
Bender Camp and everyone went peacefully, 
though slowly. Alan decided they would have to 
carry him out, which they did. Seems likely folks 
will be allowed back in the area after the day's 
work is done, though I'm good for two days if 
not. I could be good for longer but my supply of 
insulin will run out, so I'll either have to be 
replaced or folks will have to get me some. 
There's a person willing to relieve me tomorrow 
in any case, allowing me to go back to Vancouver 
for a shower, supplies, phone calls, letters, etc. I 
don't want to be gone longer than two or three 
days if possible. 

FC loggers felled about five trees, but since 
the Bender Camp was vacated I've not seen or 
heard them. It seems to be a method they 
employ: come in the morning and disrupt our 
camp, cut a few trees, then leave. It's an intimi- 
dation tactic; they want to make sure we know 
who has the power. Butwedoknow. Every single 
one of us has power, and united we have a 
strength no human-made machine can destroy. 
These people would be nothing to match us if it 
weren't for their laws and weapons. 

Damn! Those fuckers came back. They're 
cutting trees around me. They're putting the 


road around me instead. The relentless grinding 
of chainsaw on tree, over and over and over 
again. Areally big one justwent down. Thecrash 
was thunderous. "Yoohoo! Yoohoo!" yelled the 
loggers. Back patting all around. It's fucking 
Miller Time, boys! I see it all. Trees are falling no 
less than a hundred feet away. It's hard to say 
whether I feel more angry or depressed. I guess 
they're just switching off with each other. I'm 
crying a lot. I feel much grief. I apologise to the 
trees. I thought I was being effective. I thought 
we could save this area. I cry some more. Fuck, 
it's been awhile! After many hours it's finally 
over. The chainsaws have stopped for the day. 
Twenty trees died today. In my platform, gently 
swaying in the breeze, I hear the birds again. My 
tears give way to the sound of the river returning. 
The ravens fly over to inspect the carnage. The 
sounds of the forest begin to penetrate me again, 
begin to bring me out of my state of shock. My 
comrades are returning to see how I'm doing. 
"I'm okay," I say. "I'm angry," I say. Today was 
a hard day in the war zone. 

I think that there must be more effective 
ways to stop this slaughter. Perhaps if our base 
camp weren't here we could use different tactics. 
We've stuck to the concept of no property de- 
struction, more for the sake of possible conse- 
quences to the camp than ideology. Most people 
here are realizing the futility of passive resistance, 
or even the passive/confrontational style we've 
been using. But times are a-changin'. We even 
had a visit from some older folks last night who 
proudly wore t-shirts which said "Raging Gran- 
nies." They were heard to be very down on the 
concept of "non-violence." I think they may 
have some things to teach us! 

I've been relieved by Buddy. I've gone back 
to Vancouver for supplies and a short break. I'll 
be back in the Walbran by the time you're read- 
ing this. The time is crucial. The rainforest needs 
us. The rainforest needs you! Your energy and 
support is very much needed. Rides and/or maps 
are available from Victoria. Call (604) 381-1141. 
Climbing gear is needed: ropes, spurs, harnesses, 
carabeeners, eights, etc. If you can't deliver it 
personally, send it, or send money, to Western 
Canada Earth First! Box 6491, Depot 1, Victoria, 
BC V8P 5M4 Canada. Find a Fletcher Challenge 
office or a BC government office and let them 
know what you think. Be creative! See you in the 
Walbran! 



Puzzled cops and robbers... oops, loggers, try to figure out how to get past a roadblock without killing Noel, who is 
dangling from the end of the obstructing log. 
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Animal Liberation vs? Radical Environmentalists 

ALF 

Anonymous 

In the early morning hours of August 13th, 
the Western Wildlife Cell of the ALF raided ani- 
mal facilities and research offices at Washington 
State University in Pullman, WA. Seven coyotes, 
ten mice and six mink were freed. In Bustad Hall, 
researcher John Gorham's office was entered, 
computers smashed and files doused with what 
appears to have been sulfuric acid. Gorham was 
on vacation at the time. 

Damage estimates for the raid, termed "Op- 
eration Bite-Back," were $50,000. 

In an anonymous press release, the ALF 
states that the USDA's Animal Disease Research 
Unit and the Wildlife Biology Furbearer Research 
Facility were targeted "due to their participation 
in research that benefits sheep ranching on 
American wilderness and fur farming of native 
wildlife... fur animal research at WSU serves the 
economic interests of animal researchers and 
ranchers who profit from animal exploitation 
and environmental destruction." 

The seven coyotes, which were released 
from 3x5 foot cages at the USDA Disease Research 
Unit, were infected with sarcocystis, a domestic 
sheep disease. According to the press release, the 
disease flushes itself from canines within weeks, 
but is economically devastating to sheep ranch- 
ers, destroying the value of infected sheep. 

WSU says the coyotes were "orphans" and 
were obtained from various agencies who found professor. Recently, he killed 15 beaver to test The animal rights groups are "bunny huggers" 

the animals. The ALF says the animals were underwater traps. The purpose; to find a more who have no concept of wilderness issues. And 

orphaned by the USDA and its "^enocidal cam- "humane" trap. According to a 7/27 Chronicle both sides have very valid arguments, 

paign being waged against their species." The article, Gilbert was recently refused a request to But the real frustration lies in both sides 

USDA's Animal Damage Control program was kill a dozen otter in similar tests. Also in Gilbert's failure to see the connection between these two 

responsible for the slaughter of over 85,000 coy- "care" are four otter, two beaver, four marten and issues, which is, after all, really only one. That 

otes in '88 alone. According to the ALF, "the very a fisher. WSU students use both the marten and one being the sacredness of life in balance, 

reason coyotes end up in research labs like WSU's the fisher for thesis research to test their oxygen The basic premise from which the animal 

is due to the very industry that benefits from the consumption on a treadmill to "gauge how much rights groups areworking is a good one, if narrow, 

research being conducted on them." energy they use." With that information they They believe in the equality of all species. How- 

At the time of this writing, only two of the apparently decide how much food and land the ever, it is still coming from a human-controlled 

coyotes had been recaptured. animals need in the wild. Their concern is viewpoint. But with actions such as the WSU ALF 

The six mink were taken from 1x2 foot cages overwhelming. Graffiti on a USDA shed saying raid, the broader connections are being made, 

on the university's USDA Animal Disease Re- "Gilbert is next" was left during the raid, perhaps and the animal rights groups are listening. For 

search fur farm. The mink were being used to as a warning that he should quit before it's too perhaps the first time, PETA, in support of the 

research scrapie, another disease which affects late. WSU raid, publically recognized the animal's 

domestic sheep and fur farmed mink. The virus But the repercussions of this raid go beyond need to be in the wild, a small but major step 

apparently shuts down the nervous system, so just the acts of sabotage and liberation them- towards wilderness recognition, 

the animals are unable to eat, swallow or breathe. selves. A later Chronicle article called the ALF Perhaps it's time for EF! to begin to recognize 

Because it is spread so easily, scrapie is a major "radical environmentalists." If so, an important animal issues within the wilderness context. It's 

threat to the beef, sheep and dairy industry. The connection has been made. This action may be not enough to fight for wilderness alone. It's also 

mink taken during the raid, however, were not the first long-awaited step in bridging theunnec- necessary to look at the exploitation and suffer- 

infected. Researcher Mark Robinson, a federally essary ideological gap between the animal rights/ ing occurring on smaller levels, such as fur farms, 

funded microbiologist at the USDA fur farm, has animal liberation movement and the radical en- and realize the impact it's having on the larger 

conducted this same research on mink for over vironmental movement. ecosystem. Fur ranchers are working diligently to 

eight years, research they admit causes extreme It seems the division between these two achieve the total domestication of mink and fox. 

suffering in the mink. movements has always come down to one basic Special diets and color phases are being intro- 

WSU researchers claim the mink have "zero dichotomy.. .the individual vs the ecosystem, or duced that are eroding the genetic make-up of 

chance of survival" in the wild. This seems to be wildness. One recent example of this is the these wild animals. 

a bit of an exaggeration. As to their survivability, Yellowstone Bison hunt. The hunt saboteurs, And inside the animal research facilities, 

"ALF hold as evidence every mink population said by the media to be animal rights activists (or more is going on than cosmetic testing on rab- 

outside of North America as proof that captive is it radical environmentalists?), are fighting for bits. Beaver are being studied and killed to find 

bred mink are capable of reintroduction into an increased Yellowstone ecosystem and a free- more effective and acceptable trapping methods, 

native habitat. Mink are native only to North roaming wild bison herd, wild being the key Coyotes are caged to find ways to kill natural 

America, yet populations have been established word. The Fund for Animals, the DC-based viruses which would effectively destroy the live- 

in Scandanavia, Britain, Europe and Asia due to animal rights group, was willing to see birth stock industry. Marten and fisher are running 

escapes and ALF liberations in these countries." control methods introduced to the bison, pro- treadmills to see how far we can push environ- 

According to Dan Mathews of PETA, who is vided that none were killed. The individual mental exploitation before their populations are 

acting as a spokesperson for the ALF action, the animal took precedence, and the issue of wild- pushed too far. 

animals have been returned to the wild. ness was not addressed. And beyond that, the controlled manipula- 

The ten mice had been irradiated the day of r' Another example is the recently completed tion and destruction of others lives are occurring 

the raid. They've apparently been taken to / fur-farm rehabilitation project by the Coalition on a daily basis. 

homes "to live out their shortened lives without /^Against Fur Farms (CAFF). Last winter, CAFF Hopefully the ALF raid is only the beginning 

fear of further experimentation." purchased fur farm animals in Montana under of animal liberation/radical environmental ac- 

It seems this research is only the tip of the the guise of starting up a fur farm in California. tions. As the gap is bridged, our power increases, 

iceberg for WSU's exploitive activities. An article The animals were then transported to Washing- and it becomes harder for animal and environ- 

in the 7/15 Spokane Chronicle says the WSU ton to be rehabilitated and released, a process mental exploiters to justify and continue their 

campus alone has 16,000 research animals. Of which inevitably involved live feeding, a bone of destruction. 

these animals, 1,300 were used in "Type D" contention for several animal rights groups. A The ALF has vowed to continue the libera- 

experiments, which involve pain and drugs. total of 60 mink, four bobcat and two lynx have tion struggle on both fronts: "ALF shall challenge 

"...459 were dogs, 400 were hamsters, 220 were been released back into their native habitats. policies which allow grazing of livestock on lands 

rabbits and the remainder were cats, guinea pigs, CAFF feels the only way for these animals to bT~ i traditionally used by native American wildlife, 

primates, grizzly and black bears, bighorn sheep, free is to once again be wild. The animals rights I Until coyotes and other animals live free from the 

ferrets, beavers, horses and cows." groups, it seems, would rather have them live 1 tortuous hands of humankind, no industry or 

Another 95 animals were used in "Type E" safer, longer lives on a sanctuary. \\ individual is safe from the rising tide of fur 

experiments, which involve pain and no drugs. And the frustration has built on both sides. animal liberation. 

One such experiment was done by WSU re- The radical environmentalists are termed "ma- “To abusers of native wildlife everywhere, 

searcher Fred Gilbert, 'a natural resources science cho" and have no respect for individual lives. beware. The ALF has just begun to fight." 


Raid Unites Struggles 
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Late Night Lock-Up 


Days dangle dementedly in strangling smogs of prison grey: 
hoosegow hell choking life slowly, 
smothering extinction-bound Orang Utans 
incarcerated in the Los Angeles Zoo. 

Rollicking arboreal bodies built for high jungle living 
scrape over concrete, steel, and gunnite rock-work. 
Amusements are few: you find peanuts hidden by the keeper 
in minutes (every inch of the exhibit is known too well). 
Games are played with regular zoo visitors, friends 
on the other side. - 

Su Long listens to her imaginary watch, tapping it. s ' ' -£5 
Gail sticks her tongue out if she likes you. 

Joy waves. 'wgS 

My dear relatives, you study people day after day, fr/ 

your psychiatric wisdom surpasses any shrinks. 

Some people make you puke. 

Weekends are worst... 

Huge, distraction-hungry hordes swarm 
merciless to your sad plight: 
jeering, leering, twisted people faces 
teasing, laughing at your buddha look. 

You throw your shit at them. 

You spit your piss at them. 

Hurl slimy cauliflower, accurately. 

The rabble scream, fall back 

only to lurch forward, doubly deranged. 

(If available a security guard is stationed). 

Nightfall: Crowds leave. 

Desperately wacky, upset and nasty, ai 

you spit on your heavy-hearted keeper, A 

tricking and tormenting. w 

(You'd kill your newborns if we let you keep them). M 

I soothe: Come in. Rest. Eat. I love you. I hate this. 

Here's your medicine Willy. Leave the hose alone Gail. 31 
Tension lessens. ^ 

Monday will be easier. Slj 

Schoolchildren's shouts 

can be drowned out ^ 

when you place your head ^ 

by the waterfall 
with a tub over it. 

— Karen DeBraal 
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Pot Heads 


Malheur Mining Company (completing exploration of the 
Kerby cyanide heap leach project along Oregon's Snake River) 
are the proud recipients of an Oregon Exploration Reclamation 
Award for work completed at their Kerby project. This honor 
was bestowed by the Oregon Department of Geology and 
Mineral Industries. 

In an effort to make the area more aesthetically pleasing 
and environmentally safe, Malheur Mining has placed GREEN 
FLOWERPOTS on top of their white PVC pipe claim markers, 
supposedly to keep birdies from getting stuck in the pipes. 

Malheur Mining took their environmentalism one step 
further and are attaching "used" beer cans to the GREEN 
FLOWERPOTS to act as containers for housing claim notices. 

Earth Day really did change the world. 

—Southern Willamette EF! 


Environmental And 
Animal Protection 
Groups Sue To Halt 
Montana Grizzly Bear 
Hunt 

From The Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

On August 28, 1991, Jasper Carlton, director 
of the Biodiversity Legal Foundation, joined with 
the Swan View Coalition and the Fund for Ani- 
mals in filing suit against the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service in US District Court in Washington DC. 
The suit claims that the authorization of a sport 
hunting season for grizzly bears in Montana is 
illegal under the provisions of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA). This effort comes in the wake 
of Montana's first ever trophy hunt of grizzly 
bears in the spring, when hunters randomly took 
the lives of three healthy bears, including a 21- 
1/2 year old male. 

Specifically, the suit requests the court to 
enjoin the sport hunting of the threatened and 
federally protected bear in Montana, direct the 
Service to terminate its funding of endangered 
species programs in Montana until it is in com- 
pliance with the ESA, and, at the very least, to 
take all necessary steps to prevent the state of 
Montana from instituting a spring grizzly bear 
hunt in 1992. The plaintiffs have also filed a 
motion for a preliminary injunction in an at- 
tempt to stop the fall, 1991 grizzly bear hunt. The 
case will be heard by US District Court Judge 
Michael Boudin. 

The grizzly bear, which was classified as a 
federally threatened species in 1975, today 
numbers less that 1,000 individuals throughout 


the coterminous US. Even so, the grizzly is still 
legally hunted in the Northern Continental Di- 
vide Ecosystem in northwestern Montana. In 
fact, of the 171 known grizzly bear deaths in the 
past 11 years, licensed trophy hunters have 
slaughtered 78 — or 46 percent of all bears killed. 
This, at a time when each bear should be treated 
as the last, and when the killing of each female 
grizzly bear eliminates generations of reproduc- 
tion. The Montana grizzly bear hunt has also 
allowed the killing of grizzlies in both the Bob 
Marshall and Great Bear Wilderness areas — the 
very areas where both biologists and ranchers 
alike would prefer to have the bear prosper. 

The plaintiffs claim that the existing hunt- 
ing is a clear violation of the "take" provision of 
the Endangered Species Act. Pursuant to the 
provisions of the ESA, such a "regulated taking" 
can only be warranted "in the extraordinary case 
where population pressures within a given eco- 
system cannot be otherwise relieved." The 
plaintiffs contend that the Service and the 
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife, and Parks 
have basically admitted that they have no evi- 
dence that there are any population pressures in 
the ecosystem. In fact, attorneys for the plaintiffs 
have providing affidavits from leading grizzly 
bear biologist Charles Jonkel and University of 
Montana wildlife biologist Lee Metzgar that 
clearly indicat that no "extraordinary case" cir- 
cumstances exist. Keith Hammer, president of 
the Swan View Coalition in Montana, points out 
that, "obviously, one the most effective ways in 
which to reduce grizzly bear mortalities is not to 
shoot them." 

According to Jasper Carlton, "the state of 
Montana continues to place states rights and the 
desires of trophy hunters above the needs of the 
threatened grizzly bear. At the same time, the 


state and the US Fish and Wildlife Service have 
allowed excessive commercial logging, roading, 
subdividing, and energy development to frag- 
ment, degrade, and destroy the last large, natural, 
diverse ecosystems upon which the survival of 
the grizzly bear and many other species depends. 
These agencies have essentially deserted the goal 
of full recovery of the 'Great Bear' in the wild." 

Carlton adds that, "the state of Montana is 
out of step with the times by actively resisting 
adequate protection for all the elements of 
natural diversity. Montana has interfered with 
federal listing and protection of Woodland 
Caribou, the Fluvial Arctic Grayling, and most 
recently, the Paddlefish. If Montana persists in 
its 1800s mentality, all of these issues could end 
up in federal court. A cooperative effort by all 
state and federal agencies, as well as the private 
sector, is needed to work for the full recovery of 
these biologically endangered species in the 
wild." The state of Montana also sponsors a 
hunting season of the majestic Tundra Swan and 
is proposing a Sandhill Crane hunting season in 
the pacific flyway portion of Montana in 1992. 

The lawsuit, if successful, will not prevent 
the government from removing or relocating 
specific "problem" bears that are threatening 
human life or property. 

What You Can Do: Write John Turner, 
Director, US Fish and Wildlife Service, 18th & C 
Sts. NW, Washington, DC, 20240 and insist that 
the Service terminate the sport hunting of the 
threatened grizzly bear in Montana and take 
stronger steps to protect the habitat of the bear in 
the northern Rockies. Support this important 
legal action by sending your financial; contribu- 
tions to the Biodiversity Legal Foundation, POB 
18327, Boulder, CO 80308-8327, and the Swan 
View Coalition, POB 1901, Kalispell, MT 59903. 
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Shooting Cows: A Novel Idea 


By A. Noxy Moose 

I'd heard about livestock being allowed to 
graze in wilderness areas, but I never paid it much 
mind. "Surely it wouldn't occur in my wilder- 
ness," I always thought. But then, reality struck 
me in the face like an angry rancher. 

I was returning from a week-long trip in one 
of my favorite areas. Even the mosquitos seemed 
to be a blessing on this near-perfect trip. Less 
than three miles from my 
car, I saw the first one. 

It was big and black, 
with white marking un- 
jierneath. It looked at me 
with fear, backing care- 
lessly into some small 
trees. The cow's many 
mates were everywhere in 
the narrow valley, eating 
the beautiful flowers and 
shrubberies, wallowing in 
what used to be a spar- 
kling brook, languishing 
in the trail, shitting every- 
where. 

The policy of mul- 
tiple abuse clearly showed 
its ugliest side. "This can't 
be!!!" I said to myself. 

"Get out of here!!!" I 

screamed at the bovines, 

throwing pine cones and sticks at any and all 

domesticated four-leggeds. 

The cows reacted predictably, escaping as 
quickly as their bloated bodies allowed. Satisfac- 
tion was sweet, but much too brief and shallow. 
Something more significant had to happen. An 
obvious action had to occur. 


I thought quite a bit about my action before 
actually taking it. "Would it be within my ethics 
and moral code to kill these rather defenseless 
creatures?" was my biggest dilemma. I decided 
that it was okay for a number of reasons. 

First, these cows were going to be killed soon 
anyway, probably in much less humane circum- 
stances. Second, it might actually make a dif- 
ference in the long-term; perhaps the asshole 
rancher and Freddie who decided that the wilder- 
ness "needed" to be grazed by domestics would 



think twice. Third, it would make a difference in 
the short-term; these cows would be gone, fewer 
plants would be eaten, more streambank would 
live, and on and on.... 

I planned my action carefully. The next 
Saturday, the nights of the new moon, I returned 
to my wilderness and easily found the cows. They 



were still occupying the trail, the creek, the val- 
ley. I climbed high up the north side of the valley, 
watching for other two-leggeds and observing 
my quarry. 

I've never shot another being before. Dur- 
ing the week, I went to a major sporting goods 
store and exercised my NRA-given right to pur- 
chase a medium-caliber pistol and supply of 
ammo. 

It was much easier than I thought. Two 
hours after sunset, I climbed down to the upper 

end of the trail. Walk- 
ing slowly towards 
the first animal, I was 
able to get within five 
feet of my first "tro- 
phy." One shot rang 
out, muffled by the 
lush growth in the 
valley. One beautiful, 
brown bovine bit the 
big one. 

I continued 
down the trail; the 
cows were quite wary 
of me now. But they 
had virtually nowhere 
to go. The valley was 
narrow, and the trail 
away from me quickly 
became clogged with 
slow-boat cows. I was 
able to easily negotiate the trailside obstacles, 
catching and killing the majority of the herd: 
fifteen in all. 

I had less problem with causing "death" 
than I'd expected. The cattle were semi-guilty 
participants in a policy of destroying the Earth by 
eating it. "Killing's killing," I thought, whether 
it's a cow, a policy, or whoever. At various times, 
I'd point my barrel directly at a frozen-with-Tear 
cow and imagine that it was the rancher or the 
Freddie that I was disposing of. 

The public never heard about my night of 
hunting. Apparently, the Freddies and the 
rancher didn't want to popularize this type of 
event. No need. I'll be at it again. Wherever cows 
and sheep roam in wild places, my pistol and I 
will be there. Wild lands are for wild animals. 
Earth First! 


.../Wse View'll 'Be a tlace 

///” 

To LAMP CW 7HE TKEEWKj /// 

Illustration by (Jinny Rosenberg from the book, “Sacred Cows at the Public Trough” 
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A Caribou Convention in Albany 



Mercury is leaching into the reservoirs and contaminating 
the fish, animals, and native peoples. 


By Allison Slater 

We hadn't planned on the polka band. 

Every other detail of the post-rendezvous 
action had been debated and decided by group 
consensus; the five foot cardboard bullshit detec- 
tor, the dead bloated caribou costumes, the blue 
UN peacekeeping-force hats. But the polka band 
in front of the capital building was a surprise. 

The Monday after the Vermont RRR, a herd 
of caribou roamed the streets of downtown Al- 
bany, NY, bellowing, grazing on public squares 
and handing out flyers about the James Bay 
hydroproject which killed 10,000 of their rela- 
tives in 1984. The herd was protected by EFiers in 
blue cardboard fezzes, acting as surrogate enforc- 
ers of the recent UN report condemning Hydro- 
Quebec's project as ecocide and genocide. 

When the herd roamed into the plaza in 
front of New York's state capitol, a group of 
middle-aged white boys were already there, 
whaling out polka tunes on accordion and trum- 
pet. Albany's business crowd sat on the lawn 
munching hamburgers and listening to the band. 

The caribou circled up in the middle of the 
field and danced while the rest of the crew took 
up the cry, "polka hole in the dam!" Twenty 
some people with signs and banners claimed the 
stairs behind the band as their stage, dancing 
during the songs and chanting in between. One 
uniformed cop and one unsuccessfully disguised 
as a regular person watched from the sidelines. 
EF!'s six legal observers watched them. 

Finally the band stopped trying to convince 
the crowd that polkas are the highest form of 
music, and the EFiers grabbed full attention. The 
herd of caribou and one salmon plunged into the 
reflecting pool in front of the capitol. When they 
hit the 40 foot canvas dam at the other end of the 
pool they died, symbolizing the drowning of 
migrating caribou in Quebec when H-Q reversed 
the natural river flow patterns to satisfy high 
winter energy demands in distant urban areas. In 
Albany, however, the caribou revived and broke 
down the dam. 

Leaving wooden caribou floating in the 
pool, the whole troop then wandered across the 
street to the office building of New York Power 
Authority, the agency with a $19.5 million con- 
tract to buy energy from Hydro-Quebec. The wet 
caribou entered the lobby of the building, drip 


ping all over their nice linoleum floor and riding 
the escalators up and down, handing more pro- 
paganda to the business drones trying to escape 
to some nice safe place for lunch. 

About ten of the protestors jogged up the 19 
flights of stairs (no ecocide for elevators!) to the 
office of NYPA and spent ten minutes chanting 
outside their door before being herded back 
down by security officers. Although plans were 
made in case anyone got arrested, in the wake of 
the AmEx disaster no activists from outside Al- 
bany (i.e.-nobody) volunteered to sacrifice them- 
selves to the cops. 

By the time the protestors got back outside, 
the two original officers had been joined by eight 
others in four copmobiles and more met them 
along the way to the final action site, Governor 
Mario Cuomo's humble home. Unable to com- 
prehend a group run by consensus, the police 
kept asking to be taken to our leader. After trying 
repeatedly to explain that there was no leader, we 
decided to humor them, and deferred all re- 
sponsibility for our actions to the real power 
behind the scenes; Orin Langelle's terrier J.R. 

En route to Cuomo's mansion, the herd had 
to wade across three more pools. The displaced 
caribou lamented the loss of free-flowing water 
and bellowed for "rivers, not fountains." 

The group had prepared for Cuomo's noto- 
rious slick talk with the bullshit detector, but the 
governor was not at home at the time. Too bad 
for him. He missed the skit that the protestors 
put on anyway, tryng Hydro-Quebec in an Earth 
court and sentencing their representative to 
drink mercury contaminated water from 
Quebec's dammed rivers. Hopefully, at least the 
20 cops watching us were amused. After a short 
tribal jam and a parting bellow, the herd grazed 
their way back to the urban base camp in a pre- 
school. 

Overall the action was a straightforward 
protest and completely legal, to the disgust of 
several activists. Paranoia after the AmEx action 
caused the group to be over-cautious and fearful 
about what could happen to activists far from 
home if they got arrested. At the post action 
meeting, one EF!er suggested that perhaps this 
experience was needed to rid the group of their 
nervousness and that now.EF! can get back to 
business as usual: in other words, disrupting 
business as usual. 
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We Bad... 


Excerpted from The Environmental Address Book; How to Reach the Environment's 
Greatest Champions and Worst Offenders by Michael Levine, published by Perigee 
Books, 200 Madison Avenue, NY, NY 10016. (212) 951-8477. You can express your 
opinion by sending Mr. Levine gobs of spit in McDonald's new environmentally safe 
burger boxes. 

SUGGESTED ENVIRONMENTAL ADDRESS BOOK QUIZ FOR YOUR AUDIENCE 


GOOD GUYS or BAD GUYS? 

1. EARTH FIRST! 

Ans. bad — a militant environmental ac- 
tivist group whose actions have represented the 
radical end of the pro-earth movement, occa- 
sionally discrediting more appropriate activi- 
ties. 

2. Ted Turner 

Ans. good — owner of Cable News Net- 
work, WTBS, and Turner Network Television. 
Broadcasts and produces many programs about 
the environment. 


3. McDonald's Corp. 

Ans. good & bad — Good Guys for promising 
to phase out use of styrofoam "clam shell" food 
packaging. Bad Guys for taking so long. 

About the author: . Regarded as one of 
Hollywood's shrewdest business executives, au- 
thor Michael Levine heads a major entertainment 
public relations firm (which uses only recycled 
paper); the company has offices in Los Angeles, 
New York, London and Las Vegas, representing 
more than a hundred celebrities. Mr. Levine lives 
in Los Angeles where he is an assiduous recycler. 


Defining 

Dissent: 

The Alternative Culture in 
Service to the State 

By Jerry Dolphin 

Defining Dissent means setting the agenda 
of debate, putting forth and omitting elements 
of information to the dissenting mind, in turn, 
to be manipulated and brainwashed by the wily 
professor, the national organizer or the re- 
nowned writer/speaker. 

Controlling the Alternative culture is of 
prime importance to corporate and govern- 
mental elites because it is the one domestic 
threat capable of exposing and toppling its 
immoral empire. By "co-opting" the move- 
ment and defining its agenda, elites can ma- 
nipulate how far and how deep a specific 
movement can penetrate the weak points of 
their particular operations of exploitation. 

By defining dissent and setting the agenda 
of understanding and action within the alter- 
native movement, the "national security state" 
can incorporate a large degree of acceptable 
dissent within to serve the immediate and long- 
term interests and concerns of the US corporate 
and military elite. 

The support, sale and promotion of Earth 
Day and so-called environmentally correct 
corporate "green products" are a prime example 
in this case. 

Another prime example to be given in this 
analysis has to do with the past Middle East war- 
i.e. specifically the NO BLOOD FOR OIL cam- 
paign. By introducing "oil" into the arena of 
dissent, the anti-war movement incorporated 
the false doctrine that "oil" was, in fact, the 
primary reason for the U.S. invasion. In de- 
fining the parameters, Democrats touted, "its 
about oil," while Republicans solemnly noted, 
its not about oil, its about naked Iraqi aggres- 
sion." The radical voice (one rarely heard in the 
mostly censored 'alternative' media, let alone 
the corporate media) reasoned that it was not 
only about oil, but about, more profoundly, 
Israeli regional security (both short and long 
term), US economic and political leverage over 
global economic competitors such as Germany 
and Japan, and the securing of a more or less 
permanent US presence in the Persian Gulf. 

In this particular case, one can clearly see 
that the NO BLOOD FOR OIL campaign, in 
truth, served the State by routing dissent away 
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from the core issues of the War. "Oil" became a 
means to define dissent, set the anti-war agenda, and 
generally keep in place unruly domestic opposition. 
It also served the interests of the State by providing 
a forum for a largely "business as usual" energy 
policy which called more extensively for greater 
emphasis on nuclear power-again in the interests of 
the corporate and governmental elite. 

Many examples such as this exist within the 
Alternative Counterculture. The time has come for 
radical activists to challenge the hypocrisy and 
manipulation from within, and in the process bring 
to light the relevant reasoning needed to effectively 
confront and overcome the numerous tragedies 
occurring around us throughout our world. 


Howls from Inside Ourselves 

She talks to her kin, 

but we yank out her grassy hair, 
roots and all 

and she screeches. 

We poke geophones into her brown skin, 
and she howls. 

We blast holes in her swollen stomach, 
kill our relatives- badgers, pikas, moles 
cause our bear and wolf sisters to miscarry 

and she thunders NO NO NO 

but we chop off her fingers, then arms 
break them into logs and two by fours 
leave her roots bleeding water 

and she begs us to stop. 

We suck the foamy water 
streaming from the mountains, 
damn her milky flow. 

and she is stunned into silence. 


We strip away her sage dress, 
grab the soft clay of her thighs, 
rip the moss between her legs, 
ram through 

steal warm oil, sacred ovals of coal 
plow further through her flesh, 
tear the muscles of her heart 


yes . 

1 \ V .* V 

S > v.\ 


and now she is taking us. 
— By Ginger Costello 








Shawnee 


continued from frontpage 

decimated by greed and stupidity. 

The trees of the Shawnee that are being 
felled by East Perry Lumber Company, which 
appears to be a multi-national corporation from 
Germany, are allegedly being sent to that country 
for palettes and railroad ties because the Black 
Forest is plagued with acid rain . The Fairview area 
is part of the last contiguous interior forest in 
Jackson County. Logging has taken place despite 
an Illinois appeal from Congress requesting that 
all timber sales be postponed until a new land 
resource management plan can be drawn up. 
Below-cost sales, like the Fairview, are expected 
to be eliminated by the new plan . This appeal was 
the result of much public outcry, including an 80 
day road blockade of the sale last summer. 

What You Can Do: For action updates, 
call Doug McClura at (618) 684-6897. For phone- 
tage, call the FBI at (6 1 8) 529-5 121, Congressman 
Glen Poshard (618) 985-6300 and the fuckwads 
at the Forest Service at (618) 687-1731. 

Additional information was provided by 
Anne Petermann of Preserve Appalachian Wil- 
derness and Steve Taylor of Big River EF! 




US Army 


of Engineers 





Photo: Slugthang 


Salmon Action III Death cuts down a giant eight-legged Stumptown land 
salmon as it attempts to breach the gates of the US Army Corps of Engineers. 


Mr. fish 

Nota bene: 

Apparently there's a (human) resource order 
in the national USDA Forest Service Coordina- 
tion Center for "guntoters." They have been 
requested to aid in dealing with Earth First! in the 
Shawnee. People in pickle suits are persistently 
seeking and searching to fill the resource order 
from any region they can. Other people in pickle 
suits are turning the Green Machine's offer 
down, and the machine is hard up. 
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Logging Begins 
In Spotted Owl 
Critical Habitat 

EF! Stumpfrogs to the Rescue! 

On Tuesday, September 3rd, timber boss 
Rob Freres began killing ancient forest in a desig- 
nated critical habitat area for the threatened 
northern spotted owl. The Collafield timber sale 
in the Detroit Ranger District of the Willamette 
1 National Forest was sold last year under the 
auspices of the infamous "Rider from Hell." This 

I pernicious piece of legislation, drafted by wilder- 
ness enemy Mark Hatfield, prohibited citizen 
lawsuits against the Forest Service over timber 
sales taking place in spotted owl habitat. Al- 
though the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals later 
found the rider to be an unconstitutional viola- 
tion of the checks and balances principle, they 
conveniently delayed issuing their decision until 
the rider had nearly expired and the timber sales 
were all done deals. Of course, they didn't think 
it would be right to cancel or void any of these 
| sales. 

; At last report, there are five active owl pairs 
t within two miles of the Collafield units. The legal 
| limit on timber sales' proximity to owl "activity 
| centers" is 1 1/2 miles. Sounds like another case 
of biostitution to me. Interestingly, the 
! biostitute who signed off on Collafield is the 
; same guy who told Friends of Cathedral Forest 
! that they couldn't have a concert near an owl 
1 1 activity area, because it "might disturb" the owls. 
y I guess the owls are so used to chainsaws and 
habitat destruction that they don't get disturbed 
by it anymore. 

On Tuesday, five guys showed up in a 
crummy pickup and began the careful, precise 
task of clearcutting everything in sight. Many 
trees were smashed to splinters in the road, ru- 
ining their usefulness as sawtimber. Stumpfrogs 
visited the site after the fellers had gone, and 
discovered the art of stump painting. Messages 
such as "Stumps Suck," "You Had No Right!" 


"O Pardon Me Thou Bleeding Piece of Earth That 
I am Meek and Gentle With These Butchers," and 
"Rob Freres Murdered Me" graced the cut and 
bleeding ends of cut trees and stumps. Security at 
the site consisted of a piece of white thread strung 
across the road. As they were leaving, the 
stumpfrogs politely tied the string back together 
again, and added a small sign that read "Warning 

— Forest Destruction Ahead! Love and Peace, 
EF!" 

Later that night, some rowdy stumpfrogs 
paid another visit, wired on triple strength coffee. 
They found the string taken down — hmmm. 
They then performed a pagan ritual with men- 
strual blood to call in their allies the road faeries, 
and together they erected rock barricades in the 
road to the site. The faeries later reported that a 
front-end loader had to be brought in the next 
morning to clear the way for the chainsaw-bear- 
ing humans. Score: stumpfrogs, two-hour delay; 
road faeries, six-hour sleep deprivation. 

At this writing, more stumpfrogs are on their 
way to the site of destruction, having heard the 
croaking and ribbiting of their sisters and broth- 
ers summoning them to the battle. The 
stumpfrogs want all of you caring humans to do 
two things: WAKE UP out of your complacency 

— critical habitat areas are NOT protected, are 
NOT enough. We need an IMMEDIATE HALT to 
the cutting of ancient forest NOW, goddammit!! 
AND we need to restore the ecosystem to health 
by establishing protected corridors to connect 
ancient forest core reserves and by revamping 
forest practices everywhere else to try and heal 
the damage already done. 

Second, the stumpfrogs call on you to de- 
fend any native habitat being destroyed in your 
area. Even if there is no hope of stopping them, 
we can still harass the hell out of them, cost them 
money, spread some awareness, and have some 
fun! And most importantly, set the example of 
direct action. A living, standing forest ecosystem 
should take precedence over a signed contract! I 
don't give a shit who signed what, who agreed to 
what, or what the legal technicalities are. Valu- 
able native habitat is being destroyed! 

Fight back! 
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Carmageddon 


By Jason Torrance 

The car is now seen by many people as one 
of the greatest sources of pollution in the western 
world, sizablv adding to the gases which add to 
global warming. The general public however are 
often ignorant to the facts behind today's great 
car economy due to extensive advertising and the 
general level of pervasiveness of the car industry. 

Many environmental groups responding to 
widespread concern about the car and global 
warming are now running car campaigns, mainly 
based on the effect of the car on the human 
environment and calling for a widespread re- 
duction in car use and manufacture. It is in the 
shadow of successful air pollution campaigns 
such as those calling for lead free petrol and 
catalytic converters that campaigns now run. 
Both campaigns are seriously flawed when side 
effects are considered. Hence they inevitably fall 
seriously short of even beginning to tackle the 
danger that the car poses to life on Earth. 

In the general level of apathy and hypocrisy 
of most green campaigns to date the "responsible 
car driver" has emerged. The car industry has 
launched the "green car" which has now 
emerged like the phoenix from the ashes to all 
but the most realistic of people. 

It is under such circumstances that Earth 
First! will launch a BAN THE CAR campaign 
entitled CARMAGEDDON. In the present cli- 
mate when there are currently 19 million cars in 
Britain with a predicted 35 million by the year 
2025, an uncompromising message is clearly 
needed. Take a walk in any city centre or take a 
look at a motorway at rush hour and you' 11 see 
that carmageddon is here now. Whilst greens 
offer a melee of compromises to motorists and 
the industry the car culture will continue to 
expand. 

In today's society the car has become the 
norm and even an icon of wealth and prosperity, 
when in reality it is the most destructive item an 
individual can possess. The world-wide slaughter 


of humans and other species mount to hundreds 
of thousand each year, with both the injury and 
death figures on a scale equivalent to any war. 

The car's effect on the environment doesn't 
stop at direct exhaust pipe pollution but also 
extends to extraction of minerals for production, 
oil use including transportation dangers, and 
disposal of old cars. Just in terms of waste, each 
year 23 million tyres are discarded in the UK 
alone and 28 million gallons of motor oil go 
missing, presumably finding its way into our 
freshwater systems. 

The car makes large demands on natural 
resources all the way through its cycle. Consum- 
ing one third of the world' s dwindling oil, the car 
puts obvious strain on known oil reserves which 
are set to last but 45 years. Ecologically sensitive 
areas such as Antarctica have for a long time been 
prime targets for the oil companies. Many wars 
have been fought over oil including the recent 
Gulf war. The car plays a vital role in the use of 
oil with oil companies taking a key role in the 
road lobby, ensuring that their profits are 
perpetuated. 

The campaign will seek to give active resis- 
tance to the whole car cycle, from production to 
disposal. Carmageddon will highlight what the 
car industry is hiding and what other campaigns 
are not attempting to do. Using civil disobedi- 
ence and other forms of direct action we intend 
to send a strong message of resistance back to the 
car industry. The car culture is everywhere and 
therefore this campaign will be truly grassroots, 
harnessing the growing dissent to the insanity 
that car driving represents. There can be no 
responsible car drivers: when a car is driven it 
pollutes and is inherently unsustainable, end of 
story. 

If we are to tackle the car culture the green 
movement must move away from the scientific 
analytical approach offered by professional envi- 
ronmentalists. We must move to a more emo- 
tional feeling and response orientated grassroots 


movement. People are often disempowered by 
professional attitudes such as those that require 
them to give money so that the "professionals" 
can act. Only an active grassroots movement 
where people are more in touch with there envi- 
ronment will truly tackle today's problems. 

Advertising is a clear example of people's 
detachment from the real world, with never a 
mention of the whole product cycle. The car 
industry has a firm grip on advertising, often 
picking up on social trends to sell more. The 
sheer quantity of advertising that the car indus- 
try carries out ensures the allegiance of the media 
and advertising companies. 

People need only look around themselves to 
see that the car is taking over. In cities around the 
world the car takes up vast amounts of space, in 
London 15% of surface area, Los Angeles a stag- 
gering 67%. Britain is turning into one big 
motorway, complemented by a huge car park. In 
fact the extra traffic forecast in the Government's 
1989 new road building program would require a 
motorway 257 lanes wide from London to 
Edinburgh to carry it. Could London soon join 
Mexico City and start selling oxygen from phone 
boxes? 

There is hope however, with Vienna leading 
the way, having banned cars from its city centre. 
Carmageddon will build on such moves, en- 
couraging groups in other countries to adopt the 
campaign and take future bans further than city 
centres. 

The killing both obvious (such as through 
accidents) and insidious (such as death to plants 
and animals through mining of materials and 
road construction) must stop. Even when viewed 
from a purely human angle, banning the car can 
be nothing but self interest. To combat global 
warming and to jettison the industrial attitudes 
that dominate the world, banning the car must 
be seen as an important milestone. The cold facts 
are that either the car goes, or we and much of the 
biological diversity of the planet will go with us. 

For more information contact: Earth 
First!(UK), 9 Cazenove Rd, London, N16 6PA, tel 
(44) 81 806 1561, fax (44) 81 806 5226. 







How We Got To The Rendezvous 


By Lee 

Well, we were at this one good place I know 
under a bridge by a big turn in the tracks there — 
a nice shady hobo camp, kicking around making 
jokes and reclining and practicing with our 
slingshot, hitting things and generally waiting 
and enjoying ourselves and each other's com- 
pany and nearby were a couple of piggybacks 
which were good to practice for these friendz that 
never hopped before but by and large we got 
impatient after awhile; no trains, so we figured 
we'd kick around somewhere else, go get some 
beer and so we did and got ourselves under a 
wonderful old cottonwood in another place by 
the tracks beating the heat as it were (hot day in 
San Berdoo) and woo woo wouldn't you know it 
goes by a train where we'd just been so we jumped 
up and scrambled our packs on and hustled and 
bustled fast as we could which is not very fast 
with packs on all excited over to where that big 
curve comes around and whamo! what a sight, 
it's a fucking military convoy train, sheesh, I 
think we're feeling a little doubtful about it but 
we figure what the heck, let's get on cuz it's our 
train and it's starting to roll and this is always the 
exciting moment, getting on and woo woo what 
a gas, gawddamn we got on that train and 
jammed our packs under the wheels and stuff, 
grinning at each other, Mary and Ken and I under 
our radar truck or some such and Todd and 
Candice under an ATT or PTA or whatever the 


army calls those things... and all anti-climatic 
like it stopped some few hundred yards on with 
two camouflage army guys running down the 
tracks (one with a big stick) and they say get off 
our stuff (we could say something smart ass like 
it's our stuff too) but we said like sure, nothin' 
personal, we'll get off and they say we don't mind 
you riding on the other (non-military) stuff and 
we say yeah, and woo woo the train starts up and 
damit we didn't have time to scramble off and 
zoom we're on our way and we're yelling yeah, 
yeah, yeah! I knew this part would be fun cuz the 
Cajon Pass is pretty spectacular and I'm not sure 
there's all that many things more invigorating 
that bpating on through those rocks and tunnels 
riding on camouflage machines on a fucking 
freight with friendz their first time. So eventually 
the train did stop somewhere in the desert and we 
obliged the soldiers, finally hopped off, 
scrambled on along and some of those military 
men were standing around in their boxers on the 
caboose (which was in the middle of the train), I 
could see we'd be a sight to see to them — oppo- 
sites, soldiers and hobos, they gave us six-packs of 
cold water, thanx, the human touch and on to 
some grain cars further on back and zoom here 
we go again Barstow bound and rolling — yeah, 
yeah, yeah! and into Barstow that big yard we 
jumped off and over the fence up onto our little 
hill (the perfect place I swear) and yeehaw you 


couldn't ask for a more perfect ride so far no 
hitches, no bulls, a gorgeous Mojave sunset and 
a good time had by all and Candice and Ken hitch 
into town for fruit and beer and supplies and the 
guy told them that those tanks are worth 3 
million apiece about 20 or 30 of them sitting 
there on flatcars away down from our vantage 
point (signs of the times?) around 1 1 or midnight 
our piggyback hot shot pulls in for refueling — 
this is our baby (as hobos are wont to say) and we 
ran down our little hill and over the fence and 
stand and sit around being paranoid till she pulls 
away and zoom! we're on our way east very fast 
and just one of the things I'm noticing and 
secretly giggling about before knocking off is my 
compatriots all sitting there, Hobo Queens and 
Kings eating up all that power and the fast desert 
air which is just the way I was when I first hopped 
and still secretly am — Yeah, yeah, yeah, woo, 
woo, woo we're on our way to the rendezvous!!! 

HOBOS: Have fun. Remember: ear plugs, eye 
protection, water, gloves, cardboard, graffiti, 
scarf, wind &water proofing, smokes or candy for 
other Bos. 

P.S. think about the quick stops and catch- 
ing your clothes & stuff while running along. The 
East is supposedly full of tough Bulls. Careful. 
Skip Chicago. 



When I Hear That Ole Train Whistle A Blowin' 


By Lee 

You know, it's a funny thing most usually 
when the subject of hoboing comes up which is 
a hobby of mine and I generally like to spread the 
word around, someone invariably says, "Gawd, 
didn't that go out in the '30s and whammo, 
aren't there big sucks out there that wanna take 
your head off?" Well, I might say hmmmmm . . .to 
the first part and I know where they got that 
second stereotype: from Yul Brenner or some 
such as the Bull in "King of the North" with Paul 
Newman as the King Hobo and all that 
..."Sheesh" is what I say. Don't make a mistake, 
the Bulls (railroad police) were bad then — I've 
read of attempted murder on the rails and I know 
a fellow who spent some time on a chain gang in 
Georgia in the '40s for hopping freights... but 
ridin' the rails in the '80s in the coolest thing, 
highly recommend it! Now just watch, the first 
time you hop you'll get killed and you'll think 
what idiot advice this is but here's whatz up with 
this boy: I've never gone to jail or received a ticket 
in 15 or 20 encounters with bulls and in 10 or a 
dozen thousand miles have had the gas of a 
lifetime. Ridin' the rails is one of the more con- 
sistently adventurous things one can do, it's one 
of those truly American things like having sex in 
cars of Jazz, etc. and it's scenic and free, free, free! 
Hey, here's something Jack Kerouac says about 
thumbing: "one of the biggest troubles hitch- 
hiking is having to talk to innumerable people, 
make them feel that they didn't make a mistake 
picking you up, even entertain them almost, all 
of which is a great strain when you're going all 
the way and don't plan to sleep in hotels." So, I 
can see you're convinced about the wisdom of 
the rails, O.K., here's whatz up, how to do it: First, 
try and get some maps of how the freight lines 
work and what companies (Southern Pacific, 


Burlington Northern, Santa Fe, etc.) go where but 
if you can't don't worry about it, it's pretty 
obvious — freights go through all the cities and 
gobs of smaller towns and gobs of wilderness 
areas. Second: go down to it. Say, "Hey, where's 
the best place to catch a northbound, eastbound, 
southbound, or westbound to so and so and 
when's the next one?" Inquire about "hot shots" 
and catch them if you can cuz they're the fastest. 
The secret is ask, ask, and ask around and don't be 
blown if you get bum info and miss a train or 
whatever. There's a thousand little things you 
pick up with experience that helpz a lot and after 
storming around some yards you'll get the hang 
of it. Night time is best for avoiding the Bull, day 
time is alright, stay low and if the Bull stops you — 
be straight and friendly, show your ID. Often as 
not she or he will be friendly, maybe even help- 
ful, in any case they will usually say something 
vague like, "did you know riding trains is illegal? 
and I'd like to not see you again." Translation: 
hang low and hide a bit better. About getting on: 
it's preferable to get on before the train moves out 
but as often as not you'll have to catch it "on the 
fly," which is pretty slow if you're carrying a pack. 
Box cars are dam difficult and dangerous to catch 
on the move, grain cars, piggybacks, gondolas are 
much easier cuz of the ladders that are just a big 
step from the ground. Look way ahead, make sure 
you won't stumble on anything while running 
alongside, concentrate, match your speed, fo- 
cus — this is part of the zen of hopping — that 
moment and boom, you're on, there's a tech- 
nique to it, be careful — safety first! as they say. 
Well... there's a lot to know I guess but it's also 
just an intuitive fun activity that gets you 
around, know what I mean jellybean? So, here's 
some safety shit to know: When you move 


around always hang on and don't hang out too 
close to the doors of boxcars — trains jerk a lot. 
For that same reason always jam a spike or a piece 
of wood in the sliding track so the door won't 
slam shut. Never ever stand in between the cars, 
one can become moosh real quick. Always look 
both ways before crossing tracks, in yards espe- 
cially as single cars can be moving around 
sometimes very silently. When possible sleep 
sideways near a front wall or with your feet 
towards the front of the train incase of a derail- 
ment (they're fairly rare) which causes the whole 
fucking thing to come screeching to a halt in 
which case you're still going 50 mph...eek! Keep 
your head and have a gas and a half and I don't 
want to hear it if you get smooshed cuz I'm not 
advising you to go out and do illegal dangerous 
things, blah, blah, blah... Fun stuff! At railroad 
crossings be sure and wave to all the people going 
by (actually you're going by, they're sitting still.) 
Hang-out and talk with hobos and farm laborers, 
there's some good people there/also a few bad 
eggs I suppose. When there's nasty weather, or 
going to be, try and catch a ride in a locomotive 
or caboose, ask the engineer or caboose people 
first. I swear your first ride on "the power" 
(locomotives) will be a ride to remember! freights 
can be fast but often slow too, patienc?ls the 
name of the game, more than likely on any given 
trip you'll do a day or two of just waiting around 
in yards so bring some good books and relax — 
there's one cornin' around the bend with your 
name on it. Women might want to take an old 
pee can, peeing ain't easy on a jiggling train. 
Make sure you've got some peanut butter and 
banana sandwiches and plenty of water and a 
warm sleeping bag and Gawd damn leave the 
driving to them! 
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Congress Shall Make No Law... 

From Declarations of Independence By Howard Zinn 

"Our right to free expression is not determined by the words of the Constitution or the decisions of the Supreme Court, but by who has the power in the immediate 
situation where we want to exercise our rights." — Howard Zinn 

1791 Adoption of the Bill of Rights with Freedom of Speech and Freedom of the Press as the First Amendment. 

1798-Congress passes the Sedition Act, making malicious writings against the government a crime. 

1833-Supreme Court rules that the Bill of Rights only applies to the federal government; states can ignore it. 

1894-Supreme Court rules that local gov't officials could prohibit or restrict speech in public places. 

191 7-Congress passes the Espionage Act, interpreted by courts to include as espionage any criticism of US involvement in WWI. Charles Schenck jailed 
for distributing a'nti-draft leaflets. This created the "falsely shouting fire in a crowded theatre," analogy which has since been used to quell speech 
which causes people to act. « . »» 



/frKwf ToDAy in 
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1925-Supreme Court reverses previous decisions and decides the 14th amendment prevents states from making laws which violate the Bill of Rights. 
1940- Smith Act extends the provisions of the Espionage Act to peacetime, making it a crime to advocate the overthrow of the government. Socialist 
Workers and Communist party members raided and arrested. 

1947-National Security Council and CIA established 

1949- Supreme Court upholds the arrest of Irving Feiner for "incitement to riot" with his anti-Truman speech but uses the First Amendment to dismiss 
the arrest of Father Terminiello, an anti-Semitic preacher arrested for the same reason. The 

First Amendment does not apply equally to all speech. r 

1950- Congress passes Emergency Detention Act for the arrest of people on the FBI Security Index 
1959-Supreme Court exempts debates from the "fairness doctrine," allowing the exclusion of 

minority parties from presidential debates. SC refuses to hear the Socialist Party's appeal. 

1967-Supreme Court refuses to hear an appeal of a Mississippi SC decision to convict Charles 
MacLaurin, a civil rights activist, of disturbing the peace with anti-segregation speeches. 

1969-Chicago Police kill Black Panther Fred Hampton in a raid based on information given to 
the FBI by Hampton's personal body- guard, who was an infiltrator. 

1969-J. Edgar Hoover instructs the FBI to target underground newspapers. Offices are ransacked, 
landlords and advertisers "encouraged" not to do business with them, staffs are infiltrated. 

1969-Supreme Court rules that speech may be restricted by "time, place and manner." 

1971- Emergency Detention Act repealed, but FBI maintains its Index. 

1972- Supreme Court bans anti-war protests from shopping malls (don't want to upset those 
happy consumers) 

1972- US Appeals Courts rules that the First Amendment does not protect the jobs of employees 
fired for speaking out 

1973- Supreme Court allows CBS to refuse paid ads by groups they don't like, limiting unpopular 
voices' access to mass media 

1974- Supreme Court allows prison security guards to censor inmates' mail 
1974-Supreme Court allows the CIA to censor The CIA and the Cult of Intelligence,, a book by two| 

former agents 

1 977-Boston Globe interviews CIA official Ray Cline about the agency's violations of the right to| 
free speech. Cline's response: "It's only an amendment." 

1977- Supreme Court decides the First Amendment protects corporations' right to spend money V 
to influence public referenda 

1978- CIA sues former agent Frank Snepp for publishing Decent Interval without submitting it for 
censorship. Court awards all royalties from the book to the US government. 

1980-Supreme Court rules that all written material on a military base may be censored by the 
officers 

1983-Dispatch from FBI office released: "It is imperative at this time to formulate some plan of 
action against... individuals who defiantly display their contempt for the US government 
by making speeches and propagandizing their cause." _ 

1986-PLO observer for the UN, Zudhi Terzi, and Columbian journalist, Patricia Lara, are 
prohibited from coming to the US to make speeches 

1988-Supreme Court allows high school principals to censor school newspapers 

1988 -mA Today (of all papers!) discloses that the FBI was asking librarians to report the reading habits of "suspicious" people 
1991-Supreme Court rules that institutions receiving federal funds are subject to censorship (gag rule) 
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Developers 
SLAPPe d Back! 

The second decision protecting environ- 
mental and community groups from SLAPP 
(Strategic Lawsuits Against Public Participation) 
suits was handed down by Justice Diane Lebedeff 
of the New York State Supreme Court on June 24. 
Not only did Justice Lebedeff dismiss the suit 
against the community group, she imposed a fine 
on the developer. 

The New York City developers sued a 
neighborhood group which opposed licensing of 
a new night club. Although the club was licensed, 
the size of the dance floor was reduced. The 
developers claimed economic damages and sued 
for $4.25 million. Instead, Entertainment Part- 
ners will have to pay West 79th Street Block 
Association's legal fees and damages. The group is 
asking for $30,000 but an amount has not been 
decided yet. 

Justice Lebedeff made the decision with 
environmental groups in mind. She wrote, "To 
permit the instant lawsuit to stand would set a 
dangerous precedent not only in the area of 
constitutional rights but also in the area of en- 
vironmental protection. A developer or business 
owner cannot be permitted to use the courts to 
stifle legitimate activity by community groups, 
which generally have limited economic re- 
sources to use in their defense...." 

The first decision against a SLAPP suit was 
handed down in April by Justice Nicholas 
Coffinas in Westchester County. Justice Coffinas 
dismissed a suit challenging the tax-exempt sta- 
tus of a community group that protested plans 
for a 36-acre subdivision. 

Hopefully, more judges will see SLAPP suits 
for what they are — a threat to freedom of speech, 
and will continue to decide against the corpora- 
tions that raise them. 



The Terrifying Counter-Terrorism Act 


From Peacenet Alerts 

A recent administration proposal could es- 
tablish a special court to conduct secret trials to 
deport persons in the US who have been con- 
victed or evSi charged with any crime. Under 
this authority the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service (INS) could deport any foreign na- 
tional whom the government asserts is a terrorist, 
which in the administration's view includes po- 
litical supporters of any organization it deems 
terrorist. 

The Counter-Terrorism Act of 1991, S.266 
was introduced by Senators Biden and 
DiConcini. The Bush administration has submit- 
ted a proposal to deport foreign nationals, whom 
the government asserts have engaged in "ter- 
rorism" from the US. An identical version is 
included in the "Terrorism Death Penalty Act of 
1991," introduced by Senator Thurmond. S.265 
is now a part of the "Counter-Terrorism Act of 
1991" of Senators Biden and DiConcini (S.266), 
and presently is pending in the Senate Judiciary 
Committee. 

The charge of terrorism may be based on 
"secret evidence," which may consist of nothing 
more than allegations from the government of 
the person's native country in an effort to secure 
deportation back to the country from which she 
or he may have fled. Also disturbing is the 
government's sweeping interpretation of the 
word "terrorism." To the INS "terrorist activity" 
includes fund raising or recruiting members for 
any organization or government body that has 
engaged in unlawful violent activity as defined 
by their own country. 

These bills target not only foreign nationals, 
but American citizens too. The Biden Bill is 
aimed at citizens who would lend material sup- 


port for groups such as the FMLN, the leftist 
rebels of El Salvador; the African National Con- 
gress in South Africa; or "domestic terrorists" 
such as Earth First! ; ACT-UP, the Aids Coalition 
To Unleash Power ; or the Sanctuary Movement. 
It would make such support a crime punishable 
by up to ten years in prison. 

As citizens or immigrants alike, we should 
oppose this legislation from the point of view of 
basic human rights. These bills are being debated 
now in the Senate and next in the House of 
Representatives, Contact your Congressperson 
or Senator. Ask all key Senators to defeat Bills 
S.265 and S. 266. Demand the complete removal 
of Title VII from the "Crime Control Act of 1991" 
as it promotes a police state on the pretense of 
dealing with terrorism . Write to the media about 
this attack on the Bill of Rights. 

For more information call: 

Committee for Justice (213) 413-2935 
Center for Constitutional Rights (202) 675-2319 
House of Representative (202) 224-2135 



Chesapeake Ecosystem Still Under Siege 


By Ron Huber 
Oysters Almost Gone 

Chesapeake Bay's oysters were once so 
bountiful that the waters of the Bay stayed clear 
through the action of billions of these filter 
feeders, so numerous that coastal Algonquin 
tribes never needed fear starvation in the centu- 
ries before European invaders brought about 
their near total destruction. Now, these impor- 
tant bivalves appear to be fated soon to disappear 
from the Chesapeake Bay. 

According to the Chesapeake Bay Founda- 
tion, the Bay's oyster population is now 1% of its 
size two centuries ago, a figure disputed by the 
MD Dept, of Natural Resources, which claims the 
population has shrunk by 'only' 50%. The oys- 
ters are under chemical, biological and mechani- 
cal attack. People who work on the water blame 
the torrential outpouring of toxic spew from 
barely regulated industries in Baltimore. That, 
many believe, along with the runoff of chemi- 
cally treated lawns and farm fields as well as 
sundry smaller sources is weakening reproduc- 
tive and other organs in oysters (as well as other 
aquatic organisms) lowering their resistance to 
disease and shrinking the number of fertile 
oyster eggs. 

Two parasites, Dermo and MSX, have deci- 
mated oysters in the saltier southern half of the 
Bay, and, from the north, Zebra mussels, im- 
ported from the Baltic Sea in the ballast water of 
freighters, are expected shortly to be transported 
from the Erie Canal to the headwaters of the 
Susquehanna River on the feet of migrating 
ducks and geese. Biologists fear that in the 
absence of natural predators, the fingernail-sized 
invaders will cover oysters of the less-salty north- 
ern half of the Bavin suffocating layer upon layer 
of mussels until the oysters perish from starva- 
tion. Razor, hard-shelled, and soft-shelled clams 
are also expected to be ravaged by the zebra 
mussels. Like the gypsy moth, zebra mussels are 
not going to go away, regardless of human 
machinations. We may have to accept the pass- 
ing of an ecosystem and learn to live with a new 
one. 

The Virginia government is okaying dredg- 
ing of oyster preserves-places where heretofore 
no harvest has been allowed, except to supply 
'seed oysters' for transplant to depleted oyster 
bars. This shortsighted practice is being allowed 
to provide (what else?) jobs. 

Developer Frenzy 

The debacle of last winter's Maryland Gen- 
eral Assembly has begun yielding its evil fruit: a 
surge of destruction is striking the undefended 
forests of the coastal plain. Bulldozers are about 
to begin gutting, among other sites, the two 
thousand acre South River Forest on behalf of 
EXXON's wholly owned subsidiary 
"Friendswood Development Corp." Home to 
countless birds, headwaters of two spawning 
streams, filled with all orders of life from unicel- 
lular to mammalian, molds and fungi to oaks 
and club mosses, the South River Forest is falling 
prey to EXXON's ambitions to drill for petro- 
leum and natural gas in and around the Chesa- 
peake Bay. By establishing an economic foot- 
hold in Maryland, EXXON apparently hopes to 
gain lobbyist leverage sufficient to tweak the 
state's spineless legislators into okaying "explor- 
atory" drilling off the mouth of the Chesapeake. 
Because it was in the planning stage before the 
wimpy reforestation law was passed last winter, 
EXXON will not need to replace the shattered 
forest. If you want to join in a last ditch defense 
of the South River Forest, give Joe Lane a call at 
(301) 779-1740. 

Fort Meade Follies 

Despite clear public sentiment to the con- 
trary, Anne Arundel County executive Robert 
Neall is trying to drum up political support for a 
scheme to develop sensitive acreage at Fort 
Meade. Claiming that building a business com- 
plex on 470 acres of land, including part of the 
Little Patuxent River would defray the expenses 
of converting and operating nearby Tipton 


Army Airfield as a general aviation airfield, Neall 
sent a secret letter to Senator Barbara Mikulski 
asking her to delay introducing a bill that would 
turn over the land in question to the Fish & 
Wildlife Service. She has done so. Local congress- 
man Tom McMillen, never one to make a stand if 
at all possible, is straddling the fence, saying he 
supports turning the forested land over to the 
USF&W, but also believes Neall should have a 
chance to promote his scheme. It appears that 
Neall is just pimping for his 'developer constitu- 
ency.' 



Local planners and activists are outraged. 
Never, they say, was there any interest among the 
panel of citizens and politicians that organized 
the disposition of Fort Meade forests in convert- 
ing Tipton airfield to a general aviation airfield. 
They are dead set against ANY development in 
Fort Meade. Let your voice join theirs. Call 
Senator Mikulski's office at (202) 224-3121, and 
Rep. McMillen's office at (202) 225-3121. Tell the 
Senator to stop delaying the introduction of her 
bill to protect ALL of Fort Meade's released forests 
and wetlands, Tell McMillen to stop being so 
gutless and put the people's and ecosystem's 
needs before his own personal interests. Don't 
delay! 

The Bay Is Sinking! The Bay Is Sinking! 

Such an incredibly large amount of silt erod- 
ing from farms, construction, roadbuilding and 
shorelines has entered the Chesapeake that the 
very Bay itself is sinking! According to a joint 
study by researchers from the University of Mary- 
land and the Horn Point biological laboratory, 
the approximately 8.8 billion tons of silt that 
have entered the Bay over the last century are 
causing a geological phenomenon called 
'downwarping.' 

Under this tremendous additional weight, 
the floor of the Bay is sinking, dragging the shore 
down with it. This then allows for more shoreline 
erosion, causing heavier deposits of silt, causing 
the Bay floor to sink further, causing more ero- 
sion. . . 

One victim of downwarping appears to be 
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, whose 
marshes are rapidly being replaced with open 
water. 



Toxic Crabs 

The big polluters of Baltimore Harbor have 
been using a lawsuit to hold off Maryland's new 
water pollution control law. The suit began on 
Earth Day 1990 and is still going strong. This is 
allowing them to keep dumping hazardous levels 
of lead, cadmium, arsenic and other toxins into 
the water. Crabs are bioaccumulating this stuff, 
and the MD Dept, of the Environment refuses to 
issue a public warning. Activists, boaters, chem- 
ists and biologists are needed for an unusual 
campaign to bring accountability to these pollut- 
ing scum. Call Ron Huber at (301) 855-4241 and 
leave a message to get involved. 



Zebra mussels 



Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in 
neat little columns? Feel like your bioregion doesn't get 
enough editorial attention? Don't despair. Just send 
us enough material to fill up the center section of the 
journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as you 
desire. You will be completely responsible for anything 
you print on your pages. Lay it out if you want to, or 
take advantage of whatever expertise we may be able to 
offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes 
around, unless another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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The Abstract Wild 

By Jack Turner 


The Abstract Wild originally appeared in Wit- 
ness in an edition devoted to new nature writing. 
That volume o/Witness will be published in book 
form this winter by Texas A&M Press. 


The tigers of wrath are wiser than the horses of instruction 
— William Blake, The Prophetic Books 


The mountains have many moods. Even under 
clear summer skies I require my clients to pack warm 
clothing, to be prepared for the worst. I am a mountain 
climbing guide, and like all mountain climbing guides 
I am a skeptic about mountain weather. We abide by 
a local adage: only fools and newcomers predict the 
weather in the Tetons. If someone does not have the 
right equipment — a hat or a pair of warm pants — 1 
send them to Orville's, a nearby Army surplus store 
that sells cheap wool clothing. Once, however, I sent 
a client to Orville's for pants and he came back without 
them, although he did not reveal this until later, after 
the climb was well underway. Since he was ill-prepared 
for our venture I was annoyed, and said so. He replied 
that the only pants available at Orville's were old 
German army pants; he would not wear them. 

My client was a Jew. He offered no further ex- 
planation, no list of principles; he expressed no hate. 
The decision was visceral, as private as the touch of 
fabric and skin. 

His action suggests a code: if justice is impossible, 
honor the loss with acts of remembrance, acts that 
count for little in the world, but which, if sustained, 
might count for oneself, might shore up a portion of 
integrity. Refuse to forgive, cherish your anger, remind 
others. His code was old-fashioned, almost Biblical. A 
less impassioned attitude, indeed, an almost indiffer- 
ent one, was expressed by then Vice-President Bush 
when he visited Auschwitz in September, 1987: "Boy, 
they sure were big on crematoriums, weren't they?" 

1 understood my client. His conviction opposes 
our tendency to tolerate everything, to accept, to 
forget, to forgive, to get on with life, to be realistic, to 
get over our losses. We accept living with nuclear 
weapons, toxic wastes, oil spills, rape, murder, starva- 
tion, smog, racism, teenage suicide, torture, moun- 
tains of garbage, genocide, dams, dead lakes, and the 
daily loss of species. Most of the time we don't even 
think about it. 

I, too, abhor this tolerance for anything and every- 
thing. My client's refusal stems from the Holocaust; 
mine started with the damming of the Glen Canyon of 
the Colorado River and its tributaries, especially the 
Escalante River, and specifically Davis Gulch, which I 
visited twice in 1963 just before it was drowned by the 
waters of Lake Powell. Visitors now houseboat and 
water-ski hundreds of feet above places where 1 first 
experienced wilderness. It broke my heart then; I am 
still angry about it now. I am angry that Wallace 
Stegner and the late Edward Abbey would boat around 
Lake Powell as guests of universities and the US gov- 
ernment, I am angry with those who vacation on 
houseboats there, I am angry with friends who kayak 
and skin-dive its waters. I make a point of being nasty 
about it. 

Some find it obscene to mention the loss of six 
million people and the loss of one ecosystem in the 
same breath. I am not ignorant of the difference in 
magnitude, but I refuse to recognize a difference in 
causation. In the September 11, 1989 High Country News, 
there is a picture of eleven severed mountain lion 
heads stacked in a pyramid at the base of a cottonwood 
tree. You can see the details of their faces; they are 
individuals. The association with death camps is 
involuntary. These are only eleven of the 250,000 wild 
predators killed by the U.S. government in 1987. No 
one raised a voice to the Animal Damage Control 
division of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. No one 
got angry. These deaths, the destruction of the rain 
forest, and the death of 2 million Cambodians have a 
common source, a source that deserves our rage, but a 
source that we do not yet comprehend. 

It is now often said (ever since Wendell Berry 
stated it so clearly and forcefully) that our ecological 
crisis is a crisis of character, not a political or social 
crisis. This said, we falter, for it remains unclear what, 
exactly, is the crisis of modem character; and since 
character is partly determined by culture, what, exactly, 
is the crisis of modem culture. Answers to these 
questions are not to be found in the writings of 
Thoreau, or Muir, or ecologists ("deep" or otherwise). 
Answers, always controversial, are found in the study 
of the Holocaust, the study of "primitive" peoples 
untouched by our madness, and in the study of the 
self. 


Although the ecological crisis appears new (be- 
cause it is now "news") it is not new; only the scale and 
the fonn are new. We lost the wild bit by bit for 10,000 
years and forgave each loss and then forgot. Now we 
face the final loss. Although no other crisis in human 
history can match it, our commentary is strangely 
muted and sad, as though catastrophe was happening 
to us, not caused by us. Even the most knowledgeable 
and enlightened continue to eat food soaked in 
chemicals (herbicides, pesticides and hormones), wear 
plastic clothes (our beloved polypropylene), buy 
Japanese (despite their annual slaughter of dolphins), 
and vote Republican — all the while blathering on in 
abstract language about our ecological crisis. This is 
denial, and behind denial is a rage, the most common 
emotion of my generation; but it is suppressed, and we 
remain silent in the face of evil. 

Why is this rage a silent rage, a quiet impotent 
protest that doesn't extend beyond the confines of our 
private world? Why don’t people speak out, why don't 
they do something? The courage and resistance shown 
by the Navajos at Big Mountain, by Polish workers, by 
Blacks in South Africa, and, most extraordinarily, by 
Chinese students in Tiananmen Square render much 
of the environmental protest in America shallow and 
ineffective. With the exception of a few members of 
Earth First!, Sea Shepherd, and Greenpeace, we are a 
nation of environmental cowards. Why? 



Effective protest is grounded in anger, and we are 
not (consciously) angry. Anger nourishes hope and 
and fuels rebellion; it presumes a judgment, presumes 
how things ought to be and aren't, presumes a care 
Emotion is still the best evidence of belief and value. 

Our most recent conceit is that certain places and 
animals and forests are "sacred." We have forgotten 
that sacred is a social word and that "sacred for me" is 
as irrelevant as "legal for me." We ignore that our 
culture is as sacred as any other because we do not 
distinguish between formal and popular religion. If it 
is true that our national parks are sacred, it is also true 
that Disneyland is sacred, and that the location of 
President Kennedy's assassination is sacred. But these 
pilgrimage sites are sacred because of the function of 
entertainment and tourism in our culture. In a com- 
mercial culture the sacred will have a commercial base. 

We have forgotten the relation between violence 
and the sacred, forgotten that the wars in Ireland, 
Palestine, and Kashmir are, in part, about sacred land 
(and, in part, as Joseph Campbell points out, about 
mistaking a piece of real estate for the "Kingdom of 
God"). If you go to Mecca and blaspheme the Black 
Stone, the believers will feed you to the midges, piece 
by piece. Go to Yellowstone and destroy grizzlies and 
grizzly habitat and the believers will dress up in bear 
costumes, sing songs, and sign petitions. This is 
charming, but it is not rage, and it suggests no sense of 
blasphemy. The sacred must be more than personal 
preference. 

It would be helpful to acknowledge that we fear 
our rage for two reasons: it might lead us to do 
something illegal, thus threatening our freedoms; and 
it might lead us to violence. This fear is justified. Any 
form of resistance to public or private authority that is 


effective (e.g., spiking trees) must of necessity become a 
felony. Historically, continued effective disobedience 
has to be met with violence. At Amritsar, India, in 
1919, the British slaughtered 379 non-violent demon- 
strators in cold blood and wounded more than 1,000. 
In 1930 they murdered 70 more at Peshawar. The non- 
violent demonstrators in Norway who successfully 
resisted German attempts to teach Nazi ideology in 
Norwegian schools were sent to concentration camps. 
Remember Kent State? 

Violence breeds violence. In the October 1967 
demonstrations at the Pentagon, protesters were non- 
violent until U.S. Marshals began dragging women by 
their hair and beating them in the groin with clubs. 
Only then did the demonstrators riot. The cant of 
messianic humanism conceals our culture’s highest 
command: thou shalt not defy authority. To effec- 
tively protest the destruction of the earth we will have 
to face these facts, surmount these fears. 

A sacred rage does often surmount these fears. The 
belief, emotion, and action of the little Christian lady 
arrested for protesting abortion can reasonably be 
connected to the sacred. So can the non-violent 
protest of a Buddhist peace activist. So can the terrorist 
activities of a Moslem fanatic. Whether we like or 
dislike these acts, think them good or bad, or right or 
wrong, is irrelevant to their being sacred. They are 
sacred because of their origin. For the believer, the 
sacred is the source of belief, emotion, and action, what 
is good and what is right; it determines life and is im- 
mune to merely secular legal and ethical judgements. 
This is vital religion, lived belief. Old forests will be 
sacred, and their destruction blasphemous, when we 
demonstrate that our rage is immune to secular judg- 
ment. The hard question is this: do we want an 
environmental religion? Do we want nature to be 
sacred? I am inclined to agree with Dogen Zenji: 
"Clearly nothing is sacred — hard as iron." 

Effective protests are grounded in a refusal to 
accept what is normal. We accept a diminished world 
as normal; we accept a diminished way of life as 
normal; we accept diminished human beings as nor- 
mal. What was once considered pathological becomes 
statistically common and eventually “normal" — a move 
that veils a move toward abstraction. Decayed teeth 
are statistically common, just like smog and environ- 
mentally-caused cancers. That a statistically-common 
decayed tooth is also an abnormal tooth, a pathological 
tooth, a diminished tooth, a painful, horrible, mind- 
bending tooth, is a fact we ignore. U ntil it is our tooth . 
At present most of us do not experience the loss of the 
wild like we experience a toothache. That is the 
problem. The "normal" wilderness most people know 
is a charade of areas, zones, and management plans 
which is driving the real wild into oblivion, but we 
deny this, accepting the semblance instead of de- 
manding the real. This too is normal. The real loss is 
not experienced. 

Effective protests are grounded in a coherent vision 
of an alternative; we have no coherent vision of an 
alternative to our present maladies. Deep Ecology does 
not, as yet, offer a coherent vision. Our main resources 
for Deep Ecology, the books by Sessions, Devall, and La 
Chapelle, are hodgepodges of lists, principles, decla- 
rations, quotations, clippings from every conceivable 
tradition, and tidbits of New Age kitsch. The authors 
do not clearly say what they mean; they do not 
forcefully argue for what they believe; they do not 
create anything new. That some are professional 
philosophers is all the more confounding. Presented 
as revolutionary tracts aimed at subverting Western 
Civilization, these works embarrass us with their in- 
tellectual timidity and flaccid prose. Compare them 
with other revolutionary works — Leviathan, the Social 
Contract, the Communist Manifesto — or even the work 
of contemporary European thinkers such as Foucault 
or Habermas and we glimpse the depth of our muddle. 

Deep Ecology is suspicious. It lacks passion, an 
absence that is acutely disturbing given the current 
state of affairs. A reading of Marx’s theses on Feuerbach 
is in order, especially the 11th: "Philosophers have 
only interpreted the world in various ways; the point, 
however, is to change it." If we do not change the 
world soon. Deep Ecology will become an obtuse form 
of necrophilia. 

Apathy, complacency, docility and cowardice are 
not new; they were, for instance, major subjects of 
both Walden and "Resistance to Civil Government." 
(It is always helpful to recall that for most of their lives 
Thoreau and Muirwere considered maladj usted failures, 
even by those that knew and loved them.) But for the 
present let it be, at best, controversial, and at worse 
improper, to have strong moral feelings about the 
treatment of animals, plants, and places — an emo- 
tional mistake — like being in love with the number 2. 
Let the case for the destruction of the earth rest — we are 
smothered with facts; they are both depressing and 
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endless. What is shocking is that we are all "good 
Germans. " That is our problem, and a problem we can 
attempt, at least, to solve. 

The social reasons for our apathy are numerous: 
religious traditions (Christian and Buddhist) that 
glorify acceptance and condemn emotion (particularly 
anger) and judgment; a political ideology that extols 
relativism, pluralism, tolerance, and pragmatism in 
internal affairs (although not in external affairs — until 
recently it was all right to hate the "Commies" and be 
enraged at their "evil”); the inertia of any social 
structure; a claustrophobic conformity behind a mask 
of individualism; and a love of expediency that is 
short-sighted and self-serving. The most readily ac- 
cepted social criticism in our society is cloaked in 
humor — the political cartoons of Gary Trudeau and 
Gary Larson, for example. Ordinary people don't talk 
of normal and abnormal. We no longer talk of good 
and evil; we talk about what we like and dislike, as if 
discussing ice cream. To defend our likes and dislikes 
we quote opinion polls and surveys that track the 
gentle undulations of the tme, the good, and the 
beautiful. 

There are also private reasons for apathy and 
indifference. As Marcuse noted 25 years ago: "The 
intellectual and emotional refusal 'to go along' appears 
neurotic and impotent. " Even as citizens of the alleged 
high-point of Western Civilization, we are ridiculed 
for equating public pathology and personal tragedy. 
Criticize the greed of the rich and you are envious; 
become enraged at the killing of 100,000 dolphins 
every year and you are infantile; protest the FBI's ha- 
rassment of dissident organizations and you have a 
problem with authority; condemn the state for exposing 
citizens to radiation from nuclear-arms testing and 
you are unpatriotic. The reduction of social criticism to 
social defect is incessant in our culture and has the 
crippling effect of diminishing our outrage and numb- 
ing our moral imagination. Convinced that it is really 
our problem, we fail to be astonished by evil; living 
nightmares no longer awaken us. We are put down, so 
we shut up, abandoning the prospect of autonomy, 
self-respect, and integrity. 

Signing more petitions, giving money, or joining 
another environmental organization helps some, but 
it is too abstract to help us and owrproblem. These means 
are too far from the end, the intention unachieved. 
Indeed, our apathy and cowardice stem, in part from 
this: these abstractions never work; they never achieve 
for us a sense of power and fulfillment; they correct 
neither the cause nor the effect. We end up feeling 
helpless, and since it is human nature to want to avoid 
feeling helpless, we become dissociated, cynical, and 
depressed. Better to live in the presence of the wild — 
feel it, smell it, see it — and do some small thing that is 
real and succeeds — like Gary Nabhan's preservation of 
wild seeds, or Doug Peacock's study of grizzlies. 
Thoreau’s "In Wildness is the Preservation of the 
World” is exact truth. We know that in the end moral 
efficacy will manifest knowledge and love — our inti- 
macies. We no longer know or love the wild. So we no 
longer value it. Instead, we accept substitutes, imita- 
tions, semblances, and fakes — the diminished wild. 
We accept abstract information in place of personal 
experience and communication. This removes us 
from the true wild and severs our recognition of its 
value. Most people don't even miss it. Most people 
literally do riot know what we are talking about. 

In 1928, Walter Benjamin sadly remarked, "The 
earliest customs of peoples seem to send us a warning 
that in accepting what we receive so abundantly from 
nature we should guard against a gesture of avarice. For 
we are able to make Mother Earth no gift of our own." 
Now a gift is possible: knowledge, passion, courage, 
and a long list of heresies (often called felonies). We 
must become so intimate with wild animals, with 
plants and places, that we answer to their destruction 
from the gut. Like when we discover the landlady 
strangling our cat. 

If anything is endangered in America it is our 
experience of wild nature — gross contact. There is 
knowledge only the wild can give us, knowledge spe- 
cific to it, knowledge specific to the experience of it. 
These are its gifts to us. In this, wilderness is no 
different from music, painting, poetry, or love: con- 
cede the abundance, respond with grace. The problem 
is that we no longer know what these gifts are. In our 
noble effort to go beyond anthropocentric defenses of 
nature, to emphasize its intrinsic value and right to 
exist independently of us, we forget the reciprocity 
between the wild in nature and the wild in us, between 
knowledge of the wild and knowledge of the self that 
was central to all primitive cultures. 

Once the meaning of the wild is forgotten, because 
the relevant experience is lost, we abuse the word, 
literally, mis-use it. The savagery and brutality of gang 
rape is now called "wilding," and in New Age retreats 
men search for a "wild man within." It is doubtful 
these people have been in a wilderness. They don't 
know what wild means. They don't "know," that is, in 
the sense of having experienced it, though they may 
"know" it abstractly. (Bertrand Russell put the differ- 
ence nicely: knowledge by acquaintance and knowl- 
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edge by description.) 

Why do we associate the savage, the brutal, and 
the wild? The savagery of nature fades to nothing 
compared to the savagery of human agency. The most 
civilized nations on the planet killed 60 to 70 million 
of each other's citizens in the 30-year span from the 
beginning of World War I to the end of World War II. 
Dante, Shakespeare, Goethe, Kant, Rousseau, Dogen, 
Mill, Beethoven, Bach, Mozart, Manet, Basho, Van 
Gogh, and Hokusai didn't make any difference. The 
rule of law, human rights, democracy, the sovereignty 
of nations, liberal education, tradition, scientific 
method, and the presence of an Emperor God didn't 
make any difference. Protestantism, Catholicism, Greek 
and Russian Orthodoxy, Buddhism, Shintoism, and 
Islam didn't make any difference. How can we, at this 
time in history, think of a bear or a wolf as savage? 
Why laugh at the idea of the noble savage when we 
have discovered no “savage" as savage as civilized 
man? 

Why equate the wild only with the masculine, as 
though the feminine were not also wild? The wild is 
neither and both. The easiest way to experience a bit 
of what the wild was like is to go into a great forest at 
night alone. Sit quietly for awhile. Something very old 
will return. It is well described by Ortega y Gasset in 
Meditations on Hunting: "The hunter needs to prepare 
an attention which does not consist in riveting itself 
on the presumed but consists precisely in not assum- 
ing anything and in avoiding inattentiveness. It is a 
'universal' attention, which does not inscribe itself on 
any point and tries to be on all points." This is very 
dose to a description of certain meditation techniques, 
especially "shikantaza," a practice of the Soto sect of 
Zen. It is not an accident that Lama Govinda believed 
meditation arose among the hunting cultures of the 
Himalayan foothills; it is not an accident that the Balti 
and the Golok handle utensils like masters of the Tea 
Ceremony. Alone in the forest, time is less "dense,” 
less filled with information; space is very "close," smell 
and hearing and touch reassert themselves. It is keenly 
sensual. It a true wilderness we are like that much of 
the time, even in broad daylight. Alert, careful, liter- 
ally "full of care. " Not because of principles or practice, 
but because of something very old. 

The majority of Americans have no experience of 
the wild. We are surrounded by national parks, wilder- 
ness areas, wildlife preserves, sanctuaries and refuges. 
We love to visit them. We also visit foreign parks and 
wilderness; we visit wild, exotic cultures. We are 
deluged with commercial images of wildness: coffee 
table books, calendars, postcards, posters, T-shirts, and 
placemats. There are nature movies. A comprehensive 
bibliography of nature books would strain a small 
computer. There are hundreds of nature magazines 
with every conceivable emphasis: Yuppie outdoor 
magazines, geographical magazines, philosophy 
magazines, scientific magazines, ecology magazines, 
and political magazines. Zoos and animal parks and 
marine lands abound, displaying a selection of beasts 
exceeded only by Noah's. 

From this we conclude that modern man's 
knowledge and experience of wild nature is extensive. 
But it is not extensive. Rather, what we have is 
extensive experience of a severely diminished wilder- 
ness animal or place — a caricature of its former self; or, 
we have extensive indirect experience of wild nature 
via photographic images and the written word. This is 
not experience of the wild, not gross contact. 

The national parks were created for and by tourism 
and they emphasize what interests a tourist - the 
picturesque and the odd. They are managed with two 
ends in mind: entertainment and preservation. Most 
visitors rarely leave their cars except to eat, sleep or go 
to the john. (In Grand Teton National Park, 93% of the 
visitors never visit the backcountry.) If visitors do 
make other stops, it is at designated picturesque "scenes” 
or educational exhibits presenting interesting facts - 
the names of the peaks, a bit of history - or, very 
occasionally, for passive recreation, a ride in a boat or 
an organized nature walk. None of this is accidental. 
It results from carefully designed "management plans " 
that channel the flow of tourists according to maxi- 
mum utilit — utility defined by ends of entertainment, 
efficiency, and preservation. 

The problem is not what people do in the parks; it 
is what they are discouraged or prevented from doing. 
No one, for instance, is encouraged to climb mountains, 
backpack, or canoe alone. Hikers are discouraged from 
traveling off-trail, especially in unpatrolled areas with 
difficult rescue. They are often prohibited from remote 
areas where they might encounter bears, or else travel 
is restricted to groups. Their movements are always 
tracked. It is illegal to wander around the national 
parks without a permit defining where you go and 
where you stay and how long you stay. In every 
manner conceivable national parks separate us from 
wildness. 

If we go into a designated wilderness area, say the 
Bridger-Teton, we are slightly less restricted, but we 
find as much degradation of the wild environment. 
We see signs and hike horse trails and cross sturdy 
bridges and find maps on large boards and trail junc- 


tions. We meet patrolling rangers, Boy Scout and Girl 
Scout troops working on character, and the National 
Outdoor Leadership School teaching "wilderness” skills 
in a corporate management seminar. We meet trail 
crews, pack trains and hikers galore. 

At night we see the distant lights of cities and 
highways and sodium vapor lamps in the yards of 
farms and ranches. Satellites pass overhead. By day, 
contrails from commercial jets mar the sky; military 
planes, private jets, small aircraft, and helicopters are 
a common presence. We camp by a lake, the outlet of 
which is filled with spawning golden trout. We notice 
they are thin as smelt. They are not indigenous to these 
mountains. Around camp, many small trees have been 
cut down by Basque sheepherders. The trails of their 
herds are ubiquitous; domestic sheep still graze this 
wilderness. In autumn we find hunting camps the size 
of military installations, the hunters better armed than 
Green Berets. Many of the camps use salt licks to lure 
the elk, deer, and moose. If we wander out of this 
narrow "wilderness zone," we walk straight into clear- 
cut forest, logging roads, and oil wells. 

This is no longer the wild, no longer a wilderness; 
and yet we continue to accept it as wilderness and call 
our time there "wilderness experience. "We believe we 
make contact with the wild, but this is an illusion. In 
both the national parks and wilderness areas we accept 
a reduced category of experience, a semblance of the 
wild nature, a fake. And no one complains. 


We visit the zoo or Sea World to see wild animals, 
but they are not wild, they have been tamed, rendered 
dependent and obedient. We learn nothing of their 
essential life in nature. We do not see them hunt or 
gather their food. We do not see them mate. We do not 
see them interact with other species. We do not see 
them interact with their habitat. Their numbers and 
their movements are artificial. We see them con- 
trolled. We see them trained. In most cases they are as 
docile, apathetic, and bored as the people watching 
them. If we visit wild animals in sanctuaries we are 
protected by buses and Land Rovers and observation 
towers. We are separated from any direct experience of 
the wild animals we came to visit. No contact? Why 
call it a visit? 

The majority of people who feel anguish about 
whales have never seen a whale at sea; the majority 
who desire to reintroduce wolves to Yellowstone have 
never seen a wolf in the wild, and some, no doubt, have 
never been to Yellowstone. We feel agony about 
bludgeoned seal pups and shredded dolphins without 
ever having touched one or smelled one or watched it 
swim. However much these emotions promote envi- 
ronmental causes, they remain suspect, for the object 
of the emotion is experienced through a medium, via 
movies, TV, the printed word, or snapshots. They pass 
as quickly as our feelings about the evening news or our 
favorite film. They are the emotions of an audience, the 
emotions of sad entertainment. We cry our hearts out 
about "Old Yeller"; the Humane Society has to destroy 
thousands of dogs and cats because homes cannot be 
found for them. 


Dissatisfied with the semblances and imitations at 
home we travel abroad in a search for the real thing. 
But there isn't anything different out there, no exotic 
context by which to judge the absence of context in 
our lives. The context remains, in the apt phrase 
George Trow, "the context of no context." We do not 
find the Other. We can spend a lifetime in parks and 
wilderness areas and on adventure travel trips and 
remain starved for wild country and wild people. 

Thirty years ago no foreigner had set foot in 
Khumbu, the beautiful valley that approaches Everest 
from the south. When I started going there thirteen 
years ago it was advertised as a remote wilderness, 
despite the presence of thousands of Sherpas in dozens 
of villages. Sometimes it is still advertised that way - an 
exotic Shangri-la. That this is false is not the point; it 
is the form and magnitude of the con that is important, 
the "size" of the illusion. 

Now, tens of thousands of foreigners visit the 
region every year. Most arrive by plane at the village 
of Lukla. The trail from there to the old Everest Base 
Camp - Interstate "E" - is always crowded with tourists, 
many of them in shorts and sandals with Pan Am flight 
bags over their shoulders containing all they need for 
several weeks in this wilderness. 

In Namche Bazaar I recently stayed at a hotel 
owned by a Sherpa I worked with years ago. I slept in 
one of the "special" rooms separated from the dorm 
used by most tourists. On the wall are two scribbles. 
One is the signature of former President Jimmy Carter. 
The other is the signature of Richard Blum, husband of 
former San Francisco mayor Dianne Feinstein. Both 
needed to let us know they slept in this special room in 
this remote wilderness. In the morning I was served 
the first omelette prepared in the hotel's new micro- 
wave oven, the first microwave in Khumbu. It was so 
hard I barely got it down. The cook, who happens to 
be the owner's wife, said "Sherpa way better" and 
headed back to the kitchen in disgust. Right! That next 
winter electricity came to Thyangboche monastery 
and promptly burned it down. 



At the old British Base Camp in Tibet, on the north 
side of Everest, is an old bare concrete platform awaiting 
a communications satellite dish that will improve 
weather predictions for climbing expeditions. Soon 
there will be a hotel. 

The north side of K2 is more difficult to reach. Fly 
to Beijing. Fly from Beijing to Urumchi. Fly from 
Urumchi to Kashgar. Drive two days by Toyota Land 
Cruiser or Mitsubishi bus to Mazar on the long road 
between Kashgar and Lhasa. Ride camels for a week 
(they are required for the many fordings of the Shaksgam 
river.) Walk for several days up a glacier. What do you 
find? Skeletons of tents, with pieces of nylon flapping 
in the breeze. Inside are boxes of unused stainless steel 
pressure cookers, cases of antipasto, and Italian 
magazines. On a ridge above the glacier is a concrete 
platform with a radar dish. 

Tibet is still described as wild, exotic, and forbid- 
den. When in Lhasa, I stay in a large, modern hotel 
operated by Holiday Inn. The manager meets me at the 
door. He is an Englishman dressed in an impeccable 
three-piece Saville Row suit and speaks with an Oxford 
accent. My room is like any other Holiday Inn room. 
It has closed-circuit television. In the lobby, during 
cocktail hour, there is a string quartet that plays Mozart 
and Beethoven. I drink Guinness Stout and Corvousier 
Cognac. I dine on pasta and Yakburgers. 

In the streets I see a Red Army soldier driving a 
lime-green Mercedes Benz; another soldier drives a 
cobalt blue Jeep Cherokee. Golok nomads wander the 
bazaar wearing yak-skin boots, woolen breeches, and 
cloaks of Tibetan "chuba" fringed with snow leopard 
fur. Their hair, entwined with scarlet cloth, is gathered 
on top of their heads. One carries a ghetto-blaster the 
size of a small suitcase. The volume makes me wince. 
He is playing Bruce Springsteen. 

The preferred style of dress for young male Tibet- 
ans in Lhasa is called "Kathmandu Cowboy": black 
Hong Kong cowboy boots, stone-washed Levis, a black 
silk shirt, gold necklace, and Elvis Presley hair cut. 
Young Tibetan women date Chinese soldiers. 

I am thankful for the small things. Once at a 
monastery outside of Lhasa, I witnessed a senior monk 
debating with a large gathering of students. He shouted 
his questions, clapping and stomping to an eight- 
count beat. His students shouted their answers, trying 
to keep up with his furious pace, and he continued at 
the same furious pace. When they failed to answer 
correctly he would brush the back of one hand with the 
back of the other, dismissively smiling and laughing. 
The students, animated and responsive, would try 
again. 

Once I saw a pilgrim circumambulating the Jokhang 
monastery through the Barkhor bazaar. He was wearing 
only yak-skin boots and woolen breeches; in the middle 
of his back, a gilded prayer box the size of a gallon of 
milk hung from a thick leather strap slung over one 
shoulder. He chanted continuously in a strong voice, 
first holding his hands in prayer high over his head, 
then bowing hard to the ground in the middle of the 
bazaar - first knees, then chest, then elbows, his hands 
still held in prayer over his head. Then he would rise, 
take one step to the left, and repeat his prayer. Though 
the bazaar was packed with people there was a forty- 
foot circle around him. No one interfered; very few 
tourists had the temerity to photograph him, and then 
only from a great distance. He is the only wild human 
being I have seen during fifteen years of travel in Asia. 
A modern Milarepa. 

At the Dalai Lama's old summer palace - the 
Norbulingka - there is a zoo, his private zoo. There are 
long trenches cut in the ground for yaks and buffalo; 
all they can see is the sky. There are small cages for 
wolves and fox and cats and bears. In one of the cages 
there is a bear the Chinese call "ma-shang." Wewould 
call it a grizzly. I think of Buddhism's first vow — 
"Beings are numberless: I vow to enlighten them" — 
trying to discover the proper relation between the 
Dalai Lama, enlightenment, and a caged ma-shang. I 
feel that I have arrived at the end of a long labyrinth 
and found a mirror. 

These places are beautiful; these people are won- 
derful. I continue to go there are always will. There are 
small pockets of wilderness left, and a few wild people, 
but, in general, the wilderness and the people of the 
wilderness are gone; wild things cannot necessarily be 
reached by travel. We perpetuate the idea that it is out 
there, we console ourselves with feeble imitations, we 
seek reassurance in nature entertainment and outdoor 
sports. But it is nearly gone. Unless we change the 
world soon the wild will be but a memory in the minds 
of a few people. When they die it will die with them, 
and the wild will become completely abstract. 


What is wrong with all this fun and entertain- 
ment, with this imitation of what was once a real and 
potent Other? Nothing, if it is recognized for what it 
is - a poor substitute. But we do not note that the wild 
is missing, and it is not clear how we might re-establish 
contact with wild things. It is probably best to begin 
now with what we are emotionally closest to — ani- 
mals. Plants can come later, places last. Despite all the 
eco-babble to the contrary, at present we do not 
understand what it might mean to communicate with 


a plant or a place as Native Americans did. Unfortu- 
nately, the conditions under which we might form a 
relationship with wild animals are also diminishing. 

The story is repeated daily in the media. A natural 
habitat is eroded or lost, a species suffers, becomes 
endangered, or is lost. Efforts are made to save it, study 
it, and arouse public sympathy for its plight. This 
always sounds so inevitable, as though the loss of 
habitat is as incorrigible or as implacable as fate. There 
is no mention of human agency, no suggestion that we 
are responsible for the loss of wilderness habitat, no 
possibility that we could have done otherwise, that we 
could reverse this horrible situation, no suggestion 
that we have this power, no realization that the abstract 
language of wildlife management aids and abets the 
continued loss of wild habitat, no acknowledgment 
that a zoo, a circus, a Sea World, a national park, is a 
business. Reading these articles, hundreds of them, we 
never discover why an orca like Shamu has to jump 
through 10,000 hoops next year to help make 338 
million dollars for the parks division of Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich Inc. 

Zoos are getting bigger and more " natural"; wildlife 
sanctuaries and national parks are "islands," too small 
and increasingly artificial. Yellowstone National Park 
is really a megazoo. Everything is exploited and managed, 
now; it's just a matter of degree. Accept this. It’s normal. 
Nothing to be done. 

When we deal in such abstractions boundaries are 
blurred, between the real and the fake, the wild and the 
tame, between independent and dependent, between 
the original and the copy, between the healthy and the 
diminished. Blurring takes the edge off loss and 
removes us from our responsibilities. Wild nature is 
not lost, we have collected it; you can go see it when- 
ever you want. With the aid of our infinite artifice this 
fake has replaced the natural. It's not really very 
different from the original! Why worry? As Umberto 
Eco observes in Travels in Hyperreality, "The ideology of 
this America wants to establish reassurance through 
imitation." And that ideology has succeeded; we are 
reassured, we are not angry, we are not even upset. 


Abstraction masks horror. A zoo is a very different 
kind of place from the wild; a caricature requires an 
original. A zoo, a Sea World is at best a fake habitat 
presenting pseudo-wild animals to the public for en- 
tertainment and financial reward. The wild is the 
original, the wild is home. The bigger and more 
naturalistic the megazoo, the "better" the fake. But it 
is still a fake. And why we should or should not accept 
this fake is a subject that cannot be addressed by the 
abstractions of wildlife management. 

Abstraction displaces emotion, constraining us to 
relate to the "problems" of wild animals rationally - the 
excuses of scientific knowledge, commerce, and phi- 
lanthropy. It leaves us without an explanation of our 
emotional relations to animals. It cannot explain why 
I went berserk, amok, at the zoo in Mysore, India, at the 
sight of a crowd pelting an American mountain lion 
trapped in a cage on a small wooden platform. This 
animal was suffering due to a very un-abstract cause. 
She had been sold to a foreign business for purposes of 
amusement and profit, and human beings there were 
mistreating her. Nothing unusual here. Normal. 

Her suffering was obscene, the solution simple: 
she needed to get home. To ran along rims through 
pinyon and cedar and crouch and leap and dance on 
her toes sideways, her tail curled high in the air to 
seduce a mate and then hunt with him in the moon- 
light and eat deer and cows and sheep and make little 
pumas and die of old age on warm sandstone by a clear 
spring at the end of a gulch dense with cottonwood 
and box elder. 

The condors need to get home, too. So do the 
orcas. That they no longer have a home is not their 
problem. (That homeless humans no longer have a 
home is not their problem.) It is our problem; we have 
done it. The solution is to give them their home. (The 
solution for the homeless is equally simple: to give 
them their home.) Why is this so difficult to conceive 
or act upon? Part of the answer isrthis: we no longer 
have a home except in a brute commercial sense; home 
is where the bills come. To seriously help homeless 
humans and animals would require a sense of home 
that was not commercial. The Eskimo, the Aranda, the 
Sioux, belonged to one place. Where is our habitat? 
Where do we belong? 

"All sites of enforced marginalization - ghettos, 
shanty towns, prisons, madhouses, concentration 
camps - have something in common with zoos. " 0 ohn 
Berger, Why Look At Animals 7) If we add Indian res- 
ervations, aquariums, and botanical gardens to this 
list, then a pattern emerges. Removed from their 
home, living things become marginal, and what be- 
comes marginal is diminished or destroyed. Of bedrock 
importance is community, for humans, animals and 
plants. 

We know that the historical move from commu- 
nity to society proceeded by destroying local structures 
- religion, economy, food patterns, custom, posses- 
sions, families, traditions - and replacing these with 
national or international, structures that created the 
modem "individual" and integrated him into society. 


Modern man lost his home; in the process, everything 
else did, too. That is why Aldo Leopold's Land Ethic is 
so frighteningly radical; it renders this process morally 
wrong. "A thing is right when it tends to preserve the 
integrity, stability, and beauty of the biotic community. 
It is wrong when it tends otherwise." Apply this 
principle to people, animals, and plants and the last 
10,000 years of history is evil. 

We are repeatedly told that the nature entertain- 
ment and recreation industries help the environment. 
After an orca killed another orca at Sea World the 
veterinarian responsible for the whales claimed that 
children often "come away with knowledge they didn't 
have before and a fascination that doesn't go away... 
they become advocates for the marine environment.” 
We hear the same general argument about national 
parks and wilderness areas; they must be entertaining 
and recreational or the public will not support envi- 
ronmental issues. And contact with exotic cultures is 
defended by saying it is required to save them. 

This argument is no different from the one given 
by the Marine officer in Vietnam who explained the 
destruction of a village by saying, "We had to destroy 
it in order to save it." The first "it" here is real - people, 
plants, animals, houses: what was destroyed. The 
second "it" is abstract - a political category: the now 
non-existent village we "saved" from the Viet Cong. 

What, exactly, is the "it" we are trying to save in all 
the national parks, wilderness areas, sanctuaries, and 
zoos? What are we traveling abroad to find? I suggest 
that part of the answer is this: something connected 
with our home. 

That, of course, is not the usual answer. The usual 
answer is mass recreation sites and mass entertainment 
programs. We have succeeded admirably. Nature 
recreation and entertainment is a multi-billion dollar 
business - the Nature Business. Hundreds of thousands 
of people in the government and in the private sector 
depend on the nature business for their livelihood, 
depend on a caricature defended by obscure abstrac- 
tions. , 

If the answer is wild nature and the experience of 
wild nature, then we have failed miserably. For inti- 
macy with the fake will not save the real. Many people 
believe that continued experience with caricatures 
creates a desire to experience the real wild. In my 
experience it is more likely to produce a desire for more 
caricatures. 

The illusion of contact with the wild provided by 
national parks, wilderness areas, and Sea Worlds actually 
diverts us from the wild. Knowledge gained from these 
experiences creates an illusion of intimacy that masks 
our true ignorance and leads to complacency and 
apathy in the face of our true loss. We are inundated 
by "nature" but do not care about nature. We do not 
care that Shamu is in exile from a home in the sea. 

We might call this failure "Muir's Mistake. " He did 
not see clearly enough, if at all, that his experience of 
thewild — intimate, poetic and visionary — couldnever 
be duplicated by Sierra Club trips. In 1895 he told the 
Sierra Club "...if people in general could be got into the 
woods, even for once, to hear the trees speak for 
themselves, all difficulties in the way of forest preser- 
vation would vanish." They got into the woods, but 
they did not hear the trees speak. Muir could not 
understand then that setting aside a wild area would 
not, in itself, foster intimacy with the wild. Yosemite 
Valley is now more like Coney Island than a wilderness. 
He could not know that the organization and com- 
mercialization of anything, including wilderness, would 
destroy the sensuous, mysterious, empathic, absorbed 
identification he was trying to save and express. He 
could not know that even the wild would eventually 
succumb to commodicide - death by commodification. 


The world of Thoreau and Muir — the mid- 
nineteeth century — was bright with hope and opti- 
mism. In spite of that, they were angry and expressed 
their anger with power and determination. Thoreau 
went to jail for his beliefs. Our times are darker; such 
optimism seems impossible at the end of this century. 
Our world looks backward, obsessed with memory and 
forgetting. Something vast and crucial has vanished. 
Our rage should be as vast. Refuse to forgive, cherish 
your anger, remind others. We have no excuses. 

It was a place for heathenism and superstitious rites — to 
be inhabited by men nearer of kin to the rocks and to wild 
animals than we. We walked over it with a certain awe... 
it was a specimen of what God saw fit to make this world. 
What is to be admitted to a museum, to see a myriad of 
particular things, compared with being shown some star's 
surface, some hard matter in its home! I stand in awe of my 
body, this matter to which I am bound has become so 
strange to me. I fear not spirits or ghosts, of which I am one 
— that my body taught — but I fear bodies, I tremble to 
meet them. What is this Titan that has possession of me? 
Talk of mysteries ! — Think of our life in nature — daily to 
be shown matter, to come in contact with it — rocks, trees, 
wind on our cheeks! the solid earth! the actual world! the 
common sense! Contact! Contact! 

— Thoreau, "Ktaadn" 
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Alaska's Wolves Still ''Fair" Game 


By Unleashed 

Wolf management planners have trouble 
with legalities. The team formulating recommen- 
dations for wolf reintroduction in Yellowstone 
just had its scheme rejected out of hand by 
Congress since the plan amounted to a trashing 
of the Endangered Species Act. Now Alaska's wolf 
management planning team has issued its final 
report without recommending against same-day- 
airborne or land-and-shoot hunting, practices 
widely regarded as violating the Federal Airborne 
Hunting Act — not to mention the rights of 
wolves. 

Members of the Alaska Wolf Management 
Planning Team were drawn from the gamut of 
interested parties in the state with the basic line of 
contention falling between consumptive and 
non-consumptive "users" of wolves. Four "envi- 
ronmentalists" sat on the panel with 14 other 
members representing sport and subsistence 
hunting, trapping, the fur industry, and govern- 
ment wolf management. The magic word was 
compromise; thus wolf advocates proceeded 
from a point of weakness, the position of Alaska's 
wolves having been compromised already by past 
and ongoing wolf management strategies. 

A few promising statements were put for- 
ward. Non-consumptive use was seriously dis- 
cussed, and the astounding observation that 
"wolves have intrinsic value"(!) made it into the 
final report. The general direction was toward 
integrated management of all of a given region's 
usable components to achieve conservation of 
the wolves. But when coupled with the reality of 
the overall pro-consumptive use bias of Alaska, 
this fair-sounding concept is seen to fall short of 
protecting wolves. 

Taking the broad view, the panel declared 
that the state's wolf population is not endan- 
gered. While this may or may not be true, Alaska 
wildlife biologist Dr. Vic Van Ballenberghe points 


out that the statewide assessment is not mean- 
ingful, and that wolf populations must be as- 
sessed separately for each area when manage- 
ment plans are being developed. 

Though Dr. Van Ballenberghe doubts that 
Alaska wolves can sustain higher than present 
levels of hunting, the Wolf Management Plan- 
ning Team approved of localized wolf control 
programs to offset declines in ungulate numbers; 
as so often in the past, the wolf alone is being 
made to pay for the accumulation of impacts that 
affect big game, and integrated management 



With this approval of wolf control the stage 
is set for two wolf-murder enthusiasts to break 
out the fire power. Alaska governor Walter 
Hickel has recently appointed Ron Somerville 
deputy commissioner of the state Dept of Fish 
and Game, and David Kelleyhouse director of the 
Division of Wildlife Conservation. Somerville 
was director of the now-defunct Division of 


Game during the heyday of Alaska wolf control 
in the late 70s and early 80s. During the same 
period Kellyhouse was noted for his attempts to 
mount machine guns on aircraft to kill wolves, 
and for publishing falsely inflated numbers con- 
cerning wolf predation on moose and caribou. 
With these two back in the cockpit, one Planning 
Team non-action becomes especially ominous: 
the Team failed to condemn land-and-shoot 
hunting. Land-and-shoot hunting areas were 
expanded in November 1989, and team member 
Valerie Brown expects more of the same. Though 
calling for strict enforcement of hunting law 
violations, the team acknowledged that there is 
virtually no oversight of airborne hunting at 
present.With Somerville and Kelleyhouse at the 
controls, buoyed by consumptive-user fees, it 
would be naive to look for improvement by the 
agencies involved. 

Airborne wolf hunting is now popular, and 
has acquired a life of its own apart from official 
wolf control. Still, Alaska's hunters widely view 
the killing of wolves as beneficial to ungulate 
populations, even in areas where wolves are too 
few to noticeably impact big game numbers. 
Alaska's wolves seem destined for persecution, 
since the state's human population has increased 
37% in the past ten years and, regarding big game 
hunting, Dr Van Ballenberghe observes "I always 
thought of demand as something that's 
unlimited... If we had twice as many caribou and 
moose... as we have now, the potential harvest of 
those animals would be taken up by hunters... I 
think hunters will always pressure for more." 

In its report the Planning Team acknowledged 
that the continuing wolf slaughter was making 
Alaska look bad. Can you say "boycott?" How 
'bout "hunt sab?" Let's put some pressure on! For 
more info contact WAG (see directory). 
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Another Alaskan Fatcat Bill in the Making 


By Michael Lewis 

The Johnston -Wallop Energy Bill passed out 
of the pro-development Senate Energy and Natu- 
ral Resources Committee last month. Not unex- 
pectedly, the open-the Refuge section survived 
an amendment to strike it offered by Sen. Tim 
Wirth and supported by Senators Bumpers, Ford, 
Bradley, Bingaman, Conrad, Akaka, and 
Wellstone (all Democrats). (Sen. Wyche Fowler 
was out of town and refused to give his proxy for 
that vote; Sen. Shelby joined Sen. Johnston and 
the Republicans in voting for development). 

Many other disastrous provisions survived in 
the bill as well. It contains language that seri- 
ously weakens the just-passed Clean Air Act (by 
exempting rebuilt power plants from the pollu- 
tion standards governing new plants); it opens 
the door to unregulated hydropower develop- 
ment; it overturns bans on drilling off hundreds 
of miles of coastline; and it guts the public review 
process for nuclear power plants. All in all, it's a 


very ugly piece of legislation that would take us 
down a path fraught with dangers and utterly 
lacking in vision, but lined with grinning indus- 
try fat cats who stand to make out very well. 

There are several bright patches on the Senate 
horizon, however. Attempts to include weak and 
ineffective Corporate Average Fuel Economy 
(CAFE) standards in Johnston's bill failed, so the 
bill was reported out without fuel-efficiency 
standards. Senator Joseph Lieberman (D-CT) has 
pledged to filibuster the bill (now renumbered 
S.1220) should it come to the floor, and he is 
being joined by an increasing number of col- 
leagues. Other committees (including Environ- 
ment and Public Works and Commerce) are as- 
serting jurisdiction over portions of it. Senator 
John Kerry (D-MA) is circulating a Dear Colleague 
letter urging other senators to join him in oppos- 
ing the bill's assault on the Clean Air Act. And, 
best of all, we are now up to 22 co-sponsors on 


Sen. Roth's Wilderness Bill and 106 sponsors for 
the Mrazek-Udall Wilderness Bill in the House! 

Action now moves to the House side, where 
the Merchant Marine and Fisheries Subcommit- 
tee on Fisheries, Wildlife Conservation, and the 
Environment is taking up the Jones bill 
(H.R.1320), which trades opening up the Arctic 
Refuge for a new wildlife refuge to be called the 
Teshekpuk NWR. The new status conferred on 
this extremely productive and critical habitat 
area would mean very little, however; it would 
not protect it from either oil drilling or coal 
mining. Meanwhile, the Arctic Refuge would be 
declared on-limits under a veneer of environ- 
mental protections. 
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By David Vermont 

Last Spring, the forces of devel- 
opment in Exeter Township began 
encountering regular but unpre- 
dictable local fires. These fires 
claimed two heavy duty rollers the 
first week of April, and a large loader 
and storage trailer the next. By the 
end of the month a backhoe loader 
and a drilling rig went into the 
flames, and on the First of May 
another drilling rig caught fire, fol- 
lowed shortly thereafter by a front 
loader. Damage to four of the eight 
machines was estimated at over 
$58,000. 

Exeter Township is in rural 
southeastern Pennsylvania, coun- 
try that has been steadily recovering 
from the initial onslaught of Euro- 
American settlement. Forty years 
ago the road along which most of 
the Spring fires occurred was not yet 
paved. It was an area of woods, 
wetlands, orchards and small farms. 
Abby Mellon, an Exeter resident 
who grew up in the 'fifties and 'six- 
ties, recalls as a girl seeing the red 
and grey foxes of the area, flushing 
quail, and hearing of bobcats on the 
nearby Neversink Mountain, which 
yet harbors several rare plants. The 
mixed woods were eighty years old. 
"It had the potential to grow back," 
Mellon says. But that was not yet to 
be its fate. A bypass was put in from 
Philadelphia to Reading, cutting 
straight through the area and open- 
ing it to that particularly destructive 
and implacable mutant we call the 
"developer." 

Developers have not destroyed 
the local ecosystem without some 
opposition. The small farmers and 
rural gentry of the area jumped 
through the various legal hoops 
and the state declared the area a 
floodplain. This sort of thing is 
supposed to hamper development, 
but of course money has means, 
and farmers have been forced out as 
the floodplain has now been colo- 
nized by spreading townhouses, 
apartment complexes and "light { 
industry," while the forces of 
progress pour a new concrete 
aquaduct to replace the native trout 
stream that they befouled and de- 
stroyed. 

It is scarcely surprising that . 
some locals found legal means of 
fighting development futile and 
decided to take direct action. They 
called themselves Nava-sink, the 
native name for the area and its 
people, and they went out in the 
Spring night. "I wanted to put sugar 
in the gas tanks," one of them said, 
"but I couldn't get them open. So I 
cut every wire and tube I could get 
to, and then I broke the windows 
and torched the cabs." 

Needless to say, the forces of 
improvement were severely dis- 
tressed, as well as hampered, by 
these local conflagrations. A thing 
like this could spread. SO the local 
paper, The Reading Eagle/Times, in- 
vestigated the matter with care. 
One of their articles begins with an 
assessment that the spokeswoman 
for Nava-sink was dangerous and 
sick, made by a psychologist so ter- 
rified he would only proffer these 
opinions anonymously. "She has 
lost," he told the public, "the moral 
consequences that keep us from act- 
ing too crazy." 

To what morality can this man 


refer? Only the great American pub- 
lic morality of inaction, the moral- 
ity of people who have cut them- 
selves off so severely from the 
natural world to which they belong 
that they cannot or will not feel the 
horror of the destruction of their 
world, the morality of ignorance 
and cowardice. How can people like 
this speak of consequences while 
blinding themselves to the effects of 
paving over every wild thing 
around them? The heart that can 
yet feel its root to the wellsprings of 
life is too rare amongst us, so rare 
that its deeply moral acts of courage 
go unrecognized. And this is most 
troubling: not only that most hu- 
mans are stupid and cowardly, but 
that they are unaware of it. 

Yet they betray their ignorance 
often. "I cannot believe," an Exeter 
cop tells the paper, "that anybody 
would be this damaging just to 
prove a point." And he's right. The 
actions of Nava-sink did more than 
make a point (point-making is 
about as active as American moral- 
ists can get, or imagine getting); 
they held off, however briefly, the 
pavement that is rolling over rural 
countryside. \ 

"It is not wilderness," a mem-\ 
ber of Nava-sink said, "but it is habi-l 
tat. I couldn't stand seeing it go 
anymore. We did what we could. I 
We did not endanger anyone. The I 
sites around the machines were all \ 
cleared, you know? The fires were \ 
contained within the machines." A I 
pause, and a laugh. "You know, I / 
got home one night after doing-this 
work, and I heard this big, sudden/ 
'boom,' and I thought, 'Now whau 
did I do right?"' / 

/ In mid May, police arrested ' 

' Abby Mellon after staking out her j 
house and watching her walk into / 
the woods on one of those fiery j 
evenings, following her to a drug- / 
store where she bought bum oint -j 
ment, and searching her homg 
(where they found, yes, burn oint 
ment — so be careful, firebugs, an< 1 
don't get burned). Probably thu 
most damning evidence was tha 
identifying her as the media spokes-V 
person of Nava-sink. Some of the v 
jjfess-releases were hand written - 

"I was stupid about some of the 
stuff," says Mellon. "I could have 
done what I did and not gotten 
caught." 

Getting caught carried the po- 
tential for eight counts of arson. 
But immediately the case was more 
complicated than that. Mellon was 
sent to a psychiatric hospital in 
Philadelphia where she was heavily 
medicated. She said it was horrible 
and she managed to get transferred 
out to Berks County Jail. The hor- 
rible thing there, she said, was do- 
ing jumping jacks on concrete, 
which left her with arthritis in her 
legs. She was arraigned on numer- 
ous charges, most of which were 
dropped in a plea bargain which left 
her with third degree felony arson 
and mischief charges. For these she 
was sentenced to 90 days in the 
psych hospital, 3000 hours of com- 
munity service and seven years 
strict probation. 

"I am fortunate in that my par- 
ents got me a good lawyer. Without 
one I would have been upstate for at 
least five years." Mellon should be 


getting out of the hospital as this 
paper comes out, in the third week 
of September. She hopes to do her 
community service for Planned Par- 
enthood and The Nature Conser- 
vancy. Her probation requires her 
to live at home for the next seven 
years, but she hopes to get that 
changed after she's reestablished 
herself. 

"I always thought I would live 
here forever. But a lot is lost here. 
You need to start acting as soon as 
you start to see stuff happening, 
because at the outset, people never 
think development is going to get 
this bad. Start right away; don't 
procrastinate. And when legal 
means fail, don't isolate yourself." 
Mellon says that although nobody 
has publicly supported her since she 
was arrested, some members of the 
older generation have told her fam- 
ily they understand why she did 
what she did. "And I thought I 
would want to live on my own little 
piece of land. But more land has to 
be protected, really; there needs to 
be more wilderness. People have to 


contain themselves." 

Abby Mellon is a woman of 
much compassion and integrity, 
deeply sane, and actively mitigates 
the overall effect of her species on 
the planet. She has encountered 
some of the personal dangers of 
such compassion in a culture 
hellbent on rapine and waste. Un- 
der the wheel of the Industrial 
Growth Society those who know 
they belong to the earth must be 
vigilant, must be careful of them- 
selves not only because they are 
that rare strain of wild in a tamed 
species but more, because without 
them who will defend the earth? Be 
careful! Be sly! Remember both the 
mistakes and the bravehearted 
courage of Abby Mellon, and the 
need to carry on against the more- 
than-personal dangers that 
threaten the diversity of life here. " I 
took it personally," says Mellon. "It 

was mv hnmpJl — 

/ The fires of Exeter Township 
/ have been put out. May they spring 
/ up a thousandfold across the land. 




The Fires of May 


I. O circle of light * 

You have burnt and died 

Before the leaping bonfires of midsummer dreams. 

The Faeries have danced their circles 
Of sacrifice around heartless iron bodies. 

Explosions from the red raped earth up to the moon's 
Hidden sky. 

II. The sirens of the saviors of 'destruction,' of the 
Brazen Flames have broken the circle with 
The sounds of water hissing. 

III. The ceremony broken — the charms fled back 
Into the little grove of leftover wood 

And thru the fields where bluebells, daisies 
And marigolds watch the night; 

Wild wheat tangling in her hair calling: 

Come plant your feet with our roots under the soil among us — 
Rise and live again every spring if not here. 

IV. Money makes money wherever it can 

And the law above all species edicts and transforms 
The robbers into the land developers. 

V. The Earth is dying and everyone says they care 
The Earth is dying and so few feel and see 

The genocide in the dead meadows surrounding them. 


Revenge and so what is it worth 

When the punishing act cannot stop the crime; 

And, in the old vandalized cemetery 

The stone read, "He looked back and saw his reflections 

In the snow." 

My head is Fire, my heart is cold but still beating 
My feet run to catch up with time forever lost. 

Fields scalded barren, trees amputated and ripped 
From their life's blood. 

Mountains scraped to four wheeled gravel. 

Everything living is private property. 

Feet fleeing are caught in cement 
And bodies are statues crumbling to dust 
The joke is equal rights for all species. 

Man who annihilates will never feel the warmth 
Here and now of their blood 
They will not look back and see their reflections 
on the snowy hills. 




AZ Wrap-up 

continued from page 5 

none was forthcoming, but to send the 
message: If you are in any way involved 
in the production of a book on 
monkeywrenching, then you, too, are 
suspect. (The prosecutor had asked, 
"Do you agree with what the book 
said?” "Did Dave Foreman ever suggest 
you do illegal activity?") There are also 
a good number of people who had been 
named as unindicted co-conspirators 
("We know what they're doing out 
there,” Moore-Silver sneered at the 
trial's onset) or were subpoenaed wit- 
nesses and were therefore apprehensive 
about attending the trial and support- 
ing their friends, and some have faded 
from activist work as well. (There were 
scores of subpoenaed witnesses who 
were never called, myself included. It 
may have been in part a tactic to erode 
support.) 

A burning question remains: Will 
the fact that they had to back down 
from their grand charges strike a blow 
against their credibility; will it change 
the method of operation of the FBI at 
jt_ all? I think that with any convictions at 
all, the FBI will feel they've scored a 
■v victor)’ in that they will feel they have 

license to continue doing what they've 
been doing. (They may very well have 
felt that way with acquittal, or a hung 
jury too.) I personally don't feel we can 
affect the FBI camp's perception or reac- 
tion to a great degree. What we can 
affect is the public's perception, the 
interpretation of this whole drama, and 
build on the erosion of tolerance for this 
sort of covert activity in public opinion. 
The government will do what the public 
lets it do, and much more. They are 
using taxpayer dollars to wage these 
domestic campaigns. Tell your neigh- 
bors. Tell your aunts and uncles. 

Because even though Fain and 
Frazier may finally be out of the five 
defendants’ lives, the FBI and their 
strong-arm tactics are certainly not out 
of OUR lives; they are not out of the 
business of dismpting and discrediting 
progressive movements who would se- 
riously challenge the status quo. The 
prosecution of the Arizona 5 is not an 
isolated incident, but the latest and 
most dramatic manifestation of the 
larger picture. As US citizens jubilantly 
credit the Soviet Union's overthrow of 
the coup d'etat to "western style de- 
mo cracW'Tve 1^1 the bastion of that style 

I democraev- ^re subject to cover t 
counter-intelligence _grograms..caxtied 
(out bysecrerpafiee. 

What Now? 

Given those little ruminations but 
recognizing the fine line between para- 
noia and appropriate response that 
many of us are busy balancing on, the 
question of the hour is WHAT DO WE 
DO? 

Well, we learn from our fellow 
activists' experience, and we get 
smarter. Revelations from the two 
months of trial are tools we can use to 
build on public exposure and put to- 
gether with information gleaned from 
knowledge of FBI infiltration and dis- 
ruption of other political groups and 
movements. Besides specifics as to their 
use of agents and informers, w e've 
caught a glimpse of how serious they are 
(demonstrated by what a paralegal 
called the "mad dog" style of the chief 
prosecutor; also by the fact that the 
head of the FBI monitored the case, and 
that the Justice Dept, sent an attorney 
from rn eir terroris m section to assist in 
the prosecution.^ And we've gotten an 
indication of how far they will go. We 
knew the y were not a b ove out rightlies 
dTSfacfenzing non-violent ac tivists as 
Violent (witness the line from t he wa r- 
fant _ i to search Judi Bari's h ouse the 
ntglTt oT tHe Fombin g: "Th e y are mem - 
irerS oTa" violent terrorist organization 
Involved in the manufactu re an d 
"placement of expl osives") y We knew 
fKeywere not above~fabrication of evi- 
dence (again, vis a vis the bombing, the 



sented to the press turned out to be 
preposterous). We now know that hu- 
man relations are fair prey — that they * 

‘ will use persona l relationships and hii-’ 

* man weaknesses to further their politi-r: 
cal goals. We know that they will in- * 
Vade privacy to the point of using house 
bugs. (This is an unusual tactic — gener- 
ally it is offices that are bugged.) We 
know that they will participate in and 
encourage illegal activity with little re- 
gard for the consequences, and that 
they will entice people to up the ante in 
their actions — in this case, encouraging 
the use of explosives. 

The government did everything it 
could to tighten the screws of pressure 


believe we need to support the defen- 
dants in their decision without trying to 
second guess them and further support 
them as they endure their sentences, 
whatever they may be. Period. Then 
when I flip the coin from the personal to 
the political side,’ I am very disap- 
pointed that the trial did not go to 
completion because we were, to some 
degree, bringing up issues of govern- 
ment misconduct and exposing the 
FBI's modus operandi in a public forum L , 
finally /(Generally, when we talk about 
the FBI's campaign of disruption and 
misinformation against environmental 
radicals, we sound like raving 
paranoiacs. The public doesn't want to 
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on the defendants working up to and 
during the trial. The day after the ar- 
rests, two FBI agents visited Marc 
Baker's home to tell his wife, "We know 
more than you think we know. Don't 
get yourself between a rock and a hard 
place, "insisting that she testify against 
her husband, in a thinly- veiled threat to 
indict her as well. Mark Davis told me in 
a phone conversation shortly before the 
trial began that he'd just received an- 
other visit from the feds who trotted 
him downtown for a fifth fingerprint- 
ing. (They don't change, unless you use 
sandpaper.) They also required regular 
urine tests. More than one defendant 
was threatened with seizure of their 
children. The stories go on and on. It all 
added up to a pressure cooker — boiling 
away inside were Mark, Peg, Use, Dave 
and Marc, their families and friends. 
Heap on the humiliation of having 
many aspects of their private lives ex- 
posed, condemned and twisted around 
in the court proceedings, add the fact 
that some of the attorneys were fairly 
conservative themselves and worried 
about the considerably more conserva- 
tive jury and the fact that one 
defendant's attorney was about to bail 
from the case (due to his wife's illness), 
possibly separating that defendant . . . 
Put all that together, stir rapidly and 
some of the reasons some of the defen- 
dants might favor a plea bargain begins 
to emerge. 

Tears & Rage 

The mood in the courtroom when 
the plea bargain was announced was 
emotional and charged. The defen- 
dants cried and hugged each other. The 
faces of the FBI agents working on the 
case lost the steely determination they 
had maintained and showed fatigue. 
The prosecution team was not showing 
the spirit of cooperation the defendants 
were, and they seemed estranged from 
each other. In fact, one prosecutor sat at 
the rear of the courtroom for the pro- 
ceedings, the first time any of them had 
sat on "our" side of the railing. 

Whether this end to the trial was 
the "right," appropriate or timely way 
to go will be much discussed over the 



believe it, so they therefore don't want 
to listen. T his was a rare opportuni ty 
(and I hesitate to call a circumstance 
when people's lives are on the line an 
"opportunity") for the immoral, un- 


ethical and illegal conduct to rise to the 


verifiable, docume ntabl e. ("Yes, I lied", 
He s~aid7 "Tes, I did lots of drugs while in 
the FBI's employ," he said. "Why not 
use dynamite?" he said. "I can get 
some.") 

But we don't know what would 
have come up in the second half of this 
incredible trial. It may have made 
things worse for our side than theirs. 
And we don't lose what came up in the 
first two months, in terms of working to 
expose the FBI's dirty deeds in relation 
to environmentalists and progressives 
in the US. 

We know wh y they m o unted th ei; 
campaign. Tt~Is because~Earth First! 
represents confrontational opposition\ 
“6 the pow er Structure. to 'corporate j 
mericfi. ’(Property destructio n is ar~ 
front”Io*S 

ow tlrey^mounted^their campaign, 
tHro ugh use of agents 'provocateurs. 

e public needs to know that. Com- 
munication through whatever chan- 
nels we can access is a key, as is demon- 
strating to them, and to the world, that 
FBI disruption has not stopped our work 
against the poisoners and despoilers of 
the planet. 

Last_Minutr Update 

I 1 Mark Davis was sentenced Sep- 
tember 6 to six years in prison for his 
part in an act of property damage done 
at a ski development in a wilderness/ 
area of northeast Arizona. Judge Roberts 
Broomfield also included restitution of 
$19,821.27 in the sentence. Observer^ 
in the courtroom were stunned by the! 
fact that Davis, a first time offender, 
received the maximuimsentepce underi 

>lea bargain. ! MO J _ 

Davis told the judge he was not a\ 

| terrorist, anarchist or revolutionary, aV 
'(the prosecution has maintained, but a 
father concerned for the future of his 
children as he sees a world, "commit- 
ting suicide.” Explaining his motiva- 


Snowbowl Ski Development, he said, 
"(what I did) was an attempt to wake 
people up to this awful bargain we've 
made." 

Davis expressed that he recognized 
what he did was aginst the law, and so is 
willing to accept a prison term as, "the 
price I have to pay." He told Broomfield 
he felt remorse for careless acts but, "if 
this helps our species survive I can't be 
sorry." 

Before Davis' statement, his attor- 
ney, Wellborn Jack Jr., recognized the 
massive government effort to knock out 
monkeywrenching as a tactic of the 
radical environmental movement, but 
reminded the judge that “the book," 
The Monkeywrench Gang is a work of 
fiction. Throughout the trial, the 
prosecuters attempted to paint a pic- 
ture of a grand conspriacy not unlike 
actions portrayed in the book. "But for 
involvement of the FBI," Jack told the 
judge, "the other counts in the indict- 
ment (damage to power poles at Can- 
yon Uranium Mine, attempted damage 
to transmission towers at Central Ari- 
zona Project) would never need to have 
been written," referring to the FBI's use 
of agents provocateurs. 

EF1 activistand trial observer Karen 
Pickett told the press, "When deter- 
mining whether our system of justice is 
working, we need to contrast the sen- 
tence given Mark Davis with those in 
the corporate world breaking laws that 
result in poisoning of people and ex- 
tinction of other species. Here we have 
someone who is working with the sur- 
vival of the planet at heart and those 
who are poisoning our air and water, 
stripmining our forests and paving over 
other species are not only going un- 
punished, but making money off the 
carnage. The FBI was out to crush the 
radical environmental movement and 
they have not. We are more committed 
than ever to the preservation of bio- 
logical diversity, we just have to recog- 
nize that we're doing it in the shadow of 
FBI covert provocation. That is an out- 
rage. The FBI is hoping this trial will 
effectively kill monkeywrenching/ but 
they are forgetting that EF! didn't in- 
vent monkeywrenching. It's been going 
on for generations, and in fact has roots 
- in this country in American Revolution 
era acts like the Boston Tea Party. j As 
Tong as some people wield their power 
in ugly ways, destroying the Earth, other 
people will respond to that." 

Outside the courtroom, Weflborn 
Jack told supporters that Mark could 
serve as litle as 1 5 months of the six year 
sentence before being sent to a halfway 
house. How much of his sentence he 
will serve and where he will serve it are 
not immediately known. He is to report 
to prison on September 23. 

Also outside court, Mark said he 
"didn't like" striking a deal with the 
government. “I'd rather have gone all 
the way through the trial. But there 
were other people involved and little 
children involved.” 

The other three Prescott 
defendents, Peg Millet, Ilse Asplundand 
Marc Baker, will be sent enced on Sep - 
Phoenix /Dave Foreman's\ 
/sentencingis_.deferred_forjjfiye(year \ 
probationary term at which time he j 
may~5e allowed to plead to a misde- 1 
[ mea rioF c Hafgeof property d es truct ion. . 

The Legal Offense Fund will re- 
main as support for those of the Arizona 
5 who are in jail. Donations can be sent 
to: 1385 Iron Springs Rd. Suite 213, 
Prescott, AZ 86301. 

Karen Pickett has just spent 2 months 
in Arizona witnessing, supporting and cov- 
ering the trial. She is currently circulating 
an EF! statement of unity and support . 
sign on or for a copy write P.O. Box 83, 
Canyon CA 94516. Donations also grate- 
fully accepted for expenses incurred in me- 
dia and support work. 


Page 24 Earth First! Mahon 1991 



'PfiiKpi 


A SNITCH ON THE STAND 


By Karen Pickett 

On the morning of Friday, July 26 
the Prescott Rescue team answered a call 
regarding an accident between a bicycle 
and a car. The photo on the front page 
of the Prescott Courier showed the bi- 
cyclist lying prone, bare feet to the 
camera, being attended by the ambu- 
lance crew. Not an unusual accident, 
even for a small town like Prescott, so 
why the big photo on the front page? 
The bizarre twist to this story was that 
the bicyclist who had failed to yield the 
right of way had just finished nearly 
three weeks on the witness stand in U.S. 
District Court in Prescott, informing on 
his friends. Ron Frazier was the #2 star 
prosecution witness in the Arizona 5 
Conspiracy trial and it was no wonder 
he was rattled. The newspaper report 
said his condition was stable, but I beg 
to differ. 

But if instant karma was delivered 
via the bike crash, he's getting a heftier 
karmic dose now, as he leaves the FBI's 
protective employ and finds himself 
without a friend in the world. He's a 
pitiful character, but after listening to 
his damaging testimony for three weeks, 
it's hard to feel sorry for him. 

Frazier went to work for the FBI in 
January of 1988 after he had a falling 
out with Mark Davis. He had also suf- 
fered two romantic rejections in the 
months preceding his change in occu- 
pation. He had a brief affair with de- 
fendant Ilse Asplund, who subsequently 
moved in with Mark Davis, and he had 
been fired from a job by Jody Skjei, with 
whom he was also infatuated. His 
threatening phone calls to her following 
the firing led to the incident with Mark 
Davis, wherein Mark told Frazier to back 
off. Skjei said she fired him because he 
was neurotic. Davis said of Frazier, "He 
imagines women falling in love with 
him. He believes women are sending 
vibes to him and that they want him. 
So, he approaches. When he discovers 
that they don't know what he's talking 
about, he becomes scary." 

Frazier wrote Skjei a threatening 
letter followed by a five-page love letter. 
She eventually contacted the police. "I 
just think Ron's a scary guy", said Skjei. 
"He goes silent on you. He's one of 
those guys you're going to find down in 
Texas and he's a sniper." Skjei was 
shocked when she learned that Frazier 
was the one who triggered the indict- 
ments against her friends in Prescott. 
"Mark is the guy who tried to help me"’', 
with Ron", she said. \ 

The FBI actually took notice of 
Frazier about six months before he went 
to work for them. When he gave a 
workshop on disabling bulldozer en- 
gines (He's a diesel mechanic) at the '87 
RRR in Arizona, an undercover FBI agent 
(Kathy " Cat " Clark) sat in on the session. 

In her report to the FBI she characterized 

./y Frazier as appearing "very dangerous". 

So they hired him. 

Some unanswered questions re- 
main festering regarding the hows and 



& Other Revelations About the Pawns of the Evil Empire 


why of the FBI's hiring of Frazier. He did 
come to them (in January of 1988) with 
information about the Snowbowl ac- 
tion the previous October. The case was 
unsolved and causing the cops a good 
deal of consternation. But why hewent 
to the FBI in the first place is unclear — 
the FBI maintains that he simply walked 
into their offices unsolicited Jan 12th. 
("Hi, I'm Ron . . .") But two romantic 
rejections and an ego tussle just don't 
seem like reasons enough to want to 
turn snitch on your only friends. What 
seems more likely is that someone let 
him know that the FBI was looking for 
information about Snowbowl; that his 
services were desired. This could have 
been Mike Gooch, another informer 
who seemed to play a minor role but 
was acquainted with Ilse before Frazier 
and lived at the same trailer park as Ilse 
and Frazier. (Just when Gooch went to 
work for the FBI and what his role were 
is still being researched, so whether he 
was Frazier's conduit is speculation at 
this point.) 

What we do know is that Frazier 
was paid over $54,000 for his services, 
had an expense account of sorts and 
remained on ($800/month) salary 
through his testimony. He was also 
granted immunity from prosecution for 
his monkeywrenching dabblings, as well 
as for his drug use. 

But the most bizarre aspect of his 
FBI employment came to light during 
the second week of his testimony under 
cross-examination. In a disturbing il- 
lustration of how the FBI "orients” its 
pawns, the defense played a video tape 
recording of a hypnotic session with 
Frazier. Shortly after he went to the FBI, 
agents took him to a psychologist, Dr. 
Richard Garver, in Texas, ostensibly to 
help him recall the last name of some- 
one involved in the case, and then turned 
him over to a Special Agent for the FBI 
who had worked with this psychologist 
and this hypnosis technique extensively. 
The tape showed that Agent Kinney 
helped him improve his memories of 
events (this type of hypnosis tends to 
increase both correct and incorrect rec- 
ollections in the subject's mind), and to 
feel better about turning informant op, 
his former friends. Agent Kinney \ 
"helped" Frazier see that EF! "might i 
have had other purposes — other than j 
simply saving the earth . . .". Thejury. / 
i watched as t he governmen t transferred-" 
jMffie loy alty o f a confused and trduBIS - 
tjpian from the activists to th e FBI., (Old 
“fylends out, new friends in). ‘ They also 
saw the government teach Frazier a 
technique the psychologist labeled 
"bridging in and bridging out": going 
into and out of a trance to focus his 
memories. In what Foreman's attorney, 
Gerry Spence called the best psycho- 
logical cross-examination he's ever seen, 
Davis' attorney Wellborn Jack demon- 
strated to the jury that Frazier was con- 
stantly bridging in and out as he testi- 
fied in court. Frazier also admitted that 



it was only with the FBI's help in that 
hypnotic session that he was able to feel 
it was okay to snitch on his friends. 

The FBI outfitted Frazier with a 
miniature tape recorder which he used 
over a two year period to record con- 
versations with the defendants. The. 
jury heard excerpts from those recqrd- 
ings of some fairly incriminating state- 
ffien|£mSe mostly by Davisr Be and 
Frazier had long talks about cutting metal 
poles and cables using torches and ^an 
incendiary known as thermite-._/ftie 
government also played recordings 
I made with Asplund, where she laments | 

! she and Davis are going to have to stop | 
living together, because he's involved / 

I in all of this monkeywrenchin g acfiy - 

Through his immunity agreements 
Frazer was able to indulge his curiosity 
about Earth Firstl and the radical wing 
of the environmental movement, dabble 
in the periphery of the world of mon- 
key-wrenching, risk free, and end up 
feeling self-righteous about his activity. 
Frazier had a close relationship with 
Use's kids, and actually thought he was 
"helping" her by taping conversations. 
His presumptions extended to thinking 
she would turn snitch with him. He 
told her after the arrests, "Lori (Bailey, 

FBI agent in charge of the case) was mad. 
She thought you'd blab, but you played 
it tough." He apparently thought oth- 
ers shared his moral weaknesses; he also 
said he was sure that Mark Davis, once 
in jail, would "crack", and turn against 
other people. He knew the FBI was out 
to "fry some bigger fish", as he put it, 
and he somehow caught hold of the 
illusion that "maybe my personal friends 
won't get in as much trouble, except to 
learn a lesson." Dangerous naivete. 

That was the FBI's investigation 
according to Ron Frazier. Likewise, Earth 
First!, according to^tOn Frazier gives a 
glimpse into a fantdSy world without 
much relation to r eality ^He thought. 
/EartlTFirst! was mounting an insurrecA 
/ titin tfiit woulcf eventually spin out of J 
VcontfoTand get "'very' violent". /When 
Tie admitted to Ilse after the '89 arrests 
that he was a paid informant, he ex- 
plained that he felt he had no choice; "I 
either had to go to the FBI or pull a 
"Rambo" at the next RRR." Spence, 
who was cross examining Frazier when*. ,* 
this comment bubbled to the surface# A 


fascination with monkeywrenching and 
its relative effectiveness. This dabbling 
in monkeywrenching gave the FBI 
something to hold over his head and 
gave him an in into the group of activ- 
ists. For his part, once he entered into 
his pact with the FBI, Frazier was able to 
satisfy his curiosity (and play at espio- 
nage) with total protection. He told his 
new FBI friends, "Last summer I didn't 
know how criminally liable I'd be.. ..If 
these guys goof up and we'd all end up 
in jail. With you guys, it takes the risk 
off and I'm not in danger." 

He was not even in danger when, 
he encouraged the use of explosives (the , 
suggestion was consistently rejected) or 
when he instructed others in the j 
manufacture and .use of thermite. In., 
fact, .The only time thermite was ev er/ 
/used in relation to the Arizona 5 activities 
/was when the FBI set up a training 
session wherein Frazier was taught how 

to use it and got to try his harjdlav 

\bmning through chunks of steely. The - n 
EF! Journal, both before and during his 
employ with the FBI printed several j 
letters and articles by Frazier (signed / 
either "mechanic" or "Stilson") includ- 1 
ing instruction in the use of titanium 
dioxide as an additive for diesel engines^/ 1 

He got the protection of the FBI 
and the friendship of the Prescott ac- 
tivists who invited him home for 
Thanksgiving dinner, and helped him 
find employment and housing (He taped 
the day's conversations on Thanksgiv- 
ing). 

When Ron Frazier was on tne stand 
he didn't look at the defendants. He 
was nervous, playing with papers in 
front of him, sipping water often, 
scratching his head and fidgeting. He 
often looked puzzled, I wonder if he's 
puzzled now, wondering where all his 
"friends" went, especially his buddies 
Lori and Roslyn. 

Other Snitches That Didn't 
Make It Onto the Witness 
Stand 

Mike Fain, known as Mike Tait 
during his undercover work in Earth 
First! circles, showed up at the Round 
River Rendezvous in Washington in July 
1988. He presented himself as a "redneck 

it 


for wilderness" which 
Prescott, Arizona mold. 


fit into the 
He seemed |f 


asked incredulously, "A Rambo ? Does a' rather custom made to gain sympathy 


Rambo mean to kill a bunch of people?" 
Frazier answered quietly, "Yes." 

Except for his obvious problem 
baggage like his extensive drug use, al- 
legations of child molestation, and 
tendencies toward violence, in one sense 
/feazierks informer was an FBI wet drea m 

ganda^It is possible that the FBI pfLntecT 
some of his ideas re. Earth First! as a 
terrorist organization, but at one point 
he said, "As much as I know, if I tried to 
back out, I'd have to be gotten rid of or 
something . . ." (Who the hell did he 
think he was dealing with? The mafia?!) 
He interpreted passion for the cause as 
tendencies towards violence, and told 
the FBI that when Dave Foreman 
punched the air with his fist at the end 
of his speech at the RRR and got his 
audience to shout EARTH FIRST!, hewas 
clearly inciting violence. (Of course, at 
the time of this observation, Ron was 
coming down off four hits of LSD. But 
it fits the FBI profile of Earth Firstl, 
nonetheless.) He saw what he thought 
were clear leaders, characterizing Dave 
Foreman and Mike Roselle as the "gen- 
erals" of Earth Firstl, and told the FBI he 
had the information as to who the con- 
duits could be to take out the leadership 
of Earth First! He didn't have a lot of 
respect for the ecology movement (He 
wrote on his calendar on the day Ed 
Abbey died: "Ed Abbey Died Today. 
Hooray."). He also had a fairly intense 


from Peg Millett, whom Frazier had told 
the FBI was the best conduit to Fore- 
man. He became a close friend of Peg’s 
and had a relationship with a good 
friend of hers. Like Frazier, he discussed 
with defendants his ability to procure 
explosives, but no one ever took him up\ 
on it. He also "simulated" a tree spiking 
with ceramic spikes, pulled survey flag- 1 
ging, and broke into a supply yard, bothy 
to prove himself to the Prescott activists! 
and to further involve them. [ . 

He has worked for the FBI for 20 
years, working as an accountant before 
developing his skills as an undercover 
agent. He has worked in an undercover 
capacity before. His father, Lew Fain, 
was also an FBI agent. 

Mike Gooch was a Prescott Col- 
lege student, showing upon the Prescott 
scene about the saipe time Ron Frazier 
did (spring of '8$T It is not yet clear how 
or when he was hired by the FBI as an 
informer, or how long he remained in 
their employment, but he did get out- 
fitted with a body wire for a time and 
contributed to the stock of covertly re- 
corded conversations^ 

( Kathleen " Kat"*cn&k >is an agent 
for the FBI and was working in an un- 
dercover capacity at the_'87 RRR, and 
possibly throughout the Earth First! in- 
vestigation. L i t tle is known about her, 
but she operated mostly in Tucson. 
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OK you asked for it, you got it. People seem to want the return of a "Dear Ned Ludd" type column, so here it is. But since we at the Journal 


to publish these ideas because we as EF! have an image to keep up, and furthermore, we have no intention of furthering the cause of 
monlseywrenchlng, because after all, without the law, where would we be? 

Anyway, this is your hig chance, send us some good stuff. 

BUT HEY! 

Please assume that your letter is not in safe hands, i.e„ treat your letter to us as you would, say, a letter to the FBI, Type it on a machine 
that cannot be traced to you or your ioved ones; no fingerprints; no Indications of who you might be. Because even though weal! know these 


and want macrobiotic, organic paint- 
bombs, use eggs. Peace a hole in the top 
and gently break away a small amount 
of the shell. Stir up the inside. Poke 
another hole in the same end about an 


scooping out a grapefruit, filling It 


sealing itanc 
Then SPLAT! 


Protesting MAXXAM on the East and West Coast: A day of 
Outrage 


Protest In Mill Valley 

By Laurie Sarachek 

Pacific Lumber, a subsidiary of Maxxam, 
reportedly closed its sales office in Mill Valley, 
CA, at noon Tuesday, August 27th, and sent all 
the employees home. . . and it wasn't because of a 
holiday! (At least that's what police told us. The 
doors to the building were locked with police 
guards out front, so we couldn't get in the check 
the validity of the story.) Rather than confronting 
activists at the 4 PM rally — part of the "Interna- 
tional Day of Outrage Against Maxxam" — they 
apparently took the easy way out. There was no 
civil disobedience and there were no arrests, yet 
we possibly succeeded in stopping business for 
half the day. 

During commute time, about 100 outraged 
activists were at the PL office, a prime location 
right next to the main highway just north of 
Golden Gate Bridge. We held large banners and 
many picket signs along the side of the freeway 
for all the commuters to read. The first banner 
read, "Save Ancient Redwoods," the second, "Keep 
Out Maxxam." The commuters showed their 
support with honks, cheers, raised EF!-style fists, 
and peace signs out the windows. Only a few 
yelled out negative responses. 

Highlights of the rally included guitar music 
and a skit. Props for the skit included stumps 


made of old lampshades, a cardboard coffin full 
of dead redwood slash from a clearcut in 
Mendocino County, cardboard chainsaws 
flaunting "MAXXAM $" across the blades, a huge 
junk bond, and trees, of course. The actors were 
recruited on-site. OK, so no one ever said EFIers 
have to be able to act. The EFiers in the skit were 
good enough to convince the loggers to stop 
cutting and even to hug the trees. 

We also read a copy of a telegram sent 
directly to Charlie Hurwitz, owner of Maxxam, 
by Dan Hamburg, a congressional candidate from 
the North Coast. Referring to Hurwitz's liquida- 
tion of the ancient redwoods to pay off junk 
bonds debts, Hamburg stated eloquently, "I am 
outraged that you so blithely gamble the future of 
our planet in order to hoist your corporate back- 
side out of financial quicksand. STOP!" 

The actual effectiveness of the rally in terms 
of raising public awareness of the issue and in- 
creasing pressure on California Governor Pete 
Wilson to purchase and protect PL's land was 
hindered by the continued press blackout we've 
experienced during most of Ecotopia Summer. 
However, judging by the turnout of activists, the 
responses from commuters, and the reported 
closing of PL's office, the rally was quite a success. 
Of course, the real success will come only when 
the ancient redwoods stop falling and Hurwitz is 
put in jail! 


Striking Out 
At Disease Central 

On August 27, fifteen or so intrepid activ- 
ists converged outside the American Stock Ex- 
change, the capitalist bastion, Wall Street, USA. 
Their mission: an International Day of Outrage 
to raise awareness about MAXXAM's role in 
destroying redwoods and old-growth forest, 
not to mention its horrendous policy of liqui- 
dating worker pension plans to pay off the debt 
on the junk bonds that allowed Hurwitz and 
company to take over Pacific Lumber in the 
first place. 

After walking downtown from 
Wetlands(an EF! nightclub) to the financial 
district, pasting stickers reading "MAXXAM is 
clearcutting the last of America's old-growth 
virgin forests to pay off junk bonds" on light 
poles, this small but hearty band of activists 
took up positions on either side of the street in 
front of the exchange and chanted, gaining the 
attention of a significant number of traders, 
brokers, exchange employees and passers-by. 

The last time EF! protested outside of the 
AMEX, MAXXAM stock broke the low price for 
the year and then continued downward by 
20% of tis total value, before eventually re- 
covering. Of course, we can't claim all the 
credit for this significant dip, but we are anx- 
iously waiting to see where MAXXAM stock 
will be trading at the end of the week. Someone 
raised the idea that we should take up a col- 
lection before our next protest and sell some 
shares of MAXXAM short ourselves. Who 
knows — maybe we'll be able to afford more 
fliers and stickers at Hurwitz and company's 
expense if we manage to make a successful 
trade! 

Special mention should go to the dedicated 
folks at the store "Human-i-tees, " without whom 
this protest never would have come off. 

SOURCE: RUSS WEISS 



Bay Area EFiers convince wayward MAXXAM logger to cut down junk bonds, not redwoods 
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Dreaming, and Buying Back 
The Prairie: The Waterman Creek Project 


Playing the System's Game for 
Fun and Biodiversity: 

Multiple Species Listings 


By Quercus 

The San Diego Biodiversity 
Project was formed in 1989 with the 
idea of bringing Southern 
California's drastic loss of species 
diversity into the public eye. The 
first and ongoing project of the 
group was to petition and pressure 
the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service to list as Endangered over 
one-hundred San Diego County 
species. Although no decisions have 
been handed down by the Feds ( it 
takes a minimum of two years to get 
a species listed, if you're lucky), pe- 
titions have ben submitted for 
eighteen species. This number in- 
cludes twelve plants, two birds, and 
four butterflies. In the process of 
petitioning for these critters, we 
went through a lot of "learning the 
ropes" of the whole bureaucratic 
(see "fucked") system. So, read on if 
you're interested in protecting the 
rare ecosystems near your home 
through the listing of endangered 
species. (This is the key; don't just 
petition for one or two birds or 
bugs, find as many as you can and 
throw them in the Interior 
Department's face. By petitioning 
for several species, you avoid the 
"it's just one owl that won't com- 
promise with us workers" syn- 
drome). 

STEP 1 (Getting the Information) 

This step is going to be differ- 
ent for people in rural or urban 
areas. If you live in a rural area, the 
main agencies you are going to be 
dealing with are the US Forest Ser- 
vice, the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment (BLM), and the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS). First step; 
write your Regional Director 
(USFWS) and request a copy of their 
Candidate 1 and 2 species lists. 
Candidate 1 designation is given to 
a species when the "Service" has 
enough information on file to sup- 
port a listing. Candidate 2 designa- 
tion is given to a species when the 
"Service" needs further information 
to support a listing. Usually, a spe- 
cies is designated as Candidate 1 
after someone has petitioned for its 
listing as Threaten ed or Endangered. 
If the species is a plant and it's a 
Candidate 1, it was probably part of 
a 1975 Smithsonian report on En- 
* dangered plants of the U.S. that was 
accepted by the USFWS as a peti- 
tion. (San Diego County has a bunch 
of these Candidate 1 plants peti- 
tioned for in 1975 that STILL aren't 
listed). So basically, you will prob- 
ably focus on Candidate 2 species. 

After you get your list from the 
USFWS, request sensitive species lists 
from the Forest Service and the BLM 
in your area. Compare lists, and 
then talk to BLM and Forest Service 
biologists to see what (if anything) 
is being done to protect these species. 
Many times these folks will give you 
info on the sly. If you find instances 
(and you will) where a change in the 
historical policy of whichever local 
agency would protect the species in 
question, write and demand that 
those cows (for example) are re- 
moved from that sensitive meadow. 
Make sure you threaten them with a 


promise to petition for that species' 
Threatened or Endangered listing if 
you don't get a response, and in the 
same breath, petition for that critter 
anyway. You'll get a lot more le- 
verage in future dealings with that 
agency. 

If you live somewhat near an 
urban center, visit your local Natu- 
ral History Museum or University, 
and talk to folks in the different 
departments (i.e. Mammals, Insects, 
Plants, Reptiles, etc...) and get the 
experts' opinion on what species 
they feel deserve listing as Threat- 
ened or Endangered. These people 
will often times give a lot of excuses 
as to why they haven't petitioned 
for these species themselves (their 
jobs, kids at home, real tear-jerkers). 
Call them on this. Ask them to do 
the information gathering and peti- 
tion write-up, and then sign your 
name to it. We've done this with a 
couple of species in San Diego. Try 
to milk them for as much help as 
possible. Anyway, after you've got 
your master Endangered Species 
Wish List, you're ready to petition. 
STEP 2 (Petitioning) 

First off, a petition to list a 
species as Threatened or Endangered 
isn't a piece of paper with a bunch of 
people's signatures as support. It's a 
detailed status report on the species 
in question. Something that you 
might try is simply writing to the 
USFWS in your region and state that 
"This is a petition to list (write in the 
species on your master list) as 
(Threatened or Endangered) under 
Section 4(B) of the Endangered 
Species Act." If you feel that the 
critter is definitely threatened with 
extinction REAL soon, and can prove 
it, demand Emergency Endangered 
status. This may gain protection for 
the species until it is formally listed 
(many months down the line). In 
your petition letter, explain that 
more information will be sent along 
to USFWS as you dig it up. This way 
the wheels are rolling as you do your 
research. It doesn't hurt to get some 
"experts" to sign on to your petition 
to give it a little extra weight. (Fora 
copy of a petition to use as an ex- 
ample in the creation of your own, 
write the San Diego Biodiversity 
Project at P.O. Box 1944, Julian, CA 
92036. Send some bucks to cover 
copies and time.) 

Now, ride their ass to make 
sure they don't forget about these 
critters and beasts. Call the press 
and try to get them to do a story on 
the habitats you're trying to protect. 
Try not to talk too much about each 
individual species. Make sure you 
blather about how it's the whole 
SYSTEM you are trying to protect, 
and how the species are just a tool. 
Organize demonstrations at the lo- 
cal headquarters of the USFWS, 
Forest Service, or BLM to put the 
pressure on for their past ignorance 
of sensitive species in your area. 
Make sure you have fun, 'cause hey, 
you're working in the system!! 
ed. note: If you would like more infor- 
mation on the listing process, contact 


By Hal Rowe, Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

Less than 1% remains of the 
tallgrass prairie that once extended 
from Manitoba to Texas and from 
eastern Nebraska to Indiana. Rows 
of monocultured corn and soybeans 
stand where once there was the 
biodiversity of 30 or more grasses, 
250 herbs, a dozen species of small 
mammals, over 20 species of birds, 
hundreds of in vertabreate ematodes, 
bacteria, lichen and mosses, herds 
of bison and elk and the carnivores 
that preyed on them. 

There is no national park 
dedicated to the tallgrass prarie. The 
prairie that remains is in fragmented 
remnants in moist pastures, hills to 
steep to plow and along railroad 
right of ways and these are suffering 
from the invasion of foreign plant 
species, farm chemical drift and 
eroded soils. The prairie's natural 
defense — fire, exists only in areas 
managed by humans. The largest 
protected area in Iowa is a mere 240 
acres. 

Due to constant public pressure 
on the issue, the Natural Resource 
Commission of the Department of 
Natural Resources is planning the 
Waterman Creek Project in north- 
west Iowa. They plan to purchase 
and protect 4700 acres along the 
Little Sioux River and its tributary, 
Waterman Creek. The area contains 
native prairies and such rare plants 
and wooly milkweed, prairie 
moonwort, small which ladies slip- 
per, Pennsylvania cinqefoil, needle 
and threadgrass and biscuitroot. 

The land for the Waterman 
Creek Project would be purchased 
over the next 15 to 20 years from 


On Tuesday, August 20, Earth 
Firstlers prevented the NY Depart- 
ment of Environmental Conserva- 
tion (DEC) from poisoning Little 
Green Pond, one of the last remain- 
ing natural pond ecosystems in the 
Adirondacks. Donned in vacation 
swim wear with zinc oxide on their 
noses, vacationing Earth Firstlers 
occuppied the pond, riding inflat- 
able whales, sharks, and alligators 
from dawn until the DEC left the 
site. 

The DEC returned two days 
later to find the pond already occu- 
pied. This time they were joined by 
over 30 NY DEC Police, 15 Park 
Rangers, ten State Troopers, and six 
undercover agents, who all pulled 
up simultaneously in black Buick 
sedans and pastel leisure suits, were 
on hand to make sure the two Earth 
Firstlers did not halt the planned 
poisoning of little Green Pond. The 
media was also present in full force. 

The two Earth Firstlers were 
chased by DEC Cops around the 
pond for half an hour before being 
pulled into the DEC boats. The 
Earth Firstlers were arrested on 
charges of tresspassing and set free 
after paying $250 in combined fines. 
After the activists were removed 
from the pond, the DEC dumped in 
the biocide, but the two day delay 


willing sellers using funds from the 
Resource Enhancement and Protec- 
tion Program's Open Spaces grant 
which receives its funding from the 
Iowa lottery. 

The Natural Resource Com- 
mission is already hearing negative 
comments from local businesses and 
tenant farmers who fear the loss of 
rented land or property tax base, 
although the state will pay property 
tax on the land. 

The Natural Resources Com- 
mission will be discussing the 
Waterman Creek Project during their 
October meeting. They need to hear 
that there is vast grassroots support 
for the preservation of tallgrass 
prairie. 

What you can do: 

1. Write to the Natural Resource 
Commission and urge them to ap- 
prove the complete 4700 acre pro- 
posal. Make sure they get your letter 
by October 1. One letter to them 
will reach all Commission members. 

Iowa Natural Resource Com- 
mission 

c/o Iowa Dept, of Natural Re- 
sources 

Wallace Building 

Des Moines, Iowa 50319-0034 

2. Write the governor of Iowa and 
tell him you support the project. 

The Honorable Terry Branstad 

Governor of Iowa 

State Capitol Building 

Des Moines, IA 50319 

3. If you are from out of the state, let 
them know that this park would be 
a reason for you to come and visit 
Iowa. 


cost them almost $100,000. 

The New York DEC regularly 
uses Rotenone to kill all native fish, 
nematodes and insects in the pond. 
Then they stock the pond with 
hatchery fish so they can sell fishing 
licenses, the profits from which go 
directly to the salaries of DEC em- 
ployees. 

The pond wrecklamation was 
not only a violation of nature, it 
also violated an agreement signed 
by the DEC with the environmental 
community. Legal Action for Ani- 
mals filed a lawsuit earlier this 
summer against DEC in order to put 
an end to the pond reclamation 
program. The Judge presiding over 
the case filed an injunction ordering 
DEC to halt any further projects 
until the case was decided. When 
the presiding judge went away on 
vacation, the DEC demanded 
emergency permission to "reclaim" 
the pond. 

"Its a tragedy that we lost this 
pond" said Buck Young, of 
Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, 
"But this will be the last pond 
poisoning that takes place in the 
park. We've gotten the word 
out, and we'll made it financially 
unfeasable for them to continue 
their ecocidal program." 
SOURCE: ECONET 
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Lounging for Biodiversity 
On Little Green Pond 



More Shit fer Brains... 


Dear Shit Fer Brains, 

Lone Wolf's thoughts on har- 
mony (Litha '91) were useful, but the 
suggestion that vegetarianism seems 
peaceful because we can't hear veg- 
etables scream is bunk. 

Vegetarians hear the screams of 
native animals gunned and poisoned 
and driven off to make way for live- 
stock. About two — thirds of all agricul- 
tural land in the U.S. is used for grazing 
and feed to support our meat habit. The 
acreage that will feed one average 
American a meat and dairy -based diet 
will feed twenty strict vegetarians. 

Vegetarians hear the screams of 
drowned, dammed valleys and wild 
rivers diverted for irrigation until they 
no longer reach the sea. Meat produc- 
tion uses over half of our fresh water. 

Vegetarians hear the screams of 
dying storks and turtles and otters and 
fish. Eights' percent of the organic water 
pollution in our country is caused by 
the livestock industry. 

Vegetarians hear the screams of 
oiled birds and ocean mammals de- 
stroyed by tanker spills. Flesh produc- 
tion uses more energy than we import 
each year. Look into the coolers and 
freezers at the supermarket to see why 
we need refrigeration. 

And refrigerators will tell you why 
vegetarians can hear the screams of the 
entire antarctic ecosystem which is be- 
ing exposed to radiation from a growing 
ozone hole. Styrofoam is a problem, 
sure, but most CFC's are from cooling 
units. 

Vegetarians can hear the screams 
of whales and sea turtles, too. Our 
fishing fleets are wiping out our broth- 
ers and sisters in the sea. 

Next to childlessness, there is no 
greater personal decision you cart make 
to put the earth first than vegetarian- 
ism. EFIers who still eat flesh are doing 
more damage with their forks than they 
can possibly undo with spikes. 

The one saving grace of a meat and 
dairy-based diet, for you serious radi- 
cals, is that they seem to cause the 
diseases most Americans die of. Kind of 
a slow suicide for those who want to get 
out of the earth’s way. 

— Cecil L. BOTHWELL III, Black Mountain, NC 

Dear Earth First! (S.F.B.), 

Since my previous letter in re- 
sponse to a vegetarian article in Earth 
First! journal was much too long, I wish 
to substitute a shorter letter which I 
wrote to a local newspaper under simi- 
lar circumstances: 

In response to (fill in the 

author of the letter or article), who ad- 
vocates vegetarianism as a solution to 
our ecological problems: I eat meat and 
I do not think "animals have no rights.” 
They should have the same rights we 
should grant to vegetables and fruits, 
namely that they should be raised in a 
more conscious manner, not factory- 
farmed by large corporations. Veg- 
etables and animals should be organi- 
cally grown. 

worries that our "counter- 
survival habits" (of eating meat) will set 
back the human race. I worry that 
vegetarians, by going backward to the 
eating habits of the apes, will lose much 
of their ability to reason and solve 
problems by clear, logical thinking. 
Most vegetarians simply substitute 
cheese for meat which should increase 
their DDT and pesticide levels, since 
beef, cheese and butter are the highest 
of all foods tested for chemical toxins. 
falsely blames "animal agricul- 
ture" for water pollution, topsoil ero- 
sion and rainforest destruction. But this 
is mostly due to our non-sustainable 
cultural dependence upon dairy prod- 
ucts, which is a real problem for most 
vegetarians as much as it is the problem 
of the un-socially-conscious "carni- 
vores" who still eat beef. Whoever heard 


of turkeys, fish and pigs causing 
rainforest destruction and soil erosion? 
Pigs only cause pollution when factory- 
farms cause pollution. 

Vegetarians fail again in their 
ecological thinking when they say that 
grain we feed to animals for their meat 
could feed 10 times as many people. 
Well, who wants ten times as many 
people as there are now? Apparently it 
is only vegetarians who want that, for 
they don't think about the ecological 
destruction a population increase of 
that amount would cause to the earth. 
Apparently, as long as everyone is 
"vegetarian," all problems will be magi- 
cally solved! This is cult thinking to my 
mind. 

CAN take responsibility 

however by only telling meat eaters to 
give up BEEF and their dependence on 
dairy products as there ARE better 
sources of calcium, and dairy products 
are unnecessary for adults (and children 

who are weaned). CAN tell 

vegetarians to give up cheese from 

cows. Maybe it would be best if 

gave up vegetarianism her/himself or 
stop putting his/her own "spin" or 
disinformation out on the hard ecologi- 
cal truths. (End of letter) 

I don't eat cheese or beef and the 
reason is because of rainforest destruc- 
tion. Also to PUBLICIZE that these CAN 
be avoided and should be avoided I will 
do everything I can to educate others to 
do the same. I am careful about which 
tuna I eat too but for a different reason, 
the protection of an animal with a con- 
scious awareness like a human or an 
ape. Another thing I do and we all can 
do is to walk out on any party or group 
of friends who sit together and eat cow 
cheese! I do not eat goat cheese myself 
because I know that even the word 
"cheesy" and "cheeseater" has a nega- 
tive meaning, the same negative 
meaning in English and Chinese! But I 
don't care if other people want to eat 
goat cheese because that shows me they 
are becoming aware of the cow problem 
and are willing to spend more to do 
something about it! I also do not get 
upset when people want to eat beef on 
rare, once a year occasions for ritual or 
ceremonial purposes (like the Yaqui 
Indian ritual). I hope someday to see 
non-cheese and beef restaurants as 
there are now non-smoking restau- 
rants. 

—The Cow Killer 

Dear Editorial Collective, 

Noting the success of Lighthawk 
in showing aerial views of ravaged wil- 
derness or places in need of saving to 
curious fliers I wonder if something 
similar has been tried on land. 

The tactic would be to simply di- 
rect, or drive, tourists, journalists, po- 
litical types or anyone interested to se- 
lect spots where some horror or other is 
visible. This could be done by simply 
standing out on some main road with 
signs saying "See your tax dollars at 
work" or "This way to the nearest 
clearcut (or whatnot) in nine counties." 
Whatever fits. 

Those who stop to follow up could 
be handed inexpensive xeroxed maps 
and explanations and any kind of per- 
tinent info to let them know what the 
deal is. If the route is complicated there 
might be small directional signs or 
marks located where needed en-route. 
Care should be taken that enemies 
don't play games with these directional 
clues and that travelers aren't sent into 
off-road situations where they could get 
stuck or where trespassing laws might 
get them. They should at least be clearly 
warned that it is up to them to make the 
decision to take chancy roads. If it is a 
route on a regular highway then no 
problem. 

This action has several advan- 
tages: it is cheap. Just some signs and 


some information (which could be 
high quality, with photos even, if funds 
are available) are all that is needed. 

It is a way for folks to meet EFIers 
to maybe lose their prejudices about 
them. 

It's a way for some less active ac- 
tivists to get their feet wet without being 
illegal. 

It’s legal, if done without tres- 
passing or blocking traffic or violating 
ordinances and all. This is of obvious 
PwR advantage. 

The main advantage, though, is 
that the hidden wreckage, be it 
clearcutting, mining, resort expansion, 
dumps or pollution will be exposed to 
whatever effect exposure may bring. 
One effect might be that more folks will 
question their Congressperson (give 
addresses, names) or if it is an official, he 
or she may change for the better. 

If someone is driven to a view- 
point instead of merely directed, there 
is a good chance to answer questions 
and elaborate on things. 

Lastly (I think) the very action 
itself may gain notoriety and expose 
ravages to more people. 

Good Luck. 

— Scavenger 


Dear Sabs: 

Just thought you might like to 
hear of a few independent efforts. Per- 
haps by the time we are through 
wreaking havoc the wilderness will 
creep out of the cracks to such an extent 
that there will be happy hunting tor all 
of us savages. I am a hunter, a blood- 
thirsty Pleistocene beast with a pri- 
mordial lust for flesh. All I need is wil- 
derness, a sharpened stick, and the 
heightened awareness that come with it 
to have a great day! The only deer I have 
ever killed was with a knife; all the rest 
is just good exercise. If everyone hunted 
with a sharpened stick then we could 
hunt all year long and hardly anything 
would die. Such methods give me a 
smug sense of superiority to the slob 
redneck hunters who overpopulate the 
woods of the deep south every fall. 
What delicious game to walk into the 
local bar and talk loudly of such ex- 
ploits, ridicule the local good old boys, 
force them to acknowledge the superior 
skills of a bespectacled hippie with an 
Earth First! teeshirt, then challenge 
them to a week naked in the wilderness 
if they dare! No one ever does. Since no 
conscientious conservationist would 
ever sanction the hunting of a top tro- 
phic level predator, there is no danger- 
ous game left except the hunter them- 
selves. Call it counting coup. So this is 
why I have so much admiration for you! 

I don't know how they do it in the 
west, but this is how they do it in the 
stunted pine plantations of Florida: All 
of the national forest lands here, as well 
as military bases and private tree farms 
are crisscrossed with a grid of dirt roads 
such that except in deep swamps no 
square larger than one square mile is 
allowed to exist. No one actually hunts 
in the sense of sneaking around in the 
woods, for the second growth scrub is 
much too thick, and besides, there 
might be snakes out there! (Actually, 
the snakes are all gone.) All obligate 
rednecks have a jacked up 4X4 with 
giant mud tires which lift the truck far 
above the ground. In the back is a metal 
dog box divided into two compart- 
ments which house the hounds during 
hunting season. During the rest of the 
year the compartments house two 
snarling pit bulls which try to tear the 
metal apart in an effort to tear each 
other apart. The vehicle is then parked 
in front of a bar and left on display while 
the dogs roast in the sun... But, back to 
the war zone. 

On top of the box is bolted an 
executive swivel chair painted camo. 
(Everything is painted camo.) The 


hunter himself is invariably a pot-bel- 
lied pig-eyed slob who lives in a trailer 
on a five acre mini ranchette with a 
satellite dish. He is dressed in a green 
camouflaged jumpsuit with an inter- 
national orange cap and vest as is re- 
quired by law. The dogs are released on 
one side of the square of the pine trees. 
The hunters drive to the dirt road on the 
other side. The oldest slob with the 
fattest ass sits in the swivel chair ten feet 
off the ground with a commanding 
view of the clearcut. His teenaged sons 
take up positions along the road about 
a hundred yards away. Any deer killed 
are killed as the dogs drive them across 
the road. The woods are absolutely 
saturated with dogs and hunters so the 
deer have to cross the road. Everything 
is going along fine until I come blasting 
along at high speed in my 4X4 with my 
horn blaring and a few dead dogs 
draped across my front bumper. The 
teenagers leap for their lives as 1 swerve 
violently in their direction and splatter 
mud all over their new 
cammiejammies. The old man gets the 
finger as I roar by. I am gone before he 
even has a chance to flick the safety on 
his rifle. Even though I don't own a gun 
and never have, everyone assumes that 
a maniac who behaves in this fashion is 
armed, drunken, and dangerous. All of 
this is true, I just don't use a gun. Not 
sporting you know. Would you chase a 
lunatic deep into the swamp just to 
have a gun battle? The average redneck 
prefers dishonor before death. Better to 
retire to the bar to brag about the big 
one that got away. All of this does little 
actual good. The forest is still getting 
subdivided, and the deer get run over by 
cars instead of getting shot. The only 
real benefit is that I get to talk to my 
friends about my hunting exploits and 
get a few more dog trophies for my skull 
collection. Still, it's a good feeling to 
hear the baying (whining) of the 
hounds and to have partaken in the 
primordial chase. Hail Diana, goddess 
of the hunt! 

My ex-wife Lemo was a brilliant 
artist who was known for her expertise 
in psychological warfare, so she took an 
approach to hunt sabbing that others 
may find to be somewhat more palat- 
able, depending upon their moral 
ethos. One day we were walking in the 
woods and chanced upon an obscure 
trail which led to an elaborate tree stand 
with a large plywood backrest. Always 
alert for a suitable canvas, she whipped 
out her felt tipped pen and went to 
work. An hour later she had created a 
work worthy of Da Vinci. The scene was 
rendered in minute and anatomically 
perfect detail. The hunter was holding 
the dead deer up by the tail while 
thrusting his penis into the buck's rec- 
tum. The caption read: "In case the 
deer's asshole is too small for a big man 
like you, you can always enlarge the 
hole with your twelve gauge." 

Happy hunting, 

— Sleazeweasel 


Dear Shit yer Brains, 

I have read in the Journal, com- 
ments by people who feel that it isn't 
right for some Earth Firstlers to be eat- 
ing hamburgers at a direct action or a 
rendezvous. 

Their point is taken; however, it is 
not possible for all Earth First! advocates 
to take the jump into vegetarianism. 

To resolve this problem I have 
come up with an idea for recycling the 
beef eater's diet! 

Also, the prototype illustrated [see 
Figure 1 on facing page] could be installed 
at the headquarters for the Cattleman’s 
Association, or at residences of their 
lobbyists in Washington. 

—Feral Child 

continued on next page 
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Dear EF! 

Heya Ho! Much respect for the 
sharing of truth and the honoring of the 
Great Mother. Also much respect for all 
the warriors who ennoble us with their 
courage in Her defense. 

I welcome Angus Murdoch's 
words on putting people on the land 
which is more than public, it is sacred. 
This is why we two-leggeds must save 
what we can and help to heal what we 
cannot. As he wisely points out, much 
work is needed if mature forest is to 
stand where the land is clearcut today. 

I would ask Brother Angus to 
consider my vision. 

I do not think we can relegate any 
responsibility to high school science 
students with cameras in particular, or 
public education in general. 

Five hundred years of re-growth, 
protected from further destruction can 
only be achieved by generations of 
Earth-honoring people on the land. Not 
visiting from a city in an oil-burning 
vehicle and returning to consumer so- 
ciety. 

Not living on the land produces 
the sickness of spirit that debases our 
tribes until we no longer see the wrong 
in raping our Mother for pieces of paper 
we deceive ourselves into thinking have 
value. 

Many of our tribes do these 
wrongs not knowing their wrongness. 
Not knowing there is another way. 

As many of us as can must stop 
supporting this sickness. We must show 
other there is another way. And we must 
do it soon. Dark times are coming, and 
the people will have to make choices, let 
us show them that there is truth in the 
land with our lives, lived in truth on the 
land. Mitakuye Oyasin, 

— Gregory Little Falcon 


climated me cheerfully to defeat. It has 
made me suspicious-of victory. I feel uneasy 
at the very idea of a Movement. I see every 
insight degenerating into a dogma, and 
fresh thoughts freezing into lifeless party 
line. Those who set out nobly to be their 
brother's keeper sometimes end up by be- 
coming his jailer. Every emancipation has 
in it the seeds of a new slavery and every 
truth easily becomes a lie. But these per- 
spectives, which seem so irrefutably clear 
from a pillar in the desert are worthless 
to those enmeshed in the crowded struggle. 

From: In Defense of the Campus 
Rebels, I.F. Stone's Weekly 5/19/1969. 

Keep up the good work! 

— 20th Century Man, Seattle 


Hey Simon, 

I commissioned that piece of art 
work you reprinted using the balloon as 
a title. EF! journal was going to publish 
it last year on the back cover of its April 
Fool issue but someone objected. 
Someone also objected at wetlands 
when I wanted to use it as a poster. 1 
paid an artist to illustrate a film project 
that never got off the ground about the 
First Earth Battalion, that new age army 
the military was planning during the 
Carter years. CBS/Paramount burned us 
by producing Earth Force , a pathetic 
imitation. 

It was a fresh idea back then. To- 
day with La Femme Nikita, Thelma & 
Louise and Linda Hamilton in Termi- 
nator 2 competing for the "facho" 
award of the year, if not a bit dated, it's 
lost much of its shock appeal. I would 
hate for people to think I inspired my- 
self from these projects. It's the other 
way around. 

I wanted to come up with a way to 
engage the heavy metal crowd into the 
environmental fight. That was back 
before MTV had decided to run 


this. She's trying to prevent it. It’s not 
an invitation to rape. That's your inter- 
pretation. There's a difference between 
wanting to plow a field and nuking it! 
The initial drawing had a nipple show- 
ing. I toned it down because 1 tried to 
have my cake and eat it too. Maybe 
she's been caught off guard answering 
nature’s call and that's why her belt is 
not buckled. Guys do it all the time. In 
some situations prudishness can get 
you killed. She’s not a whore, or if she 
is, not in any derogatory sense. Call her 
a sexual surrogate if you like, but like 
George Carlin, the word collateral 
damage doesn't sit well by me either. 

Leave people the right to fantasize. 
Pornography never led to violence. As 
a matter of fact is has been proven to 
dissipate the yearning. Maybe that's 
why such a case is made out of it, be- 
cause they would rather us make war 
than make love to preserve their impe- 
rial Monopoly game. Mem respond to 
visual stimuli. Women on the other 
hand are more responsive through 
touch and verbal contact. Do I go 
around trying to ban "romance novels" 
off the shelves? No! So let each gender 
have their own respective distractions. 
Androgyny is not a good idea. We're 
each trying to aspire to each other's 
ideals. That's evolution. 

By the way, for those of you who 
don't get offended by such biker phi- 
losophy, T-shirts are available. Send 
$12 to me: 

— REMY CHEVALIER, 2S Newtown Turnpike, 
Weston, CT 06883. 


Hey all you tree-hugging, flower- 
sniffing envirofreaks, 

Just when you thought eschewing 
Coors was good enough, another beer 
comes along with another unforgivable 
ethical violation. 


Dear Cranial Excrement, 

Folks, if the personal attacks fired 
back and forth in this space of late are 
not part of a COINTELPRO they might 
as well be. Could we please get back to 
focusing on what we CAN accomplish 
rather than continually harping on 
each other's imperfections? Fellow 
prisoners of the Urban Police State 
would do well to visit the local library 
and peruse The Age of Surveillance by 
Frank J. Donner (Alfred A. Knopf, 1980); 
a detailed history of COINTELPROs and 
other such government nastiness. 

All of us would do well to re- 
member the words of the late I.F. Stone: 

. Lifelong dissent has more than ac- 
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Greenpeace p.s.a.'s. What better way to 
draw their attention than a comic book 
heroine with attitude? Don't blame me 
for puberty libido! If people have a case 
of titphobia then don’t take them to see 
The Rocketeer. Robert Anton Wilson 
has written at length about this subject 
in Ishtar Rising. The fact that we can't 
stand abject sensuality anymore is as 
much a symptom of how screwed up 
we've become as a raped old growth 
forest. 

The planes, the bombs, the leaky 
drums are not her doing. Her stance is 
a response to the aggression. I think you 
missed that point in your description. 
She's not encouraging anybody to do 
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This time it’s ocean critters, ma- 
rine mammals, and the Sea World toxic 
marine zoos. And Sea World’s parent 
company is Anheuser-Busch. Zoos in 
general are a violation of the biocentric 
ethic of wild for its own sake: the oceans 
will miss the Seals, Sea Lions, Whales, 
and Dolphins, and the wild gentle 
mammals will never know the sea 
again. No more Jails for Whales! 

The worst violation of animal 
rights at Sea World — though this is 
strictly subjective — is the "petting 
pool". This is a small pool where dol- 
phins are kept for the touching and 
hand-feeding of Sea World visitors; it is 
small and shallow and the chlorine in 
these pools is 3 times that of other, less 
crowded, pools. 

This is hell for the Dolphins. 
They're fed unmonitored amounts of 
fish by visitors and are obscenely obese, 
often resembling Beluga Whales, hardly 
an accurate representation of their 
species. What's more, smaller or disad- 
vantaged Dolphins are abused and 
dominated by larger animals — this is 
what the marks on their sides are from. 
And those patrons with diseases can 
and do transmit illness to the mam- 
mals — mammals often chosen because 
they are judged to be less attractive or 
cooperative by the Sea World staff. Be- 
cause of the chlorine and the slapping 
action of water on the unshaded, 
bright-bottomed pool, the Dolphins are 
effectively blinded. Other violations 
include the brutal procurement of the 
mammals by Sea World — they net 
them, shocking their sonar mecha- 
nisms with "seal" bombs, in the process 
often killing them. They have killed 
Orcas in this manner, slit their bellies, 
and sunk them. 

This will not do. Will not be tol- 
erated. Set the Wildthings free! Never 
underestimate the effects of the atti- 
tudes suggested to the youth of our 
species by contemptuous places such as 
Sea World. It's a money-making prison 
for Anheuser-Busch & Co., and what is 
learned from them by the kiddies is 
often that the sea mammals, or any 
other wild thing, exist only for the 
amusement and gratification of homo 
disgustes. For the sea and the creatures 
that call it home, act now! 


Some suggestions: if in the area, 
visit Sea World, and see for yourself 
what goes on. Then demand your ad- 
mission fee back. Raise hell! 

Boycott all Anheuser-Busch prod- 
ucts, then write August Busch III at 1 
Busch Plaza, St. Louis, MO 63118, and 
let him know about it. Demand that the 
petting pool be shut down! Remember, 
this is the first step in shutting the 
amusement parks down for good. 

Help empower the good folks of 
the Dolphin Rescue Brigade wing of Sea 
Shepherd, POB 7000-S, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90277. 

Be creative. Stage a protest. Put 
the fear of Earth First! into Anheuser- 
Busch — for the Dolphins, Seals, and 
Whales, live free or die! 

— MC, Mon'ina 


Dear Collective: 

Here is a passage from John 
Steinbeck's Travels With Charley, In 
Search of America. Written in 1959, it is 
amazing that such a statement of vision 
and prophecy could have been born out 
of a time of such mass ignorance and 
societal bliss: 

"But now I have been through 
hundreds of towns and cities in every 
climate and against every scenery, and 
of course they are all different, and the 
people have points of difference, but in 
some ways they are alike. American 
cities are like badger holes, ringed with 
trash, all of them, surrounded by piles of 
wrecked and rusting automobiles, and 
almost smothered with rubbish. Ev- 
erything we use comes in boxes, car- 
tons, Dins, tne so-called packaging we 
love so much. The mountains of things 
we throw away are much greater than 
the things we use. In this, if in no other 
way, we can see the wild and reckless 
exuberance of our production, and 
waste seems to be the index. Driving 
along, I thought how in France or Italy 
every item of these thrown-out things 
would have been saved and used for 
some purpose. This is not said in criti- 
cism of one system or the other but I do 
wonder whether there will come a time 
when we can no longer afford our 
wastefulness — chemical wastes in the 
rivers, metal wastes everywhere, and 
atomic wastes buried deep in the earth 
or sunk in the sea. When an Indian 
village became too deep in its own filth, 
the inhabitants moved. And now, we 
have no place which to move to." 

The pathetic irony of this state- 
ment lies with the author himself. In 
the late 1950's, John Steinbeck went 
"searching for America." Thesewere his 
observations — the point is, do you 
think the situation has improved in 30 
years? 

Steinbeck touches on the problem 
when he discusses the "wild and reck- 
less exuberance of our production." He 
made the plight of the migrant and 
lower-class laborer his cause, and his 
disgust for exploitative capitalism (re- 
dundant phrase, huh?) was no secret. 
His pure love for Nature and the Sea 
dominates many of his novels. If any of 
you non-literate fools out there are 
searching for an honest critique of our 
"free"-market society written by a closet 
eco-defender, check out In Dubious 
Battle, byJohn-Steinbeck. 

— Ike The Lizard King 


Dear Pleistocene bigots, Earth Night 
action disturbers, cranial diarrhea, 
collective constipators, and all an- 
tagonists, 

I disagree with everything that 
Mike Stabler says. He should be banned 
from next year's RRR in Colorado even 
if he organizes it. And furthermore, I 
forgot. 

— ORIN LANGELLE, ex-something retired 


continued on page 33 
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LA EF! Wild Madison EF! 


Hope for 
Northwest 
Ancient 
Forests 

While destructive timber indus- 
try bills gain ground in Congress, there 
is a ray of hope. For the first time, the 
Senate is considering legislation that 
truly protects Pacific Northwest an- 
cient forests and provides an economic 
plan to aid displaced timber workers. 

Senator Brock Adams (D-WA) has 
introduced the Pacific Northwest 
Forest Community Recovery and 
Ecosystem Conservation Act of 1991, 
S.1536, which provides comprehen- 
sive safeguards for the entire old- 
growth ecosystem, protecting not just 
the endangered northern spotted owl, 
but all plants and animals dependent 


Joining in the International 
Day of Outrage EFlers in Los Angeles 
protesed outside the old MAXXAM 
building in West LA. They offered a 
bounty of $6,000 for the arrest and 
conviction of Chainsaw Charlie 
Hurwitz. 

The City Council just held a 
meeting with a company which is 
proposing to build a water pipeline 
from Alaska to LA for over $100 
billion. Of course, nobody on that 
Council would ever consider get- 
ting the water subsidies changed, or 
the possibility of eliminating water- 
intensive crop growing or (heaven 
forbid) reducing our addiction to 
animal parts as food (of course the 
main user of water is cattle.) 

Well, at least a little 
monkeywrenched spill won't do any 
damage to our oceans — they're just 
dyin' to keep us LA EFlers worthy of 
the name. Call if you want to get 
involved. (818) 906-6833 or write: 
LA Earth First! POB 4381 N Holly- 
wood, CA, 91617. 

— Laurie Salmonbird 


We're Back! 



A MESSAGE FOR 
THE BRREEDERS 

(with correct English, no less!) 

3” In Pink with Black Ink 
$2/roll for 10 stickers 
(include 29 cent SASE) 
$1.50/roll for 50 or more stickers 
checks payable and proceeds go to: 
Seattle EF! 

Box 60164 

Seattle, WA 98160-0164 


Rockies 

Ranchers React to Upper 
Ruby Allotment EIS 

The Upper Ruby grazing allot- 
ment (see Earth First! Brigid '91) has 
generated considerable controversy 
on overgrazing and riparian dam- 
age caused by cattle and sheep graz- 
ing. The allotment, located on the 
Sheridan District of the Beaverhead 
National Forest in southwestern 
Montana, has been featured in ar- 
ticles in the New York Times, High 
Country News, and other publica- 
tions. After proposing a 44% reduc- 
tion in AUMs as well as major in- 
vestment of taxpayer funds to cor- 
rect longstanding grazing damage, 
particularly in riparian areas, the 
livestock industry used its consider- 
able political pressure to get a spe- 
cial Section 8 review of the Draft 
EIS. The ranchers in the area were 
particularly aghast at the No Graz- 
ing alternative, which, among other 
things, concluded that elimination 
of livestock grazing altogether would 
provide the greatest net public 
benefit. Under provisions of Section 
8, outside review of the document is 
sought. 

After the Freddies released the 
Draft. EIS, animosity towards the 
Sheridan Ranger District staff grew 
so intense that District Ranger Ron 
Stellingwerf voluntarily transferred 
to a new position on a different 
Forest in May. Since then, the As- 
sistant District Ranger, George 
Weldon, has also transferred to a 
new position on a different Forest, 
and Range Technician Stephanie 
Wood, who had worked on the 
Upper Ruby allotment for nine years, 
was reassigned to other duties. There 
is now no one left on the Sheridan 
District working on the Upper Ruby 
allotment who was originally in- 
volved with the Draft EIS or associ- 
ated with the proposed changes. 
The new acting District Ranger, Mark 
Petroni (who is concurrently the 
adjacent Madison District Ranger), 
has a range background, is sympa- 
thetic to livestock interests, and is 
well-liked by the ranchers. 
—George Wuerthner 


A broad coalition of Madison, 
Wisconsin citizens, including ten 
neighborhood associations, The 
Grey Panthers, and Madison EF! 
have joined forces to oppose an 
aquatic complex which threatens 
to destroy the last patch of forest 
left near downtown Madison. 

The proposed aquatic complex 
would border Turville woods, its 
construction would cause the de- 
struction of at least 50 mature trees, 
and one to two hundred smaller 
trees. The city's plan has many en- 
vironmental and social flaws which 
have triggered the widespread resis- 
tance. 

Pool opponents, under the 
name of Turville Woods Coalition, 
have been circulating a petition for 
referendum which has city officials 
quite worried. The referendum, if 
approved by voters, would force 
the city to ask voters' permission 
before any large project could be 
started in any park bordering a 
navigable waterway. To date we 
have collected at least 10,500 signa- 
tures. 10,042 signature are needed 
to put the referendum on a ballot, 
so it looks as if we have won this 
round. Resistance to this develop- 
ment is strong throughout the city, 
and these woods will not be tam- 
pered with without a major fight. 



on this unique habitat. For example, 
Adams' ecosystem approach protects 
forests in California, Washington and 
Oregon that do not support spotted 
owls, but nevertheless are critical for 
sustaining high-quality spawning 
streams for Pacific Northwest salmon . 

Further, Adams' bill avoids the 
"fox guarding the henhouse" routine 
by giving Congress, not timber-hun- 
gry agencies such as the Bureau of 
Land Management or Forest Service, 
the authority to determine protection 
for a particular forest. 

One of the bill's strongest points 
is tnat it provides protection not just 
for ancient forests but for timber-de- 
pendent communities as well. Where 
logging is allowed to continue on 
public lands, the bill gives incentives 
to timber operators who process the 
logs domestically, providing jobs for 
American workers. The bill also estab- 
lishes transition work programs for 
displaced timber employees. 

Meanwhile, in the House, the 
Interior Subcommittee on National 
Parks and Public Lands is considering 
H.R. 1590, introduced by subcommit- 
tee chairman Bruce Vento (D-MN). 
The ancient forest bill neds to be 
strengthened with these amendments: 

* Congress must determine which 
forests receive protection 

* Logging would be prohibited in 
the interim between the bill's 
passage and implementation 

* All ancient forests, not just those 
in wilderness areas and 
parks, should be protected. 

Adams' bill marks a milestone in 
the push to preserve the last ancient 
forests of the Pacific Northwest and, if 
strengthened, the Vento bill can also 
provide a strong voice for protection. 
With your help, this could be the year 
we succeed in stopping the timber 
industry from destroying these cathe- 
dral forests. 

r-w What You CanDo: Youcanwrite 
/your senators, urging them to co- 
sponsor Senator Adam's bill, S.1536. 
You can write your representative, 
urging him or her to support inclu- 
sion of the above conditions in Vento's 
bill, H.R. 1590, at US Senate, Wash- 
ington, DC, 20510 or US House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC, 
20515. 

y —James Regan 
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Johnston Calls 
Petro-production 
Bill "Environ- 
mental Wish List" 

Senator Bennett Johnston (D- 
LA) took to the Senate floor recently, 
defending his "National Energy Se- 
curity Act," S. 1220, from attacks by 
collegues and pro-environment in- 
terest groups. 

"I ask those who are on the 
environmental side of the ledger to 
take a look at S.1220 because it is, in 
fact, an environmental wish list of 
those things that ought to be done," 
said Johnston, speaking before the 
Senate. But to environmentalists, 
the provisions of the National En- 
ergy Security Act read more like an 
environmental hit list. The bill 
would: 

* promote use of coal, which 
when burned, is one of the greatest 
contributors to global warming; 

* relax air pollution standards 
and environmental laws for coal- 
fired and hydroelectric power plants; 

* reassess moratoria on offshore 
drilling projects; and 

* limit citizen participation in 
nuclear plant licensing. 

Moreover, the centerpiece to S. 
1220 is a provision to allow oil and 
gas leasing in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge — the last remain- 
ing undisturbed arctic ecosystem in 
North America. Even if recoverable 
oil reserves exist there, the Interior 
Department estimates there are only 
3.2 billion recoverable barrels — a 
mere 200-day supply for the United 
States. 

Johnston admitted that open- 
ing up the Arctic Refuge wouldn't 
be a cure-all. "But gosh, if we have it, 
we ought to go see," he said. The bill 
contains no substantial conserva- 
tion provisions — it is aimed almost 
exclusively at encouraging greater 
energy production. 

Speaking against the bill, Sena- 
tor Richard Bryan (D-NV) said, "S. 
1220 does not address what should 
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On October 4-6, 1991 
join thousands of student 
environmental organizers at 
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Student Environmental 
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be our fundamental energy policy 
goals." Bryan, who supports stron- 
ger conservation measures, later said, 
"An improvement of 40 percent in 
the automobile fuel economy stan- 
dards will save America 25 percent 
of all the oil we are importing to- 
day." Said Glenn Sugameli, counsel 
for the National Wildlife 
Federation's Public Lands and En- 
ergy Division, "Senator Johnston's 
bill is a wish list all right — a wish list 
for the oil, gas, coal and nuclear 
industries." 

What You Can Do: You can 
help by writing your senators, urg- 
ing them to oppose S.1220. Also, 
ask them to support S. 279, Senator 
Richard Bryan's (D-NV) Motor Fuel 
Efficiency Act. U.S. Senate, Wash- 
ington, D.C. 20510 
— Robin Bonner, EnviroAction 

Timber Beast Eats 
Its Own Tail 

No longer content to rail at 
environmentalists and ravage the 
last few remaining acres of american 
roadless area, the Forest Service has 
turned upon itself. John Mumma, 
who heads the Region that includes 
Montana, northern Idaho, and the 
Dakotas, has turned in his resigna- 
tion rather than cave in to increased 
pressure from the Washington, DC 
office to get the cut out. 

Mumma had instructed the 
Forest Supervisors of Region One to 
modify and rerun the computer 
model upon which the Forest Ser- 
vice bases its timber killing levels. 
Since the model had been pre-pro- 
grammed to reject reasonable cut- 
ting levels, it had produced the ludi- 
crously high levels that the Freddies 
have been trying to maintain for 
the last several years. This time 
around, the model recommended 
decreasing the level of the cut by 
about 50% on most Region One 
Forests. That wasn't what the tim- 
ber industry and its buddies in the 
DC office wanted to hear, so the 
new recommendations were disap- 
peared and Mumma was invited to 
resign by Deputy Chief James 
Overbay and Associate Chief George 
Leonard. Rumor has it the our pal 
Dale Robertson (Mr. Chief himself) 
may be the next to go as the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture looks for some- 
one even more accommodating to 
the timber industry. 

Several Forest Supervisors, in- 
cluding Ernie Nunn of the Helena 
National Forest, have also tendered 
their resignations. Apparently, be- 
ing put out to pasture beats having 
to try to figure out how to cut down 
trees that aren't there. 

The Freddie purge has sparked 
considerable Congressional interest, 
and Congresspersons Miller and 
Sikorski have scheduled hearings in 
the interest of finding out just what 
the hell the Forest Service is up to 
this time. 

What You Can Do: Write to 
Overbay, Leonard and Robertson 
and tell them they should be firing 
Forest Supervisors for lousy land 
management, not for inability to 
produce trees out of thin air. Write 
them at the US Forest Service, POB 
96090, Wash, DC 20090-6090. 
—William Haskins 


Earth 

First! 

UK (£© 

Action... 

For any of you that didn't know, 
EF! has now hit the UK scene. We 
presently have an office in London 
which we're sharing with the Lon- 
don Rainforest Action Group, five 
groups around the country and 
scattered EFiers. We started EF!(UK) 
in a small town on the south coast 
called Hastings and carried out ac- 
tions against the local nukiller power 
plant, a local Earth rapist who was 
illegally tipping on ancient wood- 
land and various other ongoing 
constructions and so-called devel- 
opments. 

EF!(UK) really took off in early 
July with two UK EFIers taking part 
in a direct action against logging in 
Sarawak, Malaysia. It was then that 
we decided to get the office with 
LRAG and start doing our own ac- 
tions in London. From those 
actions we've had the first arrests 
for rainforest in the UK as well as 
worldwide media coverage for our 
activities over the G7 economic 
summit when we were joined by 
Bruno Manser. We've also had our 
first front page article from the 
nationals. 

The whole UK environmental 
scene is clearly lacking any groups 
with any backbone. Even David 
Bellamy (if any of you rednecks have 
heard of him) has said that he's fed 
up with existing green groups and 
their lack of backbone. Anyway lots 
of people are really enthusiastic 
about the concept of EF!(UK) and 
the radicalisation of the UK scene 
has now begun in earnest. EF! is 
slowly but surely finding its own 
style and identity in this country. 
New people are joining the move- 
ment by the day, several new groups 
are about to set up and we've been 
given an inflatable — so the possi- 
bilities are endless (well almost). 
With the Deep vs. Social ecology 
debate already alive in this country 
and unfortunately tending towards 
Social, we've got quite a lot of work 
to do in the UK philosophy-wise. 

I'd really like to see better net- 
working concerning EF! globally. 
With the Sarawak international ac- 
tion containing EFiers from the US, 
UK and Australia I think this is a real 
beginning. We're currently plan- 
ning a UK roadshow with Dana 
Lyons in December and maybe a 
European one with Darryl Cherney 
in January. What about the idea of 
global EF! actions — like a bigger 
version of Redwood Summer, eh? 
— Jason Torrance 


Fork 
AMEX 
Saga 

Continues... 

American Express has gone 
bankrupt!!! That statement is true 
enough for the short-term; the 
AMEX subsidiary Balcor is reorga- 
nizing and selling all assets! Balcor is 
the corporate partner in a horrible 
scheme to build a mega-ski resort in 
the East Fork Valley between two 
wilderness areas in Colorado, 
threating to squash hopes of griz 
and wolf reintroduction. What with 
karma and all, Balcor is going belly- 
up. It's highly likely that overpaid 
fatheads are scrambling to find a 
new sucker/investor, one who they 
hope hasn't heard of the hasslers 
EFiers have caused the developers/ 
rapists. 

Activists continue to agitate at 
the bureaucratic level for adequate 
wildlife studies, etc., but even find- 
ing the state-endangered lynx in 
East Fork hasn't slowed anything 
down. Don't let up your private 
encouragement campaign. AMEX 
needs to know that messing with 
wilderness yields nasty backlashes. 
Balcor has not yet sold or donated 
its interest in the project. Until East 
Fork is safe, PLEASE continue to pay 
attention and influence the corpo- 
rate greedheads in any way pos- 
sible. 

source: Mike Stabler 

Flambeau 

Still 

Flickers 

Protests are still going on 
against the Flambeau Copper Mine 
operation of the Kennecott Copper 
Company near Ladysmith, Wiscon- 
sin. The protesting is not organized 
and is somewhat sporadic, but is 
happening intermittently. Mean- 
while, the Midwest Sierra Club and 
the Lac Courte Oreilles band of the 
Lake Superior Ojibwa have filed a 
joint law suit against the State of 
Wisconsin. The EIS prepared by the 
state DNR was completely inad- 
equate, and even the DNR has been 
apologizing for the shoddy job. Of 
course, the DNR is stalling as long as 
it can before it does the required 
studies on endangered species. The 
Lac Courte Oreilles band seeks to 
protect its off-reservation treaty 
rights, amounting to an effort to 
save the endangered species in the 
area. The suit also seeks an injunc- 
tion to stop preparations for the 
mine site. Currently, there is a cy- 
clone fence around the site perim- 
eter and heavy equipment is on 
display all over; Kennecott is ready 
to rip things up. In fact, some higher- 
ups from Kennecott have been ru- 
mored to have been seen in 
Ladysmith; apparently Kennecott 
feels it has a "situation" with which 
it needs to deal. 

Source: Midwest Headwaters EF! 
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Feral Folks Forestall Foresters' Folly 


By Cam Walker, Melbourne EF! 

After a period of calm in regards to the logging of old growth forests in 
New South Wales (to avoid conservation becoming a difficult issue in the 
state elections,) Chaelundi is back in the news. The Forestry Commission 
of New south Wales (FCNSW) has charged back into this remnant forest 
(with the Police riding shotgun in the best Western movie tradition) to 
attempt completing its illegal road and begin logging operations in three 
compartments. A sizable force stands in its way. 

Chaelundi is located adjacent to the Guy Fawkes River National Park in 
northeastern NSW (roughly 90 km northwest from Coffs Harbour.) The area 
is part of a nominated wilderness area (originally identified in 1976) and the 
National Parks and Wildlife Service is still completing its assessment of 
wilderness values under the Wilderness Act, and will be reporting to the 
Minister for the Environment by the end of this year. However, if the 
FCNSW is allowed to carry out its plans for roading and logging, there won't 
be any "wilderness qualities" to protect. 

Chaelundi is a prime old growth forest composed of tall, open forests 
of New England blackbutt, silvertop stringybark and tallowwood. Some 
trees are up to 600 years old. Scattered in the gullies and on some ridges are 
pockets of stunning cool subtropical rainforest. Chaelundi is also signifi- 
cant as it may contain the highest density of arboreal mammals in NSW. 
One study report states that "the mean density of arboreal mammals per 
kilometre. . . was 44." The highest reported density in Victoria is 28 /km; the 
previous highest record in NSW was 30/km. The area is rich not only in 
individual animals but also in number of species. The yellow-bellied glider, 
squirrel glider, rufous bettong, long-nosed potoroo and Basings River mouse 
are some of the mammals that live in these forests. This population also 
supports an array of predators such as the powerful, masked and sooty owls, 
and the spotted-tailed quoll. These latter four species are all under threat of 
extinction. A number of other threatened species exist in Chaelundi's 
forests including birds, reptiles, and amphibians. 

Tall old growth forests are poorly represented in reserves (being too 
"important" to waste on conservation). Only a fraction of the original old 
growth of NSW remains (between 3.5 and 4%). Chaelundi only covers an 
area of around 7,000 hectares, and becomes increasingly important as other 
remnants of old growth disappear. It has important wilderness values, and 
is being considered for inclusion in the proposed 113,000 hectare Guy 
Fawkes River Wilderness Area. There are also aboriginal graves within the 
areas earmarked for logging — an area of concern that needs to be addressed 
properly by the Greens as well as the Forestry. 

In March 1990, a six-day blockade successfully kept a FCNSW bulldozer 
from continuing a logging road into the heart of the forest. When it became 
apparent that the FCNSW was going to move into the forest again, the North 
East Forest Alliance (NEFA) felt compelled to establish a new blockade, 
which was set up on the 2nd of April this year. 

On the 23rd of July, the FCNSW, escorted by about 40 police, started 
clearing what the police referred to as a "public road." They weren't 


Ned makes a stand at a grader. 


interested in the fact that the road was illegal, and about 100 arrests were 
made in the first eight days until the FCNSW "closed" the forest, making it 
an offence for people to remain in Chaelundi. The spirited and determined 
defense (with up to 120 people on the blockade at one time) included 
innumerable obstructions on the road. Tactics included car blockades, 
teepees and tripods with people perched up to 40 feet off the ground, large 
drainpipes dug into the road with activists chained inside, rock walls, and 
occupation of equipment such as graders and bulldozers. Despite trying 
conditions and the desperate nature of the situation, all protests have been 
non-violent. The determination and bravery of those at the blockades has 
been inspiring. Local residents from all over the north coast have answered 
the call for help and new people are appearing to replace those who have to 
leave. 

The Earth First! presence has been very noticeable, both visibly (in 
terms of banners) and also in terms of tactics. These north coast folk are a 
wild and unruly lot, and the Wilderness Society style blockades with central 
hierarchies and a narrow definition of Non-Violent Action just wouldn't 
work here. This has been an amazing struggle by a local community to 
defend its life zone (some people having spent months in the forest), and 
should act as inspiration for future actions. 

On the 1st of August, when the forest was closed, the blockade moved 
to a bridge at Dalmorton, about 30 km from the original base camp. Last 
time the FCNSW used this tactic to quell legitimate protest, the people 
charged with being in a"prohibited" forest had their charges dropped (when 
they appealed) on the grounds that it was unlawful for the NSW Forestry 
Commission to close the forest to facilitate an unlawful logging operation! 
That they are using this law again shows how desperate the situation is for 
them as public opinion is demanding protection of old growth forests. 

Over the weekend of the 3rd and 4th of August, protestors returned to 
the "closed" forest in order to supply the camp that remained in the nearby 
Guy Fawkes National Park. The FCNSW bulldozer and grader that remained 
in the forest are doing horrific damage. Apart from the new base camp at 
Dalmorton, many protestors have "gone feral" within the forest in order to 
carry out harassment of police and forestry operations. 

"We will blockade any illegal operations within the forest, forcing more 
arrests and confrontation," was the word from a NEFA spokesperson. "We 
are not going to give in and go away!" 

What You Can Do; 

Get involved! 

‘Write to Nick Greiner, Premier, Parliament House, Sydney, 2000, 
NSW, asking him to cancel the proposals to log such a significant forest. 

‘Send donations to NEFA (c/o Big Scrub Environment Centre, 88a Keen 
St., Lismore, 2480, NSW) 

‘Join the blockade. Contact NEFA on (066) 213278 


Tubular Dude at Bart Camp 
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Arizona Conspiracy Trial Ends In Plea Bargain 


BY KAREN PICKETT hand, in a spectacular arrest scene involving heavily 

A couple of figures trudged up the long trail ^ armed FBI SWAT commandos in May of '89. 
towards the San Francisco Peaks on a chilly night in The new charges are as follows: Mark Davis pled 

early October, 1987. Though this trail would eventu- to the most serious charge, malicious destruction of 
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ally lead to a wilderness area, and these travellers were 
certainly nature enthusiasts, it was not the designated 
wilderness area containing Arizona's highest peaks 
where they were headed. They were not visiting the 
venerable Bristlecone pines; they were not there to feel 
the presence of the wild ones: the spotted owl, the 
bear, the goshawk in this place, the only alpine tundra 


/property. Peg Millett pled to aiding and abetting 
/' destruction of property; under sentencing guidelines, 
‘ the maximum sentence for those two is ten years plus 
v " > possible restitution and/or $250,000 in fines. Marc 
Baker and Use Asplund pled to knowledge of and 
failure to report a felony (called misprision), carrying 
r/ maximum possible sentences of three years plus the 
in Arizona. Not this time. This night they had a very -SStsame restitution and fines. Dave F ore man pled to 
specific mission, directed at the aberration on the Vi conspiracy to commit pr operty damage, the maxi- 
peaks. A ski development, grandfathered in via an old 


Forest Service permit when the Peaks area became 
wilderness was now a lucrative corporate venture in an 
inholding in the wilderness. It had started out as a 
small ski area, but in 1979, "improvements" were 
approved to increase the skier capacity nearly six fold, 
involving the clearing of a stand of old growth and a 
serious _com promise of the fragile topsoil of the high 
^peak&JTheincreased development ranroughshod not I 
only over 'the forest and its inhabitants, but also over 
t native people in northeastern Arizona, who have long 
; considered the peaks a sacred place. The Hopi say they 
| were the first humans to inhabit this janri , and the Sag 
/Francisco Peaks are their temple./They ha ve been 
\ .dire cted by their K achin as who hve tKerejto keep the 
I piountains undefiled by destru cti on. ?The Na vajo als o 
revere thefflountlin, regarding, jt as the plac e of th eir 
origin T fielndian tribes have fought the. ski, facility 
"ever since i t became a for-profit business. This the y 

the temple. " Their oppositi on did not stop i ri-1 . 

£7 But som etimes there ar e other ways to counter 
, defiteipent of~~sacffrd places , and of precious intact 
, j ecosystems byfhe'destructive machinery of greed. It 
' was thus that the hikers came to be on the trail up to 
the Peaks. It was a quiet night; the ski area, known as 
Fairfield Snowbowl, was shut down for the season. The 


mum possible se ntenc e bein g five veafTalsb wIth'' a 
possible $250.000 fine. T his plea bargain was, 5y 
requirement of the court, a package deal. All five or 
none. One defendant couldn't bail from the agree- 
ment nor could one agree to accept it while the others 
went on with the trial. They reached a consensus 
decision to accept it in cooperative (and, one would 
imagine, excruciating) discussions. 

When I shared the news of the plea bargain deal 


metal for cutting torch practice. He tried to involve 
Millett, then Davis, by convincing them to be look- 
outs, suggesting he could do the raid himself — he'd 
found the place, located the metal, had the tools to 
break in, but by making sure one of the activists was 
there, they would be implicated and one more piece of 
the government's puzzle would be in place. 

The 'defenje, too, /had much to fear from Fain's 
perform ance on t he stand/ Although the defense 
attorneys had done a superb job of discrediting Frazier 
via exposure of extensive dmg use, an immunity deal 
cut with the feds and county, the de facto brainwashing 
session with a hypnotist and the FBI two months into 
his FBI employ, and his personal motives, it might be 
different with Fain. One of the defendants told me her 
impression of Fain was that he was like Mike Roof 
(head of the FBI's SWAT team, a Darth Vader type) and 
she suspected he would be fairly impenetrable. Be- 
sides, he had recorded brainstorming sessions wherein 
some wild ideas po pped out of people's mouths; Tie 
had recorded enthusiastic responses to scenarios h e 
was suggesting from people trying to be a friend to him 


with a relative in the east, who is not in environmental 
or political circles, I answered her questions about the f ..donver sation s/chopped and edited and* pre sented to 
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an^lef hilll^|eel part oFTKe group. ^Some of these' 

’ ’ rd pre 


Snowbowl action: No, there was no one hurt, no threat 
at all to safety of people or other species for that matter; 
it just cost a big corporation a lot of hassle and money. 
"You mean THAT’S what thiswas all about?!" shesaid, 
incredulous. Well, it's not that simple. The damage at 
Snowbowl is not all the FBI’s campaign or the court 
case is about. Despite the allegation of chief prosecutor 
Roslyn Moore-Silver at the onset of the trial that theirs 
was a "simple case" and they would easily prove what 
they called "terrorist acthdtYdl the case has b een any - 
thi ng but simple an d- they certainly have not proved 
(their allegations of terrorising XndTf they hadYeally 
wanted to prevent property damage, as they said, they 
probably could have arrested people for the Snowbowl 
I action and prevented some of the subsequent actions 
many, many months before they moved in. But their 


ta lly out of co ntext/to a conservative jury (whom, you 
canbef,“ddes'wT - ehgage in brainstorming sessions in ■ 
their living rooms re: how to stop the destroyers of the ^ 
planet) could be twisted to appear to support thp 
governmen?s.ciajjn ofte rronim i/Thev~understood the s, 
game they were playing and they were playing 
hardball. 

Who Benefits, Who Loses? 

What, then, does this plea bargain deal offer, to 
eith er side? Since we will never know what would have 
happened if the case had gone to the jury, much is up 
for speculation. The deal offers resolution harsher 
than acquittal, harsher than a hung jury, but consider- 
ably lighter sentencing possibilities than if the defen- 
dants had been convicted of even half of what they 
were originally charged with. Would the government 



was forced to report over and over). It suggested that 
Fairfield Corp., who had plans of further expansion 
into condominium development, might do well to 
"chain the Fairfield CEO to a tree at the 10,000 ft. level 
and feed him shrubs and roots until he understands 
the suicidal folly of treatin g the planet p rim arily as a 
tooLfor making mo ney." F urther, the EMETIC rggre-”' > 
/sentative proposed detente. ^Fairfield, she said, "s hou ld 
j stop its pla ns for growth an d c onsu lt wit h appropria te 
I splrttnaTaut Eorities on the Navaio_an d Hopi reserva - 
j rioris'an Jligree not to operate at all on the days of/ 
( greatest "religious significance// . It would be easier, 
"after all/ lfehvfros like EMETIC didn't have to spend 
their time opposing blights on the earth like 
Snowbowl. "It is colder than a Brace Babbitt speech 
crawling around that mountain at night," wrote the 
EMETICer, "and all of us would prefer to return to our 
usual nocturnal diversion of pursuing meaningless 
relations in sleazy, but warm, bars. If our compromise 
is accepted," the letter went on, "Fairfield should place 
a small ad in the classified personals saying 'Uncle.' 
Otherwise, better hire more security, "c The Snowbowl 
owners responded by offering a $25,000 reward for 
information leading to the arrest and prosecution of 
EMETICers. Several people are now vying for that very 
reward. ) 

Plea Bargain Ends Trial 

■j.. Although I don't quite believe the/FBI'y conten- 
tfori that the genesis of their investigation of Ea rth 
First! occurred when an Arizonan who had been in- 
volved in th e planning of this nighttime hike offered 
his services to the Bureau as an informed, this incident 
represents a sort of coming Full circle in the Arizona 5 
Conspiracy trial. After two months of dramatic testi- 
mony, the trial came to an abrupt halt on August 13 
when the five defendants stunned courtroonToBserv- 
ers by announcing /hat_they _would accepJ: a plea 
bargain deal that would have them plea d guil ty to one 
count each. The rest of the charges, property damage 
cEafges as well as the grandiose nuclear conspiracy the 


star witness, undercover agent Mike Fain, who not 
only uttered the now famous "pop Foreman" quote on 
tape ("Foreman ... is the guy we need to pop to send 
a message. And that's all We're really trying to do.") 
Later in the investigation Fain expressed misgivings 
about the way the investigation was going, saying, 
"I've got entrapment problems here." 

What the government got from the plea bargain 
deal was felony convictions and a chance to end the 
case before having to overcome charges of entrapment 
that focused on Fain. Said a former prosecutor in the 
case, "I'm not surprised at the deal. The government 
might have ended up losing the conspiracy case 
against Dave Foreman and that would have been 
embarrassing. The government also got to get across 
its message that if you cross a certain line, they will be 
there to stop you." (In fact, Foreman’s current con- 
spiracy {to commit property damage) charges have 
nothing to do with the original nuclear conspiracy 
charges.) 

Entrapment Rampant 

There is no doubt that trepidation was brewing in 
the government's camp as Fain's appearance in court 
approached. The attorneys for the defense had been 
building a pretty solid case for entrapment- The 
government's #2 star witness, snitgjfRonJiaziery had 
admitted that he had participated in the planning of 
Snowbowl I, and had in fact trained Mark Davis in the 
use of a cutting torch, the key tool in that action. 
Frazier enticed Mark for over a year with stories of his 
ability to procure thermite, an incendiary capable, he 


any of the defendants had undergone psychiatric 
counseling. Ilse Asplund answered that in fact she and 
her children./agecl Tour and~seven , had undergone 

oFsomeone they had treated like familjft jH er kids were 
one'lih3"T5ur _ wheh Ron /Frazier first became their 
friend, babysat frequently for them and over time 
developed a close relationship with them. Ilse told me 
outside of court she feels that the damage done to the 
Snowbowl Ski development is nothing compared to 
the damage done to families, and moreover, is much 
easier to repair. What do you tell a little boy, she asks, 
when he wonders why this person he trusted betrayed 
him so? And how does she now relate to other people, 
knowing that this person who “was pouring his heart 
out, and crying, and listening to my heart pour out, was 
TAPING the goddamn conversation! T hatpsychologi- 

Ntxcfeartonspiracy Charges Dropped 

By and large, their scheme failed. They got 
convictions, true, but compared to the list of charges in 
the original indictments, th e ch arges are pid dlin g 
(though they are al l felonies) an d theTfart that they 
dKftft prove their nuclear conspiracy, the centerpiece 
of their case, is significant. However , the government 
did in part achieve several of their aux iliary goals 
besides the convictions , e.g.. attemotinFto'portraylEF! 
act ivists as violent . By repeatedly putting the idea out 
That these people were out to seriously sabotage 
nuclear facilities and possibly cause a meltdown, that 
idea became somewhat ingrained. (Not unlike ham- 
mering home the idea that there are crazy EFlers in 


told Davis, of burning through thick. jneta l, e.g.> the 

bottom of transmission towers. .He also tried t o 'en-V California who tried to blow themselves up. . .) I saw 
courage the use of explosives, HpspTtP The artivict^p spypral newspaper stories that reported that peop le 
avowed aversion to employing any methods that Were charged with trying to blow up power lines, a 


might endanger living beings. 

After Frazier's often bizarre testimony (see ac- 
companying piece), Fain's obvious manipulation and 
gross psychological opportunism could have capped 
the case for entrapment for the defense. Fain, a 20-year 
government was chaiging/were dropped^ Even the FBI agent, the government's own, was the focus of the 
charges related to attempte d damage to the Central entrapment charges. Tapes that had not yet been 

Arizona Project's transmission towers were dropped played in court show that Fain clearly set up a break-in 

when three of the five were arrested, blowtorches in at the Arizona Public Service Co. supply depot to get 


popular idea but totall y untru e Also, the popular press 
has increasingly been suckered into characterizing 
monkeywrenching as an empty form of political pro- 
test, thanks to FBI.and industry propaganda. 

The intimidation factor is hard to quantify, but it 
was at work when the prosecution called the printer 
and typesetter of the book Eco-Defense to the witness 
stand, not to extract relevant information, because 

continued on page 24 
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continued from previous page 
tial liberalism when he asks the question "Can envi- 
ronmentalists be Liberals?" While this work offers up 
yet another liberal middle-of-the-road response to the 
eco-rape, it has compensations. It clears away a lot of 
muddy thinking about environmental policy-making 
because he attends directly to first principles. These 
include the flawed notion of rationalism used by 
policy makers; the need to map out a philosophy 
before creating policy rather than just adding onto 
what’s gone before; and his continual attention to the 
conflict between our egoist desires and the common 
good. We all want a better environment, but very few 
of us are prepared to abandon affluence to get it. 

My criticism of Sagoff is that he fails in his own 
stated objective. At one point he writes; 

"Utopian capitalism is dead; that the concepts of 
resource and welfare economics, as a result, are largely 
obsolete and irrelevant; and that we must look to other 
concepts and cultural traditions." 

But nowhere in the book does he grasp the nettle 
and step outside the Western paradigm. The clear 
picture that this book creates is not deep green, or 
anything radical, but reformist and almost insipid. 
Although Sagoff is a despairing humanitarian liberal, 
his, and our, cultural and emotional insecurity prevent 
him from abandoning our deeply flawed Western 
paradigm. How, for example, would indigenous tribal 
people suggest the West go about transforming its 
environmental policy? Should members of the tree- 
hugging Chipko movement be invited into the White 
House and Parliament to disseminate their expertise? 
This at least would be a start in looking at other 
concepts and cultural traditions. 

The final book reviewed is a collection of essays 
by the Society for Applied Philosophers, in which the 
first section is concerned with ecological problems. 
The essays vary from the truly inane to the quite 
interesting, but on the whole they are bland and 
somewhat dated. The worst is by one of Britain’s 
leading post-war philosophers, R.M. Hare, who denies 
the possibility of intrinsic value and supports more 
road building. The best is by D. Hill, who politely 
questions the thinking of Hare and lists nine reasons 
why the building of new roads could be considered 
immoral. Between the bad and the good are essays 
concerned with deep ecology and its justifications, be 
they rational, scientific of philosophical. While you 
should read these essays for yourself, I side with T.L.S. 
Sprigge who claims that deep ecology is more to do 
with intuition than logic and that this search for a 
scientific deep ecology is doomed to failure. What this 
book does to is support Karl R. Popper's claim that 
Western philosophy is in a very bad way, with no sign 
of a let-up. The world perishes while philosophers 
continue to idly ponder whether the world exists or 
not. 
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HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

GET YOUR AMEX BOYCOTT MATERIALS! ! 

(P.S. They're EBKKii) 

That's right, while they last, we'll mail you 
lots of stuff to aid the American Express 
boycott ... for free ! (,We accept donations, of 
course). Choices include: 

(Quantity) 

BOYCOTT AMERICAN EXPRESS! ! rubber 

stamp; Imprint your favorite credit 
card applications. 

"De-Business" cards: Carry in your 

wallet and hand them out to your Yuppie 
friends. They explain the boycott on 
one side with the AMEX Skull on the 
other. 

AMEX Skull agitators. 

Packet for photo-copying. Enlist local 

merchants in the campaign! 


COLO. EF! ‘ PO 1166 * BOULDER, 00 80306 
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The Greening of the Church versibly destroy the life-support systems by cutting 

by Thomas Berry, more trees, grazing marginal lands and fanning steep 

Sean McDonagh Orbis, Maryknoll, NY, 1990. slopes. If the damage to the environment is irrevers- 

ible, the life- support systems will never again be able to 
REVIEWED By Bill McCormick support a population even at present levels." 

"One wonders where the money will come from 
The early Earth First! used to have a regular eco- to provide even a minimum level of basic services. For 

Christian contributor by the name of Charles Watson. example, the present sewage system in Manila was 

As a semi-Christian deep ecologist, I readily admit my constructed in 190S when the population was only a 

tradition deserves much of the dressing-down it has fraction of what it is now." 

received for non-ecological, transitory ethics. Never- "As population increases one can predict that the 

theless, there have been developments within the school system will lag further and further behind in its 

church in just the last five years that would leave even ability to educate. In this kind of situation the people 

radical ecologists awestruck. who suffer most will be the poor. The rate of illiteracy 

Take, forinstance, an interviewwith the Catholic can be expected to rise..." 


theologian (or better, geologian) Thomas Berry in the With his first hand experience, McDonagh really 

July, 1990, Sun: brings these issues into focus. A vast portion of 



"These Earth First (sic) people have hold of a 
magnificent idea. People ask me what to do. I say; 
Blow up the bridges. ..it will cost trillions of dollars to 
repair them. Stop this mad racing back and forth.” 

Another stunning example of just.how far some 
Christians have come is Sean McDonagh's The Green- 
ing of the Church. Never in my lifetime did I expect 
Roman Catholic clerics to come this far! 

McDonagh is an Irish priest who has spent 20 
years working in remote areas of the Philippines, so 
one certainly can't accuse him of being some sort of 
ivory tower environmentalist. He is painfully aware of 
the questions of justice and powerlessness among the 
poor. He knows the effects of massive World Bank 
projects, the repression of the Marcos years, and the 
role played by multinationals in thwarting land re- 
form. 

Yet unlike many of his peers, Father McDonagh 
doesn’t give us the pat answers we have come to 
expect: if only everything were redistributed properly, 
there would be plenty to go around. Birth control is 
imperialism against women and the poor, we can't 
have that! In fact, McDonagh sounds more like a cross 
between Ed Abbey and a State of the World report. 

Listen: 

✓ — "”lsit really prcFltfe-' t s ig nore-the^varningso? 1 
demographers and ecologists who predict that un- 
bridled population growth will lead to severe hardship 
and an increase in the infant mortality rate for succeed- 
ing generations? Is it pro-life to allow the extinction of 
hundreds of thousands of living species which will 
ultimately affect the well-being of the planet?.. .Through 
our almost total control of all the Earth's resources we 
| arp arming a;; a r ancer on the rest of the biosphere."^ , 

It is in this area of birth control/population 
control — where the church has historically displayed 
the most appalling ignorance, regularly exhorting 
throngs of desperate and starving people to go forth 
and produce as many children as possible — that 
McDonagh sets his sights, and he doesn't let up until 
the floor has been cleared: 

"The population cannot continue to double ev- 
ery few decades. ..Common sense dictates that this 
situation should be addressed now.” 

"In a desperate struggle for survival, hungry people 
cause further ecological degradation and often irre- 


humanity is already lacking in the basics: schools, 
health care, sewer systems; what is it going to be like 
when there are twice, by some estimates three times as 
many people in the next century? McDonagh does not 
shirk these tough questions. "The carrying capacity 
will be reached long before these figures become a 
reality, and malnutrition, starvation and death will 
become a central mechanism for population control." 

Perhaps what I liked best about this book is that 
it unequivocally states: "...overpopulation is a moral 
issue. One cannot help wondering how history will 
judge political or religious leaders who, for whatever 
reason, refuse to acknowledge the strains which rap- 
idly increasing population are placing on the Earth." 
Indeed. 

McDonagh traces the response of the 'pro-life' 
lobby, and their shrill cry that anyone who opposes the 
ban on artificial contraception is "anti-life, anti-hu- 
man and anti-God." One might imagine such horrify- 
ingly irresponsible positions on birth control are only 
evident in archaic institutions like the Vatican. But if 
recent events are any indication, George Bush is on the 
verge of installing yet another reactionary pro-lifer on 
the Supreme Court, and turning back the clock on 
reproductive freedom as far as he possibly can. We 
now live in a country that prides itself on being able to 
crack the genetic code, yet in the near future young 
women seeking abortions may be arrested and sent to 
jail, and family planning clinics are forbidden by law 
to discuss family planning! 

Sean McDonagh, my deepest gratitude for your 
superb and courageous book. We need more people 
like you in every aspect of society, to oppose the fools 
who run things. You quote a prayer from St. Basil, 
which I would like to close with: 

"Oh God, enlarge within us the sense of fellow- 
ship with all living things, our brothers the animals, to 
whom thou gavest the Earth as their home in common 
with us. 

"We remember with shame that in the past we 
have exercised the high dominion of man with ruth- 
less cruelty, so that the voice of the Earth, which 
should have gone up to thee in song, has been a groan 
of travail. 

"May we realize that they live not for us alone but 
for themselves and for thee and the sweetness of life." 




Last Stand: Logging, Journalism, and the Case for Humility 

By Richard Manning, Peregrine Smith; $19.95 


Reviewed By Matt Thomas 


Manning's book begins with the 
image of his grandfather, "still part of 
the woods.. .like a creature the woods 
protected," whose skill with an ax 
worked "magic" over the young Man- 
ning. The old man's ax was his instru- 
ment of connection with the woods, 
"cutting trees was just something he 
did, ” a part of his being, and, though he 
was confused about much, he was "not 
at all confused about the theory and 
practice of the woods." 

The book ends with Manning 
cutting firewood in his backyard in 
Missoula, Montana with a four-foot 
hand saw, trying to measure his life's 
cost to the Earth with the strokes of his 
saw, trying to reconstruct himself and 
his world by experiencing the death 
necessary to sustain his life. Manning 
has come to believe that the woods are 
profoundly unknowable, and that this 
lesson he has learned from the forest, 
which he calls "the case for humility, " is 
the true starting point for the theory 
and practice, not just of the woods, but 
of the human relationship with the Earth 
and with one another. 

These images, these rituals of 
connection, frame the story of 
Manning's world coming unglued. The 
story spans the two years Manning 
covered the natural resources beat for 
Missoula's corporate-owned daily, the 
Missoulian. 

While on that beat he researched 
and wrote an award-winning series on 
the rape of corporate timberland in 
Montana, then quit rather than be re- 
assigned when his editors lost confidence 
that he could be ob j ective about ecocide. 
It also seems that all this talk of corpo- 
rate irresponsibility got a little tedious 
for the corporate-types running the 
paper. 


faith manner," The Independent reports 
Bennett as saying, "but they were play- 
ing a game of intimidation. They were 
on a personal vendetta. They were out 
to censor Dick Manning." 

The most interesting change, ap- 
parent to anyone with an advance copy 
of the book, is that Montana State For- 
ester Gary Brown will regain his ano- 
nymity. 

Manning has Brown playing a 
duplicitous game with the issue of a 
forest practices act for Montana (the 
only timber-producing state in the 
Northwest without one). Brown was 
publicly arguing, and advising the state 
legislature, that there was no need to, as 
Manning paraphrases him, "gum up 
the works with another set of regula- 
tions," and that "all was well on the 
land." (The "works" Brown would be 
"gumming" were mainly the devasta- 
tion of the 1.7 million or so acres of 
timberland Champion International 
and Plum Creek hold in Montana.) 

Apparently, at about the same time, 
Brown was telling Missoulian reporter 
Steve Woodmff, under a guarantee of 
anonymity, that he knew of the damage 
being done on private timberlands, that 
he suspected Plum Creek was abusing a 
committee the state had set up to miti- 
gate problems associated with checker- 
board ownership, and that, '""off the 
record,... I hope we end up with a forest 
practices act. ..'""(Brown speaking, 
Manning quoting Woodruff's notes). 

Montana still has no forest prac- 
tices act, Champion and Plum Creek are 
in the last stages of raping their land, 
and, if The Missoula Independent 's cir- 
cumlocution is any indication, Brown 
will be refered to in the publication text 
of Last Stand as "a high official in the 
state forester’s office." 





Taking Stock: Animal Farming and the Environment 


More deeply, the story is about a If it is a fault that Manning and his 

man whose "people. ..are loggers," and publisher changed the book in an at- 

who was proud of the reporting craft tempt to appease the Missoulian, it is not 

and his mastery of it. Those years re- the book’s only fault. Perhaps its worst 

vealed, through a series of epiphanies, is conceptual confusion about what 

that "corporate loggers mine trees, re- constitutes a community, most appar- 

ally, mine humus. Corporate journal- ent when the capitalist apologetic fable 

ism mines humans." They revealed that of the "tragedy of the commons" is 

the world his grandfather gave him was invoked in a discussion of, of all institu- 

corrupt. tions unworthy of being regarded in the 

But don't pass this book by just context of community, the Forest Ser- 
because it's not news to you that MBAs vice and joint-stock corporations, 
are like an AIDS vims infecting Ameri- Another fault that stands out is 

can culture, turning institutions like Manning's tendency to be generous in 

newspapers that once opposed com- judging the actions of people who are 

mercial rapacity and government du- going along with what they know to be 

plicity into allies. The great strength of very wrong — the modus operandi of 

this book is that it explains how the evil in our bureaucratic age, which 

infection progressed in a specific place should be identified and attacked as 

at a specific time, in compelling detail. such. He also occasionally slips back 

Not that the story is over. The into his grandfather's mindset, as when 

M ssoula Independent, a weekly tabloid he says of ancient forests, "This is not 

established recently in part to break the j ust about wildlife such as spotted owls. 

Missoulian's news stranglehold, reports It is about our ability to grow trees...." 

in its Sept. 5 edition that the Missoulian But then how could one write a 

is threatening Manning's publisher with faultless book about hu mility? Though 

legal action. Manning and his editor at not faultless, it is a compelling and 

Peregrine, Heather Bennett, agreed to deeply felt tale of a man's struggle to live 

several changes in the book, changes consciously and ethically with the Earth, 

they now regret. And a tale of the forest's ability to pro- 

"We tried to operate in a good vide the key insight. 


by Alan Durning and Holly Brough, 

Worldwatch Institute 

Reviewed By George Wuerthner 

Some ecologists, myself included, have suggested that if all the environmen 
tal costs associated with livestock production were fully accounted for ant 
considered, the production of livestock would rate as one of the most environ 
mentally destructive activities on Earth and the single greatest threat to globa 
ecological processes and ecosystem health. Those skeptical of such a conclusion 
should read the Worldwatch Institute’s latest paper, Taking Stock: Animal Farming 
and the Environment by Alan Durning and Holly Brough. 

In this small but well-documented publication, the authors attempt to giv< 
a global-ecological perspective of the numerous environmental "costs" associ 
ated with livestock production and they are very successful in this endeavor. F 
is full of statistics that will make even the most fervent cow lover reconsider theii 
stance and likely make the rest of us into vegetarians. Consider a few of the man) 
gems hidden in this publication: 

Half of the land area of the entire planet is grazed by domestic livestock. Jus' 
the amount of land devoted to livestock production would guarantee it a positior 
as a significant impact on the Earth’s ecological systems. But these impacts gc 
beyond the destruction of native plant communities and subsequent soil erosior 
associated with improper livestock management. 

The authors report that nearly 70% of the grains grown in the United State: 
are fed to livestock, thus the loss of topsoil resulting from cropland production 
pollution of underground aquifers by fertilizers and pesticides and the input o: 
fossil fuels necessary to operate the farm equipment are all uncounted costs o: 
America's love affair with a meat diet. All told, half of the energy used in Americar 
agriculture goes into the livestock sector. 

In addition, nearly half of the grain and hay fed to American beef come fron 
irrigated lands — primarily in the arid West. Thus, many of the dewatered river: 
and the construction of dams and reservoirs in this region, and the subsequem 



flooding of free-flowing and degradation of aquatic ecosystems, are all uncountec 
costs of the livestock industry. 

The authors even suggest that dense concentrations of livestock may ever 
produce acid rain as a result of ammonia released from manure. They cite a repor 
by the Netherlands National Institute of Public Health and Environmenta 
Production which concluded that livestock industry discharges into the air art 
the single greatest source of acid deposition on Dutch soils — doing more damagt 
than all of the country's cars and factories. 

But environmental damage is not restricted to rangelands. According to thf 
authors, more than 1/3 of the rainforests in Central America have been removec 
to produce livestock pastures which, due to the biological richness of thesf 
forests, has had a tremendous impact upon global biodiversity. Similar destructior 
of tropical rainforests in Brazil and elsewhere are all, in part, due to livestocl 
production. 

After laying out the many environmental "costs" associated with livestocl 
production, the authors review government and cultural policies which contrib- 
ute to these imbalances. Finally, there is discussion of some innovative solution; 
to make livestock production less environmentally destructive. 

The book is available for $5 plus shipping and handling from Worldwatch 
Institute, 1776 Massachusetts Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20036 
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Driftnet 
Moratorium 
Enforcement Act 
of 1991 

S.884, introduced by Sen. 
Packwood, will require the Presi- 
dent to impose economic sanctions 
against countries that fail to elimi- 
nate large-scale driftnet fishing. The 
bill affirms that it is the United 
States' position to secure a perma- 
nent ban on the use of destructive 
fishing practices, and in particular 
large-scale driftnets on the high seas. 

If a country does not cease the 
practice of driftnet fishing byjuly 1 , 
1992, a prohibition on all of their 
exported fish and fish products will 
be implemented against them. If 
any country retaliates against the 
US because of the prohibitions 
against them, the President has the 
right to impose economic sanctions 
which may include imposition of 
duties, import bans or other import 
restrictions on the services of a 
country to which this act applies. 

Despite worldwide pressure to 
stop large-scale driftnet fishing on 
the high seas, the Republic of Korea, 
Japan, Taiwan, Mexico, England, 
France and Ireland, among others, 
are continuing to use this method 
of fishing beyond their exclusive 
economic zones. Driftnet fishing is 
extremely destructive to oceanic 
wildlife. Driftnets can lay in the 
ocean for miles, and reach depths of 
100 feet. Driftnets do not discrimi- 
nate between endangered, threat- 
ened and populous species: they 
capture all wildlife that swims and 
floats in their vicinity and are known 
to kill numerous species of whales, 
sharks, turtles, non-target fish, dol- 
phins, birds and seals. Since many 
of the species killed are not edible, 


they are subsequently discarded. In 
January of 1990, Greenpeace's cam- 
paign ship, the M/V Rainbow War- 
rior, embarked from New Zealand 
on an expedition to document Japa- 
nese and Taiwanese driftnet fisher- 
ies targeting Albacore tuna in the 
Tasman Sea. With the help of vari- 
ous marine scientists and other pro- 
fessionals they were able to obtain 
the first documentation of the im- 
pact that driftnets have on endan- 
gered marine mammals. Greenpeace 
claims to have observed and res- 
cued a southern bottlenose whale 
from a Japanese driftnet. This spe- 
cies is so rare that scientists have 
only documented a total of fifty 
specimens either alive or dead. At 
this low number, the loss of one 
female southern bottlenose whale 
dramatically increases the species 
chance of extinction. 

S.884 will help to ensure that 
the worldwide ban on large-scale 
driftnet fishing proposed by U.N. 
Resolution 44-225 takes effect on 
June 30, 1992, by imposing eco- 
nomic sanctions against countries 
that insist on using driftnets larger 
that 1.5 miles long. 

What You Can Do: Write or 
call your senator about the proposed 
driftnet moratorium. 

1. Tell your senator that you 
support the elimination of driftnet 
fishing on the high seas. 

2. Tell your senator that you 
support the prohibition of exported 
fish and fish products from countries 
thatcontinue to use this unaccept- 
able method of fishing. 

3. Tell your senator that you 
support the implementation of eco- 
nomic sanctions against countries 
that continue to violate this mora- 
torium. 

4. Ask that your Senator in- 
forms you of her/his actions on this 
issue. 

— Global Action Network 


PAW 

Conference 

As the Journal goes to print, 
the PAW, or Preserve Appalachian 
Wilderness, Conference is taking 
place at James Madison University 
in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Held 
September 14th and 15th, the con- 
ference is being sponsored by Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness. Many folks 
in the Eastern movement should be 
attending, including David Brower 
from Earth Island. The theme is 
Returning Big Wilderness and San- 
ity to the Appalachians and Beyond, 
Strategies and Actions. 


Big Bend EF! 
Florida 

Recently, a Freddy agency fam- 
ily picnic was surreptitiously sub- 
verted by Big Bend EFIers. It seems 
that the Freddies had a Smokey-the- 
Bear present for the entertainment 
of the kiddies. Being a hot day, the 
bear grew overheated and retired to 
the shade. He soon returned, how- 
ever, or so they thought. In fact, it 
was a different Smokey, whose furry 
exterior concealed someone with a 
wickedintent. Thedeceptionwasn't 
noticed by the hapless Freddies until 
they began reading the literature 
"Smokey" was handing out. At that 
point there was a brief altercation 
between rival bears, in which the 
one without the Freddy inside agreed 
to leave the party. A good time was 
had by all. 



APPALACHIAN/ 

VA/DC EF! 

Freddies in the Monongahela 
N.F have been so embarrassed by 
the disappearance of the Canadian 
Yew from their forest that they qui- 
etly dropped it from their Ust of 
significant plant species. When 
questioned about the plant by Vir- 
ginia EFIers they mumbled shame- 
facedly and changed the subject. 
The Canadian Yew is a relict north- 
ern species that in the southerly 
latitudes of West Virginia, exists only 
in high altitude, moist forests. Its 
disappearance represents, in the 
words of Bob Mueller, "a botanical 
catastrophe." It seems as though 
the deer, the most intensively man- 
aged-for animal species in the forest, 
have eaten them all, since they find 
yews yummy. A lot of searching in 
the woods by EFIers failed to turn up 
one. 

Source.- Bob Mueller 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A British Perspective on Green Philosophy 


Confessions of an Eco-warrior By d. Foreman, 1991 
The Ecological Self By F. Mathews, 1991 
The Economy of the Earth By m. sagoff, 1988 
Applied Philosophy Ed. B.Almond & D. Hill, 1991 


Reviews By George French 

These books are representative of 
the stmggle the middle class of the 
globe are going through with regard to 
the destruction of the Biosphere — a 
destruction they themselves are very 
much responsible for. In a kind light 
they can be described as the works of a 
free-floating intelligentsia alienated 
from the habitual dogma encased in 
the Western world view. As ecological 
secular prophets they no doubt adhere 
to the trickle down theory of knowledge 
in which rarified theories of today are 
tomorrow's common knowledge. In 
an unkind light, these, and the thou- 
sands of other green books now being 
published, make up a new form of 
capital accumulation far more profit- 
able than merely transforming nature 
into the commodity of our desire. It's 
much easier to write books about the 
need for a new "form of life" than it is 
to actually go out and do it. None of 


For me there are three things wrong 
with the strand of deep ecology as pro- 
moted by Foreman. The first is that it is 
reactive rather than pro-active in that it 
concentrates on knocking things down 
rather than building alternatives. There 
is no utopian vision to counter our 
existing dystopia other than a world 
without humans. This book lacks a 
genuine counter-discourse illuminating 
an eco-centric alternative such as that 
presented in Callanbach's Eco-topia. 
What Foreman is really into, like the 
IRA, is guerilla activity. But disabling or 
setting fire to logging machines is not 
the same as turning them into ploughs. 
Foreman has become trapped into be- 
ing a professional protester and thereby 
feeds and needs the system he despises 
in order to fulfill his purpose in life. 

The second conundrum with 
Foreman is the undercurrent of macho 
Rambo-ism that pervades his work. The 
use of the word 'warrior' in the title of 


there," innocent and beautiful, while 
another nature lives "in here,” guilty 
and ugly. What this ideology fails to 
comprehend is that it is culture-specific 
and strongly Western. Tribal societies 
survived thousands of years without 
creating species depletion and without 
needing a dualistic concept of nature. 
Foreman's idea of segregating human 
society and wilderness may be a stop- 
gap measure to preserve species, but it 
does not solve the problem of creating a 
culture in which a dualistic nature does 
not exist. 

Frey Mathews is a professional 
philosopher currently teaching in Aus- 
tralia. At base, her book is an attempt to 
make deep ecology a valid curriculum 
topic for philosophy courses at univer- 
sities throughout the globe. The book's 
main credential is that it is academic, 
full of the right references and contains 
a hefty bibliography. Her argument is 
that the West has adopted an atomistic 
ideology which supports individualism, 
exploitation of nature and a mechanis- 
tic interpretation of how the universe 
works. She uses Spinoza, Capra and 
Naess to argue that the West's atomistic 
ideology is wrong and should be re- 
placed with holistic interconnectedness. 
All species are related and interdepen- 
dent so we should be kind to nature. On 


these books are printed on recycled the book I found patriarchal, histrionic a deeper level, she surveys the literature 

paper. One wonders whether affluent, and just plain crass. Foreman, I'm sure, on intrinsic value in nature and how it's 

articulate Westernersarereallythebest sees himself as a modern day frontiers- been justified. Like her professional 

people to prescribe solutions for the man fighting single-handed the mega- contemporaries, she comes out in favour 

eco-rape. Liberal environmentalists military industrial complex to the death. of three levels of value which I won’t 

such as Passmore and Nash think they On a more serious level, masculine traits bore you with here, 

are, but I have my doubts. such as confrontation, action and de- M y rritj risms of the boojKare^wci^ 

The most accessible of these four struction take priority at the expense of fold, /the flrst’relaff«"th the issue of \ 

books is the one by D. Foreman, who mediation, reflection and n urturing in j languag Fand how t he almost Zen-lik e j 

has plenty of angst but little style. A the book. 7 The warrior~menfalTfy~9^ j inspiration for deep ecology and itT' 

seminal figure in the "Earth First!" ./foreman reflects the dominance of men! y m essage is being h ijacked bv concept- / 

movement of America, his core theme j within the Earth First! movement itself,/ ) heavy intellectuals. /Phrases like; "In the 

is the preservation of wilderness j whose patriarchs include Devall ana ' framework of plenism substance can- 

through direct action and eco-terraism. / Sessions ( Deep Ecology) and Nae/s not be plural so the criterion of indi- 

Typicalofhis ideas is that large tracts of ( ( Ecology , Community and Lifestyle)-^ viduation cannot be substantival. . ." 

America should be declared wilderness A final problem with American- litter every page. What is happening is 

zones in which humans have no, or style deep ecology is its conservative that deep ecology is being transformed 

very limited rights of access. The book and romantic obsession with the con- into a language game rather than a 


can also be described as a 
monkeywrenching manual for those 
dismayed at the failure of legal meth- 
ods to reverse environmental degra- 
dation and species depletion. While 
these sentiments are admirable and 
should rightly feature in any deep green 
dialogue, I nevertheless left the book 
feeling dissatisfied and frustrated. 


cept of wilderness. It perpetuates the 
dream of wildness as pure and virginal 
while human society is invariably ex- 
cremental and flawed. In this simplistic 
dichotomy we have nature versus cul- 
ture, rural versus urban and human ver- 
sus animal. What this view does is 
sustain the Western paradigm of a dual- 
istic nature, one kind of nature "out 


guide for policy action and personal 
self-realization. In a way, I feel this 
trend will lead to mystifying deep ecol- 
ogy rather than opening it up ta the 
masses. Of course, one can defend the 
book, and its technical language, by 
claiming that furthering the cause of 
deep ecology must operate on many 
levels, and that developing conceptual 


analysis on the theory of value in nature 
is just as valid as planting trees. 

Which brings me to my second 
criticism which is the failure of this 
book to offer any prescription for action 
whatsoever. It is theory totally devoid 
of practice. It's all head and no heart. 
She suffers badly from the liberal maxim 
"Do as I say, not as I do." On p. 147 she 
writes; "The normative thrust of this 
thesis is that we should adopt a bio- or 
eco-centric ethic, and learn to 'tread 
lightly' on this Earth, taking from it 
only what we must to satisfy our basic 
needs." But she offers no insight into 
the contestable terms ‘tread lightly' or 
vital needs. I take the terms to mean 
that we should turn Britain into a tem- 
perate wet forest and live like tribals. 
For others it might mean trading in the 
Volvo for a Mini. For me, this book 
merely restates the problem confront- 
ing the Western ideology and offers no 
advance on works written forty years 
ago. It reinforces my cynicism towards 
the liberal tradition which seems as 
though it could go on forever churning 
out green critiques while remaining aloof 
from the need for personal and political 
action. 

The Economy of the Earth by M. 
Sagoff was published some three years 
ago and has stood the test of time. It has 
been reprinted once in hardback and 
has now gone into a paperback edition. 

Of the four books I thought this was the 
best read, and it' s a must f or all d eep 
ecolog y po Bcv makers who don't shy 
away from the need for some eco-fas- 
' cisrrn This book” is Honest in three ways. 
The first is the author's admission that 
his own ideals and practice conflict in 
relation to the environment. The sec- 
ond is the book's direct concern with 
social regulation and control of an elec- 
toratewhose "I'mall rightjack" mental- 
ity will resist eco-policy directed to- 
wards biocentric egalitarianism. The 
third reason is that he makes clear the 
book's limitations in the sense that only 
moderate policy prescriptions are advo- 
cated, because they are more likely to be 
accepted. _ 

Some of the best themes in the ' 
book are his analyses of the demise of 
utopian capitalism and the myth of the j 
market as an efficient allocator of hu- j 
man and natural resources. Another 
theme is the study of the difference 
between deontological and consequen- j 
continued on next page 


Still more SFB... 

Letter to the Editor, 

I am a casual reader of Earth First! 
and am now focusing in on my personal 
rationale to try to understand the 
world's ecological disasters. Perusing 
the EF! journal, I am impressed with the 
sincerity and energy of conscientious 
human beings trying to deal with the 
literal slaughter by Man of tree and 
animal species, world's resources, the 
atmosphere, etc. In effect, mass suicide. 
The engine of human greed is all too 
common and much too intense to ap- 
parently resolve reasonably. Driving 
nails into trees, lying down in front of 
Dow Chemical trains, and debolting 
transmission towers is like peeing on a 
raging house fire — it works, is admi- 
rable, but is quite futile. However, the 
continuation of efforts is necessary 
until the real solution comes to bear. 

Let's get down to the real issue, so 
that our energies can be reorganized 
and truly redirected for en-masse effec- 
tiveness. The solution, as I see it, is 
totally within the scope of the law, as 
opposed to present efforts I read about 
which are considered illegal. Man has 
been spoiling the environment from 
day one. However, it has been accept- 


CM X--T f '* 0 

able because it was dorte under the veil / lies in drastically decreasing the popuia-'v come out of this all is that 5,000 years 
of survival; fur for clothing, meat for tion.,.>Our efforts shoulT be^ Tocus'ea " A.M. (After Mankind) departs from the 


food, etc. Native American Indians 
used buffalo heads and furs for cer- 
emonial purposes which was also ac- 
ceptable because it was simply a 
byproduct of a valid animal kill per- 
formed for survival. Indians would use, 
and actually abuse, a piece of land, and 
when the hunting was depleted, mature 
trees cut down, and the land generally 
fouled, the chief and councilmen de- 
cided to move on, not for the reason of 
permitting the land to refurbish (al- 
though it did), but for better, new re- 
sources. And then European white men 
came upon the scene, and civilization 
and technology, as we know it today, 
flourished. 

The only difference, as I see it, 
between the native Americans and the 
conquering white men is not in the 
differential nature of Men, generally, 
but in their numbers. Basically, Man 
has always, presently does, and will 
continue to devastate his environment. 
The key is to keep things in balance so 
that the various environmental com- 
ponents are not irrevers ibly devastated 
It appears to me thairfhe sole solution 


'-primarily on not only holding the 
world's population at bay, but actually 
decreasing it markedly over several 
generations. This concerted effort must 
be commenced at once for we are pres- 
ently on a collision course with total 
annihilation, and it will take several 
generations to bring this runaway, 
stampeding population to a decreased, 
stable, acceptable level. This cannot be 
done on a national basis alone but must 
be accomplished through the interna- 
tional community, post-haste. Pres- 
sures must be applied continually and 
intensely to make sure that all nations 
take immediate steps to quell the hu- 
man explosion. With this tack, oil spills 
may still occur, however, super super 
tankers would be uneconomical since 
smaller tankers would suffice. With this 
tack fewer people will use aerosol 
sprays. Fewer rhino and elk horns will 
be in demand. Fewer trees will be cut 
down, etc., etc. Without this tack, Man 
will be removed from the endangered 
species list and placed instead on the 
rest-in-peace, extinct list. And the 
unique post-mortem twist that will 


Earth, the atmosphere, forests and all 
bodies of water will have fully regener- 
ated to a healthy pre-Man status again. 
10,000 years A.M. there will be very few 
traces of Man's presence on Earth. 
Erosion and oxidation will have re- 
duced Man's mightiest structures to 
earth, again. Perhaps if the Earth then 
permits the human species to develop 
again, we will be wiser. I doubt it. I am 
not willing to take the gamble. Perhaps 
Earth First! should be modified to Man 
First to put this all into true perspective. 
For, I feel, if the Earth could talk it would 
say, he who laughs last, laughs best. 

— Irv Anders 


Greetings Shit for Brains, 

Just got finished reading about 
Judi Bari's dealings with PALC.O. I'd 
really like to start sending hate mail to 
John Campbell. Please publish his ad- 
dress as well as how we can determine 
the location of other slash and burn 
executives. Thanks. 

— Another Radical For A Level Playing 
Field 
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POWER POINTS, SACRED SITES AND 
THE HEALING OF THE EARTH 

An Evening Slide Show and Shamanic Journey 

Power points are particular geographic locations where mysterious ener- 
gies emanate from the ground. Originally discovered in times of great 
antiquity, these sites became the sacred places and pilgrimage shrines of 
the world's earliest cultures. Explorer/environmentalist/maverick anthro- 
pologist Martin Gray has researched, visited and photographed over 300 
power points in 40 countries around the world. Utilizing multiple simulta- 
neous projectors in a stunningly beautiful slide show, Martin will discuss the 
mythology of sacred sites, the benefits power points have for contemporary 
people, and a simple technique for doing planetary acupuncture. The 
presentation is a radical, magical and passionate blend of art, archaeology, 
deep ecology, global issues and startling visionary prophecy. 


SEATTLE -Nov.l, 
Friday, Kane Hall, 
University of Washington 
PORTLAND - Nov. 4, 
Mon., Melody Ballroom 
EUGENE - Nov. 5, 
Tuesday, WOW Hall 
SACRAMENTO - 
Nov.6, Wednesday 
Machinists Hall, Rancho 
Cordova 

OAKLAND - Nov. 7, 
Thursday - Fontaine 
Auditorium, Samuel 
Merritt College 


SAN FRANCISCO - 

Nov.8, Friday 
First Unitarian Church 
SAN JOSE - Nov. 10, 
Sun . , Francis Bacon Aud . , 
Rosicrucian Park 
SANTA CRUZ Nov 12, 
Tues., Louden Nelson 
Community Center 
SANTA BARBARA 
Nov. 13, Wednesday - 
Fleischmann Aud., 
Museum of Natural 
History 


f CONCERNED SINGLES NEWSLETTErN 

.Jinks compatible singles who care about ' 
the earth, the environment, 

•sla? and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
t All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 
V Box 555-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. J 


Atlantic ' 
f Recycled 
\ Paper Co. . 


SAN DIEGO - Nov. 18, 
Monday - Copper Room, 
San Diego Concourse 
Performing Arts Center 
LOS ANGELES 
Nov. 19, Tuesday 
Philosophical Research 
Society 

LOS ANGELES - 

Nov. 21, ThurS.,Marriot 
Hotel, LA Airport 

All programs 
begin at 7:30 PM, 
Admission cost 
is $1 5, Tickets at 
the door. 


SAMPLER KIT: Everything for 

( home & office - from copy paper 
to paper towels - only $11.95 ppd. 

US (800)323-2811 S3 

Free Catalog of more than 77 products! 
P.O.Box 39096 Baltimore, MD 21212 


USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We 
don’t need as much as other groups since we are grassroots, 
volunteer, decentralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you 
get to select where your hard-earned money goes. Don’t send your 
contributions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of these 
hard working groups: 

♦Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 
(Contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible.) 

♦Earth First! Direct Action Fund, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
♦Earth First! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307- 
3132 (Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the 
Biodiversity Project are tax-deductible.) 

♦Earth First! Oceans Task Force, POB 77551, SF, CA 94107-7551 

♦Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 

♦Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

♦Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

♦Bay Are^ Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

♦Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

♦Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

♦Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 

♦Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 

♦Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 

♦Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquer., NM 87195 

♦Lakes Area Earth First!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 

♦Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 

♦Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

♦New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 

♦Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, POB 51A, Bondville, VT 05340 

♦Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 

♦Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 

♦Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 

♦Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 

♦Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 

♦Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 

♦Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! 
movement. THANK YOU for y our support! 

A Solutions Handbook with Wt&f&’JZ'".'. ' ' ' 

Directories in Progress... ' tTjjBBfflT 

Macrocosm USA EARTH mM 6RAPHKS 


Environmental, Political, and Social 
Transformation for the 90’s... 

Database available for $45.95 
4000+ key entries of progressive 
organizations, periodicals, reference 
& media resources for Mac & IBM 
with 1 MB on MS -Works. 

Order from: Macrocosm USA 
• Box 969 • Cambria • CA 93428 • 

( 805) 927-8030 for further details 

MAKE 

r V PROTECTING 
THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
V YOUR JOB 

The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

| Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16. Waixem. WI 54666 


I';... • ■ • ■'Aewirt i*-. . : 

I CARK AW 5TAT\0N£& • 

L FPlUTev ^ PAP&R , 

wmis- RFDtn oK,ms. «* i. 00*41 


SONGS FOR A 
BETTER EARTH ! 

Sampler of 15 

Contemporary 

Eco-Musicians 


60 Minutes df Pciwerful Songs 
to Raise Consciousness &. 
Inspire Action! 



SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


on cassette. 
To order: Sefid 

IN THE A 

P.O. Box 
Dept. 


„ JL 


1*00’ shipping to. 

Wj* 

A Z 85702 _ 


WILLOW RIVER WILDERNESS SCHOOL 
Teaching survival skills in harmony with 
nature, will be having 2 special weekend 
classes in Tucson this winter. Details: 

PO Box 177, St. Croix Falls WI 54024. 


• Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
J your paper. 

• GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
J agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

• LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
2 you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 

• subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

• Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

2 Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

2 Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

2 Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

2 Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

2 Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

2 We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

• Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

2 Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

2 I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

2 Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name __ 

^ Address 

J City — 

• The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
'2 James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. 

^ ® • • • • #••••• 9 # ♦ • 94446C4lltt#lt # # • • • • 9 ##•••####### 
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EF! Directory 

The Earth First! Directory lists the 
contact points for the international 
Earth First! movement. It is divided 
into four sections: 1) EF! project 
offices around the planet; 2) 
international contacts; 3) active 
north american EF! chapters or 
groups; and 4) contact persons where 
there is as yet no active EF! group. If 
you are interested in becoming active 
with the Earth First! movement, reach 
the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth Firstlers around the 
world. This directory is provided as a 
service to independent EF! groups. If 
you would like to be listed as a 
contact or as a group, or have address 
changes or corrections, contact Earth 
First!, Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806, 
406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses 
marked with a "*" produce either an 
Earth First! newsletter or regular 
mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their 
newsletter or otherwise be on their 
mailing list. 



ALASKA 
Alaska EF1 
Wally World 
Michael Lewis 
POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
(907) 688-5619 


.9- / VI < 

V.'iroy 

/ /j • " )• ~ r ' 1 — 1 jo c — - 1 ’ 

I (^V'icV WASHINGTON XS'-'jig 
l ShuksanEFI \iUhVf 

\ i' * . Tony Van Gessel }Yrj 

I A* l .* * 1 nnB v «i/ 




NORTH AMERICA EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 


jsl# 


BRITISH COLUMBIA V V 
Bbieal Owl 

Box 10S3 \ 

l Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 \ 

I POB 6491 Depot 1 Y|) 
^Victoria, B C V8P5M^ ;Y 

”paul Watson”' 1 *' 1 
V POB 48446 
] Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2, 
• | CANADA 

*’ Y (604) 688-SEAL /•'. t. 


EF! PROJECTS 

EFI Biodiversity Pro|ect 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
Carmageddon/Ban the Car Campaign 
c/o EFI United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
EFI Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(415) 376-7329 
EFI Eco-Videographe/EGR and 
EFI Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
EFI Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EFI Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Grizzly Bear Bulletin 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAPI 
Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
Earth Firstl journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406)728-8114 
EFI Oceans Task Force 
POB 77551 

Sail Francisco, CA 94107-7551 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFI Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)578-3173 


WASHINGTON W./ "Ja'l 
Shuksan EFI \fl'W/ 

Tony Van Gessel rjjjV 

POB 773 \jk 

Bellingham, WA 98227^ 
Seattle EFI/Washington EFI /N/ 
Earth Firstl Bulletin J y 

George Diaffan / 

POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympic Peninsula EFI 
The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 j 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 Jy 
Cheetwoot EFI $ / 

POB 10147 j/ 

Olympia, WA 98502 


M' 
, * 




r > hr,,. 

OREGON - — S***r r 

Stumptown EFI POB 13765 s 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 284-5849 / 

Southern Willamette EFI ■• 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
l (503) 343-7305 
I •Kalmiopsls EFI POB 1444 
f Cave junction, OR 97523 


ECOTOPIA 
Northcoast EFI * 
i c/o North Star News 
I POB 622 / 

\ Areata, Ecotopia 95521 / 

V (7071 826-7704 s^S 
Ft. Bragg khl 

Tom Cahill (707) 964-0802 
Anna Marie Stenberg 961-0302 
POB 632 

Ft. Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 
Ukiah EFI / J 

Ecotopia EFI Newsletter I S 

Betty Ball I J 

106 West Standley \ § 

Ukiah, Ecotopia 95482 J * 
(707) 468-1660 
Sonoma County EFI 
Pam Davis 
POB 7544 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 
(707) 523-1229 

CALIFORNIA 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 ’ 

WBav Area EFI ’*'* .* 


WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EFI 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 / 

•I.A.O.T. / 

POB 1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 
1 (208) 448-2504 S" 

North Fork EFI / 

POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Wild Rockies EFI 
Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Slummer 
POB 7891 

v Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
•Sam Lyman 

Moscow Ecology Center 
POB 9232 

Moscow, ID 83843 - 

(208)883-3814 
Yellowstone EFI y' 

Randall Restless , ' 

Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
jk (406) 587-3356 / 




• denotes local contact 


group publishes newsletter 


/v 


59715 


*■ Vv/Vv’l s*£.*; 

I * tV . . /v.'' PACIFIC ocean'. ‘ 


< HAW AH V.j ; 

•Christopher Hope-Cowing\ r •- 
POB 1031 h. 

Makawao, HI 96768 / ((.'■ 
(808) S72-2S46 /C 


f/u/) 64Z-8/09 \ „ j.\ 

kBay Area EFI * sfrrfT i^ \'-j '-A 
'Bay Area Hotline (415) 647-91601:,! .■] 
Karen Pickett J\. 

POB 83 L- I f 

N Canyon, CA 94515 fj ]§■ 

.‘I (415)376-7329 V j/ 

>7 San Francisco EFI \y. 

( POB 411233 \-Vj 

[l San Francisco, CA 94141 Vi 

J (415)647-9160 

Santa Cmz EFI * 

Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Santa Monica EFI 

2401 Lincoln Blvd. 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(213) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 

Cypress, CA 90630 


EFI Redwood Action Team 
POB 208 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 
(707) 923-4122 
Wild Earth Firstl 
Darryl Chemey 
Box 34 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 
(707) 923-2108 
Laytonville EFI 
POB 372 

Laytonville, Ecotopia 95454 
(707) 984-8263 
Willits EFI 

Judi Bari, Naomi Wagner 
POB 656 

Willits, Ecotopia 95490 
V (707) 468-1660 


f 'Chico EFI 
^ POB 5625 
£ Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EFI 
i J. Sten Layman 
1 POB 1475 

) Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EFI 
POB 73771 
> Davis, CA 95617 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
(408) 289-1646 
Los Angeles EFI 
POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 

Orange County EFI , 

POB 28318 f 

Santa Ana, CA 92799 L> 

•Dave Wheelet f 

POB 1398 f 

Sugarloaf/CA 92386 L, 

(714) 585-7160 


MIDWEST HEADWATERS 
Lakes Area EFI . 

POB 202 \ 

Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 \ 

(218) 829-6917 \ 

Minnesota EFI j 

Heather O'Meara / 

Box 7448 / 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 J 
(612)825-6284 [ “ 

Tallgrass Prairie EFI l 

Hal Rowe \ > 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 \/ 

Iowa City, 1A 52246 Y 

(319) 354-6674 | J 

COLORADO* V. f I 

Walkabout \ J I 

POB 1166 \ is 

Boulder, CO 80306 \ I 

Scott Sala Y / 

1141 Emerson St. xA j 

Denver, CO 80218 I 1 I 
(303) 831-6093 / \ I 

Wilderness Defense! V M 

POB 460101 \ \ 

Smoky Hill Station \ \ 

Aurora, CO 80046-0101 J ,| \ 

Huerfano Valley EFI j * \ 

POB 663 | ' 

Redwing, CO 81066 S 

UTAH V 

University of Utah EFI \ 

Steven Miller \ 

Dept, of Communications \ 

Salt Lake City, UT 84118 \ 

NEW MEXICO \ 

Northern NM EF! \ 

Ginger Quinn \ 

Roadrunner Recyders ' 

POB 1834 

Taos, NM 87571 / 

(505) 758-5550 
•Hawk POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 / 

New Mexico EFI ^ 

Art Like an Earthquake! 

Box 12896 ^ 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87 195 

ARIZONA ’ 

•Gristle / / i 

POB 2544 
Prescott, AZ 86302 
•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Phoenix EFI 

Mike or Terri S' S ' 

POB 8795 

Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
AZEFI Newsletter // 

Tucson EFI ' 

POB 3412 

Tucson, AZ 85722 — - 


MEXICO enT 
Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico D.F. 
"1 (S) 665-1610 




- ■ Gol/h tie f I 
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Midwest Headwaters EFI News j 

Madison EFI X 

Sherwood T. Urtle Scpy 

pob 14691 Cajt 

Madison, W1 53714 y 
(608) 258-8534 

Hank Bruse ^ 

235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, W! 54494 
(715) 423-5636 / 

Chicago EFI f- 

, POB 6424 /;? 

Evanston, 1L 60204 I 

Paul Rechten V . 

7405 Shields Rd. \. 

Harvard, IL 60033 
(815) 943-4178 

IOWA and NEBRASKA 
Old Cedar and Prairie Rose EFI 

ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EF! 

POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EFI 
Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphysboro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
^ Brookp ort, IL 62910 

Big River EFI / 

Current ' / 

Orin Langelle \ / 

POB 189 \ / 

Pacific, MO 63069 V 
(314) 257-2437 ’ 

•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 681 JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
•Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

S. Kansas City, MO 64111/ 


TEXAS > 

Llano Estacado EFI* \ ■£ 

PO Box 4733 \ S 

\ Lubbock, TX 79401 \ \ 

) (806)747-3552 \" 

•William Larson \ 

9122 Oak Downs Road 1 
San Antonio, TX 78230 J 
(512)342-2520 
East Texas EFI* J 

Rt. 3, Box 1 14 
Cleveland, TX 77327 / 
(713) 592-7664 / 

EFI Austin 
P.O.Box 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 l 

EF! Out There \ 

POB 1214 \ 

College Station, TX 778411 
LOUISIANA J 

•Naomi Green J 

15227 Mansfield Road l 
Bogaiusa, LA 70427 / 

S- (504) 735-0049 1 


ONTARIO 

EFI Ottawa 0 «Mrlo < 

Box 4612 Station E 
L Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 f- yS' 

CANADA 

^MICHIGAN Ykijr N'v 

/•Val Salvo 

POB 02548V4<c\ A 
Detroit, MI 482021 ij /j/sf 
(313) 831-6800 v/©^ 

OHIO 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EF! 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
POB 21017 

Cincinnati, OH 45221 
•Clint Holley HI ’ > 

28410 S. Bridge Cir. S ^ 

Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) S92-7891 
KENTUCKY 

•Erik Dellahousay __ 

455 Ed Howe Rd. O 

Munfordville, KY 42765 w\( 

(502) 531-6703 
WEST VIRGINIA M!” 

National Sacrifice Zone N 

Vince Packard / 

POB 65 f r 

Myra, WV 25544 \ 

VIRGINIA/DC ^*\ \ 

Virginia/DC EFI / \ \ 

Robert F. Mueller \ 

Rt. 1, Box 250 

Staunton, VA 24401V^S^N>' 
(703) 885-6983 S' 

Appalachian EF! r \ 

Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 

Box 309 • 

Nellysford, VA Z2958 
(804) 361-9036 * / \ 

UVA EF! S ^ 

2303JPA 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands EFI * 

c/o Brenda Vest _ / 

pob 40 X y 

Goshen, VA 24439 / 

NORTH CAROLINA / 

Earth Liberation Front/EF! . 

The Dragon c' \ 

POB 171 S\ S 

Alexander, NC 28701 / \ 

GEORGIA ^ 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Sttident Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. q. 
Martinez, GA 30907 \ ^ 

(404) 855-6426 

FLORIDA V -'- 

Big Bend EF! * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 

Tallahassee, FI. 32316 
(904) 224-6782 
Florida EFI 
Wiregrass 
POB 13864 

Gainesville, FI. 32604 
(904) 371-8166 
. »Pan 

\ c/o 1507 Fdgevale Rd. 

4 \- Fort Pierce, FI. 34982 


QUEBEC # / 

EFI Montreal qf /■/ 

B.P. 42048 C.P. J-Mance N A/ 
Montreal, Quebec H2W-2T3 
CANADA -*6 ' 

(Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) * 
;-A Buck Young 
•S Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 / S. 

(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic s' 

Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 

MASSACHUSETTS . — 

Connecticutt Valley EF! / 

POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 ' N 

•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt __ 

21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
(617) 628-2233 S' X Stf* 

•Autonome Forum • 

POB 366 ™ 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
V (413)597-6165 -w 


.C 


NEW JERSEY X 
•Gary Vendetti / 

<. POB 274 
\ Millville, NJ 08332 




PENNSYLVANIA • _ , 

Allemong Bioregion EF! tX. jL 

. Allemong Wilderness Group V 
pob 1689 
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Wake Up! 

by Marc Davis 

A few days ago, I stood in front of a federal judge as he sentenced 
me to six years in prison on monkeywrenching charges; I had de- 
stroyed machinery with the intention of slightly slowing the acceler- 
ating destruction of our planet. 

A few days from now, I will begin to serve my term. I am in terrible 
pain at the thought of separation from my two little daughters. I am 
a severe claustrophobe, and lost 40 pounds in the two months of 
incarceration that followed my arrest. Prison will be more than usually 
difficult for me. But none of it matters much in the context of the crisis 
in which we find ourselves. 

We humans are collectively killing this planet and dooming our 
own children by indulging in an orgy of consumption and denial. The 
killing is quite legal: Whatever fragile legislative protections are 
enacted to slow it are abandoned when it becomes economically 
inconvenient to retain them. We yearly release millions of tons of 
chemical and radioactive poisons into our food, air and water — 
poisons that in some cases carry the threat of harm for 100 times longer 
than humans have had written records. It is, we are informed, not 
economically feasible to do otherwise. The Smithsonian Institute 
recently informed us that one-third to one-half of all existing species 
will become extinct in the next few decades. The Earth, in plain terms, 
is dying. The battle over environmental issues is not about logging jobs 
versus hiking trails, as our captains of industry would have us believe. 
It is about the continued existence of life forms higher than the 
cockroach on this planet. We are losing. 

We are gobbling the seed-stock of life and pretending that the free 
lunch can go on forever. The biosphere in which our species evolved 
has served to sustain us quite well for millennia. Yet those who seek to 
stop the brutal assault on our shared home are condemned as radicals 
bv men whose self-proclaimed conservatism is really nothing more 
than a demand to be allowed to enrich themselves at any cost. 

An intelligent conservative knows some deep truths, including 
the illusory nature of free lunches and the inadvisability of taking 
irreversible actions without understanding the consequences. Our 
behavior is neither intelligent nor conservative. 

I have learned through working with the dying and the addicted 
the incredible power of denial in the human psyche. Denial is what 
allows the addict to consume more poison, allows the smoker to assign 
that pain in his lungs to a temporary cold. The dying classically 
progress through certain easily recognizable stages on their journey. 
Denial is first, followed by bargaining, anger and finally, for those 
fortunate enough to reach it, peace and acceptance. We are as a culture 
and a species mostly in the denial stage, with a tentative reach into 
bargaining as we grudgingly accept the need to recycle a very few of the 
most convenient items we demand from our industries. Denial seldom 
solves anything, but it does allow an extended period of pretend well- 
being and good feelings. Our cultural denial is reinforced by an 
economy that is structured in such a way that survival can only be 
assured by growth. 

Growth by its very nature means an increase in the speed and 
efficiency of environmental destruction. All of our political and 
corporate leaders owe both their wealth and their power to growth. 
Anyone who says aloud that infinite growth on a finite planet is 
impossible is ridiculed. Denial has become official policy. 

There are two forms of biological growth. A healthy organism is 
born, grows to its genetically programmed size, reproduces and dies at 
the appropriate time. Cancer is also growth, a wild replication of one 
form of cell at the expense of all others within an organism. 
Unchecked, cancer kills its host and itself. Industrial civilization is a 
i cancer on the body of the Earth. We must change course dramatically 
W we wish our children to survive. rj 

' If what I and my three colleagues did has no effect other than ta 
further damage an already tattered social contract, then I apologize for 
my part in it. That was not the point. I acknowledge the necessity of 
Courts and laws, and accept my prison term. But I am not sorry. 

We are in desperate trouble on this Earth, and unless the thick veil 
of denial is tom, and quickly, we will march ourselves and the rest of 
►the beings with whom we share this sweet planet into possible 
^ xtinction. Our actions were an attempt, ill-conceived or not, to wake 
jL'x dreaming society. The effort was made not for personal gain but 
behalf of all beings and their unborn offspring. I hope someone is 
-listening. 

More Arizona 5 on page 24 



Oh those subterranean outhouse blues: activists cemented in ground close road in New South Wales. 


The Chaelundi Campaign 


A Victory for the Critters, 

By Ned 

The campaign to save all old 
growth forests remaining in Australia 
recently received national and inter- 
national attention with the successful 
blockade at Chaelundi, and subse- 
quent jcourt decision which recog- 
nized this ancient forest for its unique 
assortment of plant and animal com- 
munities. Chaelundi is seen by both 
the timber industry and environmen- 
talists as a test case for the future of 
old growth forests. Although forests 
and endangered species know noth- 
ing of political borders, unfortunately 
it is State governments in Australia 
that have the most power over land 
use issues rather than the federal 
governments. Consequently, issues 
of national importance such as pre- 
serving old growth forests have to be 
fought on a state by state basis. 

Old growth forests are being 
eliminated at an alarming rate in 
Australia. The timber industry is 
concentrating its activities in the few 
remaining areas of original forest 
outside of National Parks. The di- 
versity and complexity that charac- 
terizes old growth ecosystems will 
never be retained once these last 
stands are felled. In northeast New 
1 South Wales, the controversy cen- 
ters around the last 4% of intact old 
growth under control of the NSW 
Forestry Commission . The FC is de- 
termined to log these last areas, but 
have met with considerable opposi- 
tion from the North East Forest 
Alliance (NEFA), feral forest activists 
including the odd EF!er and the 
community in general. 

Chaelundi has reached a cre- 
scendo with the timber industry 


OldGrowth & Greenies 


predictably claiming job losses and 
mill closures would result from pro- 
tecting old growth, and the scientific 
community pointing out the impor- 
tance of these areas in preventing the 
extinction of a vast range of endan- 
gered and threatened species. In 1989, 
NEFA investigated the remaining old 
growth forests in northern NSW and 
identified Chaelundi as one of the 
largest stands — 7,000 hectares. At 
that time several scientists were 
conducting research into the fauna of 
the region. Dr. Tony Norton, of the 
Centre for Research and Environ- 
mental Studies at the Australian Na- 
tional University, predicted from 
computer models that optimum 
habitat for most arboreal (tree living) 
mammals would occur at Chaelundi. 

Subsequent surveys in the forest 
found that Chaelundi is home to an 
extraordinary diversity and contains 
an amazing density of arboreal 
mammals. Densities of 12 to even 
28.6 animals per hectare (compared 
to the usual 3-5 in such forests) 
showed Chaelundi to be far and away 
the richest known forest for these 
animals in Australia. Even 7 species of 
arboreal mammal in NSW is present 
from the Feathertail and Yellow Bel- 
lied Gliders to the Koala. Other old 
growth dependent and endangered 
species present in the forest are the 
Sooty, Masked and Powerful Owls, the 
Glossy Black Cockatoo and the Long- 
nosed Potoroo. 

In March 1990, the undisturbed 
forest of Chaelundi was nominated by 
the Wilderness Society under the 
Wilderness Act (NSW 1987) as part of 

continued on page 10 
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Nerve Ends 

The ferns, the moss 

leap into my eyes in vivid light green, 

the dark soil, rich humus 

of silent cedar decay 

clinging inside my nostrils 

each of my breaths 

the taking in 

of pure astonishing centuries 

breathing out to me 

as fresh, as cool 

as coastal rain, 

the dew, sparkling prisms 

from suspended silken spider webs 

each touch feels softness, yielding 

crumbling away 

old life to new in quiet heart rhythym 
I climb small 
and want to pause 
to see more than flashes 
feel all long, as in love 
but the wisdom is sipping away 
— more than simple death — 
and I labor with weak knees and lungs 
up the mountain 
then settle in to watch, 
hearing the clink and scuffle 
of stones and dirt 
falling down stiff pipes 
into infernal engines 
imagine the inaudible click 
of bolt cutters on hoses 
of the yellow mindless gangling 
arms of steel 

that would extinguish eternity 
with human hands. 

Then — a sound 
at the farthest edge of awareness 
that doesn't dance 
with the surging of the distant creek 
the roar of the wind in the firs — 
like a sneaking tire crunching gravel 
so slowly — 

I caw — no time to wait — 
his head comes up 
as fast as his legs move, 
running for cover 
He joins me, panting 
as I still listen — 

I explain in a whisper, not sure, 
then a heavy metallic crash 
sends us deer — leaping 
over snow patches 
and melting logs 
through the vivid green 
that taught me 
how to sense, 
alive and joyous, 
and how to use the gift. 

— Rabinowitz 


Buy Our Stuff: Impress Your Friends! 


Ho Ho Ho. It's that time of 
year... again. Hawkers of fripper- 
ies are preparing for their annual 
bonanza of buck-reaping. We are 
no exception. In our special 
holiday merchandise spread, we 
proffer an irresistable selection of 
fine products: T-shirts in a variety 
of luscious colors, books to 
stimulate the mind, music for the 
weary spirit, and stickers with 
witty and provocative slogans. 

While some may feel op- 
pressed by the ubiquitous com- 
mercial festivities, they may find 
some comfort in the knowledge 
that we here at the Earth First! 
journal feel a similar disquiet. 
You see, we are torn between 
giving away all this junk in a 
frenzy of socialist abandon, or 
becoming Captains of Industry. 
But take heart: while most capital- 


ists drool at the sight of your 
filthy lucre, which then serves to 
prolong the life of this festering 
carbuncle of a system, we will use 
it to speed the day of Reckoning. 

So, feel good about yourself 
as you browse our tantalizing 
catalog, and BUY AS MUCH AS 
YOU CAN. 

Look forward to our upcom- 
ing condom line: The Chico 
Mendez Memorial Special, 
handcrafted in natural, organic 
latex by indigenous rubber-tap- 
ping collectives in the Brazilian 
rainforest; the Camo Spurtsman 
(imprinted with Earth First! fist); 
and Tan with Tools. For the sake 
of the planet and the Cocksman 
in you, More Wilderness, Fewer 
People! 

— Vice Presidents of Advertising & 
Sales: James Barnes, Karen DeBraal 



EF! Children's Supplement 

This issue marks the debut of EARTHKIDS, the Earth First! children's 
supplement. Whether you are a kid or not, or have kids, take a look. We 
think you will agree this is not, especially in content, the usual pablum 
fed to young people on environmental issues. 

With the Yule issue EARTHKIDS becomes a four-page pullout, 
complete in itself. You will be able to order separate single copies or 
bundles for classroom, library or whatever, without freaking out your 
authority figures. 

In 1992, we plan to make EARTHKIDS quarterly, working ahead so 
that it will be of best use in working with children. 

EARTHKIDS will be as pertinent and varied as you make it. Plays, 
musicals, songs, stories, articles, poems, drawings and cartoons, games, 
puzzles, recipes, brickbats, bouquets — whatever — should be sent to 
EARTHKIDS editor Joanne Forman, P.O. Box 1101, Ranchos de Taos 
NM 87557. Information on subscriptions and bundles should go to the 
Earth First! Missoula office. 


Errata 


In his review of Van- 
ishing Lobo in the Litha edi- 
tion, Michael Robinson dicLtg 
not intend to say that White 
Sands is an innapropriate 
place for the Mexican wolf; 
rather, that it may not be 
good enough habitat and 
certainly is not as good as 
other places, such as the 
Gila. 



Journal staff observes a moment of silence as Missoula's Louisiana Pacific mill bums. 
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side of my self. All of us need to become 
one family. The masculine says either/ 
or, the feminine says both/and, and 
asks "What beautiful thing can I do 
here?" They should put birth control 
fluid in our water and then if yap. want 
a child take a pill to counter it.CWe all 
need to ask the Great Spirit's help/ 

— Rev. Niel Voigt j\J ZfaiKT ' j 

Dear Fecal Grey Matter, 

I think that Gary Sullivan, who 
decided to donate his $400 to 
Greenpeace because of your "smart 
butt" reply, needs to take a chill pill! No 
offense ]BUDI but you sound like a tight 
ass who has nothing better to do than 
pick your boogers & scratch your balls! 
Sorry dude, just relax a little, We should 
all be in this together! 

— Barf Bag 


Dear Earth Firstlers, 

I thank you for the hospitality of 
this year's national rendezvous. 

I had arrived by a rather informal 
invitation to talk on my people, the 
Cree, and James Bay Hydro develop- 
ment. The setting for the talk was 
great... It was outdoors! During thetime 
I was there I learned about various ac- 
tions and found out that EF'.ers had a 
definite sense of humour that they used 
to make points. As a Cree I love this as 
we love all political jokes. The action 
after the rendezvous with the "Cari- 
bou" drowning was one I will always 
regret missingCt'v 1 el l/Two uldThaiTtcyoti^ 
for your help in defending the Earth but 
/ as a Cree I can't. We don't thank people 
for using Common Sense. I, however, 
acknowledge it as something special in 
your society (tribe?). This work you do ( 
is important and the Earth, our mother, ) 
Dreator watch ov gr_all of you. 
Yours in Brotherhood, 

— William Nichols Grand Council of the 
Cree 

P.S. Great time. More relaxing than 
other events I've been to lately. When 
this is all over I'll take you on tours of 
my land. 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Despite persistent rumors to the 
contrary, this publication continues to 
be as vital and relevant as ever. Sitting 
here in the Earth First! office in Mis- 
soula, I can't help but be impressed by 
the tremendous job Tim, Bill, Carla and 
David and the many folks who come 
here to hammer out this rag have done. 
As someone who has worked hard on 
this newspaper from the very begin- 
ning, it was always my hope that Earth 
First! would take on a life of its own, and 
acquire its own voice independent of 
those few of us who were fool enough to 
think something this crazy would ever 
fly. This has surely happened, and its a 
great feeling to know that us grizzled 
old warhorses can head out to pasture 
knowing that there are others around to 
carry on. 

We have been through a lot to- 
gether, especially in the last two years. 
And now, over ten years since our 
humble beginning, Earth First! is still 
the only group that isn’t afraid to tell it 
like it is, that doesn't shy away from 
controversy, and is as bold and outra- 
geous as these times require . JThe next 
ten year s will be as hard as the last ten 
years, and will require some necessary 
broadenin g Of mir tocus trom tra/TiT 
tional wildern ess issues to include som e 
of the pressing global issuesl ike ozon e 
depletion, global warmin/andthe de - 
struction of the tropical rainforests, to 
name but a few. 

‘ But I thmlc we are ready. There are 
more Earth Firstlers around than ever 
before, and working on more issues in 
more places than ever before. I have 
recently met EFlers in places like 
Amsterdam, Leningrad, er, I mean St. 
Petersburg and Hydai Gwii. And given 
what we have been through, we still 
maintain an amazing sense of unity. 


There are those who wish we would just 
go away, who would like to write us off. 
But as long as we continue to say what 
needs to be said, and do what needs to 
be done, that will never happen. Like it 
or not, we are here to stay. And I for one 
am looking forward to more camara- 
derie, ass-kicking actions and general 
hell raising in the future. 

EARTH FIRST! 

— Mike Roselle 

Greetings, 

I've just received my first copy of 
my subscription to EF! Journal and what 
should be the featured story? The link 
between Animal Rights and Radical 
Environmentalism! Great Article. 

I've been an EF! supporter for years 
and an animal rights activist for the last 
three years and cannot understand why 
these two groups are at odds! True, the 
bunny-huggers I encounter within the 
animal rights ranks are annoying, but 
they are no more annoying than the 
Kumbaya-singing pseudo-hippies I've 
encountered at environmental func- 
tions. Seems like these two types of 
folks are the ones with the problems. 
The two groups might work well at a 
hunt sabotage just as long as they didn't 
have a BBQ afterwards. 

This is exactly the kind of division 
the Powers that Be want. While we 
quibble and quarrel over the fine print 
to the Great Plan to Save the Earth, the 
lumber people and cattle ranchers are 
hening their defense 
already thinks thatALFand Earth First! 
are the same threat to society. It make? 
sen se to help ea ch other or 

^Frankly, PcaiYrlmderstand why 
any EFler would eat meat. Do some 
EFlers just want to save the forest so they 
can go hunt and trap their own food 
and clothes like people did way back 
when? Sounds almost as bad as what 
the cattle ranchers/factory farmers are 
doing nowT^Tve^always thought the - 
^oreSts-and'wildlands should be pro -f 
ha nd hu ma ns not let back in at alLU 
Whatever. Go ahead and eat your 
meat, sing Kumbaya or hug your bun- 
nies. Just as long as you write a letter, 
block a logger, raid a lab or curse out a 
fur coat wearer. The key is to let your 
fellow activist do what they want and 
join together whenever possible for 
common causes and don't hold grudges ! 

Remember, there is no meat or 
land exploitation in home-brewed beer. 
So get together with some other radical 
you don't agree with, hoist a few and 
talk. You can find common ground and 
go from there. 

Thanks, 

— The Beer-Swilling Eco-Vegan 



Tng to be human and save Earth 
Mother. Only valuable years working at 
a home for psychotics and going to 
therapy have helped me see that every 
tension on this earth comes from un- 

(\% C^wrvA; > 


Dear SFB: 

Re: Cameron Spitzer's letter on 
rechargeable batteries in the 
Lughnsadh issue. Real Goods (1-800- 
762-732 S) has NiCads rated at 700 mAh 
and a Nickel Metal Hydride at 1,100 
mAh. These are both AA size. They also 
sell a variety of solar rechargers. 

— Portable Energy 

Dear Cranial Crap, A*'****' 1 - MS 

In the Mabon 1991 issue, 
"Anonymous" lives up to the Mark 
Twain quote, "Get your facts straight, 
then distort 'em at your leisure." The 
sanctuary’ s/he refers to is a privately 
owned patch of woodland with posted 
"No Hunting" signs, so the liberated fur 
animals are living in the wild. S/he also 
errs in the assumption that animal 
rights are human-controlled. Since 
when? Animal rights are just that: All 
animals have the right to exist free from 
human persecution. Anonymous, next 
time check out the facts. 

Now we come to "Cow Killer's" 
letter in the same issue. C-K, check out 
that Twain quote. You are also in error 
when you claim that vegetarians want 
ten times as many people as there are 
now. If you had read John Robbins' 
classic Diet for a New America, you would 
know that it takes far more land to grow 
crops for farm animals than it does for 
human consumption, so you feed ten 
times more people, not create ten times 
more people. Animals need rights be- 
cause they are sentient like us. Plants 
are not. As to C-K's "fact” that veg- 
etarianism makes you an "apish" mo- 
ron,' Albert Einstein was a strict veg- 
etarian. Think about i t. „ yr'\ 

Peace, 

— -James Clink 

Dear Coprolites for Grey Matter, 

I've got a line for all sloganeers and 
purveyors of B-stickers: ENDANGER 
CONDOS NOT CONDORS. If it ain't 
original, don't tell me. 

— Thomas Jefferson Grog 

To Whom it May Concern, 

Please drop my name from your 
mailing list as I no longer want to be 
associated in any way with Earth First! I 
had been looking forward to my return 
to the US so I could actively become 
involved in your organization but now 
that it has become so diverse as "de- 
fending wild critters," reclaiming the 
grassroots, etc, etc., I feel it is doomed to 
failure and want no part of it. 

Have any of you so-called eco- 
logical warriors ever heard of "Ducks 
Unlimited," an organization that saved 
countless thousands of acres of marsh 
land while at the same time promoting 
hunting? Or do any of you ecological 
warriors know that through coopera- 
tion between hunting groups and game 
management there are more deer, elk 
ducks, geese etc., now than there were at 
the turn of the century? Or let me put it 
more clearly: the first time an '"'Eco- 
logical Warrior" deliberately interrupts 


wnat nappenea to me oia uartn 
First!? I asked a friend of mine, a noted 
international journalist, to attend the 
EF! meeting in Ennis, Montana a year or 
so ago. I explained to him that in my 
opinion EF! needed some positive press 
in order to recruit more members. 
Sadly, he later told me that he believed 
the organization had lost its goals and 
was attempting to be an all encom- 
passing network that would never 
work. I have to agree with that analogy. 

You mentioned how the graying 
of the environmental movement con- 
cerns you. Well, what concerns me is 
how an organization that had goals 
could become so diverse to render it 
ineffective. 

So instead of calling yourselves 
Ecological Warriors, vou might try 
"Yarak Kafasl.” 

From a former EF! member, 

— Douglas C. Taylor, American Embassy 


Dear Disulfide Bonded Waste Matter 
fer Neural Transmissions, 

Terrible News! Those damn envi- 
ronmentalists want to phase out the 
CFC’s. Something about ozone deple- 
tion. And I thought ozone was a pol- 
lutant! Anyway.. .DuPont has a Freon 
Products Division Hotline #: 1 -800-44 1 - 
7S1S. You better get your freon while 
you still can. Before you know it, them 
environmentalists will make old 
growth cuttin' illegal. Jeeeeezzzzz. 

— Dancing Butterfly 

Dearest EFlers, 

Have any of you heard of the atrocity 
occurring in the Prince William Sound? 
Already victim of the fuckers from 
Exxon, the land is being clearcut 
(among other bullshit logging prac- 
tices) by Whiteston Logging Corpora- 
tion. The wood doesn't even stay in the 
country, it is being sold to Korea. The 
land was swindled from the Natives 
here and now it is being eaten by 
Whiteston termites. 

I’ve been doing my best. I started a 
group called "Students Against Irre- 
sponsible Logging." I've written letters 
everywhere. I've made many public 
speeches in the town. I need help 
though. I'm still in high school and I 
can’t save the forests as a student. I want 
to get my college degree in forestry and 
stop this bull crap. I can give informa- 
tion to any one who asks for it. It would 
be nice to have some relief. Write Stu- 
dents Against Irresponsible Logging, PO 
Box 2511, Cordova, AK 99574. 

From my Soul, 

— Jared Ray Shortman 

Dear Feco-encephalopod, 

I've heard this debate about sexist 
imagery rage on and on, and it's time for 
us to wake up and grow up. 

First, healthy men and women 
have fantasies of sex, rage, etc. on which 
they would never act in real life. Second, 
many of us grow out of the infantile 
expectation that the external world will 
conform to our inner wishes. Third, if I 
didn’t allow parents, churches, and 
schools to police my fantasies, I'll be 
DAMNED if I'll allow some armchair 
psycho-socio-cultural anal-vst to do it 
NOW. 

Should I be shocked, offended, or 
jealous if an artists draws conspicuous 
breasts or bulges on his/her fantasy eco- 
warrior? GET REAL. As Dylan said, "You 
can be in my dream if I can be in yours." 

J. Trask more SFB on page 30 
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Bombing Range Proposed in Owyhee Canyon 


By Committee For Idaho's High 
Desert 

A new threat has burst upon 
the high desert plateaus and spec- 
tacular canyonlands of Oregon, 
Idaho and Nevada. Idaho's gover- 
nor and the Air Force have revealed 
plans for a new bombing range at 
the very center of the Owhyee 
Canyonlands! 

If this project prevails, super- 
sonic flights will become a frequent 
everyday occurence over most of 
Malheur, Elko, Humboldt and 
Owyhee counties. The proposal is 
being pushed rapidly, allowing 
little time for the public to evaluate 
its merits. It is vital that your con- 
cerns be raised now so they can be 
examined in the Environmental 
Impact Statement. 

Air Force Invades the West 

With almost no public aware- 
ness or comment, the Air Force in 
recent years has greatly expanded 
supersonic and other military op- 
erating airspace (MOA) throughout 
the western US. Nevada is almost 
entirely covered by MOAs or other 
restricted military airspace and now 
Oregon and Idaho face similar 
threats. Worse, the military has 
physically grabbed entire valleys 
and mountain ranges in Nevada, 
causing dislocation of long-term 
residents of ranches and villages. 

Many citizens will be surprised 
to learn that much of southeast 
Oregon now lies under Military 
Operating Areas. The Air Force ap- 
pears to be establishing piece-by- 
piece the "Continental Operations 
Area" denied to it by Congress 
nearly two decades ago. Yet, the Air 


Force has failed to establish a need 
for expanded supersonic operating 
areas in Idaho or Oregon. 

After the controversial Saylor 
Creek Bombing Range proposal was 
soundly defeated by public opinion 
last year, Idaho's governor and in- 
dustrialist J.R. simply formulated a 
new proposal for a bombing range 
in the obscure hidden heart of the 
Owyhee canyonlands. Indeed, 
though discussion has been active 
for a year with rangers and some 
interest groups, conservationists 
were briefed by the Idaho 
governor's office barely 80 hours 
before the first scoping hearing. 
Massive Land Swap 

The governor of Idaho is pro- 
posing a massive exchange of Public 
Land for Idaho state lands. The 
Bureau of Land Management is be- 
ing asked to give Idaho title to 
147,000 acres of public land ad- 
ministered by the BLM in the heart 
of the Owyhee canyonlands. Then, 
Idaho proposes to lease this block of 
state land to the Air Force for a 
bombing range. 

Two ranchers within the pro- 
posed bombing range are to be 
bought out. A third rancher within 
the boundaries and those adjoining 
the supersonic bombing range have 
been ignored. Further details of the 
deal remain murky. 

The previous Air Force bomb- 
ing range proposal avoided the 
boundaries of Wilderness Study 
Areas but the new proposed bomb- 
ing range actually includes 61,000 
acres in four Wilderness Study Ar- 
eas. This is a threat to WSAs 
throughout the western US as this 
proposal may be a trial balloon to 


test the resolve of conservationists 
to defend WSAs. "Interim manage- 
ment policy" guidelines supposedly 
protect Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment WSAs until Congress acts on 
Wilderness recommendations. 

Today, sonic booms are infre- 
quent over Idaho deserts, but a huge 
Supersonic Operating Area would 
be associated with the proposed 
"Big Springs Bombing Range." If the 
Air Force propsal is successful, rou- 
tine sonic booms will rock an area of 
8,300 square miles in Idaho, Or- 
egon and Nevada. The Supersonic 
Operating Area overlays about a 
million acres of Wilderness Study 
Areas in the three states and the 
associated bombing range is cen- 
tered within at least sixteen WSAs. 

The AirForce claims supersonic 
flight will be restricted to 10,000 
feet above ground level, but con- 
servationists are not persuaded. At 
10,000 feet booms are still very 
disturbing, and the sonic boom 
footprint could be twenty miles 
wide along the flight path of the 
warplane. Military airplanes have 
been observed routinely violating 
airspace restrictions within the 
canyons of Idaho and Oregon, and 
the Air Force flip-flopped so many 
times druing the Saylor Creek 
Bombing Range controvery that it 
has little credibility remaining re- 
garding its intentions. 

Wildlife in Bombsights 

Burrowing owls and dense 
concentrations of other raptors in- 
habit the Dickshooter area, and 
peregrine falcons may be present. 
Bald eagles use the rivers during the 
winter and golden eagles are com- 
mon. Waterfowl include herons, 


cranes, egrets, ibis, ducks and geese. 
The mountain bluebird, Idaho's 
state bird, nests on the Owyhee Pla- 
teau. 

Antelope and deer would be 
impacted and Dickshooter Ridge is 
a critical wintering area for the 
surviving Owyhee elk herd. The 
Owyhee is home to perhaps half of 
the earth's California bighorn 
sheep, and it has become a major 
source for bighorn stock for 
reintroduction to other areas from 
which it has been exterminated. 
The Owyhee remains one of the few 
stronghold for river otter and the 
red banded trout. 

The plateaus support a number 
of rare plants in unique setting, but 
the Owyhee remains largely un- 
known to botanists. 

Native American gravesites, 
sacred grounds and traditional 
hunting and gathering grounds lie 
within the Owyhee. One of the 
densest concentrations of archaeo- 
logical sites in Idaho occur within 
the boundaries of the proposed 
bombing range, and outstanding 
historical buildings and stagecoach 
roads persist. 

Obviously the Air Force has 
again misjudged the public's atti- 
tude toward the Owyhee Country. 
The Air Force must be told in 
stronger terms that the Owyhee is 
not some barren wasteland to be 
bombed and abused. The Owyhee is 
the source of lifetime memories for 
thousands of our citizens, as well as 
the non-human species which live 
there. 

Additional Issues for the EIS 
— Do Idaho's governor and Idaho 
State Land board have the constitu- 


Siouxan Roadless Area Under Assault 


By Wile E Coyote 

The mightiest temperate forest 
on earth once blanketed the area 
now known as southwestern 
Washington state. A century of in- 
dustrial exploitation has, for the 
most part, reduced this region to a 
depauperate monoculture of single- 
aged Douglas fir stands laced with 
logging roads and fragmented by 
recent clearcuts. Few places have 
managed to escape the chainsaw 
thus far; the largest and most im- 
minently threatened of these is the 
Siouxon (pronounced SOO-san) 
roadless area. 

The Siouxon fire of 1902 
burned about 40,000 acres, killing 
most of the ancient forest in the 
area. Ironically, this fire also spared 
the area from being roaded and 
logged, since little merchantable 
timber could be extracted. The 
Siouxon roadless area is now one of 
the more ecologically healthy 
places in southwestern Washing- 
ton, supporting a diverse second- 
growth native forest that is just 
reaching maturity. This forest in- 
cludes populations of elk, moun- 
tain lions, black bears, raptors, 
rainbow trout, and other less char- 
ismatic but equally important 
creatures. Younger native forests 
such as this are just as rare and 


endangered as the ancient forests 
that are receiving so much atten- 
tion. 

The Siouxon roadless area is 
especially threatened. The Wash- 
ington State Department of Natural 
Resources is in the process of gut- 
ting that portion of the area under 
its administration. The Forest 
Service's portion of the roadless 
area, the upper Siouxon valley, is 
scheduled for liquidation begin- 
ning in 1993. These plans will be 
carried out under the auspices of 
New Perspectives ("a kinder, gentler 
holocaust"). 

Realistically, there is very little 
hope of stopping the Department of 
Natural Resources at this point. 
They are under mandate to utilize 
their lands for maximum economic 
return, and their assault upon this 
area is already well under way. The 
Forest Service, however, might still 
be stopped from destroying their 
12,590 acres of this roadless area. 
Under New Perspectives, this 
agency is supposed to allow a 
greater degree of public involve- 
ment in their process, thus lending 
the appearance of public approval 
to their final solution for our last 
unprotected roadless areas. They 
need to hear what biocentrists and 
deep ecologists have to say about 
their plans. 

One possible alternative to the 


Forest Service's planned destruc- 
tion of this area would be to estab- 
lish a "Siouxon-Trapper Creek Wil- 
derness Recovery Area." Simply by 
closing approximately two miles of 
forest road #58 (as well as some low- 
grade feeder roads and cherrystem 
roads), the Siouxon roadless area 
could be reunited with the Trapper 
Creek Wilderness, the Sister Rocks 
Research Natural Area, and the 
Bourbon Creek roadless area. This 
last area is of particular interest, 
since the Forest Service cynically 
drew the Trapper Creek wilderness 
boundary to exclude the Bourbon 
Creek roadless area, which contains 
valuable old-growth forest (excel- 
lent spotted owl habitat) that the 
forest service wants to clearcut. All 
four of these areas should be pro- 
tected as a single roadless unit. 

What you can do: Contact 
these public officials and tell them 
how you would like the Siouxon 
area to be managed. More impor- 
tantly, visit the siouxon roadless 
area and environs. It lies north est of 
the towns of Chelatchie and 
Amboy, Washington (consult a 
map of the Gifford Pinchot Na- 
tional Forest). Get to know this 
special, powerful place. Be sure to 
bring your tool kit in case you need 
to make any "emergency repairs." 


Ted Stubblefield, Supervisor, 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest, 
POB 8944 

Vancouver , WA 98668-8944 
(206)695-7500 

Geof Wilson, District Ranger 
Wind River Ranger District 
Carson, WA 98610 
(206)427-5645 

Senator Slade Garton 
Senator Brock Adams 
c/o Senate Office Buidling 
Washington, DC 20510 

Representative Jolene Unsoeld 
Representative Sid Morrison 
Representative Norm Dicks 
c/oHouse Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

State Senator Dean Sutherland 
405 John A. Chergerg Building 
Olympia, WA 98504 
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tional authority to exchange lands 
in this manner? What is the role of 
the Idaho legislature? 

— The WSA lands are under Interim 
Management Policy guidelines and 
only Congress can release the 
WSAs. Congress must authorize the 
disposal of Public Lands in excess of 
5000 acres. 

— What will happen to Air Force 
ranges associated with bases now 
scheduled for closure? Couldn't 
one of these ranges be recycled in- 
stead of creating a whole new 
range? Does the Air Force need a 
new range? 

— Mountain Home Air Force Base is 
an indentified priority site for toxic 
waste cleanup. Bombing ranges are 
notorious toxic sites. Why should 
the public allow the creation of 
another potential toxic site before 
MHAFB is cleaned up? 

— Will the State of Idaho, if it leases 
the range to the Air Force, become 
liable for a future Superfund site, or 
for other unforeseen liabilities? 
Will the Air Force — that is, the 
Federal Government — be able to 
take a walk leaving Idaho holding 
the bag? 

— The lands within the proposed 
range are headwaters of a federally 
designated Wild and Scenic River: 
the mainstream Owyhee in Oregon. 
What will be the impacts from 
toxics, runoff and erosion from in- 
creased wildfire associated with the 
range? 

— What will be the status of water 
rights on the 147,000 acre bombing 
range? Will these water rights be 
transferred to adjoining lands for 
agricultural development, or for 
cyanide leach mining develop- 


ment? Who would most likely be 
the recipient of these water rights? 
— The EIS must include compari- 
sons of the economic benefits of the 
proposed range with the economic 
benefits of alternatives such as 
Owyhee National Park. Economic 
studies must consider revenues 
from lost grazing fees, lost recre- 
ational expenditures, and quantifi- 
able values for lost opportunites 
such as wilderness experience. 
What is the rationale of closing 
bases in one part of the nation and 
spending tens or hundreds of mil- 
lions of tax dollars to open new 
ranges where they are not wanted? 
If MHAFB closes in the near future, 
will other bases continue to use the 
range even though Idaho would no 
longer be receiving the much- 
touted economic benefits? 

— What will be the impacts on ac- 
cess of Native Americans to ances- 
tral gravesites and sacred grounds? 
What will be the impacts on access 
for traditional and subsistence 
hunting and gathering? 

— What will be the impacts on rap- 
tors? This area is home to one of the 
densest concentrations of raptors in 
the world, and probably is a signifi- 
cant flyway for raptor migration. 
— What will be the impacts on rein- 
troduced bighorn sheep and critical 
winter range for the Owyhee elk 
that winter in the Dickshooter area? 
— What is the official status of the 
Saylor Creek Bombing Range 
Citizen's Working Group? The Air 
Force must be strongly urged to re- 
convene the working group. Alter- 
nately, the Air Force should take the 
necessary steps to create a new 
citizen's working group. 


What You Can Do: 

1. The Air Force must know you 
concerns now. Issues raised in 
scoping may be the only ones al- 
lowed to be contested later. State 
your concerns and demand that the 
general public be allowed to express 
themselves at several convenient 
locations after reasonable public 
notice. Be sure to request a copy of 
the Draft EIS and request that you 
be included in any future mailings 
concerning the Big Springs Range. 
Letters should go to: 

Lt. Col. Tom Bartol 
Director of Environmental Pro- 
grams 

AFRCE-BMS/DEV 
Building 520, Room 131 
Norton AFB, CA 92409-6884 
Telefax: 714-382-7762 

2. By law, Congress must approve 
the disposal of Wilderness Study 
Areas, the withdrawal of Public 
Lands in excess of 5,000 acres, as 
well as funding for the bombing 
range. The establishment of Super- 
sonic Operating Areas over the 
Owyhee must be questioned: 

The Hon. Dale Bumpers, Chairman 
Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee 
Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, DC 20510-0401 

3. The BLM now manages 98% of 
the lands in the proposed bombing 
range, but BLM Director Cyjamison 
has rolled over on the Big Springs 
Range. The BLM shoul be encour- 
aged to resist the withdrawal of Pub- 
lic Lands. 

The Hon. Manuel Lujan, Jr. 

Office of the Secretary 


US Department of the Interior 
18th and C Streets NW 
Washington, DC 20240 

4. The Federal Aviation Agency 
must approve the designation of 
military airspace. Ask to be notified 
of any airspace changes in the 
Saylor Creek, Owyhee, Paradise, 
Saddle Mountain, Hart Mountain, 
or Juniper MOAs. Request that any 
changes to the Owyhee MOA be 
done through a full EIS, including 
public hearings in Boise and Port- 
land. Volume of mail is important. 
Federal Aviation Agency 
Northwest Mountain Region 

1 7900 Pacific Hwy. S. 

C-68966 

Seattle, WA 98168-0966 phone 
(206) 431-2735 

5. Watch newspapers for dates and 
locations of the upcoming hearings 
on the Draft EIS. Attend a hearing 
and speak up! 

6. Photos are a must. Try to visit 
Dickshooter Ridge-Pole Creek-Deep 
Creek, take photographs and sub- 
mit photos with testimony. People 
with special knowledge (raptors, 
cultural, hunting, hiking, 
whitewater, etc.) are urged to bring 
their information forward. 



Fat of the Land 


by Park N. Lott 

■There come seven men on 
bicycles. They're fast even for bi- 
cyclists. They're Big Oil Executives. 
They work for Conoco a few hours 
each morning. They have a lot of 
time to practice riding. 

Is there such a thing as "the 
fat of the land"? If there is, then 
that's what the seven men sweat off 
while they ride. Some other people 
dig up the oil at "Continental Oil." 
Some other people refine it. Some 
other people take it in trucks to 
gasoline stations. Some farmers put 
it in their tractors to grow spinach 
in the desert. These men eat the 
spinach, and ride their bikes faster 
than Popeye could. They eat the 
spinach and sweat it out before it 
ever really is fat. It drips on their 
bicycle wheel spokes and splashes 
onto the ground. 

These men ride fast enough 
to win a race. Maybe they could or 
couldn't have won a race when they 
were in high school, but they could 
all win one now. The other people 
who might have beaten them in a 
race in high school are too tired 
from working in a truck or on a farm 
to win any races. 

All of these men would 
make sure to win any race they were 
in. If you were in a race with any of 
these men and you started to beat 


him, he would kill you with a secret 
gun He has hidden under his bicycle 
seat, if he thought no one would see 
what he did. 

Those men live here in 
Houston and they always ride in 
this city park in the morning. They 
will die very sick men, one day, but 
I don't tell them. 

See, at night the EPA goes to 
sleep. Then Conoco makes the air 
into poison soup by running their 
refineries full blast for twelve hours 
while the EPA pretends not to 
know. At night. 

In the morning, the men on 
bicycles breathe poison air. Little 
pockets in their lungs called alveoli 
take the poison out as they breathe. 
The poison stays in them. They 
exhale tiny bits of cleaner air. The 
men are little bitty filters. 

The poison in their lungs 
will go to their brains and make a 
tumor grow. Most of the men in 
Houston, Texas, develop brain tu- 
mors, I think. 

I don't tell these seven men, 
because they are rich and will use 
their money to move to Montana if 
they know. 
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Tongass Reform Act Sold Out by Stevens 

By Mike Roselle And Allison Slater 


The process of making paper and the 
politics that go with it are dirty, from start to 
finish. Often in our overly specialized economy, 
the different steps in the process are separated by 
hundreds of miles, so the communities dealing 
with one problem don't see the rest of the story. 
The ecosystems in or near Tongass National For- 
est in Alaska, at 1 7 million acres by far our largest 
national forest, have the privilege of shouldering 
all the environmental damage, from logging to 
processing the pulp to providing the fuel for the 
procedure. 

Last year Congress passed the Tongass 
Reform Act, which supposedly ended the man- 
date for the forest to provide 450 million board 
feet each year by calling for renegotiating the 50 
year contracts. But Alaskan Senator Stevens, con- 
cerned, of course, with JOBS, put a provision in 
the 1992 budget which requires the same amount 
to be harvested, reform act or not. In addition, 
the Forest Service has refused to implement any 
of the reforms, especially the one calling for a 
halt to the process of "high -grading", where only 
the high volume stands are cut, even though 
these are the ones most critical to wildlife. 

The comment period for the 
new ten-year plan for the Tongass 
recently ended, timed carefully to 
take place when the coastal troll fish- 
ermen, traditionally the group most 
concerned with and hurt by water 
pollution and damage to spawning 
beds, were out earning a living. An- 
gered by this obvious political bias, 
the fishing groups and environmen- 
talists are trying to get the comment 
period for this important plan ex- 
tended to include more than the 
opinions of loggers and mill workers, 
who are more often than not paid to 
testify by the pulp mills. 

Reports from Alaskan De- 


partment of Fish and Game, hardly a bunch of 
eco-radicals, give a hint of the degradation that 
has been done by the insane pace of logging. 
Some streams which were supposed to be pro- 
tected by the Reform Act were scheduled to be cut 
right down to the banks. A few of these cuts were 
stopped when biologists saw what was planned, 
but many areas were cut with no monitoring 
whatsoever. Orders from Stevens were "not to 
hold up" sales translated into sales going through 
with no studies or environmental review. 

All big timbering areas are used to the 
argument that loggers depend on the sales for 
their jobs. In Tongass the loggers are a small 
consideration next to the pulp mills, which are 
the top employers. Two pulp mills, Alaska Pulp 
Mill and Katchikan Pulp (owned by Lousiana- 
Pacific) on Prince of Wales Island require a cer- 
tain amount of timber to keep them operational. 
Stevens considers it his primary responsibility to 
keep those mills running, whether or not he 
slashes the entire state to do it, and regardless of 
whether people really need the pulp or not. The 
pulp, by the way, is shipped out of the country, 
mostly to Japan, and is used to make cellophane 
and Rayon, cheap shirts and Twinkie wrappers. 


The pulp mills, being true symbols of the 
capitalist spirit, are involved in both the supply 
and demand side of environmental degradation. 
They eat trees and shit out amazing amounts of 
pollution. Alaska Pulp Corp. alone spews out 40 
million gallons of industrial waste a day into 
Silver Bay. It uses 30 million pounds of chlorine 
a year. Almost seven tons of sulfur dioxide floats 
out of its smoke stacks every day. Chloroform, 
methanol, hydrogen sulfide, dioxin... the list 
goes on and on. 

Two Greenpeace activists were arrested 
during a protest in Silver Bay on August 14. As 
part of their campaign against the use of chlorine, 
the two activists from Sitka chained themselves 
to the docks while supporters hung a banner. The 
protest was timed to prevent a barge bringing 
chlorine to the mill from unloading, which uses 
the chemical to whiten the pulp, then dumps the 
waste into the water. The protest was part of a 
summerlong campaign by Greenpeace and the 
Rainbow "Warrior to call attention to ongoing 
destruction of Alaska's environment. 

In addition to visiting Sitka, The Rain- 
bow Warrior also visited Thorne Bay, site of L-P's 
log deck, and lodged a strong complaint with the 
District Ranger over logging in 
Honker Divide, one of the states 
most productive salmon spawning 
areas. This is all part of 
Greenpeace's new campaign to 
halt logging on public lands. 

People interested in helping to 
stop the destruction of the Tongass 
should write the USFS there and 
call for a halt to logging by the 
giant pulp mills, and protection for 
the remaining old growth or con- 
tact Southeast Alaska Conserva- 
tion Council at POB 21692 Juneau, 

. AK 99802 (907)586-6942. 



Flushing Out the Bullshit in Alaska 

By Cary Bou 


Oh give me a home, where the caribou roam 
And the wolf and the polar bear play 
There's white arctic fox, and the giant musk ox 
And the bowhead whales spout in the bay. 

Arctic Wildlife Refuge... 

Dar ryl Cherne y, carboard caribou antlers 
strapped to his head, chirped to about 100 activ- 
ists gathered outside the Loussac Library in An- 
chorage, Alaska, for an anti-oil, pro-Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge demonstration. It was 
August 7, and the Congressional Subcommittee 
on Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation and the 
Environment was breezing through this oil boom 
town to listen to selected "public" testimony on 
whether Congress should open up the coastal 
plain of the Refuge to oily corporations. Outside 
a coalition of environmental folks were standing 
together in their own show of support for the 
Refuge. 

At this supposedly "public" hearing, the 
only 1 4 people invited to testify were those group 
representatives that had already flown to DC and 
spoken at other hearings, and only four hours 
were allocated for testimony on one of the most 
important issues to hit this state in a decade. So 
at $3,290 an hour (not including rriaintenance 
and crew costs) the Air Force DC-9 flew all the 
way to Alaska for four hours of regurgitated 
babble. After the hearing they got down to the 
real business and all flew north to the Refuge for 
some sight-seeing. The committee should have 
spent much longer in Anchorage listening to the 
concerns of the people who can't afford to fly to 


DC every week to lobby; fisherpeople, trappers, 
native people, from the working backbone of the 
state. Instead, they got to hear, for the 100th 
time, from the demented governor and his oil 
buddies. 

Street theatre, music and signs were the only 
ways the silenced Alaskans and environmental- 
ists had to tell the Congressional Committee how 
they felt about the opening of ANWR. 

Inside, 200 people packed the Assembly 
chambers and were treated to some real comic 
relief. We heard from our crazy oil bedfellow 
governor that, "It would be immoral to know 
about natural resources and not use them. It 
would be a crime against humanity and Christi- 
anity if you said, 'You can't do this.' " 

Four native leaders also testified, two favor- 
ing development, two against. Sarah James spoke 
for the Gwitch'in tribe. The Gwitch'in culture 
and the ecosystem they depend on is threatened 
by oil development in the calving grounds of the 
Porcupine caribou herd on the coastal plain of 
the Refuge. This is the one place among the 
thousands of miles that the caribou travel each 
year where development can affect the entire 
herd. Sarah said that Congress has ignored her 
people on this issue for years, that visitors never 
stop to listen to Gwitch'ins ' concerns but always 
find time for Kaktouk, a North slope native vil- 
lage that favors development. Sarah told the 
panel that, "It's not just what we eat, it's who we 
are. Caribou are our life. " 

After Sarah finished her heartfelt, moving 


testimony, Alaskan representative Don Young 
broke into another of his infamous outbursts, 
this time viciously directed at the native peoples 
who are trying to hang on to the last threads of 
their culture. 

We tried to set old Don straight, but he ran 
into the toilet, to deposit the rest of his b.s. in the 
apropriate facility. Undaunted, Darryl and Steve 
ran into the urinals lecturing Young on his un- 
derhanded dirty tactics. Struck with an unusual 
bout of stagefright, Young tried to hide in a stall, 
but the Toilet Action Group surrounded the door 
determined that Don should get his facts straight 
on the Refuge issue. 

One of the most important ways the 
Gwitch'in are trying to fight the loss of their 
lands and culture is by declaring the village a dry 
community, to halt the destruction alcoholism 
has wrecked on other native people. Now they 
face one of the biggest fights of their history — the 
ultimate fight for survival to stop the Porcupine 
Caribou herd from going the way of the buffalo 
at the hands of money hungry white men. 

If anyone is interested in finding out more 
about the Gwitch'in and their struggle, they can 
be reached at the Gwitch'in Steering Committee, 
POB 202768 Anchorage, Alaska 99520. 
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Train Trash 


Protesting Pavement 

By Jan Lund berg 

Alliance For A Paving Moratorium 


By Ron Johnson 

During this past summer a job photograph- 
ing white water kayaking trips gave me the 
chance to spend some time on the Arkansas River 
in Colorado. Early in the season, I was setting up 
for my daily trip when I smelled a really foul odor, 
like a match that had just been lit. I looked down 
and noticed my shoes and the ground were 
covered with a sticky white substance. Later that 
day I mentioned the stench and the white goo to 
my kayaking partner. Apparently there had been 
a train derailment there a few years back and a car 
containing sulfur spilled its contents on the 
ground and in the river. They never bothered to 
clean it up. 

A few days later I went back to the site and 
noticed lots of junk scattered all along the tracks 
and riverbank. A wheel, still there from the 
wreck, stood proudly as a momento to the derail- 
ment. 

Over the rest of the summer I took mental 



notes of all the garbage dumped in and near the 
river by the railroad; wire, paint cans, buckets, 
piles of rotten wood, generic trash. One day I 
discovered a shocking practice of the railroads. 
Let me explain: A train's wheel sits on a fixed axle, 
meaning both wheels are connected to the same 
axle. When a train has to take a comer, one wheel 
on the axle is going faster than the other. In order 
to save wear on the tracks and the wheels, the 
railroad installs "flange-greasers." A flange- 
greaser is a pump mechanism buried under the 
track. It is activated when the train runs over the 
switch. Large amounts of toxic grease are squirted 
onto the wheels to lubricate them on the turns. 
The grease then runs down the track, pools into 
slimy clumps and leeches into the ground, water- 
shed and the river. When the piles of sludge get 
too large for the trains to pass, work crews shovel 
the piles over the bank and into the river. 

The Colorado River through Gore Canyon is 
a wonderful kayak run, as well as the lifeblood of 
the ecosystem, but unfortunately the railroad 
passes through this canyon, and with the railroad 
comes pollution. Amtrak passes through here 
once a day and their cups, wrappers and garbage 
litter the river. The rocks are streaked with silver 
from paint cans tossed over the banks. Telephone 
poles and wire are everywhere. On our last paddle 
through the canyon, railworkers were tossing 
boulders into the river like it was childsplay, 

making the river more dangerous for kayakers, 
and constanly changing the flow of the river and 
the shape of the bank. 

Now that summer has ended, I am back in 
the East, looking at the rail lines here. It is no 
different, same pollution, same problems. The 
railroad has a vast history in the development of 
America, and it is often suggested that we should 
go back towards the use of rail to reduce the 
number of cars and roads. But if the railroads 
want to be a part of the future, they need to clean 
up their act. 


Roads, paved and unpaved, the machines 
that run on them and the development that can 
then proliferate, constitute the common de- 
nominator of what is killing Earth: "growth" and 
the furious devouring of our planetary home. 

Road building is the steel cable (rather than 
a "thread") connecting the exploitation of 
Malaysia's Sarawak jungle, the logging of 
Oregon's North Kalmiopsis Wilderness, and our 
cities, which look like used-car parking lots. 

The "Senate Energy Sellout" and Caltrans' 
function ("to pave over every inch of the state so 
that we can get from hell to damnation faster") 
are two more issues familiar to Earth First! read- 
ers: just further proof of the need for the soonest 
possible national moratorium on new roads and 
parking lots. 

There is a constant need to watch our oily 
characters on Capitol Hill and to take direct 
action for ancient trees, but the public must come 
to understand we have too many urban and 
country roads, and that to allow more roads and 
parking lots is to guarantee our own destruction 
along with all Nature. 

Roads represent our fossil-fueled society's 
oil- supply lines. How idiotic to lengthen them 
when the world considers oil a strategic com- 
modity, when there can be a supply crisis, and 
when the US will run out of oil by around the year 
2020. Because US overpopulation was reached by 
1930, before the US went petrochemical for food 
production, our vulnerability is not just in terms 
of shortage at gasoline stations. 

How inefficient to travel on roads compared 
to safe and sane Amtrak, and how awful to rely on 
congested roads instead of being able to walk or 
bike. Carrying this obsessive heresy further, to 

unplug ourselves from the car and not have to 
commute at all is the first step towards liberation 
from a savage economy on the ropes which 
threatens to pull almost everybody down the 
toilet. 

How filthy and ruinous that erosion from 
roads (and clearcuts) chokes endangered salmon, 
that roadside pesticide spraying accumulates in 
our living tissue, and that poiSon runoff from 
pavement is a source of lead poisoning of our 
water comparable to factory lead pollution. 

This whole education campaign is bigger 
than merely emphasizing these negatives and 
suggesting piecemeal alternatives. The members 
of the Alliance for a Paving Moratorium (on new 
roads and parking lots), 30 transit and environ- 
mental groups coast to coast, propose a road 
moratorium to bring about the redevelopment 
and greening of all our decayed, older communi- 
ties. The implications for curbing "growth" are 
enormous: a paving moratorium can lead to the 
restructuring of our whole way of life and the 
adoption of a total conservation ethic. A favor- 
able global impact is inevitable, but time is run- 


ning out! 

Mechanics of roads and a moratorium 

A road moratorium signifies the end of the 
road building juggernaut: much of the earth- 
moving machinery will be scrapped, autos and 
trucks will not have more space to find fleeting 
elbow-room, and the oil industry will have to 
reduce refinery crude runs. Heavy, toxic, residual 
asphalt is produced in quanity mostly to enable 
the simultaneous production of the most prized 
refined product, gasoline. Both needs would be 
reduced by the moratorium. 

Signers of the paving moratorium know that 
the goal of the environmental movement is re- 
ally to bring about a community-based, decen- 
tralized form of human settlement in what has 
become an industrialized, needlessly mechanical 
world. They know that there is no technological 
fix to accommodate our consumer society. 

So, as we watch DC environmental groups 
lobby on energy and transportation, let us re- 
member they are not playing with a totally full 
deck: The Motor Vehicle Fuel Efficiency Act, 
boosting requirements for new cars to 40 miles 
per gallon by the year 2000, would not address 
the problem of cheap gasoline, which is hardly 
taxed, and subsidized by Desert Storm, nor the 
prospect of 1000 Geos replacing 100 Chevvs. 

Senator Pat Moynihan (D-NY) has become a 
hero of mass transit lobbyists, but his compro- 
mise legislation on highways still would tax us for 
billions of dollars worth of new roads. In this 
package is a $37 billion wetlands "mitigation" 
slush fund to facilitate road building. Right now 
there are 907,000 miles of undermaintained 
roads in the US, and there is not enough money 
to keep those pothole-free. To make matters 
worse, the House of Representatives offers a new 
highway construction bill that would dwarf the 
senate's misguided, too-little-too-late reform. 
The House would put 3/8 of the myriad 
porkbarrel projects in five states — coincidentally 
those states which are represented by the most 
influential committee members. 

Wilderness activists point out that there are 
eight times as many road miles in our national 
forests as there are in the Interstate Highway 
System. However, every road, no matter where, 
erodes and poisons our communities, separates 
the racesand classes by alllowing “white flight," 
and degrades ecosystems and the biosphere. 

Let us unite to bring about global coopera- 
tion to save tropical rainforests and stave off 
global warming by showing our fellow deforest- 
ing nations that the US is no longer building 
roads and parking lots. Join the Alliance for a 
Paving Moratorium and "hit the pavement!" 

For more information contact The Alliance 
for a Paving Moratorium POB 8558, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22404 (703) 371-0222. 
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By Greg Gordon 


In the vast, untouched origins of the Ama- 
zon tributaries, 1500 Huanorani Indians fight for 
their existence against oil corporations, the Ecua- 
dorian government and a flood of colonists from 
the Andes. 

On July 9, 1991, four activists from the 
Rainforest Information Center were arrested and 
imprisoned without charges as they entered the 
Oriente (the Ecuadorian Amazon) to help the 
Huanorani demarcate their territory to keep the 
colonists out, build a cultural center, and orga- 
nize into a political force. The Ecuadorian Army 
controls access to the area and answers directly to 
the international oil companies, often bypassing 
the govenment. The oil companies do not like 
the idea of environmentalists working with in- 
digenous people in the field. They prefer their 
environmentalists in Washington D.C. A false 
military intelligence report surfaced implicating 
RIC in indigenous uprisings. The activists were 
held in jail for four days, then released when the 
British Embassy stressed that it is illegal to arrest 
and deport people without any charges. The 
American Embassy was extremely uncoopera- 
tive. Big surprise. Conoco is an American com- 
pany and a subsidiary of DuPont. The CIA has a 
long history of covert activities in Ecuador (see 
Philip Agee's Inside the Compart}'.) George Bush is 
an oil slime bag and ex-CIA chief. You figure it 
out. 

The Huanorani still more or less live a tradi- 
tional hunter/gatherer lifestyle in the midst of oil 
exploration. They are semi-nomadic, living in 
family groups of 15-20, subsisting off monkeys, 
javelinas, small garden plots, and their incredible 
knowledge of medicinal plants. 

The Oriente is probably the most bo- 
tanically diverse place on earth with 9000-12,000 
estimated plant species. This high biodiversity 
resulted during the Pleistocene era when much of 
the Amazon basin dried out, but isolated areas 
such as the Napo River drainage remained wet 
serving as a biological refuge. Many of the species 
still remain in the area as remnants from the 
Pleistocene are now found nowhere else, biolo- 
gists and botanists estimate that hundreds of 
species remain undiscovered, jaguars, tapirs, 
monkeys, crocodiles, fresh water dolphins, 120 
mammals, over 600 bird species, some 500 spe- 
cies of fish and countless unknown species of 
frogs, insects and plants abound in this rainforest 
wilderness. 

With petroleum exploration and devel- 
opment and the subsequent colonization that 
follows many of these species are sure to become 
extinct. Even if the Huanorani survive as a 
people, it is doubtful their culture will remain 
intact. TheTagaeri gro up, however, are especially 
resistant to infringemSlll upun llielf tefrifor^Tn 
~~T9S7- the T agacri - a L UCked ~a'~group of oil explo- 
ration workers who were laying seismic lines 
Avhich cut through the Tagaeri gardens. The oil 
/companies enlisted the help of the Catholic 
/ Bishop in missionizing and "taming" theTagaeri. 

• The bishop and a nun flew into the area by 
\ helicopter bearing gifts and were found a week 
later with 17 spears embedded in their bodies, 
ceremoniously killed. 

j For nearly 20 years, international oil 

companies, led by our own dear Texaco, have 
sucked oil from a vast reserve near the headwaters 
of the Amazon. A pipeline stretches from the 
Oriente, climbs nearly 10,000 feet over the Andes 
and drops back down to the coast for refining and 
export (mostly to the US). For the past two 
decades, this pipeline and other oil activities 
leaked more than 16 million gallons of oil (more 
than the Exxon Valdez spill) into the rainforests. 
Roads were punched through the pristine 
rainforest and colonists from the heavily popu- 
lated Andes poured in carving small farms out of 
the jungle to raise coffee, bananas, and cattle. 

To put things in perspective, Ecuador is 
the most densely populated country in South 
America, up to its volcanos in debt, and highly 
dependant upon petroleum exports, which ac- 


count for 60% of the nation's income. From 1972 
to 1982 the government earned over $ 7 billion in 
oil revenues. 

In 1979 Ecuador created the Yasuni Na- 
tional Park in the heart of the Oriente. Shortly 
thereafter, Conoco discovered oil in the park 
(and we all know what that means). In the spring 
of 1990, the government of Ecuador, in a thinly 
veiled political move, expanded the neighboring 
Huanorani indigenous territory to 1.5 million 
acres. Much of this land resulted from redrawing 
the boundary of the park to exclude the proposed 
oil fields which now lie in the deepest part of the 
Huanorani territory. However, the government 
did not give the Huanorani any mineral rights, so 
the oil companies are free to explore and develop 
any petroleum. It is against Ecuadorian law 
(whatever that's worth) to explore or develop 
petroleum in national parks, however, Conoco 
holds a leasing concession in the middle of the 
park. 

The two pristine areas under immediate 



"Excellent work, Digby— you've created a fur coat 
that even the animal rights people can enjoy." 

threat are block 16 and 22, both under conces- 
sion lease to Conoco. The oil discovery in block 
16 lies nearly 100 miles from the nearest road. 
ELF, a French company which holds the conces- 
sion north of block 16, has already constructed 
15 miles of road. Conoco repeatedly pledged 
publicly to exploit petroleum activites in an "en- 
vironmentally sensitive" manner. For example, 
Conoco will use cluster wellheads, rehabilitate 
the area, and not interfere with the Huaorani 
lifestyle. (????) To prevent colonization, Conoco 
and the Ecuadorian government (two entities 
noted for their upstanding sensibilities) promise 
to police the road, keeping out all colonists. 
Conoco also promises not to build a bridge across 
the Napo River; the pipeline will go under the 
river. Admittedly Conoco also promises not to 
build a bridge across the Napo River; the pipeline 
will go under the river. Admittedly Conoco is 
more susceptible to environmental pressure than 
say Petroecuador or Braspetro (the Brazilian com- 
pany) and has a public image to maintain. How- 
ever, Conoco holds the lease for 20 years, after 
which time it reverts to the Ecuadorian govern- 
ment which views the Oriente as a lelease valve 
for population pressure. As long as land can be 
opened up in the Oriente, the government can 
diffuse the land distribution struggle and will 
eventually build a bridge and open the road to 
colonization. 

Citing opposition by environmental and 
indigenous groups, in December of 1990, 
Conoco announced it was considering canceling 
its petroleum plans. (Natural Resources Defense 
council (NRDC) and Cultural Survival, acting on \ 
the assumption that Conoco is the lesser of many 
evils, met with Conoco officials last winter to 
discuss petroleum development. NRDC and Cul- 
tural Survival are now soliciting a $25 million 
donation from Conoco to establish a foundation I 
for Huanorani community development 


I projects, and for scientific research and protec- 
I tion of Yasuni National Park in exchange for not 
opposing Conoco's leasing activities. 

"For reasons that are still unclear^Gulturali 
/Su rviyaT'an d NRDC have recentlyasslsted 
""Conoco in rescuing its project, threatening to , 
undermine two years of planning and lobbying 
on the part of Ecuadorian environmentalist and ( 
indigenous groups. To fend-off Conoco's devel- 
opment scheme," reports "La Campani 
Amazonia por la Vida," a coalition of 1 3 environ - 
mental and human rights organizations solidly 
opposed to petroleum development in Yasuni 
National Park and the Huanorani Territory. 

NRDC staff attorney Robert Kennedy Jr. 
stated in a meeting with Conoco that NRDC 
accepts the reality that Ecuador will develop its 
resources and "NRDC believes that it is better to 
have Conoco do the developing than anyone 
else." He also stated, "the environmental com- 
munity is having second thoughts about the 
wisdom of not dealing with big business." 

In a March meeting with CONFENIAE, a 
group of 960 Ecuadorian Amazonian communi- 
ties, Kennedy emphasized the "inevitability" of 
petroleum development and expressed his belief 
that Conoco is "serious about its promises," and 
susceptible "to our influence." 

Conoco just announced this October it 
would withdraw from block 16. However, the 
other members of Conoco's exploration group 
plan to pursue exploration. Conoco CEO 
Constantine Nicandros stated in an October 1 1 
press release, "This was a difficult decision be- 
cause it is a good project . . . But we simply have 
more good projects to do than our capital re- 
sources can cover. . . Conoco Ecuador plans 
provide a road map for safe, environmentally 
responsible projects of this type." With Conoco's 
withdrawal, the primary intrest in the oil explo- 
ration group becomes Overseas Petroleum and 
Investment Corp. of Taiwan, which is 
undoubtably worse. 

Stay tuned to see if NRDC and Cultural 
Survival will continue to work with Conoco's ex- 
partners, or maybe with Kennedy's friends at 
Conoco withdrawing from the project, NRDC 
will give up it's environmental imperialism and 
work with CONFENIAE and RIC to help the 
Huanorani prevent any oil development in 
blocks 16 and 22 by anybody. 

What You Can Do: \ 

1. RIC is strategically purchasing habitat \ 
in the Choco Cloud Forest for just $ 10/acre, send \ 
donations to: Rainforest Information Centre, 
DeVargas Centre, Suite G-504, Santa Fe, NM, J 
87501. 

2. Write letters of protest to NRDC and 
Cultural Survival: Adrian W. DeWind, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees 

Natural Resources Defense Council 
1350 New York Ave. NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 783-7800 

Ted MacDonald 
Cultural Survival 
11 Divinity Ave. 

Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 495-2562 

3. Write letters of support to La Campana 
Amazona Por La Vida and CONFENIAE: Av 6 de 
Diciembre 

159 y Pazmino, oficina 408 
Apartado 4180 
Quito, Ecuador 

4. Write to the World Bank demanding 
that it stop its $100 million loan to Petroecuador 
for exploration and development of new oil 
fields: 

Barber B. Conable, President 

World Bank 

1818 H St. NW 

Washington, DC 20433 


Page 8 Earth First I Samhain 1991 



sidiary of the Dutch corporation Suikerunie, was 
razed, while fields of genetically altered potatoes, 
from the Belgian firm Plant Genetic Systems, 
were destroyed in the towns of Wageningen and 
Bant. These last two fields were operated by the 
Hettema Corporation in conjunction with 
Prosperina BV. In total, the attacks caused tens of 
thousands of dollars damage and set back the 
genetic tests by one to two years. 

The Dutch press, of course, reacted furiously 
to the attacks. What's more, they made note of 
the fact that the Dutch autonomist paper NN had 
listed the addresses of corporate testing fields of 
genetically manipulated plants. 

To explain their actions, the Razende Rooiers 
issued a lengthy communique which was like- 
wise published in NN. The Razende Rooiers 
defend their militant approach in their com- 
munique: 

"The destruction of a test field is designed to 
both start a discussion on the subject of bio- 
technology, as well as to offer a direct counter to 
pro-biotech propaganda in the form of sabotage. 
Resistance, in whatever form, to biotechnology is 
not only necessary, it is also legitimate. And you 
don't have to be an expert to use a shovel." 

But the group not only defend their tactics in 
the communique, but they go on to further 
discuss the theoretical necessities of offering 
concrete resistance to biotechnology. 

Technology is playing an increasingly greater 
role in food production. This means multi- 


tions become increasingly dependent on the 
products of the multi-nationals. Do consumers 
really want food production to be entirely arti- 
ficial and, thus, corporate owned? To ensure that 
the public does wish such a 'luxury', biotech 
multi-nationals spend millions of dollars annu- 
ally on their public relations/propaganda bud- 
gets. 

Just as with the Green Revolution, the use of 
biotechnology will bring great gains to the food 
production sector, yet it will also carry with it 
newer and bigger problems. Far from solving the 
world's hunger problem (which actually stems 
from unequal distribution and not from under- 
production), biotechnology will simply serve to 
further marginalize the Third World. The use of 
biotechnology will be destructive to the envi- 
ronment, as manipulated fields require certain 
'necessary' chemical applications (which the 
multi-nationals themselves can gladly supply). 
What's more, the proliferation of manipulated 
plants will result in a drastic loss of genetic 
diversity. Already, 50% of theworld's population 
are fed by three plants: wheat, rice, and corn. 
Biotech would drastically reduce the number of 
naturally occurring varieties of these plants. 
Also, 93% of the present world's supply of genetic 
data is stored in the gene banks of Western 
corporations and scientific institutes. 

What will result from this, of course, is a 
highly paternalistic and grossly racist attitude on 
the part of multi-nationals towards indiginous 


"comes^ the 'benevolent' multi-national with its 
highly-skilled staff of white Western employees, 
its stocks of chemicals, and its immense reserves 
of capital All of this will result in the environ- 
mental, economic, political, and cultural 
marginalization of Third World societies. 

The topic of biotechnology has not, as yet, 
become a central focus for the environmental 
movement in North America. Yet, because of the 
diverse environmental, political and social issues 
which are related to biotechnology, it is an issue 
which will become increasingly significant in the 
years ahead. It is important that the radical 
environmental movement begin to formulate a 
coherent critique of biotechnology and begin to 
work out an effective and concrete strategy to 
resist its implementation. Though the Razende 
Rooiers attacks were carried out in Europe, the 
relevance of their message and the issues raised in 
their communique are clearly just as relevant to 
our movement here in North America. 

And after all, you don't have to be an expert to 
use a shovel. 


Resettling Indonesia's Rainforest 


Source — Down to Earth:International Campaign 
for Ecological Justice in Indonesia 

Indigenous people living on the rainforest 
island of Siberut, Indonesia, have been instructed 
to leave their traditional homes and move to a 
government-supervised resettlement site. In 
September, officials from Indonesia's depart- 
ment of Social Affairs, accompanied by members 
of Indonesia's Armed Forces (ABRI),*' requested" 
the Sakalio clan of indigenous Mentawai people 
to clear a new site, and collect wood to build 
regulation style "modern" housing. The govern- 
ment aims to resettle the Sakalio by November. If 
they refuse, they face arrest. 

This is the most recent government action 
in a forcible resettlement programme carried on 
in the name of "development and improving the 
welfare" of the island's 18,000 indigenous forest- 
dwellers. The programme removes people from 
their large traditional clan homes - called umas - 
in the rainforest interior, to regulation nuclear 
family houses on sites nearer the coast. Here they 
are expected to grow rice, adopt one of the five 
religions permitted under Indonesia's state ide- 
ology, Pancasila, and abandon traditional dress 
for what the authorities consider "proper" 
clothes. 

Meanwhile, the government plans to de- 
velop oil-palm plantations and timber estates, 
which will devastate the island's forests and de- 
stroy the habitat of the island's many endemic 
species of wildlife (Siberut is listed as a Biosphere 
reserve under UNESCO's Man and Biosphere 
programme). Plans to bring in transmigrants 
to work on the plantations pose a further threat 
to the indigenous people and their forests. 

This latest action by the government threat- 
ens to undermine any positive outcome from a 
workshop to discuss alternative development 
strategies for Siberut, which is planned for No- 
vember. The workshop aims to bring together 
representatives of the Mentawai people, govern- 


ment officials from relevant government 
departments and members of the Indonesian 
forestry conservation NGO network, SKEPHI. 
Any government willingness to consider the 
wishes of the Mentawai people in Siberut's de- 
velopment is now thrown into doubt. 

SKEPHI is appealing to all concerned 
organisations and individuals to protest against 
the forcible relocation of the Sakalio. 

Letters of protest should be addressed to: 

Prof. Dr. Haryati Subadio, 

Menteri Sosial 
Salemba Raya 28 
Jakarta Pusat 
Indonesia 

With copies to: 

Prof. Dr. Emil Salim, Menteri KLH, Merdeka Barat 
15, Jakarta Pusat, Indonesia and Soegiarto, 
Menteri 

Transmigrasi, Agus Salim 58, Jakarta Pusat, In- 
donesia. 

For extra speed, letters can be faxed to SKEPHI + 
62 

21 830 3923 

If your government is a member of the IGGI, the 
Inter-Governmental Group on Indonesia, please 
lobby your governments to raise the issue in the 
context of development assistance to Indonesia. 

Please inform Down to Earth PO BOx 213, Lon- 
don SE5 7LU, England, gn:dte, or SKEPHI, PO Box 
88 JATRA, Jati Rawamangun, Jakarta Timur, In- 
donesia, of your actions. 

To obtain copies of a recent 50-page report 
on the threats facing Siberut, contact: SOS 
Siberut, c/o 36 Matlock Court, Kensington Park 
Road, London Wll 3BS. 

(Please enclose a cheque for L Sterling 6.00 to 
cover photocopying and mailing costs.) 
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Chaelundi 



continued front first page 

the Guy Fawkes River Wilderness 
(113,000 ha). This legislation re- 
quires an assessment of the area's 
wilderness qualities by the Na- 
tional Parks and Wildlife Service 
(NPWS) within two years and a 
recommendation as to the future of 
the area be submitted to the NSW 
Minister for the Environment. 
Directly after this nomination, the 
FC commenced roading into the 
old growth. NEFA reacted with a 
blockade and legal action. Six days 
and 13 arrests later, an injunction 
was granted over the forest until a 
hearing in the Land and Environ- 
ment Court. The FC caved in and 
admitted that it had not complied 
with the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act requiring an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) be completed. 

The FC then proceeded to pre- 
pare a quick "mini" EIS covering 
only three compartments (561 ha) 
on the basis that timber mills in 
Dorrigo and Grafton would close 
down if Chaelundi wasn't logged 
before December, 1990; although 
the district forester has since admit- 
ted that the mills are not immedi- 
ately in need of this timber. After 
allowing time for strong public 
criticism, the FC approved its own 
EIS. By February of this year 
Chaelundi was once again threat- 
ened with logging and roading. 

On April 2, 1991, NEFA insti- 
tuted a second blockade of 
Chaelundi. This time the blockade 
was to last over five months and 
cost more than $250,000 for the 
police budget. In the first week of 
April, barricades were constructed 
across Broadmeadows Rd. to pre- 
vent vehicle access to the disputed 
old growth compartments. Barri- 
cades consisted of a series of rows of 
nine foot concrete drainage pipes 
placed at a depth of three feet under 
the road. A permanent camp ex- 
isted behind the pipes and the area 
was publicly declared by the block- 
aders the "Chaelundi People's Wil- 
derness Park." With a state election 
looming, the FC desisted from chal- 
lenging the blockade until late July. 

On July 23, an invasion force of 
scores of police and FC employees 
attempted to gain access to the 
forest. The protestors sought to 
block access by use of nonviolent 
methods of resistance. There were 
people chained into the pipes, 
protestors 

perched high in tripods, others 
buried in the road; throughout the 
blockade there was a strict adher- 
ence to nonviolent action and this 
was recognized and appreciated by 
the police officers in attendance. 
Despite the use of cherry pickers, 
bulldozers, chainsaws, grinders, 
hydraulic bolt cutters, and over 200 
arrests, it took the police and the FC 
nearly two weeks to gain access to 
the compartments. 

Once the road was clear and 
access to the old growth assured, the 
forest was officially closed to the 
public to allow forestry operations 
to begin. Despite the forest closure, 
which required 24 hour police 
presence, actions continued 
throughout the area. Protestors 
would backpack several kilometres 
to their camp inside the Guy 
Fawkes National Park where they 
would organize actions. In a com- 
mando style lock down, six people 
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ambushed a working dozer en- 
abling three to lock on. Tree sitting 
was also used to halt road con- 
struction for 72 hours. Anyone 
found in the State Forest was sub- 
ject to immediate arrest for trespass, 
yet despite this we were still able to 
hamper, if not stop, the FC's 
progress in road construction. 

On August 9, NEFA filed an 
application to the Land and 
Environment Court and an in- 
junction was granted to stop work 
pending a full hearing of the case. 
Having heard evidence that 27 
endangered species lived or were 
expected to live within the three 
compartments and were at risk due 
to the Commission's intent to log, 
Justice Stein brought down his 
judgement that logging would 
disturb, injure and kill wildlife un- 
der section 99 of the National Parks 
and Wildlife Act (NPWA) which 
prohibits the "taking^' or "killing^' 
of endangered species. In his 
landmark decision, Stein ruled that 
road construction, burning and 
logging — even under the FC's 
special 50% canopy removal log- 
ging practice — operations carried 
out by the FC were not exempt from 
Section 99 of the NPWA. 

Judge Stein's conclusions 
leave no doubt that continued 
logging in New South Wales' old 
growth ecosystem will be a death- 
blow for many individual critters 
and potentially to entire species as 
well: 

Imminent breachs ofS.99 of the 
NPWA have been proven in relation to 
a large range of endangered and pro- 
tected species of fauna. This is not 
surprising given the extraordinary 
wildlife values of arboreal 
marsupials. ..making it a veritable 
forest-dependent zoo, probably unpar- 
alleled in south-eastern Australia. 
Every species of forest-dependent mar- 
supial is present... Disturbance and in- 
jury to many individuals animals and 
their species by the forestry' prescrip- 
tions (given the best will in the world by 


the FC officers) is in some cases highly 
likely, if not inevitable. The wildlife 
corridors provided in the harvesting 
plans are at best a temporary refuge for 
fauna able to escape the forestry activi- 
ties. 

They are long and narrow, some 
dead-end and they provide at best only 
remnant habitats incapable of sup- 
porting large populations. While 
containing some hardwood, they are 
predominantly rainforest thus affect- 
ing their habitat suitability for some 
animals. 

Following Judge Stein's deci- 
sion came a tirade of greatly exag- 
gerated claims about the effect of 
the ruling on the timber industry, 
and incredibly on all development 
activities. The timber lobby, the FC 
director and government ministers 
deliberately fostered an atmo- 
sphere of panic as a backdrop to 
their intention to subvert the deci- 
sion. To this end, on October 2 the 
NSW cabinet rushed through an 
amendment to prevent the opera- 
tion of S.98 and S.99 of the NPWA. 
Premier Nick Greiner (Grimer) 
government's action clearly shows 
it prefers to follow the advice of the 
vested interests of the timber in- 
dustry than rely on judicial deci- 
sions based on expert scientific 
opinion. 

The effect of Justice Stein's 
judgement on Chaelundi is not to 
close down anything but to simply 
confirm the application of the 
NPWA to forestry activities and to 
provide a mechanism for judicial 
review of environmentally danger- 
ous activities conducted by public 
utilities in areas of high ecological 
value. The power to apply the Act 
rests not with environment groups 
but with the judiciary, and then 
only on the basis of qualified scien- 
tific evidence. The Grimer 
Government's action in appealing 
against a Court decision, while at 
the same time robbing that Court of 
its jurisdiction to make such deci- 
sions, makes a mockery of the 


independence of the judiciary. 

The disputed compartments 
of Chaelundi are excluded from 
the Government's exempting regu- 
lations and so are temporarily safe 
pending their appeal, which could 
take several months. However, 
other old growth forests in the State 
are now subject to the FC's inad- 
equate EIS determinations and log- 
ging could begin as early as Decem- 
ber. At this stage, there is no pro- 
tection available for the remaining 
old growth ecosystems and the en- 
dangered plant and animal species 
which dwell in them. The Grimer 
Government has given the FC a free 
ha?ld to drive scores of species to the 
pointof extinction. 

Fortunately, the Government's 
hardline attitude has not been 
without substantial political costs. 
The resignation of a former gov- 
ernment minister, Dr. Terry 
Metherell, from the Liberal Party, 
has robbed the government of its 
slender majority. Dr. Metherell 
cited the government's hostile atti- 
tude to the environment as a major 
reason for his decision. The future 
of the old growth forests is now in 
the hands of the Independent 
members of parliament who hold 
the balance of power in the Lower 
house. The government is on its 
knees, and politically the fate of our 
old growth forests depends on 
action by the Independents and 
the opposition to reinstate the 
Court's jurisdiction to protect 
endangered species. If an early 
election eventuates for the em- 
battled Grimer Government, forest 
issues and old growth protection 
would be sure to play a major part in 
deciding the outcome. 

Forest activists, environmen- 
tal groups and those citizens con- 
cerned about the loss of Australia's 
natural heritage will be wise to stay 
vigilant in the coming months as 
the last of the Great Escarpment's 
old growth forests are prepared for 
the sawmills and woodchippers. 



Going Beyond Reform 

By Robin W 


When I read "Three White Girls Drinking Cof- 
fee" in the Lughnasadh Earth First! deja vu filled me. 
Hmmm...what year is this? 1963? No, wait, it's 1991! 

Memos by women in the students' movement in 
'63 sounded like this, telling each other their feelings 
that something was wrong with a movement that 
preached freedom but had them mimeographing and 
making coffee while the men made policy, and their 
discovery that 1. They weren't the only women who 
felt these things and 2. It wasn't that they weren't 
dedicated enough. 

Of course, when they pointed this out to New 
Left men, they were denounced for their overconcern 
with trivial issues. (Sound familiar?) 

Finally the women who couldn't accept the 
hypocrisy deserted the New Left to form the radical 
feminist movement. 

With the intelligent women gone, the students' 
movement slid into stupid machismo. It started fights 
with the police, built bombs (and sometimes got 
blown up by them), preached violent revolution and 
generaly drew the wrath of the State without bringing 
anybody any freedom. By 1970, the New Left and the 
students' movement had self-destructed. 

At least in 1991 Earth First! women can recognize 
and refuse to accept sexism. Maybe history won't 
repeat itself exactly; to judge from the "Dear Shit fer 
Brains" column, it's the sexists who are deserting EF! 
But we're not safe yet. 

The radical feminists achieved some impossible 

Population 

Pushers 

Eleven days after the Supreme Court issued the 
gag-rule, it quietly made another decision with stron- 
ger, more far-reaching consequences, according to 
the August issue of Scientific American. It upheld the 
legality of the Mexico City policy (so-called because it 
was announced at a family-planning conference 
there in 1984). The rule, "...denies US foreign aid to 
any organization that performs abortions, advises 
women on abortion or lobbies on behalf of abortion 
rights — even if these activities are supported by non- 
US funds." 

As a result, many international groups that offer 
contraception as well as abortion-related services 
have lost their funding. The Agency for International 
Development (AID), "the primary dispenser of US 
foreign aid," used to be a world leader in promoting 
birth control, but now, because of the policy, diverts 
some funds towards groups that are opposed to all 
forms of artificial contraception. The decision "may 
actually have led to a rise in the number of unin- 
tended pregnancies and abortions in the Third World 
by reducing the availability of other forms of contra- 
ception." 

Unsafe abortions are already the leading cause of 
death of women in their twenties and thirties in six 
Latin American countries and the second leading 
killer in another six. An estimated 200,000-plus 
women die every year due to improper abortions. And 
now more women will be "turning to unqualified 
abortion practitioners or trying to abort their preg- 
nancies themselves," thanks to the Mexico City 
policy. 

Afraid that they may lose their funding, many 
clinics are now refusing to treat botched abortions as 
well. "A worker at a clinic in Bangladesh (where 
botched abortions account for 31% of all recorded 
maternal deaths) told PCC researchers that even if a 
woman showed up bleeding and in severe pain, she 
would be turned away without treatment or even 
advice." 

Although the policy supposedly only affects 
private groups, many governments dependent on US 
foreign aid have followed suit with their state-run 
clinics and hospitals. Said a Kenyan health official, 
"One does not bite the hand..." 

Family-planning groups are lobbying Congress 
to overturn the decision with legislation. They are 
hoping that many people, also outraged by the gag 
rule, will support the rights of Third World women to 
protect them from the clutches of US patriarchal 
control. 

— Source: Wind Chill Factor 


things at first, like raising mainstream consciousness 
on everything from short hair for women to rape, 
running abortion networks like the Jane collective in 
Chicago, shelters for battered women, self-defense 
classes and all-women communes. But then some- 
thing got lost. They'd wanted to create a whole new 
society — revolution, not reform. The reforms were 
just steps along the way. But the focus changed to 
trying to get a bigger slice of the pie, with demands for 
equal pay from the megacorporations and awards 
from women executives and politicians. 

So what does this have to do with EF!? Some of 
the Foremanistas sound like the New Left of the 
1990s. But are EF! women the radical feminists of the 
1990s? Will we join the mainstream after getting the 
State to pass a few laws and set up a few more parks? 
Will we be eating public-lands-grown beef and 
working for "green" megacorporations in ten years? 
I'm not sure that will happen this time — by then the 
death culture maybe collapsing from its own internal 
tensions and lack of resources. But we could be 
homeless women watching ourselves and our chil- 
dren die on a barren planet. - — ^ 

EFHs-a-refonfflst organizational heart; mostj 
EFiers just want the Stat e to pass a few laws anq 
chan g e a few policiesC'A Tmost, they want to set up 
another State using the structures of this one to 
enforce the will of an "eco-elite": laws enforced by 
police, "Thou Shalt Not" moralities and a submissive, 
obedient publi c. EF! is stuck begging the State t o slow 
down the destnirti oc^nd doing m ostly meaningless 
civil disobedience w hile the death machine grinds 
on, and I'm losing patience. Time is running out for 
us all. 

Some eco-anarchists go farther, but they're still 
stuck in Leftist-think, calling Earth-worshippers 
"woo-woo" people, dismissing feminism as "irrel- 
evant" and enforcing a party line. (Is it significant 
that eco-anarchists are mostly men?) Besides, their 
lifestyle isn't practical for women and children. 

Please, EFiers, build on the start the radical 
feminists made. Don't just try to get the State to 
guarantee you access to abortion and birth control, 
for example. Find out about stuff like menstrual 
extraction, and ask youselves what other ways we can 
take back our power from our would-be masters and 
save ourselves and the Earth in ways a State can't stop. 

Will you find out about stuff like the feminist 
communes and build on them, forming underground 
cultures and economies that don't damage the Earth 
or need hierarchies to work, that drain power and 
resources from the State? Can you perceive how we're 
programmed to hate the Earth, ourselves and each 
other, and do the work needed to uncover your Wild 
Womyn Selves? Or will you join the mainstream and 
get caught in this culture's collap se? Will you let 
history repeat itself, a circle instead of an ascending 
sprial? You're on the verge of making choices that 
could transform EVERYTHING and you sound like 
you don't know it. 

Enough ranting: If I could suggest some books: 
The Demon Lover by Robin Morgan. Good analysis of 
why the states revolutionaries set up always look like 
the previous ones. Especially the last chapter, "Be- 
yond Terror: The Politics of Eros." Wildfire: Igniting 
the She/volution by Sonia Johnson. Self-published, 
look in feminist bookstores. Ecotopia Emerging by 
Ernest Callenbach. The "prequel" to Ecotopia. 


Crystal Free! 

STRIP MINING ARKANSAS 

for shiny rocks that you will paw 
in trendy new-age shopping malls 
Out on a limb is a treesit in the rain! 

Not a fucking book by Shirley MacLain 
Crystals have many uses 
to stop public lands abuses 
Ground up in an oil filter 
will throw a dozer way off kilter 

Crystal ground in super glue-glue 
can jam a lock and still be woo-woo 
So to the Indian Wannabies 
We say let the mountain 
Rocks be FREE 

CRYSTAL FREE BY '93! 

— Westcoast EF! 


Of ^ "Squirrels, 

quabbles 6 
ala wags . 

By Copperbelly, Ohio EF! 

Thanks to the Ohio State Univer- 
sity, the University of Arizona's plans to 
build an observatory atop Mt. Graham 
in Arizona, have been dealt with what 
could be a lethal blow. Ohio State offi- 
cials announced their withdrawal from 
the project as the U of A football team 
prepared to lay down in tioxfi of OSU in 
the opening game of the season. Yes, it 
seemed to be open season for both U of 
A athletes and administrators as well. 

The fun actually began two weeks 
before the game when Manual Pacheco 
(U of A president) was the keynote 
speaker at OSU's summer commence- 
ment. As Pacheco finished his speech 
on revolution and reform and the need 
for them in the us a 15-foot banner 
reading "Manual Pacheco, Gordon Gee 
partners in crime on Mt. Graham!" was 
unveiled and, as Pacheco turned to find 
his seat, stared him in the face. Ohio 
State President Gordon Gee took the 
podium and, because of his stuttering, 
couldn't render a coherent sentence 
until the banner was ripped down five 
minutes later. The crowd soon left com- 
mencement and was greeted outside by 
a plane towing a banner which read, 
"OSU, U of A save Apache rights and Mt. 
Graham." When commencement goers 
reached their cars they were again intro- 
duced to Mt. Graham via brochured 
attached to their windshields. All in all 
a Bad Day for Gee and Pacheco, Good 
Day for tree huggers. 

The next week was spent preparing 
for the upcoming, nationally televised 
football game between Ohio State and 
the University of Arizona. On Saturday 
morning all the players were in place, 
the teams in their locker rooms, Presi- 
dents Gee and Pacheco in the press box 
(which, incidentally, had been plastered 
with anti-telescope stickers the day be- 
fore), the astronomers next to their 
model of "Columbus" in the parking 
lot, the fans in their traffic jam trying to 
get into the parking lot, and the enviro- 
medalists all over the damn place. 

To kick off the day's events, four 
anti-telescope banners were dropped in 
high traffic areas around the campus. 
Then 10,000 flyers were distributed 
throughout the crowd. Ruth the Red 
Squirrel spotted a RV camera and ap- 
proached the man carrying it with a 
flyer and her plight. She convinced him. 
We were then put on TV to spew forth 
all the issues, impacts, questions, con- 
cerns, and curses that related to Mt. 
Graham and all in a 20 second sound 
bite. About an hour later we were given 
a press release, by the man with a televi- 
sion camera growing out of his head, 
announcing that Ohio State had with- 
drawn from the project. Disbelief soon 
turned to excitement, which then turned 
to jubilation, which was closely fol- 
lowed by drunken stupor. 

Although Ohio State cited purely 
financial reasons for pulling out of the 
project, we all know better. Hopefully, 
through letters, interviews, and articles 
the amerikan people know better as 
well. The financial concerns were just 
an easy way out for a university’ that 
wanted to keep the news as quiet as 
possible I n the wake of the decis ion, 
three Astronomy fa culty have decidedj 
to step down stati ng reasons of " shame 
and embarrassm jnt." Good riddance. 
HopefuIIynowMt. Graham can breathe 
a bit of fresh air. We must keep working 
to help keep that fresh air coming. 
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Drilling the Beartooth 



ESA Listing Sought for 
Fluvial Arctic Grayling 

Source-Biodiversity Legal Foundation 


By Phil Knight, Yellowstone EF! 

George Bush's directive to de- 
velop domestic energy reserves and 
decrease "dependence on foreign 
oil" means anything but increased 
national security. Just ask residents 
of Southwest Montana who love 
the high alpine plateaus of the 
Beartooth Mountains. If "national 
security" means ruination of our 
last unprotected roadless public 
lands, then we don't want it. But 
that is exactly what is being 
planned by the Department of the 
Interior, the Forest Service, the BLM 
and their ilk. War in the Persian 
, Gulf means war on the wilderness. 
The last best wild places, like the 
Rocky Mountain Front in Montana 
and the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge in Alaska, are becoming 
beachheads with industry the in- 
vading force. 

The latest target is Montana's 
Beartooth Mountains, highest 
range in the state with many sum- 
mits over 12,000 feet. The 
Beartooths contain great sweeping 
alpine plateaus with the largest 
tracts of tundra south of Canada. 
They have the most diverse plant 
communities of any of Montana's 
numerous moun- 
tain ranges and are 
habitat for grizzly 
bears, mountain 
goats and a host of 
wild critters. 

Though the main 
part of the range is 
protected in the 
Absaroka- 
Beartooth Wilder- 
ness, the fringes of 
the Beartooths are 
under assault by 
hard rock mining 
for gold, silver, 
platinum and pal- 
ladium. And now the oil and gas 
industry has turned its evil, glowing 
eye towards this remote and rugged 
range. 

On June 27 the Beartooth 
Ranger District of the Custer Na- 
tional Forest released a "scoping 
package that outlines the public in- 
volvement process for the 
Beartooth Mountains Oil and Gas 
Leasing EIS." This bombshell pro- 
poses 1 5 exploratory oil wells with a 
projected hill-field capacity of 44 
producing wells. The Freddies want 
to create a major industrial zone in 
these peaks, leasing pretty much 
the entire 186,000 non-wilderness 
acres on the district for oil and gas. 
Seven of the exploratory wells 
would be on the alpine tundra of 
the Line Creek Plateau, directly ad- 
jacent to the Wilderness, in a RARE 
II roadless area, visible from the 
11,000 foot summit of the 
Beartooth Highway, widely recog- 
nized as the "most scenic highway 
in America." It was just recently 
that the Phillips Ruby A 1-9 explor- 
atory well was kicked off the Line 
Creek Plateau due to environmen- 
tal concerns, meaning the well had 
to be drilled diagonally from a lower 
elevation at a much greater cost. I 
guess the FS didn't get the message 
the first time and are back with seven 
wells. The rest of the wells would be 
drilled on the northern front of the 
range in lower-elevation country 


(meaning important wildlife winter 
range). Much rides on the results of 
the Phillips well. The scoping pack- 
age states that "The Reasonably 
Foreseeable Development 
scenario... is based on the assump- 
tion that the Phillips... well, cur- 
rently in progress, will discover suf- 
ficient oil and gas to promote addi- 
tional exploration interest in the 
Beartooth Mountains..." Let's hope 
to hell it's a dry hole! But we may 
not know for quite a while, since 
Phillips will be eager to hide the 
results to avoid competition. 

Leasing and development would 
mean 20 miles of new road (much of 
it on the tundra), drill pads, pipe- 
lines, powerlines, tank batteries, 
and other facilities. The Line Creek 
Plateau could end up with 18 pro- 
ducing wells! 

The Forest Service is clearly 
complicit in promoting this ugly 
scenario. The "Purpose and Need" 
section states that "The mission of . 
the Forest Service in relation to min- 
erals management is to encourage, 
facilitate, and administer the or- 
derly exploration, development; 
and production of mineral and en- 
ergy resources 
on National For- 
est System 

lands..." and 
further prom- 
ises that "En- 
ergy/mineral 
development 
will not be pre- 
eluded 
by. ..resource 
concerns within 
legal con- 
straints." In 
other words, if 
they can get 
away with it, 
they will drill the piss out of public 
lands. 

Dangers and bummers associ- 
ated with oil and gas development 
include the potential for blowouts 
of deadly hydrogen sulfide gas, 
muddied and polluted runoff, de- 
struction of alpine tundra and dis- 
ruption of wildlife, and bumoff of 
excess gas via huge flares which will 
light up the dark, starry mountain 
night with a hideous orange glow. 
What You Can Do: 

The comment period for the 
scoping document is over, but the 
Freddies would still love to hear 
your opinion of this plan. The Draft 
EIS is slated for release on about 
April 30, '92 and the Final EIS about 
Sept. 30. Write to them now to 
express your concerns and to re- 
quest a copy of the DEIS when it is 
released. Watch these pages for an 
analysis of the DEIS. Write: 

David Hatfield, Beartooth Ranger 
District, Route 2, Box 3420, Red 
Lodge, MT 59068. 

Yellowstone EF! hopes to estab- 
lish a presence on the Beartooth 
Pass as soon as it opens in the spring 
(about late May or early June) to 
inform tourists what the FS is plan- 
ning for this spectacular area. We 
may also visit the Custer NF in 
Billings to deliver a message. Let us 
know if you can help with these 
projects: Yellowstone EF!, Box 
6151 , Bozeman, MT 59715 ( 406 ) 
587 - 3356 . 


On October 2, 1991, the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation of 
Boulder, Colorado, and George 
Wuertherner of Holistic Ecological 
Research Service (HERS), formally 
petitioned the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service to expeditiously list and 
protect the seriously imperiled flu- 
vial Arctic grayling. The river-dwell- 
ing form of grayling is considered 
one of the most critically endan- 
gered, unprotected native fish spe- 
cies in the contiguous US. Today it is 
known in only one river in the en- 
tire lower 48 states — the Big Hole in 
Montana. The population has de- 
clined to an estimated 1500 adults 
in a 60-mile stretch of the river. 

The Arctic grayling, a relatively 
small member of the trout family, 
attains a maximum size of about six 
pounds, but few specimens exceed 
2.5 pounds. The average length is 
12-15 inches. This species is easily 
distinguished from the other sal- 
monids by its large sail-like dorsal 
fin which has a base as long or 
longer than the fish's head. The 
brilliantly irridescent orange, green 
and blue colors on the dorsal fin are 
striking and also distinctive; how- 
ever, these colors are more vivid in 
males than in females. The mouths 
of grayling extend to under the eye, 
and their jaws bear small teeth. 

The serious plight of the fluvial 
Arctic grayling is the result of many 
factors and none has been conclu- 
sively shown to be the sole reason 
for the fish's decline. The impor- 
tance of each probably varies from 
drainage to drainage. But at least 
three major reasons are cited for its 
overall decline in Montana. The 
first is the grayling's ease of capture. 
Although restrictions exist today 
that limits how many, if any, gray- 
ling can be kept by fishers, in early 
years fish regulations were generous 
and the vulnerability of grayling 
compared to other species may have 
led to its extirpation in many waters 
through overharvest. 

In addition, although grayling 
co-existed with cutthroat as well as 
other native species, exotic, more 
aggressive fish like the brook, rain- 
bow, and brown trout may have 
out-competed grayling. Both 
overharvest and competition are 
thought to be responsible for the 
loss of fluvial grayling in the Madi- 


son River within Yellowstone Na- 
tional Park. 

Nevertheless, the effects of this 
competition may be greatly exacer- 
bated by habitat deterioration set in 
motion by the introduction of live- 
stock production in the region 
which may have favored intro- 
duced exotics. With the exception 
of Yellowstone National Park, live- 
stock grazing occurs on nearly all 
other areas within the historic 
range of the fish. There is undis- 
puted and widespread evidence to 
suggest that both cattle and sheep 
grazing have increased soil erosion, 
destroyed riparian vegetation, al- 
tered stream bank stability and 
channels. This may have led to a 
disproportionate impact upon 
grayling by rising stream tempera- 
tures, lowering water quality, and 
reducing habitat suitability. The 
limited genetic variability of the 
grayling may have reduced its abil- 
ity to cope with these changing 
habiTbt qualities. 

The listing of the fluvial Arctic 
grayling under the ESA would result 
in badly needed increased funding 
for research to tease apart which 
factors are most responsible for the 
fish's serious decline. It would also* 
give agency officials legal authority 
to better maintain river flows by 
reducing irrigation losses. In this 
way, the listing will provide an im- 
proved level of habitat protection 
not presently evident by federal or 
state management agencies. 

The listing would stimulate a 
more effective public information 
and education program on behalf of 
the species. This would serve to re- 
duce human -caused mortality, es- 
pecially by sport fishers. It would 
also mandate and encourage the 
preparation and implementation of 
a recovery/restoration plan for the 
fluvial Arctic grayling and its 
aquatic ecosystems. 

This distinctive fish is a signifi- 
cant part of Montana's heritage. It 
would be a crime if the species be- 
came extinct. 

Within 90 days of receipt of the 
formal petition, the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service must make a find- 
ing as to whether the petition repre- 
sents substantial information that 
the listing may be warranted. 
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Fishing Bridge Restoration Corps 


By Phil Knight 


The Fishing Bridge Scandal: made in instituting these mitiga- made clear from the beginning, lack these rehab projects accomplished 

Part VI. The Fishing Bridge devel- tion measures. According to infor- of funding cannot be accepted as an to benefit the bears: 

opment in Yellowstone National mation we recently received, they excuse, especially when money for Fishing Bridge Restoration Corps 

Park has long been a major source are way behind schedule. How further development planning does Evidently labor is needed to 

of controversy due to its propen- clever is the NPS! Come up with a not seem t<j be lacking. accomplish revegetation, destruc- 

sity for attracting grizzly bears. set of mitigation measures to con- Measures remaining to be imple- tion of buildings, rehab of trails, 

Human food sources in the devel- vince the public and the federal mented, four years later, include: and placing of signs. We could offer 

opment, which sits in the midst of judges that they have the bears' • Rehabilitation of the Bridge Bay the able services of EF! in these 

some of the best grizzly habitat in interests at heart, and keep the de- Campground projects by forming a corps of vol- 

the entire Yellowstone Ecosystem, velopment open, keep the RV • Removal of the auto repair shop, unteers willing to put in some labor 

attract the ever-hungry bruins, crowd happy, keep old A1 Simpson the service station, the Hamilton on behalf of theGrizz. When we get 

which consequently often end up beaming, keep the campground Stores boy's dorm, the Yellowstone enough willing volunteers, we con- 

getting "controlled" (trapped, dollars flowing. Then, when every- Park Service Station dorm, and five tact the NPS and offer our services, 

drugged, relocated, or killed) by one is looking the other way, just employee cabins, all at Fishing meanwhile publicizing our will- 

NPS rangers. The NPS long ago ignore the mitigation measures. Bridge. Removal and replacement ingness to help via press releases, 

recognized the need to remove this There has been a little progress of these facilities is contigent upon Since the NPS is likely to refuse our 

obnoxious development and reha- on mitigation: The photo shop, funding. offer, we can then embarrass them 

bilitate the area and in fact prom- vacant tourist cabin office, and sev- • Revegetation of the vacant camp- with further press releases, perhaps 

ised to do so in the 1974 eral cabin storage sheds are gone. sites and ballfield at Fishing Bridge. a press conference, perhaps a visit to 

Yellowstone Master Plan. How- The contractor's camp, helipad, • Obliteration of informal trails ra- the Park. This could prompt 

ever, through various convoluted and ballfield along the road to the diatingfrom theRV park and place- quicker rehab of Fishing Bridge by 

and devious means, the NPS man- sewage plant have been closed, but ment of signs at the perimeter ad- the NPS. If by some odd quirk our 

aged to renege on this promise and not rehabilitated. Five of the six vising campers that the area beyond offer is accepted, we go to it and 

much of the development remains backcountry campsites in Pelican the RV park is closed. have fun wrecking buildings! 

and is still in use. The campground Valley have been removed and Peli- • Routine patrols around the perim- If you'd like to be part of the 

is the only major thing that has can Valley has been restricted to eter of the RV park between 10:00 Rehabilitation Corps, write or call 

actually been closed. (See back day-use only. Perhaps best of all, pm and 6:30 am. the GBTF. Include when you can 

issues of EF! Journal, mostly 1985- the closure to humans during • Removal of the Turbid Lake Road come to Yellowstone and what 

8 7, for background on this issue). spawning season of all trout-spawn- to Pelican Valley. skills you have to offer. Send a copy 

The 1987 Fishing Bridge Envi- ing streams tributary to • Closure of Pelican Valley to off- to the NPS, and, if you want, in- 

ronmental Impact Statement (EIS) Yellowstone Lake that are used by trail travel. The NPS claims, "Be- elude a letter with your feelings on 

was used by the NPS as a tool to Grizzlies has been implemented. cause fishermen are the majority of how the NPS should deal with Fish- 

dodge the original agreement to Many measures remain to be users of Pelican Valley and because ing Bridge and the Grizz. 

remove the development. So the implemented. The NPS whines streams are not next to the trail, it 

huge RV park, the rubber toma- about lack of funding for nearly would be difficult to implement ~~ — Bob Barbee, Superintendent, 

hawk shop, the service station, everything they have failed to ac- this action." What a lame excuse! P.O.Box 186, Yellowstone National 

employee housing and other facili- complish , but has managed to secure They sure as hell didn't mention Park, WY 82190 

ties remain. The NPS did, in the money to begin the planning process for this in the EIS. Pelican Valley is — Phil Knight, Predator Project/ 

EIS, promise to embark on a series replacing the Fishing Bridge camp- heavily used by bears and encoun- GBTF, P.O. Box 6151 Bozeman, MT 

of mitigating measures to make up ground! The 1987 EIS, which out- ters between fishermen and bears 59715 (406) 587-3356 

for the retention of these facilities lined the mitigation measures, said are nearly inevitable. 

and reduce the conflicts between nothing about the implementation The Grizzly Bear Task Force 

bears and humans. You may won- of these measures being contigent suggests the following to embarrass 

der what progress the NPS has upon funding. Since this was not the NPS and perhaps get some of 


Griz Hunt Stopped 

Source-Biodiversity Legal Foun- 
dation 


On September 27, 1991, US 
District Judge Michael Boudin 
stopped Montana's scheduled fall 
grizzly bear hunt, granting a pre- 
liminary injunction. The hunt, 
which might have resulted in the 
legal killing of as many as nine griz- 
zly bears, was scheduled to last from 
October 1 to December 1. 

Judge Boudin issued his ruling 
exactly one week after a preliminary 
injunction hearing was conducted 
in US District Court in Washington, 
DC with The Fund for Animals, a 
national animal rights organiza- 
tion, the Swan View Coalition, a 


Montana-based conservation orga 
nization, antkjasp er Car lt on? direr 
t or of the JMorirversTfy Legal Foun 
dation, s uing the US Fish and Wild 
life Service for violating the provi 
sions of the Endangered Species Act 
Essentially, the plaintiffs ar- 
gued that the hunt was in violation 


of the ESA's strong prohibitions on 
the killing of threatened species. A 
threatened species can only be 
hunted in the "extraordinary case 
where population pressure cannot 
be otherwise relieved." Judge 
Boudin, in granting the order to 
stop the hunt, said the defendants 


had not proved that any population 
pressures exist in the Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem. 

"This legal action was long 
overdue and puts an end to the only 
threatened or endangered species 
that the government has illegally 
allowed to be hunted for sport in 
this country," said Jasper Carlton. 
"As one of the greatest omnivores to 
ever roam North America, it is too 
important a part of the ecosystems 
in which it survives, and too noble 
a creature, to ever be shot." 

From 1980 to 1990, of 1 71 griz- 
zly bear deaths, licensed grizzly bear 
hunters were responsible for killing 
78 (46%). Earlier this year, in the 
first-ever spring grizzly bear season, 
hunters killed three healthy grizzly 
bears, including a 21 1/2 year old 
dominant male. 

Judge Boudin is scheduled to 
set a full hearing of the case after 
December 1. 

The Biodiversity Legal Founda- 
tion is now considering additional 
legal actions to force the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to better pro- 
tect the habitat of the grizzly in all 
designated recovery ecosystems. 
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Forest Service Makes a Mockery of NFMA/NEPA 


By Buck Young, PAW 

"Its a Travesty! A Mockery! A Mockery of a Travesty 
and a sham! A Travesty of a mockery of two shams!" 
— Woody Allen; Bananas. 

At a speech to the Multiple Use-Sustained 
Yield Commemoration Conference in Nelsonville, 
Ohio, US Forest Service Chief Dale Robertson 
denounced the "proliferation of strong, influen- 
tial environmental groups teamed up with law- 
yers who are determined to change the way we 
practice forestry in this country and reduce the 
amount of timber harvesting, mineral explora- 
tion and development, and grazing of livestock 
on public lands." Stating that over 1200 appeals 
and 1800 lawsuits against the Forest Service are 
holding back the implementation of Forest Plans, 
and quoting a statistic that 80% of all Americans 
want continuing environmental improvements 
to be made, regardless of cost, Robertson warned, 

( "We are not winning the multiple use battle, not 
winning in the press, not winning in the courts, 
not winning in the hearts and minds of the 
American people, and at best holding our own in 
Congress." 

Faced with such a 
sticky situation, what's a 
multiple abuse, industry 
loving head of a federal 
agency to do? Respond to 
the concerns of the public 
for whom his agency is 
supposedly holding these 
lands in trust? Adhere to 
the laws and procedures of 
the country by which he is 
employed? Adopt a new 
environmentally sound 
agenda for his agency? 

Certainly not. 

In his speech, 

Robertson suggested two 
strategies to defend and 
promote business as usual: 

1) "Try to convince the 
American Public that mul- 
tiple use is a better concept 
than environmentalism, 
which would be tough to 
do." 2) "Partner up on en- 
vironmentalism." 

He didn't mention 

plan 3 in his speech, his Preferred Alternative to 
counter the rising surge of environmental pres- 
sure: When you start losing the game, change the 
rules. 

On 15 February 1991, in response to a peti- 
tion from his buddies at the National Forest 
Products Association and 79 other industry spe- 
cial interest groups to "improve implementation 
of land and resource management plans," 
Robertson issued an Advanced Notice of Pro- 
posed Rulemaking for National Forest System 
Land and Resource Management Planning (36 
CFR part 219). This document proposes changes 
in the National Forest Management Act (NFMA) 
regulations. In May he released proposed changes 
to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
regulations. 

The proposed NFMA regulation changes are 
supposedly presented in order to address the 
concerns of members of the public in regards to 
the implementation of Forest Plans. In an at- 
tempt to satisfy both industry and environmen- 
tal concerns, Robertson, in effect, divides the 
issues in half, giving the environment rhetorical 
lipservice, and giving industry the forest. 

The proposed regulations systematically ad- 
dress each area of concern raised by environmen- 
tal appeals, and refine terminology and manage- 
ment standards to better fit these concerns. How- 
ever, they remove any enforceable regulations 
pertaining to the old standards without replacing 
the regulations with new ones. 

Ecosystem Management 

The new regulations introduce the concept 
of considering the Forest as a part of a larger 
ecosystem in future Forest Plans and projects, 


defined not by arbitrary lines drawn on a map, 
but by home ranges of species. For instance, the 
Pisgah National Forest and the Cherokee Na- 
tional Forest are separated only by the political 
border of North Carolina and Tennessee. The 
Forest Service suggests that it doesn't make sense 
to manage two different species as indicators for 
the same habitat on these two Forests. 

The introduction to the proposed new regu- 
lations states, "Many issues and ecosystems cross 
regional boundaries or occur only within a por- 
tion of the region. Subsequently, consistent with 
the intent to keep planning as flexible and rel- 
evant as possible, this text specifically recognizes 
that inter-regional or sub-regional planning may 
be needed." (6519/3/2) 

At first this sounds great, but ecosystem 
management for the Forest Service is merely a 
concept with no enforceable administrative or 
judicial standards. The operative term in this 
paragraph is may. The actual text of the regula- 
tions states "Such decisions shall be effective 
on ly if incorporated into the forest plan. "$219.33 
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(d)(ii) This gives the Forest Service the freedom 
not to do so if they don't want to. In fact, this 
section does away with the old Regional Guide 
without replacing it with an Ecosystem Guide. 
The FS is proposing a more ecologically astute 
concept, but less enforceable regulations. 

The upgrading of concepts and downgrad- 
ing of substantive regulations applies to the in- 
habitants of these ecosystems as well, by chang- 
ing the definition of Viable Populations, "to 
better address biological considerations." (26/1/ 
1) "By making home range the space where a 
population is defined, administrativeboundaries 
would become unimportant in defining viability; 
population would become a more ecological 
consideration." (ibid) Again, a better concept is 
used to justify more destruction. "Some species 
have populations whose space needs often include 
more than one National Forest. For these species 
it is impossible to have viable populations on 
each National Forest." This definition of viable 
population "would require existing population 
distribution, but would allow reduced popula- 
tion densities." 

Riparian Areas 

The discussion of riparian areas is a fine 
example of the inadequacy of the proposed 
changes to NFMA. The proposed regulations 
state, "in decision making, the responsible offi- 
cial shall provide special attention to land and 
vegetation approximately 100 feet from the edges 
of all perennial streams, lakes and other bodies of 
water.... No management practices causing det- 
rimental changes in water temperatures or 
chemical composition, blockages of water courses, 
or deposits of sediment shall be permitted within 


these areas which seriously and adversely affect 
water conditions or fish habitat." $219.40 (h) 

Under the guise of providing protection for 
these areas, the document may actually open 
them up to more abuse. Besides the fact that a 
100-foot buffer is woefully inadequate, appar- 
ently only management activities within this 
narrow area will be held accountable to effects on 
the riparian areas. In other words an uphill 
clearcut could fill a stream or lake, so long as the 
clearcut didn't take place within 100 feet or so of 
the water itself, which was at least theoretically 
impermissible in the past. 

Biodiversity 

Amidst a whitewash of rhetoric calling for 
the protection of threatened and endangered 
species, the proposed regulations spit in the face 
of all congressional mandates that species be 
prevented from reaching critical states of endan- 
germent. Species other than those already feder- 
ally listed as Threatened or Endangered receive 
no protection. 

Other than the legal protection granted to 
species listed under the 
Endangered Species Act, 
referred to in 
$219.40(b)(l), the For- 
est Service is directed to 
"Maintain viable popu- 
lations of native plant 
and animal species by 
designating in the forest 
plan sensitive species 
and providing standards 
and guidelines that will 
ensure their conserva- 
tion when an activity or 
project is proposed that 
would affect their habi- 
tat." $219.40(b)(2) The 
FS defines sensitive spe- 
cies as "plant or animal 
species designated in the 
forest plan by the re- 
gional forester which 
require special consid- 
eration to assure viable 
populations." $219.32 
There are no other 
X specifications for the 
qualification of species as "sensitive." If the 
regional forester doesn't say they are, they aren't, 
and that's it for species protection. 
Management Indicators 

The introduction says, "There is diminish- 
ing scientific support for the concept that changes 
to an indicator species provides [sic] a valid reflec- 
tion of changes to the welfare of a group of 
associated species." (6525/3/3) Therefore, the 
new regulations expand management indicators 
to include biological communities and special 
habitats. "Management indicator species" would 
be replaced by "management indicators." 

Sounds good again, but something is miss- 
ing — regulations. The New and Improved Man- 
agement Indicators will serve only as indicators 
of the stability of themselves. "Plant or animal 
species, communities, or special habitats (will be) 
monitored during forest plan implementation to 
assess the effects of management on their condi- 
tions ..." $219.32 And if the management prac- 
tices prove detrimental to the management in- 
dicators, what then? Well, if they're not listed as 
Threatened or Endangered, or arbitrarily listed as 
sensitive by the regional forester, nothing. 

Once more, Robertson pulls the sucker 
punch, holding the carrot out in front of our faces 
so he can jab us in the groin with a fork. While 
the ecologically improved "management indica- 
tor" definition would replace the ecologically 
unsound "management indicator species," the 
old restrictions would be removed and no new 
restrictions implemented in their place. 

ASQ & LTSY 

In response to demands by some main 
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stream groups that the Forest Service at least 
manage timber harvesting on a sustainable 
basis, the proposed new regulations redefine 
the meaning of the terms Allowable Sale Quantity 
(ASQ) and Long Term Sustained Yield (LTSY) 
capacity. First, to avoid the contention that 
ASQs dictate an irretrievable commitment of 
resources, the new regulations state that ASQs 
are a "ceiling limit": "The maximum quantity 
of timber that may be sold for a decade from 
suitable- scheduled lands." $219.32 Forest : 
ers would not be "required" by law to meet the 
ASQs, but one imagines it would help them keep 
their jobs. 

The "irretrievable commitment of re- 
sources" would not occur until an actual cut- 
ting plan was announced. This would further 
undermine environmentalists' ability to 
challenge the basic assumptions of Forest Plans, 
and only allow them to address projects one by 
one. Together with the changes in the appeals 
process (see below), this would greatly reduce 
the ability of concerned citizens to fight for 
biodiversity. 

Second, the proposed regulations define 
LTSY as "The highest uniform wood yield from 
suitable lands that may be sustained in per- 
petuity consistent with the forest plan." The 
regs state that "Projected timber sale levels 
for any decade shall not exceed the long term 
sustained yield timber capacity." 
$219. 40(c)(1) 

Exceptions, however, are permitted "to 
meet overall multiple use objectives'* (ibid) 
which of course include timber supplies. So 
ASQ could exceed LTSY in order to harvest more 
timber, so long as it didn't violate any regu- 
lations pertaining to such things as biodiversity, 
which as we have seen, no longer exist. Such 
things as salvage cuts — and other cuts made in 
lands not designated as suitable for harvesting, 
made through loopholes like integrated pest 
management — won't be deducted from the ASQ. 
$219. 40(c)(3) 

So how does the Forest Service propose to 
meet its mandate to harvest only on a sustainable 
basis? Hold onto your hats, folks, this is a 
doozy: by memdating that the ASQ "be constant 
or increasing over time" (ibid). This is defined 
in the introduction as a "Non-Declining Yield." 
(6534/2/1) In other words, by equating the 
concept of Non-Declining Yield with Long Term 
Sustained Yield, the Forest Service implies that if 


yield is guaranteed! Who's supposed to be fooled 
by that one? As Neil Young once said, "well I 
know it isn't me, and I hope it isn't you." 
Appeals 

In order to prevent appeals of Forest Plans, 
the proposed regulations state that Forest Plans 
set no irretrievable commitments of resources, 
since ASQs are merely ceilings on cutting. Citing 
California v. Block 690 F.2d 752 (9th Cir 
1982), the introduction states that site- 
specific impact is reached "when, as a practical 
matter, the agency proposes to make an irre- 
trievable commitment of the availability of 
resources to a project at a particular site." 
(6519/1/2) There would, then, be no means 
of administrative recourse to the overall effects 
of a Forest Plan; one could only address them 
project by project. Clearly, these new regu- 
lations run directly counter to the concept of 
"ecosystem management." 

So what administrative leverage will the 
public have to force the Forest Service to provide 
for biodiversity on public lands? If Robertson 
has his way, none at all. The introduction 
suggests that from now on the FS "provide a 
proposed decision document for public review 
and comment prior to its being signed by the 
deciding officer.... The decision document would 
then be signed by the deciding officer and there 
would be no further opportunity for adminis- 
trative appeal." (6515/1/3) Appeals from 
the decision document would go directly to court, 
a process too costly for many concerned citi- 
zens. 

NEPA Update 

As mentioned above, our buddy Robertson 
has rewritten the National Environmental 
Policy act as well. The proposed NEPA regs are 
just as scary, but while the NFMA regs are 
subtle and sleazy, the NEPA regs are right out 
dastardlv. 

In the new NEPA regs, Robertson proposes , 
tharTrom this point on, all timber sales of 
under one million (1,000,000) board feet 
would be categorically exclu ded from anv and J 
■al l environmental l evlewr-^This means that 
they could do as many 999,999.9 BF sales as 
they want, and offer the adjacent land in another 
sale, and the land adjatent to that... 

Robertsons justification for the categorical 
exclusion is that in the past 10 years the Forest 
Service has found no significant impact on any 
assesments of sales below a million board feet. 


not justification for exclusion. These findings of 
no significant imapet are the basis for most of the 
appeals and lawsuits now directed at the USFS. 
And if I'm not mistaken, many appeals against 
these findings have already been granted. But 
that is not taken into account or even mentioned 
in Robertson's attempt to circumvent public par- 
ticipation in environmental management deci- 
sions on public lands. 

Conclusion 

At the Northeastern Regional Meeting on 
the proposed regulations in Vermont, the presid- 
ing officer said, "some people are abusing the 
appeals process by writing arguments contesting 
the process when really they are concerned with 
the content." He suggested that the proposed 
regulations were an attempt to get to the real 
issues by doing away with appeals based on 
procedures. 

It is true that environmentalists often file 
appeals of the form of decisions when their real 
concern is content. However, changing FS regu- 
lations regarding one statute (NFMA) will not 
alter this situation. The whole of administrative 
law, based on the federal Administrative Proce- 
dures Act and the Constitutional Due Process 
Clause, revolves around the concept of providing 
fair procedures while deferring to agency judg- 
ment on substantive issues. The net effect of the 
proposed regulations is to shift agency responsi- 
bilities to the courts, which are ill-equipped to 
address complex questions of ecosystems man- 
agement. 

That the Forest Service is so bogged down 
with appeals and law suits provides incontestable 
evidence that the agency, under Robertson, is not 
living up to the laws set up by Congress to protect 
biodiversity on public lands. Rather than work 
toward following those laws, FS Chief Dale 
Robertson has opted to change them. 

The Federal Register notice for the new pro- 
posed regulations is classified as a draft of the new 
regs. That means that there will follow final 
proposed new regs. These regulations will have 
to clear Congress to go into effect. To prevent 
this fiasco from occuring, write your Senators and 
Congressman and either tell them that you sup- 
port my comments, or supply comments of your 
own. 

If Robertson succedes, the only public re- 
course to the mismanagement of our ecosystems 
will be 60-penny nails and grinding compound. 


they mandate a higher cut each decade, sustaine d This is evidence of the Forest Services insanity, 



The God Squad 


By Claus Sievert 

Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan convened a 
special committee on October 1 that will have 
the power to override the Endangered Species 
Act and permit logging in old-growth forests in 
southwest Oregon, despite federal efforts to 
protect the northern spotted owl, which lives 
in these forests. The committee is called the 
"God Squad" because it has the authority to 
allow a species to become extinct. The decision 
to convene the "God Squad" is seen as a politically 
motivated attempt to rewrite the Endangered 
Species Act next year. It is expected that they 
will find it economically inconvenient to pro- 
tect the northern spotted owl and their frag- 
mented home of vanishing old-growth forests. 
The committee has the power to drive our fellow 
creatures to extinction for the quick profit. 
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EARTHKIDS 


RIDING THE SKY 

a musical Halloween playlet for puppets or people 
by Joanne Forman 


Willa Witch 
Sara Spotted Owl 
- Yvonne Yebbut 
The Sun 
Mister Sir 
Chorus 


(Enter Willa Witch, happily astride her broom, with Sara Spotted Owl perched 
behind.) 
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Chorus: (Coughing, sneezing and wheezing sounds.) 

Willa: Have I got the flu? 

Sara: The air is just like glue! 

Willa: It's getting thick just like a bog... 

Sara: What is this awful, sticky fog? 

Willa: Jeepers... 

Sara: Creepers... 

Willa: What's making us be weepers? 

Both: It's smog! 

Chorus: (Coughing, sneezing and wheezing sounds.) 

Willa: Well! My magic broom will soon take care of that! (Flourishing her broom; 
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CHORUS: KA-BLOOOOOMItl (all freeze and wait for a slowish count of three. 
Nothing happens.) 

Willa: I can't understand it, Sara. 

Sara: Things are weird tonight. 
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Willa: They're supposed to be weird on Halloween. 

Sara: But not this weird! No moon, no stars. Even the dark isn't the right kind of 
dark. 

Willa. My broom never failed before. Can't a witch even ride the sky on Hallow- 
een night? What's the world coming to? 

Sara: Don't let it spoil our Halloween, Willa. 

Willa: Certainly not! We've ridden the sky every Halloween night since the 
beginning of time... 

Sara: ...and we'll do it this Halloween too! (they remount the broom.) 

Willa: Polluted air isn't going to stop this witch! 

Sara: Atta girl, Willa! 

Chorus: (under, “oooooo”) 

Sara: What’s that wind? 

Willa: We're being blown off course! 

Sara: Do something! 

Willa: I can't! My broom won't respond! (chorus louder) 

Sara: Gyrate the telescope! Frammis the gyroscope! Alternate the altimeter! 
Heeeeeelp!! 

Willa: We’re being pulled up — into a hole! 

Sara: We can't fall up — (they land with a thump on Yvonne Yebbut, who is 
dressed for sunbathing, sunglasses and all. A pile of sunglasses is nearby.) 

Willa: Yvonne Yebbut! 

Sara: What are you doing here? 

Willa: And where is “here?" 

Yvonne: Really, Willa, you could knock. 

Willa: You can't knock on a hole. 

Sara: Where are we? 

Yvonne: (lazily) I've been here for simply days. It’s the hole in the ozone layer. 
Feel that hot sunshine. 

Sara: She's right, Willa, I can feel it right through my feathers. 

Willa: So much sunshine can't be good for you, Yvonne. 

Yvonne: (shrugs) Yeah, but I don't see what 1 can do about it. We may be here 
forever. You'd better take some sunglasses. 

Willa: (as she and Sara don sunglasses) I've heard something about this hole in 
the ozone layer, but 1 never dreamed we could fall into it. 

Sara: Strange things happen on Halloween. 

Yvonne: Yes, it's a hole in the earth's atmosphere, made by all the chemicals 
we've been pouring into the air. We're all doomed. 

Willa: Oh, Yvonne, you always think you're doomed. 

Sara: And you always think nothing can be done. 

Yvonne: Yeah, you should know, Sara Spotted Owl. You're the one who's an 
endangered species. 

Sara: (sadly) It's true. We spotted owls are losing our homes all over the north- 
western woods. 

Willa: (hugging her) Don’t worry, Sara, you'll always have a home with me. 

Sara: If we don't get out of this hole, maybe we're all endangered, (music) 
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CHORUS: No more dioxides! 

Yvonne: Yeah, but you can't do anything about it It's just like you two to sing 
when the world is about to come to an end. You might as well work on your tan. 
Even if it kills you. 


Credits: 

“Riding the Sky" and the Paper Doll Puppets are copyright, 1991, by Joanne Forman, and may be used for classroom presentation where the general public is not admitted and no admission is charged, PROVIDED notification is given in writing in 
advance. For all other use of any kind whatsoever, consult the author. 

SPECIAL THANKS to: 

Rachel Campanale, Fairfax, California 

We welcome submissions of all kinds for EARTHKIDS. All editorial material, letters, etc. should be sent to the editor, Joanne Forman, P.O. Box 1 101 Ranchos de Taos NM 87557. For subscription and bundle ordering, please contact the Earth First! 
office, P.O. Box 5176, Missoula Montana 59806. 


Sara: I don't need to work on my tan. 

Willa: And it's better to sing than lie around and moan like you do. 

Sara: There must be something we can do. 

Yvonne: Sure, you can freeze in the dark. Without electricity. Without heat. 
Without hot water. If you want them you have to bum oil. Or coal or gas. Or 
have nuclear power. And that stuff gets into the air. You just have to live with it. 
Sun: (enters; he's a rather shy and unassuming fellow.) Excuse me, but I couldn't 
help overhearing you. 

Yvonne: Don't come any closerl You're already shining too brightlyl 

Sun: (hurt) I didn't make the hole in the ozone layer. You earthlings did it all by 

yourself. My job is just to shine. 

Yvonne: (acidly) You certainly do that! 

Sun: And I'll be doing it for millions and millions of more years. To shine. And I 
could help you. You don't have to bum all that coal and gas and oil. You don't 
have to have all that nuclear power, with all that waste stuff you don’t know 
what to do with. You can use me. I'm always around. 

Willa and Sara: Solar power! 

Mister Sir: (off) Help! Help! 

Yvonne: Uh oh, another lost soul. This hole in the ozone layer is getting pretty 
crowded. (Enter Mister Sir.) 

Mister Sir: Oh boy, am I glad to find somebody! (donning sunglasses.) I was on 
my way to the office when suddenly I was pulled upward — but how can one fall 
up into a hole? 

Yvonne: You can when you're in the hole in the ozone layer. 

Mister Sir: Oh boy, I'll be late to the office. 

Yvonne: If you ever get there. 

Willa: I’m Willa Witch, and this is my friend Sara Spotted Owl. That's Yvonne 
Yebbut. 

Mister Sir: Charmed, I'm sure. I'm Mister Sir, President of the Gluggle and Zatch 
Consolidated Integrated Power Company. 

Sun: We were just talking about power. 

Willa: Solar power. 

Sun: Yes, I have many uses. I can be used to heat your water, cook your food, 
heat your houses and schools. I'm a very useful fellow. 

Mister Sir: Not practical, my good fellow. Why, the power company would need 
mirrors and panels and things big as football fields. We haven't figured out who 
owns the sun yet. 

Sun: Nobody owns me. I'm here for the taking. And you don't need big central 
solar installations. There are ways each home or school or office can switch to 
solar power. People could be independent of the power company. 

Mister Sir: Hold it! I own most of the stock. Chorus immediately makes volumi- 
nous mooing, baaing, oinking and clucking noises) No, no, not that kind of 
stock, stupid — STOCK. 


Mister Sir: Certificates. Pieces of paper. Owning them entitles me to lots of 
money every year. 

Sara: How strange. 

Willa: What an odd way of doing things. 

Mister Sir: It's not odd to ME!! If people go solar, they won't need the electric 
company. And if they don't need the electric company, it won't make money. 
And if the electric company doesn't make money, neither will I! What will 
become of me? How will I make money? How will I pay for my yacht? How will 
I pay for my wife's diamonds? (Wails) How will I pay my electric bill?? 

Willa: But Mister Sir, you could go solar too. 

Sara: Of course you could. 

Mister Sir: Truly? 

Sun: Sure! I shine for everyone in the whole wide world — even you. 

Mister Sir: (drying his tears) Well.. .maybe.. . 

Yvonne: Hmph. You think it's all so simple. What about all the silicon and metal 
and plastic and stuff it'll take for every house and every school and every office 
and everything to go solar. What about THAT? 

Mister Sir: Yeah, what about that? 

Yvonne: See, you guys just aren't practical! 

Willa: Well, I... 

Sara: Well, we.... 

Yvonne: See? 

Sun: Ahem. I'm still here, and I'm going to be around for about another four 
billion years. You don’t have to solve every problem today. And besides, there 
was a solar industry earlier in this century. Whatever century this is. 

Sara: I didn't know that. 

Sun: Oh yes. 

Chorus: (chanting rythmically)Paris 1878... 

Solar engine at the Paris Exposition 
Los Angeles 1907.. .solar hot water heaters 
Egypt, 1913. ..solar power plant 
Glenview Illinois 1940.. .solar house 
Japan I960.. .solar hot water heaters 
Israel 1970. ..solar hot water heaters 
Willa: See! Don't tell us it can't be done — it's already been done. 

Yvonne: Well I. ..that is...I didn't know...er...um... 

Please turn to page 18 






Earth Night! 

Their Nightmare is Real 

to the British Columbia rain forest have a new sabotage method that the spikers' leading advocate 
describes as simple, undetectable and capable of destroying a pulp mill's production with a single plastic-foam cup. C .J. Hlnke calls the technique "foam- 
coring" and says it has the added advantage of being legal, unlike spiking. "Even one Styrofoam cup in a 6,000 gallon batch of pulp will prevent the 
chemical reaction to enable it to set into paper," he said. 

—SOURCE TORONTO GLOBE AND MAIL 

In the beginning of August, vacationing yuppies in silly outfits were surprised by eco-messages mysteriously appearing in the middle of their 
wetlands-turned-golf course. The words "Hayduke Lives," "Earth First!" and "Ron, you pig," became visible on 1 1 of the golf greens In the Mountain Village 
Resort in Telluride, Colorado, as grass sprayed with the herbicide Round-Up died. The Telluride Times-Joumal received a letter signed Earth First! warning 




Telco. The resort has been closed for the rest of the year, and the opening date for next year is still uncertain. Golf course and lift ticket fees will probably 
be raised next year, to pay for the costs of fixing the lift and reconditioning the greens. 

Telco offered a $31,000 reward for information leading to the arrest of the protestor. Naturally, in the hype following the action, Telco has framed 
themselves as the innocent victims, and the fact that their golf courses and condominiums, not the Round-Up, destroyed the land was shuffled into the 
background. 

The ski and golf resort was built over four wetlands and forests of aspen and pine. Telco has been dted by the EPA for violating federal wetlands 
regulations. They illegally dumped 1 7.6 acres of fill material into headwaters and wetlands during the construction of Mountain Village. The golf greens 
are in high altitudes where growing the grass requires massive irrigation, pesticides and herbicides. Even the EPA conceded that the "cumulative impacts 
of alledged Telco violations are more than minimal," which means thay were undoubtably disasterous. Yet an activist who opposed the development 
was labeled the vandal, terrorist, and criminal. 

The choice of weapons of the activist who closed the golf course is questionable, especially for someone trying to fight for the Earth. After all, Round- 
Up is an herbicide which could run into the water table along with the tons of chemicals the resort applies themselves. When the wetlands-destroylng 
golf course is opened again, perhaps a more benign medium, such as salt or the planting of hardier native species, could be used to get the message across. 

Squirrels Sabotage while Bookchinites Babble 

An eco-terra-ist squirrel from the Biodiversity and Anarchy Revolutionary Faction (BARF) took direct Sunday morning in a bold move to protest the 
Yuppie suburban sprawl of Burlington, Vermont. The squirrel forced its way into a B.E.D. substation and placed exploding acorns that, when detonated, 
damaged electronic equipment and caused a short circuit which cut power to over 9,000 Yuppies. A note was found on the scene explaining that the 
act was done "in solidarity with the many critters up in James Bay who are losing their homes and their lives to provide Nintendo to brain-dead Yuppie 
brats . " Buffy Clavelle, one of those affected by the outage, said, "It was j ust awful! My alarm didn 't go off, 1 missed the pro-life sermon at church , I couldn't 
blow dry my hair and the TV didn't work. It was one of the worst mornings of my life!" 

A spokesman for Murray Booicchin stated: "I do not believe that the squirrel adequately considered the social ramifications of the action. The 
suffering in the New North End on Sunday was tremendous. I would question whether this action was well-discussed or whether BARF actually came 
to consensus about it. As Hegel would have said, 'Bad Squirrel!'." 

An Earth First! spokesperson denied any knowledge of the action but did admit giving a copy of Ecodefense; A Field Guide toMonkeywrenching to a 
disgruntled squirrel and added, "Direct action gets the goods!" 

Special agents of the FBI in full body armor converged on the substation on Leddy Park Road and riddled the revolutionary squirrel with automatic 
weapons fire. A candlelight memorial parade for the squirrel will be held at 9pm Saturday. The parade will begin at City Hall and will march to the 
site of the brave action. Bring candles and "Die Yuppie Scum" signs and banners. 

— Rodents for Wilderness 




Earth Kids: 

Riding the Sky concluded 



Willa: I'm going to start right away! I’ll get a solar 
panel for my broom! Then we can ride in the 
daytime! 

All: (repeat "Riding the Sky") 

CURTAIN 

Yule issue: "Dance Back the Buffalo” 
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Bio-death Machines J/& & 

By Black-Backed Woodpecker /J' 

I was visiting the forests over on the east side ^ If you see these machines in your local woods, 

of the Cascades and found there is a logging try explaining to the associated corporation the 

company that prides itself and has pleased local folly of their ways for even their own interests — 

communities with their truly selective logging healthy, loggable trees— and if they don't listen, 
and other practices that exude corporate respon- well, you know what to do. I'd appreciate hearing 
sibility. However they claim that out there where through letters to Dear Shit fer Brains from anyone 

their planting has resulted in dense young pine who knows more about these monsters — plant 

stands, they can't "afford" to hire sawyers to thin regeneration time afterwards, how to best dis- 

the trees by hand over their vast holdings (which mantle such machines, etc. 
would give loggers responsible work) and instead 
they employ what I call the "Bio-Death" ma- 
chines, pictured here. These miniature feller- 
bunchers, named in this case, "Clark Bobcats" by 
their machinae deus (an insult to every bobcat that 



ever lived) efficiently cut the young trees at their 
base and stack them into piles with a minimum of 
time and a maximum of destruction of the soil 
micro-flora and fauna, plants on the forest floor 
and bark on adjacent trees. The machine is too 
awkward to maneuver well in tight spaces and rips 
gashes two feet long in the bark of nearby 
unlogged trees. Any animals, insects and birds 
dependent on forest floor plants, healthy soil 
environments and healthy trees with bark, such 
as rodents, fungi, insects and the plants them- 
selves, all supporting other life, are likely victims. 

The machines' bulldozer-like treads rip the 
life out of the forest floor so that bare dry dirt 



remains where existed a fragile community of 
high desert grasses, herbs, wild roses and berry 
plants, lichens and perhaps some moss. The forest 
is left barren and unnatural except for the trees 
allowed to remain standing, gutting it of the 
majority of its life forms. The environment for 
micro-organisms which are the nutrient-fixing 
life of the soil for the remaining trees the com- 
pany wants to grow is destroyed. Deer, elk and 
predators dependent on small rodents, such as 
bobcats and coyotes are also deprived of their 
habitat. Basically the area looks bulldozed and 
rudely gashed, which it was. 


Tired of seeing computer-generated text stacked in 
neat little columns? Feel like your bio region doesn't get 
enough editorial attention? Don't despair. Just send 
us enough material to fill up the center section of the 
journal. 

We will not edit the Blank Wall. Arrange it as you 
desire. You will be completely responsible for anything 
you print on your pages. Lay it out if you want to, or 
take advantage of whatever expertise we may be able to 
offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the Blank Wall, and 
you will get your chance when your turn comes 
around, unless another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 



GREY WOLF CAMPAIGN UNDERWAY 


by Karen Wood 

Oneof themaindifferencesbetween Earth eas in Oregon according to USFWS crite- 
First! and most mainstream environmen- ria for suitability in the northern Rockies, 
tal groups (the Sierra Club comes to mind) We are also gathering as much informa- 
is that EF! is fighting to save wilderness tion as we can about sightings, history, 
for its own sake, while many environ- and clues to habitat needs in Oregon, 
mentalists fight to save wilderness because Education is a big part of this effort, 
of its recreational or aesthetic value - to Children are still being taught the "big 
humans. There are places I have fought bad wolf" myth through fairy tales, tele- 
for that I have never seen. It does not vision, and puppet shows. We have a big 
matter. I fight for the right of other species job ahead of us to change the public's 
to have a home. perception of wolves. A change in that 

It is not enough to stop the degradation of perception is essential to the success of re- 
habitat. Weneed to restore vast areas to as introduction, not to mention to the future 
close to their natural balance as possible, survival and comeback of the wolf inNorth 
This means reversing the ratio of the old America. 

growth stage to earlier successional stages The USFWS is revising its northern Rockies 
(see the article on New Perspectives). And recovery plan for the grey wolf in 1 992. To 
it means re-introducing species that have get on the public mailing list for that pro- 
been shot, clearcut, dammed, and polluted cess, write to: USD1 Fish & Wildlife Service, 
out of their rightful homes. 4696 Overland Rd., Room 576, Boise, ID 

The US Fish & Wildlife Service has denied 83705. 

an initial request for a reintroduction fea- More people are needed to help with 
sibility/habitat suitability study for the education and information gathering. If 
grey wolf in Oregon. Several folks are you would like to help, contact Karen 
now working to evaluate certain key ar- Wood at EF! Stumpfrogs. 


by Karen Wood Chillio 6 Effect fcr Public : Dissent 

The Oregon Court of Appeals has refused did not even sue the jail when we were' 
theSapphireSix'sappealof a lowercourt's beaten by some of the inmates as a result 
decision to allow punitive damages in a of the jail staff's inciting remarks to them 

case involving political expression. The about us. , 

appeal court's decision deals a crushing ' me sapphire Six have been fighting the' 
blowtofirstamendmentrightsinOregon. suit for punitive damages since 1987 be- 
lt sets a precedent that permits any entity cause it jeopardizes Oregonians' rights of 
wealthy enough to afford the court costs free expression. To give an example of, 
to file lawsuits for punitive damages of how the recent appeal court's decision' 
any amount against those who dare to might affect you, say that you pass outj 
"trespass" while speaking out for their some leaflets on car wind shields in a public j 
beliefs. The appeals court upheld the parking lot to publicize a rally for pro- 
lower cou rh s a ward of $25,000 in punitive tection of ancient forest. Suppose that one 
damages, plus $5,000 compensatory of the cars you happen to leaflet belongs 
damages, and ordered the Six to pay to Mr. Timber Beast. Mr. Beast could 


Huffman & Wright's court costs for the allege that you trespassed on his auto- 
appeal. mobile without his permission, and 

The Sapphire Six is an affinity group of SLAPP you with a punitive damages 
five women and one man who occupied a lawsuit for several million dollars. SLAPP, 

| logging yarder in the North Kalmiopsis by the way, stands for "Strategic Lawsuit 
i roadless area of the Siskiyou National Against Public Participation." Su,ch law- 
Forest in Julv, 1987, in what was called the suits are aflsti known as "intimidation 
Sapphire timber sale (sec the EF! Journal, lawsuits." Getting the picture? Even if 
Lughnasadh & Mabon 1987). We chose Mr. Beast never wins his case, he will tie 
this action in order to publicize the de- up your time and money in fighting a 
struction of the North Kalmiopsis, the lawsuit that could take several years, 
largest remaining intact ancient forest The attorney for the Sapphire Six, David 
ecosystem in the Pacific Northwest. The Atkin, is a rare gem of a person, and a 
protest was a classic example of non- wholly uniqueexception to theusualranks 
violent civil disobedience, with no vio- of money-grubbing lawyers. David is 
lence or damage to "property". The committed to seeing this case as far as it 
yarding operation was shut down for the will go, and will be filing a request for 
day, largely because it took that long to 
get Val Wade down from the top of the 
yarder tower. The six were convicted in 
Curry County of third degree criminal 
mischief, and sentenced to 15 days (20 for 
Val) in jail, $250 each ($350 for Val) in 
fines, $1 800 collectively in restitution, and 
two years probation. 

While meeting with our attorney before 
our "stipulated facts" trial, we were each 
handed a summons from Huffman & 

WrightLoggingCo.announcing that they 
were suing us for $57,000. $50,000 of that 
amount was being asked for "punitive" 
damages. Punitive damages are levied in 
civil lawsuits in order to "punish" or 
discourage a repeat of the action in ques- 
tion. Because of the potential "chilling" review soon with the Oregon Supreme 
effect that lawsuits for punitive damages Court. Most of the money we have been 
can have on the exercise of first amend- able to raise for our defense has gone to 
mentrights,theyaretypicallynotallowed costs - ordering the transcript for the ap- 
in civil lawsuits involving conduct that is peal, forexample,cost about$1000. As for 

David's fees, let's just say that he is defi- 
nitely not in this for the money. 

Many of you have lent us your support 
over the past four years. That support has 
helped us to keep fighting through the 
oppression. As we prepare for the next 
tered on the issue of punitive damages, step in this long battle, we would like to 
From the beginning we were prepared ask for your help once again. Please send 
for, and accepted, our sentence from the a donation to: Earth First! Legal Offense 
criminal court. Our fines and restitution Fund, c/o David E Atkin, 296 E. Fifth 
were paid out of our own pockets. $1100 Ave., Suite 309, Eugene, OR 97401 . Ifyou 
of the restitution was paid to Huffman & arean attorney or law studentand would 
Wright for out-of-pocket expenses in- like to assist David with the legalesc, please 
curred by th em the d ay o f theactionA VtV contact him at the above address or call 
liavenorargued with H&vT'sright to sue him at ( 503 ) 342 - 6336 . Ifyou would like to 
a: r further damages if they felt the restitu- help with fundraising and/or support, 
r did not cover them. Wchavraca ptec please contact me, Karen Wood at EF! 
t! sequences ii \\ I I itumpfroj . 

It* tf/fipS/i/hlWHs 1 


^protected under the first amendment. 
Ttmitivedairragescanbe requested many" 
amount; there is no limit, and once 
^awarded, they cannot be cancelled by 

-bankru ptcy proceedings . — 

Thedelenseof the Sapphire Six has cen- 
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by Deborah Clarke 

The Hanford Nuclear 
Reservatiort-which covers 560 
square miles of arid desert land in 
southeastern Washington, bordered 
by the Columbia River-has, 
according to the Oregon 
Department of Energy(DOE), the 
world's largest concentration of 
high-level radioactive wastes. 
Hanford's nuclear burial grounds 
hold 63% of the volume and 37% of 
the radioactivity of all the nuclear 
wastes produced by U.S. bomb 
builders since the 1940s. Yet the 
U.S.DOE has been stalling clean-up 
plans (lowering budget requests for 
1992-97 clean-up from $9.6 to $6.1 
billion). Instead U.S.DOE is 
requesting $ for new nuclear arms 
production from Congress. 

The wastes at Hanford are 
unprecedented, in all there are 1400 
contaminated sites and four major 
groundwater contamination plumes, 
now moving toward the Columbia. 
Much of the waste is a result of 
reprocessing, a chemical process of 
recovering plutonium for weapons 
which produces large amounts of 
liquid wastes. The U.S.EPA believes 
that more than 100 million gallons of 
liquid wastes were dumped directly 
into the ground at Hanford in the 
1940s and 1950s. Moreover another 
750,000 gallons of high-level wastes 
have leaked from single-shell tanks. 
In fact, contamination is spreading 
faster than it can be cleaned-up-at a 
rate of 20 acres per year. Due to 
dumping close to the Columbia, 
strontium 90 and other radioactive 
isotopes continue to flow into the 
river. A few of the tanks pose the 
threat of an explosion, potentially 
spewing radioactivity into the 
environment. Alhough many of the 
radioactive materials become 
harmless in only 300 years 
technetium 99 retains half of its 
radioactivity for 212,000 years and 
iodine 129 is half as radioactive for 

16 . -Hion years! 


The effects have been 
deadly since Hanford began its 
operations in 1943 to produce 
plutonium for the atomic bomb. In 
1958 workers found radioactive 
coyote and rabbit dung over 2000 
acres. The animals were using the 
radioactive chemicals as a salt lick. 
Much remains unknown but people 
downwind of Hanford believe that 
emissions are responsible for 
extremely high incidence of cancer, 
thyroid disease and other illnesses. 
Especially at risk are members of the 
Umatilla, Cayuse and Walla Walls 
tribes who gather native plants, 
hunt and eat deer and elk and catch 
salmon from the Columbia. 

More nuclear production is 
the goal of the U.S.DOE with its 
plans to centralize production in a 
scheme called Complex 21, kept 
mostly secret from the public. 
U.S.DOE is asking for $517 million 
from Congress. The final decision 
about where the big production site 
will be will happen at DOE in 
December. As a result of widespread 
opposition in both Oregon and 
Washington to Hanford the complex is 
likely to be in South Carolina 
(Savannah River) where necrophilic 
boys like Sen. Strom Thurman(R- 
S.C.) worship phallic bombs. 

The damage to the 
Northwest's ecosystem is 
immeasurable and is felt by 
creatures in the Columbia River 
whose numbers dwindle. Efforts to 
protect and to reestablish habitat for 
salmon and other wildlife are 
undermined by continuing seepage 
from the plumes at Hanford into the 
Columbia. Write your Senators and 
tell them you oppose any new 
production. The U.S.DOE has not 
shown good faith in clean-up which 
should be first priority. The U.S. Dept. 
Of Excrement has shown little 
commitment to clean-up the 
overwhelming re.e s st has already 
created. How much longer will the 
death rj' *• be allowed to go on? 



Operation Tree of Life 


One of the strangest chapters of Earth 
First guerilla theatre ever to unfold was 
certainly the Operation Tree-of-Life Action 
on September 9, at the Collafield sale near 
Brietenbush, Oregon. Concievedofasthe 
spark that galvenizes middle America 
behind the Old Growth issue,The Opera- 
tion, took it's first foray into the forest for 
an action. Three Holy Trinity Wannabees, 
inspired by the concept of environmental 
evangelism, comprised the group. 

We were baffled by the loony 
problems that beset the Stmpfrogs dur- 
ing their 3 day Britenbush campaign days 
prior, so we decided to take the law of the 
absurd into our own hands. Withthehelp 
of a friendly minister, Slugthang found 
some pertinant biblical quotations relat- 
ing to the evils of tree cutting and grafted 
them into a press release. A manifesto 
from the mount to the loggers at large; 
"For too long pagan hippies have been the 
voice of the environmental movement^ 
It's time to read the Bible! Deuteronomy! 
20:19, and Ezekiel 34:25-27. (King Jameslj' 
The Lord speaks clearly abou t the sacred- 
ness and inviolability of the Tree of Life. 
It's time to take a stand for the Trees, this 
is the place and time to start!" Who can 
hold back the floodgates of conservative 
conservationists when they get empow- 
ered enough to raise a voice in the envi- 
ronmental chorus!!? We reasoned that 
the demo should be not so Christian as 
just Joe-God-fearing-Everyman. If we 
couldn't see our fantasy come true than 
we had to create the fantasy in the flesh. 

So longtime collabora tors Brother 
S & Slugthang camped out that night on a 
windswept clearcut peak, practically atop 
the Collafield cut, and plotted their strat- 
egy, illuminated by the stars and the out 
of control fire across the next range. A 
sign from on high. 

The next day, low and behold, 
not a peep of activity from the downslope 
timber sale. Hmm, interesting develop- 
ment. the only noise heard was the con- 
versation of unseen people on the trail 
winding around the far bend. Could this 



be the remnants of last week's action, still 
wandering on recon, or reinforcements? 
We finally dressed in our business suits, 
dusted off our bible, spit shined our shoes 
and drove down to the connecting road 
into the Collafield site. Not a soul. Just the 
scattered debris of the cut clogged road, 
fresh killed trees sliced and diced, and the 
lonesome wail of the wind. All dressed 
up and no one's head to twist, we dug into 
the vehicle for our sign making materials 
and went to town. Slugthang spray 
painted day-glo orangeon the tree sections 
"This tree died for your sins" (with cru- 
cifixes,) while Brother S posted some 

placards "Genesis Read and weep" 

and "from dominion to domination". Just 
then three Forest Service Officers drove in 
and caught us in the act. 

Brother S spake "The Lord will 
cause the Evil Beast to cease out of the 
land and they shall dwell safetly in the 
wilderness, and sleep in the woods" To 
which the officer responded, "Evil Beasts?" 
Regaining composure, they bade us to 
show them were we had ca mped the nigh t. 
True to our personas, we were coopera- 
tive . At the site was a crew of lazy 
firefighters, lollygagging around our 
camp, piutting out a tiny fire that didn't 
exist when we had departed. Trumped 
up charge. They didn't seem to mind the 


slash fireblaring away in the distance. We 
were escorted down to the roadblock, 
some three miles away from the Sale area, 
where a slew of officers lounged around, 
having already blocked access to the press, 
who left earlier in frusteration. Slugthang 
is asked what church he goes to. He 
responds, "Foresquare Church". Officer 
is skeptical, "I go to Foresquare Church!" 
"Well, there’s a lot of Foresquare churchs.. 
"The only real communion happening 
though, was that the Freddies had snarled 
their meal in their Federal Closure, and 
commenced to suck. Good lord! 

Seperated for individual 
citations, the officers had free reign to 
search the vehicle for incrimidating evi- 
dence and came away with art supplies, 
ect. Believing till the end that we had 
nothing to do with Earth First! (too 
strange), they let us go, with copious 
dollars in debt to the false god of Viola- 
tions. 

What did any of this accomplish, 
given the lack of coverage? Was this the 
spark to ignite the middle of the road 
revolution? If an EF/er isCsited without a 
support group, does anybody hear? 

The Action was a success because 
Freddies were clearly scared and freaked 
out that an unknown faction, on a radically 
different tack from thestandard EF! route, 
would emerge and activate. The media, 
although going home without a story was 
there for the same reason. With a bit more 
planning and support (while learning 
from some of our obvious mistakes,) the 
same tactic can be amazingly successful. 
Never underestimate the power of an 
original approach to upset an authority 
figure. But also never forget that this same 
tactic can be very very worry some to those 
who would seek to pigeonhole the radical 
environmental movement as simple out-j 
casts of society. Diversify or Die. N 
matter how far off the wall your brain; 
storms take you, just fucking Do-It! G 




FREDDIES' FLOATING 
CLOSURE RULED ILLEGAL 

by Karen Wood 

The Oregon Court of Appeals recently 
overruled a federal district court decision 
that upheld the validity of a 1989 Forest 
service "floating closure." The closure in 
question delineated an area of the Siuslaw 
National Forest that encompassed three 
•anges and three townships. The closure 
totice then stated : "Note: Closure will be |\ 
noving, periodic, and unscheduled. You 
ire in the closure only when it is posted or 
.'■ou are so notified by a Forest Service 
)ffidal." In other words, it was like a little 
aincloud that followed Earth First.'ers 
iround. 

■ive people were arrested in 1989 and 
onvicted in federal district court of vio- 
ating this closure. However, the daunt- 
ess David Atkin smelled a constitutional 
■iolation and appealed the decision. The 
ppeals court just ruled the floating clo- 
ure invalid, and threw out the conviction. 

'here is no indication yet whether the 
orest Service will seek a Supreme Court 
eview. 
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10 Easy Things to do to 
Save Wild Salmon 

1 Conserve electricity as 
much as possible. 

A) Hydroelectric power 
plants account for over 90% 
of juvenile salmon deaths. 

B) taxpayers sobsidize 

environmentally-damaging 

industries which receive 
criminally low power rates. 

C) It makes good sense! 
2.Don’t buy salmon products 
of any kind. (A) Commercial 
fishing accounts for millions 
of pounds of salmon caught 
on a yearly basis. (B) Spor 
and commercial fishing rely 
on perpetuating the hatchery 
system which sacrifices Wild 
salmon in exchange for 
revenue. 

C) Current & historical 
netting practices have no 
way of seperating which fish 
are native or hatchery. 
3.Pressure politicians to 
increase research and imple- 
mentation of 

alternative,renewable energy 
sources. 

A) In addition to decreasing 
stream flows, dams contrib- 
ute to higher water tempera- 
tures, and proliferation of 
warm- water species which 
prey on juvenile salmon. 


B) Clean,renewable energy 
sources could easily replace 
hydro-power. 

C) High annual sun & wind 
averages that provide 
excellent opportunities for 
solar & wind power genera- 
tion. 

4.Don’t fish or hunt. 

A) Fishing & hunting license 
revenues are earmarked 
almost entirely to 
gamespecies propagation 
programs. 

B) While sportfishing is not a 
primary culprit in salmon 
decline,its chief supporters 
wield heavy influence over 
Dept of F&W policy and 
implementation. 

S.Support groups whose only 
objective is thesurvival of 
Wild salmon. 

A) Certain advocacy groups 
are onsklmostfishingleasy 
thOeasy thingsare merely 
sportfishing gruops seeking 
asteady supply of fish to 
catch. 

B) Some of these 
"conserva tion"groups receive 
funding from the very 
industries who are the most 
responsible for the salmon's 
demise. (C) Because salmon 
have the intrinsic right to 
exst. 

6 Stop buying produce or 
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crops grown in 
innappropriate areas or 
grown through extensive 
irrigation practices. (A) 
Irrigation channels and 
outlets are deadly when 
returning salmon get sucked 
into pump outlets. (B) 
Growing innappropriate 
crops require huge amounts 
of water, which adversly 
affect spawning grounds and 
stream flows. (C) Pesticide 
and insecticided is wide- 
spread in these areas and 
finds its way into the water 
table. (D) Soil erosion smoth- 
ers spawning grounds, 
choking small streams and 
creeks. 

7. Expose and work to correct 
irresponsible logging, 
mining, ranching practices. 

(A) Siltation due to 
clearcutting and lack of 
stream-buffer protection 
causes higher water temps 
and chokes spawning beds. 

(B) Mine tailings, and aban- 
doned mines leach heavy 
minerals and compounds 
into the water table. (C) 

Livestock tramples, defeca tes 
in and disturbs delicate 
spawning streams. (D) 
Ranching requires vast sums 
of water. 1 lb. of beef requires 
2,500 of water. 

8) Never pour paint, sol- 
vents, oil ect. down a sewer 


or storm drain. (A) Salmon 
posses one of the most 
sensitive sense of smell in the 
animal world, cappable of 
detecting 1 part in 10 bilion 
parts. (B) The salmon 
nervous and reproductive 
system is sensitive to chemi- 
cals, etc. 9 Do restoration 
work.. (A) Holes in fences 
allow livestock to invade 
streams and can be repared. 
(B) Trash and fallen logs can 
be removed to allow migra- 
tion. (C) Native soil holding 
tres and plants can be 
planted to restore banks and 
provide shade that lowers 
water temps. (D) Increased 
vegitation promotes healthy 
bird and insect populations 
which help salmon. 

10 Organize product boycots 
against countries using drift- 
nets in their fleets. Even if 
the other nine measures are 
effective a few seasons of 
driftnetting can wipe out a 
complete run of fish. The 
stress of escape can also 
lower their life expectancy, 
and decrease their much 
needed stamina, crucial to 
salmons ability to return to 
their native spawning 
ground. 



• '✓ l w vv "7' 


- A 


Good Morning Campers! 

My name is Ranger Howie Killem and I’ll be your guide today here at Bonneville Fish Factory. We from Oregon Dept of Squish 
and Maim Life are very proud of our accomplishments. First off, did you have any questions during the tour? Tough, keep em to 
yourself! Besides being unaccountable and aloof, I don’t feel as if I have the time to answer just anyone’s questions. We at Squish 
and Maim Life usually only answer to powerful industry, fishing and hunting lobbies. 

On with the tour. Follow closely and I will try to impress you with innane facts and irrelevant figures. Here at the kiosk the 
illuson begins; with lots of romantic old photos depicting swollen nets and streams of salmon. At the time people thought we would 
never run out of Wild Salmon. We sure showed those idealistic chumps. Thanks to a lack of foresight and a total disregard for the 
natural world, we have reduced the Wild Salmon runs on the Columbia to a mere pittance. As if that wasn’t good enough, we’ve 
tried really creative ways to kill Wild Salmon such as transporting millions of diseased, confused and genetically inferrior hatchery 
drones by train cars and dumping them in the river to rob the Wild Salmon of their food and habitat After decades of one wild run 
after another becoming extint, we started thinking we must be doing something right To correct this assumption the Corps of 
Engineers decided it could get rid of the pesky, unmanagable Wild Fish once and for all. So they moved more earth and laid more 
concrete and made it basically impossible for the Wild Salmon to expect to survive till the year 2000. Moving on, I must say I feel 
good about the job we’ve done trampling Native American fishing rights, altering the natural features of the greatest river in the 
west, and turning our backs on the taxpayers who probably don’t realize that 90% of our budget goes to keeping hunting and fishing 
interests happy. 

With lots of input from aluminum manufacturers, farmers, power companies, logging outfits, and paper mills, we can 
safetly say that we know it all. Those stupid people like marine biologists, scientists, hydrologists, and environmental experts are 
just trying to scare the public. Just because we’ve gone from 16 to 20 million salmon anually to a couple thousand is nq jis£d_fQr 
alarm. Does anyone have any questions? Good... - ' . i *1 \ 
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Site of Pioneering Biodiversity Study Threatened 

I By George Shook 


AslandscapeecologistReed Noss has recently 
noted. National Forest management plans ig- 
nore "the value of wilderness as a reservoir of 
biodiversity and natural processes ... even 
though the National Forest Management Act 
(NFMA) regulations require that forest man- 
agers, when evaluating the wilderness poten- 
tial of their lands, consider proximity to other 
wilderness lands and potential effects on 
biodiversity." ("What Wilderness Can Do For 
Biodiversity," Wild Earth , summer 1991.) 
i A classic case in point is the attempted excision 
of virtually every unprotected roadless area 
contiguous to the Kalmiopsis Wilderness here 
in southwestern Oregon. The Siskiyou Na- 
tional Forest, with its "New Perspectives" 
program, intends to substantially degrade the 
value of the area to the protection of 
biodiversity. 

Perhaps thebest-known,and certainly the most 
expensive, exampleof the Forest Service's New 
Perspectives projects is theShasta Costa project. 
Under the umbrella of the Shasta Costa EIS, 
the (Chet co?) Ranger District is planning to 
enter with roads and logging part of the long- 
contested North Kalmiopsis roadless area, 
which presently functions as a major corridor 
between the protected Kalmiopsis and Wild 
Rogue Wildernesses. 

The next area in line for the Siskiyou's New 
Perspectives treatment — gentle removal from 
the list of potential Wilderness Areas — is the 
South Kalmiopsis area, a crescent around the 
southern and eastern borders of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness which was the locale for R.H. 
Whittaker's pioneering studies of biod iversity , 
and which probably contains more endemic 
life forms than any other area in the western 
United States. 

While the area protected by the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness is only about 180,000 acres, the 
area currently functioning as a biodiversity 
reserve is more than twice that size, and is 
characterized by the close juxtaposition of 
widely contrasting geologic and vegetational 
types. Much of this size and variety would be 
permanently degraded by planned Forest 
Service activities. Indeed, it is difficult to see 
this cynical program as anything other than a 
conscious attempt to destroy the biological 
integrity of one of the few remaining large 
wilderness systems. 

We are witnessing the intentional creation of a 
biological island, the willful severing of con- 
necting corridors which will effectively cut off 
t the Kalmiopsis from surrounding ecosystems. 
This is the most flagrant example of the whole- 
sale destruction of biodiversity 1 have seen in 
almost 30yearsofdealing with the U.S. Forest 


Service! 

There does now exist a suLjlantially intact 
crescent of de facto wilderness contiguous with 
the southeast boundary of the Kalmiopsis 
Wilderness, stretching from the Fiddler, Can- 
yon, and Josephine Creek drainages north- 
west of Cave Junction, south through the rug- 
ged red rock of Rough and Ready Creek and 
west into Bald face Creek, a much moredensely 
forested area along a tributary of the North 
Fork of the Smith River. In all, the South 
Kalmiopsis contains between 50,000 and 75,00C 
acres of functioning wilderness. 

The current Forest Service New Perspectives 
program would compromise the northern and 
southern thirds of thecrescent, impairing their 
connection with the adjoining Wilderness. 
Even if very little logging were to take place in 
this first entry, the political consequence of 
this invasion willbe to eliminate this area from 
consideration for future wilderness protection 
The Forest Service intends to burn their bio- 
logical bridges behind them. 

The first of these areas to go on the block is the 
Canyon Project, the northern third of the cres- 
cent, encompassing the drainages of Canyon 
Creek, Fiddler Gulch, and Days Gulch. Upper 
Canyon Creek is totally pristine at present. Nc 
logging or roadbuilding has taken place. Up- 
per Fiddler Gulch has a coupleof clearcuts,but 
iis still largely untouched, while Days Gulch, 
the most northerly of these drainages, is 
somewhat more heavily impacted by both 
roads and past cuts. 

Early last spring, the scoping process began 
for Canyon, with an invitation going out tc 
environmentalists and other "publics" to join 
in the planning process by participating in the 
meetings of the "interdisciplinary team" set 
up to develop management alternatives for 
the planning area. It soon became apparent, 
however, that the only question to be answered 
was how much logging was to take place 
There was no serious consideration of a no- 
entry alternative, and when we suggested 
various levels of restoration alternatives for 
the already-impacted north section of the 
planning area, the Forest Service refused ever 
to discuss the idea. (This is, of course, entirely 
consistent with their suppression of their owr 
in-house study, which showed that thousands 
of jobs could be created by changing their 
timber policies.) 

At the same time, the new recreational trails 
guide issued by the district office not only 
eliminated all trails in this area, but even re 
moved the drainages from trails maps of thi 
adjacent Kalmiopsis rim trail! The loca 
Audubon chapter had requested over a year 
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ago the opening of the Josephine Mountain 

trail, an historic trail whfch bisects the cres- 
cent, giving hikers the opportunity to experi- 
ence the incredible diversity of the area. The 
Forest Service, of course, refused. It's more 
difficult to bum bridges if people are using 
them. 

The intent of the agency toexcludemeaningful 
public input from the planning process is 
further evidenced by their timeline. The project 
leader recently informed us that following the 
issuance of the draft environmental impact 
statement (DEIS) forCanyon late inSeptember, 
there will be only 45 days for public response 
to the document. This of course makes it im- 
possible to publish critical analyses of the DEIS 
in environmental journals in time for people to 
respond to the agency. Therefore, I encourage 
you to write immediately to Denny Holthus, 
District Ranger, Illinois Valley Ranger District, 
26568 Redwood Highway, Cave Junction, 
Oregon 97523, requesting a copy of the full 
DEIS, and demanding an extension of the 
comment period to 90 days from date of issue. 
You could also point out that the deficiencies 
noted above, particularly their refusal to con- 
sider the importance of this area to the integ- 
rity of the greater Kalmiopsis ecosystem, and 
the fundamental hypocrisy of soliciting public 
participation while at the same time making 
any meaningful public participation impos- 
sible. 

Incidentally, the Forest Service got a bit of 
public participation they probably weren't ex- 
pecting. Two trails in the area have been re- 
opened by a group calling itself the Canyon 
Conservation Corps. One of these is a short 
spur to Canyon Peak, an old lookout site which 
affords an excellent view of the entire planning 
area. The other is an historic trail along the 
south rim of the Canyon Creek drainage to 
Josephine Mountain Camp, which helps to 
access the entire central portion of the South 
Kalmiopsis Crcscent,aswellasleadingdircctly 
to one of the stand s of forest they intend to cut. 
For a map of the vicinity with these trails and 
further details about recreational opportuni- 
ties in the area, write to Canyon Conservation 
Corps, PO Box 1846, Cave Junction, Oregon 
97523. Please include a SASE and small contri- 
bution if you can afford it. 
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CYANIDE HEAP LEACH MINING IN OREGON 

-The saga continues... 


For those of you not 
yet familiar with the onslaught of 
gold mining in Oregon; it's here, 
it's happening, and it's ugly. Well 
over 65,000 claims have been 
staked in SE Oregon's fragile 
desert. The method of choice for 
these mineral extraction compa- 
nies is Cyanide Heap Leach Min- 
ing, This insidious process makes 
previously insignificant deposits 
of gold cost-effective to mine. It 
involves strip-mining MILLIONS 
of tons of earth, crushing it, and 
heaping it onto a polyethylene 
liner. The unearthed mountains 
are sprayed witha highlyalkaline 
cyanide solution which leaches out 
the gold. The gold laden solution 
isthendrained intoaholdingpond 
until it can be pumped through to 
the on site processing plant. The 
gold is distilled from the cyanide 
and prepared to be used by jew- 
elers, dentists and the computer 
and aerospace industries. The 
cyanide is then either re-used or 
pumped with waste ore to a tail- 
ings pond. 

The list of negative 
biological impacts associated with 
Cyanide Heap Leach Mining is 
staggering. Whole mountains ore 
unearthed creating vast pits. The 
average size of one of these holes 
is 1200 ft. deep and 2000 ft. across. 
For comparison, roughly 50 Em- 
pire State Buildings can fit into 
one pit. More amazing than the 
size of the pits is the fact that no 
state or federal law requires the 
mining companies to fill these in 
or return the land to its original 
state. Toxic heavy metals such as 
arsenic, mercury and lead are of- 
ten exposed as a result of the dig- 
ging and the pits eventually fill 
with rain and ground water creat- 
ing toxic soup. 

The cyanide laced hold- 
ing ponds present incredible 
dangers to thirsty wildlife. In 
Oregon, the mining industry is 
lobbying hard to avoid having to 
net or somehow cover these pond s 
to prevent wildlife mortality. In 
Nevada, a state already covered 
with cyanide mines, more than 
6440 migratory waterfowl are 
known to have been poisoned af- 
ter contact with the ponds. As 
well countless Badgers, Kit Foxes, 
Deer, Coyote, Big Horned Sheep 
and other critters fall prey to the 
lure of the toxic water. State in- 
spectors visit these mines on av- 
erage of once a year with no sur- 
prise visits. Therefore the com- 
panies are on a sort of "honor sys- 



Leach Mine in Oregon. The site of 57% of the gold mined through 
their claim is Grassy Mountain in this method is used to make jew- 
SE Oregon. This is the biggest elry. JEWELRY!! 1 know, I know, 
operation yet proposed for Or- being purely politically correct 
egon and it is being used as a "test these days means giving up prac- 
case" by the industry to see how tically everything-but-a HUGE 
Oregonians take to Cyanide min- boycott of gold jewelry would hit 
ing. Atlas's Environmental Im- them where it hurts. You can keep 
pact Statement is due to be out at your old stuff, just don't buy any 
theend of 1991. This promises to more. Make sure to tell your local 
bean amusing whitewash of fact, jeweler just where gold comes 
For a brief, shining mo- from. While your at it, consider 
ment it looked as though the Or- that most precious metals and 
egon State Legislature was going stones areobtained through Earth 
to pass a halfway decent bill pro- destruction. (CRYSTAL FREE BY 
tecting the ecosystem from the '93!!) 

ravages of this method of gold Cyanide Heap Leach 

mining.-But alas, the bill passed Mining is done predominantly on 
was half-assed. The new law is public land with the support of 
designed toprovidestateagencies the ridiculously archaic 1872 
withguidelinesbywhichtoframe Mining Act. This law treats land 
their administrative rules regulat- as valuable only to the extent that 
ing mining. Chief sponsor of this it can be made into money. Study 
new law was the Department of U P on this law and write your 
Geology and Mineral Industries Congresspeople and anyone else 
(DOG AMI)whoare already firmly y ou can thinkof encouraging ref- 
in the pockets of the mining cor- ormation of this stupid law. 
porations. Spokesman for For you Oregon folks, 

DOGAMI, Allen Throop has en- some ideas: Organize an affinity 
couraged regulatory agencies to group, research this issue, take 
"develop adequate controls that action. Get the word out there! 
protect theenvironment whilenot Unfortunately, there are only a 
being overly restrictive to the few burned out activists working 
mining companies." (emphasis fulltimeonthisissuehereathome, 
added) we need help. 

The Department of En- For you Colorado folks, 

vironmental Quality is currently an idea: Atlas Precious Metals 
working on their administrative main office is located at 370 17th 
rules governing Heap Leach St.inDenver(208)788-4116. Coin 
Mines. The industry is lobbying and tell them you madea mistake 
them with all they've got. and thought they were the 

What you can do: American Expressofficebutwhile 

The real clincher is that your there you have a few things 
to say to them concerning habitat 
i. ,, . ... destruction and corporate greed. 

| y-'H’A A roadshow designed to 

alert and educate Oregonians 
about this eminent threat is in the 
works. Contact Earth First! in 
Eu gene-POB 1 0384 zip code 97440 
' . for details (503) 343-7305. 


tern" to report wildlife deaths- 
pause for laughter. 

Cyanide spills are com- 
mon. In Nevada they are rated at 
one spill per week. The question 
is not "if" there's a leak but "how 
much" will leak. An accident at a 
South Carolina mine spilled 9 
MILLION gallons into a nearby 
river (the Exxon oil spill was 
10,900,000 gallons). Atypical mine 
uses 3 million lbs. of cyanide per 
year. 

Another drasticproblem 
is the heavy drain on scarce desert 
water. The average mine con- 
sumes 1,000 to 1,500 gallons per 
MINUTE , that's roughly 2 million 
gallons a day. 

For every 100 tons of 
earth scraped from the earth the 
"reward" is a TEASPOON AND 
AHALFofgold. Becausethegold 
is scarce, entire mountains and 
thousand s of acres of land must be 
pillaged before thecompanies can 
break even. It costs them about 
S200 an ounce to extract the gold, 
however, because the market price 
tends to range between S300 and 
S800 an ounce, it's still profitable 
for them to mine it. Atypical mine 
stands to make $200 million in 
profit. With this kind of profit 
margin, the companies still have 
the audacity to say that reclama- 
tion requirements or even minimal 
environmental protection mea- 
sures will prevent them from 
mining profitably. The mining 
companies attempting to start up 
in Oregon are whining about 
spending any money to protect 
the ecosys- 
tem and > *>••• f* •'hv'.j. : 
threatening 

state and take 
their busi- 
ness ^ else- 

smooth-talk- 

inglobbyists. s 











EF! STUMPFROGS 
SOLSTICE WISH LIST 

A merchandise table with at 
least tour legs, a backhoe, 
office supplies (i.e. pens, 


paper clips, staples, 
adjustable wren ^’ 
thumbtacks, Money$$$. 
Fax machine Fax modem 
tor IBM XT-compatible 

computer 3.5" external disk 

drive for XT, A 

XT-compatible computer 
setup for our office A work- 

inn answering machine with 


Money$$$ 



Society for the 
Preservation of 
Anadromous Wild 
Natives is a non-profit 
group based in Portland. 
We are putting together a 
citizens flotilla down the 
Columbia watershed, to 
document and bear 
witness to the difficulties 
that Wild Salmon face in 
their attempt to spawn. 
We will combine educa- 
tional presentations of the 
plight of Wild Salmon with 
'float show' 
entertainment, to be 
presented in 
communities along the 
Columbia. Our range of 
travel will include slack 
water, portage and 
Whitewater. For this 
reason we are seekir^j. 
persons with boats who 
are interested in getting 
involved in the salmon 
issue. We needs, 
equiptment and involve- 
ment! Please contact 
SPAWN 

31 16 SE Clinton St 
Portland, OR 97202 


Stumptown EF! 
Wish List 

$. Zesty merchandise, 
volunteers to help us with 
mundane tasks 
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SOUTHERN WILLAMETTE 
EARTH FIRST! 
METAMORPHOSES 

Yes, SWEF! has taken a new name: 
EF! Stumpfrogs. This mid-life crisis 
was precipitated by many causes, but 
mainly because we got tired of people 
referring to us as the “Southern 
Willamette chapter of the Earth First! 
organization.” EF! is a movement of 
loosely connected individuals and 
groups. Eugene is a big place. Big 
enough for more than one EF! group. 
Not everyone is temperamentally 
suited to be a Stumpfrog. I’m sure 
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area who wouldn’t want to be a 
Stumpfrog if their life depended on it. 
Changing our name is intended as an 
outward manifestation of the reality of 
our lack of structure/hierarchy. Be- 
sides, Southern Willamette Earth First! 
is too long and people can’t speli it. 
Stumpfrogs are more fun. 



A Tenuous Pause in Walbran Valley 

By Sockeye Sue 


Actions in the Walbran Valley were at low 
ebb. Many of the dedicated core activists who 
have been risking life, limb, and police record 
throughout the summer defending British 
Columbian rainforest were being held up in 
court. With winter coming and the need to relo- 
cate and fortify the camps within the valley it 
seemed to my friend Little Bear and myself that 
some "outside agitation from the States," might 
be a service that we could provide. 

Dangerously armed with sketchbooks, pen- 
cils, pens and watercolors we packed up our 
granola and took the ferryboat to Vancouver 
Island. In Victoria we were befriended by Nedd- 
of-the-Forest who wove us through the city arid 
took us to the Norway house. 

We arrived in the valley the next evening 
and were given shelter at what is affectionately 
referred to as the Walbran Hotel. The Walbran 
Hotel is the campsite of a family from Victoria 
with seven children who went camping last July 
and decided to stay. They do not participate in 
the protest actions but maintain a presence and 
offer shelter, support and spiritual inspiration to 
those who come into the valley. They hear the 
trees scream. Continually harassed by Fletcher 
Challenge, multinational timber corporation, 
and the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) 
the family has moved camp several times. Pres- 
ently they are set up on the edge of a clearcut. The 
next morning we awoke to a pristine old growth 
forest on one side of us and total destruction on 
the other. 

Following a trail through thick woods, we 
were greeted by a young woman with wisps of 
moss in her hair who took us by canoe to Y camp. 

Moss-in-her-Hair led us to Giggling Spruce 
uamp wnere we were to stay. We followed her up 
to Edge of Dysentery, the new winter camp. She 
was splitting cedar planks out of a huge downed 
tree to make a reused platform. When the rains 
begin, Y camp and Giggling Spruce will be 
flooded. 


By Freebird 

Activists protesting clearcut logging by 
Fletcher Challenge and MacMillian Bloedel in 
the Walbran ancient forest officially ended all 
blockading actions in the valley on October 2. 
The reasons for this are two-fold: A political 
promise came from soon-to-be Provincial pre- 
mier Mike Harcourt of the NDP, of a six-month to 
two-year moratorium on clearcut logging in 
"controversial areas." On October 1, Harcourt 
promised to bring in "environmentally sound" 
logging practices, he said, "We currently have a 
wild west, no-sherriff-around approach to our 
forests," and promised to take inventory of the 
forests, starting with "critical" areas such as the 
Walbran. At this point no one really knows just 
how little old growth remains in British Colum- 
bia. 

Secondly, and perhaps more pertinent (and 
unfortunate), we don't have the numbers to 
sustain protests and blockades in the valley at 
this time. Our resources have been stretched 
between two muli-nationals building roads si- 
multaneously in the court and in the west 
Walbran, and our two base camps are one hour 
apart by car on gravel roads or a four-hour hike. 
Currently 15 of us are tied up in Victoria facing 
criminal contempt of court charges in BC Su- 
preme Court. After the first week of court every- 
one has been set over until October 28 for the 
continuation. No one has been lazy though; 
election time always offers great media sabbing 
opportunities! 

On Oct. 3 Johnson was pelted with dirt as 
she was arriving at a campaign rally, and she had 
a difficult time being heard above the noise of 
fists and objects being pounded on the windows. 
Her departure was delayed for an hour as activists 
blockaded her bus by lying down in the road. The 
tv media clearly showed EF! signs and "Earth 


Walbran protest camps have been the sub- 
ject of a continuing media smear campaign. A 
woman had just been seriously injured falling 
from a tree. The press attributed this to "reckless 
thrillseeking." A researcher looking for a Marbled 
Murrulet nest neglected to remove his climbing 
pegs. This was attributed to tree spiking by hard- 
ened Earth First! ecoterrorists from the states. 

A rumor was circulating the camps that the 
government was going to issue a blanket injunc- 
tion covering the entire valley and anyone in the 
valley would be arrested. Presumedly this would 
be for our own safety. Rita Johnston, the Social 
Credit premier of British Columbia, is big on law 
and order. This sort of Draconian scenario could 
conceivably be construed to be in keeping with 
her political campaign. 

Meanwhile, another meeting was going on 
in Victoria. Mike Harcourt, leader of the opposi- 
tion party, NDP and opponent of Rita Johnston 
was meeting with leaders of Vancouver Islands 
environmental groups including the Friends of 
Walbran. it seems he is willing to take a stand to 
protect the valley as part of his platform if the 
Walbran camps will halt their blockade until the 
election. 

The man from Haddon camp at the other 
end of the valley, the end being attacked by 
Macmillan Bloedel, told us about the meeting 
going on in town. Nobody likes making deals 
with politicians. The bottom line is saving the 
valley. If Harcourt gets elected, and if he keeps his 
promises, the valley may be saved. On the other 
hand, there are two weeks in which maintaining 
the blockade could slow down the logging for a 
matter of hours. These same two weeks could be 
used to plan strategies and bring the issues into 
the city, fortify winter camps and initiate alter- 
native actions such as blocking the trucks carry- 
ing raw logs for export. All were adamant that we 
should not break camp but maintain the right to 
be on crown (public) land. Thus, with certain 


First!" could also be heard from shouting "terror- 
ists." 

With the enthusiastic help of the forest 
killing industry, the media has been trying to 
paint a picture of a once-peaceful protest in the 
Walbran turned ugly and violent by an intrusion 
of eco-terrorist Earth Firstlers who have come up 
from the awful USA to wreak havoc upon com- 
placent, polite British Columbia. 

It all started several weeks ago with a claim 
by Fletcher Challenge that some of their equip- 
ment was sabotaged to the tune of $45,000. They 
have never produced any physical evidence of 
this and most people believe the wounds, if any, 
were self-inflicted. 

Several days later a supposed "tree-spiking" 
incident was reported as a MacMillian Bloedel 
worker's chainsaw hit a spike. Apparently the 
"spike" had been used weeks or months earlier by 
a climber looking for Marbled Murruet nests and 
it was inadvertantly left in the tree. In fact, the 
spike was sticking out a full inch, and any respon- 
sible forest protector knows not to leave them 
noticeable or knows that the whole cutblock 
needs to be inoculated! The next day the head- 
lines blared, "Tree-sitter urges protesters to con- 
sider aggressive tactics," referring to my article in 
the last journal. Somehow my suggesting of 
"more creative tactics" became "more aggres- 
sive." I must say, though, that the Sun article did 
reprint some of the best lines of my story! 

In the midst of all this hoopla and hype, 
every "respectable" environmentalist spokesper- 
son made all attempts to divorce themselves 
from EF! or claim that EF! was not tainting the 
protests in the valley. Even Paul Watson fired off 
a letter to the Sun, arrogantly stating, ":..thus I 
can state with conviction that there is no orga- 
nized effort by EF! in the Walbran."Watson says, 
"Earth Firstls position is to promote tree-spiking 


reservation, we came to a consensus. 

The man from Haddon, the man from town, 
and "Ralph Lauren" wrote the press release, an- 
nouncing the temporary end of the blockades. 
Moss-in -her-hair, Little Bear and I went to confer 
with the core group of activists . They were easy 
to find. They were in court. The bottom line was 
that the possibility of saving the forest may be at 
hand. Possibly not, in which case within a short 
time actions will resume. 

By the end of this month, British Columbia 
may have a new premier and logging in the 
Walbran may cease. If not, reinforcements will 
beneeded to protect this sacred forest. 


and damage the industry economically through 
covert guerrilla action in the forests, so it's not an 
organization that's going to be blockading 
roads." It should be pointed out to Mr. Watson 
that Earth First! is not an organization and the 
tactics used by EF! should not be defined so 
narrowly. 

In a press release, which was ignored we 
state, "In the Walbran Valley Earth First! is work- 
ing alongside many other individuals.Contrary 
to media and logging industry lies, we are not co- 
ordinating nor influencing the direction of the 
protest, nor do we plan to. The activists in the 
Walbran valley decide by consensus what actions 
they will undertake without the authority of any 
organization... EF! involves itself in a variety of 
tactics including street theatre, civil disobedi- 
ence, public workshops, and even courtroom 
battles... We draw our strength from Gaia and we 
will continue to resist, reclaim and recover. Earth 
First!" 


Loose Ends 

by Allison Slater 

— More shit has been going down on 
Vancouver Island... literally. A tree-sitter pro- 
testing the cutting of old growth in Walbran 
Valley covered his naked body with his own 
excrement. This proved to be a successful way 
of avoiding arrest. The police left him in his 
platform. He later came down off the platform 
and escaped through the forest. 

— The Supreme Court of British Columbia 
recently decided against the Sierra Club of 
Western Canada and Western Canada Wilder- 
ness Committee, who had appealed the timber 
sale on the grounds that the permits were 
issued under an expired management plan. 
Poof— -just like that — they made an illegal 
logging operation legal. 

— A very cheery article in the Times-Colinist 
described an accord signed by union loggers 
and five environmental groups which pro- 
tected "some old- growth forest and . . .environ- 
mentally sound logging." The South Island 
Forest Accord is supposedly "a historic union 
marking the beginning of the end of conflict 
between conservationists and loggers." But 
news from the front showed little change in the 
conflicts between the people in the trees and 
the people with the chainsaws. 

— A MacMillan Bloedel worker ran over an 
activist's bicycle on a road in Clayoquot Sound. 
The activist was videotapping the carnage in 
Bulson Creek after a blockade there was busted 
and the trees cut. Ron Aspinall, the activist 
with the squashed cycle, said the logger put the 
truck in reverse and was going to back over the 
bike again, until he saw that Aspinall turned 
the camera on him. The logger, Martin Noel, 
said he wasn't going to run over the bike again, 
he was just, "checking to make sure there was 
nothing attached to the bike, like a baby." Nice 
of him to check after flattening it. Naturally the 
logger was not charged with property damage. 
The law protects only bulldozers and feller- 
bunchers, not human-powered machines 


f 
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Four of AZ 5 Get Maximum Jail Time o 


by Karen Pickett 

I suppose it was a safe assump- 
tion after Mark Davis was sentenced 
on Sept. 6 to the maximum term of 
six years that Judge Broomfield 
would follow suit with the other 
defendants when they were sen- 
tenced on Sept. 19. But it still came 
as a shock to hear prison sentences 
handed down for the remaining 
three. That shocked feeling came, I 
think, from knowing what kind of 
people Peg Millett, Marc Baker and 
Ilse Asplund are and how little they 
deserve to be wasting away in jail. 
The judge just didn't get who these 
people are and what they're trying 
to do with their lives. He also 
doesn't understand the difference 
between non-violent 

monkeywrenching and the terror- 
ism that is carried out by the likes of 
Louisiana Pacific, by Kennecott 
Copper Co., by International Paper 
Co., by the U.S. Government, 
unhindered by the legal system. 
But then, Broomfield is a Reagan 
appointee living in Phoenix, Ari- 
zona and we didn't have really high 
hopes for his awareness anyway. 

The defendants did finally get 
their day to speak up for themselves 
in court when they were sentenced 
(with the exception of Foreman 
who did not appear in court). They 
have all been sitting silently during 
the two months of court proceed- 
ings listening to trashing of their 
characters and their activities, 
while their attorneys held forth, 
while the prosecutors held forth, 
and the parade of witnesses laid 
their versions of reality before the 


jury. Each defendant in turn told 
the judge they were willing to ac- 
cept full responsibility for their ille- 
gal actions and given that as a basis, 
they also had much to say regarding 
the roots of their activism and their 
perspective on this case. The judge 
li stened. Then he sentenced. 


tr* 


Peg Millett was sentenced to! 
three years in jail and shares with 
Mark Davis the nearly $20,000 in 
restitution imposed when he was 
sentenced on Sept. 6 (See Mabon 
l^eptJJS Earth First [E , /Marcllalcef 
j ( recSveCTcryearand a day sentence- 
he will serve 6 mo nths with 
months suspended. (One month of 
tEe~" suspended sentence will be 
spent in electronically monitored 
house detention. He was also fined 
$5,000, must do 100 hours of com- 
munity service and will be on pro- 
bation for 5 years. Ilse Asplund 
received the same year and one day 
jail sentence, with all but 30 days 
suspended. After she serves the 30 
days she too will be under house 
arrest for another month. She was 
fined $2,000, must perform 100 
hours of community service and 
( received 5 years probation. 

Marc and Ilse reported to the big 
fences and small rooms to begin 
their sentences on Oct. 3. Mark 
Davis began serving his sentence on 
Sept. 23. The judge additio nally 
i mposed a restriction on associa - 
tion on the defendants, wh ich ap- 
pgaFTtO-b e afta rt i cu lafl y jgpfessiy e 
and fairly arbitrary punishment. By 
Dis order, foTTBr cir t ime of pr oBit- 
tion, the defendants cannot associ-( 


r ate with each other. Nor are they 
allowed to participate in or associ- 
ate with a group that advocates 
monkeywrenching or espouses ille- 
gal ideas. The are also required to 
undergo counselling and submit to 
urine tests. The prosecutors, raging 
propagandists to the end, said at the 
sentencing that while they "had 
nothing against Earth First!" (go 
ahead, take time for an old fash- 
ioned guffaw), their purpose was to 
"stop a radical deviant psycho-envi- 
ronmental movement". 

Where to Write to the Arizona 4 in 
Jail: — 


As of this writing, two of the. 


four are in county jail in Phoenix 
waiting for transfer to federal facili- 
ties. Since they will be transferred 
without notice and generally jails 
do not forward mail, letters are 
being picked up at a box in Prescott 
and forwarded to them. Their 
longer term addresses will be in the 
next Earth First! Write to all Ilse 
Asplund and Marc Baker c/o: 1385 
Iron Springs Rd. Box #104 Prescott, 
AZ 86301; to Peg Millet, 23118- i 
008, 37900 N 45th Ave, Dept 1 785, ] 
Phoenix AZ 85027; to Mark Davis, | 
23106-008, Federal Correctional; 
Institute, RR#2 Box 9000, Safford/ 
AZ85546. ! 


Jail Poems II 

Where have all the babies gone? 

Their pictures hanging from mattress springs 
Ringed with yam and beaded plastic crucifixes. 

I wonder do the babies wonder where their mothers are hiding, 
With breasts dry tucked into blue uniforms. 

I am asked several times every day do you have children? 

I say yes — three dogs — I name each one. 

People look at me strangely or tell sentimental stories 
about their Lassies and Rovers long gone for babies 
Who are their dangling, darling photographs now. 

Guilt is not spoken about out loud here 
It would not be polite. 

I have my request form in for my talisman 
A bag of fur smelling of wild wheat fields 
And back itching rolls in spore and scat. 

I can see each of their smiles 

Remembering the secrets they think they hide from the other ones. 
— Abbey Mellon 


Peg Millet, Mark Davis, Use Asplund, Marc Baker and family. 
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In Their Own Words: 

What the "Conspirators" Had to Say 


by Karen Pickett 

Peg Millett's statement in the courtroom 
was an a capella version of Walkin' Jim Stolz' 
song, "Forever Wild." The sterile and stuffy 
courtroom was filled with the echoing strains of 
the melody celebrating the wild world and rein- 
forcing the spirit to keep it wild. Peg said, "It says 
it all. It's why I'm here." (Note: This beautiful 
rendition of "Forever Wild" is on Peg's tape, 
available through Earth First!) 

Shortly before the sentencing, Peg reflected 
that she'd learned a lot by going through this 
process and has also come to see the menace she 
and her friends were confronting in a clearer 
light. "This was so much more insidious than I 
ever imagined... I didn't realize what stakes we 
were dealing with. I really didn't think what we 
were doing was anything more than being pid- 
dling nuisances to the corporate beast that we 
were picking at. It cost them a little money, sure, 
but it certainly wasn't threatening to them. Ex- 
cept the fact that it was our motivation that was 
threatening to them. I now understand that our 
motivation was more scary to them than the 
actions we did." She also said she has learned to 
have more faith in herself: "I've learned how to 
trust MYSELF more.. .If I'd trusted my intuition 
more, and not trusted Mike Fain as my intuition 
was telling me not to, this all could've been quite 
different." 

Dse Asplund described to the judge the 
morning the FBI first came to her house, where 
she was caring for her two young kids and Mark 
Davis' two daughters. She drew a picture of the 
FBI's terrorism in the childrens' lives. 

She said the FBI "struck terror into the heart 
of those kids, "to the point that her kids are still 
"scared to death of the FBI. They cry when they 
hear sirens for fear it's the FBI coming to take 
their mother away, and th ey still ask why their 
-fr iend Ron io med-fcheFBTr^tKer sentencing, Ilse ! 
f told the judge that her life is dedicated to raising 
: her children, serving her community (she's a 
1 community health educator working with AIDS 
patients) and working for the healing of the 
earth. "The earth is our home.. .it's a sacred | 
place^he-teldJ koomfield. 

In an interview during 

said of the basis for her actions, "The southwest 
is my home, and I need to respond to my 
bioregion. What happens here is of vital concern 
to me. It's what happens to the air, the water, the 
creatures and to the spirit of the land that is the 
totality of the place, and I feel accountable. 
There's no freebies: you don't just get to live here 
and say how great it is to live in northern Arizona. 
Meanwhile the water becomes increasingly 
undrinkable and limited. So I feel I'm account- 
able for the life of my bioregion and to future 
generations. What this trial was, was a chance to 
stop this idiotic slide and say look, we're losing 
our birthrights, we're losing our constitutional 
rights, our ecological rights, our spiritual rights — 
we're sliding into oblivion for the sake of private 
corporate profit and private property. Speaking 
of the trial and her arrest, Ilse said, "They waited 
to arrest me because they were trying to use me." 
Ilse was arrested in Dec. of 1989, six months after 
the others were arrested "For two years the FBI 
was threatening me with one hand and baiting 
me with the other. It's a typical pattern and they 
dealt with their witnesses the same way. It's been 
real hard to keep from feeling like a victim. 
Picture it: you're a single mom with two little kids 
and your house is bugged, your bedroom is 
bugged, your friends are wearing bugs, your 
whole life is screwed. It feels like a big rape trial, 
and you have to go (into the courtroom) and look 
at the people who did it. I felt contaminated, I felt 
wrong for participating in their trial, in their 
witch hunt and I had to remind myself this is like 
a rape case. I didn't agree to the house bugs, I 
didn't agree to the betrayals; I'm not the one 
who's corrupt. But it's difficult to be in court all 
this time and not feel the taint of the corruption." 


Marc Baker, a botanist who led a quiet, 
loner-type lifestyle until this sensational trial 
catapulted him to notoriety and into an unwel- 
come limelight glow had much to say about the 
way this case has been carried out. Having seen 
the destruction in the highlands of Ecuador and 
the deserts of Arizona in the course of his botani- 
cal studies, he said he is all too keenly aware of 
environmental decimation. While he's willing 
to take responsibility for his actions, he told the 
judge public apathy is the much greater crime. 
He also said he felt the "biggest tragedy" of this 
trial was that environmental issues weren't given 
more of a forum. This is mostly due to the denial 
of the necessity defense, attempted, but denied to 
Mark Davis' attorney. 

While he said, "There are actions of mine 
that I would not repeat, and some plans I carried 
out carelessly, everything I did was with good 
intentions," he feels the government acted in a 
predatory manner. "They lied, exaggerated, 
broke the law and right from the beginning 
generally behaved in an unethical fashion. As I 
look back, I feel I was a rookie on the environ- 
mental front. The past will help me plan the 
future but it will not impede my future actions. If 
anything, the arrests, the trial, the penalties and 
the contemplation have given me an emotional 
boost." Feeling "there will be more covert activ- 
ity" and that activity "will involve real acts of 
terror that are so common among right-wing 
fascists," Marc speculates that, "The targets of 
this type of oppression will be the mainstream 
environmentalists — the lawyers, the organizers 
or the investigator who has discovered too 
much." How to deal with that? "We must learn 
the truth and spread the truth. Although the 
obvious intention of the FBI and the US Attorney 
was to intimidate avid environmentalists, both 
of these politically driven agencies underesti- 
mated the dedication of people who care about 
more than just themselves. Environmentalists 
obviously must be more careful about their ac- 
tions and with whom they associate but the 
initiative for environmental action is greater 
than ever." 

Although Dave Foreman made no com- 
ments at the time of sentencing, earlier in the 
trial he had speculated on some of the reasons he 
saw for the FBI's tactics. "Maybe they saw the 
catalytic role of Earth First! in the overall environ- 
mental movement... that it was causing environ- 
mentalists to ask deeper questions and to take 
more challenging positions and they wanted to 
slap everyone down. For whatever reason, valid 
or not, i became a symbol for the FBI, the Dept, 
of Justice, for Edwin Meese. I don't know if I 
deserved to become that symbol, either posi- 
tively oi negatively. I don't think they're intellec- 
tually able to see people operating on their own, 
making their own decisions. They needed to 
apply their own visions of a hierarchical world 
when carrying out their campaigns. What we 
heard on the FBI tapes about sending a message 
was essentially it: they're trying to say you'd 
better behave or this can happen to you. The 
bombing in California, the Grand Jury and raids 
in Montana — there's going to be more of that and 
we need to be prepared for that." 

Mark Davis' comments appear on front page. 



Just a 
reminder... 

As we all know, the disinformation, 
harassment and propaganda continue. 
There is much to be learned from this 
trial to help us to continue to be effective 
advocates for biodiversity. There is also 
much to be learned from the past harass- 
ment and disruption campaigns carried 
out against progressive movements by 
the FBI. A good place to start is Brian 
Glick's book, War At Home t Printed here 
is an exerpt, "A Checklist of Essential 
Precautions" (for surveilled and under 
attack groups). The book is available at 
your local bookstore or through Earth 
First!, P.O.Box 83, Canyon, CA 945 16 for 
$6 postpaid. 

If Your Group is Infiltrated: A Checklist 
of Essential Precautions 

1. Check out the authenticity of any 
disturbing letter, rumor, phone call, or 
other communication before acting on 
it. Ask the supposed source if s/he is 
responsible. 

2. Keep records of incidents which ap- 
pear to reflect COINTELPRO-type activ- 
ity. Evaluate your response and report 
your experiences to the Movement Sup- 
port Network and other groups that 
document repression and resistance 
around the country. 

3. Deal openly and honestly with the 
differences within our movements (race, 
gender, class, religion, national origin, 
sexual orientation, personality, experi- 
ence, physical and intellectual capaci- 
ties, etc.) before the FBI and police can 
exploit them. 

4. Don’t try to expose a suspected agent 
or informer without solid proof. Purges 
based on mere suspicion only help the 
FBI and police create distrust and para- 
noia. It generally works better to criticise 
what a disruptive person says and does, 
without speculating as to why. 

5. Support all movement activists who 
come under government attack. Don't 
be put off by political slander, such as 

recent attempts to smear some militant 
opponents of government policy "terror- 
ists". Organize public opposition to all 
FBI witchhunts, grand jury subpoenas, 
political trials, and other forms of gov- 
ernment and right-wing harassment. 

6. Cultivate relationships with sympa- 
thetic journalists who seem willing to 
Investigate and publicize domestic co- 
vert operations. Let them know when 
you are harassed. Since the FBI and 
police thrive on secrecy, public exposure 
can undermine their ability to subvert 
our work. 

7. Don't try to tough it out alone. Don't 
let others fret and suffer by themselves. 
Make sure that activists who are under 
extreme stress get the help they need 
(someone to talk with, rest, therapy, 
etc.). It is crucial that we build support 
networks and take care of one another. 

8. Above all, do not let our movements 
be diverted from their main goals. Our 
most powerful weapon against political 
repression is effective organizing around 
the needs and issues which directly affect 
people's lives. 

— from War at Home:Covert Action 
Against US. Activists and What We can Do 
About It A by Brian Glick Available from 
your local bookstores or $6 postpaid 
from Earth First!, P.O. Box 83, Canyon, 
CA 94516 
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A Hunting We Will Go 
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Jy Robert Marten A ' 


By Robert Marten a 

I always will remember 
‘Twas a year ago November 
I went out to hunt some deer 
On a morning bright and clear. 

I went and shot the maximum 
the game laws would allow: 

Two Game Wardens, 
seven hunters 
and a cow. 

Hunting is an American Tradi- 
tion, it is our Heritage ... so the 
National Rifle Association says. So is 
talking dirty, defaming women, 
gays, other races, watching Monday 
Night Football, drinking and driv- 
ing, philosophizing on a full stom- 
ach, and rape. Rejoice, for we are 
Americans! So let's get in on the 
action, shall we? 

I have a conditional schizo- 
phrenic streak ... I have listened in 
silence to the wisdom of the locker 
room, the arguments over rifle cali- 
ber, the football pools, drunken 
sages, and the experts on women. I 
was humbled by my ignorance. But 
aside from all the tall tales about the 
sexuality of women, there is a pe- 
riod in every macho man's life 
when the* Hunting Story is un- 
doubtedly number one. I have been 
paying attention to all this garbage 
for years in the grim hope of formu- 
lating countermeasures to all their 
stupidity . '. . but for now we'll just 
deal with hunting. 

Hunting is a human tradition. 
The weapons used for hunting have 
more or less paralleled the weapons 
used for killing our fellow men, 
women and children. Which came 
first seems a moot point. Today we 


with blue-collar slobs, with doctors 
and lawyers, and I can assure you 
they are all created equal. If you 
have never touched a gun in your 
entire life you probably know more 
about firearm safety than the aver- 
age hunter. We are talking about 
ignorant, untrained, 
mean-spirited, in- 
competent, drunken 
cavaliers whose main 
problem is their > 

short-arm calibers are / 

too small. / 

Man is not the / 

only hun ter on Earth . [ 

A long list of carni- 
vores practice preda- \ 

tion every day for \ 

food and survival. It \ 

would be difficult to \ 

deny some cultures 
their dietary norms, 
but it is a simple task 
to deny some slobs in 
a $15,000 Jeep the 
pleasure of acquiring 
a trophy. The solu- 
tion is really quite el- 
ementary: you too 
must become a 
hunter! 

He's gone over the 
edge, right? 

Dead serious! Besides, more and 
more environmentalists are joining 
their ranks for some odd reason. 

The accoutrements of a hunter are 
really quite basic: a 69 cent orange 
plastic vest that can be folded up 
and stored in a pocket; a license 
from Fish and Game (maybe 25% of 
the money will be used intelli- 









have many hunters who want to get 
back to basics. They are tired of 
assassinating a deer from two hun- 
dred yards and have formed the 4H 
Club . . . the Happy Holistic Hemor- 
rhage Hunters: you know . . . 
bowhunters. Others have reverted 
to the black-powder rifles of the 
19th and 18th centuries. Then there 
are the stalwart spirits who hunt 
with a spear and tomahawk. But by 
far the most "sportsmanlike" exhi- 
bition of hunting was the odd fel- 
low who clung to a tree branch over 
a game trail until a buck passed 
beneath him. He jumped onto the 
buck's back, grabbed the antlers and 
broke its neck, then cut his throat. 
Now there's a real man! 

It is with a great measure of pain 
and repentance that I must confess 
to being a hunter once myself. I 
have hunted with country folk, 


gently); a gauze body-bag; a hunt- 
ing knife; and lest we forget, a gun . 

. . your right as an American. 

Legally one may hunt all year 
'round, because there are numerous 
unprotected "game" species. Out 
West you can shoot a coyote, skunk, 
raccoon, fox, bobcat, badger, wood- 
chuck, crow, gopher, ground or tree 
squirrel anytime of the year you 
want. (God only knows how many 
species I left out!) Only during the 
autumn big-game season are you 
required to bear a license and (in 
most states) wear an orange vest to 
prevent "hunting accidents" . . . 
a.k.a. natural attrition. 

Of late it has become far more 
common to find women hunting in 
larger numbers. Male hunters treat 
women as equals only during sea- 
son, because as someone once 
said, “An armed society is a polite 


society". Both you women and 
men should give this "sport" careful 
consideration, because it can ut- 
terly ruin these bastards' hunting 
"fun". With a little effort, you can 
properly prepare for hunting with 
your safety and their safety in mind. 








A dirty old truck or van with a 
defective exhaust system is the per- 
fect "road hunting" vehicle. Drink 
a little beer and don't bathe, sham- 
poo or use deodorant, that way 
you'll fit right in. The etiquette of 
hunting comradery dictates that 
you must stop and say hello to pass- 
ing hunters and shoot the bull for a 
few moments. If you see a hunter 
approach, hit yourself upside the 
head with a two by four behind the 
occipital lobe which will render 
you aphasic for sufficient time to 
converse at his level. Ask if he's 
seen anything (stupid question 
#1), where he's been (#2) and 
where he thinks the game is (#3). 
No hunter in his right mind would 
ever answer these questions, yet 
every hunter persists in asking 
them. The dumber you seem, the 
more intelligent and superior he 
imagines himself.. .the axiom of 
male ego and comedy of the ages, 
ij In any event, whatever game you J 
Usee, shoot near it but not at lL..thisj j 
^aversive conditioning will helpt 
keep that animal alive. Regular 
hunters do it all the time but don't 

knOW ‘ (Jt&Z- 

I was in no mood to trifle b 

I took down my trusty rifle ^ yy/Cf- 
I went out to stalk my prey, 
what a haul I made that day! 

I tied them to my fender £ \ 

.and I drove them home some how, ) 
j~r wo Uame waraens, // 1 

I seven hunters 

I and a cow. J 

It is sad but true that an uncer- 
tain percentage of the population, 
when presented with a gun, natu- 
rally becomes megalomaniacal. 
Some people are innately com- 
pelled to shoot every living thing in 
sight. Others even go a step farther. 
In 1938 a long and mysterious ho- 
micide spree in Georgia suddenly 
ended when a kind and gentle gar- 
dener died of old age. It turned out 
that for forty-odd years he had been 


.oM 

f* - V 

U . pr 

a properly licensed hunter. The 
problem was that he deeply de- 
spised hunters all along and was 
responsible for over fifty "hunting 
accidents". Powder bums on his 
victims led the police to believe 
they were shot at close range and 
questioned 
whether 
”““””"1 these inci- 
dents were 
really acci- 
dental. One 
\7V could postu- 

ml late that the 

gentleman 
would en- 
counter an- 

fSfmm hunter, en- 

gage in 
some banter 

" / SSri I and then ex- 

ecute the 
djf jffir unfort unate 

jSL boob^on'fi 

J , /w<p75F/ 

w y 'll/ lo w his ex-j 

\fjJ\ ample~oncel 
J ‘ vly** ^ j y ou ha vel a 
1 f)ieatin__in 1 
~ — ■■ your hands, 1 

^ Jot I hope | 

. you get nailed! Also rem ember, 
your fellow environmentalisfSrmav 
s be outther e. 7 — * 

The law was very firm it 

took away my permit, 

the worst punishment I ever endured. 

It turned out there was a reason, 

cows were out of season 

and one of the hunters wasn't insured. 

There are only a few firearms 
that are acceptable for year-round 
hunting: Winchester 94 and Marlin 
336 in .30-30 caliber. This is the 
most ubiquitous caliber in America 
and is by far the forensic 
ballistician's greatest nightmare. 
They are light, easy to carry, safer 
than most other rifles, can be 
loaded with a cartridge already in 
the chamber and produce little re- 
coil for those folks who are on the 
small side. The .30-30 caliber is 
recognized as the jack-of-all-trades 
among rifles. It is suitable for rab- 
bits all the way up to elk according 
to numerous hunting experts. 
Teddy Roosevelt even killed his fa- 
mous grizzly with one. No one will 
ever question what you are up to if 
you carry one of these, regardless of 
the time of year you are afield. For 
you Canadians, the common de- 
nominator is the .303 British, a sur- 
plus weapon of the British Empire 
imported by the hundreds of thou- 
sands. For you large-framed goril- 
las, use the .30-'06, another forensic 
nightmare, but unacceptable for 
off-season hunting. A fair year- 
round alternative for large indi- 
viduals is the 12 gauge pump shot- 
gun using buckshot or the dreaded 
rifled-slug. But there are numerous 
reasons the .30-30 should be the 
prime choice for just about all of 
you: low cost (used from $90-$ 135); 
the cheapest ammunition; lightest 
weight; low recoil. ..improved accu- 
racy; several bullet weights to 
choose from; and finally a cartridge 
called "The Accelerator" which fires 
a .223" bullet through the .308" 
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bore encased in a plastic sabot 
(which shatters after it exits the bar- 
rel) and leaves no rifling marks on 
the projectile.. .the ultimate foren- 
sic nightmare! 

After you acquire your rifle and 
cleaning kit, purchase a box apiece 
of factory loaded 125 grain soft 
point, 150 grain soft point, 170 
grain soft point, and "Accelerator" 
cartridges. Always carry a box of 
each, since you may explain to 
those who inquire that you are after 
a stock-killing coyote, doing some 
predator calling, chasing a bear, an 
elk, or deer. No one will question 
that you know your stuff. 

.30-30 SPECIFICATIONS 


BULLET 

PREY 

Accelerator 
5-50 lbs. 

Soft Point 
35-200 lbs 
Soft Point 
150-400 lbs 
Soft Point 
300-1000 lbs 


WEIGHT 
RANGE 
55 gr. 
250 yds. 
125 gr. 
150 yds. 
150 gr. 
125 yds. 
170 gr. 
100 yds. 


1 !' 


if 


To become a hunter you need 
not kill anything if you don't want 
to, ever! Just be a slob and be certain 
to miss everything at which you 
take aim. And most importantly, 
all-season hunting should only take 
place on public lands! Go to a sport- 
ing goods store and purchase a 
predator-caller for about $8. Hang 
it around your neck over your cam- 
ouflaging, and voila, you are a bona 
fide varmint hunter, loved arid re- 
spected by every fine, upstanding 
welfare-rancher. 

. If you are determined to kill an 
undesira ble four-legged species, 
hide in the bushes near the 
varmints of your choice ajid amit 
the ideal op portunity . To avoid 
n eedless pain and sufferin.g-.lo any 
afiHSal I urgevou to fire at the 
v armint's brain, between the eye 
an d ear. A side shot is recom - 
’men ded. In this event the bullet 
will pass through the skull and 
travel another mile or so. Usually 
you should always have a backstop 
for every shot you make, but doing 
so will leave the bullet nearby for 
experts to examine. With what is 
termed "hydrostatic shock", the 
brain will be utterly shattered by the 
extreme velocity of the bullet and 
-cause death instantly. NEVER goup 
to check on the varmint, just qui- 
etly and slowly leave the scene 
when you 're done. JbC-Coyotes, 

1 / cougars and bears will love vo n for it 
1 and be fruitful and multiply. 

, There are also'other vermin you ; 
may wish to hunt: the two, three \ 
and four-wheeled type. ATV mo- ! 
tors are usually c onstructed of lig ht- j ‘ 
weight alloys. A bullet in the engin e 
! will be terminal, no doubt about it. | 
Regardless of what you may have ; 
heard, car and truck engines are 
virtually impervious to any caliber. 
However, radiators and tires are 
easy prey on a Bigfoot or some other 
Muscle-Wagon. Monster tires 
should be assassinated from the side 
so the bullet will travel through 
both sidewalls. The hole going in 
will be .308" and the hole coming 
out will be about 2.0", rendering 
the monster irreparable. And don't 


do just one, get all four if you can! 
And if you see a yellow industrial 
contraption, fire at the cylinder 
head to induce mortality. Dipping 
at windmills is very rewarding. 

For your safety and continued 
well-being you must know a few 
facts about ballistic forensics. Take 
a cartridge and have a good look at 
it. In the center of the bottom rim 
is a small chrome primer about 3/ 
16" in diameter. 

When you fire 
the gun the 
hammer forces a 
firing pin for- 
ward into the 
primer, detonat- 
ing it. The spark 
from the primer 
will ignite the 
gunpowder in 
the brass car- 
tridge. The im- 
mense pressure 
drives the bullet 
(that heavy lead 
and copper-col- 
ored projectiles 
at the pointed 
end of the car- 
tridge) down the barrel and out of 
the gun at great velocity. Now you 
are left with an empty case to eject. 


Your assignment then is to pro- 
ceed intelligently. Begin by reading 
books on hunting at your library, 
particularly firearm safety. There 
are also several monthly magazines 
you may wish to read...FieW and 
Stream and Hunting among them. 
Learn the tricks of successful hunt- 
ing so you'll be able to hold a bit of 
conversation with "one of the 
boys". Visit local gun shops and ask 


to look at their assortment and see 
how they feel to you. There are 
numerous styles and stock designs 


edgeable friend to help you ge 
started. Begin your training eithe 
with a pellet gun or a .22 rifle, it wil 
be much cheaper on ammunition 
When you feel accomplished, havi 
your friend fire a few round 
through your .30-30 to set thi 
sights. Then you finish off the bo: 
to familiarize yourself with the gun 
This may seem oversimplified, bu 
the average hunter gets by with a lo 
less preparatioi 

th an this. 

There is an 
other more pas 
sive way to sav 
rarer game ii 
your state b; 
competing witl 
hunters for spe 
cial li cense s 
Many species ar 
licensed by lot 
tery. In Mon 
tana, for ex 
ample, this is th 
case with prong 
horn, moose 
cougar, moun 
tain goats an< 
Dali sheep. Bu 
the basic Conservation License an< 
apply for a pronghorn permit fc 
$8. If your name is drawn, sit bac 



Its primer will have an exact im- 
print of your rifle's firing pin. The 
brass case will have expanded 
slightly and conformed perfectly to 
its firing chamber. The base of the 
case (with the headstamp on it) has 
then taken on the dimensions of 
the bolt face. Burnt powder residue 
will be present in the case, the rifle 
bore, and on the ground in front of 
you. The bullet has acquired the 
rifling pattern of your gun's bore, 
but usually the bullet distorts so 
dramatically on impact that little 
usable evidence remains. Forensics 
will require a number of correlating 
clues merely to prove you or anyone 
else fired the gun at all. They re- 
quire a good bullet retrieved, the 
case, the primer-pin print and the 
firearm itself for comparison, the 
weak link in the chain is bullet re- 
trieval. A slower moving handgun 
bullet tends not to pass through its 
prey, making retrieval simple. But a 
high-powered projectile, when 
fired from the side, will always pass 
through, making retrieval virtually 
impossible. "Naturally then, you 
should never leave an ejected case 
behind. ’Manually place the used 
shell into the plastic bag that you 
should always carry with you to 
collect litter. When you eject the 
spent cartridge you will acquire a 
small deposit of nitrates on your 
hand or glove. This can be proof 
you fired the gun, but proves little 
else. You may consider carrying 
along vise-grips to crush the fired 
cases completely, making certain to 
distort the primers. Do this in a safe 
location as soon as possible after 
your foray. When you return h ome, 
wash your hands, with Coleman 
Fuel or Naptha. This will eliminate 
all traces of nitrates. There is little 
need to clean the rifle but once 
every fifty rounds or twice annu- 
ally. When you do, only use WD- 
40, another ballistician's night- 
mare. And remember, nitrates are 
common on hunting enthusiasts, 
so don't sweat it too much. 


available. If you're a sentient being, 
this will be the hard part. The stores 
will no doubt be decorated by dead 
animal heads and will awaken you 
to the reality of death for sport and 
vanity. I am the son of a WWII 
veteran who never wanted to see 
another gun in his life, real or toy. 
When I acquired my first rifle I felt 
my conscience burn, and it seemed 
as if all eyes were trained on me. 
Now I know I appeared perfectly 
normal in that company of slobs 
merely by holding a gun in my 
hands. When you shop, never pre- 
tend to know too much. Remem- 
ber, your apparent ignorance is the 
salesman's deluded glory. Let him 
get you set up, but insist upon .30- 
30, unless you are willing to take 
some risk. You may find the rifle 
you want through classified ads and 
get a better deal. Used guns are 
generally reliable if the bore appears 
smooth, shiny and clean. Once you 
have made your acquisition, stop 
by Fish and Game and get all the 
licensing information and rules and 
regulations for every conceivable 1 ) 
animal your state will allow you to 1 
murder. Analyze it and plan vour\| 
year-round "hunting" schedule. . 

If you are not acquainted withJ 
guns and shooting, find a knowl- 


and know you have just bought th 
life of an antelope for a mere $8 
Sierra Club membership seems ex 
orbitant next to this scam! And i 
you buy a deer permit ($10) or el 
tag ($12) you are eligible for a loi 
tery drawing to receive a cow or do 
permit for only $2 each. Again, i 
your name isn't drawn , you get you 
money back, but if it is, you can g 
through hunting season knowin 
you've saved a breeding cow elk c 
doe for a paltry $12 to $14. Hov* 
ever, you must apply for these pei 
mits well in advance. Typical deac 
lines are in June and August. Thei 
are only limited numbers of thes 
permits issued, so you may rest a: 
sured that if your name is drawr 
one less life will be lost. It's the be: 
lottery in America! 


And there's ten stuffed headf 
on my trophy room right now. . . 
Two Game Wardens, 
seven hunters 

and a pure-bred Guemse}’ Cow! 
from The Hunting Song 
circa 1953, bv Tom Lehrer 


P.S and for heaven's sake, don 

\ shoot any Game Wardens or hun 
ers! 






l/i'V+'ifar 



Page 27 Earth Firstl Samlurin 1991 





REGIONAL ROUN 

Mexico EF! SF BayArea EF! 

A Bureaucrat in Briefs J 




A Bureaucrat in Briefs 

Several thousand Mexican sub- 
sistence farmers, angered by the 
goverment's refusal to curtail illegal 
timbering operations on their land 
marched on the Agricultural Secre- 
tariat in Mexico City. After snarling 
traffic for four days, the campesinos 
assaulted Jesus Cardena Rodriguez, 
the secretariat's director of forest 
policy, as he left the building, 
stripped him to his underwear and 


Send us your current address! 
We keep getting dozens of returned 
mailings, which means many of 
you aren't receiving your local EF! 
Action Updates or alerts, and we're 
paying postage for naught. If you 
didn't receive a postcard in August 
about the 'Day of Outrage' against 
Maxxam, then you're not on our 
list. Send a postcard with your cur- 
rent address and former address (if 


Shawnee EF! 


By Debra Fragala 
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James Bay 

NY Extends Deadline 


by Scott Thiele 


paraded him through the street for you have moved in the past two 
three hours. The public display years) to P.O. Box 83, Canyon, CA 
won the peasants a pledge of 94516. Or call and leave the info on 
goverment action. the Bay Area hotline: (415)949- 

— source: Wind Chill Factor citing 0575. 

Time Magazine 


Olympic Peninsula EF! 


By The Dancing Nudibranchs 

Here at last is the environ- 
mental update from the Olympic 
Peninsula, where local Earth First! 
activities have a decidedly under- 
ground, low-profile (after dark?) 
presence. 

An Olympic Environmental 
Coalition (OEC) was FINALLY 
formed last year to coordinate and 
strengthen the enviro community 
on the Peninsula. A comprehensive 
forest practices/ownership map- 
ping project for the entire peninsula 
is under way by the Ancient Forest 
Task Force. The peninsula is cur- 
rently undergoing a real estate 
"boom." (Don't things usually fall 
apart after they go "boom"?) 

The Quilcene Ancient Forest 
Coalition (QUAFCO) has just com- 
pleted a very successful forest prac- 
tices class that covered what has 
gone wrong with so-called forest 
management practices, and pre- 
sented some workable solutions. 
Some USFS staff even attended a few 
classes. 

QUAFCO is also attempting to 
shed the light on the absurdity of a 
USFS plan to put an ORV/ATV (read: 
yahoo rip-up-the-earth, gas-guz- 
zling, noise-making, dust-bowl 
racetrack) trail in our ranger district, 
within a spotted owl HCA. There are 
already four of these abominations 
in the Olympic National Forest, and 
over 2600 miles of logging roads, a 
very few of which have been closed, 
but none of which have been 
regraded back to the original slope 
and replanted, even though the 
funds exist for this and there are ex- 
timber workers available to do this 
work. 

One of the many threats to the 
health of our home here is a pro- 
posed oil pipeline from Low Point, 
west of Port Angeles to Anacortes. 
This double pipeline (Alaskan crude 
eastbound, Canadian fuel oil 
westbound) would cross two major 
straits and wind like an ugly scar 
through 120 miles of irreplacable 
forest and coastal lands, along a 60 
foot minimum width "right-of- 
way." This proposal suddenly went 
from near the end of the line for 
review by EFSEC, the agency re- 
sponsible for rubber stamping. ..I 
mean, reviewing big energy project, 
to the front of the line with a promise 
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for speedy processing of the applica- 
tion. 

Virtually all local government 
agencies and enviro groups are op- 
posed vehemently to this project. It 
doesn't even have the support of 
one single refinery, since it would 
drive up the cost of crude oil tre- 
mendously (the only good part to 
this mess). Trans Mountain says 
that it would eliminate tanker traf- 
fic to Puget Sound, but that is a 
provable lie, since most tanker 
traffic, and barge traffic, which is 
even worse, goes down to Toxicoma 
(Tacoma), where oil spills occur 
frequently. What the pipeline will 
bring is supertankers to the Straits 
of Juan de Fuca which are presently 
barred from Puget sound, Anacortes 
and Bellingham. The straits have 
already proven that tidal flows will 
carry oil eastbound, as was disgust- 
ingly demonstrated after the 
hushed-up 250,000 gallons spill 
around Christmas, 1989, off our 
southwest coastline. Oil migrated 
all the way up the Washington 
coast, entered the Straits, and 
moved eastbound all the way to 
Port Townsend, killing birds and 
fish the whole way. TM "studies" 
say the oil would move west. 

One last piece of madness: our 
governor Booth Gardner decided 
that we haven't supplicated our- 
selves enough before the mega-cor- 
porations of Japan, the virtual kings 
of the planetary ecocide game, so he 
invited the Mitsubishi Corp. to 
come over to help themselves. They 
chose an area that had been set 
aside as a state park for their next 
condo/golf course project. Never 
mind about those bald eagle nests, 
they'll just make a little fence 
around the tree, and they won't 
mind. 

At least we have something re- 
ally great to look forward to: It looks 
like the illegal, dangerous, fish-kill- 
ing dams on the Elwha River will be 
torn down in the near future. Even 
FERC agrees with the GAO that they 
are unlicensable and restoration of 
the fish runs is more important 
than the meager power generated. 
So lets have a big gathering by the 
river, and watch the wrecking ball 
take out an ugly plug in the planets 
life system. 


Although outrage was high 
and repeated efforts were made to 
stop them, the Forest Service and 
East Perry Lumber Co. have finished 
cutting the Fairview timber sale of 
the Shawnee National Forest. As the 
loggers hauled- out the last few ig 
trees that made up one of the last 
remaining continguous blocks in 
the Shawnee, they swore they 
would soon converge on Cripps 
Bend, continuing their destruction. 
A mobile camp was immediatly set 
up at Cripps Bend and two appeals 
were filed by RACE and the Sierra 
Club based on New Avian informa- 
tion and the appropriations bill.lt is 
now rumored that the FS may can- 
cel Cripps Bend because it would 
not be worth the $11,000 that was 
paid for the sale because of all the 
hassle and expense they went 
through to cut Fairview. 

Appeals are also being filed on 
the Burner Hill tifnber sale in 
Alexander County. East Perry paid 
$400,000 for this sale, apparently 
more worth their while. They can 
move in on Burner Hill any day now 
so the battle will continue over our 
native forest in the Shawnee. 

Sixteen people who were ar- 
rested at Fairview are still awaiting 
trial on October 28 and are facing 
various misdemeaners. Of the thir- 
teen people that were arrested while 
allegedly ambushing six East Perry 
log trucks had their conspiracy 
charge dropped and are still facing 
mob action. The last two that 
locked on the trucks are still facing 
unlawful restraint (kidnapping a 
log truck, a felony) mob action, 
reckless conduct, and resisting ar- 
rest. All 1 3 got o court on No vember 

I* T 

f- On October 23 Brian) 
Understall, timber buyer for East 
Perry, is being brought before a 
grand jury for running over pro-/ 
jester Chris van Daalen at Fairview/. 



New York State's deadline to 
cancel its contracts to buy electric- 
ity from Hydro-Quebec has been 
postponed for another year, until 
November 30, 1992. The New York 
Power Authority announced the 
extension on August 27, saying 
NYPA and H-Q mutually agreed to it 
for the following reasons: 

1. H-Q has apparently agreed 
to delay construction of Phase II, 
damming the Great Whale River, 
until it has been environmentally 
reviewed by the committees estab- 
lished under the original agreement 
with the Cree and Inuit. This comes 
as a surprise because H-Q wanted 
each aspect of the project (roads, 
buildings, dams, etc.) reviewed 
seperately, making it easier to con- 
tinue the project as a whole. Also, 
Quebec officials intended to do 
their own Environmental Impact 
Statement, so they could approve 
their own project. Historically, H-Q 
has ignored laws and twisted the 
spirit of the agreement, so we 
should expect them to try the same 
tactics again. 

2. NYPA said New York's en- 
ergy plans have changed due to 
higher energy savings expected 
from conservation programs. NYPA 
also stated, "Each party will waive 
any claim for payment of costs, 
damages and expenses if the other 
party elects for any reason to reduce 
the contract capacity or terminate 
the contract prior to that date." 

The extension of the deadline 
to cancel is unacceptable. We want 
the contracts cancelled and the 
James Bay Hydro-electric Project 
dismantled. The fact that Govern or 
Mario Cuomo is wavering on the 
contract shows he is hearing our 
noise. His daughter-in-law, Carrie 
Kennedy Cuomo, took a film crew 
to James Bay in late August to ex- 
plore this issue. She was supposed to 
speak with him about her findings 
upon returning, and he reportedly 
values her opinions. 

Although the contract still 
may be upheld, the extra year will 
allow more people to learn about 
the James Bay Hydro Projects and as 
they do, opposition to them will 
grow. We can get the contracts 
cancelled if we just keep fighting. 

What you can do: 

Write to Mario Cuomo 
State Capitol 
Albany, NY 12224 
Urge Cuomo to stop stalling and 
cancel the contracts. If you are not 
a New York resident, remember that 
Cuomo wants the presidency. Tell 
him this would greatly sway your 
voting habits. 



PAW Conference 

By Ernie Reed 


SEACret Splinter Group 


by Carolyn Moran 


The SEAC (Student Environmen- 
tal Action Coalition) Conference 
was held October 4-6 at the Uni- 
versity of Colorado in Boulder. The 
theme that the conference pro- 
moted early on was "grassroots or- 
ganizing." Over the course of the 
planning months it turned into 
something more along the lines of 
social justice rather than environ- 
mental issues with action. As a re- 
sult two radical off-shoot groups 
were created simultaneously on 
both the east and west coasts under 
the anacronym SEAC-RET (rad Eco- 
Tribe). 

The SEAC hierarchy discouraged 
actions. SEAC National Headquar- 
ters will allow small local groups to 
do actions but will not sponser 
them. A monster budget was spent 
for conferencing and expenses but 
no money was given to grassroots 
level students for actions. 

The students are to be com- 
mended for their enthusiasm and 
willingness to take actions. One 
activist from Ancient Forest Rescue 
sat in a tree on campus to protest the 
massacre at SandBenclutone ' 

S eles took the mike at the student) 
ly on Saturday and was the only/ 
saker to get a standing ovatiory 


He followed that with~a~d£epTecol- 
ogy workshop and a course on Di- 
rect Action 101. 

Activists continued with the plan 
to organize a direct action towards 
the corporations responsible for 
cutting Sand Bench. They shared a 
riotous concert to a full Rocky 
Mountain Peace Center. The party 
inspired 1 30 people to show up at 
Safeway the next morning, for a 
protest directed at Stone Industries, 
the largest producer of paper prod- 
ucts in the U.S. and the world. Stone 
Industries is mainly responsible for 


Hawaii EF! 


By Paul von Hartmann 


the rape of Sand Bench. 

The disruption of Safeway con- 
sisted of everyone, at once, walking 
into Safeway and buying one pea- 
nut at a time. The trouble really 
began when macaroni boxes found 
a new use as musical rattles. A box 
broke but Dana, considerate and 
polite as always, promptly paid for 
it. 

Sand Bench is part of the San Juan 
ecosystem — one of the last re- 
maining semi-intact ecosystems in 
the Colorado Rockies. 150 year old 
trees live there and it is a perfect 
environment for re-introduction of 
the wolf and grizzly. Ancient Forest 
Rescue joins Earth First! and the 
Predator Project in this effort to put 
the "wild" back into the last Colo- 
rado wildlands. 

The action at Safeway was fol- 
lowed by a direct action on Monday 
morning, October 7, at USFS head- 
quarters in Lakewood, Co. where 
activists and students demanded 
that the regional forester, Gary 
Carghill, put an immediate halt to 
cutting at Sand Bench. No CD was 
planned; however, 11 activists 
made* the independent decision to 
refuse to leave. Smoky the Bear was 
one of the protesters and he told 
them he quit and that he wouldn't 
leave the office until they left his 
ecosystem alone. A 12th protestor 
was arrested for allegedly expecto- 
rating on the agency's Tront door. 
All arrestees were released within 
two hours with citations. 

The action ended with many 
protestor vowing to continue onto 
Jhe c ut site on Tuesday, October 8. 
SEACret A 

301 Student Center 
Newark, DE 19716 
"Sentiment without action is the 
ruin of the soul." Edward Abbey 



James Madison University in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia was the site 
for the Central Appalachian "Pre- 
serve Appalachian Wilderness" 
Conference, September 13-15. The 
conference was organized by Vir- 
ginians for Wilderness and brought 
local and regional conservation 
leaders and activists together with 
national figures in support of the 
creation of an "international bio- 
sphere reserve" in the eastern 
United States. 

It's foundation is based on 
"applied ecology." It advances a 
vision for the entire Appalachian 
Mountain Range, running from 
Florida north into Eastern Canada. 
These areas would be connected by 
natural "corridors"surrounded by 
buffer zones, allowing for the link- 
ing of currently isolated genetic 
communities and the migration of 
species. The Appalachian Ridge 
serves as the "backbone" of this 
corridor. 

The corridors would allow 
minimum human intrusion and 
would be large enough to allow the 
migration of not merely isolated 
individuals of species but of signifi- 

Santa Cruz/ 
Bay Area EF! 

A century ago redwood trees 
covered Northern California from 
Santa Cruz to the Oregon border. 
Today, in northern Santa Cruz and 
southern San Mateo counties, there 
remain scattered stands of old 
growth redwoods, protected in state 
and county parks. Much of this 
parkland is actually second growth 
that will eventually recover old 
growth characteristics. Even then, 
the parks still will only be small 
habitat "islands" of a few hundred 
or, at most, a few thousand acres, 
unable to support biodiverse 
populations. Big Creek Lumber 
Company wants to log over a 
thousand acres of residual old 
growth on the south fork of Butano 
Creek, between Butano State Park 
and Pescadero Creek County Park. 
One of their three timber harvest 
planning units is right in the flight 
path of the threatened marbled 
murrelets. The murrelets, slated for 
ESA listing, fly from the ocean up 
the south fork and over a ridge into 
the old growth of Butano State Park. 
When the watershed was first 
logged in the 1950's and '60's, some 
older trees were left to reseed the 
area, as many as six to ten trees per 
acre. 

A lawsuit filed by local chapters 
of Sierra Club, Audubon and 
Flyfishers may delay or halt cutting 
on Butano Creek. The state has 
bond money which could be used 
to purchase enough of the water- 
shed to ensure a biological corridor 
between the parklands. However, if 
the lawsuit fails to win an injunc- 
tion and the state fails to make an 
offer to buy the land, direct action 
will be needed to prevent cutting. 

For updates on Butano Creek 
and to add your name to the emer- 
gency response phone tree, should 
direct action become necessary, call 
the San Francisco Bay Area hotline 
( 415 ) 949 - 0575 . 


cant populations throughout the 
area. Buffer zones would allow 
greater human presence, limited by 
sustainable ecological require- 
ments for all species, determined by 
the carrying capacity of the region. 

PAW has organized a network 
for activists in the East. The Net- 
work will work with other entities 
such as the Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation, Save America's Forests, 
and local PAW and EF! groups. A 
legal network has been set up for 
legal information and assistance. 
PAW will also assist in reviewing 
and writing of appeals to forest 
plans and Forest Service decisions. 
The PAW Journal will continue to 
provide regional information, ar- 
ticles on conservation biology, and 
information on top priority issues. 
A comprehensive "book-format" 
project is also in the works. PAW 
will soon have tax-exempt status 
and is initiating a major fundraising 
campaign. 

For more information, contact 
Buck Young at PAW. POB 5 2- A 
Bondville, VT 05340 tel.(802) 297- 
1022 


EFUK! 

EF! OCCUPIES MALAY- 
SIAN TOURIST BOARD 

Seven Earth First! activists 
occcupied the Malaysian Tourist 
Board on October 7th as 31 Dayak 
people faced prosecution for par- 
ticipating in blockades to defend 
their rainforest homelands. Activ- 
ists used Kryptonite bike-locks and 
chains to prevent their immediate 
removal and scattered sawdust 
throughout the office. The police, 
under instruction from the tourist 
board, declined to charge the ac- 
tivists with Criminal Damage, 
Conspiracy or Criminal Trespass. 
The activists spent four hours in the 
cells and were ordered to appear 
before Bow Street Magistrates the 
following morning. They were not 
bound over. 

The occupation which lasted 
only half-an-hour was specifically 
in solidarity with the tribal people 
who face a maximum prison sen- 
tence of two years and a $6000 
fine. It was also in response to the 
Malaysian governments new tour- 
ist promotion campaign in En- 
gland. Under the slogan "Naturally 
Malaysia" the Malaysian govern- 
ment is attempting to attract tour- 
ists to Malaysia to experience the 
rainforest. Despite the fact that is 
being so rapidly destroyed. 

This more direct style of cam- 
paigning is being criticised by 
mainstream groups in the U.K. 
whose recent gathering at the U.K. 
Tropical Forest Forum resulted in an 
unproductive day of talk and bitchy 
remarks. 

— EF1TJK 


The melancholy expressed by 
many who have watched the qual- 
ity of life in Hawaii being consumed 
by greed, concrete and cane smoke 
is on the rise. While it may be 
"unlikely" that people will act in 
time to preserve the quiet beauty of 
this place, there is one key move we 
can make to stop the runway, the 
geothermal development and 
Hawaii's economic addiction to 
tourism: ending the state tax sub- 
sidies to the sugar industry will do 
more for these Islands than most 
people realize. 

Between 1982 and 1989, tax- 
payers shelled out $32,500,000 to 
keep tfie cane fields burning. We are 
paying an 18 cents a pound subsidy 
to the sugar companies so our kids 
can swim in pesticides, drink syn- 
thetic fertilizers and bathe in pet- 
rochemical burning agents. Be- 
cause Hawaii's rich farmlands and 
year-round growing season are be- 
ing squandered on vast expanses of 
unprofitable sugar, other economi- 
cally advantageous crops are kept 
out. A weak agricultural effort keeps 
Hawaii addicted to tourism, which 


created demands for more energy 
and a longer runway. 

If the people who live in and 
visit'Hawaii were to put pressure on 
government and industry to en- 
courage cultivation of "biomass" 
crops instead of sugar, profitable, 
sustainable agriculture could be 
achieved along with energy inde- 
pendence, within the decade. Bio- 
mass is simply plant material 
which, when organically 
"digested, "can be used to produce 
methane gas, methanol fuel, hy- 
drogen gas and other renewable, 
"clean biofuels." Compared to the 
petroleum and geothermal schemes 
being shoved down our throats 
now, biofuels are cheaper and 
readily available. 

If we continue to support the 
sugar industry, concealing a mono- 
lithic tourism/energy behemoth, 
our mistake will be borne by future 
generations. 

If you would like to join the 
effort to initiate this fundamental 
change, contact: PEACE Progressive 
Economic Alliance Cultivating En- 
ergy POB 623 Kula, HI 96790 
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More Shit fer Brains... 


.I*? ©^ 
4iP- 

* ;r jv 




Dear S.F.B. 

I enjoyed the article "Shooting 
Cows: A Novel Idea,” by A. Nony Moose 
in the Mabon '9 1 issue. 

This type of direct action is desper- 
ately needed in many wild areas of the 
West where the "Hooved Locust" are 
allowed to spread destruction and cow 
shit. 

I would like to add a few sugges- 
tions of my own. Keep security first! or 
you may end up as the main course of 
the next Cattlemen's Association barbe- 
cue. Further, while a medium caliber 
pistol will do the job at close range, I 
would choose a large caliber rifle, say a 
30-30 lever action or maybe an AK-47. 

For more populated areas of our 
national forests, a crossbow offers quiet 
operation and accuracy, plus the psy- 
chological effect of an arrow-studded 
bovine victim, once popular with the 
Native Americans of the last century. A 
can of forest green spray paint can be 
used to add the personal touch of a 
green fist or "free Leonard Peltier." 

Lastly, a brave and enterprising 
person may wish to "liberate" the car- 
casses for home use or, if vegetarian, 
make a midnight donation of the 
skinned and quartered quadruped to a 
food bank or homeless shelter. A surge 
of direct action of this sort is the proper 
response to the recently defeated pro- 
posal to raise AUM fees, which allows 
the welfare rancher to continue to 
l trample the public and the Earth. 

Earth First! 

— Quin the Eskimo 

Dear Editors, 

^wha t orig inally attracted me to 
EarthT'irst! wAsdeep ero jagy-ifeiLTOTIT' 
sirvation lblologv^united with no com- 
promises direct action and a sense of 
humor/ There seems to be a conscious 
decision by the editors to exclude the 
first two. Is it felt that the present 
generation of EF!ers are too shallow to 
comprehend conservation biologv? 

wiTrmpf tri\ 

appreciate the insights of deep ecology?/ 
JcTEF+e r c b e liev e-“reltg!on~is the opia te 
of the masses" and thus exclude it? D o 
the editors exclude conservation biol- 
ogy and deep ecology because they 
don't want them in the journal, or be- 
cause readers don't want them, or be- 
cause submissions are no longer com- 
ing in? 

A sense of humor and the ability to 
laugh at ourselves and society is sorely 
lacking in the journal. We also need to 
guard against the "true believer" syn- 
drome or we will be labeled the funda- 
mentalists of the environmental 
movement. To those readers who 
found Canyon Frog's "The Compleat 
Radical Woman Environmentalist" so 
offensive, I say lighten up. There have 
to be ways to empower women that are 
more worth your energy than this 
nitpicky critiquing. 

I also miss seeing book and music 
reviews. Literature is one of the most 
powerful tools to change consciousness 
and society and move one towards ac- 
tion. 

How is the plan of revolving edi- 
tors working? It would be nice if more 
information on this experiment was 
given to the readers. Will the collective 
plan be kept even if it is driving the 
journal into the ground? Except for 
reports on direct action we don't know 
what we are getting from issue to issue. 
The initial excitement of action reports 
becomes a constant manic hum of 
anxiety and stress. We need fresh ideas 
to educate and inspire. Is this a news- 
paper or a journal? If the joumaL isJPie 
voi ge of J h&-m ovemcnt w g-stTOutd-be 
told jfj tis getting strong e r or w eaker. If 
it is losing readers perhaps some 
changes should be made. Foreman and\ 
Davis, who were roundly criticized for J\ 
their editorial policies, were more open/ 
about the workings of the journal thari j 
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are the present editors. They also 
seemed to be doing something right 
because all sorts of folks were jumping 
on the Earth First! bandwagon. 

I've seen letter after letter in the 
journal from disgruntled readers. We 
used to see letters in the old journal 
from folks saying how glad they were to 
have found EF!. Where are they now? 
This says something about the job you 
are doing. The movement needs con- 
structive criticism that helps us grow; 
the editorial collective states it wants to 
be more receptive to its readers. Let's 
test them on it. 

Why are writers such as George 
Wuerthner and Tom Stoddard no 
longer in the journal? Why not have 
regular columns by some of our better 
writers? 1 think people in the editorial 
collective are doing a fairly good job, 
though, and it's great to see all the new 
voices speaking. 

Lastly, do you really think that 
printing items such as Bonobo Baby in 
the Beltane issue and the picture of 
eight nude men in Lughnsadh help our 
movement? Is this underground comix 
or an environmental journal? What- 
ever happened to monkeywrenching? 

Please don't respond to me by 
publishing my letter and answering 
with silence. 

Abbey lives, 

— Hal Rowe 

Dear Hal^^ 

Conservation biology, Deep Ecologh 
and Religion: we don’t get a lot of good or) 
j appropriate submissions, f Send in some- 
thing new and well written, and we'll 
print it; science and eco-philosophydeserve 
careful treatfftehlTTn Mabon, the last issue, 
~we rdn a booJTreview of The Greening of 
the Church, an example of Catholic en- 
vironmentalism. After all, we cannot print 
what we don’t receive from our readers/ 
contributors. 

Humor: Lord how we try. We flunk 
we're funny, and put funny things in the 
journal. We can 't do anything about the 
tone of contributed articles we print, and 
some of our jokes and cartoons don't make 
it. Sorry. It’s ironic that you criticize us for 
lack of humor and then complain about a 
cartoon (Bonobo Baby) and a photograph 
(Naked men at the Rendezvous). A lot of 
people found the former hilarious, others 
found it to be in poor taste. What can I say? 
Apparently, to those who were there, the 
men's dancing was one of the funniest 
things they'd ever seen. Where’s your sense 
of humor now? The naked human body, 
when not objectified and exploited, is not 
pornographic or obscene. On the other 
hand, you tell women to stop whining 
about being portrayed as invitingly half 
naked with big breasts etc. in drawings we 
have printed. I sense a contradiction. 

True believers/fundamentalists: you 
can't get a room full ofEFlers to agree on 
any particular eco-ideology, let alone as- 
cribe to some monolithic and intolerant 
belief system. 

Book reviews: in the last issue we 
printed four book reviews, including one by 
George Wuerthner about whom you in- 
quired. (T om Stoddard's infamous oral sex 
article was published in the Ostara/March 
20 issue). 

Revolving Editorial Staff it seems to 
be working as far as I can tell. We inherited 
@ 5,000 subscriptions from Tudson, lost a 
whole bunch immediately, and have 
climbed back up to around 3,000 now. Our 
readership is larger (many copies are 
given away, sold singly etc.), but there's no 
way to measure that. People write in and 
tell us they hate us, others tell us they love 
us. Sometimes they do so in a Shit fer 
Brains; then you see it in print. Continuity 
in the publishing process is provided by 
long-term staffers who rotate in and out. As 
for continuity in content, I'll say it again: 
what you get when you read the journal 
depends on what we get as submissions 
from readers. 

Actions: well, uh, what is EF! about if 


not action? It's a shame you find action 
stories stressful and uninteresting, but 
those who put their freedom on the line 
deserve recognition of their struggle, and a 
bit of glory too. 

Constructive criticism: please. We 
want your input. If you care to submit it in 
print, everyone gets to hear. Of course, 
informed criticism is also a big help. 

Monkeywrenching: in the last issue 
we began a feature entitled Earth Night 
which describes, hypothetically and for 
entertainment purposes only, alleged tech- 
niques of this sort. 

You asked to be responded to in print, 
something we don 't normally do for DSFB. 
I hope we've answered your questions. 

— James Barnes, for the collective. 


Dear SFBs, 

I was at the recent Earth First! 
Rendezvous in Ripton, Vermont. I re- 
ally enjoyed meeting so many radical 
and committed environmentalists. My 
only criticism was the heavy use of 
alcohol at the Rendezvous. I don't care 
for Booze and think it is the world's 
worst drug! I've done my share of ex- 
perimentation with drugs and the most 
obnoxious and dangerous drug is defi- 
nitely alcohol. Booze has killed and 
-injured more people than all the illegal 
drugs combined! <fy ou teel that you've 
"pist got to take the edge off your reality, 
try grass, or p eyote or mushroom/: T 
Tomt take any drugs anymore, “but I 
think Booze dulls your senses and low- 
ers your consciousness, and makes 
people act stupid. People should try to 
raise their consciousness to a higher 
level without taking anything. John 
Muir and Henry David Thoreau weren't 
Boozers and they didn't need to take 
any drug to have communion with 
nature. They were on a natural high 
from being in love with nature. I'm sure 
it was easier back then to experience 
nature on such a higher level. But we 
can all have those sacred experiences, 
gven L uday— Maybe we should try to get 


our own personal life together. I know 
it isn't easy living in this insane society. 
Our minds can get so confused, dis- 
tracted and dulled by living so out of 
touch with nature. Drinking Booze 
isn't going to help anyone cope better 
with modern day life. It isn't going to 
help us realize the connections between 
things and the unity of all life. It will 
only weaken us. 

a How can anyone heal their bro- 
| ke n spi rit and regain tneir sa cred sense 
; of connection with the' EaftH if they 
diinkriooze? They just go numb. I 
really feel people are missing a lot in life 
when they drink. The beautiful na- 
tional park, a sacred site in Kipton, Ver - 
mont, was a perfect place to have 
communion with n ature. Nature wil l 
heal us it we lust let her . The greatest 
t hing Y ou could .gvgi learn is t o love 
nature, and let her love you in return. 


Earth First! Statement of Solidar- 
ity & Unity 

The Arizona Five Conspiracy trial 
has ended with a plea bargain. The 
United States Government has dropped 
most charges, including its grandiose 
allegations of anti-nuclear conspiracy. 
This was not a victory for Earth First!, 
but neither was it a victory for the FBI 
and the government. They have put 
people in j ail, but they have not crushed 
the movement. 

From the splashy bust complete 
with heavily armed FBI SWAT team 
commandos, to the prosecutor's obses- 
sion with terrorism and revolution and 
the media's innuendos of nuclear 
meltdown, this trial was a set up. The 
US government portrayed people asso- 
ciated with Earth First! as sinister and 
violent. It sought to erode the support 
and good will Earth First! has earned 
from taking action in defense of the 
Earth. It has tried to marginalize us 
within the environmental movement 
and in the public eye. 

With the help of the FBI and an 
accommodating press, the government 
has been molding a political climate 
which allows planetary poisoners and 
despoilers to continue their destruction 
unfettered. 

Prison sentences, but not for the 
Real Criminals 

The judge sentenced four of the 
Arizona defendants to prison. He put 
Mark Davis away for six years. Contrast 
these sentences with the slap on the 
wrist given to felons who are leaders of 
eiica/OnJuly 3, 1991, fori 
' exa mple, the entire Board o f Directors 
Internatio nal Paper Co mpany ) in -<r 
theiFplea bargain, pled guilty to five 
felony counts stemming from its fac-Qg* 
tory in Jay, Maine, having violated, 
federal environmental laws. The^ 
C OMPANY was fined, jjut t he Di rect 
who steer the corporate giant paid no^ 
we / fines, got no jail time or/on probation ^ 

In fact, they retain their Director posi-\ 


Wd've got to heal tne tarth, but wejiJ, 

rTrealoiitsahw^VyriiirpaliyT^pH 

' to drink Booze, drink it back in the city 
^or suburbia, but don't bring it to such a y 
jiacred site. Thanks. Peace. 

arth First Always! Namaste, 

— Dave Cutler Forever Green Moun- 
tains, Vermont 


EF! Journal: 

This document grew out of a feel- 
ing for a need to state solidarity with the 
Arizona 5 defendants as the trial ended, 
a perceived need to recognize and 
name, in a realistic but not paranoid 
way the context we are operating in, 
and a need to reassert the fact that we're 
still here, fighting for the planet and 
will remain so, and to call for/reassert 
unity. 

This statement will be circulated 
within Earth First! circles, and within 
the larger environmental and progres- 
sive movement circles. 


tions with International Paper and/<. 
continue to run this heavily polluting 'N 
multibillion dollar company. And j 
that's not all. Three weeks after the plea 
bargain bail out, President Bush ap- 
pointed International Paper's CEO, 
John Georges to the President's Com- i 
mission on Environmental Quali ty. J 
Repression as History 

So the same United States Gov- 
ernment that winks at the destruction 
caused by International Paper and other 
major polluters and destroyers acts as 
prosecution, judge and punisher of 
citizens trying to prevent destruction 
and poisoning of the planet. This is the 
government which is itself a great poi- 
soner and destroyer. It is the govern- 
ment that has a history of infiltrating 
and disrupting citizen movements for 
social change here and abroad. 

We do not have to go back too 
many years to recall the FBI's assaults on 
the Black Panther Party, Viet Nam War 
protesters, the American Indian Move- 
ment, the Civil Rights Movement, the 
Committee in Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador; or the FBI's and 
the Oakland Police’s attempt in 1990 to 
frame EF! organizers Judi Bari and 
Darryl Chemey after assassins tried to 
kill them. 

Our Ethical Duty 

Each of us chooses how to respond 
to the wrongs which are going on 
around us. Earth Firstlers engage in civil 
disobedience and actions confronting 
the destructive forces because we be- 
lieve we have an ethical duty to do so. 

We hope for increasing public support. 

But unlike corporate executives, we do 
not expect to escape the consequences 
of our actions. 

The Arizona Five defendants, 
committed activists every one, have 
endured a great deal of harassment and 
hardship these past months. They fol- 
lowed their consciences and made their 



decisions to negotiate and ac- 
cept this plea bargain. As fel- 
low activists, we respect their 
decisions. 

But despite the 
Government's infiltration, 
entrapment, use of snitches 
and provocateurs; 

Despite the blatant ha- 
rassment by the FBI of EFlers 
in Montana, including raids, 
threats and a grand jury inves- 
tigation yielding no arrests; 

Despite the bombing 
and attempted frame-up of 
two California EFI activists; 

Despite the violent cam- 
paigns against EF! activists 
and other environmentalists, 
carried out by hate groups like 
the Sahara Club and the 
Stampers; 

Despite the unreliable 
and sensationalistic coverage 
of Earth First! by the main- 
stream media; 

Earth First! 's dedication 
to the preservation of biological diver- 
sity on this planet is unwavering. We 
are living in a time of unprecedented 
mass extinction of species. This is no 
time to back off or slow down. 

So we will continue to take action 
in defense of the wild. 

We will continue to put the Earth 

first. 

Alive and Wild 

Despite the disruption, Earth First! 
is alive and well. Earth First! is alive and 
wild. We are on the front lines, fighting 
for James Bay and the caribou, organiz- 
ing for Mount Graham and the red 
squirrel, defending the Redwoods and 
the marbled murrelet, old growth and 
spotted owl, raising hell for the 
Rainforests and the Penan. We are in 
the Shawnee National Forest, in the 
Everglades, in northern Wisconsin. 

We are everywhere. 

We will persevere and we will in- 
tensify our efforts. We will take the 
offensive against corporate and govern- 
ment tactics, as Judi Bari and Darryl 
Chemey are doing with their lawsuit 
against the FBI and the Oakland Police. 
As environmentalists, we must stand up 
for the planet. As citizen protesters, we 
must also defend and preserve our — 
and the Sierra Club’s, and the Audubon 
Society's, and everyone's — ability and 
right to do so. We must allow the 
common goals we share to unite us and 
not let the differences in tactics divide 
us. 

We know, from our own experi- 
ence that the government and corpora- 
tions will keep trying to isolate us; that 
they will keep trying to throw us into 
jail. We know they will exploit dis- 
agreements within Earth First! and 
among different environmental organi- 
zations to erode our unity and effective- 
ness. We know they will use violence 
and threats of violence. 

But we will not be intimidated. 

In Common Sense, Tom Paine 
wrote: "Beneath the shade of our own 
vines are we attacked; in our own 
houses, and on our own lands, is the 
violence committed against us." 

More than two hundred years 
later, Paine's words take on a new mean- 
ing. And so we must keep demanding 
whatwe know must be done. Wewillbe 
careful, and we will be smart. And we 
must unite as we organize, educate, agi- 
tate, and yes, monkeywrench, to defend 
this Earth. 

' — Karen Pickett, Canyon, CA 
— Lynn Jacobs, Tucson, AZ 
— Judi Bari, Willits, CA 
— Richard Grossman, Provincetown, MA 
— Mike Roselle, Washington DC 
— Gary Lawless, Brunswick, ME 
— Karen Wood, Eugene, OR 
— Bob Kaspar, Madison, WI 
— John Seed, NSW, Australia 
^-Orin Langelle 


the REDWOOD highway 

CALIFORNIA 



— Kelpie Willsin, Cave Junction, OR 

Please circulate this statement 
within your own network circles as you 
see fit. For a copy, with additional 
signers, or to comment, write EF!, PO 
Box 83, Canyon, Calif. 94516 (Include 
copying and postage costs if you can) 


Dear SFB, 

Now that the Arizona 5/FBI trial 
has ended, hopefully the tribe will 
move on stronger and more united than 
ever, but also wiser in the ways of gov- 
ernment-corporate manipulation. No 
one should doubt that the movement 
presents a fundamental challenge to 
the status quo, and as such we will 
continue to be the target of the thought 
police of this country, the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation. Both before and 
since the Arizona bust, many of the 
classic trademarks of FBI operations 
against movements of resistance have 
been used against Earth First! That was 
what this trial was really about, the 
attempt to crush an idea and the will- 
ingness by people to act on it "No 
compromise in defense of Mother 
Earth, Earth First!" is an idea the cor- 
porate state can not tolerate. 

The techniques the FBI has used 
against us vary, such as the planting of 
false stories in the media, using agent- 
provocateurs, paying off informers, us- 
ing propaganda to whip up local hys- 
teria and incite violence against activ- 
ists, using the court system and jailings, 
and outright intimidation to J axeak, 

f ple down / All these tactics serve' 
ir purpose of turning us inward I 
jugh preoccupation with false divi-/ 
is and distrust, making us less uni- 
,, less effectiv e. To this end thp FRI's 
weapon agai nst us these past year s 
; has been our self-proclaimed and media 

Last year while working in the 
Sylvandale office during Redwood 
Summer, it was with some amusement 
I received a call from a newspaper re- 
porter asking for a photo of Dave Fore- 
man in the redwoods. After a brief 
pause to laugh, I said we had no photo 
and Dave hadn't been in these parts for 
quite a while. Weeks later, however, 
Foreman ceased to be so funny. Re- 
turning from Murrelet Grove where we 
had just gotten treesitters up after 
working all night trying to slow Pacific 
Lumber's redwood forest slaughter, I 
was greeted by a pre ss release from these 
expIo iter §X~TTT it the quotes savaged) 
fmststrying to protect the last of the | 
ancient redwood forests, accused us of 
not being concerned about wilderness 
and red-baited us in a style typical of the 
1950's. These quotes were not from 
CEO Charles Hurwitz. but from Dave/ 

I r / — /ri ' 


I thought about those brave 
women sitting in the redwoods facing 
angry loggers. I remembered all those 
past campaigns, like the Sinkyone, the 
Cathedral Forest, '87 and'88 in the /^fiOKATlE. Y ! ! ! 


EF!!! 

Here's a map (fig-1) so 
you start charting your course 
for Redwood Summer #3. It's 
going to be positive. Please 
post this map up on the wall 
somewhere so that the sub- 
liminal suggestion will infil- 
trate the subversive subcon- 
scious. HEY NOW — You all 
are doing a great job with the 
newspaper!!! Kill the fucking 
cows!!! Right on! SPIKE for the 
trees! Yeah! But the thing to 
be emphasized is that these 
acts are positive. Make sure 
that the focus of the paper is 
for rather than against, and we 
will succeed!!!!! Here is a con- 
tribution: POEM written while 
hanging loose at the Statue of 
Liberty 12/21/90 — 

The CIA 

Is gonna have their way 
Until the day 
When all the people say, 

We're not gonna pay 
For your Armageddon play, 

And we can't delay 


AM TC 


Kalmiopsis. Dave who? No photos 1 
from those places either. 

^Through his petty vindictiveness, 
ver bSTarid written attacks on activists in 
the field, and profiteering off the backs 
of many brave and idealistic folks out in 
the wild places often risking their lives, 
Foreman's sole concern has been him- 
self. Now I write this hardly underes- 
timating the effect that looking up a 
barrel of a .357 at sunrise with a host of 
uninvited police officers hovering over 
your bed can have on ones mental bal- 
ance, ^particularly_since_thisjhap£ened^ 
to me not so long ago. This terrorism 
and Foreman's subsequent journey 
through the FBI's sick version of justice 
in America triggered what was a grow- 
ing frustration with his inability to 
control the direction of the movement 
to suit his personal needs, into a frantic 
attempt to remake himself into a "new 
conservationist", one more likely to re- 
ceive mercy at the hands of his captors. 
In the process he did his best to divide, 
denigrate and undermine the move- 
ment and fellow activists. 

Surely the FBI must have been 
jumping with glee at this unexpected 
dividend. For the FBI, Earth First!, like 
the American Indian Movement (AIM), 
would be chopped up and cast to the 
winds of history. But such is not to be. 
Shaking off the wounds, we rise again. 


by Tom Joad, on the road 
ANCIENT SPIRIT HELPERS SHINE 
THEIR LIGHT OF WISDOM ON YER 
WERK. LOVE VIBRATIONS TO YOI 
ALL. ... 

— TJ 


Dear Shit fer Brains, 

To Ol' Bear, Richard M. Bowers, and to 
the few of the remaining true radicals, 
rednecks and old-style fighters! 

The journal staff censors the radi- 
cal wild articles and treats us, these who 
indeed put humanism, western- 
pseudo-democracy and non-violence 
second, and Earth First!, in an ashaming 
way. Anyway, so it's here briefly. 

The concept of the last eleven 
years of Earth First! is shit. Today, we all 
have to constate that the up-to-now 
adopted strategy didn't brake or stop 
the global industrial destmction. It goes 
on and they just don't care about some 
10 to 50,000 worldwide spread local 
activists. 

It's high time for an improved 
concept. It's time for PROFESSIONALS! 
1 started to set up a private international 
wilderness liberation army. The aim is 

- to gather a core of five to 30 founding 

^/Mother Earth is strbrig^hdYveBelleveTn^- memb ers, highly motivated, not to say 

^gHgth, not th ei rs -- — - ^ fanatic. Me, for example. I am fanatic — 

I'd rather die or go life-long-term in Jail 


horema 




man/ /j) 


That's where the FBI got it wrong. 
It was something they couldn't under- 
stand. We have no leaders , but we do 
have leadership. That leadership sh ows 
i tself everyday in local groups, in the 
circle, yes even at the computer termi- 
nal, because leadership is in all of us and 
shows through us in a thousand differ- 
ent ways. Leadership by quiet example, 
out doing the work, be it standing in 
front of the bulldozers or offering words 
of solace and support for our b rothers^ 
ud siste rs/Cooking up dinner forsom e\ 
'hungry acti vists or cutting d own a ski 
\ lift on aySacred mountain/toing the J 
jwor k/Wecan dbwithout leaders urging 
action through bombastic rhetoric that 
they would never do, leaders who deny 
fellow activists and history', leaders who 
judge but never organize, leaders who 
think they can steal what can't be 
owned^-. 

One lesson to be learned from th e 

in the ni nvi>ml>n V it rnrnw from lis- 
teni ng to our fellows' council, listening 
to the Earth and acting, not from one 
deluded perso n playing leader. 

The way it is, 

' — SteveMarsdeST 


than to support environmentalist 
movements obviously senile, cowardly, 
and smug. We all will keep being guilty 
only because of our german or american 
citizenship if we don’t continue to find 
the most successful measure to destroy 
and stop our industries or states. 

If mafia, drug syndicates, and 
other organized crime are so tremen- 
dous successful in obtaining their aim- 
money-, so why shouldn't that be pos- 
sible for a smart group of really radical 
environmentalists? I am convinced 
that it is possible. 

So, contact me, if you could imag- 
ine to dedicate your whole life to your 
convictio n, and we will bu ild u p, small 
Twyr^ll,^i^^wg rKII^fT^Te~arrrj yiin the 
beginning only fund-raising, training 
. ourselves and remaining politically ab- > 
stinent to e nable the— growth- Then) 
beyond a basic capital of several mil- 
lions, we chose a base in a poor and 
corrupt third world country, buy some 
aircrafts, hire some mercenaries and 
start with the first raids. Always looking 
for more, non-risky money-sources, 
more power, more people. In the end, 

Ever more SFB next page 
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BULLETINS AND BLURBS 



"Time and trouble will tame an advanced young woman, 
but an advanced old woman is uncontrollable by any 
earthly force. " — Dorothy L. Sayers 

Great Old Broads for Wilderness 

Mountain matriarchs, mesa mavens, canyon 
crones — like old growth forests and still, silent pools 
— are women who have evolved over time. We intend 
to safeguard the wild lands of America by: 
•supporting wilderness proposals 
•educating the public about wilderness values 
and threats 

•protecting the land until Congress does. 

Wilderness women have diverse talents - some 
are artists, some are athletes, some are simply 
wanderers.... if you are a Great Old Broad*, please join 
us in this effort. In return, you will be informed about 
wilderness related activities and about things you can 
do to help. "We’ve gone through divorce, death and 
delivery; we know that things take time.” 

* This group was formed because we know that 
everyone is, will be, or would like to be a Great Old 
Broad. Any woman can join, if she is 45 years of age or 
older or will declare so in public. Men can join as long 
as they lie about their gender and say they are at least 
45 years old. Men are invited to join the auxiliary "if 
they can decorate the gym, clean up afterwards or 
bring a jello mold". We also have associate, nonvoting 
memberships for those who want to affiliate but can- 
not yet join. GOB, POB 368, Cedar City, UT 84721 

Save Japanese Trout 

The rare Satsukimasu trout once ranged 
throughout the rivers of the Pacific coast of Japan. 
Now almost all of them have died out due to the 
destruction of their river habitat by the construction 
of dams along many of the largest rivers on the 
Japanese Archipelago. 

The Satsukimasu trout is now limited primarily 
to the Nagara River ... one of the last two dam-free 
rivers in the whole Japanese Archipelago (which has 
over 30,000 rivers overall). The Japanese Environ- 
mental Agency officially designated the Satsukimasu 
as endangered in December, 1990. 

The Japanese government of Mr. Toshiki Kaifu 
now plans O.K. construction of a dam that would kill 
off the last of the Satsukimasu ... for no apparent 
reason save vague promises of flood control. Help stop 
this ecological disaster and foster the new environ- 
mentalism that is growing within Japan. 

Write letters to: Mr. Toshiki Kaifu, The Prime 
Minister of Japan, Prime Minister's Residence 2-3-1 
Nagata-cho, Chiyoda-ku Tokyo 100 JAPAN 

For more information write: The Freshwater 
Fish Protection Association of Japan 2-2-38 Dojime, 
Kita-ku Osaka City 530, JAPAN Phone: 81-6-341-7320 
FAX: 81-6-341-3117 

Source — Michael Rucker, Center for Marine 
Conservation 


Nuclear Licensing Alert 

The nuclear lobby is at it again, trying to revive a 
moribund industry by running to Congress and asking 
for more favors, more subsidies, more assaults on 
democracy and the environment. The nuclear com- 
panies, the Bush administration, and their allies in 
congress ignore all of the real reasons why no order for 
a nuclear plant since 1974 has been fulfilled — high 
costs, an inherently dangerous technology, radioac- 
tive wastes, mismanagement. Instead, they blame us, 
the American people, and seek to cut us out of the 
process of licensing new nuclear power plants 

We need your help to defeat bills in the US Senate 
and House that would essentially eliminate the right of 
citizens and their state and local governments to 
participate in the licensing process until after a reactor 
is built. 

S.1220, the "National Energy Security Act," 
sponsored by Senators J. Bennett Johnston (D-LA) and 
Malcolm Wallop (R- WY), contains a one-step licensing 
provision that would amend the Atomic Energy Act to 
deny the right to a public hearing on safety and 
environmental issues before a reactor is allowed to 
operate. S.1220, a huge package very similar to George 
Bush’s National Energy Strategy, is a special-interest 
Christmas tree for the nuclear, coal, auto and utility 
industries. 

S.1220 was passed by the industry-oriented sen- 
ate Energy Committee in May, but many senators have 
problems with the bill and, spurred by virually every 
national evironmental organization, oppsition to the 
Johnston /Wallop bill is mounting. 

Over in the House of Representatives, the Energy 
and Commerce Committee is considering a package of 
energy proposals, including a one-step licensing pro- 
vision virtually indentical to the one in the Senate bill. 
HR. 1 184, authored by Rep. Bob Clement (D-TN), will 
be offered by Rep. Joe Barton (R-TX). 

Not surprisingly, a study by a journalist found 
that Johston leads the Senate in campaign contribu- 
tions from the nuclear industry, with Barton leading 
the House. 

In 1989, the Energy and Commerce Committee 
defeated a one-step licensing amendement by a 22-20 
vote because grassroots pressure forced two of the members 
to change their votes to protect public participation. Your 
letters can make the difference again! 

S. 1220 and HR. 1 184 would reverse a unanimous 
1990 decision by a three- judge panel of the US Court 
of Appeals for the DC Circuit. That decision held that, 
before a nuclear power plant may begin to operate, 
members of the public must have an oppornity to 
scrutinize health and safety issues that were not pre- 
viously considered or resolved in an earlier proceed- 
ing. 

Send letters to your senators and representatives, 
and copies to Bill Magavern, USPIRG, 215 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave, Washington DC 20003. 

Source — US Public Interest Research Group 

PAW Drilling Alert 

HELP DESPERATELY NEEDED — we need help stop- 
ping oil and coal extraction from taking place on the 
Allegheney National Forest in PA and the 
Monongahela in WV. We have already filed suit 
against the USFS on the Allegheney with the Sierra 
Club and the Wilderness Society. We need local sup- 
port. The Monongahela desperatally needs help to file 
the appeal. Instructions available. Contact me at PAW 
or leave a response in the Econet en.forestplan confer- 
ence. 

Fer The Critters — Buck 


Bush Redefines Wetlands 

The Bush Administration recently proposed to 
"redefine"what a wetland is — so that millions of acres 
of wetlands will be defined out of existence. 

The Environmental Protection Agency, the Army 
Corps of Engineers, and other agencies use a guide, 
called the 1989 Wetlands Delinieation manual, to 
identify and determine the boundaries of wetlands. 
The current manual requires that three criteria must be 
met for an area to be designated a wetland: it must have 
hydrophytic (water-loving) plants; it must have hydric 
soils; and it must be wet at or below the surface for 
some period of time. In the past, revisions to this guide 
have been suggested by a committee of technical 
experts from the agencies that use it. During this round 
of revisions, however, decisions about the delineation 
manual were made by the upper echelons of the Bush 
Administration. As a result, most of the changes pro- 
posed by the White House to this technical document 
were motivated not by sound wetlands science, but by 
political pressure from busines interests within the 
Administration acting in collusion with oil, gas, 
homebuilding and farm lobbyists who wish to deregu- 
late millions of acres of easy-to develop wetlands. 

Citizens around the countryconcerned with wet- 
lands protection must object strenuously to these 
changes and put our wetlands program back on sound 
scientific footing. 

It has been estimated that if the proposed 
changes to the Manual are implemented, from 10% to 
as must as 30% of all lands currently delineated as 
wetlands would be excluded from protection under 
the Clean Water Act, the only federal law which 
regulates wetlands destruction. 

The New Manual 

It requires an area to be wet or staurated for 21 
days — three times longer than the present definition. 
This will make it more difficult to protect seasonal 
wetlands or wet areas suffering from drought. 

It changes the definition of "growing season" to 
meet an agricultural, rather than biological definition, 
such changes will particularly impact western and 
southern states, where wetland plants can begin grow- 
ing from four to six weeks before the start of the 
agricultural growing season and thus would not hlep 
qualify and area as a wetland. 

It requires saturation at the surface for an area to 
meet wetlands hydrology requirements, whereas the 
1989 Manual allowed an area to be wet "at or near the 
surface." The new "at the surface" requirement is a 
scientifically useless indicator of wetlands habitat val- 
ues, as wetlands plants need saturation only in the root 
zone, not at the surface. 

What You Can Do: Write a letter to the EPA, Gregory 
Peck Chief, Wetlands and Aquatic Resources Regula- 
tory Branch Mail Code A-104F Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency 401 M Street SW Washington, DC 20460 
Send a copy of your letter to your senators and repre- 
sentative. Tell them not to support pending legislation 
that is dangerous to wetlands (HR 1330 and S 1463). 
Send a copy of your letter to President Bush. 

The comment period has been extended until Decem- 
ber 15-take advantage of this! 

Source-National Audubon Society 


New Great Basin EF! Groups 

Two new EF! groups have just formed in the arid 
interior of the West. A group of Wild Utahns may be 
found as WUEF! (woof!), POB 510442, Salt Lake City, 
UT 84151. And Neveda finally has started it's "very 
own and very first EF! branch," Great Basin EF! Con- 
tact Jonas Prida, POB 48, Yerington, NV 89447 (702) 
463-2954. Both groups are seeking like-minded folks. 
Get it together, Basinites! 


Ever more Shit fer Brains 


U 


there will be an artificial, earth-obey- 
ing state, its existence guaranteed by 
deterrence, that organises and controls 
the (forced) voluntary 7 auto-destruc- 
tion of the national industries, the ac- 
celerated self-reduction of the popula- 
tion in all countries and the (forced) 
voluntary expansion of national parks 
and nature reserves. 

Towards a released earth! 

— Haimo Schulz Meinen, NATUR- 
BEFREIUNGSARMEE (The new sav- 
ages) Aalen, Germany 

Staff, 

1 talked to your staff person on 10/ 
4/91 concerning your article on page 
10, "Shooting Cows, A Novel Idea." 
Apparently your organization believes 
that violence with weapons and slaugh- 


00^9 
U7 

ter of animals is appropriate to winning 
the environmental cause. 1 must, after 
many years of support, withdraw it, 
now and forever. Please remove my 
name and address as a contact person. 
Also remove my name and current 
mailing address from your publication, 

I don't want it anymore. You can con- 
sider the balance of money a final 
contribution, and considering your 
answer on the phone, put it towards a 
bail fund, since I believe your attitude 
will end up with long imprisonment. 

I can only say that such reckless, 
stupid and insane articles that would 
promote violence of this nature will, in 
the end, destroy one of the best envi- 
ronmental movements to ever come 
down the road. It is a shame you alien- 
ated almost all true animal rights people 


h uju^tr' j 
i rtfp/kjO? • 

and that your attitude of "expandable 
life forms" fits in with the mentality of 
the concentration camp and the gulag. 

Thank you, 

— Gary Vendetti 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

1 was talking to a logger friend who 
is presently working for MacMillan 
Bloedel, the company most responsible 
for ravaging British Columbia's old 
growth. We got onto the topic of tree 
farms (i.e. lack of space in placement of 
trees, monoculture replanting, etc.), 
and the fact is well known among them, 
that the quality of 1st growth wood is 
not comparable to superior tight- 
grained old growth. 

He suggested that "radical envi- 
ronmentalist guys could ring trees"; in 


other words, using hatchets around the 
base in order to remove the first few 
rings closest to the exterior of every few 
trees. Eventually, the trees would fall 
and thus allow sunlight to penetrate the 
forest, generating essential growth in an 
otherwise "dead zone." In addition to 
the added sunlight, the falling tree 
would create a new nutrient and bio- 
mass base at the forest floor, helping to 
regenerate life thanks to the newly lib- 
erated sunlight. 

As an added bonus, the affected 
forest would become a less profitable 
venture for the company, as well as 
being a less comfortable area in which 
to cut (from the logger's standpoint). 
This could thus help prevent the com- 
panies from ever going in the first place. 
— From BC, Canada 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


A Story That Stands Like a Dam: Glen Canyon and 
the Struggle for the Soul of the West 

by Russel Martin. Henry Holt, 1991. 354pp., paperback. $12.95 


Reviewed by Michael Robinson 

There is only one lie in this 
alternately serpentine and cascad- 
ing flow of words: the title. Russell 
Martin's newly-reissued 1989 his- 
tory of the murder of Glen Canyon, 
though monumental, does not 
stand like a dam; it flows like a river: 
rapidly, sonorously, like a Canyon 
wren whose ever-deeper toned 
notes shift imperceptibly into the 
muffled roar of distant rapids, then 
into the choking cacophany of a 
Caterpillar engine's frightful labor. 
The subtitle of the book, however, is 
honest. For through the personali- 
ties of the dozens of human charac- 
ters, as well as through the person- 


filming and production of the 
movie that portrayed the Colorado 
as the River Jordan, the river in 
which Jesus was baptised. And yet, 
an adolescent religiosity gripped 
this multitude in their task of build- 
ing the dam that would "reclaim" 
the site that so resembled the Holy 
Land. 

But the greatest lesson we can 
learn from the destruction of the 
largest wilderness then alive in the 
lower forty-eight is the sovereignity 
of substance over symbolism. The 
organized environmental groups of 
the nation strenously lobbied for 
damming Glen Canyon as an alter- 





A swv 4 


Skywater 

by Melinda Worth Popham. 

Copyright 1990, published by Ballatine Books, 243 pages. 


Reviewed by Karen DeBraal 


ality of Glen Canyon herself, Mar- 
tin illustrates that the second major 
dam on the Colorado took on a 
symbolic resonance for both pro 
and anti-river forces that dwarfed 
the import of Hoover Dam — the 
first great blow at the River, over 
thirty years older. 

For symbolism, this epic trag- 
edy sported human ironies rivalling 
the mysteries of the great Rio Colo- 
rado herself. In 1962, six years after 
dam construction started and a year 
before the Bureau of Reclamation 
closed the gates and the river started 
to die, a Hollywod movie crew 
chose Glen Canyon as the site for 
filming "The Greatest Story Ever 
Told." Not the story of the dam 
buidling, this movie was about 
Jesus, and the director decided that 
"the canyonlands country some- 
how felt more like the ancient Holy 
Land must have felt than did the 
contemporary countries in what 
once was ancient Palestine." Three 
thousand residents of newly-con- 
structed Page, Arizona joined in the 


native to dam in Dinosaur National 
Monument. For the Sierra Club, the 
Wilderness Society and the Isaac 
Walton league, the principle of pro- 
tecting designated Park Service land 
took priority over protecting an 
area never before widely acclaimed. 
They got what they wanted, a dam 
in Glen canyon and none in the 
National Monument. The belated 
realization of the import of this 
tragedy changed David Brower's 
life, changed the agenda and style 
of the environmental movement, 
and ultimately led to today's ada- 
mantine resolve not to lose another 
"place nobody knew." Martin's 
story stands with Marc Reisner's 
Cadillac Desert as a necessity in un- 
derstanding why most of our desert 
has been lost. And who knows, if we 
taste through this book the bitter 
blood of the once-great Red River, 
maybe we can save what is left, 
maybe we can stop the final sched- 
uled blow at the upstream San Juan 
River and its La Plata ("the silver") 
and Animas ("life") tributaries. 


My dad, a high-school English 
teacher, frequently hands me a box 
of books he's read and I've learned 
to respect his off-hand comments 
on which books are good. "You'll 
like this one, it's incredible — good 
story on coyotes," he tersely re- 
marked upon pulling Skywater by 
Melinda Worth Popham out of the 
box. After reading it, I'd say that is a 
fine summation. 

The novel follows the lives of a 
pack of coyotes and an old couple, 
all of them living way out in the 
Sonoran desert. Popham weaves in 
the horrifying methods of coyote 
eradication, pressures on wildlife 
caused by water poisoned from cop- 
per mine tailings, and the effects on 
wildlife of roads and military prov- 
ing grounds. The methods of coyote 
eradication described have been or 
cue currently in use. The interac- 
tions and behavior of the coyotes 
are based on fact and gleaned from 
various individuals and books. 
Popham also makes use of factual 
information concerning wildlife 


as the Yuma Military Proving 
Grounds, encounters with slob 
trappers and federal animal control 
officers. Only three of them reach 
the ocean, the Skywater of their 
dreams. They find it undrinkable, 
the place of spirits. One of the little 
pack swims to an island he sees in 
Skywater, his disillusionment giv- 
ing birth to a new quest. Brand X 
and Chieko decide to go back home 
as Brand X sees a dead fish and is 
reminded of a fossil fish imbedded 
in the rock of his den. Once home, 
they find the stone fish moved. 
Albert tells them he moved it to use 
as a tombstone for Hallie's grave, as 
she always wanted to see the ocean 
but never did. He says it is a 
souvenier for her. Brand X licks it, 
tasting the salt of Albert's tears and 
he thinks of Skywater, spiritwater. 

I thoroughly enjoyed this 
story. It goes beyond allegory into 
reality: the coyotes and the old 
couple face daunting and often ter- 
rifying obstacles in their journies. It 
made me cry with the rage borne of 



and military testing procedures 
followed at Yuma Proving Grounds. 
In the vein of Watership Down by 
Richard Adams, the novel is seen 
mainly from the vantage point of 
the coyotes, detailing their lives and 
struggles. Chapters and sections are 
also seen through the eyes of the 
eccentric old couple, whose lives are 
deeply connected to that of the 
coyotes living by them. Popham 
writes directly, clearly, with humor 
and deep compassion. 

The storyline is an epic adven- 
ture with experiences bordering on 
the mystical. It begins with the old 
couple, Hallie and Albert Durham, 
dumping a sack of turds in their 
well, which has been fouled by 
abandoned copper mine tailings.- 
They are giving a message to their 
wild animal friends that the water 
isn't fit to drink. Brand X, their 
favorite coyote (they name all the 
animals after commercial products) 
and the protangonist of the story, 
watches and realizes that he must 
now deal with scant water cources. 
He decides to seek Skywater, a place 
where all coyotes long to be, where 
the water is as vast as the sky. It is an 
ancestral, spiritual place. As he 
howls his intentions, the six other 
coyotes in the area hear and decide 
to go with him. 

Their journey takes them 
through harrowing obstacles such 


injustice and abysmal sadness. 
What begins as a quest ends with a 
question and I was inspired by the 
way the various characters dealt 
with this. An interesting aspect of 
the story is the role that Coyote 
plays in the human psyche, from 
the Native American to that of Old 
Europe. Coyote is more than just a 
trickster. . . Coyote goes deep, arous- 
ing feelings of mystery and awe. 
Popham's coyotes are grounded in 
reality but they are no less inspiring 
for it. This is a story for anyone who 
can identify with difficult journies, 
coyote or otherwise, and the insight 
that can be gained from them. It is 
entertaining, educational, and 
could even motivate the 
uninitiated into protecting wildlife 
and wilderness. And as a firmly 
avowed bunny-hugger from hell, 
who loves nothing better than a 
great animal story', I say check it out! 
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^ Trinkets 6r Snake Oil 

Get Yer Red Hot Snake Oil Here! 


In these dark days of Recession and Industrial Collapse, help prop up the failing Capitalis 
consuming (Buy!) lots of our amazing, wacky merchandise. Buy bright, shiny things! Buy! Buy!! 
the Season for Baubles, Bangles, and Bumperstickers. Everything you Buy from us supports t 
environmental reporting of the Earth First! journal. All your holiday shopping needs can be met wit 


pages: (Buy!) a cap for Grandma, Ecodefense for Dad, music for Ma and T-shirts for all. Remember, ord 
early to beat the rush; allow five weeks for delivery. 

Helpful Holiday Hint: Our Bumperstickers and Agitators make dandy Stocking Stuffers! 
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TOOLS 

The late John Zaelit's powerful impression 
of wilderness defense both old and new. 
Monkeywrench and stone club crossed. 
$10. Black design on blue in S only. Black 
design on natural, organic all sizes. 

"It's safer to wear this shirt inside out. Besides, 
that way 1 get to see it." — BIKINI 
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Trout. Purple ink on teal (bright turquoise) 
all sizes or wild orchid (purple) S & XL. Also 
in size Small fuschia (hot pink). 

"It's a great way to pick up Earth Muffyns!” 

— RHUBARB 


AMERICAN CANYON FROG 
Roger Candee's popular and masculine 
American Canyon Frog (Croakus abyssus 
pistoffus) in a very colorful 4-color design 
on a grey shirt. In small only. $12 
"When I wanna get lucky I wear my Canyon 
Frog shirt; it never fails!" — BYKER CHYCK 
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BUY! 


AMERICAN WILDERNESS - LCNE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 

MOTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB 
A full-color mother grizzly and cub against 
the rising sun on a light blue shirt. 
"American Wilderness — Love It Or Leave It 
Alone" slogan. Art by Susan Van Rooy. 
Short sleeved $10 or long sleeved $13 in S 
& M only. 

"I see the Goddess manifested in that bear. 
Wear the shirt and feel your inner bear-cub 
come out and play." — THE STAYFREE 
KAREBEAR 


LOVE IT OR 
1 £ave it aloi 


LONG-SLEEVED T-SHIRTS 


cool-weather wear, we offer two of our t-shirt designs on 
^-sleeved 100% cotton shirts, with colors and patterns 
nbed in T-shirt listing. ON SALE while they last. 
OTHER GRIZZLY AND CUB $ 13 postpaid. (No size Large.) 
DEFEND THE WILDERNESS $ 12 postpaid. 
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NON-CAMO CAPS 


For you non-militaristic types out there, 
we have a non-camouflage cap — the 
fist and "Earth First!" in black ink on a 
tan cotton cap with a cloth back. One 
size fits all. $8 postpaid 


laseball caps in 
istable tabs so 
st logo and the 
re printed in 


Journal staffers way rad in spiffy n>" 


Groovy Earth First! Sounds 


BUY! 



BUY! 


Austin Lounge Lizards "Creatures From 
the Black Saloon" 

Marvelous country satire, superbly pro- 
duced. Includes smash songs such as: 
Saguaro; Pflugerville; Anahuac (with Jerry 
Jeff Walker); Kool-Wbip; Chester Woolah; 
Hot Tubs of Tears; Old & Fat & Drunk; The 
Car Hank Died In; and much more. $9. 

Austin Lounge Lizards "Highway Cafe of 
the Damned" 

The Lizards drop to new depths with their 
second tape featuring the title song; 
Comhusker Refugee; Industrial Strength 
Tranquilizer; Wendell The Uncola Man; Acid 
Rain; I’ll Just Have One Beer; Dallas, Texas; 
The Ballad of Ronald Reagan; When Drunks 
Go Bad; Jalapeno Maria; Get A Haircut, Dad; 
The Chester Nimitz Oriental Garden Waltz. 
$9. 


BUY! 
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BUY! 


Citizen's Band "A Pocketful of Rocks" 
There is no other group of musicians quite 
like Citizen's Band. Their music is hilarious, 
politically correct and performed with great 
talent. This tape includes: Guru Blues, Red 
Scare, Lyin' Scream, Act Like a Man, Fat Girls, 
Don't Stop, Did Jesus Have a Baby Sister?, Bi- 
Coastal Grandma, Yuppie National Anthem, 
Red Emma. $10. 

Citizen's Band "Smash the State" 

The latest tape from those great musicians 
from Olympia continues in their amazing 
tradition of original music performed with 
unique talent. The full title of this tape is 
"Smash the State and Have a Good Day”, and 
includes many of the songs enjoyed at the 
northwest rendezvous: Step Right Up, 
Perestroika, News From El Salvador, Green- 
house Effect, Draglines, Bullshit, Bourgeois 
La La Law, Gas Wars, Wolf Song, Industrial 
Strength Tranquilizers, Red Emma. 510. 


Darryl Chemey "I Had To Be Bom This 
Century" 

Darryl is a singin’ fool and organizing dy- 
namo who has taken the North California 
Coast by storm and earned the eternal en- 
mity of Charlie Hurwitz and MAXXAM. His 
first smash album includes: Earth Firstl; 
Where Are We Gonna Work When The Trees 
Are Gone?; Chernobyl Blues; My Stereo 
Comes From Japan; It's CAMP; Eel River 
Flood Of '86; Give 'Em Hell, Sally Bell; Big 
Mountain Will Not Fall; Dave Foreman 
Called On The Ice Age This Year; Mosquito 
Party; and morel Liner notes with words 
included. $9. 

Darryl Chemey "They Sure Don't Make 
Hippies Like They Used Tot" 

At long last, Darryl took time out from his 
many blockade and demonstration gigs to 
record some of his latest radical tunes. Be- 
sides the title song, this has: Xerox The 
Money; Board of Forestry Song; Potter Valley 
Mill; Earth First! Maid; You Can't Clearcut 
Your Way To Heaven; Free The Dead; We're 
All Dead Ducks; Ballad of Don Hodel; 
Knocking on Extinction's Door; Ballad of the 
Lonesome Tree Spiker; Stop the War; Run- 
ning For My Life; Where's Bosco?; Spike A 
Tree For Jesus; This Monkeywrench of Mine. 
Includes lyric sheet (complete with chord 
notations) and a classic burning 'dozer cover. 
$9. 

Darryl Chemey "Timber" 

Darryl's latest, with Judi Bari and George 
Shook, features old favorites like Earth Firstl, 
Where Are We Gonna Work When The Trees 
Are Gone?, Which Side Are You On? and You 
Can't Clearcut Your Way To Heaven and new 
songs like Earth Night Action, Arizona Power 
Lines, Who Bombed Judi Bari?, L-P and 
more. Liner notes with words included. $10 



Dakota Sid ". . . For The Birds" 

You've enjoyed the heart-stirring songs of 
Dakota Sid at the Round River Rendezvous. 
Now you can purchase his cassette featuring 
For the Birds, Eagle Song, High Flyin' Tune, 
Endangered Stranger, The Condor at the 
Western Gate, Rutinin' with the Moon (Owl 
Song), and Hawks & Eagles. Thisone'sforthe 
birds — and all you bird lovers, too. $10. 



.FOR THE BIRDS 


Alice DiMicele "Make a Change" 

Alice DiMicele has a beautiful voice. Her 
songs celebrate life. In this, her first album, 
she sings the title song as well as: Wise Old 
Woman, Song For Leonard Peltier, Water's 
Melody, Let It Rain, Dismantle, In a Gentle 
Way, Surface of the Water, Celebrate the 
Rain. $10 

Alice DiMicele "It's a Miracle" 

More Alice, beautifully written songs from 
one of Oregon’s most talented musicians. 
Includes title song plus: All or Nothing, Or- 
ange Moon Silver Fire, Not for Sale, Woke up 
Crying, The God in You, First Snow, Julie's 
Song, Like I Know Me, The Beaver Song, The 
Prettiest Jewel. $10 

Alice DiMicele "Too Controversial" 

Alice DiMicele's newest album contains 
more of her great music in her lovely voice. 
She sings the title song and: American 
Dream, I Won't Say Goodbye, Georgie Boy 
Blues, Everybody NeedstobeFree,TheWater 
is Wide, If I was a Wolf, Naomi, New Moon, 
Missing You. 




Alice Oi -Mkele 

IT’S A 
MIRACLE 
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Lone Wolf Circles "Wild Ones" 

Lone Wolf's enchanted lyrics woven 
through the traditions of Rock, African, Fla- 
menco, North America, and the Mideast — A 
pan-tribal prayer for the Sacred Earth. $10 

Lone Wolf Circles "Full Circle” 

A poetic journey into the artist's magical 
world, set to the music of man and the music 
of nature. A return to awareness and sensi- 
tivity, to our wild and true selves, alive and 
free. Gary Snyder says, "Full Circle is a 
surprising experience; archaic, fresh, future; 
wild, refined, all at once. Which should be 
no surprise — that’s how the real world is — 
my respects to Lone Wolf Circles." 27 poems 
for $10. 

Lone Wolf Circles "Tierra Primera" 
live recordings of the Deep Ecology Medi- 
cine Show featuring Wolf's primal poetry 
backed by a variety of musicians. Well en- 
gineered, this tape captures the spirit of a 
road show and makes you want to go out and 
do something. $10. 
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Greg Keeler "Songs of Fishing, Sheep and 
Guns in Montana” 

Greg Keeler’s marvelously satiric first album 
pokes fun at everything worth poking fun at 
in the West. Includes: Ballad of Billy Mon- 
tana, 1 Don't Waltz (And She Don't 
Rock'n'Roll), Drinkin' My Blues Away, Miles 
City Buckin' Horse Sale, Latter Day Worm 
Fisherman, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Montana 
Cowboy, Cold Dead Fingers, Last Great 
American Cookout, 1 Call My Mama Papa, 
Good Morning Sailor, Make Bucks Get Rich, 
Roll On Missouri. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" 
Greg's encore and just as biting. Includes 
Little Bitty Bugs, There'll Come A Revolu- 
tion, Talking Sweet Bye & Bye, Facilitators 
From The Sky, Talking Interface Blues, Old 
Friends And Lovers, Big Budget Woman, 
Church Bells, Ski Yellowstone, Idaho, Death 
Valley Days, Dark Clouds. $9. 


Katie Lee "Colorado River Songs" 

Katie writes, "In the late '50s and early '60s, 
protesting anything the Wreck-the-Nation- 
Bureau did to our rivers was like putting out 
a forest fire with an eyedropper. Nobody was 
listening. The fact that NOW the Barry 
Goldwater and Stewart Udall types are 'sorry' 
doesn't make me feel one bit better — their 
gross mistake is still my sorrow. GLEN CAN- 
YON IS GONE and will stay gone until 
someone blows up that heinous dam or the 
great old Colorado gets mad enough to kick 
its ass downstream. Most of these songs were 
written before, and in protest of, those life- 
killing plugs and have survived to be added 
to, re-arranged and parodied by river run- 
ners. A few are new. They are LOVE SONGS 
to a truncated Grand and to those glorious 
canyons over whose bones the 
unenlightened multitudes race on a freeway 
of stagnant water.” $10. 

Katie Lee "Fenced!" 

Twelve new songs about the old West, writ- 
ten in the folk tradition. These songs remind 
us of some of the things we should try to keep 
from slipping away. Includes: Wreck-The- 
Nation Bureau Song; Bert Loper; Ridin’ 
Down The Canyon; Fenced; and others. 60 
minute cassette. $10. 

Katie Lee "Love's Little Sisters" 

17 heart-tugging, poignant, yet tasteful bal- 
lads about the souls, lives and loves of 
women who made The West and its men! 
Includes: House of the Rising Sun; The Sisters 
of the Cross of Shame; The Hooker (written 
by Tom Paxton); Casey's Last Ride (written 
by Kris Kristofferson); The Flower of Virginia 
City Fire Company; and more. $10. 

Dana Lyons "Our State is a Dumpsite" 

A short but powerful cassette by W ashington 
State environmental singer/songwriter Dana 
Lyons. Includes title song, The Company's 
Been Good to Me, The Stars Will Always 
Move, and Drying Tears. $6. 

Dana Lyons "Animal" 

Dana's long-awaited second tape is finally 
out. For anyone who has heard him at a RRR, 
you know he's one of the finest musicians 
and songwriters in the country. For those of 
you who haven't heard him yet, you’ll just 
have to buy this tape. Includes: RV, Building 
One In My City, I Am An Animal, I Saw His 
Body, Music Off The Moonlight, Timebomb, 
The Tree, OEO, When Will The Work Be 
Done, and others. $11. 



Greg Keeler "Bad Science Fiction" 

Keeler returns with an all new album: Bad 
Science Fiction, Cow College Calypso, Do 
Not Ask, Montana Banana Belt Cowboy, 
Nuclear Waste Blues, Is The Ouzle Stupid?, If 
Bears Could Whistle, Nuclear Dioxin Queen, 
What'sLeft OfTheWest, Ode To Rough Fish, 
Take Me Back, Duct Tape Psalm, Modem 
Problems Dancing. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Post-Modem Blues" 
Ohmigod, he's back. Includes: P-U-B-L-I-C 
1 L-A-N-D-S, Post-Modern Romance, Swiss 
Army Beatitudes, Rain Forest Rider, Give Us 
Fiber, Ryegate Montana Testicle Festival, 



Kelly Cranston "For the Kalmiopsis” 
Wilderness activist Kelly Cranston escaped 
from the hinterlands of New Mexico with a a 
love of the land, a wicked sense of humor and 
a keen eye for Amurrican culture. After 
honing his music beside countless camp- 
fires, he finally put some on tape. Besides the 
title song, this includes Dragonfly, Country 
Song, Public Lands, The Greenhouse Effect 
(The American Response), Northern Pines, 
Free the Wolf, All of Stone, You Bet!, and 
Wisdom of Growing Older. $9. 
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Lament of the Laundromat, Lady Please 
Drive Me Back To Oklahoma 'Fore I'm 
Driven To Tears, and others. $9. 

Greg Keeler "Enquiring Minds" 

From the man who wrote the world’s only 
space-age lubricant polka comes a new col- 
lection of enlightened nonsense for the '90s. 
This Mirth First! production is a must for any 
non-serious Earth lover. Includes: An Excuse 
to Go Drinkin’, House Husband Blues, 
Darlin’ I’m Sorry, Suckin' Up to the Status 
Quo, Bozeman MT, Kinder Gentler Song, 
Mount Graham Sam, Waddell's Grant Song, 
Forest Circus, Endorphin High, It's a Baby, 
Planet of Morons, Nothing Happened. $9. 


Bill Oliver "Texas Oasis" 

Bill Oliver's first inspiring, witty and rol- 
licking album. Includes: Texas Oasis; Pretty 
Paper, Pretty Trees; If Cans Were Nickels; 
Shopping Maul; Village Creek; Holes; Snail 
Darter March; River Libber; Have to Have a 
Habitat; and lots morel $9. 

Bill Oliver & Friends "Better Things To Do” 
Bill Oliver has rearranged his fine "Better 
Things To Do” cassette with the addition of 
several new songs including Turtle Island; 
Champ! (with the Austin Lounge Lizards); 
and Rio Grande Valley. Also includes Muir 
Power To You; Better Things To Do; Get 
Along Litter Dogies (with Jerry Jeff Walker); 
Pine Away Pine Bark Beetle; Grand Canyon 
Rendezvous (by Glen Waldeck); When I 
Look Into The Skv: and more. S9. 

/concerned SINGLES NEWSLETTErN 

' links compatible singles who care about * 
the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership, 
i All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 
V Box 555-B, Stockbridge, MA 01262. 7 

WILLOW RIVER WILDERNESS SCHOOL 
Teaching survival skills in harmony with 
nature, will be having 2 special weekend 
classes in Tucson this winter. Details: 

PO Box 177, St. Croix Falls WI 54024. 


100% RECYCLED PAPER! 


SAMPLER KIT: Everything for 
home & office -from copy paper 
to paper towels - only SI 1 .95 ppd. 

W> (800)323-2811 H 

Free Catalog ol more than 77 products. 1 
P.0. Box 39096 Baltimore, MD 21212 


Atlantic 
Recycled 
Paper Co. 
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Lartfi first! OLigfiSrozv Literature 


WILDERNESS ON THE ROCKS By Howie Wolke, Foreword by Ed Abbey. 
The most incisive critique of the conservation movement and federal land 
management agencies yet penned. This book demands reading from all 
who presume to fight for the Earth, whether they work with The Nature 
Earth First! Wolke dissects the failure of the big national 


O Savage Reader, it is our fondest wish to provide you with 
nothing but the finest books for your edification and amusement. 

While our literary collection is yet small, it is choice, and we pray it shall 
soon expand. Suggestions and book reviews highly appreciated. Conservancy or 

conservation groups to promote an ecological wilderness system and he 
discusses how government agencies like the US Forest Service do the bidding 
of timber companies, cattle ranchers, and oil companies. Wolke finishes 
ECODEFENSE A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching Edited by Dave with a proposal for a true ecological wilderness system. Paperback, 246 
Foreman and Bill Haywood, Foreward! by Edward Abbey. ECODEFENSE is pages, $15. j 

the most controversial conservation book ever written. With the accerlating — 

destruction of wilderness and the failure of "legitimate" means to halt the Qy 

destruction, not to mention the crackdown by authorities against 

monkeywrenching, ECODEFENSE is needed as never before. The book / 

features detailed, field-tested hints from experts on safety and securin', - ■%$/ 

decommissioning heavy equipment, hassling overgrazers, felling bill- 

boards, and much, much more! HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED, paperback, 311|^^ ■ ' 


THE EARTH FIRST! READER Ten Years of Radical Environmentalism 
Edited by John Davis, Foreword by Dave Foreman. Despite the offensive 
foreward, this collection includes ten years of hard-hitting words by more 
than forty of the best environmental writers of the decade. Excerpted from 
Earth First! Journals of yore, the book contains writings on Actions, Deep 
Ecology, and Land Use Conflicts, among other relevant subjects. Paperback, 
272 pages, $14.95. jdPL 
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THE EARTH FIRST! LI'L GREEN SONGBOOK 78 terrific Earth First! songs 
by Johnny Sagebrush, Cecelia Ostrow, Bill Oliver, Greg Keeler, Walkin Jim 
Stoltz, and others from Australia and America. Guitar chords are included 
with most songs. An absolute must for every true-green EF'.er. Sing along 
with our minstrels or play the songs yourself. $5. 


More cool music 


Scotty Johnson "Century of Fools" 

Scotty is a folk singer/activist from the heart 
of Arizona whose passion and humor shine 
through this, his first tape. He has played at 
the last several RRRs. His music for the Mt. 
Graham warriors has kept spirits high during 
many long nights by the campfire. He also 
makes a mean garlic sandwich. Besides the 
title song, thisincludes: Spirit Lives, Watcher 
from the Sky, Wisdom from the Seventh 
Generation, Island in the Sky, Running from 
the Wind, One with the Earth, The Walls, 
Ghost Dance, and Mom's Playalong. $10. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Spirit Is Still On The 
Run" 

Walkin' Jim's deep voice and wildemess- 


Cecelia Ostrow "All Life Is Equal" 

Cecelia has one of the most beautiful voices 
in music today. The lyrics and music to her 
songs are haunting and profound. Includes: 
Sweet Oregon Home; Water; Wild Things; 
Forest Song; Oh California; Dark Time; You 
Were There For Me; and more. $8.50. 

Cecelia Ostrow "Warrior of the Earth" 
Here's a new taste of Cecelia's gently piercing 
voice and Earth-sensitive lyrics. Includesthe 
title song, along with: The Blockade Song; 
Chicago; Eagle Creek; American Pacific 
Northwest; Bird Song; You've Got The 
Power; Idaho; My Soul Is Dancing; Love 
Song; The Day The Forest Died; In the Moun- 
tains; I Know A Tree. S9. 



OniyOne Earthi 


VOICES Of THE 
NEW ECOLOGY 


JOAWf RAW 
[HOME 


Joanne Rand "Home" 

Joanne was the surprise hit of last year's 
Rendezvous, with an amazingly powerful 


inspired lyrics will send shivers up your spine 
and launch a howl in your heart. Includes: 
All Along the Great Divide; Lone Lion Runs; 
Followin' the Rainbow Trail; Yellowstone 
Tales; Sweetwater; and more. $11. 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "Forever Wild" 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz has walked 15,000 miles 
across the wilds of the West. These songs 
were written in the wilderness and are sung 
with his incredibly deep and resonant voice. 
Jim's second album includes: The Brand New 
Grand Canyon Suite, The River Song, Just A 
Part of the Sky, Let Me Listen To The Wind, 
Wolf Song, Old Cisco, Follow’ Your Heart, I 
Walk With The Old Ones, Green and 
Growing, Forever Wild. Includes liner notes. 
$ 11 . 

Walkin’ Jim Stoltz "Listen to the Earth" 
Walkin Jim has put out another classic, full 
of Earth-music. His passionate lyrics and 
deep voice put you straight out into the 
wilderness, or remind you of why you should 
go. Includes: River Runnin' Through It, 
Listen To The Earth, Man Of The Mountains, 
I'm Goin’ Back To Idaho, Montana Moon In 
The Pines, The Sacred Buffalo, and more. 
$ 11 . 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz "A Kid for the Wild" 
With this, Walkin' Jim has put his remark- 
able voice to work for the little folks. This is 
a tape full of kids’ songs about wilderness and 
wild things, big and small. Besides the title 
song, this includes: Manfred the Mopey 
Moose, Slugs & Bugs, River Run, It Ain't Easy 
Bein’ An OT Grizzly Bear, If I Were A Tree, 
Come Walk With Me, You Don't Need Ears 
To Listen, Wild Things Need Wild Places, 
Pika Pika, Whole Earth Harmony. $11. 


John Seed, Bahloo & Friends "Earth First!" 
From Australia, John has done more to 
launch the global rainforest movement than 
has any other single person and has become 
one of the leading developers of the Deep 
Ecology philosophy. His first album of 
Aussie music includes: Extinction, Handful 
Of Timber, Ballad Of Mt. Nardi, The Water 
Song, Tonka Toys, Solomon Island, Killing 
Of The Trees, The Future Is In Our Hands, 
and more. $9. 

John Seed "Deep Ecology" 

John's second tape combines his words and 
music with those of many others, such as 
Dakota Sid, Greg Keeler, Dana Lyons, Lone 
Wolf Circles, and Bahloo. Includes: Invo- 
cation, Animal Sp irits. Expanding Universe, 
Earth First!, Magic Fore st. Subvert the 
Dominant Paradigm, Make Bucks, Burning 
Times, Gaia Meditation, I Am An Animal, 
Earth Am I, The Rainforest Within, Tribes- 
men of Penan, Angel of Sunshine, Leave It In 
The Ground, and Everyone Is Everyone. $10. 

Jon Sirkis "The Wild West" 

J on showed up on our doorstep recently with 
another tape of his socially conscious folk- 
rock tunes. This high-quality production 
might be mistaken for a product of the cor- 
porate music offices in L.A. if you missed the 
words. With compassion and wit, he exposes 
the American Dream and pokes fun at both 
liberal and conservative know-nothings 
while making pleasant bouncy music. In- 
cludes: Solar Kills, In Jamaica, Roseville Fair, 
The Wild West, Think For Yourself, New 
Morality, and Aztlan. $9. 


Glen Waldeck "Wreckin' Ball Waldeck" 
Longtime star of the campfire circuit and 
frequent accompanist to Bill Oliver (his hu- 
mor makes Bill look like a straight man, a real 
accomplishment), Glen has finally put out a 
tape of his own stuff. And it's about time — 
we nearly wore out the bootleg copy we got 
for the office. Includes: With My Friends, 
Tulsa Rag, N.O.L.A., Inspired By You, It's 
Apparent, Every Dog Has Its Day, Them 
People, Sign of the Times, Yellowstone or 
Bussed, Wreckin’ Ball. $10. 
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voice reminiscent of Joni Mitchell's early 
days. Another great find from the Pacific 
Northwest. Includes: I’ll Be Washed Away, 
Eyes T ike Salmon, Home, Blood Red, Way- 
farer, Radiation On My Windshield, Banks of 
Time, Nobody Lays A Hand On Me, and 
Thanks. $10. 


Joanne Rand "Choosing Sides" 

In her second tape, Joanne delves into the 
emotional side of our environmental crisis. 
Among others, this tape features the song 
Koyaanisquatsi, which should be a theme 
song for our decade. Also includes: Always 
Be Warm, Gotta Give All You Have, Privi- 
leged Class, Last Flicker of Light, Georgia, 
Antarctica, Our Children's Children, 


Choosing Sides, I Love It, and Remember Me. 



irious "Only One Earth" 
ter years of requests, we're glad to finally 
fer a real sampler tape, with powerful ac- 
dst songs from 14 contemporary eco-mu- 1 
dans. If you don’t know these folks, here's 
nice introduction. This tape has studio 
cordings of: Ken Lonnquist - Waking Up; 

11 Oliver - In These Ancient Trees; Fred 
nail . Heart of the Appaloosa; Cecelia 
strow - W arrior of the Earth; Kelly Cranston 
(right Ocean Waters; Alice DiMicele - Julie's 
mg; Scotty Johnson - Century of Fools; 
ana Lyons - Animal; Joanne Rand -j 
ayannisquatsi; Ned Mudd - Living on Bor- 
iwed Time; Greg Keeler - Manly Men; Da- 
na Sid Clifford - We Want the Whole Thing 
ick; Walkin' Jim Stoltz - Forever Wild; Su- 
n Grace Stoltz - The Love We Carry Within, i 


Rainforest Information Centre "Night- 
cap" 

An outstanding one hour long documentary 
of the successful defense of the Nightcap 
Rainforest in Australia in 1979. One half 


music including "Take Your Bulldozers 
Away," "Tonka Toys," and other great Aus- 
tralian environmental songs. The rest of the 



tape is live action recording from the 
blockade. $10. 


The Wallys "Rainforest Roadshow '89" 
After years of playing second fiddle to John 
Seed, the Wallys recorded a tape of their own. 
If you've seen them at the Rendezvous, you 
know these cocky kids can match any of our 
established old fart musicians for energy, 
commitment, and clever lyrics! Imagine an 
environmentally concerned garage band 
from the Au stralian rainforest and y ou ' ve got 
the Wallys. Includes: Once Upon A Planet, 
Lay Down Your Whopper, Planetary Flag, 
That's Auker, Expanding Un, verse, Tonka 
Toys, Use It Up, Apeman, Leave It In The 
Ground. $10. 


The sign the freddies 
burned at Fairview 
is available now as a t-shirt 
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bUck on white 100% cotton US made 
$12.00 each ppd 
Send to AAW 

Rt. 1 Box 311, Brookport, IL 62910 
proceeds benefit Biodiversity 
Project's Midwestern Insurgency. 











SILENT AGITATORS 

Fun to stick anywhere — bar bathrooms, Freddie offices, trail 
registers . . . wherever the evil ones need to know that we are 
about and watching. 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 

Green EF! fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth" in red ink. 1 5/8 inch diameter circles. 30 
for $1.25 postpaid. 

"TOOLS" 

The late John Zaelit's Monkeywrench and Warclub design is back by 
popular demand. Brown design with "Earth First!" in green on 1 5/ 

8 inch diameter white circles. 30 for $1.25 postpaid. 

Coora la Anti-Earth COORS 

Spread the word on these villains. Black words on green stickers 
and it tastes awriu 2x3 inch rectangles. 10 for $1.25 postpaid. <” — 
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BOYCOTT COORS 


WINDOW STICKERS 


EARTH FIRST! FIST Green EF! fist with the words "EARTH FIRST! No compro- 
mise in Defense of Mother Earth" in green on a 3 inch diameter white vinyl 
circle. 4 for $1 postpaid. 

NO COWS Cow and barbed wire in black with "universal no" red slash and 
circle. Words: Free Our Public Lands! Stop Destructive Welfare Ranching 
Public Lands Livestock Grazing. 3 inch diameter white vinyl circle. 6 for $1 

postpaid. •vm 
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?^fEARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

• . 

Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, P0B 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please 
use a subscription form when sending in a subscription. 
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MY PREGNANCY: ANOTHER DEADLY 

" '*°i Tt/AtTAp SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE 

EARTH FIRST! O FOR SITS MI....I. MT SSSSS 


T-shirt Sizes XL L M 

Colors Ecru Teal Coral Grey 

$11 postpaid from Arizona EF!, P O. Box 3412, 
Tucson, AZ, 85722 


Trinket Description 


Color 


Size 


Amount 
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USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't 
need as much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, 
decentralized and have low overhead. Moreover, you get to select where 
your hard-earned money goes. Don't send your contributions to this 
newspaper, send them directly to one of these hard working groups: 
‘Earth First! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
(Contributions to the EF! Foundation earmarked for the Biodiversity 
Project are tax-deductible.) 

‘Earth First! Foundation, POB 1683 Corvallis, OR 97339 
(Contributions to the Foundation are tax-deductible.) 

‘Earth First! Direct Action Fund, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
‘Earth First! Oceans Task Force, POB 77551, SF, CA 94107-7551 
‘Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 
‘Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
‘Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
‘Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 
‘Big Bend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
‘Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
‘Ecotopia Earth First!, POB 34, Garberville, CA 95440 
‘Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 
‘Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 
‘Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquer., NM 87195 
‘Lakes Area Earth First!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 
‘Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
‘Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 
‘New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
‘Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, POB 51A, Bondville, VT 05340 
‘Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
‘Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
‘Southern Willamette Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
‘Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
‘Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
‘Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
‘Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! 
movement. THANK YOU for your support! 
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MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are tilled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Rt 2 Box 16. Warrens, WI 54666 



SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-compromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fttnd 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 


Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 300 for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or Ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 


long-sleeved Kvywf ! 
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Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 


Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First ! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 

Name 


Address 
Citv 


. State - 


_?iJL 


The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an' alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that 
James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. . _ 

► • #•••••••••••• • *.« • •••••• •••••••••••• 


The Earth First! Directory lists the 
contact points for the international 
Earth First! movement. It is divided 
into four sections: 1) EF! project 
offices around the planet; 2) 
international contacts; 3) active 
north american EF! chapters or 
groups; and 4) contact persons where 
there is as yet no active EF! group. If 
you are interested in becoming active 
with the Earth First! movement, reach 
the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical 
Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth Firstlers around the 
world. This directory is provided as a 
service to independent EF! groups. If 
you would like to be listed as a 
contact or as a group, or have address 
changes or corrections, contact Earth 
First!, Box 5176, Missoula, MT 59806, 
406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLETTERS: Addresses 
marked with a "*" produce either an 
Earth First! newsletter or regular 
mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their 
newsletter or otherwise be on their 
mailing list. 
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ALASKA 
Alaska EFI 
Wally World 
Michael l ewis 
POB 670647 
Chugiak, AK 99567 
(907) 688-5619 

VANCOUVER ISLAND 
Western Canada EFI 
POB 6491 Depot 1 
Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 
CANADA 

Olympic Peninsula EFI 

Die Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwoot EFI 
POB 10147 
Olympia, WA 98502 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
Boreal Owl 
Box 1053 

Kamloops, BC V2C 6112 
CANADA 
Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 

CANADA 

(604) 688-SEAL 


NORTH AMERICA EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 

• denotes local contact * group publishes newsletter 


WILD ROCKIES 


WASHINGTON 
Shuksan EFI 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EFI /Washington EFI 
Earth First I Bulletin 
George Draffan 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 


EF! PROJECTS 

EFI Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
Carmageddon/Ban the Car Campaign| 
c/o EFI United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
EFI Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, C A 945 16 
(510) 376-732 9, FAX 631-7958 
EFI Eco-Videographe/EGRand 
EFI Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
EFI Foundation 
POB 1683 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
EFI Grizzly Bear Task Force 
Grizzly Bear Bulletin 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAPI 
Box 2981 

Santa Cruz, CA 95063 
Earth First! journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
EFI Oceans Task Force 
POB 77551 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7551 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFI Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 


HAWAII 

•Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031 

Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 


OREGON 

Stumptown EFI POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 284-5849 
Southern Willamette EFI 
POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
•Kalmiopsis EFI POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 


CALIFORNIA 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 
Bay Area EFI * 

Bay Area Hotline (415) 949-0575 
Karen Pickett 
POB 83 

Canyon, CA 94515 
(510) 376-7329 
San Francisco EFI 
POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 

Santa Cruz EFI 
Karen DeBraal 
POB 344 

Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Santa Monica EFI 

2401 Lincoln Blvd. 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(213) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 

Cypress, CA 90630 


Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 883-3814 
Yellowstone EFI 
Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 


•Chico EFI 
POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EFI 
J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EFI 
POB 73771 
Davis, CA 95617 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
(408) 289-1646 
Los Angeles EFI 
POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Orange County EFI 
POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
•Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 


POB 361 

MIDWEST HEADWATERS 

Midwi’st 1 lend waters EFI News 

Republic, WA 99166 

lakes Area EFI 

Madison EFI 

•I.A.O.T. 

POB 202 

Sherwood T. Urtle 

POB 1360 

Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 

POB 14691 

Priest River, ID 83856 

(218) 829-6917 

Madison, Wl 537 14 

(208) 448-2504 


(608) 258-8534 

North Fork EF! 

Minnesota EFI 

Hank Bmse 

POB 271 

Heather O'Meara 

235 Travis Drive 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 

Box 7448 

Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54494 

Wild Rockies EF! 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(715) 423-5636 

Wilii Rockies Review 

(612) 825-6284 

Chicago EF! 

Milton Slummer 


POB 6424 

POB 7891 

Tallgrass Prairie EFI 

Evanston, IL 60204 

Missoula, MT 59807 

Hal Rowe 

Paul Rechten 

(406) 728-5733 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 

7405 Shields Rd. 

•Sam Lyman 

Iowa City, IA 52246 

Harvard, IL 60033 

Moscow Ecology Center 

POB 9232 

(319) 354-6674 

(815) 943-4178 


ECOTOPIA 

EF! Redwood Action Team 


POB 208 

Ft. Bragg EF! 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 

Tom Cahill (707) 964-0802 

(707) 923-4122 

Anna Marie Stenberg 961-0302 

Wild Earth Firstl 

POB 632 

Darryl Chemey 

Ft. Bragg, Ecotopia 95437 

Box 34 

Ukiah EFI 

Garberville, Ecotopia 95440 

Ecotopia EFI Newsletter 

(707) 468-1660 

Betty Ball 

Laytonville EF! 

106 West Standley 

POB 372 

Ukiah, Ecotopia 95482 

Laytonville, Ecotopia 95454 

(707) 468-1660 

(707) 984-8263 

Sonoma County EFI 

Willits EFI 

Pam Davis 

Judi Bari, Naomi Wagner 

POB 7544 

POB 656 

Santa Rosa, Ecotopia 95407 

Willits, Ecotopia 95490 

(707) 523-1229 

(707) 468-1660 


COLORADO 
Walkabout 
POB 1166 

Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 

1 141 Emerson St. 

Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 831-6093 
Wilderness Defensel 
POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Huerfano Valley EFI 
POB 663 

Redwing, CO 81066 

GREAT BASIN 

Wild Utah EF (pron. WOOFI) 

POB 510442 
Salt Lake City, UT 84151 
Great Basin EFI 
Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 

NEW MEXICO 
Northern NM EFI 
Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(SOS) 758-5550 
•Hawk POB 661 

Angel Fire, NM 87710 
New Mexico EFI 
Act Like an Earthquake I 
Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Project 
POB 1283S 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
ARIZONA 

•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Phoenix EFI 
Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 

Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
AZEFI Newsletter 
Tucson EFI 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 

MEXICO CITY 
Joe Keenan 

'• Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico D.F. 


IOWA and NEBRASKA 
Old Cedar and Prairie Rose EFI 


ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, 1L 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EFI 
Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphys boro, IL 62966 
(618)684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
Brookport, IL 62910 
MISSOURI 
Missouri EFI 
POB 189 

Pacific, MO 63069 
•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 681 JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
•Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 
TEXAS 

Llano Estacado EFI* 

PO Box 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
•William Larson 

9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512)342-2520 
East Texas EFI* 

Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(713) 592-7664 
EFI Austin 
P O.Box 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 
EFI Out There 
POB 1214 

College Station, TX 77841 


ONI ARID 
EFI Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station K 
Ottawa, ONTK1SSII8 
CANADA 
MICHIGAN 
•Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313)831-6800 

OHIO 

Black Swamp EFI 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, 011 43604 
Ohio Valley EFI 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
POB 21017 

Cincinnati, 011 45221 
•Clint Holley III 
28410 S. Bridge Cir 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 
KENTUCKY 
•Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 
WEST VIRGINIA 
National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 
VIRGINIA/DC 
Virginia/DC EFI 
Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EFI 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
Box 309 

Nellysfotd, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVA EFI 
2303 JPA 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands EFI * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Earth Liberation Front/EFI 
The Dragon 
POB 171 

Alexander, NC 28701 
GEORGIA 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 





FLORIDA 
Big Bend EFI * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 

Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 
Florida EFI 
Wirrgruss 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
•Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 
Fort Pierce, a 34982 


QUEBEC 
EFT Montreal 

B.P 42048 C.P. J- Malice 
Montreal, Quebec II2W-2T3 
CANADA 


PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) * 
Buck Young 
Box 52A 

Bondville, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic 
Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
lancaster, Nil 03584 
(603) 788-2918 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticut! Valley EFI 
POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
21 Green St 

Sommerville, MA 02143 
(617) 628-2233 
•Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 597-6165 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allemong Bioregion EFI 

Alleinong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

Box 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
•Dave llafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
•Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 
•Scott Thiele 

R.D. #4 237-A Elk Lake 

Montrose, PA 18801 

(717) 278-1396, (607)724-8454 

MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EFI 
Ron Huber 
POB 184 

Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
•Leonard J. Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301) 367-8855 
•Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 
(301) 596-3978 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston EFI 
Joseph Allawos 
99 St. Philip St. #107 
Charleston, SC 29403 


Canebrake EFI 
The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 34684-0706 
Big Cypress EFI 

1938 Hollywood Blvd ., 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EFI * 

c/o Maria Quintana 
POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 


/ i 
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MAINE 
Maine Ell 

Gary lawless /Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. 

Bninswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 
VERMONT 

Biodiversity l.ilieration Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 
Vermont EFI 

Mike Zwikelmaicr 
POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 
Erik Sohlberg (802)439-6266 
NEW YORK 
Finger Lakes EFI 
Black Wolf 
POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 
Two Rivers Bioregion EFI 
Kurt Nelson 
225 Bevier St. 

Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion EFI 
Snaggletoolh 
1 125 Phoenix Ave. 

Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518) 374-6592 
•Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 
1 61 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 

Long Island EFI 
PO Box 812 
Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 


INTERNATIONAL 
EF! DIRECTORY 

Earth Firstl United Kingdom 
(contact for all UK groups) 
Jason Torrance 
9 Cazenove Rd. 

London N16 6PA UK 
Tel (44) 81 806 1561 
Tel (44) 81 806 5226 
E-mail gnltorrance 
Earth Firstl Germany 
Jan Ebert 
Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
GERMANY 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala 
POLAND 
Anand Skaria 
P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

Tel. 009-484-25435 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368 

Llsmore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel 066-21-85-05 
Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 
Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EFI 
GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne VIC 3001 
AUSTRAL 
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By Rod Coronado 

Crawling up to the guard fence 
surrounding the mink barns, I 
wiped the dew from my camera lens 
and began filming the 300 cats at 
Fraser Fur Farms in Ronan, Mon- 
tana. Lynx and bobcats that have 
been live-trapped in the Bitterroot 
Mountains, spend everyday pacing 
the narrow length of their prisons 
while the very mountains of their 
ancestral homelands lie visible be- 
yond the wire. 

Only after nine months of in- 
filtrating the fur ranching commu- 
nity had I gained the trust of ranch- 
ers that allowed me to witness the 
atrocities I observed last December. 
What began as a simple quest for 
video and photographic documen- 
tation slowly turned into an investi- 
gation of this grey area of animal 
and earth abuse. 

After having been arrested for 
smashing up fur shops in 
Vancouver, I decided to trade in my 
wrist-rocket and paint-bombs for a 
video and 35mm camera. With so 
little evidence available about fur 
ranching, I decided that more could 
be done to destroy the industry 
with film than with bricks... at least 
for now. 

So began what became an 
eleven month investigation of fur 
ranching. Since the Spring of 1990, 
several other Earth Firstlers and I 
have traveled across the country 
documenting conditions of fur 
ranches. 

Mink, which are naturally 
aquatic and fiercely territorial, with 
a range of more than ten miles 
when free, are forced to spend their 
short lives in cages 16 inches by 20 
inches. For fox, also natural roam- 
ers, cells tend to be three feet by four 
feet, if they're lucky. Bobcats and 
lynx are forced into a wire box five 
feet square. 

Virtually no laws exist grant- 
ing protection to fur ranch prison- 
ers. Wildlife protection regulations 
do not apply to captive-bred fur 
animals. Even though the Conven- 
tion on International Trade in En- 
dangered Species recognizes the 
threatened status of American wild 
cats, states such as Montana allow 
bobcats and lynx to be raised and 
trapped for fur. It is quite likely that 
more fur animals, such as mink, 
exist on fur ranches than in the 
wilderness. 

Once wild populations of fur 
animals reached a level of economic 
extinction, the fur industry con- 
centrated on captive breeding as a 
source to satisfy the demand for fur. 
In the 1930s the discovery of mu- 
tations was made, allowing humans 
to produce the color phase most in 
demand by the fashion industry. 


This was the opening of a new age, 
as the fur industry was able to take a 
greater role in the destruction of 
nature by taking animals from the 
wild and turning them into fur- 
producing machines. 

Then, in the early eighties 
came the mink crisis, and with it the 
bankruptcy of fur ranches as supply 
outgrew demand. The success of 
anti-fur forces also greatly affected 
an already shrinking consumer de- 
mand. Now the fur industry has 
created a public-relations group, 
the Fur Farm Animal Welfare Coali- 
tion (FFAWC) that serves to con- 
vince the public that fur ranching is 
not only humane but environmen- 
tally sound. What most people fail 
to recognize as the greatest wrong 
with fur ranching is the ecological 
and psychological abuses related to 
domestication of native predator 
species such as bobcat, lynx, fox 
and mink. 

As a final solution to livestock 
predation fears, society has created 
an acceptable role for predators to 
fulfill. Since the beginning of fur 
ranching in the 1920s, the majority 
of biological research into fur ani- 
mals has related to them as fur- 
bearers or as a threat to domestic 
livestock production. 

The psychological torture as- 
sociated with the confinement of 
fur animals, naturally accustomed 
to solitary wanderings is beyond 
our comprehension. On virtually 
every fur farm I visited, I saw ani- 
mals wasting away the hours con- 
tinually trying to escape from their 
cages. Never before have carnivores 
been successfully raised in intensive 
confinement conditions and as a 
result there are many abnormalities 
seen on fur farms that aren't in the 
wild. On top of numerous diseases 
associated with the unsanitary con- 
ditions of crowded cages and ge- 
netic defects from inbreeding, I saw 
psychotic disease as well. Captive 
mink, out of sheer boredom will 
bite their own tails or chew on their 
fur until many die of infections. 
This is a concern to fur farmers be- 
cause it ruins the pelts. 

During the investigation into 
the raising of felines on fur ranches, 
I discovered that most have only 
been in captivity for no more than 
four generations. The wildness is 
alive and well in these prisoners of 
the war on nature. The public is led 
to believed that ranch-raised means 
humanely raised. Take my word for 
it, there is no such thing as a hu- 
mane fur farm. 

With a cover as a potential fur 
rancher, I began to hear stories 
from other ranchers about the kill- 
ing season. For mink, fox and cats 
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this begins on or around Thanksgiv- 
ing. 

One fox rancher I know in 
Butte, Montana simply rigs a hose 
to the exhaust of his all-terrain ve- 
hicle (who says the things are only 
good for destroying the environ- 
ment?) with duct tape and runs it to 
a 3x4 foot box with a door. After 
starting the engine, he fills the box 
with two or three foxes and waits 
until the scratching and barking 
stops. Anyone for a full-length arc- 
tic fox coat? 

Other techniques used to kill 
fox and mink include anal electro- 
cution, neck-breaking, carbon di- 
oxide gassing, crushing. Bobcats 
and lynx are either shot in the head 
at point-blank range with .22 cali- 
ber short bullet or darted with a 
blowgun with an overdose of drugs. 

By December, we had ob- 
tained over 300 photographs and 
over ten hours of videotape of con- 
ditions and killing techniques on 
fur ranches. After convincing Bruce 
Campbell, a fur rancher from 
Lakeside, Montana, of our desire to 
videotape his neck-breaking of 
mink as an instruction aid for us 
budding new fur ranchers, we were 
ready to conclude our field investi- 
gations. 

Then on December 9th, I was 
contacted by Bruce Campbell. Be- 
lieving my cover of being interested 
in starting my own mink ranch, he 
had an offer. With the market in 
decline, he wanted out of the fur 
business. For $6,000, Bruce would 
sell me forty of his best breeder 
mink and all the equipment to start 
a fur ranch. I agreed to the deal. 
Then I thought, if we were to sur- 
render movement money, I wanted 
to be assured it would not be used to 
refill the cages. Bruce had also 
mentioned selling the remainder of 
his mink to other fur ranchers for 
further propagation. I called him 
back to ask if he wanted to sell me all 
his mink, his four bobcats and two 
lynx as well. He agreed to hold off 
any further pelting and instead sell 
me the animals alive. 

Ten days later I pulled up to his 
ranch with a truck to begin the 
liberation. $9,000 had been bor- 


rowed from California Animal De- 
fense and the Anti-Vivisection 
league for the expenses, and I had 
located land to house the animals 
until their release. The first guerilla 
fur ranch rehabilitation project had 
begun. Everything comprising 
Campbell's fur ranch was disas- 
sembled and loaded into our truck. 
Montana Game Farm #2113 was 
out of business. 

With no experience in wildlife 
rehabilitation, I called on a friend of 
mine who has been a rehabilitator 
for eight years. With her assistance 
we would attempt to give every ani- 
mal an opportunity to be what they 
really were; wild animals. The Coa- 
lition Against Fur Farms (CAFF) as 
we now called ourselves, believe 
that the only rightful home for a 
lynx, bobcat or mink is in the North 
American wilderness. No cage is big 
enough to hold the spirits of these 
animals, and despite offers to per- 
manently house them at a sanctu- 
ary, we refused to sanction further 
imprisonment for any reason. 

No regulation, law or guide- 
line would be used to determine 
these animals chance at freedom. If 
they could prove efficiency in hunt- 
ing and were in good health, we 
would give them the liberty they 
had been denied. 

It made little difference 
whether we followed the law or not. 
Already we knew it to be illegal to 
rehabilitate captive-bred animals. 
You could gas, electrocute, crush,' 
shoot, trap or poison them, but re- 
lease them back into the wilderness 
and you are a criminal. In a society 
where it is illegal to protect wildlife, 
we choose to be outlaws. It seemed 
that only the Director of Wildlife 
(an oxymoron) a white man with 
white man's papers, could legally 
determine their fate . His was the 
same agency that legitimizes the 
slaughter of wildlife for sport. No 
regard would be given to the mur- 
derer of my sisters and brothers. 

We also found few supporters \ 
in the animal right's movement. 

The issue of live-feeding meant no 
help from animal-ri 

Continued on page 12 
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By Allison Slater ' 

An environmental movement 
with no president, no dues, no head- 
quarters in DC, no party line? Like 
many people, I suppose, the social 
anarchic tribe vision of Earth First! 
drew me to it as much as the nature 
defense stance. I had enough of huge 
organizations proclaiming their desire 
to make change and yet mirroring so- 
ciety, accepting much of the dominant 
paradigm; hierarchies that put words 
into the mouths of their mostly pas- 
sive, dues-paying membership. 

Earth First'.ers, so I believed, are 
not members, but activists, drawn to- 
gether in the belief that the destruction 
of nature has to end now. Everything 
else, I assumed, is up for debate. We 
don't have to agree with each other. 
We don't even have to like each other. 

Over the past few months, work- 
ing on the journal in Missoula, I have 
read letters and answered phone calls 
from people who said they are "quit- 
ting" Earth First! because they don't 
like something they read in the jour- 
nal. Some animal rights activists don't 
want to read about shooting cows. The 
"Havdukes" don't want to think about 
feminist issues. People don't want to 
see cartoons that offend them or read 
articles that reflect values other than 
their own. They seem to want the very 
party line that I (and, I imagine, many 
others) joined EF! to escape. And so 
they "quit." 

1 wonder, first of all, what it 
means to "quit" Earth First! Does it 
only mean not reading the journal 
anymore? If so, they are mistakenly 
equating a subscription to the journal 

Earth First? 

By Sprout 

Being an editor on the journal this 
issue, I have been both slightly amused 
and extremely disgusted at people's 
various reactions to an article in the 
previous issue entitled "A Hunting We 
Will Go." Reactions ranged from an 
entire section of the contact list 
"quitting," to the more rational ap- 
proach of individuals drafting letters 
expressing their views in order to fur- 
ther continue communication and 
discussion. 

But by far the most extreme re- 
sponse was that which occurred at the 
southern Oregon No Thanksgiving 
gathering. There, during a discussion 
of the journal, individuals considered 
establishing a "journal policy." I real- 
ized a group of 20 or so folks couldn't 
seriously establish policy for an entire 
movement. Yet the more I considered 
the reasons behind such strong reac- 
tions, the more outraged I became. 
Why were people so deeply disturbed 
at a single article which, in a rather off- 
hand way, mentioned the idea of 
shooting hunters? 

In the past few issues of the Jour- 
nal, the topic of shooting cows has 
arisen on several occasions, with mild 
reaction on both sides of the fence. So, 
•'^viously isn't the use of guns which 


with membership. A person can 
be an Earth First! er and never read 
the journal, never go to a ren- 
dezvous, never own a shirt with a 
fist on it. 

I doubt any of the people 
who have announced that they 
"quit" will stop being activists or 
will suddenly decide to join the 
Sierra Club. So the resignations 
are simply public statements that 


tame, faint-hearted, boring news- 
letter. The opposition is pissed olff^ 
anyway. We can't bend over back- ' 
wards to appease them. All the 
members of the collective that 
decided to print that article (of 
which I was a part) are activists, 
also in the field and also in dan- 
ger. I don't feel that a hunter or 
logger is going to react based on 
an article in the journal. We can't! 


they don't want to read anything ^convince them that we're not a I 
they disagree with. 43 threat to them, because we are. 

The fears that motivate <L. I don't want to see the 
people to react so violently to^ journal define itself a narrow 
certain opinions and factions | mandate of what's acceptable to 
within EF! are justified. Radical i print, either by excluding any 
movements throughout history, u reference to violence (especially 
as they have gained any power or / humorous ones) or by excluding 
influence, have either become'^ issues some people claim are irrel- 
mainstream and compromised <jS evant, such as sexism and racism. 

t-hoir nr Q£»i-7£»r1 nnwt'r''^* Part nf fho nrnhlpm T Vwa. 


their values, or have seized power 
violently and adopted the same 
oppressive paradigm as the pre- 
vious regime. 

Some people are also afraid' 
even though there has been nc 
serious discussion of military 
tactics, that satirical reference to 
violence will be used in a media 
smear campaign against u^ Some 
people are afraid that the article 
printed in the last issue," A Hunt- 
ing We Will Go”, will cause a 
backlash and endanger activists, I 
think using that as criteria for 
what to print and not print in the 
journal is tying our hands behind 
our back. Censoring articles to 
prevent pissing off the opposition 
could turn the journal into a 


offended people, nor was it the 
idea of killing cows, as this has 
been discussed as a viable tactic 
for quite some time. It could only 
be one thing, therefore, which 
would create such fear and 

jigg er.. .shooting human e 

J^/Yet, support within oum 
movement for shootin g hum ans . 
is nothing mew TTIdoubt there is 
arnj opposition to anti-poa ching 


v mals. Friends of Animals (FOA), a 1 
^mainstream animal rights group, 
even gives them vehicles to sup- 
port these activities. So why are 
things so different here? Perhaps 
it's that, historically, shooting 
people of color has always been 
accepted and even encouraged. 
...something to seriously con- 
sider. 

But I see two real possibilities 
to explain people's (over)reaction 
to this article. The most obvious 
is fear of repression. During the 
meeting in S OR, concerns for 
people's safety were brought up 
again and again. One individual 
even went so far as to phone one 
of the editors on that issue, asking 


^ Part of the problem, I be- 
lieve, is that there are different 
^ ideas of the function of the jour- 
^ nal. Some people see it as a forum 
^ for the movemen t to talk to itself, 
y^air dirty laundry, debate, throw 
•\L.out off-the-wall ideas, criticize 
^ ourselves, etc. and we aren't 
^writing it for outsiders who may 
eavesdrop. Others see the journal 
as PR for the movement, to recruit 
new activists, show what won- 
derful things we're doing and 
make public statements of policy. 

I don't see that as a very realistic 
task to place on a rotating staff, or 
an appropriate role for the news- 
paper of such a diverse move-, 
ment. Wp have no official p olicy, # 
continued on page 36 T~ “ 




if she would feel responsible if a ' 
hunt saboteur was shot. Well, at 
(hunt sab has already been inten - , 
pon alIv~~murdered underneath, 
(Re wheels of a hound truck. If 
Jjeople are psychotic enough to 
shoot activists, they're going to 
do it, regardless of a single article 
in the Journal. And if we allow 
our fear to rule not just our ac- 
tions but even our ideas, hasn't 
the state won? They have success- 
fully curtailed the movement 
without even having to directly 
do anything. We are paralyzed, 
our effectiveness stagnated from a 
fear imposed by, to a certain ex- 
tent, the external, but also from 
within our own minds. 

The other reason for such ex- 
treme reaction, one more easily 
denied, is our inherent 
speciesism. so easy to take the 

life of a non-human animaj/ It is 
an accepted part of our culture 
and something our culture is 
based upon and supported by. 
We eat them, wear them, torture 
them in laboratories and "own" 
them. They are the Other. Their 
realities are removed through 

Continued on page 36 
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Corrections 

The following ending was 
inadvertantly left off of Karen Pickett’s 
article, "In Their Own Words" in the 
Samhain issue: 

Foreman continues to distance 
himself from the EF! movement of 
which he was once an integral part. 
Unfortunately he has also been critical 
of the movement and unsupportive of 
the EF! Journal. Although I think his 
assessment of why the FBI attacked him 
and EF! is fairly correct, his public criti- 
cal comments have also been a subject 
of opportunism by those trying to dis- 
rupt the movement. He claims to have 
his own support network and declined 
to comment for this article. 

In Bill McCormick's review of The 
Greening of the Church in the Mabon is- 
sue, Thomas Berry was incorrectly listed 
as the author. In fact, the book was 
written by Sean McDonogh 
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All letters will be printed, unless they are a travesty. We will print a 
representative sample of letters expressing the same views. Contact us if youf 
feel your opinion was not expressed. Type or neatly print and double-space ' 
your letters. Please keep letters brief. Indicate if you wish to remain 
anonymous. Send letters to POB 5176, Missoula MT 59806. The opinions 
expressed here represent only their authors, and are not official positions of the 
Earth First! journal staff or movement. 


Dear Editors: 

1 am announcing that I withdraw 
my support from the new Earth First! 
Journal 

I make this decision reluctantly 
and with sadness. 

I now understand that the new 
Earth First! Journal has become coun- 
terproductive to the deep, long-range 
ecology movement, to authentic 
grassroots activism and to the wilder- 
ness protection, biodiversity move- 
ment. 

I have supported the Earth First! 
Journal in its many reincarnations for 
many years. 

I supported the new Earth First! 
Journal along with Wild Earth after the 
split. 

I have continued to raise many 
thousands of dollars to support the new 
Earth First! Journal channeled through 
the Earth First! Foundation (now the 
Fund for Wild Nature). 

I encouraged people to subscribe 
to the new Earth First! Journal during 
my speaking tours across the continent. 

I had some reservations about the 
direction the editorial collective 
seemed to be taking, but I wanted to 
give the collective the benefit of the 
doubt. 

I no longer have doubts. 

After reading the Mabon, 1991 is- 
sue of the Journal, especially the article 
| entitled " A British Perspective on Green 
| Philosophy" b y-G eorge French (a real 
[name I assume and not a pseudonym by 
a member of the new Earth First! Journal 
collective), I see that the Journal is de- 
structive to the deep, long-range ecol- 
ogy movement. 

If the editorial collective wants to 
engage in character assassination why 
don't you do it directly with your names 
attached rather than hiding behind a 
hired gun from England? 

If you want to spread more 
disinformation then do it under your 
own names, again, not from the poison 
pen of an unknown author. 

If you claim ignorance and say 
that you did not appreciate the intense 
disgust that this article would bring to 
activists in the deep ecology move- 
ment, than you are not competent to 
edit a newspaper which is distributed 
nationally. 

I have requested that the Fund for 
Wild Nature (formerly the Earth First! 
Foundation) cease funding the new 
Earth First! Journal and eliminate the 
^Journal as a project of the Foundation. 

In my opinion the editorial collec- 
tive of the Journal should return the 
most recent donation given by the Fund 
for Wild Nature (formerly the Earth 
First! Foundation) so that those funds 
could be allocated to a grassroots orga- 
nization which is working to protect 
biodiversity, big wilderness and is en- 
gaging in educational efforts. I consider 
it ethical for the editorial collective to 
return the funds, but I do not insist on 
that. 

I have informed potential large 


donors of my concerns and and told 
them that I can no longer recommend 
that they donate to the hew Earth First! 
Journal. 

When asked by students and by 
people in various places where I speak 
what journals I recommend, I will tell 
them to subscribe to newspapers of vari- 
ous grassroots groups listed in the "new 
conservation movement" section in is- 
sue two of Wild Earth. 

I hope that any persons in the 
editorial collective of the new Earth 
First! Journal who are supportive of big 
wilderness, biodiversity, bioregional di- 
versity, grassroots activism will join us 
in the new conservation, deep ecology 
movement. 

_For t he earth first, 
i — BiuTdev? 


note: The PUhd for Wild Nature in toto does 
not concur with Bill Devall's wishes that the EF! 
journal return funds given to it by the Founda- 
tion. Therefore, the journal will keep the cash. 

Dear Folks — 

The Fund for Wild Nature (for- 
merly Earth First! Foundation) board 
has voted to not consider future 
projects requests from the Earth First' 
Journal. The Board do es not wish to 

romise di 


support grou; 
ecological values. _ 

1 his decisim^ is effective upon the 
completion of the current Letter of 
Agreement stipulations between the 
Foundation and the Journal. 

Sincerely, 

— Ed Grumbine, for the Fund for Wild 

NATURE (£ 5 |J - 

Dear Sim, ~ * 

After years of refusing to write any 
more "Cat Tracks" columns for the 
Journal, I want to set the facts straight. 
From one furry woman's point of view: 

^ Kud os t^T Steve MarsdepI Some- 
one finally tells it like it ls. m art effort 
to keep the "high ground" in the fray, 
the real activists of EF! have been biting 
their lip for too long. There never was a 


split down the middle. The movement 
Teft behind its self-inflated “leaders? 7 ' 
their sexist-racist-imperialist attitudes , 
and their attempts to “purify" their 
hoped-for versio n of a monocu ltural. 
monotheistic EF CDave Foreman> him- 
self, back when he was a long-haired 
party animal (I used to roll in the mud 
with that naughty boy), described EF1 as 
an anarchistic tribe. He said anyone 
who "p 11 * the Earth fircr" hp1nrigori- > 'TD 
I touted a non-hierarchical structure, 
then puled strings, manipulated, and 
censored the movement. There were 
never more than a dozen o f his so-calle d 
"re dngcKs tor wilderness." T he front 
lines have always been "manned" by 


disratr 

eged leaders got all 


Vijg calls "hippies . " / Whiie they 
^the work, a lew alleged leaders 
the glory, the high-paying speaking 
engagements, and the multi-page 
spreads in national magazines. Dave 
used to say all decisions were made at 


our rendezvous circles. It was that circle 
that took back our Journal from the 
“true believers," while Dave takes the 
money, computers, back issues, and 
contacts. That the Missoula staff were 
able to borrow the money for equip- 
ment, work out the dynamics of a ro- 
tating staff of activists, make do with the 
reduced mailing list, overcome Dave's 
bad-mouthing in every imaginable 
magazine, and still put out an incred- 
ibly potent EF! Journal is a feat of mi- 
raculous proportion. We can't thank 
them enough. Now anyone can have 
input. It's finally true what the "old" 
Dave said: Anyone, black-red-gay- 
anarcho-ecofem-rainbow-rowdy who 
puts the Earth first, and acts on it, is 

welcome! 

' Wu vvuui l inlillialLd uy’Teftists 

and hippies." We haven't been taken 
overby "humanists." We've integrated 
our critique of the patriarchal system 
, and of social injustice into our under-J 
st anding. It's all connected!! but we 
mow they depend on the continued 
health and evolution of wild ecosys- 


tems. Some people don't recognize the 
oppression of women and the Mother 
Earth go hand in hand. 

In the throws of post Arizona para- 
noia, and anxious to follow Dave's lead, 
some activists here in the East_liave 
disa vow ed the EF! na me/~Tt's hypo- 
'critical to censor the tree spike on the 
i new PAW shirt, then end an article on 
\ PAW/T JSFS with a piny fnr "60-ppnnv 


[nails. "Jit’s hypocritical to take so much 
rrom the movement, then turn your 
back on the name. We've always sup- 
ported not just fellow monkey- 
wrenchers, but those into civil disobe- 
dience or legal appeals. We've worked 
under banners of convenience 
("Bonnie Abzug Feminist Garden Party" 
or "Cathedral Forest Group"), but never j 
disavowed the EF! tribe. 

Only a few of the real activists quit 
and moved on! 95% of the core (read, 
"works 24 hours a day") activists are still 
at it. What we really lost was in the 
perception of the fringe, the paid sub- 
scribers and financial benefactors that 
fund the core's efforts, and swell the 
Continued on page 30 




Earth First! Journal, 
Count Us Out. 




The Earth First! journal is sup- ( 
posed to be the national newspaper of 
the Earth First! movement. In the past, 
we at Ecotopia Earth First! have had 
several disagreements with the Journal 
over some of the things they have 
printed. But this l ast issue goes right off 
he scale for uy it includes an articl? 


that, in thinly veiled language, suggest^ 
tnat we should shoot huntersj Accord- 






ing to journal staff, this article was hand 
delivered by a man who identified 
himself as an ex-CIA agent. The article 
talks at length about what kind of guns 
and ammo to use, and how to destroy 
evidence that could link a bullet to your 
gun. And it gleefully relates an anecdote 
about a mass murderer who dresses as a 
hunter and goes out shooting other 
hunters. 

If this was supposed to be humor, 
we are not laughing. In fact we are 
appalled. In the eleven years of Earth 
Firstl's existence no one from any fac- 
tion has ever advocated such a stupid, 
violent and sociopathic position. What 
possible political agenda could be 
served by publishing such this article? 
We are not even opposed to hunting in 
general, although we do oppose some 
hunting practices, such as helicopter 
shoots and hunting endangered spe- 
cies. And here lies the danger of the 
Journal article. 

The hunt saboteurs are engaged in 
courageous non-violent actions to ac- 
tually stop these practices. In our area 
they have successfully disrupted the 
Tule Elk hunt each year by going out 
with air horns and frightening the elk 
away before the hunters can shoot. 
They are unarmed facing armed hunt- 
ers, and their safety depends on the 
moral authority of knowing that they 
are unarmed. Hunt Sabs have already 
been beaten, captured and left locked in 
a hunting trailer in a remot e wilderness 
area. In England a Hunt Saboteur wa^ 
i-jeven killed . Jig., a hunter sfhe Journal 
article directly endangers the lives of 
these true eco-warriors. 

The Journal also endangers us here 
in the redwood region, where puuaass 
non-viole nt actions have been directly 
responsible tor saving Cahto Wild er- 


down with trucks, lost their jobs, or 
been threatened and harassed. The tim- 
ber companies have a very well fi- 
nanced campaign to try to marginalize 
us and portray us as violent in order to 
incite violence against us. This article in 
the EF! Journal plays right into their 
hands. 

When the Journal moved to 
Montana, we tried to set up an editorial 
structure that would produce a paper 
that represents the EF! movement. We 
have failed at that. The current Journal 
bears little resemblence to the real Earth 
First! movem ent that we are part of. 
rffarth FirstTris opposed to violen ce 
against humans and other living Be 


ings. Th is may be a lark to the Journal 


! 


staff, but for us it is a life and death 
struggle. We are literally putting our 
lives on the line to defend our ecosys 
tern, and we cannot afford the luxury of 
associating with people who either 
don't understand this or don't share our 
views on non-violence. 

For these reasons, Ecotopia Earth 
First! has decided to take the following 
actions: (1) We are immediately with- 
drawing our names from the contact list 
in the Earth First! Journal until such 
time as we can gain some accountability 
and trust of the Journal staff. (2) We are 
mailing this statement directly to the 
other local Earth First! groups, and 
asking t hem to comm unicate with us 
directly/ (3) We are calling for an Earth 
TTrstTactivist conference to decide how 
khe movement can regain control of the 
sfearth First! Journal. 

We are involved in a serious 
struggle for change in our region. At 
great cost we have made progress to- 
wards saving the forest and gained 
credibility in our communities. We 
condemn in the strongest terms pos- 
sible the Earth First! Journal's lack of 
judgement for printing such an inap- 
propriate arid incendiary article. 

ECOTOPIA EARTH FIRST! 


ness and Headwaters Forest, as well as 


making an international issue of the 
destruction of the redwood^. Because of 
these successes, tensions in our area are 
very high, and we are certainly not 
exaggerating to say that lethal force is 
being used against us. There have been 
two assasination attempts on Judi Bari, 
including the car bomb that nearly 
killed her. Dozens of other activists in 
our area have also been punched, 
beaten, shot at, forcibly shaved, run 


Mickey Dulas, Northcoast EF! 

Darryl Cherney, Southern Humboldt 
EF! 

Rick and Cathi Clonginger, Laytonville 
EF! 

Todd Cinemmon, Laytonville EF! 

Judi Bari, Willits EF! 

Naomi Wagner, Willits EF! 

Lynda Aubrey, Mendocino Coast EF! 
Betty Ball Ukiah EF! 

Pam Davis, Sonoma County EF! 
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Oil Giants Stalk Chesapeake Bay 

By Ron Huber 


Not content with ravaging 
other coastlines, Texaco and Exxon 
have cast their evil eyes on the 
Chesapeake Bay region. 

What is emerging in bits and 
pieces is a stealthy campaign to fill 
the coastal plain surrounding 
Chesapeake Bay with suppurating 
oil and gas fields and poisonous 
drilling waste dumps crisscrossed 
with pipelines and industrial high- 
ways. For the benefit of — who else 
? — the oil companies as well as land 
speculators who stand to reap gas 
and oil royalties on whatever gets 
drawn from the ground. Some 
government regulators will get a 
shot at the revolving door into 



corporate salary-dom if they kow- 
tow enough to the rapacious oil- 
men. 

Since 1985, the two compa- 
nies have quietly gained the nec- 
essary permits for running seismo- 
graphic tests throughout 
Maryland's and Virginia's coastal 
plain. Texaco, happy with the re- 
sults, has purchased oil and natural 
gas leases on 65,000 acres of land 
both public and private within 
Maryland so far, as well as 135,000 
acres in Virginia. The government 
claims it has no idea who owns the 
leases. Now they are trying to win 
an okay to begin 'exploratory' 
drilling. 

Tidewater Maryland is a net- 
work of forests, farms and marshes 
interwoven with hundreds of 
brooks, streams and tidal creeks 
that empty into the Chesapeake or 
its tributary rivers. Humans have 
settled in progressive waves since 
before the last ice age, but the area 
has changed little since the 1600s 
in terms of land usage, when En- 
glish kings granted large planta- 
tions to tobacco growers. 

Then in the 1980s came an 
onslaught of developers, as 
babyboom business majors were 
told to 'make their first million ' by 
buying farms and forests and turn- 
ing them into office parks, 
townhouses and subdivisions. 
They set to it with a vengeance, 
growing in political influence as 
they did so, packing county gov- 
ernments with their associates to 
ease rezoning and minimize gov- 
ernmental interference with their 
destructive actions. 

Then came the Texxonoids 
from Hell. Since they first decided 
to plunder the area, the oil giants 
have been busy bending politicians 
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to their will. A law was passed by the 
Maryland General Assembly that 
relieves them of the burden of pay- 
ing any royalties to state or county 
governments. A bill was pushed 
through to permit drilling within 
the 'critical area' (land within 1 ,000 
feet of tidal water), over the strong 
objections of the state Critical Areas 
Commission. 

The state's Water Resources 
Administration announced it 
would follow the federal lead in 
weakening its wetlands protection 
laws, to allow drilling on no-longer 
legally-wetlands. 

Maryland's Dept, of the Envi- 
ronment exempted Texaco from 
state air pollution laws for their 
smog-creating drilling rigs, each 
capable of daily putting out as 
much air pollution as 5,000 cars 
driving 50 miles in a day. This de- 
spite the fact that commuter 
swarms invading coastal Maryland 
habitat and establishing sub-divi- 
sion style settlements have raised 
the ammount of airborne pollution 
in large areas to levels that exceed 
EPA limits. 

Department of Natural Re- 
sources (DNR) wildlife officials 
pronounced the degradation of 
habitat for dozens of plant and 
animal species acceptable; state 
tidewater biostitutes gave the nod 
to possible fouling of spawnhomes 
of migrating striped bass, menha- 
den, alewives, herring, eels and 
shad in the lower reaches of Pope's 
Creek, a three and a half mile long 

stream that rises in the land Texaco 
proposes to drill on and empties 
into the tidal Potomac shortly be- 
fore it reaches the Bay. 

Popes Creek's lower reaches, 
lush with tidal marshes, are pro- 
tected by state regulation as a 
Natural Heritage Area. Its middle 
reaches are surrounded by 
"Nontidal Wetlands of Special State 
Concern." Texaco is leasing a large 
part of the upper 
reaches. 

Opposition 

The biggest 
con servation 
group in Mary- 
land, the Chesa- 
peake Bay Foun- 
dation, after first 
being a compro- 
mising player in 
the debate and 
helping draft 
guidelines to 
regulate oil and 
gas drilling, is be- 
latedly taking a 
stronger public 
position in op- 
position to the 
plan, after criti- 
cism from Earth First! and other 
grassroots activists. Activists, de- 
spite extreme reluctance by the 
press to cover the issue, have been 
hounding the politicians, regula- 
tors and biostitutes as they try to 
pave the way for Texaco and its 
allies. 

At the final public hearing on 
whether or not to issue Texaco its 
drilling permit, 45 anti-drilling ac- 
tivists showed up, much to the 
surprise of the Texxonoids, who 
had hoped to have a quiet 
affirmation of their plan by staging 


the public hearing at a fire station 
far out in the boonies. Not a single 
voice in favor of the proposed 
drilling was raised as Earth Firstlers, 
Sierra clubbers, students and plain 
old pissed off locals demanded that 
the state government deny Texaco 
permission to drill. Who, they 
asked, owned the leases? Which 
politicians were being bought off? A 
pack of oil company reps, men and 
women alike clad in charcoal suits, 
gaped in shock and surprise as per- 
son after person denounced their 
scheme. 

A week later 30 students and 
Earth Firstlers demonstrated in 
front of the MD Department of 
Natural Resources in opposition to 
the drilling plan. We then trooped 
into the building, accompanied by 
anxious flacks and nightstick 
clutching cops, and took the stair- 
way up to the headman's office. 

When we reached it, Torrey 
Brown's office was blockaded by a 
wall of his assistants and police, so 
we confronted his lieutenants in 
the hallway outside it instead. The 
state regulators held to the 
'Nuremberg Defense' line: just fol- 
lowing orders and regulations! 
Don't like what we are doing? 
Change the regs. We demanded to 
know the ownership of the oil and 
gas leases. Don't know, they said. 
Ask Texaco. Had the regulators 
recieved any gratuities from 

Texaco? Well, er yes. Free 

lunches. More than one? Uh huh. 
They began sweating in front of the 

reporters from the Annapolis daily 
paper and the University of Mary- 
land paper. 

The demonstrators were pas- 
sionate and well informed, but the 
government types had experience 
in double speak, which finally 
settled into repetitive evasion. We 
left after ordering copies of useful 
files. 


Strategy 

The enemy has had the initial 
advantage of surprise. Texxon 
managed to keep its plans out of the 
media, including dates and times of 
public hearings. Nearly all the nec- 
essary permits had been gained by 
the time activists got wind of the 
plan. The oil companies clearly 
hope to gain final permits on the 
first Maryland well and use it as a 
precedent for blanket authorization 
for hundreds or thousands of other 
wells. Once they drill 'exploratory' 
wells, they will achieve 'momen- 


tum': Can't stop us now. We've in- 
vested millions of dollars into the 
project. Politicians regrettably tend 
to buy such nonsense. 

The Chesapeake EF! plan of 
defense involves a layered strategy. 
Suspicion is being sown via radio 
talk shows, letters to ed and CB 
chatter that state politicians and 
bureaucrats have been buying up 
land with oil and gas potential; ca- 
sual conversations with state legis- 
lators' lower echelon staffers on the 
corruption question to send whis- 
pers throughout the Statehouse; 
demonstrators marching in to bu- 
reaucrats offices; letters to the gov- 
ernor demanding to know whether 
he's got a personal stake in drilling. 

At the same time, Greenpeace- 
furnished information detailing 
the extraordinary array of cancers 
and other disorders linked to 
coastal drilling is being dissemi- 
nated. Should Maryland become a 
cancer sink like Louisiana? 

Appeals are also being made to 
isolationist sentiment. Despite re- 
cent interstate invasions, much of 
southern Maryland is populated 
with rural people still speaking with 
a touch o' the King's English. They 
resent the intrusion of 
suburbanoids with their faceless 
housing tracts and daily rush hour 
traffic jams. The oil companies are 
yet another demon come to ruin 
"Su'Mellin," as they pronounce it. 
Legal 

Texaco's biostitute prepared 
an Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment riddled with flaws. The plan is 
to take them to court and require 
the Federates to perform an Envi- 
ronmental Assessment of their 
own, followed by an EIS. This 
should take years, and will also 
make it clear that exploratory oil 
drilling cannot be looked at in isola- 
tion from the impacts of actually 
extracting oil and gas, and that the 
ecological impacts of the hundreds 
or even thousands of wells that will 
follow successful exploration must 
also be taken into account. 

Earth First! is also pressing for 
full disclosure of oil lease owner- 
ship. If any pertinent regulators 
have an economic stake in further- 
ing oil and gas drilling, we will call 
the whole process 'tainted' and thus 
null and void. Ditto for state legisla- 
tors. 

Direct Action It appears the press 
will ignore the issue unless there' 
some ritual violence^like CD, or 
othef-pIfysicaTopposition to the oil 

companies. So it goes 

What You Can Do: If you have ever 
fought the oil companies drilling 
plans, please send us info on your 
successes and failures. What works, 
what doesn't. Remember: this is 
ONSHORE drilling, not offshore, 
and mostly on private lands, al- 
though some may be on state con- 
trolled lands. 

Write to Governor William Donald 
Schaefer, Statehouse, Annapolis, 
MD 21401 

Tell him that turning coastal Mary- 
land into an oil field is one of the 
worst things he can allow. No royal- 
ties will accrue the state and no jobs 
for local residents(Texaco is import- 

Contmued next page 




Aerial Coyote 
slaughter may 
resume 

The adaptability of cunning 
and clever Coyote is again being put 
to the test by the forces of control 
and greed. 

In Utah's Mt. Naomi Wilder- 
ness, aerial gunning of coyotes may 
resume. The practice was halted last 
January by representatives of the 
government, the livestock industry 
and the Utah Wilderness Assoc. 
However, one sheep rancher, Dean 
Selman, who grazes his sheep in the 
Mt. Naomi Wilderness, appealed 
the decision. Predictably, FS Chief 
F. Dale Robertson overturned the 
decision. Robertson, in an absurd 
twist of logic, said if the FS wants to 
ban aerial gunning, officials must 
first prepare an environmental 
study of predator control in Mt. 
Naomi, taking into account im- 
pacts on the grazing industry as well 
as the wilderness. The EA is due out 
this winter. 

For information regarding the 
USDA's Animal Damage Control 
(ADC) predator "control" program, 
contact the Predator Project, POB 
6733, Bozeman, MT 59771-6733, 
(406) 585-9607. 

— Source: High Country News 

Continued from previous page 

ing its own crews from out of state). 
Oil and gas extraction is inimical to 
his professed goal of cleaning up the 
Bay. He can stop it, if he has the 
vision and the courage. 

Hit the media, i.e. talkradio, 
letters to the editor and other ways 
of pushing the issue into the public 
eye. 

Send $ for fuel phone and fliers 
to Chesapeake EF! ,POB 184, Chesa- 
peake Bch, MD 20732. Help us do 
battle ! 

Late News 

Texaco's plan has come under 
attack from six members of Con- 
gress. Led by Tom McMillen 
(D.MD), the group of representa- 
tives from Maryland, Virginia and 
Washington DC urged Texaco to 
cancel the project, saying that the 
potential for harm to the Chesa- 
peake makes oil and gas exploration 
in the region "unacceptable. "The 
representatives that signed a letter 
to the Texaco Board Chairman A.C 
DeCrane Jr. are :McMillen, Steny 
Hoyer(D.MD), Connie 
Morella(R.MD.), Wayne GilChrest 
(R.MD.), James Moran (D.VA.), and 
Elanor Holmes Norton (D. Wash- 
ington DC). 

They warned Texaco that the 
Chesapeake Bay, unlike Prince Wil- 
liam Sound in Alaska, site of the 
Valdez disaster, does not flush pol- 
lutants readily out into ocean wa- 
ters. 

A spokesman for Texaco, Joe 
Kelly, said the oil company is "con- 
fident that we can safeguard the 
environment and pose very little 
risk." 

It is important that YOU call or 
write these congressfolk and thank 
them for their stand. Tell them to 
keep up the pressure. Contact other 
regional congTessfolk and senators 
and tell them to put pressure on 
Texaco to abandon its plans. 


USFWS 


Fat is in the Fire 


nates as "C-2" species, 1,300 to 
1,800 will qualify for listing. Thus, 
at current rates of listing, it will take 
from 38 to 48 years for the USFWS to 
list just those species now estimated to 
qualify for protection under the ESA. 
Says Jasper Carlton, Director of the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation, 
"while people worry about the loss 
of species in the tropics, we face an 
enormous biological crisis at home 
in the United States — and the Bush 
Administration is thwarting imple- 
mentation of conservation laws in- 
tended to protect natural diversity. " 
The Biodiversity Legal Foundation 
estimates that there are 6,000 bio- 
logically threatened or endangered 
vertebrate, invertebrate and plant 
species in the United States. 

Assessing this impending eco- 
logical crisis in 1990, the Inspector 
General flatly concluded that the 
USFWS has "not effectively imple- 
mented a domestic endangered 
species program...." The inspector 
general reported that during the past 
ten years, as many as 17 plant and 1 7 
animal species formerly classified as 
C-l or C-2 species are now considered 
to be extinct. The Inspector General 
concluded that "the length of time 
[it will take the USFWS] to list and 
protect endangered species is not 
indicative of the 'expeditious 
progress' specified in the Act and 
could likely result in additional ex- 
tinction of certain plants and ani- 
mals." 

In concluding his report, the 
Inspector General said that the 
USFWS could improve its species 
protection performance by employ- 
ing "maximum usage of 
multispecies listings" or by "listing 
en masse all plants and animals it 


currently believes warant official 
listing as endangered or threat- 
ened." Carlton and the Fund for 
Animals concur with those 
recomendations, but also denlbnd 
that the USFWS revamp its priori- 
ties and ask Congress for more 
support for listing activities; for in- 
stance, the USFWS presently spends 
$192 milion on its sport fishing 
restoration program — more than 
60 times the amount spent on list- 
ing activities. Joining Carlton and 
the Fund in the filing of the 60 day 
formal notice to commence suit 
under the ESA were grassroots 
activitsts Mitch Friedman, Keith 
Hammer, Joanne Duffy, Edward W. 
Mudd, Jr., Dave Hogan, Anne 
Peterman, Andrew Weisburd and 
Julia Fonseca. All of these dedicated 
activists have worked diligently for 
the protection of rare and endan- 
gered speices in their respective 
bioregions. 

This is the first broad-based, 
national legal action demanding 
that the US Department of Interior 
accelerate its listing process under 
the ESA commensurate with species 
and ecosystem needs for protec- 
tion. 

What you can do: Please support 
this cutting-edge legal action in 
defense of natural divesity by 
sending a financial contribution to 
the Biodivesity Legal Foundation, 
POB 18327, Boulder, CO 80308- 
8327. 



Seen In Oregon 


by The Biodiversity Legal Founda- 
tion 

Relying on a damning 1990 
report on the Endangered Species 
program by the Department of the 
Interior's own Inspector General, 
Jasper Carlton, the Fund for Ani- 
mals, and eight grassroots conser- 
vation activists — each having 
worked to protect species from ex- 
tinction — provided their notice of 
intent on November fourth to sue 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) for its failure to protect 
hundreds, if not thousands, of bio- 
logically threatened and endan- 
gered species undei the provisions 
of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). The activists charge that the 
USFWS's failure to adequately 
implement the ESA has already 
doomed dozens of species and will 
doom hundreds of others to ex- 
tinction if the agency's policies are 
not substantially altered. 

Under the provisions of the 
ESA, the USFWS has a responsibility 
to list imperiled species as threat- 
ened or endangered "solely on the 
basis of the best scientific and 
commercial data." Once a species is 
listed as threatened or endangered, 
the USFWS must prevent their 
"taking," designate "critical habi- 
tat" for them, develop recovery 
plans for their conservation, and 
consult with other federal agencies 
whose activities might jeopardize 
their viability. 

Currently, the USFWS only 
lists approximately 620 species as 
threatened or endangered in the 
United States. There are 600 addi- 
tional species ("C-l" species) that, 
according to the USFWS itself, war- 
rant immediate listing and protec- 
tion. Also according to the USFWS 
staff, of the 3,000 species it desig- 


Wolves 


By Karen Lowe 

In the past two years, there 
have been 22 wolf sightings in the 
Rogue River National Forest in 
Southern Oregon. One of these 
sightings is especially credible, as it 
was made by a U.S. Forest Service 
wildlife biologist who saw a wolf on 
a deer kill. 

The wildlife biologists of the 
Rogue River National Forest have 
been unable to convince their su- 
periors that these animals are wild 
wolves and not released captive 
animals. But as time passes and 
more information is gathered, more 
support is given to the theory that 
these animals are a surviving rem- 
nant of the original wolf popula- 
tion, thought to have been wiped 
out in the latel940's. 

Our goal is to further docu- 
ment the existence of a wild wolf 
population in the Rogue River Na- 
tional Forest. We hope to increase 
public awareness that the wolves 
are out there, that their existence 
has not yet been officially ac- 
knowledged by either the U.S. For- 
est Service or the U.S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service, and that they could 


therefore be wiped out in the next 
few months before we know any- 
thing about these endangered 
animals. 

We propose to conduct a 45- 
day field survey in the area of 
known wolf sightings. The Forest 
Service is providing access to the 
information they have accumu- 
lated thus far. Our trackers, sea- 
soned by wolf studies in Glacier 
National Park, hope to find the trail 
of the wolves and follow the tracks 
for days at a time. By tracking the 
wolves from a distance, we hope to 
estimate their numbers, identify 
crucial areas which they are using, 
and the number and types of kills 
they are making. With this infor- 
mation, we can persuade the ap- 
propriate agencies to take steps to 
protect this endangered popula- 
tion. 

We must act now. 

The first snows will fall in mid- 
November. It is crucial that we be 
on the ground, ready to track, when 
the snow falls, as the wolves and 
their prey will be on the move at this 
time. 


And we need your help. 

In contrast to many wildlife 
studies which eat up huge research 
grants, we propose to fund this 
important survey with only $4,000 
in donations. It's a small price to 
pay to ensure that the forests of 
Oregon will continue to echo with 
the magical howl of the wolf. 

For further information, or to 
make a tax-deductible donation 
(payable to Northcoast Environ- 
mental Center - Project HOWL), 
contact Scott Sway, 125 West Fifth 
Street, Eureka, CA 95501, (707) 445- 
1711, FAX: (707) 445-0781, Or 
email to Karen Lowe at 
<emeraldcgn>. 

A note to all you eco-groovy 
musicians: we plan to stage a ben- 
efit for Project HOWL sometime in 
November. Please contact us to 
lend us your talents.... 

Owwwwwrnoooooooooooooooooooo! 
— Karen 
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Maryland Activists Fight for Second-Growth State Forests 


By Glen Besa, Forestry Committee 
Chair, Sierra Club - PotomacChapter 
By virtue of their size and eco- 
logical significance, the National 
Forests have been the primary 
battleground between forest activ- 
ists, logging interests and forest 
administrators. But many states 
also have extensive public forest 
holdings. In Maryland, a very small 
state with no National Forests, our 
struggles to preserve Maryland's 
State Forests have mirrored much of 
what has been happening across the 
country. 

The state forests of western 
Maryland, like much of the Appa- 
lachian forests, consist of second 
growth stands which have come 
back quite nicely after 100 years or 
so of benign neglect. Now that the 
timber is reaching commercial ma- 
turity, the local timber industry is 
anxious to log these public lands 
and the state forest administrators 
have been only too willing to oblige 
them. 

One significant factor that 
both the industry and administra- 
tors have exploited to justify log- 
ging our state forests is the gypsy 
moth infestation which has been 
with us in Maryland for the past 
decade. Using isolated examples 
where the gypsy moth damage has 
been particularly severe, loggers 
and administrators reason that all 
that timber will go to waste if it is 
not logged before the gypsy moths 
kill the trees. And of course by 
logging these forests, the foresters 
maintain (without any scientific 
basis) that a more vigorous, gypsy 
moth resistant forest will grow 
back. 

While the gypsy moth is a most 
unwelcome pest, this exotic of Eu- 
ropean origin has been extending 
its range from New England for the 
past 100 years and we are not about 
to eradicate it. Still, as it expands 
into new areas in advance of its 
natural predators, the pesticide 
manufacturers and the forest ad- 
ministrators do their best to alarm 
the public and justify their "man- 


By Robert "Bob" Bobiguanni 

Like awakening from an erotic 
dream into .an unpleasant reality, 
my comrades and I found ourselves 
surrounded by a diverse group of 
people, mostly timber indusry 
beasts, under the auspices of the 
"New Perspectives" "scoping pro- 
cess". Just minutes earlier myself 
and three other Canyon Conserva- 
tion Corps members had greeted 
the school bus load of happy 
campers on one of the multitude of 
clearcuts, en route to the meeting 
which was to occur near the 
trailhead of the Canyon roadless 
area, slated for destruction by the 
U.S.F.S. 

We sprang out of the 20 year 
old clearcut dressed in our everyday 
Grim Reaper garb, equipped with 
cardboard scythes in case things got 
ugly. Upon blocking the school bus 
local activist Bald Mountain W.E. 
Bill Horado found that even his 
death mask and long purple robe 
were almost ineffective against the 


agement" of the pest through the 
indiscriminate spraying of pesti- 
cides and encouraging a "cut it be- 
fore you lose it " management 
policy on public and private forests 
alike. Forest activists from regions 
in the path of the gypsy moth 
particularly the southern Appala- 
chians and the mid-west, should 
take note that logging interests will 
use the impending gypsy moth in- 
festation to justify what they 
wanted to do anyway, and that is to 
log our public forests. 

Since the tactics of loggers are 
much the same where ever there are 
forests, the remainder of this article 
will focus on the local reform mea- 
sures which have been put into 
place in Maryland and how we got 
there. It is hoped that this infor- 
mation may serve as an example for 
activists working on state forest is- 
sues in other states. 

The first thing we noticed in 
Maryland when we challenged 
several proposed cuts in the State 
Forests was that the state agency 
responsible for managing the for- 
ests, the Maryland Department of 
Natural Resources, practiced a "seat 
of the pants" approach to forestry. 
So-called management plans for the 
state forests either didn't exist or 
were outdated and consisted of 
little more than a vague description 
of the resource and how much of it 
they planned to log. Even the 
records of where they had logged 
previously were poorly maintained 
and generally incomprehensible. 

Public participation consisted 
of irregularly held public meetings 
at which a Five Year Timber Man- 
agement Plan was presented with 
no supporting documentation and 
little opportunity for real public in- 
volvement in decision making. 
Whereas with National Forests 
there are written procedures that 
are more or less followed, in Mary- 
land, the Department of Natural 
Resources tended to make up the 
rules as they went along, and there 


honed foot muscles of the anxious 
bus driver, as she persistently 
nudged him with the multi-ton 
yellow phallus she was piloting. 

A train of Forest Circus vehicles 
and logger muscle wagons followed 
the packed bus, forming the perfect 
captive audience for our anctics. At 
each window we sincerely thanked 
industry members and F.S. clones 
for all the wonderful Death they 
provided, and would continue to 
dole out if the current plans for 
Canyon devestation are imple- 
mented. 

Several angry industry advo- 
cates pasted our car with Timber 
jive bumper stickers and a pasionate 
"fuck you assholes" as they drove 
past. One mill owner had the gall to 
ask what we thought food stamps 
were printed on through the win- 
dow of his immmaculate 91 
Bronco. Back at the big scoping 
meeting, some still in costume, 


were no laws or regulations requir- 
ing them to do otherwise. 

Fortunately for Maryland for- 
est activists, several of the cuts 
proposed over the past several years 
involved areas of recognized eco- 
logical or recreational significance. 
First, state forest administrators 
chose to ignore the recommenda- 
tions of their own Natural Heritage 
program not to log a particulary 
significant area known as Puzzley 
Run in the Savage River State Forest. 
Then state forest administrators 
chose to log an area known as 
Herrington Manor, offering some of 
the best cross- country skiing in the 
state. 

After intense letter writing 
campaigns, numerous negative ar- 
ticles in the press, and a memorial 
day demonstration in front of 
Herrington Manor State Park, an 
image conscious Governor sug- 
gested that the Secretary of the De- 
partment of Natural Resources ini- 
tiate a diologue with the forest ac- 
tivists. After several intense face to 
face meetings, the Department de- 
cided either that there were real 
problems that needed to be ad- 
dressed, or at least that Maryland's 
forest activists, led by Sierra Club 
"hardliners", would continue to 
batter the agency in the media. 

Initial token efforts to placate 
the activists were ineptly managed 
by unreformed stump jumpers in 
the Department. This process, 
which included an effort to develop 
a Ten Year Management Plan for 
Maryland's largest state forest was 
so badly handled that even timber 
industry representatives com- 
plained that the effort was a waste of 
their time. A departmental reorga- 
nization brought in some new 
faces, and an ad hoc advisory com- 
mittee was appointed to develop a 
reformed planning process that in- 
cluded meaningful public partici- 
pation. As might be expected, the 
advisory committee that was ap- 
pointed had majority representa- 


CCC representatives posed ques- 
tions of global importance, i.e. dc 
sertification, deforestation, habitat 
loss, unprecedented species extinc- 
tions and global warming. How- 
ever, "the forest plan has already 
dealt with those issues" we were 
told. Oh, ok. They wanted to discuss 
the alternatives of the Canyon In- 
tegrated Resource Project, all of 
which are shit except for the No 
Action , of course. 

At one point I looked around at 
the surroundings through that 
baking plastic mask and thought, 
what an incredibly beautiful place 
this is, here at the edge of the wil- 
derness. We were sitting in one of 
the most diverse ecosystems on the 
planet, and yet virtually every ques- 
tion from the timber industry was 
concerned with economics. 

At that moment I realized that 
for the most part, the dominant 
paradigm ers present at the meeting 


tion from the timber industry, but 
there was strong representation 
from the envfronmental commu- 
nity, and a commitment from the 
new administrators to develop a 
real planning process for the state 
forests. 

The process that was finally 
hammered out is far from perfect 
but it is providing the public with 
advanced notice of proposed an- 
nual timber sales for each state 
forest with annual public hearings 
and opportunities for written com- 
ment. The bright light of public 
scrutiny has caused forest manag- 
ers to moderate proposed logging 
plans and to consider the impacts 
of timber sales on the forest ecol- 
ogy and on recreation. 

Of course, these process re- 
forms have not stopped logging on 
our state forests, and more than 
half the Savage River State Forest, 
our largest, is still classified as a 
timber management zone. With 
an administrative process in place, 
the Department expects environ- 
mentalists to play by their new 
bureaucratic rules and accept the 
decisions of the department as fair 
and just. But we know the game is 
still rigged in favor of the loggers, 
and while participating in the 
process, we will continue to pub- 
licly criticize agency decisions and 
use the political process and the 
media to publicize the continuing 
destruction of Maryland's State 
Forests. At best, we have bought 
some time for the forests while we 
continue to build a solid grassroots 
organization with the political 
muscle to stop this short sighted 
exploitation of our public lands. 
Our work has only just begun. 
Author's mailing address for those 
who want to make contact. 

Star Rt.,Box 95B, 

Flintstone, Md 21530. 

Phone 301-478 2735 



might just as well have been in the 
florescently lit air-conditioned 
Kalmiopsis Room of the Siskiyou 
National Forest Headquarters in 
Grant's Pass, Oregon(it's the cli- 
mate). Luckily there were not 
many insects out that day. 

The one industry fellow who 
had earlier decorated our truck and 
flung some profane verbosity in 
our direction was now shooting 
some secret messages to me across 
the expanse whenever I happened 
to look his way; finally his wife 
angrily insisted that he stop pes- 
tering me and listen to what the 
scientists were saying, he might 
just learn why it is o.k. to road and 
log the south Kalmiopsis roadless 
area. 


Kalmiopsis Road Blockade 
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So Soon? Mining Reform After Only 120 Years 

By Allison Slater 


Back in the glorious pioneer 
days of our history, this continent 
spread out before the eager, gleam- 
ing eyes of white men who had 
never seen so much land ripe for 
exploitation. The resources seemed 
inexhaustible. The US government, 
having managed to overcome the 
forces of decentralization in the 
Civil War, was eager to get on with 
the fulfillment of its Manifest Des- 
tiny. Irresistible offers were being 
made to those willing to go out and 
squeeze the juices from the fruit of 
the land. 

On May 10, 1872, Congress 
passed "An Act to promote the De- 
velopment of the mining Resources 
of the United States" (note the 
words they chose to capitalize). The 
act said, in the usual vague, flowery 
language, Go Get It, Boys. It allowed 
anyone who found a deposit of 
commercially valuable mineral to 
claim the land and patent it as pri- 
vate for only $5 /acre. Prospectors 
could hold the land indefinitely 
before deciding to buy it by making 
$100 worth of "improvements" 
(roads, fences, test drill sites) each 
year. 3.2 million acres of once- 
public land have been made private 
under this act. 

The Mining Law of 1872 still 
stands, with few amendments 
made over the ensuing 120 years. 
The price per acre is still $5 (it's nice 
to know inflation hasn't hit every- 
one!) Anyone finding valuable 
minerals on public land can still 
patent it as private. Mining com- 
panies can hold hundreds of claims, 
waiting to start the digging until 
market prices are favorable. To hold 
the claim, they still only have to do 
$100 worth of work on the land, 
which in today's economy amounts 
to little more them mending a hole 
in a fence. Public lands are littered 
with these unpatented time bombs, 
and since Wilderness and Roadless 
Area Protection Acts (what few of 
them exist) are not retroactive, the 
holders of old claims can decide to 
patent them and begin mining 
them even after areas are set aside as 
wilderness. In the Kootenia Na- 
tional Forest in the Cabinet Moun- 
tain Wilderness of Montana, for 
example, Borax used two test holes 
drilled before the deadline of the 
1964 Wilderness Act to retain its 
mining rights in 1986, and in 1988 
to sell the mining rights to another 
mining corporation, (see Earth First! 
Feb. 2, 1991, p. 22) 

The amendments made over 
the years have only worsened the 
situation. The Multiple Mineral 
Development Act of 1954 allows 
the US to lease the rights to non- 
valuable minerals such as sand, 
gravel and pumice. The Surface Re- 
source Act of 1955 gives the US 
government the right to "dispose 
of" the vegetative resources, (that's 
trees to you and me) on patented 
land before mining operations be- 
gin. One especially interesting 
clause says that if after the forest 
service clearcuts the land, the miner 
then decides he needs timber for his 
mining operation, the government 
is required to provide it free of charge 
from the nearest area ready for 
harvest. All of these laws still stand. 

Despite pressure from the 
mining lobby and reassurances 


from our hero F. Dale Robertson 
that the 1872 Mining Law is doing 
just fine, ty»r> mining reform hills 
were fin^^jnttoduced tn r^mgrpcs 
r. The House bill, (HR 918) 
was introduced by Representative 
Rahall of West Virginia and the 
Senate bill (S 433) by Senator 
Bumpers of Arkansas. Both bills are 
dragging, as Congress hardly sees 
reforming archaic bills as a priority, 
but they could come up for vote 
some time next year. 

Although naturally the bills 
don't begin to make the changes 
EFlers would like to see (as in, the 
end to mining on public lands) 
there are a few pretty major reforms 
proposed that environmental ac- 
tivists groups fighting proposed 
mines or trying to get old ones 
cleaned up might find helpful. The 
most significant change would be 
the end to the patenting system. 
This wouldn't really make much 
headway in protecting our public 
lands because mining companies 
could still buy mining rights, simi- 
lar to timber or grazing rights. It 
would prevent mining companies 
from taking land out of the public 
domain, strip-mining it, and then 
selling it to a private developer for 
several hundred thousand times 
what they paid for it. 

The system pro- 
posed to replace the 
patents is not exactly 
the same as that for 
timber and grazing 
rights, and shows the 
lingering attitude that 
favors mining. Con- 
gress' Office of Tech- 
nology issued a state- 
ment in 1979 that 
"...mineral produc- 
tion is the best use of 
any tract of land and 
thus makes mineral activity the pre- 
ferred use on any federal land that is 
open to such activity." When the 
Forest Service or BLM decides to 
open a tract of land to logging or 
grazing, timber companies com- 
petitively bid for the rights. Under 
the proposed mining reform acts 
there would be no bidding and it 
would not be up to the FS or BLM to 
decide what areas to sacrifice to the 
mineral gods. Any prospector can 
look for minerals on public land 
(with the exception that there is no 
new exploration in wilderness ar- 
eas — unless Congress decides it's 
OK of course) and if they find the 
booty they can stake the claim. 

The "myriad of red tape" the 
mining lobby is bemoaning con- 
sists of a Plan of Operations a pros- 
pector must submit to the Secretary 
of Agriculture or the Secretary of the 
Interior. While waiting for approval 
they would pay $ 1 .50/acre/year and 
have to do $20 worth of work per 
acre for the first five years ($40 for 
the next five years, etc.). This is the 
system set up under the House bill. 
The Senate bill does not explain 
exactly what happens while wait- 
ing. 

Once the plan is approved (and 
we can't expect Lujan or Madigan to 
turn down many requests) the 
mining must pay a $5 /acre/year 
rental fee. There is a graduated 
"diligent development" require- 
ment under the House bill, begin- 


ning with $20/year for the first five 
years. The Senate bill has a gradu- 
ated rental fee, beginning with $5/ 
acre/year, plus a 12% royalty. The 
mining lobby is furious about the 
royalty, never having had to pay 
one before. The House bill includes 
a clause allowing all these exorbi- 
tant fees to be waived by the sym- 
pathetic Secretaries if the miner can 
prove undue hardship (not making 
a big enough profit). Since modern 
mining operations are high tech 
and extremely expensive, it is 
doubtful that any miner unable to 
pay $5/year would be able to buy 
the equipment to mine. This clause 
only highlights the reluctance of 
the House to acknowledge that the 
days of Yosemite Sam pecking away 
with only his pick and shovel are 
over. 

Both bills do suggest that the 
Secretaries consider some environ- 
mental impacts when doling out 
the mining rights. They give the 
secretary the right to modify or 
even (that unspeakable word ) reject 
mining proposals in order to pro- 
tect areas of critical environmental 
concern, habitat for endangered 
species, riparian areas, wetlands 
and areas where surface or ground- 
water mightbe contaminated. Min- 
ing companies 
must also be able 
to prove (or at 
least convince 
the secretary) 
that the mine is 
reclaimable to 
it's former level 
of productivity. 
Since this would 
effectively all 
but end mining 
on any land not 
already deci- 
mated if these re- 
strictions were taken seriously, we 
can safely expect that Lujan an will 
generally ignore them. They do of- 
fer activist groups trying to bring 
law suits or injunctions against 
mining operations something to 
point to, though, which is a big 
improvement over the 1872 Have 
At act. The Senate bill, in fact, has a 
whole section on citizen suits, spe- 
cifically allowing citizens to bring 
action against the US government 
or the guilty secretary if the envi- 
ronmental regulations aren't fol- 
lowed. This omission in the House 
bill is a troublesome loophole be- 
cause both bills lay the principle 
duty of enforcement on the Secre- 
taries. After the bang-up job they've 
done of enforcing environmental 
regulations (such as they are) 
against abuses by timber companies 
and ranchers, I'm sure the mining 
company CEOs can sleep soundly. 

Both bills also set up an Aban- 
doned Hardrock Mine Reclamation 
Fund. The money for the Fund 
would come from the rental fees 
and, in the Senate proposal, from 
part of the royalty. Since mining 
operations do considerably more 
than $5 /acre/year worth of damage, 
the rental fees alone will barely 
make a dent in cleaning up the 
disastrous legacy of mining in this 
country. Although still woefully 
inadequate, the Senate bill at least 
set aside a bit more money for clean 
up. The basic structure of the Recla- 



injMfjct to 


mation Funds are the same. They 
leave it up to individual states to 
come up with specific clean up 
plans. Some states already have 
these, and would be much more 
likely to get grants. Neither Arizona 
nor New Mexico have reclamation 
programs, so even though both are 
big mining areas, it would be diffi- 
cult for them to get money to clean 
up mines. Grants from the Fund can 
be made directly to the secretaries 
or the the chief of the Forest Service, 
if they feel ah area without a state 
plan is in imminent danger, but 
chances are the states with already 
operating programs will get the 
bucks. 

The priorities set up in the bills, 
not surprisingly, put human health 
and safety at the top of the list and 
long-term environmental damage 
at the bottom, so the money will be 
used to fill in holes that kids and 
stupid backpackers fall into first and 
the leftover change will go to 
cleaning up groundwater or reveg- 
etating stripmined areas. 

Another serious loophole is 
that the state is protected from be- 
ing sued for damages resulting from 
action taken or omitted in an ap- 
proved state plan. So when states 
propose and the secretaries approve 
half-assed clean-ups, and a few 
years later people are upset to dis- 
cover that cyanide is leaching into 
their drinking water, they can't sue 
either the state or the secretary un- 
less they can prove gross negligence 
or intentional misconduct. The 
idea is to lay liability on the pol- 
luter, not the government agency 
that allowed the mining or oversaw 
the clean-up. This would be fine if it 
weren't for the fact that many of 
these still toxic mines were left by 
miners long-dead or companies 
long-since dissolved and there is no 
one left to be held accountable. 
Certainly the citizens with poi- 
soned drinking water can ask their 
representatives to request more 
money from the Fund to finish the 
job, but funds, especially under the 
House bill, will be tight and any site, 
once given any token reclamation 
attempt, will probably be moved to 
the bottom of the waiting list. 

I suppose this is the part where 
I'm supposed to tell everyone to 
write to their Senators and Repre- 
sentatives and encourage them to 
pass these bills. Well, if you want to 
do that, you're more than welcome, 
because they're certainly better 
than what we have right now. But 
the bills are in no way putting an 
end to the destruction of land in 
pusrsuit of nice shiny metals. A 
magazine called Minerals Today ran 
an interview with F. Dale Robertson 
about the implications of the bill. 
(There was a nice photo with it of 
Fucking Dale snowmobiling 
through a National Forest.)He ba- 
sically told the mineral industry not 
to worry. Of course, now they will 
mine in an environmentally sensi- 
tive way. It's the mining industry's 
answer to New Perspectives. "The 
Forest Service is in the mineral busi- 
ness in a big way and I don't see that 
changing." I don't either, F. Dale, 
but we sure will try to make it harder 
on you. 
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Fishing Industry Decimates Steller Sea Lions 


By Stella C. Lyons 

The Steller sea-lion, also known as the 
Northern sea-lion, truly resembles a majestic lion 
with its broad head, deep throaty roar and golden 
color. Like the lions of the African plains, the 
Stellers are also on a fast road to extinction. Their 
population is dropping at an alarming rate and 
their recent classification as threatened may soon 
have to be updated to endangered. 

Stellers range throughout the Pacific rim 
from the Channel Islands of southern California 
to north Honshu, Japan and Korea, northward to 
the Bering Strait. Alaska is the center of the 
world's population with 47% of the world's es- 
timated population of 200,000 born at four 
rookeries. 

In the 1800's the Stellers were hunted 
throughout their range by white man. Large 
numbers were killed for "trimming" sold prima- 
rily in Asia, as well as for animal food and oil. The 
hide was used to make gloves and coverings for 
boats. The intestines were used for waterproof 
clothing. They were a staple in the diet of coastal 
residents in the Aleutian and Pribilof islands. By 
the mid- 19th century, the population had been 
severely depleted and didn't begin to increase 
until the 20th century. Since 1972, only subsis- 
tence harvests by natives have been allowed. The 
number taken by natives is not reported, but 
during the late 1950's and mid 1960's the Stellers 
occupied their full range and by the 1970's their 
numbers were considered to be at pre-exploita- 
tion levels. Now the number of sea-lions, ob- 
served on certain rookeries in Alaska has declined 
by 63% since 1985. Only in southeast Alaska 
have the numbers remained relatively stable. 
Declines are occurring in previously stable areas 
and are accelerating. If the rate of decline ob- 
served between 1985-89 persists, by the year 2000 
the population in the area from Kisha island to 
the Kenai Peninsula will be reduced to about 1% 
of its 1960 level. 

Under natural conditions, not influenced by 
humans, the size of an undisturbed population 
would likely fluctuate around the carrying ca- 
pacity of the environment. Human activities are 
driving the population to unstable levels. De- 
clining numbers have been recorded throughout 
all of their range, although factors influencing 
the population size differs from region to region. 

In California, rising water temperature may 
be the reason for the loss of the southernmost 
rookery on San Migual Island. The biggest factor 
causing the declines in Alaska and the USSR is the 
overfishing by factory trawlers. Food shortage, 
climatic changes, marine debris from fishing 
operations, incidental and direct mortality from 
fishing, past and current harvest, disturbance at 
rookeries from visitors and researchers, oil and 
gas development, nearshore development, oil 
spills and other pollutants are all factors in sea 
lion mortality. It is the fisheries interactions that 
are causing the greatest ecological imbalance, 
messing up the interrelationships and dependen- 
cies within the food web. 

Steller sea-lions often try to take fish trapped 
by gear or nets near the fisheries, and are often 
caught and killed for damaging the equipment. 
For example, they like to swim inside purse seine 
nets and eat the salmon before the nets are 
closed. Live sea-lions, caught in nets, are usually 
shot. In the groundfish trawl fishery, they be- 
come entangled in the gear and are often shot 
rather than cut free. In thel980s, an estimated 
305 sea-lions were killed annually either by be- 
coming entangled in nets and drowning or by 
being shot at the Spring Copport River Delta 
salmon gillnet fishery. 

Foreign groundfish trawl fisheries have 
killed a reported average of 724 marine mammals 
each year between 1979 and 1981, 90% of which 
were sea-lions. Most were entrapped in gear 
when nets were being lowered or brought to the 
surface. In the early 1980's, Shelikof Strait joint 
venture trawl fisheries have been estimated to 
have killed between 216 and 1,436 sea-lions each 
year, most of which were reproductively mature 
females. In 1982 trawls with as many as 100 dead 
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sea-lions were reported by fishery observers. Esti- 
mates do not take into account sea-lions killed at 
sea, at haulouts, as target practice or just out of 
sheer malice. 

Besides direct kills caused by fishing opera- 
tions, entanglements in discarded gear and ma- 
terials injure and kill additional sea-lions (and 
many other marine animals). Closed packing 
bands, used to hold boxes of bait together, and 
net material and ropes can encircle the neck of 
growing animals, cutting into the tissue and 
leaving an open wound. These mortalities and 
injuries are rarely reported but they may result in 
restrictions for the fisheries. 


The massive new factory trawlers that are 



scouring the North Pacific are also competitors 
for the Stellers' food supply, causing starvation, 
malnutrition, decreased fertility, decreased abil- 
ity to carry a pup to full-term and decreased 
ability to successfully wean a pup . This is perhaps 
the major factor in the population crash. 

Other marine life that rely on pollock are 
also suffering. Harbor seals are declining at a 
dangerous rate, parallel to that of the sea-lions 
and may be next on the endangered species list. 
Fur seal populations are in trouble, as are seabird 
species such as kittiwakes and murres. The sea- 
lion is at the top of the food chain, and the 
condition of this animal should give us an indi- 
cation that there is something wrong in the 
ecosystem. 

In the same five year period that the sea-lion 
population has decreased by 63%, the number of 
factory trawlers has increased six-fold. In 1986, 
twelve factory trawlers worked Alaskan waters. 
Today more than 70 of these ships drag 1000-foot 
nets more miles over the ocean floor every day. 
The number of fish they bring up is astronomical 
and is playing hell with the natural balance of the 
area. The trawler nets also sweep up fish that are 
not targeted species or are too small for the 
processors. Most of these unwanted fish are 
dumped back into the sea, dead. 600 million 
pounds of bottomfish will be tossed over by the 
end of 1991. In the spring, the trawlers concen- 
trate on the roe-bearing pollock. Though strip- 
ping the roe is now illegal, trawlers still target the 
roe-bearing females and dump the males and 
other fish. 

The sea-lions' heavy reliance on species of 
fish of similar size/ class to those sought by 
fishers, and their tendency to use regular feeding 
areas, conflict with the profitable fishing indus- 
try- the number one employing industry in 
Alaska. The fisheries are "managed" by the North 
Pacific Fisheries Management Council, a body 
comprising industry representatives and politi- 
cal appointees. Seven of the eleven voting 
members are either owners or are on the payroll 
of the industry. Few people on the council speak 
for the long term health of the ecosytem. 

With sea-lion populations still decreasing, 
the Fisheries Council wants to raise the Gulf of 
Alaska pollock quota by 82% this year. The 
Council claims the increase is warranted because 
supposedly new survey data shows more pollock 
in the gulf than they previously expected. This 
data is sketchy at best. This is only the second 
year that observers have been on board to 
document the waste. 

Greenpeace sued the Secretary of Commerce 
and assistant administrator of fisheries for NOAA 
and NMFS charging that NMFS had been negli- 
gent in setting the pollock quota for 1991. Their 
suit said that the allocation endangered the 


supply of pollock which the Steller sea-lions 
depend on for food. They asked US District Judge 
John Coughenour to block the remaining pol- 
lock harvest in the Gulf of Alaska. However, the 
judge rejected the suit on the 10th of October, 
and the fishery opened. The judge said that the 
government had sufficiently protected Steller 
sea-lions, freeing up the pollock allocation that 
had been held back pending the decision in the 
case. Greenpeace immediately appealed the de- 
cision and asked for an emergency stay order 
pending appeal of the case. The emergency stay 
request and opposing stand were denied and 
NMFS announced on October 17th that the 
fishery would proceed as planned, another blow 
to the Stellers, rendering their threatened status 
useless in the face of reality. 

Steller sea-lions were classified as threatened 
in Novemeber of 1990. As a result, the protection 
given included prohibiting shooting at or near 
Stellers, and establishing a three nautical mile 
buffer zone around certain rookeries in Alaska in 
which all vessel traffic is banned. Individuals are 
prohibited from approaching on land closer than 
a half mile or within site. The number of Stellers 
that are killed incidentally to commercial fishing 
is supposed to be limited, although no specific, 
enforceable regulations are given. As ever, there 
are exceptions to the rule, and these include the 
taking of sea-lions "for the protection or welfare 
of the animal" and/or "the protection of the 
public health and welfare". Buffer zones can be 
entered to "perform legitimate governmental 
activities." Federal agencies are permitted, under 
♦he Magnuson Act, to log, mine, drill for oil and 
gas both on and off shore and develop the outer 
continental shelf near rookeries and haul-outs. 

The public is prohibited from discharging a 
firearm at or within 100 yards (91.4 meters) of a 
Steller. Also in the threatened regulation is an 
incidental kill quota of no more than 675 in any 
one year within Alaskan waters and adjacent 
areas of the US Exclusive Economic Zone. NMFS 
instituted a monitoring system to make sure this 
limit is not surpassed; foreign processors and 
domestic groundfish vessels 125 feet or longer 
now carry observers on all of the operation. 
Groundfish vessels of 60-125 feet carry observers 
30% of the time. The total incidental take of sea- 
lions will be estimated monthly. If their data 
indicates that the quota is being approached, the 
agencies will issue emergency rules to establish 
closed areas, allocate the remaining quota among 
fisheries (something that the industry will clearly 
not stand for, being such a huge political and 
economic force in Alaska) or they will take "other 
action" to ensure that the commercial fishing 
operations do not exceed the quota. 

These regulations may well help reduce 
some Steller sea-lion mortality, but they are just 
putting a small band-aid over a large, festering 
wound. The sea-lions are dying in fishing nets, 
being shot, disturbed by spook counts and 
harrassed by helicopters but the overall popula- 
tion decline stems from a lack of a proper food 
supply. The government agencies are choosing to 
ignore this problem because it is profitable to do 
so. It is much easier to throw out a few regualtions 
that look effective and satisfy the public that 
something is being done. 

The system needs to be overhauled totally. 
Things like the Magnuson Act need to be 
changed. Trawling needs to be banned. All fish- 
ing needs to be limited to daylight hours because 
sea- lions are night feeders and most run-ins occur 
at night. Fishing for pollock when they are carry- 
ing roe needs to be banned, as does the overall 
quota for groundfish. Critical habitat for the 
Stellers needs to be designated and their classifi- 
cation needs to be updated to endangered. 

Forget the romantic images of the fishing 
industry in Alaska. The North Pacific ecosystem is 
being raped by the huge factory trawlers who are 
clear-cutting the oceans. They are cutting their 
own throats while cutting the throats of hundred 
of other marine animals. The Steller sea-lion is 
one more victim of insatiable human greed. 



Shawnee Update 


By Steve Taylor, Big River in Exile 

On November 13th, President Bush signed 
into law the 1992 appropriations bill. This bill 
includes legislation that pertains specifically to 
the Shawnee National Forest in southern Illinois. 
Originally, the bill, which was sponsored in the 
House by Illinois congressmen Glen Poshard and 
Bill Yates, stipulated that no form of even-aged 
silvicultural management including group se- 
lection (a form of patch clearcutting) could be 
used in the Shawnee. 

Although the bill prohibits the use of 
clearcutting and limits the size of individual cuts 
to no more than two thirds of an acre, valuable 
language was expunged from the motion as it 
went to conference in the Senate. Among those 
who fought most ardently against the house 
version of the bill, were Senator Danforth of 
Missouri and the infamous Senator Byrd. 

Despite the bill having been rendered vir- 
tually toothless regarding direct legal enforce- 
ment, it does set standards of public policy that 
has the timber companies and the forest service 
reeling in fear of being gummed to death. As 
compromises go, it is a progressive one. Some 
interesting excerpts of the legislation are as fol- 
lows. Sic. 

/ "The forest service shall conduct a below 
cost timber sales study on the Shawnee National 
Forest, Illinois in fiscal year 1992." 

"To the greatest extent possible, and pend- 
ing final approval of the Draft Amendment to the 
Shawnee National Forest plan, none of the funds 
available in this act shall be used for preparation 
of timber sales using clearcutting or other forms 
of even aged management in hardwood stands in 
the Shawnee National Forest." 

"Under the plan, uneven aged management 
is to be the predominant silvicultural practice on 
\ the Shawnee. Given the strong concern for the 
'-decline in neotropical migratory bird species and 


/'the role of dwindling forest resources such as 
those on the Shawnee in this process, the manag- 
ers encourage this shift towards low-impact 
timber management practices for this forest such 
as those included in its 1991 draft amendment to 
^he plan." 

The draft amendment plan has yet to be 
adopted in its final form as the forest service 
searches for new and even more creative means 
to eak out an honest days wage. 

The plan now being revised, was adopted in 
1986. It is being replaced a decade prematurely 
due to irreverent public protest and the forest 
service's failing reputation. 

Necessitated in the DFA, by an act of con- 
gress signed into law last year, is the addition of 
30,000 acres of wilderness area to augment the 
1000 acres of wilderness previously recognized 
by chainsaws. Also promised is a reduction by 
two thirds of the amount of board feet allowed to 
be harvested. 

Obviously these are ploys to placate Illinois' 
more rambunctious earthy types. But Earth First!, 
RACE and other environmental groups are de- 
manding an immediate halt to all commercial 
logging in this national forest despite what the 
forest service plans. We believe this is the only 
rational response due to their inclination not to 
be held to their own plans, DFAs, EISs or any 
other anachronym. 

Meanwhile, back at the ranch, a states at- 
torney and various county prosecutors are wag- 
ging a litigious finger at Earth Fistie! types/ Ony 
T5ovember 14th, eleven defenders rejoined the | 
ranks of potential felons when they refused to 
plea bargain on their charges which were previ- 
ously mitigated to misdemeanors. They now 
again face charges of conspiracy to commit mob 
action, illegal restraint (of numerous logging/ 
trucks for approximately threehoursl and some-l 


Solidarity Hunger Strike 
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By Jan Wilder-Thomas 


Calling Earth First! forest lovers who are fed 
up with the destructive Forest Service corpora- 
tion, a government agency which is ignoring 
environmental law, the will of sensible people 
and the warnings of 
scientists: 

On September 
3, 1991 Jan Wilder- 
Thomas, Jason 
Jacques, Joe Czuba, 
and Mike Meesig be- 
gan the Shawnee 
Solidarity Hunger 
Strike to focus atten- 
tion on the sensless 
cutting that compro- 
mises and threatens 
to destroy the 
Shawnee National 
Forest. The strikers 
refused to eat solid 
food for 21 days 
while Fairview was 
being destroyed. By 
that time, while talk- 
ing with concerned 
citizens who wanted 
to help stop the 
Dozers but couldn't 
afford to be arrested, 
the original four had 
signed up 24-hour 
solidarity hunger 
strikers for every day 
in September and 
October. 

Shawnee activists took the pledge calendar 
to the Student Environmental Action Coalition 
national conference, circulated the strike flyers, 
signed up more pledges, and were gratified to 
learn that Region 8 SEAC (Illinois, Indiana and 
Michigan) had voted to make the Shawnee their 


#1 priority for cooperative action. Since that 
time, many universities have participated in the 
hunger strike. Dayton, Ohio SEAC students have 
continued the effort by pledging the entire 


MORE LI MORE!' 



Having depleted the timber supply, sawmill 
owner, Homer "Buck” Farnsworth finds a job 
running the local Blood Bank. 


month of November, with the help of students at 
Illinois State University, Normal, IL. 

The pledge applies to all the last Forested 
Wild lands which President Bush(whacker) has 
given the orders to liquify. The Shawnee Solidar- 
ity Hunger Strike is an effort to inspire hundred of 
people to act in solidarity for their favorite last 


thing else. One is charged with the felonious^ 
theft of a milk crate. A group of thirteen are still 
to go to trial on criminal trespass charges. Some j 
are charged with resisting arrest. There seems to 
be a concensus not to plea bargain, irrespective of; 
the authorities' threat of book throwing. ^-4 

Both groups feel there is a potential for 
winning a necessity defense since this sale was 
cut before the end of the DFA public commentary 
period and was done against an appeal by the 
Illinois congressional delegation in a letter to 
Chief Dale Robertson requesting a suspension of 
this and other sales. 

On November 13th, a grand Jury found no 
grounds for criminal intent in the injury of Chris . 

Van Daleen of Save America's Forests. Chris was yK- 
run over and injured by timber purchaser Brian -j* 
Unnerstall, when Chris attempted to blockade P 
the entrance of the Fairview sale area on the 26th 
of August. Obviously the state is being quite 
phallic and prejudicial in its prosecution. 

Protests continue, bolstered by the recent 
deferment of a sale at Cripps Bend, an area near 
Fairview the forest service and East Perry logging 
company promised tauntingly to cut by the end 
of this year's season. Also through the magic of 
the Freedom of Information Act, it has been zfp 
recently disclosed that the forest service spent-^y 


$350,000 in law enforcement expenses during 
the three weeks of harvesting at the Fairview site. 
East Perry paid $50,000 for the sale in 1989. 

If you are interested in providing help in the 1 
acquisition of legal assistance for those who have 
not as of yet received the council of one who 
speaks legalis fecundi, send check, money order 
or negotiable bonds to The Shawnee Defense 
Fund, Rt. 1 Box 313, Brookport, 111. 62910. Ear- 
mark for legal defense. 




wild places in their national forest. By making the 
same phone calls, applying pressure on every 
Senator and Representative who have over- 
looked the Forest Service scandal and those who 
have contributed to it, and the news media which 
has failed to investigate it, the people's voice will 
be heard. Over 250 citizens have participated in 
this effort. 

It is hoped that the people of this nation will 
win out over corporate greed, and the Forest 
Service will be redirected before the remaining 
5% of America's native forests are annihilated! 

SHAWNEE SOLIDARITY PLEDGE 

Please mail or call in this pledge to your US 
Representatives, Senators, (202-224-3121 capitol 
switchboard) and George Bush (202-456-1 111): 

I am joining in this last ditch effort to rally 
any and all of the moral and ethical forces needed 
to displace the negative forces which are destroy- 
ing the Shawnee national Forest in Southern 
Illinois. I feel that the Shawnee is symbolic of the 
few remaining habitats of native biodiversity 
which the Forest Service is intent on eliminating 
from coast to coast (include the name of your 
front line) They have a multitidude of armed 
federal agents prepared to enforce the liquidation 
of the Shawnee hardwood ecosystem. With this 
understanding, I make a personal pledge to strike 
with the Shawnee Solidarity Hunger Strikers for 
at least one day in November and December and 
will ask my family and friends to participate. I 
will phone in my commitment dates to 618-564- 
2878 and call my local TV and radio stations to 
record my support for stopping the reign of terror 
in the Shawnee and the National Forest System. 
Shawnee Defense Fund, Rt. 1 box 313, Brookport, 
IL 62910, (618) 564-2878 
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irapping: lecnnoiogy ana ineory 

By Robert Marten 

In this issue, we will resume the produce income. Operations are trapper requires heavy supplies and 

rather painful subject of trapping as out °f the comfort of their own equipment he must bear himself, 

begun last spring. Perhaps by now homes. hiking many miles, establishing 

many of you have already acquired AUTO: The most common food caches, and camping at over- 

camouflage clothing, face cover, trapper today is mobile. He can night cabins. Once thought of as 

gauntlet-stvle gloves, a gunny sack, carry a great deal of equipment in the singular domain of the "Sour- 

a firearm for mercy killing, and his vehicle and his range is vast. He dough", it is seldom practiced any- 

hopefullv even a metal detector. If commonly solicits permission to more by anyone but a handful of 

you did, you have a head start. Since tra P on private farmland, usually Caucasians and unassimilated Na- 

manv outdoorspersons kayak, ca- wit h great approval. His explora- tive Americans, far from the influ- 

noe, raft, dive or snorkle, you will tions adjacent to highways may re- ence of nylon and polyester fill, 

receive special attention finding vea l animal tracks which suggest 

water-set traps. From here on, we the area is a "fur pocket". ..an area THEORY OF OPERATIONS 

will be examining genres of trap- untouched by trappers for some BOOBY TRAPS: Government 

ping, trapping theory, trappers' time. When the auto trapper can Ordinance manuals define a booby 

tools and their techniques. In future find a number of these pockets trap as "...a dirty-trick device". We 

issues, there will be discussion of along a driveable circuit, the prac- shall take them at their word, hav- 

natural and artificial sets, where to hce is termed "spot trapping." Fre- j n g proven to be experts. Dead 

find them, and comprehensive quently, they will also pull a camper bodies, firearms and even toys are 

primers on countermeasures. for longer circuits of over 100 miles, rigged to produce that most un- 

Not wanting any trapper to so camp will be readily available on pleasant surprise of all.. .deadly en- 

gain more expertise from these ar- eac h tour. Inevitably, he will at- trapment. In trapping animals, the 

tides, I have obfuscated certain de- tempt to conceal his vehicle while goal j S precisely the same; entice 

tails which could possibly make him making his rounds on foot. Look and kill. (If this smacks of yellow- 

the wiser.. .hopefully without sacri- f° r him with or without a bellied, flaccid terrorism to you, go 

ficing your learning. After all, he camper. ..he's there, and not neces- to the head of the class.. .in an 

wants fur, and you want steel. The sarily in a rednecky pickup! androcentric world, the cutting 

illustrations show trap placement BOAT : For truly profitable re- edge of technology will always be 

very clearly for your benefit. In the suits with mink, otter, muskrat and found in the armories and torture 

real world, however, they are care- beaver, the boat trapper has the chambers!) 

fully camouflaged and are often edge. Though canoes are often used MANIPULATE AND INTER- 

difficult to find visually. up north, the craft is usually a shal- CEPT: Knowledge of the common, 

Please indulge me in one socio- low draft Jon -boat. Water sets can everyday behavior and travels of 

political comment regarding this be m ade along shores, an entire wildlife permits emplacement of 

all-male profession. Preserving trapline set along a certain length of booby traps where they will most 

habitat is mocked when its creatures river; access to ponds and lakes is likely be effective. (The same goes 

are summarily removed for vain, gained, and beaver dams and lodges f or your knowledge of trappers' 

sexist commerce. It is one of the as we U as muskrat lodges can easily daily behavior.) 

most painful areas of confrontation be reached. A redneck in a boat FAMILIARITY WITH TERRI- 

we face. So, live out your without much fishing gear, but car- TORY: Thorough knowledge and 
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Fig. 2: Blind bait set with step- 
stick.. .branch is a drag to prevent animal 
from going far. 


may occur naturally, and the trap- 
per, recognizing its potential, will 
simply place a trap or two near the 
narrows. It may also be constructed 
artificially (Fig.3), and yet appear 
perfecly natural. Barricades and 
obstacles can be created using 
rocks, sticks, logs, brush and peg 
guides. Chicken wire or fencing are 
often stretched across streams and 
small rivers, with only a small out- 



convictions. . .carefully! 

TYPES OF TRAPPING 

Profitable trapping takes place 
where fur grows densest. This is 
either an aquatic or winter environ- 
ment. For the sake of simplicity, it 
will be presented by environment: 

A. Dry land 

B. Water 

This is all one would encounter in 
southerly climates. We add several 
variables for those up north: 

1. Snow on land 

2. Ice on water 

3. Snow and ice on water 

All of these combinations pro- 
vide trappers (and you) with unique 
problems in executing their goals. 
Each specific solution is called a 
"set" or "booby trap", which con- 
forms to specific environmental 
conditions. 

TYPES OF TRAPPERS 

SUBURBAN: Surprisingly, a 
great deal of trapping is encountered 
on the outskirts of city limits. 
Wildlife entering this zone become 
disoriented by human activity and 
experience great difficulty finding 
their way out again. For a city- 
slicker trapper, this provides a 
unique opportunity some other 
trappers overlook. Swamps, 
streams, ponds and rivers are com- 
mon in the suburbs. Muskrats, 
skunks, o'possums, and raccoons 
are commonly found there. A short 
drive and the trapper can make 
money with a minimum of equip- 
ment and work. 

FARMLAND: For the farmer or 
younger autoerotic with a few spare 
hours on his hands everyday, local 
trapping can be significant. They 
can set up operations on their own 
private estate and accomplish two 
things: eliminate "vermin" and 


rying wicker baskets or gunny sacks, 
is often a dead giveaway. 

SEMI-WILDERNESS: Trans- 
portation to more remote areas is 
provided by four-wheel drive, mo- 
torcycle, bicycle, horseback, 
dogsled, or snowmobile. Barely 
passable backroads give access to 
more pristine country. Camping is 
usually necessary due to distances 
from inhabited areas. Much more 
equipment is required for the trap- 
per using this system. It also re- 
quires more hiking and 
snowshoeing (Fig. 1). This is the 
mainstay of country trappers and 
assimilated Native Americans to the 
north. 
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FIG. 1: Sample Trapping Circuits 

LONG-LINE WILDERNESS: 
The rarest type of trapper, usually 
found in the remotest areas, par- 
ticularly the Rocky Mountains, the 
Canadian Boreal Forest, and north- 
ern tundra near the tree-line. The 
trapline is covered on foot or by 
snowshoe, and is impractical virtu- 
ally everywhere except in the far 
north. Living a tough lifestyle, this 


observation place the trapper well 
ahead of his prey and competition. 
It is a sad epithet to Robert Frost 
that, like you and I, many a trapper 
will take "...the path less travelled 
by...". An efficient trapper can, to 
some extent, track and target spe- 
cific animals. You must hone such 
counter skills in the area you wish to 
purge. 

CLEANLINESS: While you'd 
never know it by looking at them, 
trappers generally take great pains 
not to contaminate their working 
territories with human scent. Of 
particular concern are human urine 
and excrement, spitting, breathing 
on equipment, consumption of al- 
cohol, the use of smoking or 
chewing tobacco, flatus, gasoline, 
various fumes or taking the dog 
along. (How these bozos can avoid 
doing any of the above for any 
length of time is utterly beyond 
comprehension!) 

CAMOUFLAGE: Before use, 
traps are disinfected and stained 
dark by boiling in woodchips and 
then wax. In setting the traps, the 
trapper is careful to keep his sur- 
roundings appearing natural so as 
not to arouse suspicion in his prey 
(or you). Under water, he will 
lightly cover the trap with mud. On 
dry land, dirt, grass, moss, leaves or 
feathers are used. In snow, wax 
paper or white tissue sprinkled with 
sifted snow works every time. Fre- 
quently, to keep the bait or lure 
from freezing in cold weather, the 
trapper will utilize a layer of peat 
moss on the pan as a natural anti- 
freeze and camouflage. 

NARROWS: Theory holds that 
any animal, including man, can 
easily be directed towards danger by 
gradually constricting its path. In 
trapping, this takes place on trails 
(Fig. 2) or streams. The obstruction 


Fig. 3 Bait pen set for beaver — guide 
sticks direct beaver to trap 

let for animals. Large rocks are also 
used for that purpose, and their 
formations are easy to spot. Here, 
the trapper will make his sets. 
Other narrows easily exploited are 
pipes, drains and culverts (Fig.4). 



Fig. 4 Drain set for mink, muscrat or 
raccoon 

Never overlook a topography that 
provides him this opportunity. 

GUIDE STEPS: Once an ani- 
mal has been lured or constricted to 
a specific spot, the trapper can di- 
rect its paw placement exactly by 
the use of step-sticks or medium 
sized stones. Sometimes vertical 
pegs are driven into the ground to 
form a "V" and accomplish the 
same thing. Animals, like people, 
travel the path of least resistance. If 
a rock or stick lies in its path, the 
victim is likely to hop over it... and 
land precisely where the trap is set. 

BAIT: This is simply the at- 
traction of food. Hunger is univer- 
sal, and proper placement of bait 
produces fur for the trapper. Com- 
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monly used successful baits are: 
housecats, fish (dead on land or live 
on a hook underwater (Fig. 6), 
chicken (sometimes a single- 
chicken henhouse is placed in the 
woods surrounded by traps) , rabbit, 



Fig. 5 Entrail set with step stick 


skunk, muskrat, a deer or cattle car- 
cass, cheese, eggs, cracklings, 
canned catfood, or a live mouse in a 
tiny cage. Baits are set partly or 
completely buried, laid upon the 
surface, hanging from a tree branch, 



> < * 


Fig. 6 Live bait set 

staked to the ground, posted (on a 
pole or tree trunk (Fig. 7), underwa- 
ter , and even under ice. 


LURES: Similar to baits are 
lures, except here we are mostly 
dealing with food odors and sexual 
attractants. Simple lures are animal 
excretia (Fig. 8), salt licks, and 
musks (musks only attract differing 
species). Trappers make their own 
lures by salvaging body part of their 
victims, such as the meat, internal 
organs and scent glands. These 
homemade lures are quite effective 
and tell us a great deal about the 
trapper as well. Some sample ingre- 
dients are: housecat urine and geni- 
tals, juice from rotted mice, wild 
duck or squirrel blood, deer brains, 
muskrat musk glands, bea- 
ver castors, skunk essence, badger 
anal glands, o'possum gall 
bladder.. .and gee whiz, just lots of 
other neat stuff like that! These 
goodies are mixed with mineral oil, 



Fig. 7 Squaw set for wildcats 


glycerin or fish oil as a suspension 
medium. In each formula the parts 
are mixed in a jar, covered with 
mesh or a nylon stocking, and al- 
lowed to stand for 60 days before 
use. (Eat your heart out, Dr. 
Mengele!) 

SCENTS: A variation on lures, 
these are designed to imitate the 



Fig. 8 Toilet set for wildcats — feces 
attrack cats to trap 


common odors of the wild and re- 
move suspicion from the wary. 
Urine posts (Fig. 9) and manure 
piles work quite well. However, fox 
urine seems to utterly remove all 
fear and suspicion from most spe- 
cies. Trappers often purchase it by 
the bottle from trapping supply 
houses. Many humans can recog- 
nize the odor once exposed to it. If 



you live near a zoo or wildlife "ex- 
hibit, " go take a whiff of the red fox 
display. The odor is reminiscent of 
skunk, but with a dry, gamey flavor. 
Once you catch a sample of their 
odor, you will most likely recognize 
it afield. 

KILL: It is in the trapper's best 
financial interest for his victim to 
die as soon as possible. Aquatic 
mammals can be forcibly sub- 
merged upon capture by drowning 
wires and rock weights (Fig. 10). 
Often, a drowning pole is substi- 
tuted, where the trap is attached by 
a ring which slides along the pole 
into deep water. These simple tech- 
niques prevent wringing the foot 
out of the trap and the subsequent 
loss of a pelt. The Conibear trap 
restrains and kills within five to ten 
minutes. On dry land, the trapper 
usually administers a blow to the 
back of the head and kneels on the 
animal's ribcage until its heart is 
punctured. This technique pro- 
duces the least damage to the fur. 
Skunks are often killed by sticking 
an ether-soaked swab at the end of a 
long pole under its nose. If the 
trapped animal is particularly ob- 
streperous, a .22 bullet to the head is 
administered. 

PROCESSING: This is the final 
step of the trapper's operation. Sev- 
eral means of pelt preparation are 
used, depending upon the species. 
Mink, for example, are slit open at 
the vent and legs and then carefully 
turned inside-out like a glove . A 
drying board or wire frame is in- 



drowned by weight of trap. 

serted and then left to dry in a cool, 
dry shed . This produces a "cased" 
pelt. In processing a beaver fur, 
however, the animal is cut open 
along the abdomen from head to 
tail, with slits up each leg. The hide 
is then "stretched" into a nearly 
circular pelt for drying. Careful 
skinning and processing the fur per- 
fectly is the goal of every trapper, for 
this may make the greatest differ- 
ence in his profits. 

As you can sense, there are 
many steps along the way where 
this operation can be interrupted; 
all the way from preventing trap- 
ping afield (the best choice, of 
course), to the drying shed. From 
there, the bloody trail leads to 
gaudy boutiques, then finally to the 
Daughters of the American Revolu- 
tion, pimps and call girls.. .who to- 
gether account for virtually all the 
demand. 

Our next trapping discussion 
will involve the trapper's tools, 
techniques and where he goes to 
find the most fur. Meanwhile, re- 
view, review, review and think. 


Take in a trapping rendezvous if yc 
can. Keep hiking and look at yor 
environment afresh (or is 
"afoul"?) through the trapper 
deadly, greedy eyes. It will come t 
you, however painfully. 




They say the ‘90s will make the ‘80s look like the ‘50s, but what with 
the ‘80s also looking like the ‘20s, which in and of themselves were 
quite similar to the ‘ 10s (which were nothing at all like the ‘50s), we say 
the ‘90s will start out looking like the ‘60s, begin looking like the ‘40s 
after just one year, then wind up being just like the ‘70s. So... 

THIS IS WHERE THE NINETIES BEGIN! 


A Mississippi non-violent pacifist direct action civil rights 
Juniper/Pinion environmental Redwood Summer on the 
Colorado Plateau.... 



A CALL FOR FREEDOM RIDERS TO 

THE GRAND CANYON 


This summer, students, civil rights activists, environmentalists, 
ranchers, Tupperware activists, workers, computer programmers, 
colorists, post-modernists, industrialists, labor leaders, retired army 
generals, insurance fraud detectors, truck drivers, yuppies, and 
everyone else for that matter will be piling into busses, freight trains, 
tractor trailers, and cattle trucks to make that ultimate symbolic and final 
direct action statement. In an ultimate act of coalition building, we will 
all unite to become one, one whole cosmic entity , one whole mass of 
metal and bodies in a pile at the bottom of the greatest canyon on earth. 
So let’s shoot our war guns in ‘91, send Columbus to Timbuktu in ‘92, 
and let’s make North America... 

■■■ Human-Free by ‘93! 1^1 
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Predator Releases continued... 


CAFF it was an ecological issue, not 
a moral one. Human morality 
should never take preference to eco- 
logical integrity. These would be 
only temporary visitors, and live- 
feeding was the only way of know- 
ing whether they were capable of 
survival outside the cage. We would 
do whatever was necessary to en- 
courage independence in these 
predator species. 

By the end of January, we had 
all the animals adequately housed 
and eight mink rehabilitation pens 
almost complete. A donation of 
$2,000 from the Society Against 
Vivisection meant enough food 
and materials for a couple months. 
Now we could begin the process of 
rehabilitation. The three goals 
would be instilling a fear of hu- 
mans, building up of muscular 
strength and health and 
reintroduction of a natural diet. 

In February it was time for the 
Seattle Fur Exchange's annual auc- 
tion. We agreed it necessary to at- 
tend the auction and document the 
distribution of mink pelts into the 
world market from animals I had 
seen over the past year. It was also a 
chance for me to learn more about 
mink from ranchers. 

The next six days were spent 
posing as a fur rancher, grading the 
1.2 million pelts being offered for 
auction. If Bruce Campbell had 
pelted out the animals now on our 
sanctuary, they would have made 
less than one full-length coat. In- 
stead they would be returned to an 
ecosystem where a niche for them 
existed. They would hunt and be 
hunted. Maybe the mink would be 
eaten by a great-horned owl. At least 
then they would be playing a role in 
the ecological society they were sto- 
len from. 

During the auction, I con- 
versed with fur ranchers, buyers, 
industry spokespeople, and the staff 
of the Seattle Fur Exchange (SFX). I 
met the Board of Directors of the 
FFAWC. At the Doubletree Inn in 
Tukwila, I had an in-depth discus- 
sion with Jim Leischow, of 
Leischow Mink Farm in Kenosha, 
Wisconsin, about mink genetics. 
After 70 years of captive-breeding, 
mink had become genetically al- 
tered to obtain various color phases. 

I asked ranchers, who spent 
their lives raising mink about the 
threat escapeees pose genetically to 
wild populations. With an under- 


standing of mink genetics as a pre- 
requisite to obtaining the most 
commercially popular color phase, 
mink ranchers know more about 
mink than most biologists. 

Mink are native only to North 
America. Although there is an Eur- 
asian species, these are believed to 
be travelers across the ice bridge 
between this continent and Asia. 
For the most part, every mink popu- 
lation outside of North America is 
introduced. For countries like the 
Soviet Union, Scandanavia, west- 
ern Europe, and Britain, mink 
populations in the wild have almost 
all originated from escapes from fur 
farms. Because of the lack of wild 
populations to gauge impact, it's 
hard to determine the degree of 
genetic polluting outside America. 

Here in the Northwest it's an- 
other story. One farm in Utah sim- 
ply live-trapped a few chicken-kill- 
ing wild mink in 1925 and bred 
them in captivity. Today, the 
Vernon family operates five fur 
ranches in the state and consis- 
tently tops auction sales. Mink on 
fur farms must be fed a scientifically 
controlled diet. 

There are over 30 color variet- 
ies of mink fur recognized, ranging 
from black to white, and even pink. 
Of these, black is the closest genetic 
variation to wild mink, which are 
shades of brown and black. Black is 
also the most popular color phase 
on the market today. Our mink 
were darks, and if sold through the 
SFX, would have carried the trade 
name of Blackglama. Dark mink are 
the best candidates for 
reintroduction, because they have a 
minimal amount of genetic ma- 
nipulation in their breeding. 

Mink ranchers emphasized to 
me the importance in maintaining 
a scientific diet, otherwise the color 
phase and fur quality would be lost 
to the dominant wild genes that 
still exist in every mink. In order to 
maintain the recessive genetics that 
alter a mink's color you must not 
allow them to eat a natural diet. I 
asked ranchers what would happen 
if one genetically altered mink en- 
tered a wild mink population as a 
breeder. The answer was that, due to 
the overall small percentage of re- 
cessive genes evident in only one 
member of the wild population, in 
just two or three generations all 
traces of genetic impurity would be 
wiped out, bred out of existence by 


the dominant and well-adapted ge- 
netics of a native, wild population. 

We decided to only release one 
mink at a time, and we would never 
release a male anywhere near the 
range of another non-wild female. 
Our goal is to return fur animals to 
their native home, not one adulter- 
ated by humans. The case would be 
different if many genetically altered 
mink of both sexes were released in 
one area. The results might then be 
fore the recessive genes of this large 
exotic population to over power the 
wild, dominant gene pool of a 
smaller native population. 

Armed with this information, I 
returned to the sanctuary in mid- 
February. Once Spring began we 
hoped to begin releasing mink. Al- 
ready we had eight males in larger 
enclosures complete with logs, 
rocks and baths, subsisting on a diet 
of mice, rats and any domestic cat- 
killed rodents. The first live- 
feedings were an indication of what 
to expect from an animal raised in 
captivity but never domesticated. 
The mink had dug into their in- 
stinctual memories to remind 
themselves how to first seize the 
prey with one bite, then without 
releasing it, crush down until the 
skull or neck was pierced.Then the 
mink would release its prey and 
scour the logs and rocks for others 
that might have gone unnoticed. 
Once assured of no other prey 
present, the mink would return to 
the kill and eat everything, or just 
the head and place the remainder in 
its nest for later. 

With the introduction of live 
food, the minks' dispositions 
changed dramatically. By the 
middle of March, we had eight very 
angry mink who, when our live- 
food supply ran low, would refuse 
to eat pellets any longer. We began 
to scout out release sites. 

Another measure taken to pre- 
vent a threat to any wild popula- 
tions of lynx, bobcat, or mink was to 
have the animald' blood tested for 
any disease. Only if the results 
proved negative, would we release 
the animals. Every animal tested 


fencing from a state-owned facility , \ ■ 
feeling it only appropriate consid-' 
ering the state's attitude towards fur 
animals. 

Due to the possibility of our 
female mink becoming impreg- 
nated during the breeding season 
for wild mink, we decided to delay 
releases until the end of March. If 
our mink were burdened by search- 
ing for food for young, as well as 
themselves, their chances of sur- 
_vival would be lessened. /r? 

Tiiur to~uui fixsi leleases, we'Ejy . 
had the animals blessed by * ’ 
Blackfoot Medicine Woman fro 
Montana. 



te-tfre first week of April, we 

began releasing the mink. The night 
prior to release, the mink would be 
fed two or three mice or rats. At the 
release site we opened the first cage 
and the large male mink sniffed his 
new home. Fifteen minutes later, he 
was busy scanning his territory and 
playing in a stream. Not wanting to 
distract the mink's attention, we 
backed away and left the area. The 
euphoria was quickly washed away 
when, on the way home, we passed 
a mink farm. 

The next five weeks were spentj 
driving thousands of miles deliver- 
ing mink to wilderness areas across 
the Northwest. Routinely we would 
drive as far as roads would take us, 
then hike in with the mink on our 
backs, one person always on watch 
for hikers or hunters. As we 
searched for release sites, it became 
evident how little we could guaran- 
tee safety for the animals once 
freed. There were logging opera- 
tions to be avoided, hunting and 
trapping to be considered, and 
cam psites with sp ring vacationers. 

/The sobeTreality ofjusThow little 
true wilderness still existed made us j 
sick with disgust for the destructives^ 
nature of the white man's society v 

BUrtliorc wcic guud days also". 
On one release, a mink quickly 
found an animal's burrow. The 
mink entered, and as we left, we saw 
its head watching our departure 
from its new home. Another time, a 
young female mink burrowed un- 
der a log and began gathering t wigs 
a-oesu^h^ 
emory ot animal-rights activists 


I 

I 

> 

tc 
& 

.5 
\ , 




I crying, "But they'll starve to death!" 
rqade me laugh as I watched an- 
o her female mink burying its nose . , 
in a mouse hole, digging frantically. ^ 



was found toj>e_disease-ire£ i 

We "established general ruTesv^ y&qc/ grass to buihj- 
for release. 1) Animals would only Tpiemory ot aniTnal-ri 
be released into areas of native habi- 
tat/ 2) All animals would be released 
,.,/areas of little or no human intru- 
sion. 3) No two mink would be 
released where they might find 
each other and reproduce. We only 
wanted our mink to breed with wild 
mink, and their genetic difference 
from them to disappear. With these 
rules in mind, we prepared for the j 
j criminal act of releasing an animal / 

1 into the wilderness without the/ 

| consent of the Department of Wild- 
. life. 

.j Qnce we re cognize?! a possible 
release site, we would scout the area 
for signs of prey. We decided to 
release all the animals near a water 
source. We did not want them to 
have to travel far for water after the 
longjourney i n a vehicle. 

AtThis point we were concert-^ 




trating on the mink. Our financial 
situation prevented us from buying 
the chain-link fencing necessary to 
build large enclosures for the cats. 
Eventually our patience ran out, 
like our cash, and we stole enough 
material to build two 28 foot by 20 


/Ven if some of them did starve, we 
jelt the recognition of true freedom, 
f only for one day, was still better 
Ithan a life surrounded by wire and X 
g ad or good-intentioned humans- J 

With the knowledge that mink 
escaping from fur farms have sur- 
vived in places like Iceland without 
rehabilitation, we believe that our 
mink have an 80% chance at sur- 
vival. On one occasion a mink es- 
caped from the sanctuary. A few 
weeks later, while hiking along the 
creek running through the area, I 
found fresh mink droppings with 
hair in them. Due to logging, wild 
mink had not been sighted in the 
area in five years. Obviously this 
was one of our mink that had found 
prey and was reinhabiting the area. 

As every mink successfully 
completed our rehabilitation pro- 
cess and began a real life, we shifted 
our focus to the four bobcats and 
two lynx. Felis lynx and Felis nifUs 
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America. Habitat destruction and 
the fur trade have reduced lynx to a 
fraction of the animal nation they 
once were. Unlike the mink, the 
cats we liberated had yet to be ge- 
netically altered through genera- 
tions of captive breeding. Our 
lynx's grandparents were bom into 
the wilderness. One of our bobcats 
was born in the Bitterroots of 
Montana and captured as a kitten. 
The remaining bobcats were three 
and four generations out of the 
wild. 

The sub-species of bobcats we 
were dealing with were Rufus 
pallescens, whose range included 
western Montana. For the lynx, the 
subspecies, Lynx canadensis, inhab- 
ited boreal forests as far south as the 
Cascade mountains of what is now 
northern Oregon. Slowly, they have 
retreated north as the genocidal war 
on their kind continues. 

We contemplated the possibil- 
ity of reintroducing the lynx into an 
area where they had been extermi- 
nated. But without a substantial 
number of each sex, the chances of 
survival for just two were not favor- 
able. Instead, we would release 
them in an area where their grand- 
parents roamed. 

The cats' reclimatization to a 
natural diet was slower than the 
minks' had been. The lynx immedi- 
ately killed the rabbits fed to them, 
but did not eat them until four days 
later, just as we were beginning to 
worry about their health. By the 
time each cat was transferred to the 
large enclosures, all they would eat 
was live animals. This was the first 
time all the cats but one had 
touched the earth. For the first time, 
they were able to bury their feces as 
well as scratch the bark of live trees. 

The lynx diet consists mostly 
of snowshoe hares. The snowshoe 
hare population peaks every ten 
years or so followed by a natural die- 
off. Along with it comes the decline 
of the lynx population. The year 
1991 comes on the upswing of this 
cycle, so hare populations for our 
lynx should be at an optimum level. 
We fed the lynx a diet consisting of 
80% rabbits and 10% quail. The 
bobcats received 50% rabbits, 40% 
quail and 10% rats. 

After a period of three weeks in 
the large enclosures, the cats began 
demonstrating increased strength 
and activity. In the beginning of 
May we began releasing cats. We 
searched out release sites with mini- 
mal human activity as our priority. 
This led us to the discovery that 
almost all areas of bobcat habitat are 
open to bobcat hunting. National 
Parks were to be avoided, due to the 
high level of human traffic. We 
opted for isolation in low-use wil- 
derness areas. Bobcat hunting 
would not begin until Fall, so we 
could only hope by then the cats 
would be wary of all humans. We 
also would release the bobcats one 
at a time, near a water source. 

The first bobcat release was a 
young female who had developed a 
reputation for stealing quail from 
the neighboring cat on the sanctu- 
ary. We leaned the transport cage 
against a young cedar tree and flung 
open the door. We withdrew a quar- 
ter mile, and when we returned half 
and hour later she was nowhere to 
be seen. 

For the cat releases we con- 




structed a carrier box four feet by 
two feet, covered with a tarp, and 
with a removable wall. Once we 
carried a cat to a release site, we 
would cut back the tarp and allow 
the animal to become acquainted 
with the surroundings before open- 
ing the door. Within fifteen min- 
utes of every release, the cats would 
disappear into the forest. As we 
hiked out of one release site, I 
caught a glimpse of motion. When 
I turned to look, all I saw was the 
south end of a bobcat, as it galloped 
through the forest, gazing upward 
at the old-growth douglas fir trees. I 
yelled and threw rocks at her, re- 
minding her of the threat all hu- 
mans pose. On one bobcat release, 
we were puzzled at a junction in the 
dirt road, looking for a good loca- 
tion for a large male bobcat. Just 
then I spotted a cottontail rabbit 
beneath a tree and followed the 
direction it ran. I'd like to think that 
it was that cat's first wild meal. 

The lynx had been housed to- 
gether at Campbell's Fur Ranch 
with the hopes of breeding them. 
Lynx do not become sexually ma- 
ture until two years of age . T o moni- 
tor individual responses to rehabili- 
tation, the lynx were separated with 
a wire partition. Spring 1991 was 
their second birthday, so it was de- 
cided that we would release them 
together. We had located a region of 
lynx habitat that had been isolated 
due to a bridge washout the previ- 
ous winter. The area was perfect. 
Not only did the area harbor a high 
population of snowshoe hares, 
which darted across the road as we 
approached, but it also bordered the 
largest roadless area in the state. 

Five Earth Firstlers and animal 
liberationists were recruited for the 
thirty mile hike from the end of the 
road. On top of the cats in two 
separate transport cages, we also 
had to carry all our own gear and a 
couple dead rabbits as a last free 
meal. We would also distribute the 
lynx's own fecal matter in a radius 
of the release site to mark this terri- 
tory as theirs now. 

While four people began the 
trek, I rode ahead on my mountain 
bike to scout the trail. Four people 
carrying two large boxes in the 
middle of the wilderness might 
draw attention if seen. Ten miles 
along the trail, I skid to a halt as I 
saw fresh tracks below me. The 
space between the toes left no doubt 
that they belonged to lynx. With 
the region isolated by the road clo- 
sure, lynx had begun to reclaim 
their homeland. After twelve hours 
at a horribly slow pace, the three 
women and two of us men had only 
covered twelve miles. We camped 
that night near a river and fed the 
lynx their last free lunch. I hiked a 
mile further along the trail and dis- 
covered a hair trail and lynx tracks 
only hours old, where some critter 
entered back into the great food 
chain. 

The next day the lynx were 
restless. We could not carry them a 
hundred yards without them lung- 
ing against the walls of the cages, 
their huge furry toes slowly pulling 
away the tarps. We wrote it off as 
their impatience to be free. By mid- 
day, we had covered the remainder 
of the trail until we were blocked by 
a huge fallen grandmother tree. We 
positioned the cages alongside each 


other near a meadow along the 
river. I stood between the cages with 
one hand on each door and pulled 
them open. By the time I ran to an 
observation point, the cats were on 
their way out of the area, one fol- 
lowing the other. The male waded 
through a glacial stream, drinking 
from running water for the first 
time. After less than 15 minutes, the 
only trace left of the ex-fur farm 
prisoners were the two empty boxes 
and their tracks leading north. 

That night we camped before 
the long hike out the next day. Our 
campsite was littered with the 
empty boxes smelling of urine, the 
empty bags used to carry the rabbits 
and the plastic bags used to distrib- 
ute the feces. We did not think of 
the scent siren we presented to the 
locals. Suddenly, yet quietly, I 
heard a sound just feet away. 
GGGRRRrrr.... My eyes widened 
and my heart raced, surely the river 
had produced this strange sound. 
Then again, GGGRRRrrr.... This 
time it was unmistakable. A lynx 
was prowling our campsite, at- 
tracted by the scent of another lost 
cousin. For. what seemed an eter- 
nity, the animal roamed our 
campsite, banging on cages and 
ripping plastic. 

Everything I tried to explain to 
mv animal-right s friends about ^me^ 
^dhlmal liberatio p>and biocentrioty 
was best paraphrased with the 
growl around my head. Native 
American Wilderness and the spirit 
of freedom was rolled up in the forty 
pounds of fur and flesh that made 
me feel like a mouse in a mink hole. 

With the conclusion of our fur 
farm rehabilitation project came a 
new dimension in the war against 
the fur trade. For the first time, as far 
as we know, native American wild- 
life imprisoned on a fur ranch had 
been returned home. Now came a 
challenge to the fur farm industry 
never presented by the animal wel- 
fare movement. If fur farmers are 
really environmentalists, then why 
not return all hostages to their natu- 
ral habitat to fulfill their ecological 
importance as predators? There is 
no question about it, the fur farm 
industry must be abolished. The 
only point of contention is how it 
should be done. 

As the fur industry declines, we 
must not declare victory too soon. 
The 400 year old monster is mor- 
tally wounded, but we cannot rest 
until it is dead. As more fur ranches 
go bankrupt, the supply of fur de- 
clines. This has allowed an opportu- 
nity for the demand from Asia to 
capitalize on the situation. The 
world's top quality mink pelts come 
from American fur ranches, I was 
told by buyers from Japan and Ko- 
rea. This is due to the large amount . 
of livestock and poultry by-prod- 
ucts available to fur farms as feed 
from the animal agriculture indus- 
try. This is a vital ingredient in a 
mink's scientifically controlled 
diet. 

As the surplus of mink pelts 
from the overproduction era of the 
last decade are reduced, those fur 
farms that survive the next two 
years will begin to reap the benefits 
of a decreased supply and increased 
Asian demand. Pelt prices will begin 
to rise and the 600 remaining fur 
ranches in this country may sur- \ 
vive. Research funded by the Mink 
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Farmers Research Foundation is 
underway that, if successful, would 
lower the costs to raise mink, thus 
widening the profit-margin for fur 
ranchers. Also, a handle on diseases 
occurring on fur farms due to inten- 
sive confinement is just around the 
laboratory con xeu —- — ' ^ 

The Coalition Against -Fur 
Farms is not a protest group, nor are 
we an animal-rights group. We are a 
warrior society, dedicated to fight- 
ing for the ecological int egrity o: 
America's last wild p laces ./We rec- 
ognize all animals nn fur rahT Fipsas 
political prisoners of the war on 
naftrre aml~snaii strive to rescue 
them bylmvTh^a nTnecessary A FF 
does not recognize laws that justify 
the destruction of fur animals, and 
we encourage others to disregard 
the ineffective methods of protest 
in favor of direct action in defense 

of the last wild ani mal n ations. 

Thi animal rights movement J 
(refuses to recognize the ecological / 
injustices committed on fur 
ranches, and for this reason we need 
| to launch a more biocentric anti-fu r 
^project. ^We do not have any money 
and still are in debt from the reha- 
bilitation project, so if you want to 
help give fur ranchers nightmares, 
send money ^tTFTmdre TmporfariflyT 
launch your own campaign of sabo- 
tage against the fur industry. W 
Ihave lots of names and number: 
(available to fur-farm fight ers. 

' GAFF is one hundred perc ent 
behind a ny il l egal direct action d i- 
Tect ed against the fur ranching i n- 
dustry and willing to sp eak on be- 
half Of an yac ti ons tha t do not kill 
anybody. For the lynx, bobcat, 
mink and fox nations, act now. Find 
a fur shop in your area and smash or 
etch its windows. Liquid steel ruins 
locks and bomb threats cost only a 
quarter. If you live in an area where 
furs are worn, fill a squirt bottle with 
red dye or battery acid and let fly. If 
you're presentable enough to get 
into a fur shop department store, 
take a .razor blade and slash the 
coals-^n Britain, direct action has ! 
r educed the fur in dustry hy 70% 

The FBI has launched a major 
investigation into the anti-fur 
movement and th e~$l5 .OOCPf&ward ? 
for ALF me mbers attests to the fa ct j„ 
Thardlfect action is hurt ing thejur / 
tndnstrvT~ Fur ranchers in Oregon 
and Washington have announced 
that they have armed themselves 
against the ALF and are prepared for 
further attacks. Last week I re ceiv ed^ 
f a death threat, and ranchers have 
told me they w oul d kill any activis t 
found on their property, ' I am cur? 

V rently wanted for questioning by 
the Feds and my family is being 
harassed by the FBI in their attempt 
to locate me and shut me up.J fhis 
year Montana passed the tough est 
anti-AL F law, makingit a felony t o 
photograph or release fur farm ani- 
JmaSnryou^etHuglrU'TOuTacFten 
years in jail and a $100,000 fine. We 
must stand up against the 
government's threats and not be 
intimidated by their anti -nature 
rhetoric. We must remind ourselves 
what it means to put the Earth first. 
It's more than a slogan, it's a way of 
life. Now let's stop talking and get to 
work. 
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BEARSBEARSBEARSBEARSBEARS 


The UglyRealities of Black Bear Hunting 

By Randall Restless 


Black bears (Urns americanus ) 
are the more numerous of the three 
species of bears found in North 
America. They are wide-ranging 
omnivores which are relatively tol- 
erant of the presence of humans 
and are beloved by Americans as 
one of our best-known wildlife 
species. Unlike the grizzly, they 
have not yet been extirpated from 
large portions of their range. Also 
unlike the grizzly, they are widely 
hunted in the Lower 48 states. 
Controversy is building in many, 
western states over the methods 
employed by hunters to find and 
kill black bears and over the very 
concept of black bear hunting. The 
Predator Project is focusing consid- 
erable energy 7 on black bears and 
human activities which may 
threaten them, particularly hunt- 
ing. So far we have been tracking 
bear management in Idaho, Wyo- 
ming and Colorado. 

Black bears are hunted in a va- 
riety 7 of insidious ways. Hunters use 
radio-collared dogs to track and 
corner bears. Besides, the usual Fall 
hunts, black bears are hunted in the 
Spring in some states, when bears 
are vulnerable and in poor condi- 
tion after hibernation and there is a 
high likelihood of females with 
nursing cubs being killed. In what 
may be the most unsavory method, 
black bears are also hunted with 
"bait stations," where rotten food, 
dead animals or garbage are left day 
after day to lure bears in. The bears 
become habituated, even depen- 
dent on the handouts, then are 
shot. Bow hunters commonly use 
this technique. 

We are beginning our black bear 
hunting campaign by focusing 
mainly on baiting, which presently 
seems to be generating the most 
controversy and opposition. We 
have uncovered ethical, legal and 
biological problems with the prac- 
tice of baiting. 

Ethics of Baiting: There are none 

In a letter to the Duchesne Dis- 
trict of the Ashley N.F., The Utah 
Wilderness Association wrote "The 
notion of placing rotting garbage 
on public lands to lure a hungry 
bear emerging from its den into 
shooting range is unusually repul- 
sive and stands the concept of 
"sportsmanship" on its ear. We 
can't imagine the Forest Service 
being party to such an obnoxious 
act." The Utah-based Bear Net 
wrote in their summer newsletter 
that "We do not hunt any other big 
game species during its annual 
young rearing season, nor do we 
tolerate bait hunting of deer, elk, 
antelope, ducks or geese, or allow 
fishermen to chum for fish. Yet we 
refuse to allow the same standards 
of sportsmanship and ethical 
hunting (which we) extend to al- 
most every other game species." 
Forest Service Opposes Baiting 

Concern over baiting has also 
come from some unexpected quar- 
ters. In a letter to the Chairman of 
the Idaho Fish&Game Commis- 
sion, Stan Tixier, Regional Forester 
for the Intermountain Region of the 
US Forest Service, outlined five rea- 
sons for which the Forest Service felt 
that baiting should be banned in 
Region 1 (Northern) and Region 4: 
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1) Public Attitudes and Ethics of 
Bear Baiting: Increased public scru- 
tiny of and opposition to sport 
hunting, and the precedent of ille- 
gality of other wildlife attractants 
(such as salt blocks for elk). 

2) Undesired Potential Conflicts for 
Other Wildlife: Bear baits could 
attract other wildlife, namely griz- 
zly bears, mountain lions and wol- 
verines, to the area, thus inviting 
undesired conflicts and jeopardy to 
these non-target species. 

3) Conflicts With Dispersed 
Recreationists: Bear baiting has the 
potential to conflict with the grow- 
ing interest with dispersed recre- 
ational activities such as backpack- 
ing, mountain biking and photog- 
raphy. 

4) Littering: The baits themselves, 
along with permanent structures 
used in the practice, can affect vi- 
sual and water quality and public 
safety, and essentially amount to 
littering. 

5) Administration of Bear Baiting 
Activi- 
ties: The 

practice 
estab- 
lishes an- 
other ac- 
t i v i t y 
which is 
difficult 
to moni- 
tor for 
compli- 
a n c e 
with 
land 
manage- 
m e n t 
s t a n - 
dards. 

These 
are all 
excellent 
reasons 
to end 
the prac- 
tice of 
bear bait- 
i n g , 
which 

we view not as hunting but as 
slaughter. Montana has already 
outlawed baiting. The following is 
an analysis of information we have 
uncovered about baiting and other 
bear hunting issues in Colorado, 
Wyoming, and Idaho. 

Colorado: Spring hunts to be 
phased out 

A study of Colorado registered 
voters and black bear hunters com- 
missioned by the Colorado Divi- 
sion of Wildlife revealed that 
"There is little voter support for bear 
hunting with bait or dogs." Spring 
bear hunting is also opposed by a 
majority of the public. A 1989 sur- 
vey showed that almost 90% of re- 
spondents were bothered by the 
idea of spring hunts which might 
result in the death of females with 



The Colorado Wildlife Commis- 
sion recenty decided to phase out 
Spring bear hunts due to public op- 
position. This is significant, as 2/3 
of black bears taken in Colorado in 
recnt years have been taken in the 
Spring. Colorado will also scale 
back hunting with dogs and will not 
sell bear tags during the October- 
November big game rifle season. 
Thanks to all of you who wrote the 
commission or attended the No- 
vember hearing. 

Wyoming: Littering isn't really lit- 
tering 

Each state has different regula- 
tions regarding the administration 
of black bear baiting. In Wyoming, 
hunters are required to obtain a 
special use permit from the Forest 
Service for baiting on National For- 
ests. The permit outlines a series of 
stipulations which must be met to 
legally bait for bears. Though it is 
illegal to leave refuse, debris, or lit- 
ter in an exposed condition on pub- 
liclands [36CFR261. 11(b)], theper- 

mits allow 
legalized 
littering 
under an 
1897 pub- 
lic lands 
law (30 
Stat. 35; 16 
U . S . C . 
551). The 
Forest Ser- 
vice in 
Wyoming 
is experi- 
encing in- 
r e a s e d 
problems 
in adminis- 
tering bait- 
ing per- 
mits. The 
Lander Dis- 
trict of- the 
Shoshone 
. . National 

Forest can- 
celled this 
year's fall 
baiting sea- 
son due to 68% non-compliance 
with permits during the spring 1991 
season, stating that they will not 
allow activities they cannot admin- 
ister. 

Baiting also occurs on the Wind 
River District,, where baiting since 
1982 has been permitted only dur- 
ing theSpring season. 38 permits 
were issued in 1990 and 29 in 1991. 
A traditional black bear baiting area 
on the district was closed to baiting 
in 1991 due to the presence of griz- 
zly bears. Baiting is not allowed in 
recognized occupied grizzly habitat 
in Wyoming or Idaho, yet it un- 
doubtedly occurs, as grizzlies are 
expanding their range in the Wyo- 
ming portion of the Greater 
Yellowstone area, particularly on 
the Shoshone National Forest. The 


nursing cubs (at least 6 nursing fe- 
males were killed by hunters in 
1990). This survey also revealed 
that about 75% of the public op- 
poses the use of bait and hounds in 
bear hunting because these prac- 
tices give hunters unfair advan- 
tages. 54% of bear hunters surveyed 
also opposed the use of hounds, 
while 25% opposed the use of baits. 


Wind River District admits that 
"We have received numerous com- 
plaints which center around the 
smell of the baits and allowing bait- 
ing in areas covered by the Grizzly 
Bear Special order (occupied habi- 
tat). 

In response to a letter from the 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
which brought up the points out- 


lined by Stan Tixier, Pete Petera, the 
Director of the Wyoming Game and 
Fish Dept., pretty much wrote off 
any concerns over bear baiting. He 
said that, "We don't feel most of the 
points in (Mr. Tixier's) letter have 
merit. Those that have merit are 
only so because of enforcement 
problems within the Forest Ser- 
vice." In other words, the Game 
and Fish Dept, is doing everything 
right. Petera claims that baits have 
provided a great deal of protein for 
non-target species in parts of Wyo- 
ming. Perhaps so, but in the process 
animals like wolverines and griz- 
zlies have most likely become ha- 
bituated to and even dependent 
upon human food sources! Besides, 
it is illegal to feed wildlife on public 
land, and agencies like the Park 
Service have put considerable effort 
into discouraging the public from 
doing so. In response to the issue of 
littering, Petera states "Littering 
occurs everywhere." Oh, then I 
guess we don't need to do anything 
about it. What other activity do you 
know of which allows one to break 
laws against littering and feeding 
wildlife simply by getting a permit? 
But, according to Petera, Wyoming 
Game and Fish has it all under 
control. I do think, however, we 
should give Wyoming credit for 
banning baiting in some areas 
where grizzly use is increasing. 
Idaho: Bear baiting ban thrown out 
A very different attitude is preva- 
lent in the Idaho Fish and Game 
Dept. On November 14, 1990 the 
Department issued a draft black 
bear management plan 

reccommending prohibition of 
black bear baiting. The manage- 
ment plan stated, "The 

Department's criteria indicate that 
bears are being overharvested in 
many areas of the state. Research in 
Idaho and elsewhere has demon- 
strated that bears are easily at- 
tracted to baits, making them 
highly vulnerable. Eliminating 
baiting will reduce bear vulnerabil- 
ity and allow populations to recover 
to biologically acceptable levels." 
The Department admitted that 22 
of 72 units open to bear hunting, or 
nearly 1/3 of the state, show 
symptoms of overharvest. This is 
primarily true of the northwestern 
part of the state. This seems a pretty 
clear indictment of baiting, yet the 
hunting lobby screamed loud 
enough that the Fish and Game 
Commission rejected the draft plan 
and is forcing the Department to 
start from scratch. This was despite 
a January 1991 survey which 
showed that 45% of hunters sur- 
veyed supported the elimination of 
baiting, while 35% were opposed. 

Unlike Wyoming, the Forest 
Service in northern Idaho, which 
lies within Region 1 of the Forest 
Service, has no permit system for 
baiting. According to Michael King, 
Supervisor of the Nez Perce Na- 
tional Forest, "Since we have no 
permit system in place, we have no 
information about the practice lo- 
cally. The Nez Perce Forest does not 
have information on locations 
where bears are baited frequently or 
how many bears are taken this way. 
Since we have no permit system in 
Continued next page 


BEARSBEARSBEARSBEARSBEARS 

Grizzlies to be Delisted 
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place, knowledge about user con- 
flicts is weak and not documented." 
In other words, the Forest Service in 
Idaho is allowing an activity it has 
no way to administer or track. 

Black bear baiting and hunting 
with hounds has been banned in 
the Selkirk Mountains of Northwest 
Idaho and Northeastern Washing- 
ton and in the Idaho portion of the 
Yellowstone grizzly bear ecosystem 
since at least 1986 as a means of 
protecting the grizzly bear popula- 
tions which survive there. 

Bear Advocates Needed at Idaho 
Hearings This Winter! 

Idaho Fish and Game is holding 
15 public meetings on black bear 
management early in 1992. Con- 
tact the Predator Project if you need 
the schedule. Obviously, most of 
you will not be able to attend these 
hearings. However, letters from 
across the country will impress 
upon Idaho's wildlife managers 
that these bears are not Idaho's 
proerty. They are a national heri- 
tage, and we should all have a say in 
their fate. Let's take this beyond 
Idaho. Idaho's management of 
black bears has ramifications for 
black bears nationwide. 

Tell Idaho Fish and game your 
ideas for managing bears. We 
strongly suggest you ask for elimi- 
nation of black bear baiting, hunt- 
ing with hounds, and Spring hunts. 
Of course, we are opposed to any 
hunting of predators. Suggest a 
more ecologically and ethically 
sound approach to bear manage- 
ment which recognizes the bears' 
role as omnivores and their right to 
exist. 

Write to: Wildlife Bureau, Idaho 
Dept, of Fish and Game, POB 25, 
Boise, ID 83707. 

Predator Project Seeks Informa- 
tion on Black Bear Hunting in 
Grizzly Habitat 

Black bear hunting in grizzly 
habitat poses a real threat to griz- 
zlies, mainly because of the 
liklelihood that hunters will mis- 
take grizzlies for black bears. Griz- 
zlies are protected under the En- 
dangered Species Act and there is 
currently no hunting season on 
grizzlies in the lower 48. Though 
some types of black bear hunting 
have been banned in some grizzly 
habitat, not enough is being done 
to ensure that grizzlies are protected 
from poaching or mistaken identi- 
fication. 

Thus the Predator Project is 
seeking evidence of black bear 
hunting having a negative impact 
on grizzlies. Anything you come 
across — articles, reports, etc — 
please send them on. We will keep 
all sources confidential. Thanks!! 

— Phil Knight, Predator Project, 
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 



By Keith J Hammer, copyrights 

Irt 1987, the Interagency Grizzly 
Bear Committee (IGBC) began moni- 
toring observations of female grizzly 
bears with cubs of the year (FCY) as 
one of several measurements of grizzly 
bear recovery in the Northern Conti- 
nental Divide Ecosystem (NCDE). 
Observations in 1987 and 1989 
numbered 27 and 25, respectively, are 
likely to fall short of the then 30 FCY 
three-year average intended to repre- 
sent the recovery goal set in 1982 at 
560 bears. IGBC members announced 
the NCDE population had reached re- 
covery levels, increased efforts to ob- 
serve FCY in 1989, and "reanalyzed" 
the 30 FCY goal. 

Observations of FCY increased in 
1989 to 35, resulting in a three-year 
average of 29, still short of the 30 FCY 
goal. The IGBC lowered the recovery 
goal to a 22 FCY average intended to 
represent 440 bears. Although obser- 
vations of FCY dropped to 12 in 1990, 
the resulting three-year average of 25 
FCY still meets the now reduced FCY 
recovery goal. i he following discussion 
and referenced documents show that 
the IGBC abandoned scientific and 
professional integrity in manipulating 
monitoring goals and methods in order 
to justify the prior conclusion that the 
NCDE grizzly bear population has re- 
covered and should be "delisted". 

In 1987, members of the 
Interagency Grizzly Bear Commit- 
tee (IGBC) began monitoring ob- 
servations of female grizzly bears 
with cubs of the year (FCY) as one of 
several measurements of grizzly 
bear recovery in the Northern 
Continental Divide Ecosystem 
(NCDE). At that time, 30 FCY ob- 
served on a three-year average was 
set as the criteria necessary to meet 
the NCDE recovery goal of 560 
bears set forth in the 1982 Grizzly 
Bear Recovery Plan (Servheen 
1989). The 1982 Recovery Plan, 
however, set 56 FCY observed on a 
six-year average as the criteria nec- 
essary to meet the 560 bear goal 
(Jantzen 1982). 

Observations of FCY in 1987 
and 1988 numbered 27 and 25 FCY, 
respectively (Reid 1990). Late in 
1988, the IGBC announced that the 
NCDE population had "reached 
levels established in the existing 
recovery plan", recommended "the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service ini- 
tiate the delisting process", and 
concluded "(i)t appears that con- 
current with the completion of the 
revised Recovery Plan adequate 
data will exist to delist the popula- 
tion". (IGBC undated). 

Following an IGBC meeting in 
early 1989, the Chairman of the 
IGBC wrote "(t)he IGBC believes 
that the requirements for a target of 
30 uncfuplicated females with cubs 
should be reanalyzed by the NCDE 
subcommittee to validate the fig- 
ure." (Strickland 1989). IGBC 
member Montana Department of 
Fish, Wildlife and Parks (MDFWP) 
objected to the 30 FCY target, stat- 
ing "(t)he IGBC has agreed that the 
NCDE population has reached a 
level of recovery. It seems illogical 
to establish a recovery parameter 
which would be impossible to ob- 


tain at its present density." 
(Erickson 1989 in Servheen 1989). 

While the IGBC was looking at 
changing the recovery goal, it was 
also looking at ways to increase 
observations of FCY. IGBC member 
US Forest Service (USFS) predicted 
that, under the established moni- 
toring system "(t)he lack of (suffi- 
cient) observations in 1987 and 
1988. ..will preclude achievement 
of production and occupancy 
monitoring goals." (Brannon 
1989). Similarly, MDFWP found 
that "(I)n order to achieve the (30 
FCY) average, 38 females with cubs 
will have to be sighted in 1989 
(Marcouxl989). 

In response to likely insuffi- 
cient observations, MDFWP indi- 
cated "(i)n many respects, this goal 
is related to the amount of effort 
expended to achieve it, and all 
participants pledged to make an 
effort to make these observations." 
(Marcoux 1989). The Flathead Na- 
tional Forest agreed to increase its 
monitoring efforts, including in- 
creased use of remote cameras and 
aerial surveys, stating its proposed 
"monitoring effort is significantly 
greater and different than the ob- 
servation reporting system that we 
have been using. I feel this level of 
effort is needed in order to deal with 
the delisting issue in 1989. We will 
return to the observation reporting 
system that we have used in the 
past, in future years; as this is the 
agreed to monitoring system of the 
IGBC Managers Subcommittee." 
(Brannon 1989). 

It is apparent from the 
Flathead's statement that the IGBC 
knew that it must conduct a con- 
sistent monitoring effort in order to 
obtain reliable monitoring results. 
In this regard, MDFWP later clearly 
states "(w)e have a concern in using 


By Mad Hatter, Cannebrake EF! 

"These people believe animals 
have the same rights as humans. 
85% of them are vegetarians and 
you aren't ever going to find any 
common ground with a vegetar- 
ian." 

So states J. Ben Rowe, a 
Gainesville, Florida member of 
Florida's Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission. He also states 
"Bear hunting has been a tradition. 
There's not a whole lot of people left 
who want to hunt bear." 
MARVELOUS!!! 

Florida's Black Bear population 
is estimated between 500 and 1000. 
Since 1980 460 Bears have been 
killed by hunters, with automobiles 
killing another 234. 

The sub-species is so threat- 
ened that hunting is now only per- 
mitted in two counties and the 
Apalachicola and Osceola National 
Forests. For 18 months the director 
of the USFWS, John Turner, has 


minimum values with no measure 
of effort. ..Distribution of bears by 
BMU (bear management unit) is 
absolutely related to effort and 
minimally related to the popula- 
tions of each BMU." (Erickson 
1990). 

Increased 'monitoring efforts 
in 1989 resulted in the observation 
of 35 FCY (Reid 1990), bringing the 
three-year average to 29 FCY, still 
short of the then 30 FCY goal. Fol- 
lowing the reanalyses of the 30 FCY 
observation goal ordered by the 
IGBC Chairman, the goal was low- 
ered to 22 FCY to account for FCY 
not actually observed and to repre- 
sent a lowered recovery goal of 440 
bears (Servheen 1989 and 1990). 
The revised goal of 22 FCY is in- 
cluded as one of the NCDE recovery 7 
goals in the draft revised Grizzly 
Bear Recovery Plan (Servheen 
1990). In 1990, 12 FCY were ob- 
served (Claar 1991), resulting in a 
more recent three-year average of 
24 FCY. 

By increasing the monitoring 
efforts in 1989 and decreasing re- 
covery goals, the IGBC now has in 
hand monitoring data intended to 
demonstrate that the FCY criteria 
for NCDE grizzly bear recovery and 
delisting are being met. The above 
discussion and referenced docu- 
ments make it readily apparent that 
the IGBC did not set out to develop 
a grizzly bear monitoring system 
which would objectively discern 
whether or not the NCDE popula- 
tion had reached recovery status. 
Instead, it is readily apparent that 
the IGBC started with the conclu- 
sion that the NCDE population had 
recovered, then lowered recovery 
goals and manipulated the moni- 
toring process in order to justify the 
conclusion. 


been sitting on his "pompous ass", 
refusing to make a ruling on a fed- 
eral designation of threatened, stat- 
ing other species were higher on the 
agency's list of priorities. Sure is 
tough to walk down the street and 
chew gum at the same time, huh! 

The FGFWFC does not con- 
sider hunting a threat to the bear 
even though it agrees the bear 
meets the criteria for federal pro- 
tection??? So while government 
agencies sit on their butts, the Black 
Bear edges closer to extinction 
while the "good ole huntin' boys" 
can enjoy their. "God given right". 

According to one "hunter", 
hunting starts before dawn and 
entails a long day following the 
dogs that track and tree a bear be- 
fore it is shot. We will kill it and it 
goes back with us. We drag it out. It 
goes in the freezer. We don't leave 
anything to waste. 

SAB THE BASTARDS !!!!!!!!!!! 


Florida Bears Endangered 

Officials Refuse to Stop Slaughter 
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International News 


Send it Back to Sarawak 




Nicaraguan Marine Reserve Created 


Yesterday (4th of December) in 
the early hours of the morning the 
ship M.V. Singa Wilstream carry- 
ing tropical timber from Malaysia 
jm^t opposition both at land and at 
sea while it tried to dock in Tilbury, 
England. Four demonstrators 
chained themselves to the lock 
gates to prevent the ship from en- 
tering, while four motorboats con- 
taining Earth First! and Sea Shep- 
herd activists buzzed around the 
ship and attached a magnetic ban- 
ner to the ship proclaiming that 
"TIMBER IMPORTS=RAINFOREST 
DEATH!!". The Police had to re- 
move one activist from the lock so 
the ship could enter, and the ship 
narrowly missed another activist 
by 10 feet. 

The actions against the ship 
continued: At Ten o'clock a group 
of over one hundred people gath- 
ered and continually blockaded the 
entrance to the port. They chanted 
"EARTH FIRST! PROFITS LAST" and 
"SEND IT BACK TO SARAWAK". 
Many people entered the docks and 
had to by forcibly removed while 
attempting to reach the ship. Two 
women chained themselves to a 
pile of dead rainforest for over an 
hour. Vehicles breached security 
and made it to the ship. A woman 


climbed the cranes, thus delaying 
the unloading. 

The actions featured an un- 
precedented coalition of environ- 
mental groups including Friends of 
the Earth, The Green Party, Sea 
Shepherd, Sea Action, Rainforest 
Action Groups and Earth First!. 
/''Earth Hrst^actisisis Ar> gip Zeltgt 
a^idJalceBurbridge- who have both 
recently returned from prison se n- 
*~ tences in Sarawak - initiated and 
•"coordinated the actions as part of 
their pledge to the tribal people of 
Sarawak who are facing genocide at 
the hands of the timber industry 
and Malaysian and Sarawak gov- 
ernment. Jake Burbridge said " This 
action is the first stage in an 
campaign to ban the importation of 
tropical timber from Malaysia, 
within months we will be focusing 
upon every port. The people of 
Britain have shown that they do not 
want the timber here. We will not 
tolerate this immoral trade in death 
any longer. The murderers and 
criminals of the international tim- 
ber trade are on the run and we're 
after them." 

For further information on the 
campaign and issues contact Earth 
First! at +44 (0)81 806 1561. 


On October 31, Nicaraguan 
President Violet Chamorro signed 
an emergency decree establishing 
the Miskito Cays Marine Reserve. 
The Miskito Reserve will encompass 
over 5,000 square miles of reefs, sea 
grass beds and coral islands off the 
northeast coast of Nicaragua. The 
area is home to endangered sea 
turtles, manatees and other rare 
species, along with productive 
shrimp and lobster fisheries. 

The decree sets up a multi- 
agency commission to oversee an 
emergency plan to curb resource 
piracy by foreign fishing fleets in 
the area and to set up a permanent 
management plan for natural re- 
source conservation in the area. The 
commission includes representa- 
tives of the indigenous Miskito 
communities. 

The non-profit Caribbean 
Conservation Corporation recently 
received support from USAID to de- 
velop plans for the Miskito Cays 


protected area and to aid the newly 
formed community organization 
"MIKUPIA" ("Miskito Heart") in 
managing the protected area. It is 
not clear what USAID's plan for 
development in the area is, but their 
involvement should certainly make 
environmentalists nervous. 

While the grass beds and reefs 
of the Miskito Cays are one of the 
world's most important foraging 
grounds for endangered green sea 
turtles ( Chelonia mydas), many of 
these same turtles migrate 300 miles 
south to a single nesting beach 
along the northeast coast of Costa 
Rica. 

Costa Rican Vice Minister of 
Natural Resources Mario Boza is 
expected to sign a decree later this 
fall calling for the expansion of 
Turtuguero National Park, which 
shelters one of the most significant 
green turtle nesting beaches in the 
world. H* 


Sweet and Deadly 



Not that you might be surprised 
but a new environmental spectre 
has reared its ugly head in the on- 
going conventional agricultural 
saga. 

Bananas, it seems, are the num- 
ber one export crop for several of 
the Central and South American 
countries with Ecuador and Costa 
Rica being first and second respec- 
tively in total production. Accord- 
iing to Victor Menotti o f th e 
Rainforest Action Netwo rk: Costa) 
rftrea-is-etrffTng 2000 hectares of viry 
gin rainforest annually to add tcj 
I their existing massive network o] 
^multinati onal owned ban ana pla 
v tatinm T fi^nnHntiedgmwth S' 
expansion of the banana industry is 
a major goal of many Central 
American Governments and the 
multinational big boys such as 
United Fruit, Chiquita, Dole and 
PPI Del Monte. 

Marketing bananas is a billion 
dollar industry in itself, and it's easy 
to see why , as ban anas c o mpri se 
10% of total produce sales and an 
astounding 2% oTTotal profits for 
most supermarkets. Bananas are the 
single most popular .produce item 
in-America,, 

Bananas are grown in the typical 
unconscious western chemical ag- 
ricultural manner, leaving in its 
wake a legacy of massive fish kills, 
human chemical exposures, and 
poisoned and depleted soils. Ac- 
cording to Dr. Ann Thrupp of the 
World Resources Institute an as- 
tounding variety of insecticides, 
nematicides, herbicides, fungicides 
and fumigants constituting 40-44% 
of total input costs are used in ba- 
nana production. Many of these 
chemicals have restricted use clas- 
sification in the United States and 


some have even been banned. Dow 
Chemical continued to produce 
and sell DBCP, a pesticide, to the 
banana growers in Costa Rica after 
being banned in the U.S. 

Dow is now involved in a law- 
suit- Dow Chemical Co. and Shell 
Oil Co. v. Domingo Alfaro, et al, 
which is striving to reimburse Costa 
Rican plantation workers who suf- 
fered sterility from DBCP during the 
seventies. Some 2000 workers were 
affected, although many continue 
to work 

for 

Stan- 
dard 
Fruit be- 
cause 
n o 
other 
jobs are 
avail- 
able . 

Pes- 
t i c i d e 
residues 
in ba- 
n a n a s 
com- 
plete 
the 
circle of 
poison, 
bring- 
ing the 

reality to our own families unwit- 
ting mouths. The effects on the 
rainforest are devastating, far more 
detrimental than even cattle pro- 
duction due to the massive chemi- 
cal scale of banana production oc- 
curring there. In July of 1990 the 
largest fish kill to date occurred with 
over one-half million fish found 
floating belly up in one of the canals 
in Costa Rica. According to the In- 



ternational Marine Alliance, silt 
and pesticide run off in the rivers 
are reaking havoc with the coastal 
invertibrates and the hard corals in 
the Caribbean off of Costa Rica, 
destroying over 90% of the existing 
reefs. Shreds of pesticide-saturated 
blue plastic bags used to cover the 
bananas until harvest have been 
found washed up on the coast and 
in the stomachs of sea turtles. 

Bananas have been planted on 
both the Atlantic and Pacific coasts 
since 1899, with the plantations 

switching 
coasts af- 
ter either 
disease or 
soil poi- 
sonings 
reduced 
produc- 
tivity in 
the re- 
gion. 
United 
Fruit 
pulled out 
of the, 
town of 
Golfito in 
Costa 
Rica due 
to the ex- 
ten si ve 
copper 

residues left from the heavy applica- 
tions of fungicides, basically leav- 
ing the soils unusabl e for any a gri- 
cult ural pro duction. / According 
~ . Wing Ching, a sociologist at the 
Jniversity of Costa Rica, intensive 
banana cultivation depletes 

-4n-abcaitJ3-yeafsr / "The 
banana plantation is a plantation in 
movement; it migrates and occu- 
pies new space, modifies the land- 


scape and abandons areas which 
have been depleted." 

The resulting economic effects 
have been devastating for the de- 
pendent communities which are 
left with high unemployment and 
poisoned soils. This legacy of ex- 
ploitation is not new to the area and 
involves a variety of other agricul- 
tural endeavors, including cotton, 
sugar cane, coffee and beef pro- 
duction. 

According to Chris VanArsdale, 
who researched the banana issue for 
Ralph Nader's "Multinational 
Monitor", sustainable agricultural 
techniques could be immediately 
employed, which would greatly re- 
duce chemical use, top soil deple- 
tion and the subsequent siltation of 
rivers and coastal areas. So one 
might wonder what personally can 
be done to remedy this situation. 
§top eating non-organic bananas is 1 \ 
the first step. "Certified Organically ! I 
Grown" bananas are now widely] I 
available from Mexico. Writing 
nasty letters to the multinational 
growers telling them you refuse to 
buy chemically grown bananas 
would help too. Consumers will 
however need to lower their cos- 
metic expectations of bananas as 
organically grown ones are smaller 
and have more blemishes on them. 
Although organic bananas cost 
around 30% more than conven- 
tionally grown ones, it should not 
be difficult to change your pur- 
chasing just by looking at the true 
costs associated with chemically 
grown monocropped multina- 
tional bananas^eaTF'To”~calT? 


£ Chiqui 


ta Bananas: 1-800-344- 1299 
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Himalayas 

n,, • 


By Anand 

The Chipko movement, which 
became a symbol and legend within 
the environmental movement 
worldwide, had its roots in the 
foothills of the Himalaya Moun- 
tains. A group of village women 
hugged the trees near their homes 
to save them from loggers' saws. 
Despite the Chipko, the onslaught 
continues in the highest mountain 
range on earth. 

The Himalayas stretch 2400 
km long, 400 km wide and 6000 
meters high. They make up a com- 
plex ecosystem, with varied topog- 
raphy, climate and soil. Sunderlal 
bahuguna, one of the leaders of the 
Chipko movement, said that at the 
present rate of destruction the Hi- 
malayan ecosystem would not sur- 
vive another century. "If the 
present rate of deforestation con- 
tinues," he said, "The forests will 
reach a dead end by the year 2020." 

Dharamsala, a small town at 
the foot of the Himalayas in the 
Indian province of Himachal 
Pradesh (land of snow mountains) 
is a case in point. Built along the 
spur of the Dhauladhar ranges bor- 
dering the Kangra Valley, this was 
once a British hill resort. Now the 
place has the additional signifi- 
cance of the Dalai Lama and his 
followers who have established 
here the seat of the Tibetan 
govenemnt in exile giving it a 
strong Tibetan character. The con- 
tinuous stream of visitors from all 
over the world to Dharamsala who 
are attracted by Buddhist studies 
and spirituality lend it a cosmopoli- 
r tan charm 

The Chipko movement a nd it s. 
•--teadef-Sund erlal Bahug una 1 have 
1 appealed to the Indian government 
to effect total ban on all commercial 
logging in the Himalayas. Besides 


//)' 


this logging another primary cause 
of the degradation of the Himalayas 
is the extensive commercial cultiva- 
tion over slopes. 

The degradation of the 
Himalayas is evident in the areas 
around Dharamsala. Once heavily 
forested by deodar and pine and 
abounding in wildlife of all sorts, 
this former paradise is only vaguely 
remembered by the few spectaculr 
birds, the Paradise FlyCatchers, still 
flitting around. 

All sorts of buildings and 
settlements have come up in and 
around Dharamsala. The whole 
area of Upper Dharamsala which 
includes the internationally popu- 
lar Tibetan township called 
Mcleodgan j have been carved out of 
the forested mountain slopes. The 
heavy pressure of the population 
for fuel wood results in massive and 
coninuous deforestation of the re- 
maining forests on the high 
mountain slopes. Kerosene, the lo- 
cally popular alternative, is rarely 
available in the governmental de- 
pots which monopolize the sales. 
[The grazing of cattle, especially 
.goats, ensure that no fresh trees 
/may spring up to take the place of 
Ithose fallen. 

Tffe slafe hiines and continu- 
ous quarrying with explosives in 
and around the small hamlet of 
Bhagsu Nag, near Mcleodganj is 
killing not only the mountain 
slopes and the beautiful waterfalls 
there, but also the only remaining 
river inflow there by dumping all 
the waste from the mines into it. 

Another result of the settle- 
ments are the plethora of roads. 
Between Mcleodganj and Bhagsu 
Nag, on a single mountainside, 
there is a whole network of roads 
fragmenting and threatening the , 


US Wants New Panama Canal 


v 


By Victor Forsythe 

If you are unsure of what global 
warming is all about, visit the new 
Republic of Panama this winter. 
The sweat will ooze out of your 
body either in the blistering hot sun 
or in the shade. There is no relief 
from the heat except perhaps in 
cool air-conditioned homes of the 
rich. The heat is cooking tempers as 
well. People grumble about the 
mess left by the liberating gringo 
army which left homes and busi- 
nesses in ruins and wiped out the 
middle class of Panama City. As far 
as corruption is concerned, you can 
buy politicians cheap in Panama. 
Also for sale are the rainforests 
throughout the country, the most 
important being the watershed 
surrounding the Panama canal. 

What makes this old canal run 
is fresh water. However, as the 
rainforests surrounding the canal 
are cut down, erosion is silting up 
the once pristine lakes of the canal 
system. It is a losing battle as every 
year the silt gets worse and dredging 
will soon become too costly. This of 
course is of no great surprise to the 
U.S. military who have long sought 
a replacement to the out-dated old 
canal. They want a much broader 
"strategic” canal to move the big 
destroyers and carriers from ocean 


to ocean. 

The key to solving their prob- 
lems is Nicaragua. There is a large 
fresh water lake which would serve 
as the ideal center for the new 
nuclear canal. Rumor has it that all 
the undergound nuclear tests the 
U.S. has been conducting in'Nevada 
as "Top Secret" have one main 
purpose and that is for "strategic 
ground displacement." It does not 
matter to them that the unique eco- 
system in the lake is already very 
polluted. The fresh water shark is 
just another fish to the military 
planners. For this reason, Nicara- 
gua is very important to U.S. inter- 
ests in the region. 

Eco-Solar, based in Mexico 
City, is trying to stop rainforest de- 
struction through education and 
providing people with jobs through 
the application of alternative tech- 
nology. 

However, we cannot ignore 
the plans that foreign governments 
have in the region, above all, if it 
entails the use of nuclear energy as 
it did to the people of Bikini atoll 
who have not been able to return 
home since their island home was 
the site of nuclear testing 40 years 
ago. 


existence of the remaining forests. 
With every monsoon, a number of 
trees along these mountain cut 
roads are uprooted. 

International and domestic 
tourism have only abetted or at the 
best been mute witness to these 
crimes. Pollution has increased be- 
yond measure. The holiest moun- 
tain streams like the one behind 
Bhagsu Nag temple (which itself is a 
concrete monument over a pristine 
Himalayan pool) have become a 
refuse of plastics, junk food con- 
tainers and detergents. Epidemics 
like cholera and dysentery are 
rampant in this area because of the 
highly polluted drinking water 
sources. 

Tibet has been used by occupy- 
ing China as a site for the produc- 
tion of nuclear weapons a nd t he 

jumping of nnrlpir 

Five Point Peace Plan, the Dalai' 
Lama called for the end to the 
l{ \ nuc lear industry in Tibet. The Dalai 
(JjVLama won the 1987 Nobel Peace 
Prize for his plan; but the dumpingj 

goes onf ~ 

^ Hardest hit by the influx of the 
"civilized" world are nomadic 
tribespeople like the Ghatti shep- 
herds who were once attuned to 
living in harmony with nature on 
the Himalayan grasslands. Now the 
Ghattis are mostly settled around 
Chamba and Dalhousie areas fur- 
ther north of Dharamsala. However 
a small group is settled near 
Dharamsala on a single mountain 
slope. These noble mountain no- 
mads are now completely accultur- 
ated. Their main sources of income 
now are the rents from tourists and 
agriculture on the mountain slopes. 
Their indigenous values, lifestyle 
and spirituality have all been af- 
fected. Unknowingly they have be- 

Haitians 
Return Waste 

The industrialized world's 
habit of dumping wastes in the 
Third World may soon change as 
they find it being dumped right 
back. 

That's what two environmen- 
tal groups in Haiti are doing with 
some of the 2700 tons of 
Philadelphi'a incinerated ash that 
has been shipped to their country. 
Les Amis de la nature and the Ciabo 
Club have sent back close to 500 
ash-filled letters to the mayor of 
Philadelphia and to the head of the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
in the US. 

The envelopes are marked, 
"Contains Philadelphia Waste. Re- 
turn to Sender. Delivered Three 
Years Ago. Mislabelled as Fertilizer." 
— source- Alternatives 


come double victims of the tragedy, 
initially by being the first human 
victims of the "developmental" 
destruction of their ecology and 
later by playing their role in this 
continuing process. 

* Tenzin Atisha7heading the enT' 
Ivironmental desk in the Central 
I Secretariat (KASHAG) of the Ti- 
/ betan government in exile, ruefully 
/ admitted his community's role in / 
this misguided process of environ- / 
\ mental destruction. The small / 
J Tiben community in Dharamsala, I 
) | also called "Little Lhasa," is slowly 
waking up to its environmental re- 
sponsibilities, Tenzin Atishal 
pointed out/IORgnsancl^Tree- sap^ 



•* T 


lings wereplanted under the direct 
supervision of his desk and Tibetan 
school children from the Tibetan 
Childrens' Village School planted 
another few thousand saplings this 
year before the onset of the mon- 
soon to mark the birthday of the 
Dalai Lama. Of course, this is no 
solution for a problem which is 
global in dimensions. Destruction 
of tropical rainforests goes on 
unchecked. There has been an un- 
precedented rise in the import of 
tropical hardwood by the rich na- 
tions; 1500% from 1950 to 1980. 
International action and a shift in 
global consciousness away from the 
logical mind to a sensitive global 
heart is needed. Maybe the school 
children Dharamsala have planted 
a seed for this. 

OIL 


Impossible 
to think of them 
at night--that 
endless rock, 
rock, the spit 
and hiss of stars 
in a cast-iron sky 
— and not feel 
desolate. If those 
pumps squeak 
or scrape, you've 
never heard it. 

In silence, 
they make their 
muscular push 
into earth, into 
flat, flat field 
and the field 
yields up what it 
contains. You 
think: black 
above, viscous black 
below and, between, 
the thin crust 
of ground, fragile 
as the skin 

on milk. Your husband 
won't speak ' 
on the drive 
to Galveston, 
so you do 
your usual lean 
into the passenger 
door and search 
for wells. In three- 
hundred miles, 
you'll meet 
a horizon jagged 
with rigs. You 
read somewhere 
we'll never see 
the earth 
emptied of it. 

The air wil be 
unbreathable 
before it's gone. 

— MAR1SA DE LOS SANTOS 
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Mosquito Coast Sold for Packaging 


..o* 

By Chris Philipsborn, The Independent 


TEGUCIGALPA-Honduras has 
signed an agreement with a Chi- 
cago-based multinational for the 
development of a vast tropical for- 
est which ecologists fear could spell 
the end of one of the world's last 
wildernesses. 

The deal, struck at the end of 
September by President Rafael 
Leonardo Callejas and the Stone 
Container Corporation, a paper and 
packaging giant ranked 93rd in the 
Fortune 500 list of the biggest US 
companies, has still to be ratified by 
the Honduran Congress. 

But the company is confident 
the contract will be approved when 
congress, dominated by the 
President's National Party, recon- 
venes in January. 

It gives the company the right to 
exploit for 40 years the tropical pine 
forests found only in Honduras and 
neighbouring Nicaragua. Most of 
the pines are on the Mosquito 
Coast, a largely unexplored region 
with a complex and delicate ecol- 
ogy which was a British protector- 
ate until 1859. The 390,000-hectare 


Rio Platano biosphere reserve, 
which has more bird species than 
the US and Canada, has been des- 
ignated by UNESCO as of world 
significance. 

The Mosquito Coast has never 
received 
much at- 
tention 
from the 
govern- 
m e n t . 

Until 
now its 
isolation 
has been 
its salva- 
tion. As 
well as 
pine for- 
ests, the 
coast has 
millions 
of hect- 
ares of 
tropical hardwoods, extensive wet- 
lands, salt and freshwater lagoons, 
mangrove swamps and coral reefs 
off the sandy Caribbean shore. 


Stone Corporation's contract 
only gives it the right to develop the 
340,000 hectares of tropical pine. 
The hardwoods and the Rio Platano 
reserve are safeguarded, and Stone 
is committed to extensive replant- 
ing of 
pines. 
B u t 
ecolo- 
gists and 
c a m - 
paigners 
for the 
local In- 
d i a n 
tribes 
fear that 
none of 
this will 
be suffi- 
cient to 
save the 
Mos- 
quito 

Coast from destruction. 

The Honduran government has 
agreed to provide infrastructure 


and energy for the company, and it 
is the construction of roads where 
none have existed before that will 
pose the greatest threat. The roads 
will attract hundreds of thousands 
of settlers and slash-and-burn farm- 
ers from the rest of the impover- 
ished country. Not only will this 
mean the end of a way of life for the 
thousand or so Tawahka Forest In- 
dians, one of the last tribes of 
hunters and gatherers left in Cen- 
tral America, but it will not even 
provide a living for the migrant 
peasants. 

As Mirna Marin, a biologist at 
the University of Honduras, points 
our, the soil is too poor to sustain 
agriculture once the forest cover has 
gone, and it will be fit only for 
extensive cattle grazing. 

P.S. Watch for information to 
follow involving Nicaragua and the 
logging concession given to a Tai- 
wanese company for 926,250 acres. 
It is the same Atlantic region as 
above. Request for info applies as 
above. Thanks! 



An End to Ocean Strip 
mining? y 


Japan Still Killing Turtles v 


By Dave Cole 

"This is a sweet victory for the 
global environment," announced 
Albert Manville, a biologist for De- 
fenders of Wildlife, as Japan stated it 
will support a United Nations reso- 
lution banning drift nets at the end 
of 1992. US politicians and bureau- 
crats were quick to congratulate Ja- 
pan and themselves on the deci- 
sion, the White House felt "Japan 
had demonstrated its commitment 
to the protection of the ocean envi- 
ronment." Members of Congress 
said a combination of international 
pressure and U.S. threats of trade 
sanctions had been responsible for 
Japan's change in position, and 
hoped it would influence other drift 
netting nations to quit. A spokes- 
person tor the Commerce 
Department's National Marine 
Fisheries Service said the U.S. gov- 
ernment had been concerned about 
driftnets' waste and destruction 
since the late 1970's. 

What does it mean ? The 
resolution calls for a complete end 
to large scale drift netting on the 
high seas by December 31 of 1992, 
with a 50 % reduction to take place 
by mid 1992. It will be voted on in 
the very near future, and observers 
feel it is almost guaranteed it will 
pass. If passed, the resolution will 
only have to be adhered to by U.N. 
members. It will not affect Taiwan, 
who is not a member of the U.N., 
though it is hoped pressure can be 
brought on them to get them to 
quit. Recently the European Eco- 
nomic Community adopted a 
similar resolution, although it al- 
lows France to continue drift net- 
ting until the end of 1993. Britain 
has already said it will recall its own 
drift net fleet. 

While the U.S. govern- 
ment talks of its long standing 
concern over drift netting, activists 
wonder why it has done nothing 


over the last decade to end it. The 
fact is that this resolution is the 
result of tireless campaigning by 
groups such as Sea Shepherd, who 
once again have catylized and fo- 
cused public outrage to a level that 
the politicians can no longer ig- 
nore. That it is a victory there can be 
no doubt, but certain facts should 
not be forgotten. Japan has stead- 
fastly refused to abide by the Inter- 
national Whaling Commision's call 
for a moratorium on whaling, an- 
nually slaughtering hundreds of 
whales in the name of scientific 
research. Can we be sure they will 
abide by this ban ? Countries like 
Taiwan admit they have little con- 
trol over the activities of their fleet, 
leaving open the possibility of sub- 
stantial pirate fishing operations if 
they even decide to comply with 
the ban. 

Without a commitment to rigor- 
ous worldwide enforcement of the 
ban the resolution means little. 
Once again, while the navies of the 
world continue to play war games it 
will probably fall to one vessel with 
its volunteer crew to continue to 
police the world's oceans. This sum- 
mer the Sea Shepherd II will again 
take to the high seas for a campaign 
of direct action against the drift net 
fleets. We will not be satisfied until 
the last drift netter has been de- 
commissioned or sent to the bot- 


tom. 



We told you before but we'll 
tell you again; save the Hawksbill 
Sea Turtle from extinction. EF! 
Oceans Task Force planning ac- 
tions nationally. Visit your local 
Japanese consulate - come in from 
the cold. 

The Earth First! Oceans Task 
Force, purveyors of fine day-glo 
consumer education products, is 
calling on all activists to get in- 
volved in our campaign to shame 
Japan into ceasing their reprehen- 
sible trade in the shell of an inter- 
nationally recognized endangered 
species, the Hawskbill sea turtle. 
(Please see "Calling All Ocean De- 
fenders - Japan's Sea Turtle Slaugh- 
ter Must End Now!" in the 
Lughnasadh/Augustl/SOS 
Sarawak EF! Journal.) 

Japan made a phase-out 
(com)promise to the US govern- 
ment and the mainstream environ- 
mental movement last May, prom- 
ising to import "only" 7500 more 
kilograms (about 8 TONS) of tor- 
toiseshell, or "bekko", before ceas- 
ing importation in January of 
1993. This translates into at least 
7,000 endangered sea turtles, 
enough to push the Hawksbill past 
the point of no return. Nevermind 
the very real danger of stockpiling. 
All this for expensive combs, shoe- 
horns, eyeglass frames, cigarette 
lighters and other useless trinkets. 
January 1993 is also the deadline 
they have given themselves to phase 
out driftnetting — six months later 
than the deadline set by the UN 
resolution on driftnets.Sorry, not 
good enough. Japan needs to hear 
the no compromise message of 
Earth Firstiers everywhere: No 
phaseouts! End the carnage imme- 
diately! No deal assholes! 

We're organizing actions at the 
14 Japanese consulates in the US 
and possibly some in Canada, all to 
happen the week of January 20-24, 
1992. Yup, it's gonna be cold — 
you might want to head inside to 
warm up! Surely the plush offices 


of an occupied consulate are prefer- 
able to cold and windy sidewalks... 
The 14 consulates in the US are 
Boston, New York, Washington 
DC, Atlanta, Chicago, New Orleans, 
Kansas City, Houston, Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland, Seattle, An- 
chorage, Honolulu. 

We have available an 
organizer's packet of issue infor- 
mation, prop and costume ideas, a 
poster/flyer, a video, and lots more. 
We have established key contacts in 
9 of the 14 cities, and can connect 
you with those folks; other cities 
still need active groups/individuals 
to run with this. We have truly 
lovely stickers available (suggested - 
donation $1 /dozen), and of course 
we also gratefully accept plain old 
$$$$. 

For more information, to get 
involved, to share ideas/contacts, 
please call us at 510-547-5501 as 
soon as possible. Our mailing ad- 
dress is PO Box 77551, San Fran- 
cisco, California 94107. Hands off 
endangered species! Turtle Is- 
landers for sea turles! Earth First! 


Tired of seeing computer-generated 
text stacked in neat little columns? Feel 
like your bioregion doesn't get enough 
editorial attention? Wish that you could 
have a creative influence on the journal, 
but aren't lucky enough to live in Mon- 
tana (or able to move here for a while)? 
Don't despair. Just send us enough ma- 
terial to fill up the center section of the 
journal. It's a Blank Wall, and you get as 
many cans of spray paint as you want. 

The center section of EF!, the pages 
that would be pages 19-22, is the space 
designated for the Blank Wall. We will 
not edit the Blank Wall. It is space to fill 
and arrange as you desire. You will be 
completely responsible for anything you 
print on your pages. Lay it out if you 
want to, or take advantage of whatever 
expertise we may be able to offer. 

Tell us when you want to fill the 
Blank Wall, and you will get your chance 
when your turn comes around, unless 
another group needs the space for a 
particularly urgent issue. Have at! 
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Introduction 

Australia is a fucking old place 
mate. How old is anyone's guess, but 
one can feel in this sunburnt, wrinkled 
land a sense of longevity. The grand- 
mother continent is made of ocean 
sediments deposited eons ago and 
eroded rock. However, in places exposed 
rock still protrudes from beneath the 
surface. In southwest Australia lies some 
of the oldest rock on earth; known as 
the Yilgam Block of the Western Shield, 
it dates back two and half to three bil- 
lion years to the Archaean Age. 

Between 1 00- 150 million years ago, 
Australia, part of the southern super- 
continent known as Gondwana, started 
to separate into smaller moving conti- 
nents: Africa, India, South America, 
Antarctica/Australia. Perhaps 50 million 
years ago, Australia became a continent 
unto itself when it broke apart from 
Antarctica's tectonic plate and began to 
drift northwards into warmer latitudes 
creating the Southern Ocean; that furi- 
ous body of water and the only ocean 
that completely encircles the planet. 
Eventually, Australia collided with the 
Asian continent. Flora and fauna previ- 
ously isolated for 1 00 million years (give 
or take a few million years) were reunited 
with their genetic ancestors in the an- 
cient forests of Oz. Much mating ensued 
and weird species evolved like platypus 
and echidna (egg laying monotremes), 
marsupials such as the wombat, Tas- 
manian devil and greater glider (flying 
possum) and, lest we provoke the wrath 
of one Jasper Carlton, the legless lizard. 

Geologic and climatic forces have 
combined to whittle and carve some of 
the world's most unique landforms and 
landscapes, including such otherworldly 
features as Uluru (Ayer's Rock) and Kata 
Tjuta " place of many heads" (the Olgas) 
in the Northern Territory; the wet tropics 
including the Daintree River catchment, 
the Cape Tribulation coastline and the 
Atherton Tableland; the Great Sandy 
Region with its centerpiece — Fraser Is- 
land; the immense Cape York Peninsula 
and the Kimberly that represent two of 
Australia's largest, most intact wilderness 
areas; Shark Bay, the reefs and islands of 
the Houtman Abrolhos and the Cape 
Range and offshore Ningaloo reef all 
located on Australia's West Coast; the 
Stirling Range and Fitzgerald National 
Park in southwest Western Australia; 
the Great Artesian Basin underlying 
much of the eastern arid plains of Cen- 
tral Australia and containing such 
marvels as Lake Eyre, Stuart's Stony 
Desert and Cooper's Creek and the 
Nullarbor Plain; the Snowy Mountains 
and Australian Alps; the subtropical 
rainforests of southern Queensland and 
New South Wales; the cool, moistforests 
and mountains of Tasmania; Australia's 
version of Dinosaur N. P. — the Willandra 
Lakes; the Great Barrier Reef, Kakudu 
National Park and Arnhem Land. The 
list goes on and on. 

Homo Shitticus Europenis, with such 
limited historical perspective, has a hard 
time comprehending continental land 
masses moving thousands of kilometres, 
largely arid continents like Australia 
draped in closed rainforests or how 
evolutionary processes created such in- 
credible biodiversity. The aboriginals 
had no such problem surviving without 



outside interference for at least 50,000 
years. Dreamtime passages enabled the 
aboriginal culture to understand the 
history of this biogeographic master- 
piece. 

Within the last fifteen years, a 
strong, spirited environmental move- 
ment has emerged in Oz. The campaign 
to protect Terania Creek and the Night- 
cap Range, stopping the Franklin River 
Dam (a fight that led to Bob Hawke 
being elected Prime Minister), the fight 
over building the Cape Tribulation road 
through the Daintree National Park/ 
Wet Tropics World Heritage Area, and 
most recently, the successful Chaelundi 
old growth campaign on the Far North 
Coast of NSW are all prime examples of 
how well-organized and motivated 
grassroots activists have made the pro- 
tection of these ecosystems a national 
issue. Australia provides a glimmer of 
hope for the white race. 

Earth First! in Oz is just beginning 
to make inroads into the environmen- 
tal movement and, as such, is in a good 
position to expand the wilderness/ 
biodiversity/deep ecology perspective. 
Australia has no national wilderness 
system and most of the states lack des- 
ignated Wildernesses as well. Further- 
more, from an ecological viewpoint, 
Australia's plant, animal, forest and 
marine communities are in trouble with 
a capital T as man}’ species are extinct, 
nearing extinction or confined to an 
ever-shrinking habitat. Rare, threatened 
and endangered ecosystems and spe- 
cies are inadequately protected or 
missing entirely from parks and reserves. 
Few groups are prepared to risk life and 
limb to defend ancient stands of 
mountain plum pine, volcanic grass- 
lands or the eastern barred bandicoot. 
Enter Earth First! 

EF! has a vital role to play in ad- 
vancing biocentric values above an- 
thropocentric ideals in Australia. The 
following articles, raves and regional 
campaigns/issues provide an overview 
of how much of this continental island 
has been mined, logged, wood chipped, 
chewed, cleared, burned, sold, turned 
into Hollywood theme parks and gen- 
erally fucked over since good old Cap- 
tain Cook set his eyes on Terra Nullius. 

It is a tragic story (they all are when 
you're discussing the march to 
extinction's door) butnecessary to build 
an effective network of individuals and 
groups willing and able to defend the 
remnants and restore the original 
denizens. 

p, Melbourne EF! urges activists from \ 

all over the world to take a sabbatical 
Down Under and come and see for 
yourself the splendor and the carnage. / 
Justify the expense and the holiday by 
working with EFlers in Ozon one of the 
existing 'campaigns or on a new issue 
that needs inspired advocacy. 1 should 
caution the movement that working in 
Ozdoes not just require lifting stubbies 
of Cooper's and throwing bricks through 
windows at Broken Hill Properties, 
Australian Paper Manufacturers or one 
of Murdoch's newspaper offices. It re- 
quires personages with the brains (i.e. 
knowledge of the issues) and guts (the 
ability to use direct action to show that 
you know what the fuck you're talking 
about) to generate pressure and effect 
change. 


Occupation of Maylaysian High Consul, Canberra 

Melbourne garth First!: The Beginnings 


EFTIvfeltfoume started up about 
-three years ago when a small group of 
activists got together because they felt 
the need for a group that would focus 
specifically on direct actions. At about 
this time, the Melbourne Rainforest Ac- 
tion Group was starting to plan for tim- 
ber ship blockades. This generated 
more enthusiasm and subsequently, 
many potential EFlers ended up in RAG. 
As a result, with the "niche" of a direct 
action group taken, EF! has remained 
fairly small. We have mostly organised 
smallish type demos — largely in sup- 
port of aboriginal struggles, seeing land 
rights and the environment as being 
interlinked. There have also been lo ts of 
small, often personal actions in solid ar- 
ity with th e Penan. Aloncewestaged a 

SiX Week "jgil th" Malaycinn 


consulate. 

McToxic has also been a favourite 
target, and there is always an EF! contin- 
gent working with Animal Lib at Duck 
Opening/we're also pretty much into 
consciousriess-raising around the ideas 
of deep ecology/biocentrism, 
bioregionalism, and ecofeminism — all 
areas that are on the far fringes of the 
environment movement Much of our 
work has also been supporting other 
campaigns and initiatives — especially 
direct action campaigns in forests — 
notably East Gippsland and the Otways. 

Early on we realised that we had a 
certain amount of notoriety_simply be- 
^ cause of the iiaur^e. There is one p articu- 
l ar "journ alist, " Christopher Re id, who 
delights in sending articles to Austra- 
newspapers around the them e of. 
First! = Green Terrorism r It may 
not be a total surprise to you media 
hardened folk that the papers here love 
it, and they routinely want to know if 
we'll admit to spiking trees! So, even 
though we haven’t done a real lot, we 
sure have a pretty decent reputation! 

We see the EF! movement as being 
in its formation stage in Australia. 
There are a few scattered groups around 
the countryusingtheEFl banner — not 


all are "above ground^ ' Last summer we 
"Hosted a RRR in the hope that more 
closet EFlers would surface. We had 
around 120 folk show up, with repre- 
sentatives from every state, but a year 
later the networking is only a bit further 
down the track. Bit by bit we are trying 
to get more regional reporters for the EF! 
journal we produce, which is the de 
facto national journal because its the 
only journal. There are small collec- 
tions of EFlers that we know of in 
northern New South Wales, southwest 
Western Australia, the mountains of 
Tasmania, and far north Queensland. 
In lots of places there are local groups 
and alliances which are both brave and 
effective in defending their life space 
(such as the North East Forest Alliance). 

However, in many other places, 
there is room in the web for a radical, 
direct action focused group. Sadly, in 
many of these places there simply aren't 
any people inspired to take action. 
Most Australians are huddled on the 
east and south east coast and in a little 
enclave in the far south west. Else- 
where, the non-aboriginal people tend 
to be quietly or rabidly anti-green (al- 
though this is changing through the 
necessity of having to do something to 
avert disaster through overgr azing and 


oth er inapp r opriate land u §ej( Through 
"muclT of Australia, it is the aboriginal 
(Koori, Murri, Nunga, Yolgu....) people 
V who are the (u n -nan ae^) F-arth Fir<tlers-V 
L ong before the Franklin nr, even 
Terania Creek actions, aborigina l 
peopItTwere resisting mining oper a- 
tions in the northwest of Western Aus- 
tralia. It i s ove r 100 years since the 

Butchulla of K T gari (Fraser Islan d) 
speared the first timber feller s. The 
people of Cape York in Queensland are 
currently fighting against the proposed 
Space Base and other "developments." 

This year there will be another 
national gathering; this time in the 
Victorian Alps. We hope to see the rise 
of other EF! groups and alliances in the 
coming year. 


Overgrazing 
in Australia: 
Does Anyone 
Give a Shit? 


Australia's Lai 


Conservationists (not to mention poli- 
ticians) are putting virtually no energy into 
preventing what is undoubtedly Australia's 
foremost environmental disaster. While all 
eyes are focussed on Australia’s coastal for- 
ests, 70% of this country is blowing away, 
unnoticed, in the wind. While arid lands 
may not have the same visual appeal as a 
forest, they comprise a unique and vital 
ecosystem (i.e. a system which is both very 
much alive — not a wasteland, and which is 
of great importance). 

The invaders (euphemism = settlers) of 
these arid zones congregated upon the most 
fertile areas grazing their cattle and sheep on 
the pockets of rich lands along the river 
flood zones and foothills of the desert 
mountain regions. This resulted in over- 
whelming competition for a number of na- 
tive mammals, which are now extinct or 
severely depleted in numbers, followed by 
the killing to near extinction of their natural 
predators. 

Massive overgrazing in these fragile 
areas has stretched the land's resources well 
beyond its limits. Overgrazing has led to 
massive levels of degradation of native veg- 
etation. Ten percent of the arid zones plant 
species are currently threatened with ex- 
tinction (as a proportion, this is greater than 
anywhere else in Australia). 

Victoria's Mallee is just one example 
where a highly significant arid area has been 
grazed almost into oblivion. According to 
scientists, the Mallee ecosystem has become 
imbalanced as a result of sheep grazing. The 
close-to-the-ground grazing preferred by 
sheep destroys deep-rooted perennial grass 
species, allowing them to be replaced by 
shallow rooted annual weeds. This means 
soils are more prone to erosion, from water 
in wet times and from wind in dry times. 
High salinity of soil, a huge problem on 
Australian agricultural and pastoral lands, is 
another result. 

Australian soil is not able to withstand 
the impact of hard hoofed animals, sheep 
and cattle hooves have broken up the fragile 
lichen crust which holds together the Mal- 
lee soil and compacted the subsoil, thus 
preventing moisture from reaching the 
deeper root systems of the native plants. 
Feeding exotic grass species to stock has 
meant a spreading of these plant types 
which are encouraged by farmers as they are 
more "productive." 

Problems caused by grazing are hardly 
restricted to the arid lands. Alpine grazing, 
for example, is another enormous problem, 
and another one of those hot potatoes no 
one wants to grasp. Cattlemen have a ro- 
mantic and macho image; just read Henry 
Lawson’s The Man From Snowy River or watch 
the recent movie of the same name and you 
will get an idea of how bad this is. The fact 
is, however, that their cattle do tremendous 
damage to the public land to which they 
have ridiculously cheap access. Damage 
includes destruction of sphagnum bogs, cre- 
ation of bare ground and damage to soils, 
serious erosion in some areas, spread of 
noxious weeds, changes in vegetation struc- 
ture, loss of species diversity and reduction 
of alpine flowers. 

When the first shipment of sheep was 
introduced to Victoria, the local Kooris, in 
an act which could have been considered 
great foresight, killed them all. Soon how- 
ever, far greater numbers were imported, 
and these bred and so started what has 
become a large part of Australia's largest 
environmental disaster. It is imperative that 
conservationists confront these problems; it 
is fast becoming too late. 


The Mines 
of Oz 

Australia is often described as a first 
world country with a third world 
economy. We have developed an export- 
based economy which seems to delight in 
sending resources overseas at the lowest 
possible prices with the least possible pro- 
cessing. There has been more than one 
suggestion of cormption and collusion in 
the timber and mining industries. 

Just as we export vast quantities of 
native forests in the form of chips, we also 
ship out millions of tonnes of silver, cop- 
per, gold, alumina, uranium and other 
minerals, with the vague notion of main- 
taining the balance of payments. After a 
considerable backlash against mining in 
the 1970s when average Australians 
started to realise that perhaps we were 
selling ourselves short both economically 
and environmentally, the mining lobby 
has spent many millions to recapture our 
collective consciousness through a very 
slick advertising campaign that is at once 
soothing and authoritative. So, with the 
exception of the uranium industry, the 
mining cabal is getting on with the quiet 
job of looting (oops, sorry, developing) 
this great continent without the bother of 
public scrutiny. Most mining occurs in 
remote, semi arid regions, which also 
makes it easier to avoid too much 
unfavourable publicity. 

The exception to this often occurs 
when Aboriginal people resist mining 
operations. There is currently consider- 
able effort being made in parts of the 
media and government to discredit Ab- 
original beliefs that might make the 
people oppose mining. Currently, the 
major struggles against mining are on the 
part of the Martu people of northwest 
Western Australia, who are opposing min- 
ing in the Rudall River region, and there is 
still considerable focus on Kakadu in the 
Northern Territory (see the sections on 
these states for more details). 

There has only been limited watch- 
dogging and resistance to mining over the 
last few years, largely because there are so 
few people of conscience in many of the 
places where the worst excesses occur, or 
because people are too scared to speak up. 

The recession has hit the environ- 
ment movement hard in Australia, as the 
powers that be are setting the agenda by 
stating that in these tough times we can't 
afford to be "too green." "We all need to 
make sacrifices for Australia to get back on 
its feet," etc, etc. But, as we all know, its 
not the business executives who make the 
sacrifices — its the environment and aver- 
age people. This is especially true in the 
case of mining as there is increased pres- 
sure to "develop" "our” resources in order 
to instigate a resource led recovery. In the 
case of Western Australia, there are many 
worrying precedents as legislation has 
been introduced to excise mining leases 
from a number of national parks — most 
recently Neerabup, Watheroo, and West 
Cape Howe. This means that six national 
parks in Western Australia are now under 
threat of exploration and mining. The 
Environment Protection Authority is also 
informally approving exploration li- 
censes in nature reserves under a new "fast 
tracking" agreement with the Depart- 
ment of Mines — a rather worrying situa- 
tion where even the pretence of public 
consultation is now removed. 


This tabloid was produced by Earth Firstlers from around Australia. 
For more information, contact one or all of the folowing: 

— Rainforest Information Centre, PO Box 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
— Marianne Heynemann, PO Box 256, Mitcha m. VIC 3132 




East Gippsland logging protest 


Tasmania 

At this very moment resource secu- 
rity legislation is being ushered through 
the Tasmanian parliament. Over one mil- 
lion hectares are about to be handed over 
to the woodchippers as "Permanent 
Wood Production Zones” with no public 
involvement. A further 400,000 ha. have 
been placed into a "deferred logging cat- 
egory." This represents virtually all of 
Tasmania's forest that are currently not 
contained within National Parks or World 
Heritage Areas. 

The process is not as advanced on 
the mainland. Tasmania is always at the 
cutting edge (literally) of Australian forest 
politics. Whatever happens here, happens 
later on the mainland, once it has been 
tried and tested. This is exemplified by 
wood chipping. At present logging com- 
panies are getting stuck into extensive 
areas of Native Forest in Tasmania — even 
before the spectre of resource security. 
The introduction of cable logging in the 
mid 1980s accelerated this process of de- 
forestation. Cable logging gives access to 
land with a gradient steeper than 30% or 
7 0% — previously unreachable by bulldoz- 
ers. It is a system not dissimilar to cable 
cars, with thick cables dragging trees 
along the ground by a system of wires 
running out from a giant crane. The 
system was designed for the logging of 
Canada's temperate forests in the '60s and 
has since been expanded across the 
planet. 

A good example of the current scene 
in Tasmania Ls the logging that is occur- 
ring in the Tarkine Wilderness of the 
northwest. The area consists of pristine 
cool temperate rainforest with an 
overstorey of brown top stringybark (Eu- 
calyptus delagatensis). Due to current en- 
tirely production-oriented terminology, 
the area is referred to as "mixed forest" by 
the Forestry Commission Tasmania, 
which is proud to claim it does not log 
rainforest. In addition, Tasmania is home 
to the tallest trees of the Southern Hemi- 
sphere, mountain ash ( Eucalyptus regnans 
— 100m or more). These have been exten- 
sively logged for woodchips, as have the 
stringybarks, and the Commission has 
given cable logging contractors access to 
previously unloggable mountain areas 
such as the Tarkine in order to maintain 
quota expectations. Logging of the 
Tarkine is centred around Mount Hellyer, 
with cable loggers recently granted access 
to Coupe 19 — a recognised National Es- 


tate Area and part of the pristine Pikes 
Creek catchment. The area has never been 
logged and no adequate studies have been 
conducted to show what undiscovered 
species are in the region, or the effects of 
logging on the area. The entire Wilder- 
ness is being logged primarily for 
woodchips destined for Japanese paper 
factories. 

Other natural areas that will be lost 
in Tasmania under resource security leg- 
islation include the Great Western Tiers. 
The Tiers are the northern end of 
Tasmania's Central Plateau — Australia's 
most extensive and unique alpine area. 
The Tiers are exceedingly steep-sloped 
with rapid successional communities 
moving from alpine forests of King Billy 
pine ( Athrotaxis selaginoides) to montane 
rainforest of myrtle and subsequently to 
wet and dry sclerophyll, all in 1,000m or 
more. The area is extensive — containing 
approximately 29,000 hectares of euca- 
lypt forest and a complete range of 
Tasmania's predatory mammals includ- 
ing the Tasmanian devil ( Sarcophilus 
harisii) and spotted q-uoll ( Dasyurus 
maculatus). The tassie devil is confined 
exclusively to the island due to predation 
by dingoes on the mainland (aboriginal 
Tasmanians did not hunt with dogs). The 
Tiers provide the major water catchment 
for nearby towns such as Deloraine (pop. 
5,000) and contain some extensive lime- 
stone or karst cave systems. 

As part of the currently existing 
Wesley Vale Concession, small sections of 
the Tiers have been logged, mostly, at the 
lower altitudes. Resource security will put 
the remaining 29,000 ha. into a Perma- 
nent Wood Production Zone. Logging 
will go as high as 700m, on slopes of 30% 
or more. 

The Tiers have become a well-known 
focus of conservationist opposition to 
logging. One of the environmental 
hotspots of the area is the valley of Jackeys 
Marsh. Grassroots resistance is centred 
around this valley, which has twice 
blockaded bulldozers, police and 
timbermen over the last decade. It has 
been targeted for logging again, with 
logging plans currently being drawn up by 
the Forestry Commission. It is clear that 
the Commission and its multinational 
partners intend to "take out" the forests of 
Jackeys Marsh in a concerted effort to 
break the struggle against their destruc- 
tive practices. The logging of Jackeys 
Marsh will herald the beginning of re- 
source security for the Western Tiers. 



Adventure 

Playground 


ids and Issues 


Victoria 

Most of Victoria's big environmen- 
tal issues have traditionally been focussed 
on the forests. This is changing slowly as 
we realise that the once vast native 
grasslands and grassy woodlands are now 
all but extinct. It is certainly already too 
late for many species. However, the for- 
ests are likely to stay in the spotlight. 
Because they are also under relentless at- 
tack and perhaps because they are mostly 
on publicly owned land, people feel it is 
easier to confront the government rather 
than dealing with farmers and developers 
on freehold land. 

Another significant issue is that of 
cattle grazing in the Alps. There have been 
many advances over the last few years at 
getting these meadow trashing beasts out 
of the mountains (at least below the tree 
line) but for our urban based population, 
the image of the bronzed, lean mountain 
cattle "men" is an endearing one, and 
public opinion is a real sucker for a bit of 
whip cracking and Akubra hat wearing. 

Vast areas of Victoria's original forest 
were burned in the fires of 1939, which 
means that what is left and not yet logged 
is especially valuable. Like Tasmania, 
Victoria is home to the mountain and 
alpine ash, the tallest of the eucalypts 
(mountain ash will grow to 100 metres, 
but the highest ones now days are about 
80 metres). In the gullies and on occa- 
sional well-suited ridges and table lands 
are cool temperate rainforests, dominated 
by myrtle beech (Nothofagus 
cunninghamii), blackwood (Acacia 
melonoxylon) and sassafras (Atherosperma 
moschatum). Where the rainforest is still 
emerging, there will be an old overstorey 
of mountain ash in senescent stage, of- 
fering invaluable habitat for leadbeaters 
possum, yellow-bellied glider, powerful 
owl, and other endangered species. 

Victorian rainforest, as found within 
the Otway Ranges, Central Highlands and 
East Gippsland, is scientifically defined as 
closed broadleaved forest vegetation with 
a continuous tree canopy of variable 
height, and with a characteristic diversity 
of species and lifeforms. The ecological 
definition of rainforest includes transi- 
tional and serai communities with 
sclerophyll emergents that are of similar 
botanical composition to mature 
rainforests in which sclerophylls are ab- 
sent. The Victorian government does not 
acknowledge the scientific definition of 
Victorian rainforests. The Department of 
Conservation and Environment (DCE) 
headed by minister Steve Crabb refuses to 
use the ecologically sound definition of 
rainforest and excludes emergent 
eucalypts. 

The sclerophyll emergents referred 
to above are old-growth eucalypts which 
form the tree canopy and provide shade 
for rainforest plant species to grow in the 
gully below, where water runs down the 
catchment collecting nutrients for 
rainforest pioneer species. It's these 
eucalypts that are valuable to the 
unsustainable woodchipping industry. 
Eucalypts provide protection, or buffer, to 
protect rainforest against fire. Scientists 
recommend a one hundred metre buffer 
zone, but this is being ignored and logging 
often occurs with only a twenty or forty 
metre buffer zone. Sometimes, trees are 
logged up to the rainforest itself. 

While the national park system is 
still expanding, and the Land Conserva- 
tion Council (a semi-govemmental body 
responsible for making recommendations 
about public land use in Victoria) is pro- 
posing a considerable (though by no 
means visionary) extension of the wil- 
derness preserves, the fact remains tha$ 
the protected areas usually exclude the 
high-value_oLd^grpwth forests. Another 
favorite tactic (as in the case of the Alpine 
National Park) is to allow "once only" 


logging before declaration of park status. 
In Tasmania a number of areas have been 
"undeclared" as parks when they realised 
that there was some thing they wanted in 
the park after all. I was never a cynical 
type until I started to find out about how 
governments work! 

So, back to the forests. In Victoria, 
the three main fronts are the Otways, the 
Central Highlands, and East Gippsland. 
The two main other regions that desper- 
ately need more attention are the Alps 
(grazing, logging, and roading of existing 
and potential wilderness) and the north- 
east (where woodchipping operations are 
taking over from more sustainable mills; 
plantations of introduced softwoods are 
also a major problem here). 

Central Highlands 

In many ways the Otways and Cen- 
tral Highlands can be taken together, as 
there is more similarity between these 
areas than with East Gippsland. The for- 
ests of East Gippsland are more diverse 
and contain warm temperate as well as 
the cool temperate rainforests of the other 
two regions. The other major region not 
already mentioned that supported tall 
forest and rainforest was the Strezlecki 
ranges, south of the central highlands. 
This region has been almost totally 
cleared for dairy farming. 

The Central Highlands are located 
east of Melbourne. There are only rem- 
nants of old growth — mostly in the deeper 
gullies where the '39 fires jumped from 
ridge to ridge. There is an intensive 
sawmilling industry which is increasingly 
turning to pulp production. There have 
been some quiet plans for a Central 
Highlands National Park, but timber in- 
terests are busily fragmenting the com- 
ponents of the proposed park to prevent 
the existing state parks and water 
catchments from being linked up. Most of 
the water catchments here (which feed 
Melbourne) are protected from logging. 
There is no concerted campaign to protect 
remnant forests. Perhaps the single most 
threatened species is the Leadbeaters 
possum (faunal symbol of Victoria) which 
is dependant on nesting hollows of old 
eucalypts. 

Otways 

The Otways Draft Management Plan 
was drawn up in April 1990 by the DCE 
and submissions closed on September 13, 
1991, although the planning committee 
accepted submissions after this date from 
the timber industry to balance the num- 
ber received from conservation groups. 
One of the main problems with the draft 
plan is that the plan itself admits that 
"there are several notable gaps in our 
knowledge and understanding of the flora 
and fauna of the Otways region. Only 
inadequate and short term scientific 
studies have been carried out on the 
Otways region." 

• Finally questions have been raised 
about the DCE's ability to enforce the 
plan's provisions as the timber industry 
does not seem able, or willing, to regulate 
it's own practices. 

East Gippsland 

The richness of east Gippsland is due 
to the fact that it is a giant ecotone, where 
the cool. Victorian vegetation meets the 
warmer vegetation patterns of New South 
Wales. East Gippsland covers only 4% of 
the state, but contains a third of the state's 
plant species and two thirds of the birds 
and animals. Because of the steep nature 
of the escarpment that marks the south- 
ern (ocean) side of the Errinundra Plateau, 
the streams are the least interf .ed with of 
any in the state, lacking the invasion of 
exotic species characteristic of most other 
waterways. There is considerable oppor- 
tunity for (tall) forest wilderness, espe- 
cially around the Rodger River, which 
borders onto the Snowy River National 
Park. Two wilderness areas — the Snowy 
River and the Bowen (totalling 44,500 


hectares) were recently proposed by the 
Land Conservation Council. The long- 
footed potoroo (a type of small wallaby) is 
perhaps the best known of the endan- 
gered species from East Gippsland. 

There have been two major direct 
actions in East Gippsland to prevent old- 
growth logging — in the summer of 1983/ 
84 on Errinundra Plateau — and the sum- 
mer of 1989/90, when several hundred 
people were arrested over a number of 
weeks on Brown Mountain. Ultimately, 
neither action was successful at prevent- 
ing logging. Part of the Martins Creek 
catchment (largest warm temperate 
rainforest in Victoria) has recently been 
clearfelled. Since the collapse of the East 
Gippsland Coalition, there is not a high 
profile campaign to defend these forests. 
The Concerned Residents of East 
Gippsland (CROEG) is doing what it can 
despite an antagonistic redneck popula- 
tion throughout much of the region. 

Old Growth 
Not Woodchip 

The Great Dividing Range runs from 
north Queensland, down the entire 
length of the eastern seaboard, then 
swings around and fizzles out entirely 
over near South Australia. Though not 
"Great” compared to the Rockies or 
Himalayas (Kosciusko, the highest peak, is 
7,300 feet), the range is beautiful and 
supports a wonderful array of ecosystems, 
from the tropics down into cool temper- 
ate regions. On the back-bone and asso- 
ciated escarpments of the Divide are the 
regions where the soils and climate com- 
bine to make suitable habitat for tall open 
and closed forests (dominated by 
eucalypts) and rainforests (usually domi- 
nated by native softwoods). On either 
side of these forests, eucalypt and acacia 
woodlands predominate, and on the drier 
western slopes and basins this eventually 
turns into semi-arid shrub and grasslands. 

Only about 5% of the original forests 
still exist (the remainder being regrowth 
or agricultural land). Most of the forested 
country occurs along the Divide: the other 
two pockets are in southwest Western 
Australia — massive Jarrah and Karri 
groves — and on Tasmania, the most 
southerly part of Australia. It is in these 
areas where the timber industry is most 
entrenched. As most Australians live near 
these forests, and the destruction is dra- 
matic and obvious, there is a lot of con- 
cern as well as occasional action to defend 
what remains. 

In Australia we are witnessing a 
swing away from asawlog-driven industry 
to one dominated by woodchipping. The 
chips are shipped overseas, mostly to Ja- 
pan, for processing. Then we buy paper 
products back from them. Makes a lot of 
sense, hey? The end result is that most of 
the old growth is gone, and logging/ 
woodchipping is now going on in second 
and third growth forests. The rise of 
woodchipping also means that areas can 
be harvested that were marginal for mill- 
ing alone (rain shadow regions and forests 
at higher altitudes). 

Perhaps the most devastated region 
is in southeast New South Wales, where 
the giant Harris Diashowa conglomerate 
has been feeding old-growth forests to the 
pulp mill at Eden for over 25 years. 
Victoria is stepping up its quota of 
woodchips, and in Tasmania there are 
massive operations, especially in the 
north and northwest of the state. Given 
the huge current demand for woodchips 
and the strong likelihood of more mills 
and disastrous "resource security legisla- 
tion" in the near future, stopping pro- 
posed pulp mills is perhaps the single 
biggest priority of the green movement in 
regards to forest conservation, as a mill 
needs to be fed once it has been built. 


— Let's damn Tully-Mill Stream for Hydro 
Power on Cape York. 

— Let’s build a Space Port on Cape York. 

— Let's build Very Fast Trains, starting from 
Melbourne to Sydney via Canberra of course 
'cos that's our National Kapital. 

— Let's build Multi Function Polis’, starting 
with Melbourne. Oh, you don't like that, 
OK, we'll build it in Adelaide, we don't give 
a shit, we just want one so we have a prece- 
dent. 

— Let's destroy the Wilderness in East 
Gippsland, southeast New South Wales, 
northeast NSW, the Daintfte and every 
other bit. of worth while forest along the 
Eastern Coastal area of Australia. 

So where is it all leading? Why do we 
need Mega power on Cape York? Easy, how 
else do you get the power to run a Space Port. 
When you have Mega "fast" people landing 
way to buggery up there on Cape York how 
do you get them to "civilisation?" Easy, on 
a train that goes Mega fast. So you have to 
build a Very Fast Train. 

Apart from paper to wipe our bums on, 
why must we destroy all Wilderness areas on 
the East Coast? Easy, when you want a Very’ 
Fast Train line right down the middle of it, 
you need to "rectify” minor problems like 
Wilderness Areas and things like that which 
some people hold a silly sentimental value 
for. 

When you've brought all those pa- 
thetic little, unfortunately not species en- 
dangered, video camera toting tourists to 
"civilisation” on that screaming metal mon- 
ster where do you put them? Easy again, you 
build Mega cities. So we really do need some 
Multi Function Polis'. 

Of course, so as not to offend the 
sensibilities of said video camera toting mo- 
rons, we need to restrict Australian entry 
into these areas. After all we all know how 
uncouth your average Australian can be. 

So the end result is that the Wilderness 
of Cape York is invaded several times a day 
by the "thunder" of landing and taking off 
space shuttles. The local aboriginal commu- 
nity are turned into performing bears for 
visiting Japanese and American tourists to 
take videos of. Then, video camera in hand 
the bastards invade southward. 

Tourists who pay big bucks to get here 
via space shuttle aren't into meandering 
down the country by local yokel transport, 
they want to travel in a straight line at 250 
kill-ometers an hour. When they arrive, 
they can't be expected to stay in some grotty 
little hotel so we have to build the turds 
Multi Function Polis'. When they get here 
they want to be entertained, so we better 
bloody learn to be entertainers, or they 
might just throw us out of this country and 
import some new stock. 

There are other minor problems, like 
Wilderness areas in the way of a VFT line, 
but that's all right, they'll give us jobs so we 
can make some money clearing that for 
them, after all they don't only want us as 
dancing clowns, we've also got paper for 
them to wipe their dirty little touristy bums 
with (which is a change from us licking the 
dags off for them). 

Unfortunately, the few politicians 
with enough guts to do anything but suck to 
anyone who will throw them a bone, don't 
have enough power to do much and our 
environment and social justice movements 
are splintered and in enough disarray to 
render them almost totally ineffectual. 

So unless we can get it together and 
ward off the biggest threat this amazing 
remnant of Gondwanaland has faced since 
us pale skinned, Earth-haters got here we are 
destined to become an island Disneyland 
for rich Japanese and Americans to come 
and play on. The bits left of our Wilderness 
will become Adventure Playgrounds for the 
very people responsible for most of this 
planets destruction and if we're lucky we 
might be employed as tour guides, to staff 
the hot dog stalls and sushi bars, or to 
perform as clowns in corny Hollywood re- 
enactments of our past "glories." 

This is written by someone who’s sure 
they should have been bom a few thousand 
years ago 'cos these people are bloody 
crazy!!!!!! 




Oz EF! Actions 


The 

First 

Trees 

It all started one night sitting 
around the fire at Base Camp, four of us, 
A.J., Gareth and Gerard, who were all 
experienced climbers, and myself. 1 
didn't have any formal climbing expe- 
rience but have an excellent working 
knowledge with ropes, knotting and 
doing things with my hands. 

Noneof us liked the idea of going 
into the forest, getting arrested, just to 
be taken to Eden for some stupid charge, 
coming back and doing it again. (It was 
like sex when I was young, over almost 
before it started.) If there wasn't a way 
of making it last longer we may as well 
build a conveyor belt from Base Camp 
to the cop shop and forget the forest. 

So we all started putting out ideas, 
they were all pretty’ much the same, we 
all wanted to go up into the trees and 
stav there. To arrest us they had to come 
up because we weren't coming down. 

I went to Melbourne to get gear so 
that I could move up full time. When I 
got back Gareth had left and A.J. was 
busv as camp co-ordinator so Gerard 
and 1 got to work. About two weeks 
before the first platforms were to go up, 
A.J. and Gerard landed in jail trying to 
stop the bail restrictions. 

My climbing experience consisted 
of one quick lesson a couple of days 
before they’ were arrested. Suddenly’ the 
project needed an expert climber, no- 
body’ knew I wasn't, so I was. I taught 
almost everyone else in the camp to 
climb and picked from them the other 
two sitters. At about the same time 
three forest warriors, Col, Laurie and 
Greg, came into the group. They lived 
in the forest for the forest and became 
the much needed ground support. 

We carried those first platforms 
and support camp in on our backs, up 
and down hills sometimes thick with 
undergrowth, some places steep and 
rocky. The platforms were rigged with 
myself as the only rigger and a ground 
crew who had never done it before. We 


all replaced experience with determina- 
tion. Not one of us knew what we were 
doing but everyone did their job. It took 
nine hours to rig three platforms and 
get the sitters on them. Before we went 
in I told the other two sitters the truth 
about my " experience. " They were still 
happy to sit. 

Then and for most of that first 
action we only had one rope which I 
kept up my r tree. As I was the only one 
to train people our replacement sitters 
were taught to climb as they went up 
the rope to their new home. They 
stayed there without a rope, we needed 
it for training, to change sitters, we took 
the rope in brought the old sitter down, 
put the new one up and took the rope 
away. 

Slowly the bureaucracy of the 
green movement realised we were do- 
ing a good job. The road was getting 
worn out by media walking in through 
five miles of "arrestable country." In 
the first week we had Sixty Minutes, 
Good Morning Australia, The Bulletin, 
The Age, Sydney Morning Herald, 
Canberra Times and heaps more I can't 
remember. 

Slowly', the Green(?) bureaucracy 
started to help us with equipment, by 
the time those first platforms came 
down we had climbing gear coming out 
our ears and the small group who 
started with more willpower than abil- 
ity’ had swelled to the Green T.R.G. (Tree 
Rescue Group). The experience and 
trial and error learning had created a 
group of people which meant that next 
time we had three riggers, better 
planned support, platforms that were 
like the Ritz and more sitters than we 
knew what to do with. 

When that first action came to an 
end it did it with a thud. Those plat- 
forms were rigged not to fall, nobody 
thought of them flying, when strong 
winds hit the platforms lifted up to two 
feet with the gusts, the sitters had to 
come down. Next thing we knew the 
coupe was full of cops and the 
chainsaws screamed. They killed the 
trees but not the spirit, with the people 
who had gathered around those plat- 
forms there was no way more wouldn’t 
go up. 


Opening 

Nullica 

Just before 1 left the South East 
Forests and returned to Melbourne, a 
group of us involved with the tree ac- 
tions decided to close down logging in 
Nullica for a day. It wasn’t much, but 
after months in that forest with the 
sound of screaming chainsaws and 
dozers we wanted a day of peace. 

With the promise of some good 
action and a lost TRG (Tactical Re- 
sponse Group) cap as a prop it wasn't 
hard to get a fair sized group eager to go 
from Base Camp. These people, com- 
bined with the people already in the 
forest, assured us of a fun-filled day of 
productive action. The day started at 
4.30 a.m. when the loggers turned up to 
load logs. A small amount of timber 
was loaded dangerously before work 
was given up due to people lying under 
the loaders wheels. 

We packed r.p so that we could go 
and find other loggers to silence. We 
were half way up the road when the 
loggers returned, so it was back down to 
the loading area. What ensued then was 
a standoff; the loggers sat in their 4X4 
wondering what to do, and we stood in 
a small group wondering what we 
should do. After a while I decided "stuff 
this," went over to the loggers and ex- 
plained that we were going to one of the 
other coupes but would leave a small 
group behind to make sure they 
couldn't work, so they' may as well go to 
the pub. They agreed and left. 

We then split up to cover the rest 
of the coupes in the forest, the group I 
was with headed for the sound of a 
dozer working. Two other climbers and 
1 stood casually in the path the dozer 
was supposed to be taking and discussed 
the merits of the different trees for 
climbing. The dozer itself was backing 
slowly up the hill with Bob doing ac- 
robatics in front of, behind, under and 
over the blade, whilst Greg followed it 
up the hill screaming at it to get out of 
the forest and assaulting the blade with 
a large piece of wood. 

After this it became a matter of 
greenies marauding through the forest . 
A truck half full of logs tried to leave; the 
driver had to finish his journey on foot 
because of people taking siestas on the 
road. About 11 a.m. the Rainbow 
Greenies arrived accompanied by a 
large group of people down from 
Sydney who would normally see only 
unlogged forest or old regenerating 
coupes on the organised tours. 

They walked, dressed in their 
bright colours along tracks where we 
normally moved with caution and al- 
ways in muted colours so that we could 
fade when the cops came, they had a 
party under the tree platforms and 
chatted happily with the sitters. Jenny 
Kee the fashion designer, who, because 
of her "celebrity" status is destined to 
always be "symbolically arrested" with 
the Green Bureaucrats, spent the day 
witnessing the devastation first hand. It 
was great to see her and a large group of 
University design students strolling 
down into a coupe seeing the destruc- 
tion their hearts had felt. 

The last group of us out of the 
forest left by blockading the Forest 
Commission foreman and telling him 
he couldn't leave unless he gave us a lift. 
We went out the gate at about 5 p.m. 
Even though the cops had been called at 
4:30 a.m. they still hadn’t arrived. A 
bunch of Feral Greenies sitting around a 
campfire had planned and executed an 
action which halted logging in the 
whole of Nullica State Forest for a day, 
complete with public tours and picnics. 
But that's not surprising, the same 
bunch of people had by that time kept 
platforms going for about three 
months, had gotten constant national 
media for the forest with no injuries and 
a handful of arrests. 


Stopping 

AIDEX 

When we talk about deep ecology, 
when we talk about the fucking over 
and desecration of the environment, 
when we talk about the insatiable, ra- 
pacious hunger of the "development" 
mentality of white Australian/ 
Amerikan/European society, when we 
talk about the genocidal wars which 
have been and are being waged against 
indigenous people, when we talk about 
the very basic threat of the reduction of 
biomass on planet earth, what the fuck 
are we actually talking about? Who the 
fuck is responsible? 

We in Australia have been work- 
ing hard on these issues for a long time. 
Before the formation of EF!, Australian 
activists were involved in full-on con- 
frontation with "developers" in such 
ecologically sensitive areas as the Cen- 
tral Australian desert and the Cape York 
wilderness. A little bit of forest here and 
a little bit of desert there has been 
plucked from the jaws of the beast, and 
of this we are proud.. .BUT, the de- 
struction goes on. 

Loggers, miners, property devel- 
opers have to date been the target of our 
activities. There is a feeling over here 
that the biggest criminals have thus far 
escaped relatively unscathed. We're 
talking about the people who build the 
bombs that have torn apart places like 
Muraroa, the people who want to build 
a weapons testing range the size of 
Texas in South Australia, the people 
who are producing the means whereby 
tribes such as the Penan are being per- 
secuted for their attempt to save their 
forest homelands, the people who are 
responsible for destroying 8-10 million 
tonnes of ozone every time they launch 
a fucking satellite with a solid fuel 
rocket. The feeling over here is that if 
we're serious about stopping or at least 
slowing down the rapid depletion of 
biomass then we should start hitting 
those who are most responsible (that’s 
not to say we're gonna leave the 
cattlemen alone!). 

Australia is a relatively small 
player on the world weapons scene, but 
we're getting bigger. Australian-made 
weapons and weapons components are 
found wherever there is a military ac- 
tion. Renegade Activists Action Force 
(RAAF) are working with EF! groups in 
Oz to screw up these companies and put 
them on notice that the increase in 
criminal activities over here is just not 
fucking well on! These companies are 
having a trade show in Canberra. We 
intend to stop it in true EF! fashion. Big 
demos at the gates will be aided and 
abetted by other activities designed to 
ensure that the show (called AIDEX: 
Australian International Defense Expo- 
sition) does not run its course. 

Most of the companies involved 
in this show are Amerikan and this is 
where you diehard EF! readers come 
into it. Right around Australia and 
some European cities, corporate offices 
of weapons builders will be the subject 
of "solidarity" activities. You know 
who these companies are: United 
Technologies, Westinghouse, General 
Electric, McDonell Douglas to name 
just a few. We are asking you to help us 
make this statement by carrying out 
actions at the offices of whichever arms 
companies are in your area. Multina- 
tional companies deserve multina- 
tional actions. Keep your eyes and ears 
tuned to the international media for our 
progress, but in the likely event of 
censorship from the media moguls, 
we'll write a report of what went down 
next year. We’d dig it if you'd let us 
know if anything comes of this missive 

(after we shut down AID EX). — ~- 

s K/thelspirit of-love and anarchy 
anamefeeling that we're sick to death 
of cutting our teeth on chicken shit 
loggers and the like, we send greetings 
from the Renegade Activists Action 
Force, PO Box 24, Kings Cross 2011, 
Australia. 

At the heart of every just cause is 
the cause of justice. 



Chaelundi blockade 



Baucus Bill Shafts Wilderness 


By Freddy Feelgood 

The wilderness of the Wild Rockies, the most 
pristine land in the 48 states, is about to be laid to 
waste thanks to a recent vote by the US Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

Congress finds itself under recent attack 
from the American public, and rightly so if this 
latest folly is any indication of how they do 
business. Just before Thanksgiving the Energy 
Committee, on a 20-0 vote taken just before 
midnight, passed S1696, the Montana National 
Forest Management Act. Sponsored by Montana 
Senators Max Baucus (D) and Conrad Burns (R); 
the bill is a travesty. 

Imagine a pristine wilderness four times the 
size of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area handed 
over to multi-national corporations for private 
profit, to be leveled within a few years at taxpayer 
expense. It's bad enough the Senate would ap- 
prove such a thing. Making matters worse, they 
did it without ever seeing the contents of the bill. 
That's right, the vote was taken without the 
Committee members ever seeing a text of the bill. 
That's because there wasn't a text at the time it 
was passed out of committee. 

For a moment, let's set aside the absur- 
dity of voting on such a major federal public 
lands issue without knowing what they were 
voting on. What's at stake? Over 6 million acres 
of Montana's National Forest wilderness lands 
have yet to be added to the National Wilderness 
System. They remain unroaded and undevel- 
oped. These lands are home to world-class 
populations of grizzly bears, gray wolves, wood- 
land caribou, elk, bighorn sheep, moose, bull 
trout, and a host of other species found nowhere 
else in the 48 states. It is America's Serengeti. The 
headwaters of three major river systems, flowing 
to three different oceans, originate in the 
Northern Rockies. The last intact mountain for- 
est ecosystems are found here, as well as 
America's most popular outdoor areas including 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks and 


surrounding wildlands. The interests of the 
people of the United States, who own these 
National Forests equally, were not weighed in the 
committee vote. 

Also at stake is the public's right to be in- 
volved in decisions regarding lands that we own. 
According to the Senators and their staff, new 
language prepared for this bill (still not made 
public) restricts citizens' rights to challenge log- 
ging, roadbuilding, and mining on public lands. 
This language was drafted by a timber industry 
attorney. 

The US Forest Service, in bed with the timber 
industry, has planned thousands of miles of new 
logging roads and clearcuts for the pristine wil- 
derness lands covered by the bill. The public will 
pay for these costly roads at the rate of $50,000- 
100,000 per mile, to access high elevation, slow- 
growing forests. The public has to pay for the 
destruction of our only remaining ecosystems. 

Congressional hearings chaired by Rep. 
Gerry Sikorski (D-MN) uncovered that Northern 
Rockies Regional Forester John Mumma was 
ousted from his job because he would not violate 
federal environmental laws in order to meet 
demands for increased logging from the White 
House. More recently, Ernie Nunn, supervisor of 
the Helena National Forest in Montana, was also 
ousted for not meeting the increased logging 
targets. To the contrary, Lewis and Clark Na- 
tional Forest supervisor Dale Gorman was given 
a cash bonus and a pay raise for increasing log- 
ging. Guess who's running the show on the 
National Forests? The Bums-Baucus bill is de- 
signed to open up more than 4 million acres 
(82%) of the remaining wildlands to these cor- 
porate barons. 

The people of America can make a differ- 
ence, and should reject this bill, S.1696, in its 
entirety. On the Senate side, key players include 
Dale Bumpers (AR), Paul Wellstone (MN), Albert 
Gore (TN), Howard Metzenbaum (OH), Pat Leahy 


(VT), Tim Wirth (CO), Bob Carey (NB), J. Bennett 
Johnston (LA), Wyche Fowler (GA) and Bill Bra- 
dley (NJ). They all need to hear about this. Key 
Representatives include George Miller (CA), 
Bruce Vento (MN), Peter Kostmaver (PA), Jim 
Jontz (IN), Wayne Owens (UT) and all the rest! 
The Alliance for the Wild Rockies (AWR) and the 
Wild Rockies Legislative Action Fund have pre- 
pared The Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protec- 
tion Act for introduction in Congress. A positive 
approach that would protect ecosystems and 
serve the national public interest, it is endorsed 
by more than 150 organizations and business 
owners throughout the country and has gained 
the announced sponsorship of Rep. Peter 
Kostmayer (D-PA) . This bill addresses the states of 
Montana, Idaho, Wyoming, and eastern Oregon 
and Washington. It would designate 13.4 million 
acres of Wilderness, 1,000 miles of Wild & Scenic 
Rivers, and two National Park & Preserve study 
areas. The bill would also protect biological 
linkage corridors for wildlife movements, and 
establish a Wildland Recovery System to reha- 
bilitate lands that have been trashed because of 
excessive “management." For more information 
about this bill, contact AWR at PO Box 8731; 
Missoula, MT 59807 (406)721-5420. Other 
Senators and Representatives should be encour- 
aged to support the bill. 

Write: Sen. Rep. 

U.S. Senate / U.S.House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, 
D.C. 20515 



Further Bad News on Mt. Graham 


By Robin D Silver, M.D., F.A.C.E.P. 

The Northern Goshawk, like the Mt. Gra- 
ham Red Squirrel, is an indicator species for a 
densely canopied old-growth forest. A recently 
released, October 15, 1991 study on goshawks in 
the Coronado National Forest by Southwestern 
Field Biologists of Tucson states, "It is possible 
that the construction activities could affect nor- 
mal goshawk behavior and disrupt nesting if it 
occurs during critical periods of the reproductive 



cycle [April - September]." 

A goshawk nesting territory has been found 
within 0.6 mile of the current University con- 
struction site on Mt. Graham. Multiple past 
studies have documented negative effects on the 
nesting success of goshawks, secondary to hu- 
man disturbances. The Northern Goshawk is 


currently being considered for addition to the 
federal endangered species list. The new study's 
findings further emphasize the uniqueness and 
the fragility of the Mt. Graham ecosystem. It is in 
the heart of this fragile ecosystem that the Uni- 
versity of Arizona is attempting to build the 
proposed Mt. Graham telescope project. Earlier, 
a delayed-release University study had already 
documented negative effects of the telescopes on 
the already federally listed, endangered Mt. Gra- 
ham Red Squirrel. Even though the population 
census of the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel is cur- 
rently between 364 and 417 (a population of 
approximately 500 is necessary for long-term 
survival), the population is directly dependent 
on available cone crops. In 1986, habitat loss 
secondary to past logging and to road building 
resulted in the addition of the Mt. Graham Red 
Squirrel to the endangered species list. The 
densely canopied old-growth of the Mt. Graham 
summit provides the squirrels with their primary 
food source, the cone crop. In 1989, after the last 
cone crop failure, the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel 
almost became extinct. On Mt. Graham, the 
Northern Goshawk feeds upon the Mt. Graham 
Red Squirrel, as well as on old-growth related 
birds. As winter begins in 1991, the cone crop on 
Mt. Graham has again failed. The difference 
between the cone crop failure of 1989 and that of 
1991-1992, however, is that the University has 
now already destroyed more than a thousand 
cone producing trees and has begun to fragment 
the summit's tiny surviving Englemann spruce/ 
corkbark fir forest. This tiny remnant forest on 
the Mt. Graham summit is important for the long 
term survival of the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. 
On August 31, 1987, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice (USFWS) biologists studying Mt. Graham 
concluded, "Emerald Peak [the site of the current 
construction], regardless of access, is an ex- 
tremely important red squirrel habitat.. .impacts 


on Emerald Peak could not be reduced below 
jeopardy with reasonable and prudent alterna- 
tives." . 

This conclusion was changed to accommo- 
date the University telescopes on Mt. Graham, 
however, as the result of an admitted violation of 
the Endangered Species Act by USFWS Regional 
Director Mike Spear. The University has subse- 
quently attempted to ignore the illegal acts upon 
which the proposed telescope project is based by 
claiming exemption from the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act, itself. Compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act would not only require correction of 
the proj ect accommodating violations of law, but 
would also require examination of less environ- 
mentally damaging, alternative astronomical 
sites. 

Literature Cited 

1. Esler,JayK., etal., 1991. 1991 Inventory of Apache 
Northern Goshawk (Accipiter gentilis apache von 
Rossem) in the Coronado National Forest, Final Re- 
port, USFS contract #43-8197-1-0328, October 15, 
1991. 

2. Young, Dr. Paul, 1991. Annual Report of the Mt. 
Graham Red Squirrel Monitoring Program for 1990, 
University of Arizona. 

3. USFWS 1987. Draft Biological Opinion, August 31, 
1987. 

4. Joint Oversight Hearing on Preparation of the 1988 
US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Biological 
Opinion regarding Mt. Graham Red Squirrels, before 
the Subcommittee on National Parks and Public Lands, 
Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, and the 
Subcommittee on Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation 
and the Environment, Committee on Merchant Ma- 
rine and Fisheries, Washington, DC Hearing tran- 
script, June 26, 1990, page 105. 


Page 23 Earth First/ Yule 1991 


RRR In San Juan 


The Wild San Juan Mountains 
of southwestern Colorado have 
been selected for next year's Round 
River Rendezvous. This will be the 
time for our tribes to once again 
come together to focus our energies 
on defending wilderness and 
biodiversity in a setting that is Alive 
and Wild. Music and dance will 
reverberate through the mighty San 
Juans as we chant down Babylon 
and sing our love for the Mother 
Earth. 

The site for the RRR will be 
somewhere on the Pagosa Ranger 
District in the San Juan National 
Forest. There will undoubtedly be 
direct action taking place in this 
area before, during, and after the 
Rendezvous to stop the logging and 
other intrusions that are threaten- 
ing this area. 

All you wage slaves can mark 
your calendars for June 25 - July 5 as 
the tentative dates of the '92 RRR. 

An RRR committee has been 
formed to work on site selection, 
permits, publicity, security, ect. We 
encourage performers and people 
interested in giving workshops to 
contact us as soon as possible so we 
can publish your plans and ideas in 
future journals. All you home brew- 
ers can start whipping up some tasty 
beer. If anyone is interested in co- 
ordinating rides on the roads, rails, 
or preferably trails let us know. Of 
course, early contributions to cover 
organizational costs would be 
greatly appreciated. 

Please contact the RRR Com- 
mittee at: POBox 1166, Boulder, 
CO. 80306. 

PS Shall we have porti-potties or pit 
toilets? 


Imagine the Rockies the way 
they were, the way they will be once 
again: Wolves and Grizzlies rang- 
ing freely from the Animas Moun- 
tains (OK, a little south of the 
Rockies) up to Glacier National 
Park. The species that epitomizes 
the untamed wilderness of an old 
growth spruce/fir forest — the li- 
chenous "old man's beard" — mix- 
ing its untamed genetic soup from 
the high Gila to the vast primeval 
wilderness of Canada. The sensitive 
curvature of the Rockies with the 
intact vertebrae of the ponderosa 
foothills, healing in a few decades 
when fossil fuels collapse and hu- 
man population crashes. 

Imagine. 

Making this dream come true 
entails protecting intact segments 
of the Rockies. And the ecosystem 
that will provide the first major 
connecting link between 
Yellowstone and the Gila, a sanc- 
tuary for wolves with the wander- 
lust, is under attack. The San Juans, 
home to wolverine, lynx, Mexican 


spotted owl, and possibly grizzly, 
needs your defense. 

The San Juans will host the '92 
Round River Rendezvous, and spir- 
its of the bioregion hope you homo 
activists will arrive early and stay 
late. Us ghosts ain't planning a 
"post-RRR action." Instead, we will 
pass out maps of the ecosystem, 
highlighting the hundreds of miles 
of roads that need to be closed to 
restore the wilderness. From there, 
it's up to you and your affinity 
group. 

In the last year a Colorado 
group called Ancient Forest Rescue 
(AFR) has championed the Greater 
San Juan Ecosystem through tree- 
sits and extensive blockades of the 
infamous Sandbench timber sale in 
the lower elevation part of the 
Weminuche roadless area (940,000 
acres): Though AFR lost Sandbench 
itself (after over 50 arrests and the 
closure of 10,000 acres enforced by 
military-style Forest Service 
agents), over two million acres remain 


roadless. That, of course, is not 
nearly enough. With extensive, de- 
centralized, and repeated road clo- 
sures (with no one sticking around 
for the TV cameras and jail), we cam 
probably double the amount that 
will be roadless, and shut down the 
entire deforestation industry cen- 
tered around the San Juan's exten- 
sive old-growth forests. Forest Ser- 
vice agents from around the coun- 
try could guard one timber sale 
until it was cut; they won't be able 
to guard every mile of every forest 
road in the ecosystem over an entire 
century. There are lots of rocks and 
logs to be rolled. 

So make plans to come on out, 
companeros y companeras! Details of 
date and spot of the RRR to follow, 
along with maps and road closure 
tips. 

You owe it to Yellowstone 
goshawks, who'd love to meet their 
kin in the Gila. 

— Mogollon * ^ 

,// * 
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An insight into the growing 
UK Earth First! movement and the 
environment that it's been born 
into. Written in various stages of 
mental deterioration. 

"The mainstream groups have 
lost their guts" are the words that 
most stick in my mind from a 
meeting witJrf%T vi3JteliailTy^j well 
known face ori-'tKe British' environ - 
m ental scen e. He's right and what's 
more everybody knows it, espe- 
cially here in Britain where a radical 
green movement has never seen the 
light of day) Here wishy washy 
reform groups such as Friends of the 
Earth proliferate this small but 
eautiful land of ours. In their Lon- 
on offices they have propigated 
the reverence for the 'professional' 
environmentalist and 

disempowered people from taking 
local action. This is in deep contrast 
to the UK peace and animal rights 
movements, which are way laid 
with hard nosed individuals and 
strong grassroots groups. There are 
no raised eyebrows at the odd one or 
hundred arrest(s) and hard un-com- 
promising messages are banded 
about with relative ease, jtecently 
tf hprp wprp over 150 arre~sts at an 
£rms Fair and riots after a mem ber 
of the animal rights movement wa s 
\ killed during a hunt sabatour dem - 
' onstrati on. I'm sure that the 
'present British green movements' 
response to such events would be to 
encourage people to write 'polite 
but strong' letters of complaint. 

Compromise and patience is 
all part of the British culture, with 
queueing an important part of eti- 
quette and the sh ow of emotion a 
sign of weakness, ( fae British anl 
Inal rights movement has led the^ 
way and shown that radical 
umcompromising campaigning 
can work, much to the dislike of , 
professional groups /So where's the 
emotion in the British green move- 
ment? All being channelled 
through the animal rights and 
peace movements? Held inside 
awaiting a corkscrew? Dissipated by 
'professional' mainstream groups'? 


or are we all wrong and nothing 
exists to get emotional about? Yep, 
you guessed it all but the last. 

Unlike the American green 
scene 'with the group of 10 etc., 
Britain, with it's myriad of groups, 
seems to me to be even more di- 
vided, with the word conservation 
stretched to emcompass the pro- 
tection of ancient buildings right 
through to the protection of coun- 
tryside. 

Rebellion has graced Britain 
more than once in a variety of 
forms. Although none of them 
have ever been sustained or been of 
a revolutionary nature. The British 
mentality is probably to blame for 
years of subservience under the 
remnants of a once feudal system. 
However, change is on the way, or 
so it seems ySociarchdlige activists 
r gettirig tougher with the emer- 
ge nce of groups such a s C lass War 
and local anarchist solidarity 
roupj j^~V^tTfLHe defearoFan un- 
popular and much criticised tax, 
'The Poll Tax', by a campaign of 
mass non-payment, new confi- 
dence has been gained by groups 
and individuals alike. Britain's so- 
cial change movement has taken 
the victory as a much needed breath 
of fresh air. 

Learning from the 'Poll Tax' 
defeat, which was largely accom- 
plished by local community 'Anti- 
poll tax' groups, no doubt can re- 
main about the importance of 
grassroots groups. Unfortunately 
British environment groups still 
haven't caught on. 

Green politics seemed to give 
hope and even a taste of radicalism 
to European greenies. Without a 
doubt the 'Greens', as they are 
known, have played an important 
part in the mobilisation of radical 
politics and, perhaps more impor- 
tantly, introduced the idea of radi- 
cal grassroots campaigning locked 
up with the idea of ecological 
consciousness. However, the green 
party's bubble seems to have burst. 
After well know success in Germany 
and more recently in England the 


< fJr een ty havp lost < mpp nrt ' inH 

riddlpd with internal divisions. 
With the disappointment of a flag- 
ging Green party, Greens are tired, 
disempowered and looking for a 
new home. 

Earth First! seems to have made 
a timely appearance in Blighty. 
People are beginning to get angry 
with the disempowerment dished 
out by existing green groups. The 
niche is there, and the wave is rising 
for groups of the right nature to 
ride. -Nothing agitates and aggra- 
C vate s in the ole EF! wav. . . . • — 
the British Earth First! move 


ment will without a doubt follow a 
different path to its American 
cousin. At presen t it ap pe a rs a ^ . 
though sfrong influences wjlLcome 


jrorn the British anima l righ ts \ 
movement, mainly because it's the j 
activity, with peace 
land existinggre en groups ad dmg-to^ 
(the chaos. j Deep ecology is more 
like" deep confusion for many Brit- 
ish people who have read reports 
from the States which to say the 
least have lost a lot in the Atlantic 
crossing. Needless to say a lot of | 
groundwork needs to be done tol 
iron out the media created craters inj 
peoples minds. * 

What about the future? Well 
we've finally produced a TJK EF! 
action update' — any requests ?- 
th ere are seven local groups, a Lo n- 
don office, an inflatable and two a n 
full time eco-nutters. with severa l 
nearly full time] The rainforest’ 


campaign rolls on just as/ 
Carmageddon, a new national cam- 
paign rears its ugly heacL The num- 
ber of groups continues-to grow as 
does., the number of individual, 
EFiejs? The word is finally begin - 
nin g to spread a s reque sts for vari -I 
ous EF! groups to be present at fa irs] 
public debates and of course actio n^ 
'corrfmue to increase. The only wa) 
is UP!! 
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Overgrazing in Great Basin 


By George Wuerthner 

Great Basin National Park, It is truly ironic that the Park 

Nevada's only national park, has Service is spending hundreds of 
issued its draft management plan thousands of dollars to rid other 
which will guide Park operations for national parks like Olympic of non- 
the next 15 years. One of the major native mountain goats which were 
issues is when , how much, and if, at least part of the native fauna of 
livestock grazing will continue North America, while permitting 
here. privately owned alien species like 

One of the major weaknesses domestic livestock to continue to 
with the original authorizing legis- degrade the only representative of 
lation which created the Park was the Great Basin ecosystem among 
the stipulation that mandated the our national park units, 
continuation of livestock grazing Like most areas of the Great 

within the Park. This clause, placed Basin ecosystem where livestock 

in the legislation by the then grazing occurs, Great Basin contin- 

Senator James McClure of Idaho, ues to experience many of the same 

benefits five permitees, which, problems as found elsewhere, in- 

among others, includes one large eluding damage to riparian areas, 

California corporation. It is a sig- water pollution, and trampling of 

nificant slap to democracy to vegetation. Cattle regularly wander 

compromise the value of this Na- into campgrounds, and destroy the 

tional Park for all citizens, merely to aesthetic quality of backcountry 

maintain special commercial meadows. In addition to cattle, do- 

priveleges that largely benefit a half mestic sheep are grazed here as well, 

dozen individuals and companies. overlapping the range of a small 
Domestic livestock as alien, non- herd of wild bighorns which have 
native species are inappropriate in suffered a recent decline in popu- 
our national parks, utilizing water, lation — with disease transmitted 

space, and forage that should be from the domestic animals strongly 
supporting native species. By com- suspected as being a contributory 
mon consent, our national parks factor. 

are valued as reservoirs for native To rectify some of the prob- 

biodiversity and models of natural lems, and feeling compelled by the 

ecosystems. Domestic livestock legal mandate to accommodate 

grazing severely compromises both livestock, the Park Service is pro- 
of these goals, and this was recog- posing to spend hundreds of thou- 

nized during the scoping process sands of dollars on fencing, water 

when more than 200 letters were and other developments, and 

written specifically objecting to the management schemes designed to 

continuation of livestock grazing reduce but not eliminate the nega- 

within the Park. tive impacts associated with domes- 

Give 'em Shit! , 


Ranchers proclaim the many 20240 
benefits of cow dung to the Western — F. Dale Robertson, Chief, 

public range.* Understandable est Service, USDA, POBox 2417*®^ 
therefore, we — as owners of public Washington, DC 20013 

land and resources thereon — feel — John Turner, Director, US Fish & 

that it is time to share this won- Wildlife Service, Interior Building, 
drous bounty with the dedicated 18th and C Streets, NW, Washing- 
public servants who make it all ton, DC 20240 
possible. If you agree, then mail a 

cowpie during this holiday season, ‘Actually, domestic bovines deplete 
or anytime thereafter. at least ten times more range nutri- 

1 . Procure an old, dry, critter-free ents than they return via feces and 

cowpie (otherwise you might be in urine, and then their bodies go to 
trouble with the law) feedlots, slaughterhouses, stores, 

2. Place in a suitable box and seal — dinner plates and sewage treatment 

as you would any other gift — per- plants, not back to the range, 

haps with a short note of explana- 
tion. Note: All this is entirely legal, so 

3. Address and mail to one or more include a signature and return ad- 
of the following (or others of your dress. 


own choosing): 

— Cyjamison, Director, BLM, Dept, 
of the Interior, Washington, DC 



tic livestock use. mitigation measures be imple- 

If enough mail is generated mented. Since most of these mitiga- 
opposing the continuation of do- tion measures such as fencing 
mestic livestock, the Park Service campgrounds and riparian areas are 
may choose one of several altema- very costly, insist that permittees 

tives. The Secretary of the Interior pay for the full cost for all these 

has the authorization to terminate developments — which in the ab- 

livestock grazing or to prescribe any sence of livestock grazing would be 

limitations or conditions upon its entirely unnecessary, 
continued existence. The authoriz- 2.Also insist that grazing allot - 

ing legislation also permits the Park ments be closed if any base property 
Service to negotiate an exchange of is sold and not transferred to the 
all or part of existing grazing allot- new owners upon sale, 
ments within the Park for allot- 3. Ask that allotment ex- 

ment s ou t side th e Park. changes outside of the Park be vig- 

/ What You Can Do: Write the orously pursued and given first pri- 
\Park Superintendent^ jjLHepdticks, ority in management efforts. Bar- 
and thank him for recognizing the ring the success of this approach, 
obvious conflict between contin- suggest that instead of spending 
ued livestock grazing and the Park any more funds on "range im- 
preservation mandate. Argue that provements" or range management 
national parks have a higher value within the Park that they use these 
as representative natural ecosys- funds to purchase base property- 
terns than as feedlots for private with grazing privileges attached, 
livestock. Ideally, all grazing allot- and to use these allotments to pro- 
ments should be closed considering vide alternative grazing options for 

their obvious impact upon other permittees^ 

park values and resources. Point out p-, ‘-" Without your letters the Park 
how incredulous it is that back- Service cannot make a case that live! 

packers are asked not to camp near \ stock grazing is greatly compromis- 
lakes or streams or to cut ling park values fo rvisitorsand 
switchbacks, when these impacts ig itizen/. Please take the time to 

are minor by comparison to the write your concerns and mail them 
imparts domestic livestock enact by December 31, 1991 to A1 
upon trails, water quality and veg- Hendricks, Supt. Great Basin N.P, 
etation. Baker, Nevada 89311. If you can't 

1. Assuming that the Park Ser- make the Dec. 31 deadline, send 

vice will at no time soon ask the ydur letter anyway. It will probably 

Secretary of the Interior to termi- be counted and considered, 
nate livestock grazing in the Park, 
one can still request that strong 

Standing on Fishes 

"Standing on Fishes," a play curred: people crossed that invisible 

that was written, produced and per- barrier of "audience" and became 
formed by local Twin Cities envi- participants in the play- or should I 
ronmental activists and sponsored say life- themselves. No longer pas- 
by Minnesota EF! has just returned sive observers of the destruction of 
from a highly successful tour of the Mother Earth, people found that by 

Northeast and Canada. Utilizing giving voice to their grief (or rage), 

the ritual elements of the Council of on a stage, in front of everyone, that 

All Beings workshops, the play in- suddenly their voice mattered, that 

tended to evoke a deeper response their loss meant something, that 

to the ecological crisis and inspire their participation in the Council of 

people to act. But unlike the Coun- Life was important. And listening to 

cil, which often caters to those who everyone calling out their losses in a 

can afford a weekend workshop in litany, like a steady rhythmic drum- 

the woods, the hope was to reach a beat, gave people a feeling of 

much broader audience, one less membership in a tribe. In other 

familiar with the concepts of deep words, empowerment, 

or even shallow ecology. There was As I listened to the responses 

little or no admission charged. Au- people gave, as I looked into their 
diences left teary-eyed and commit- tear-stained faces, it became clear to 

ted to change their lives. me that people have been waiting, 

This was accomplished in part for a long time, for the revival of 

by giving a voice to the animals and Earth ritual. I believe now that most 

other non-human entities. Actors, people feel a connection with the 

wearing simple masks, moved in earth and are outraged by what is 

and out of the human world, offer- being done to it. What is lacking is 

ing animal wisdom, critisism and empowerment, a belief that one's 

commentary from an other -than- actions can and do make a differ- 

human perspective, thus challeng- ence. Through ritual-the songs, 

ing the audience to go beyond their dances, the repeated words and 

habitual, anthropocentric way of gestures that honor the self and 

thinking. membership in the tribe and the 

For me, however, the real magic web of life- one arrives at that place 
occurred during the "loss" ritual, of empowerment, 
when, towards the end of the play, Plays like "Standing on Fishes" 
we invited the audience to come up are one way of remembering that 

on stage and express, one by one, ancient drumbeat, and I would en- 

their grief over a particular loss- of a courage Earth Firstiers everywhere, 

fondly remembered patch of in addition to their important po- 

woods, swallowed up by a urban litical struggles, to give time and 

sprawl, or of a favorite pond, now a space to this equally vital work, 

shopping mall, or of a parent or \ 

child lost to cancer. In this moment 
a truly moving transformation oc- 
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International Paper and Hate Groups Spew Shit in NY/VT 


EFiers posted a mock arrest warrant 
on Buffy's door charging him with 
collusion with IP and the 
Burlington Sewage Department for 
poisoning Lake Champlain. 
Clavelle and his lackeys are plan- 
ning to build a larger and longer 
sewer pipe to pump excrement out 
further into the lake. This summer 
the city's beaches were closed north 
and south of the pipe. 

The following evening, Tall 
Pine Dawson announced at a 
popular counter-culture cafe that 
Champ was safely put to rest in 
<SScre<LAbenaki burial grounds ear- 
lier that day. 

On the day of the hearing in 
Ticonderoga, the United 
Paperworkers International Union 
also publicly denied the pipeline 
sabotage, stating that anytime 
something goes wrong at IP it is 
usually blamed on the union. 
Along with the union denial came 
more threats to EF! from right-wing 
extremists. Threats such as, "Bring 
your own blood type because you 
never know when you might slip in 
the parking lot and hit your head on 
a baseball bat" were thrown out. 
We were also told that cars with VT 
license plates would have their tires 
slashed. 

Tor” the hearing, IP worked the 
town of Ticonderoga into a frenzy 
Every shop in town boasted "If 
Complies" (t o environmental starw 
^dards) signs./ Stickers were passed 
out and pro-IP rallies were held. IP 
neglected to tell Ticonderogians 
that in 1988, when Jay, ME towns- 
people supported a union strike, the 
IP plant released 110,000 gallons of 
chloride dioxide over that town. 


Also, IP did not tell them that an IP 
mill in Georgia was recently fined 
$800,000 for worker safety viola- 
tions.^ Nor did they mention that 
CEO John Georges recently plead 
no contest to five felony counts of 
environmental pollution and, as a 
reward, President Bush appointed 
Georges to a position on the 
President's commission on the en- 
vironment - 

When EFiers arrived i i 
Ticonderoga that evening, a surreal 
attitude seemed to have gripped thi 
inhabitants. Anti-EF! placards pro- 

( claiming EF! and the Audubon So- 
ciety as eco-n uts and "Champ 
Lives" greeted us] A stupid human 
in a Champ replica costume pa- 
raded around. Chants at the pro-IP 
demo included, "Greenspeace (sic) 
and Earth First! why bother our IP, 
when it's Vermont whose pollution 
is giving Champ the D.T.'s"...or (to 
the tune of Row, Row, Row Your 
Boat) "Row, row, row your boat past 
the IP mill, merrily, merrily, mer- 
rily, merrily IP pays the bill." 

Townspeople came up to. us 
and said they were worried about 
their town since IP made it what it is 
today. Our response was that they 
were right; it is a smoke belching 
lake polluter, but the actual town 
was built by the labor of the work- 
ers . ^owhidUheyreplied/^Butthe 
workers will lose their jobs of ~~ 
Teaves." Then we explained abou t 
w orker control and that if t h« 
workers ran the factory, they prot 
ahlywonld not produce poisons t( 
poll ute themselves, the town o r th 
lake. They responded by savin t 
"What if that doesn't work?" Or 
response was, at I €< 


Shaggletooth's anyway, "We'll 
l show them how to grow and har- 
I vest a use fu l, sustainabl e- crop of 

1 marijuana." S 

C The bogus hearing (rumor has 
it that IP already had their permit to 
pollute renewed) found over 300 
people packed into the armory and 
guarded by NY's finest to prevent 
violence. As the hearing went on 
boringly, EFiers and the ASA met 
tete-a-tete outside. A few harsh 
words, but nothing more than the 
concept of brainwashed, 
anthropocentrism versus 

biocentrism. 

During the hearing, most 
people told how they loved IP, al- 
though there were a few disgruntled 
folks who did not buy the IP line 
and spoke the truth. EF! provided 
two critters for testimony, a salmon 
and conservation biologist Locke. 
The salmon spoke for things that 
could not speak for themselves, and 
Locke lambasted the NY Depart- 
ment of Conservation for their 
abuse of EFiers in the past. She also 
attacked the IP mill saying it was 
very likely that there was some 
money being exchanged between 
IP and Dow Chemical to see that IP 
did not switch from their highly 
toxic chlorine-bleaching process 
(for which Dow supplies the chlo- 
rine) to a less toxic oxygen bleach- 
ing process (which IP presently has 
the technology to do). Locke con- 
cluded her testimony by saying, "IP 
may provide your bread and butter, 
but how much are you willing to be 
paid to have somebody shit in your 
mouth?" 

\ (Alt'?- 


Nuke Dump Plann^ For Mississippi Floodplain 


By Orin Langelle 

About 8:45 pm on November 
1 7, Earth First! received a phone call 
tip that two anti-environmental 
groups, the Adirondack Solidarity 
Alliance (ASA) and the Alliance for 
America (AFA), accused EF! of sabo- 
taging a waste w'ater pipeline at the 
International Paper (IP) mill in 
Ticonderoga, NY. A valve on the 
pipeline was closed which resulted 
in a spill of 500,000 gallons of waste 
water that contained dioxins and 
furons, heavy metals, and phos- 
phorus. At least half of the spill had 
poured into Lake Champlain earlier 
that morning. This spill was the 
smallest of seven spills that oc- 
curred at the plant since 1978. 

An EF! Biodiversity Liberation 
Front spokesperson denied the 
charge, claiming it was ludicrous 
that EF! would further any type of 
pollution of Lake Champlain, or 
anywhere else for that matter, and 
added that the spill was a travesty 
and condemned the incident. 

It appears that the right-wing 
groups leveled the charge against 
EF! because of a scheduled public 
hearing at Ticonderoga on the 19th 
where IP's permit to discharge waste 
water into the lake would be 
evaluated. They were also upset 
thp i-rptnendous public- 
ity EF! was getting from the day 
before, when four days of media 
attention was launched to inform 
the citizens about the pollution in 
Lake Champlain and the effect the 
poisons were having on the lake's 
inhabitants. 

Starting the informational 
campaign on the 16th, EFiers held a 
funeral procession for the lake's fa- 
mous monster, Champ. On the NY 
side of the Lake Champlain bridge, 
a press conference was held. "In- 
ternational Paper has murdered 
Champ," said Heather Loeke^ a 
conservation biologist with EFk'"As 
a result of that and the decline of 
other species in the lake, we've got 
to do something to stop the pol- 
luters from destroying the lake." 
Locke pointed out that there are 17 
listed rare or endangered species 
and innumerable biologically 
threatened species which are de- 
clining because IP dumps 20 mil- 
lion gallons of waste water into the 
lake each day. She also added that 
because of all the dioxins and other 
poisons, officials say that you can- 
not eat more than one lake trout per 
month from the Champlain water. 

The funeral procession, with 
Champ in his coffin atop an EF! 
hearse, then crossed over the bridge 
to the Vermont si49'!'^benaET^a^ 
/TTvefAmerican, Tall Pine Dawson,) 
! was on hand to receive Champ's j 
; death certificate from Locke. 

| Dawson said, "Champ will be bur-/ 

| ied along the sacred Mississquof 
I River, along with other Native 
Americans who have been mur- 
/ dered over the years since the corh- 
VJng of Christo pher Columbu^.-^ 
Champ's funeral procession 
proceeded at a painfully slow pace 
the 30 or so miles to Burlington, VT, 
where EF! ers the next day marched 
down the outdoor mall with 
Champ's casket and went to city 
hall, home of granola crunching 
mayor Peter "Buffy" Clavelle. As 
Champ lay in state for the night, 


The current focus of MNEF! is 
the utility company, Northern 
States Power (NSP), and its pro- 
posal to put a radioactive waste 
dump in the flood plain of the 
Mississippi River. The existing 
waste storage pools for the NSP 
nuclear plant at Prairie Island will 
be full by 1993. Despite claims 
from the feds that a national 
dump site, known as WIPP in New 
Mexico, will be ready any day 
now(claims designed to discour- 
age protests along the WIPP 
trucking route), NSP reports that 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
sion shows no sign of being able 
to provide a federally operated 
site by 1998, the promised dead- 
line. 

NSP's own impact statement 
indicates that for a cost lower 
than that of building the "storage 
facility", conservation subsidies 
could reduce power demand 
enough to make the dump un- 
necessary, and allow for a smooth 
phase out of the plant as its li- 
cence expires in the next decade. 
In its corporate wisdom, NSP has 
opted for building "temporary" 
dry storage casks of steel and 
concrete — an untested design 
that is supposed to hold spent fuel 
rods and remain intact for 20-30 
years. The concrete is supposed to 
not leak or crack, even though it 
will have a constant surface tem- 
perature of 270 degrees Farenheit. 


These casks, as many as 48 of 
them, are to be placed upstream 
from millions of people in the 
Mississippi valley — on a site that 
was under water as recently as 
1965. As usual, the site is adjacent 
to a Native reservation. In this 
case, it is land belonging to the 
Mdewakanton Sioux, who have 
opposed the plant since before its 
construction in 1970. Although 
"temporary", the casks are not 
designed to transport waste, 
meaning that some transfer of 
waste to rail cargo will be neces- 
sary — unless the fuel rods 
crumble into non-transferable 
piles of hot, radioactive dust(as 
they often do in storage), in 
which case the casks will have to 
be used for transport anyway, and 
the railroad and everyone else can 
take their chances. More likely, 
the casks will just be left where 
they stand. But that wouldn't be 
surprising. An on-site dump is 
feared by many to be the excuse 
the NSP needs to successfully 
relicense its aging, brittle reactor 
before the operating permit runs 
out in 2013. 

Hearings on NSP's permit to 
build this nauseating addition to 
the historically disasterous Prairie 
Island plant have begun and will 
continue through December. At 
this crucial phase, MNEF! has 
joined the ranks of the Prairie 


Island Coalition Against Nuclear 
Storage, a broad based coalition of 
over 40 groups: minority 
lawyers, environmentalists, com- 
munity activists, corporate 
watchdogs and assorted riff-raff. 
The contribution of MNEF! so far 
has been to generate public 
awareness of this media-ignored 
problem by engaging in theatrics 
that other members of the coali- 
tion tend to avoid. The town of 
Red Wing and the hearings in St. 
Paul have felt our presence, but 
this call is still going out for troops 
, ideas, and fucking nasty letters 
from rightously pissed off chil- 
dren of Earth. Interested parties 
should contact the following: 
Call (612) 379 3853 or write the 
Public Utilities Commission 
700 American Center Building 
150 East Kellogg Blvd. 



Page 26 Earth First] Yule 1991 


By Karen Wood 

On August 30, John Mumma, 
Regional Forester for the Northern 
Rockies Region (Region 1) of the US 
Forest Service, resigned under pres- 
sure from timber hardliners. 
Mumma, the first wildlife biologist 
to make regional forester, has been a 
key figure in the burgeoning reform 
movement within the agency, re- 
fusing to meet inflated timber targets 
in Region 1. As a result, Region 1 fell 
about 30% short of these politically 
imposed targets last year, and will fall 
short again this year. 

The hardliners responsible for 
this coup include Deputy Chief 
James Overbay, Associate Chief 
George Leonard, and Assistant Sec- 
retary of Agriculture John Beuter. 
During a recent trip to Region 1, 
during which he informed Mumma 
that he would be reassigned to 
Washington, DC, Overbay advo- 
cated the prohibition of timber sale 
appeals in order to "move 
agressively" to increase logging in 
roadless areas ("Retrenchment in the 
Forest Service," Jeff DeBonis, Fall 
1991 Inner Voice). Overbay also rec- 
ommended that Forest Service plan 
standards and guidelines be changed 
because of their negative impact on 
timber targets (DeBonis). 

The ousting of Mumma is the 
result of increasing pressure on the 
agency to meet timber targets by 
timber interests and their puppet 
politicians. In a letter to F. Dale 
Robertson from Senator Larry Craig 
(R-ID), printed in the Fall 1991 issue 
of Inner Voice, Craig addresses the 
Forest Service Chief as follows: 

"Dale, I am very disappointed 
with the Forest Service's accom- 
plishment and accountability for 
timber outputs in Idaho and the 
Nation as a whole. You have serious 
management problems that must be 
addressed. It is my hope you will 
move to assure targets are met and 
line officers are held accountable for 
targets." 

The decision to oust Mumma 
apparently came from the office of 
the Secretary of Agriculture, with 
hints that Chief Robertson would be 
next. Reporter Sherry Devlin of The 
Missoulian daily newspaper reported 
on August 30 that Secretary of Agri- 
culture Edward Madigan met with 
Montana timber executives and as- 
sured them that Mumma would be 
replaced ("Coup in Missoula," Jeffrey 
St. Clair, Forest Watch Vol. 12, No. 
2 ). 

In the Pacific Northwest, effects 
of this hardliner backlash are mani- 
festing in Regional Forester John 
Butruille's joining Overbay to advo- 
cate the prohibition of timber sale 
appeals. Overbay claimed, at an 
October press conference in Salem, 
Oregon, that the appeals process is 
being abused by environmentalists 
"who merely disagree with how 
we're doing business" ("Owl Calls", 
Jeffrey St. Clair, Forest Watch Vol. 
12, No. 4). 

Proposed changes in Forest Ser- 
vice appeal regulations announced 
bv Overbay include the elimination 
of appeals on procedural grounds 
and the levying of fines for "frivo- 
lous" appeals (St. Clair, "Owl Calls"). 

Meanwhile, Dale Robertson ap- 
pears to have taken this coup seri- 


ously and has decided to protect his 
position at all costs (to the envi- 
ronment). He told the Associated 
Press that the agency needs to 
honor its "commitment" to timber 
dependent communities by pro- 
ducing 3 billion board feet per year 
from the Pacific Northwest Na- 
tional Forests. This figure assumes 
the expedition of timber sales in 
roadless areas such as Shasta Costa, 
Canyon and West Indigo in the 
Siskiyou National Forest, the lifting 
of the Judge Dwyer's injunction on 
logging in northern spotted owl 
habitat, and continued high cut- 
ting on endangered eastside forest 
ecosystems (St. Clair, "Owl Calls"). 

Representative Gerry Sikorski 
(D-MN) initiated hearings of the 
Civil Service Subcommittee that 
have so far brought testimony from 
Mumma and Lorraine Mintzmayer, 
former regional director of the Na- 
tional Park Service for the Rocky 
Mountain Region. Mintzmayer also 
faced reassignment for her part in 
compiling a plan for the Greater 
Yellowstone Ecosystem that called 
for reduced timber cutting on fed- 
eral lands adjacent to Yellowstone 
National Park. Mintzmayer told the 
subcommittee that White House 
Chief of Staff John Sununu ordered 
the original "Vision" document 
completely rewritten, which it was. 
Needless to say, the new "Vision" 
was more of the same old exploita- 
tion. 

It is clear that the Bush ad- 
ministration is the driving force 
behind this oppressive, anti-envi- 
ronmental political maneuvering. 
Forest Service employees who have 
dared to speak out or to work for 
reform are all in fear for their jobs. 
Jeff DeBonis of Association of Forest 
Service Employees for Environ- 
mental Ethics (AFSEEE) states, "The 
time is now to stand on the tanks 
and cry foul, or we can kiss the 
budding reform movement within 
the Forest Service good-bye" 
(DeBonis, "Retrenchment"). If we 
activists stand by silently while the 
oppression continues, we can also 
kiss our own rights (to appeal, for 
example) good-bye, and look for- 
ward to standing by silently while 
the rest of the ancient forest is sac- 
rificed to corporate interests. 

What You Can Do: 

Contact your US Representa- 
tive. (This doesn't have to be lim- 
ited to a letter or phone call - visit in 
person, perhaps in costume, per- 
haps with a lot of other people and 
some media....) Express your con- 
cerns over Mumma's ousting and 
recent anti- environmental silenc- 
ing activities of the Bush adminis- 
tration toward federal employees. 
Ask your rep's office to keep you 
updated on the progress of the Civil 
Service Subcommittee hearings, 
and ask your rep to launch her own 
investigation of attempts to subvert 

citize n appeal li ghte — > 

I To find out more detail about! 
the hardliner coup, you can reach) 
the publications quoted in this ar- 
ticle at: Forest Watch, 14417 SE 
Laurie, Oak Grove, OR 97267; 652- 
7049 Inner Voice, PO Box 11615, 
VEugene, OR 97440; 484- 2692. 
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Lawsuit 


Jigging 


By Karen Wood — 

On November 26, the Eugene- 
based Forest Conservation Council 
issued a 60-day Notice of Intent to 
Sue to over 150 private landowners 
and logging operators in Lane 
County, Oregon. The group is 
threatening to sue under the En- 
dangered Species Act for incidental 
"take" of northern spotted owls af- 
ter completing research that shows 
365 logging, road building and 
herbicide spraying operations on 
over 27,000 acres that lie within a 
1.3 mile radius of spotted owl nests 
or activity centers. All but one of 
the operations are located in Lane 
County; we threw in a 1300 acre 
clearcut by Medford Corp. (Medco) 
in Jackson County for good mea- 
sure. The industry's reaction to the 
largest enforcement action taken 
against private land logging opera- 
tions in Oregon has been predict- 
able. The Weyerhaeuser spokes- 
person blathered about thousands 
of jobs to be lost, and charged that, 
why, these radicals won't be happy 
until we can't cut another tree 
anywhere. Well, a ceasefire would 
be nice.... 

The requirements of the Forest 
Practices Act (FPA) for spotted owl 
protection do not meet the stan- 
dards of federal law. The FPA re- 
quires a written plan from the op- 
erator if the operation falls within 
one mile of a spotted owl site, and 
requires that a 70-acre core area 
around the nest tree be reserved. 
Big deal. Operators are told when 
their plans are rubber-stamped - I 
mean approved - that the operation 
may not necessarily be in compli- 
ance with federal law. The biologi- 
cal standard accepted habitat re- 
quirements for spotted owls is a 
40% canopy cover in a 1.3 mile 
radius around a nest tree or activity 
center on the west side of the Cas- 
cades, and 1.5 miles in the Coast 
Range. The forest in this circle must 
meet other criteria as well, con- 
cerning the amount of down woody 
material and open space under the 
canopy, for example. Although the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service recently 
withdrew these "official" guide- 
lines under political pressure, the 
biological reality remains; if an owl 
is harassed or killed by destruction 
of its available suitable habitat, 
then a "take" has occurred under 
the Endangered Species Act. 

Information we have uncov- 
ered so far shows that little of the 
lands surrounding the owls in 
question meets the biological stan- 
dard. Most of the owls are on Bu- 
reau of Land Management (BLM) 
lands that are "checkerboarded" 
among the private land. And some 
of the BLM forests are in danger 
from the God Squad: over 40 BLM 
sales that were judged to have a 
significant impact on spotted owls 
have been sent to the Endangered 
Species Committee so they can de- 
cide whether the economics out- 
weigh the ecological consideration. 
Since we don't think the BLM will 
be considering operations on adja- 
cent private lands cumulatively 
with the "jeopardy sales", the Forest 
Conservation Council will try to get 
intervenor status with the God 


Squad to present the information 
jwe^haveTOmpIIed) 

Doing the research for this ac- 
tion has given us some good expe- 
rience with the Oregon Forest 
Practices Act and the Oregon De- 
partment of Forestry; enough to \ 
knowt hev both need a total over- \ 
haul.j The Oregon FPA is so weak 
That recent "environmental" 
amendments passed by the Oregon 
legislature have improved it to the 
point that, for example, there is 
now a 120 acre size limit for clear 
cuts. I'm not kidding. Other "im- 
provements" included increasing 
buffers for streams and highways 
(the scenic "viewshed"), and in- 
creasing the number of snags and 
downed logs in clear cuts. While 
forest ecologists at Oregon State 
University and the Forest Service's 
H.J. Andrews Experimental Forest 
are pushing the boundaries of eco- 
logical necessity farther and farther, 
our lawmakers are passing fluff 
legislation that only gives a green 
light to further destruction and 
depletion of valuable forest land. 
What You Can Do: 

If You Live In Oregon: , 

If you would like to monitor 
private operations in your area in 
Oregon, and would like some help r 
getting started, contact me at 
Southern Willamette EF!, PO Box \ 
,10384, Eugene, OR 97440; \ 
(503)343-7305. Please don't call to V 
ask me to come save something in l 
your backyard - do it yourself! 

Contact your state representa- 
tive and senators and tell them in 
your own inimitable style just what 
you think of the Forest Practices 
Act's complete lack of muscle. 

SWEF! also has information on 
monitoring Forest Service timber 
sales, and are actively monitoring 
sales on the Willamette, Umpqua, 
Siuslaw, and Siskiyou National 
Forests. We will be starting a 
clearinghouse for small groups and 
individuals that are monitoring 
Forest Service sales throughout 
western Oregon. Get in touch with 
us if you are monitoring sales in 
your area, or if you'd like to get 
started. 

If You Live Outside Oregon: 

Go to your state forestry office 
and get information about your 
state's forest practices law. If it is 
weak, which it probably is, work to 
strengthen it. You can also monitor 
private operations near you; ask 
your state forestry office or state 
representative for a copy of the 
regulations governing citizen ap- 
peal rights and access to informa- 
tion. That way you'll get the rules 
straight from the source, rather 
than giving bureaucrats the oppor- 
tunity to throw a bunch of red tape 
in your way; it's always a good idea 
to know your rights! 
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How to be a Complete Failure as Toronto water 



an Environmental Activist 

OR 

Yesterday I Couldn't Even Spell it 
and Now I Are One 

f^4AM'77 )1 

Rule 1: Always proclaim yourself an d plumbing. Use your friends' 
proudly as an Environmental lights, stove, shower and toilet, and 

Activist to any and all who will l et them pay for it, too. 

listen. This will have one of the 


Getting Informa- 
tion on Logging 
in Southern Or- 
egon 


following very effective results: 
A) If she or he is also an EA s/he 
will either: 

a) not believe you 

b) engage you in an enviro 
one-upmanship conversation, 
such as: 

"Well,/ was at Redwood 


Rule 5: TV. Smash your television. 
Of course, you don't have electricity 
anyway, remember? Make a big cer- 
emony of the destructive act, hop- 
ing your friends will come, and that 
they will bring beer. Now you can 
watch Monday Night Football in 
your friendly neighbrohood hippie 


processes photos 

Photography buffs looking for 
an alternative to expensive process- 
ing chemicals might try water from 
the Toronto waterfront. With just a 
little bit of patience the polluted 
water can do the job, says Jeremy 
Lynch, a third-year photography 
student at Ryerson Polytechnical 
Institute. 

Lynch found the developing 
process took about 28 hours versus 
the normal ten minutes. But he was 
still able to develop pictures because 
the Lake Ontario pollutants include 
compounds found in darkroom 
chemicals. 

— SOURCE- A LTERNATIVES0 


By Karen Wood 

Getting information from the 
Oregon Department of Forestry 
makes dealing with the Forest Ser- 
vice seem like child's play. If you 
want them to put you on their mail- 
ing list, they charge about $600 per 
district per year for a subscription. 
You can go into their office and get 
it, but you'll have to work with their 
schedule, which is hectic during fire 
season. But if you're persistent, the 
information is there. The operation 
notification contains the names, 
addresses and phone numbers of 
the landowner, operator, and tim- 
ber owner, as well as information 
about the planned operation: type 
of operation, logging and spraying 
methods, chemicals being used, 
number of acres, board feet re- 
moved, feet of road being built, and 
legal description to the sixteenth of 
a section. It also gives the operator's 
description of the site: how far from 
Class I water, how steep of a slope, 
and how stable the soil is. Some- 
times the notification will indicate 
whether a threatened or endan- 
gered species is involved. There is 
often a map attached. 

If you want to monitor private 
operations in a small area, you can 
subscribe just for your "backyard" 
for a smaller fee; the ODF will then 
mail you any notifications they re- 
ceive for that area. If you want to 
monitor a larger area, one option is 
to have the ODF perform a com- 
puter search for the townships, 
ranges, and sections you are looking 
for. You'll get a printout that will 
then give you the operator names 
and notification numbers, so you 
can go straight to those operations. 
The hitch is that they charge $22 an 
hour for computer time, and their 
computer is slow. 

You do have the right to appeal 
private operations. I haven't had 
much experience with the process, 
but it seems pretty dismal. Since 
state law is so weak, I would suggest 
you focus on possible violations of 
federal law. There is a 1 5-day appeal 
period after the notification is filed, 
which severely limits most people's 
ability to pull it off. The law simply 
must be changed. Forest Conser- 
vation Council has started a politi- 
cal action committee to achieve this 
goal. 


Summer, all five base camps. 

"Yeah, well / was in jail the 
whole time, while you guys 
partied." 

"I deserved some party time; I 
spent three months last winter 
buried up to my neck in 
cement to stop that dam in 
Canada. 

"Big deal. 1 spent three 
months in the hospital 'cause I 
lassoed a moving logging 
truck with a chain and was 
dragged 400 yards down the 
highway." 

"So what! / once placed my 
body between a tuna boat and a 
nuclear submarine and was actu- 
ally crushed to death!" 

B) If s/he is not an EA, you just 
might get punched inna nose. 

Rule 2: Clothing. All clothing is a 
statement, and this can be a particu- 
larly effective means of offending as 
many mainstream people as pos- 
sible, thus totally alienating them 
forever from the Movement. After 
all, it's getting crowded out there on 
those demonstration lines, isn't it? 
T-shirts espousing the legalization 
of hemp on the front and promot- 
ing a Druid for President on the 
back ape examples of such state- 
ments. It is also helpful if you could 
keep this clothing as filthy as pos- ; 
sihle. Remember, only your heart 
has to be pure. 

Rule 3: Modern high-technology, 
sneer at it loftily whenever possible. 
Keep your $1600 mountain bike 
with 88 gears out of sight. 


Rule 4: Alternative Energy. Take the 
philosophical high ground and 
unplug yourself totally from all 
sources of electricity, gas, hot water, 
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bar, just like everyone else. 

Rule 6: Newsletters. ' If your 
grassroots organization decides to 
publish one, be certain that the 
editors never completed the third 
grade. This will ensure that at least 
one word in every ten will be mis- 
spelled, that commas will rarely be 
used, and that run-on sentences 
will be the norm. Particualr atten- 
tion should be paid to the constant 
misuse of the words "its" and "it's"; 
The result will be that your publica- 
tion may be totally incomprehen- 
sible to the average American, but 
who needs 'em anyway! 

Rule 7: The political process. Under 
NO circumstances should you reg- 
ister to vote. I mean, if we actually 
managed to elect a few politicians 
who thought like us, there'd be no 
revolution, and what's the fun in 
that? 

Rule 8: Exercize. Since your only 
tasks in life are sitting in logging 
roads and indulging in political 
rhetoric and bombast, there is no 
need to stay in shape. Besides, slam- 
dancing is good for you, isn't it? 

Rule 9: Education and self-im- 
provement. What are you, a 
yuppie? Everything you ever 
needed to know about anything is 
in "Dear Shit fer Brains." Jeez. 

Rule 10: Other grassroots organiza- 
tion. Attend any and all events they 
may stage, especially if food and/or 
music will be involved. As far as 
actually doing anything for their 
cause, fuck 'em; you got enough 
problems of your own already, 
dontcha? 


m%> 

I? 


Suing EPA for 
Child Abuse 


The Citizen's Clearinghouse 
for Hazardous Wastes (CCHW) is 
collecting evidence from contami- 
nated communities to help present 
a case of large scale child abuse 
against the EPA and its director Bill 
Reilly. If an adult knowingly ex- 
poses a child to danger, or neglects 
to protect a child when possible, 
that is a crime. If you agree that the 
EPA has knowingly allowed chil- 
dren to live at dangerously con- 
taminated sites, CCHW invites you 
to add your community to the 
"Contaminated Site of the Month" 
roll call. This is part of the Forgotten 
Faces campaign to bring the issue of 
long-contaminated communities 
back into the news. To receive a 
Forgotten Faces kit write CCHW 
POB 6806, Falls Church, VA 22040 
or call (703) 237-CCHW. 

— source- Virginia Action 


Freddies 

Shred 

Records 


In a recent memo, the super- 
visor of the Stikine Area of the 
Tongass, in Petersburg and Forest 
Service regional timber officer 
warned employees to "sanitize" any 
records in their possession, lest they 
be subject to a Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act request or a court sub- 
poena. 

"We need to be sure the data 
we retain is the kind we would not 
be embarassed to have printed on 
the front page of the Seattle PI or the 
WA Post..." says the memo. 

— source-Ra vencall 


Ifor'/ry. 
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Earth Night 

Their Nightmare is Real 


Liquid Metal Embrittlement (LME) 
agent. Applied with a felt-tip type 
pen, LME is a clear, invisible sub- 
stance that changes the chemical 
structure of a metal so that it is no 
longer resilient and flexible. The 
result: The metal can fracture under 
stress. 


After frustration with eggs and bal- 
loons, I found green peppers to 
work very well as billboard bombs. 
Simply inject with latex paint using 
a turkey baster. Plug the hole with 
caulk. Cigarette and alcohol bill- 
boards get the most sympathy. Call 
your local paper for media atten- 
tion. If you like. 


Miri Prison 
Sarawak, Malaysia 
July 25, 1991 

Dear Friends, 

It was effortless to make the 
decision to cravel to East Malaysia to 
join a group of others from around 
the world who had not previously 
met, but who share a deep com- 
mitment to the ecology of our 
planet, and a clear perception of the 
interrelatedness of all aspects of 
those who share it, (not that a holi- 
day would not sound better than 
two months in a Malaysian prison!) 

The choice was easy because 
the present situation in Sarawak is 
critical, and the potential for loss is 
so great. In just a few years time 
experts affirm the oldest rainforest 
on earth will be laid waste, and the 
Penan, one of the world's last no- 
madic people will face cultural 
genocide. 

Coming to Sarawak was a 
natural sequelae to the endless at- 
tempts to call attention to the issue 
through less affirmative means. 
Jumping onto a log laden barge 
from a motor boat on the Kuala 
Baram river to ocean bound ships 
on the South China Sea, and 
hanging banners from the top of 
30ft cranes was to punctuate the 
itatcrnerrrrTfiechain tharTocT 
/ around my waist, shutting dov 
l workers' operations, spoke for this 
400 natives who have been arrestej 
since 1987. rTwo"TRJr ds~of the 
homelaiTd or the nomadic Penan 


9300 Penan left, a quarter nomadic, 
the - remainder semi-settled. WE 
mus rdo~ s omething s oon, or it w ill 
be too late. 

After being held for two days in 
prison and then sentenced to sixty 
days I couldn't help but think of the 
irony. I learned that eight Iban were 
imprisoned there for six to nine 
months. The "crime" was blockad- 
ing roads to protect their homes 
from loggers. Who was trespassing 
here? Who will care for the women 
and children while their men are in 
prison? 

The owner of the barge said he 
had no intention of pressing 
charges against me. He was told by 
the higher authorities that he must 
do so. Also, it's unheard of for a first 
time offender found guilty of 
criminal trespass to be given a 
prison sentence. 

As a group of eight(4 men and 
4 women from Germany, Australia, 
Sweden, the U.S.A. and the U.K.), 
we had already decided to initially 
withold our identities and our 
passports, knowing that if we did 
not we would be quickly and 
quietely deported. This would 
hopefully avert international at- 
tention. Our intention was to 
openly discuss why we had come to 


Sarawak, and we made a concise 
press statement available on re- 
quest. We consistently stated that 
our action was in no way "anti- 
Malaysian". We are not sensation- 
alists , we are deep ecologists ! 

Initially we were detained un- 
der violation of Immigration laws. 
Later we discovered a high ranking 
police officer had spoken to the 
press stating they still couldn't de- 
cide what to charge us with, but that 
they would come up with some- 
thing. We made up fictitious names 
like mine NirBnao for the forest, Let 
the Truth Prevail, Clouded Leopard, 
Can't live with Tropical Deforesta- 
tion The police were sure one 

man was called John, so he called 
himself John Stop the Logging. Af- 
ter three days we handed over our 
passports. This was clearly not an 
issue of criminal violation of Im- 
migration Law. 

We attempted to explain that 
being in prison is so small a sacrifice 
when there are sick and hungry 
people in the forest. One woma n 
held to a two week_ hunger fast. 

~ TwtrweeksTater we were told 
we were going. Where ? The Im- 
migration officer came and gave us 
our passports: "You are cleared from 
Immigration, I have no further 
comment". We had yet to contact a 
lawyer, or an embassy. We had not 
yet even been formally charged 
with anything. As I walked outside 
I noticed a squadron of police out- 
side the prison gates waiting. We 
were told we were going to court 
(for what ?). We were given just five 
minutes to meet with the lawyer 
who had luckily been arranged for 
us. Later I learned that my friends in 
Sante Fe, New Mexico knew vis a vis 
the media that I would be going to 
court before I did, even though they 
were on the other side of the world! 

The judge told the court room, 
that was packed with reporters, that 
Malaysia would not tolerate outsid- 
ers telling them what to do. "If 
foreigners are allowed to dictate the 
laws of the country it is better for us 
not to have our legislature...". As I 
stood beside my friends Nancy 
Rolfe, and Ralph Schmitt-Austra- 
lian and German citizens(we had all 
been on the same barge), I won- 
dered what on earth this had to do 
with trespassing.Sixty days-Panjara 
Pusat. The judge said this would 
deter others who may intend to 
come to Malaysia and protest as we 
did. 

The press continues to grossly 
distort the truth. They can't seem to 
own up to the fact that last year 
despite recommendations by the 
mO to cut down on logging to 9 


Charges Against 
Mine Blockaders 
Dropped 

By Jan Jacoby 

Civil charges of "trespass on a 
construction site" were dismissed 
against five Wisconsin environ- 
mentalists October 16, when the 
judge agreed with the defendants 
that the prosecutor, Rusk County 
District Attorney Keyan, had failed 
to meet the burden of proof against 
the five. The anti-pollutionists, Pat 
Gomez of Elmwood, Will Fantel of 
Eau Cliare, Jan Jacoby of Clayton, 
and Barb Katt and John LaForge, 
both of Luck, were arrested along 
with four others July 10, after sit- 
ting on a Kennicatt/RTZ access 
road and in the way of a fencing 
crew which was attempting to en- 
close the site of the proposed open 
pit copper/gold mine near 
Ladysmith. The five had intended 
to present a defense of justification, 
i.e., that their petty offense was 
committed in order to prevent the 
greater harm posed by the pit-mine, 
but the 10 women and 2 man jury 
never heard the argument, because 
of the prosecutor's error- a techni- 
cality. 


million cubic metres, they took out 
18 million. 

They say the Penan are happy 
to be told to relocate into 
longhouses and be rationed pow- 
dered sago, their staple food that is 
harvested from the forest and was 
easily obtainable.The press does not 
report the fact that Penan are ar- 
rested at random for peacefully 
trying to protect their landrights. 82 
were detained here for road block- 
ades a few years back. They were 
given mosquito coils, and one 
broke them into 82 pieces for his 
friends. 

To be imprisoned here is a 
small sacrifice for me to make. My 
fasting is a choice. It is an honor to 
ask on behalf of the Dayak peoples 
that their landrights be observed by 
th4 nation to which they are citi- 
zens. It is a privilege to ask for the 
trees, one of our earth's most pre- 
cious resources, that they continue 
to support the complex bio-diver- 
sity of the 150 million year old 
forest, (only a small percentage of its 
species have even to date been 
identified ).The heritage of hu- 
manity is in the evolution of the 
Borneo Rainforest, and in the re- 
spect for the Dyak people who 
simply wish to continue to live 
peacefully within them. 

• It will not discourage others 
from coming to Sarawak, my prison 
sentence, though they won;t make 
so dramatic an entrance ! Quite the 
contrary. It will hopefully inspire 
and foster widespread global 
change in thought and deed. 

No, we won't go away, we are 
just a few of the many whose col- 
lective voice is echoing around the 
world. Voices for Borneo. Voices for 
the Forest. 

It is not about criminal tres- 
passing. 

— NirBhao For the Forest, Deborah 

Witkin, American 

' <■ 


On the Radio 

By Ron Huber 

Public outreach is one of the 
most important things we can be 
doing now. Every day and every 
night, thousands of ordinary 
people become widely listened-to 
news commentators by phoning in 
to a radio talk show. Some go on the 
air in just their local region; others 
go national via nationally syndi- 
cated shows. 

All of them are having an im- 
pact on local and/or national 
opinion and policy makers. Just as 
the central tactic in advertising is 
repetition, so also does the repeti- 
tion of an idea over the radio give it 
entry into the public mind and 
eventual acceptance. A few guide- 
lines can help make you into an 
effective propagandist for Gaia: 

Know the stations: By scan- 
ning the airwaves or consulting 
newspaper guides to radio formats, 
one can easily discover the exist- 
ence of these shows. Listen to them. 
Discern the various hosts' interests 
and biases. Some stations have 
program guides listing upcoming 
guests. Others have recordings 
available by phone of the day's 
topics. Use these to determine your 
most effective time to call. Most 
talkshows have a once per week 
restriction on calling, so plan for 
maximum effect. 

Know the station's listeners: 
This lets you frame your message in 
such a way that it will be most easily 
understood and accepted by the 
listeners. You would not want to 
express your message the same way 
on both a show that caters to blue 
collar listeners and one that is lis- 
tened to primarily by students, 
scholars and politicians. Adapt ! 

Avoid sterile language: Words 
like 'wetlands', 'old growth', and 
'harvest' fail to capture the reality of 
the living world and lack flavor. 
Substitute 'marshes and swamps' 
for 'wetlands'. 'Wild', 'ancient' or 
'virgin' forests for 'old growth'. 
'Harvested' is another 
Newspeakism. Substitute 'cut 
down', 'killed', or 'chainsawed' for 
'harvested'. People can more easily 
be persuaded to protect something 
they can visualise, a wild forest or 
marsh, than old growth or wet- 
lands. 

Be clear and to the point: Get 
your thought or idea across right 
away. If the host is interested, vOu 
will have time to develop your 
statement. If not, you will have 
gotten your idea across anyway. 

Stage fright: Even the most lo- 
quacious of us can freeze up when 
confronted with the prospect of 
impromptu speaking to a large and 
invisible audience. Imagine you are 
speaking only to the show host and 
no one else. Have a list of your main 
points at hand. Feel free to speak 
right over the host, if s/he sounds 
uninterested or tries to steer you 
away from your point. Courage ! 
Remember, whole ecosystems and 
millions of wild organisms' lives are 
at stake. Discard hesitations and 
fears. Pick up that phone today or 
tonight and get ON THE AIR ! 
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...More Shit 

Continued from page 3 

ranks at demonstrations. Imagine! 
They actually think EF! split apart! 

Well, I'm off to ace another bull- 
dozer (or six’). 1 expect you to have an 
action planned by morning, and say, 
another dozen or so timber sales ap- 
pealed. All in the name of "Earth First!" 

A lost of shit has flown since Dave 
threatened to "tell everyone not to go" 
to Rendezvous if they didn't install 
Porta-Potties. It's t ime we own ou r shit. 
Quit wimpin' ou tjj It's time foE 




A 


and "WOO-WAo" in equal measure, 
is coming back, and she's pissed! 
making tracks, 
hi m Blea j 

d. note: The Journal has never had to borrow 
money to quench its insatiable thirst for more 
technological gidgits. 

Dear Earth Firstl, 

I am writing to let you know how 
much I admire vour movement. With 
the death of postmodernism, and the 
birth of its successor, nomadology, 
there is finally hope for this earth. 

Nomads like Dave Foreman, Lev 
Chernyi, Gilles Deleuze, Mike Roselle 
and Yves Navarre are the heroes of the 
contemporary world, and Earth First! 
journal, Anarchy, Advocate and Semiotext 
. (e) are the courageous voices raised 
Ijagainst the tyranny of christofascist 
r technoculture, Vive la resistance! 

— Ax Admirer In Canada 


Dear Shit fer Brains: 

I have no particular love for the 
idealized "worker" as he appears in the 
bourgeois Communist's mind, but 
when I see an actual flesh and blood 
worker in conflict with his natural en- ( 
emv, the policeman, I do not have to ask 
myself which side I am on. 

— George Orwell 

Earth First!: 

I would like to know what purpose 1 
the local contacts serve. I have written 
to both the Michigan (Val Salvo) and 
the Toledo Black Swamp (Michael and 
Margery Downs) chapters and did not 
receive any kind of response from ei- 
ther. Why list them if they do not even 
have the consideration to make any 
kind of reply? 

I was curious as to what an EF! 
group would be doing out here, since 
there is no virgin land to protect. I was 
hoping that I might at least meet some 
kindred soul (or maybe sabotage a Ted 
Nugent hunt). Now I'm not sure if these 
people are rude, paranoid, illiterate or 
all three. 

Anyway, I thought you should be 
aware of this. 

— Sue DeGroff 
Dear Shit fer Brains, 

Thanks for printing Douglas C. 
Taylor's inane hunter apologetic in the 
last issue. One can never get enough of 
the Ducks Unlimited spiel these days, 
especially since Bush started smother- 
ing everything with his pro-energy de- 
velopment (c)rap. 

Seriously though, how are we anti- 
hunting activists to deal with the 
"Hunters"? Unfortunately, we have to 
work with them when there is nobody 
else around who cares to defend habi- 
tat. If we can leverage their power to 
stop incoming roads, oil wells, cyanide 
heap leach opertions or public lands 
livestock grazing expanses, we should, 
however Tplnrtantly' Hn sn. 

- — -"'THatbeing said, we should still sal: 
the bastards (and bastardesses) when-) 
ever we can, even if we were politically/ 
allied with them the previous monthj 


And we should always hammer Taylor- 
like rhetoric into dust. 

Ducks Unlimited may have saved 
some marsh, but it has also promoted 
the destruction of many an ecosystem. 
Dig this (from The American Hunting 
Myth p 269): 

"A prime example of game man- 
agement practices that have upset eco- 
systems and destroyed habitat for many 
native species are the projects under- 
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taken by Ducks Unlimited. In Canada, 
this organization has caused the flood- 
ing of 1.4 million acres to create duck- 
breeding habitat. Many small mammals 
were drowned in the affected areas, and 
many other mammals were forced to 
flee to other, perhaps less favorable, 
locations. A booklet published by 
Friends of Animals claims that as many 
as 8 million animals may have been 
drowned as a result of these water con- 
tainment projects." 

As for lands further south, bird 
hunters in the US killed 94 million up- 
land game birds and 21 million water- 
fowl between Autumn 1975 and Au- 
tumn 1976 (Dan Atyco, Blood and Guts). 
If these are the acceptable costs of a 
responsible, balanced conservationism, 
I want no part of it. 

Concerning wildlife recovery 
since the turn of the century, Taylor 
seems to have forgotten that "excessive 
hunting and trapping in the 19th cen- 
tury brought half the native birds and 
mammals (in the US) to the verge of 
extinction" (Merritt Clifton of the Ani- 
mal Agenda). Given the hunging 
lobby's potent disdain for natural 
predators, it is not surprising that the 
only species that have really recovered 
since then are the ones that hunters like 
to blast to death. Real enlightenment, 
eh? 

While 1 am ragging on hunters, I 
might as well trash the old propaganda 
that justifies deer, elk and moose 
hunting on the grounds that the over- 
populated ungualtes need to be 
"thinned," lest they al^starve to death 
in the syinter. This myth is a total crock 
of shit! First, wildlife agencies (totally 
dominated by hunters) systematically 
generate ungulate overpopulation by 
promoting the killing of bucks so that 
the fawn production will be maxi- 
mized. That is, with relatively fe]W 
bucks, the grazing lands can then sus- 
tain many more pregnant does arid 
fawns. A 5:1 female to male ratio in a 
3300 strong deer herd can easily gen- 
erate a 1000 animal increase over the 
span of one year. -J 
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guys. They can be a pain in the butt. 
Tell them to go read a soap wrapper, 
chase after a heavy metal group , or 
crunch a Dungeons and Dragons game. 
Just say, "No more witch hunts!" 

Hey, if I want to worship the Jolly 
Green Goddess, that's my business. 
America was pagan country for thou - 
sands of years before C nliimhm hit. t he 

'"Bahama s. For some of us. the old ways 
are coming back. Maybe the pagans wil l 
apply for mpimhership in the National 
C ouncil of Churches . 

Remember the Salem victims in 
1992. Never again! This time, we won't 
get burned. We know how to raise hell. 
Maybe we should raise it more often. No 
more witch hunts! 

<2^tesg£d-he^ > 

— Wild Mary 

Dear Friends, 

While greatly appreciating Karen 
Pickett's personal support for the de- 
fendants and coverage of the AZ 5 trial 
and sentencing, I was equally dismayed 
to read her comment in the Samhain 
edition about "how little they deserve 
to be wasting away in jail." Asifanyone 
deserves such a fate! 

Mark Davis phoned the other day^ 
and observed that of all the spiritual 
journeys he has taken, his time in jail 


'OtjCourse, such expanding herds 
are great for hunters yet remain rotten 
for the herd — in spite of extensive 
hunting, the herd usually remains too 
large to feed sufficiently on its tradi- 
tional territory, and hence, many of its 
members will starve. 

Hunters only add to this woe by 
spooking, harassing, and pursuing deer 
for the many weeks of the season. By the 
end of the hunting season, those deer 
escaping the bullet and arrow often face 
the upcoming winter with their fat re- 
serves severely depleted... a sure death 
sentence for them. 

Even worse, hunters aggravate 
further the starvation situation by 
crippling over a half a million deer 
during each hunting season nation- 
wide. These crippled deer will face a 
slow, lingering death from gangrene 
and starvation during the 
winter. ..uh, oh, I am ranting — I guess 
that you get my point. Shalom. 


Indeed. And it is no less so for any of his 
cellmates. Mark and Peg and Marc and 
Ilse have the distinct advantage over 
most inmates of being literate, edu- 
cated, compassionate and blessed with 
loving friends on the outside. By the 
mere fact of these attributes, their hu- 
mane rapport with other inmates will 
be considerably more than a waste of 
their time and energy. Indeed, some of 
the most wounded humans on the 
planet are those kept in cages. Lending 
an ear, a hug, a postage stamp or a little 
love is yet another small effort to heal 
the wounds afflicting this planet and its 

lifg forms. 

1 Not only this, but having walked 
the walk, these four will always have a 
bit more authority to talk the talk. 
^^Vhich, having had the honor of 


meeting them all, I believe they un- 
doubtedly will continue to do so. One 
need not willingly go to jail to make the 
most of the time spent there. It’s only a 
waste if we let it be. 

If we continue to devalue the ex- 
perience of imprisonment - "wasting 
away in jail" - as a result of acting 
according to our conscience, we will 
only add to the fear that inhibits war- 
riors for the earth from taking actions 
which risk imprisonment or worse. Yet 
without more who are willing to take 
such risks, will the juggernaut ever be 
stopped? 

Sincerely, 

—Jack Cohen-Joppa 


Dear Druids, 

This year (1992) marks the 300th 
anniversary of some really nasty busi- 
ness in Salem, Massachusetts. Long 


Hello People! 

No doubt Marc Davis does not 
belong in prison. If he were a black man, 
no doubt he would follow Malcom X 
instead of Martin Luther King. 

Violence in all its forms is detri- 
to life. While the Chinese gov- 



ernment has denuded Tibetan forests 
and enslaved the Tibetan people, the 

... , 0 exiled leader of Tibet, the Dalai Lama, 

before there was a Jerry Falwell and ayV/ has lead his followers through a doc- 
Moral Majority, America had Cotton Y* trine of compassionate non-violence. 
Mather and his theocratic cronies. In(* For this the Dalai Lama has received the 


1692, if Earth First! had published a few 
papers to honor "the solstices, equi- 
noxes, and cross-quarter days, "things 
would have been hard. Anybody talk- 
ing about "deep ecology" or "Neo-Pa- 
ganism" or "eco-feminism" or anything 
related could have been dragged to 
Gallows Hill. Life in Puritan New En- 
gland was rotten. 

Nowadays, there are still a few 
witch hunters and religious fanatics 
who go snooping around Earth First! 
gatherings in search of "goddess wor- 
ship" evidence and signs of "Satanic 
conspiracies." Keep your eyes on these 


Nobel Peace Prize, and led his country 
in a manner that avoided war, and 
hopefully expedited a solution. ^, ,- ^ 
Buddhist echlogy ls fo walk the 
center, balancing the extremes. In this 
way, dialogue with the extremes can 
take place: through dialogue solutions 
can be found. Saul Alinsky's first rule for 
u radicals is to work with the_system . 

/f ~Marc could (would) probably have 
accomplished more in the following six 
years doing mundane things like talk- 
ing to people, working on mailings, 
being a volunteer, etc than he has ac- 
complished by one act and the 
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draconian penalty. 

Here in Alaska, in the aftermath of 
the Exxon Valdez, instead of blowing 
up the Exxon office (rhetorical ex- 
ample) we created the Green Party. 

The Green Party is our hope for a 
better furture, it is a seed of intellectual 
discourse and viable solutions of sus- 
tainable economies that are ecologi- 
cally sound. People who believe that it 
is possible to go from A to Z in one step, 
through the violence of eliminating all 
the other letters, defeat the end by jus- 
tifying the means. 

If you really get desperate, and 
believe you are pushed to the extreme of 
violence, instead perhaps you should 
move to Alaska and work for positive 
change through the Green Party. We 
could use your help. 

-JED whtttakejlI--- 



Dear Ka-Ka In The Cranium 1 

Add my voice to the multitudes 
who are expressing outrage at Robert 
Marten's "A-Hunting We Will Go" ar- 
ticle printed in the Samhain issue. Al- 
though I have appreciated Robert's 
technical articles in the past, I was of- 
fended to see a technically precise, yet 
strategically and ethically vague treat- 
ment of such a sensitive subject in the 
Journal. 

Don't wildlife have enough hu- 
man-caused problems without encour- 
aging a bunch of well-meaning 
wannabe hunters to go around shoot- 
ing over the animals' shoulders while 
they're eating lunch? I cannot support 
such a tactic. There are more than 
enough overly zealous humans run- 
ning around in the woods making ani- 
mals’ lives miserable for their own 
amusement; let's not add to the prob- 
lem. 

And what about all those vague 
references to killing living animals? 
Was Robert talking about cows and 
sheep, or was he hinting around at 
killing hunters? Killing cows and sheep 
is already a very controversial tactic; 
personally, I think it is misdirected and 
doesn't really help in the long term. As 
long as humans demand meat and wool 
from ranchers, there will be cows and 
sheep tearing up the wilderness. Yet 
Robert's article was vague enough and 

included enough insinuation that 
many folks think he was advocating 
shooting hunters. Now there's a fine 
suggestion to make in the Earth First! 
Journal. Frankly, I've been wondering 
just what the staff was imbibing when 
they decided to run this article 
unedhetTrSbtvTve-get to deal with 
aunch of already fanatical right-wing 
goofies spreading the word that 
Firstl ers are arming thems> 

Next time I'm out on an action in 
Oregon where some half-crazed secu- 
rity guard is pointing a gun in the faces 
of non-violent protesters with their 
necks locked to logging equipment, I'll 
remember you, Robert, and thank you 
for making our job that much more 
dangerous FOR NO GOOD REASON! 
Just one or two sentences making it 
clear exactly what these guns were to be 
used for, and removing the insinua- 
tions of killing hunters, would have 
made it much more difficult for the 
vigilantes to find the excuse they are 
looking for to start blowing away envi- 
ronmentalists. 

I think we really need to address 
the problems raised by the printing of 
this article. And foremost among these 
is the problem of whether or not to draw 
the line, and where to dra w it, for what 
we _print in the JournaL A few more 
^articles like that one, and Earth Firstl 
will become marginalized to the point 
where Jt loses its^public face entirely. Is 
this what we want? 

Perhaps some people want this; 
perhaps Robert Marten is one of them. 
Personally, I think it would weaken the 
movement and severely hinder the 
struggle to protect the Earth, and isn't 
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that what we’re trying to do? .Some- 

f es-F gercbrifused, because u'seeftis 
t we get so caught up in the "more-./ 
ical-than-thou" game that_wfc_lo»ei' 
it of our goaQ ust because I ad vocate 
g orTviolence, doest ha t mean I'm n ot 
rad enough to be anTart b Firstler ? I 
thlnFlH a Ps a bunch of crap. Non- vio- 
lence is a powerful strategy. It requires 


aatience. and I feel as keenly as a nvonej 
rise the urgency of the erolngiral-crisis 
But T also feel strongly that. res orting ti 


Violence is ad mitti ng defeat. 
v If EFlers hadn't been out there 
climbing trees and blocking logging 
roads, in the public eye, I think the fight 
to protect old growth forests would be 
years behind where it is now. It was the 
acts of civil disobedience, and for some, 
the acts of ecotage, that caught the 
minds and hearts of enough people to 
turn the tide. Those people will no 
longer listen if we marginalize ourselves 
by publicly advocating violence against 
life, particularly (anthropocentric as 
most people in this society are) violence 
against humans. It will be useless to 
perform acts of nonviolent direct action 
as Earth Firstl 

Now, this is not my movement, 
nor does it belong to anyone else. No 
one individual or group can dictate the 
direction in which Earth First! goes. But 
if there are other EFlers out there who 
felt alienated by Robert Marten’s article, 
or who disagree with anything else 
you've read in this Journal, sitdowj 
write it dow n and send it in KTve a 
Teeling That there is a large voice for 
fnon-violence o ut there tha t is not being 
jTeard^Let’s come out of the~ closet, 
folks! 

I am not advocating censorship in 
the Journal (the dreaded C-word). But I 
do think that highly controversial ar- 
ticles on sensitive subjects should be 
treated carefully. A "Point-Counter- 
point" format, with opposing view- 
points presented in the same issue, 
would help to communicate to those 
new to EF! that this subject is a con- 
troversial one, and not advocated by all 
EFlers. Editing with the author's per- 
mission can help; a couple of sentences, 
and cutting out insinuations, would 
have done a world of good for Robert 
Marten's article. But only with his 
permission. And a written record of 
feedback from phone calls, letters and 
Rendezvous Journal workshops, kept in 
a prominent place in the Journal office 
and read by incoming staff, would help 
the rotating staff be more accountable 
to people in the movement. I'd like to 
see us use this experience to get some 
positive results, and move on from 
there - there’s lots of work to do. Yours 
from the Big Stump Bioregion, 

— Karen Wood 
Dear SFB, 

I found the summary of the Jour- 
nal workshop at the RRR ("Same Shit for 
Another Year", Mabon issue) to be 
rather an over-simplification of a sub- 
ject that deserves a more detailed re- 
port. I think one of the things we 
haven't perfected is a well-lubricated 
route for input from the movement and 
reaction from Journal staff to that in- 
put, and given the HOT TOPIC status of 
the Journal these days, and given the 
sparse attendance at the RRR, the Jour- 
nal discussions at both the RRR and the 
Northwest Rendezvous were rather key, 
AND rather under-reported. Which 
brings up a disappointment of mine, 
expressed at the RRR workshop, that 
only one representative of the Journal 
collective came to hear input from the 
larger movement at both rendezvous. 

I don't think it's desirable, or even 
realistic to send the comments of that 
many people on such an important 
topic through the filter of one person's 
mind. The issues of how to put out a 
national newspaper representative of a 
part of the environmental movement 
that's (supposed to be) on the cutting 
edge, must (I feel) be an on-going dis- 
cussion involving as many of the play- 
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ers as possible. Recognition of the news- 
paper production being a tough and 
thankless job and hard work notwith- 
standing, I don't think we've achieved 
the kind of perfection in publishing 
that would allow us to rest on our laurels 
even if those laurels were there to sit on. 
This has to be a continuing, active and 
open discussion. 

Okay. Some stuff that came up 
that was left out of the "Same Shit..." 
piece: When the question of criteria for 
the Journal collective came up, Tim B 
ran down the general criteria which 
includes longevity in the movement, 
activism in one's own community and 
computer literacy (big razz). What dis- 
turbed me was that editorial skills and/ 
or graphic skills were not primary, on 

S . My suggestion that - editoriaj ) 
e added as a criteria met with 
ent and leads to a point of a 
Journal discussion I was recently part of 
that involved EFlers from S states: That, 
to produce a quality national newspa- 
per covering activities of a radical, cut- 
ting edge environmental movemen t, it 
behoove s us to seek out our best a nd 
Brightest forihe-jokCs)* We should ALL 
take responsibility for exploring within 
the movement where those talents lie 
and somehow push the embodiments 
of those talents in the direction of the 
newspaper. One’s availability to travel 
to Montana for a month or two are not 
newspaper production skills. We 
should not treat it as such. The question 
of how we achieve consistency and al- 
low for long range (longer than one 
issue) planning came up at the RRR 
workshop and wasn't really answered. 
The question of how to attain and 
maintain consistency within a con- 
stantly revolving collective doesn't 
have easy answers, but bioregional 
editors was one suggestion and a res- 
urrection of some form of Journal ad- 
visory committee was another. (A 
Journal Advisory Committee was 
formed at the '90 RRR as a democratic 
way to deal with controversy and 
problems with the Journal. The Com- 
mittee was in the process of collecting, 
distilling and feeding back input re. the 
newspaper when suddenly the Journal 
staff quit en masse. As we scrambled to 
deal with the upheaval and figure out 
the nitty gritty of how to continue to 
publish a national paper (or not), the 
work of the committee; indeed the com- 
mittee itself, fell by the wayside.) 

Unfortunately, the second meet- 
ing at the RRR to explore ideas for a 
resurrected Journal advisory committee 
was rained out. However, it remains an 
option. Any interest?? Ideas as to 
function /r elation to collectivi 
^hirgj???l |/iink that at the very least thd 
iDEAofsome sort of other group that' 
helps dev elop editorial policy needs to ' 
be revived and developing mis idea; 
would be in everyone]sJnterest/yT6o 
"often theTesponse to criticismof Jour- 
nal content is "Well, if you want to have 
input, come to Montana..." which I feel 
is a bogus response. Many of us, for 
many and varied reasons may not be 
able to do that, but it is no less our 
newspaper if we are Earth First! activists. 
We should encourage our best news- 
paper production talent to go to Mon- 
tana, but it should certainly not be the 
only way to have input into the J ournal. 
A few "detail" suggestions... The page 2 
editorial spot would, I think, be better 
used for cbmmunication about what is 
in the current issue, what is going on at 
the Journal office, what the collective is 
dealing with at the moment, rather 
than some of the inane stuff that has 
been in that space. I would most like to 
see discussion re: what issues are com- 
ing up at the Journal office re: Journal 
content, and comment on the state of 
the debate (i.e., the debate re: the best 
strategy to save the planet), but guest 
editorials would also be appropriate in 
that space. I would also like to see notice 
of who is on the upcoming 
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a little more 
on the current 
from "out 


Journal collective, and 
identifying of who is 
staff. Saying someone is 
there" or "nowhere" may be cute, and 
identifying someone as from the head- 
waters of the Illinois, or Clark rivers or 
Monterey Bay may be bioregionally 
correct (b.c.) but it doesn’t tell us diddly 
squat about that person since there are 
a million Illinois or Clark rivers and I 
want to know WHO is working on the 
paper I am contributing to and de- 
pending on! A covert editorial team is 
not what we need; save that stuff for the 
field. Those are some ideas and sug- 
gestions. We need to continue the 
discussion and when we do, more than 
one or two of the Journal staff nee d to be 
rirtvokvedjl wofrit-enteflnto thecTebate'\ 
about the Hunting article in the Sept. 2 1 
issue because I ’ ve used up my time and 
there are plenty of other contributors to > 
that issue. ..EXCEPT to say that I am \ 
greatly offended by a detailed discus- 
sion of guns and ammunition in our 
newspaper, and I feel that it's what I, 
spent my summer in Arizona doing 
damage control about: I kept telling the 
media — Earth First! has never been 
associated with explosives or weapons 
or violence of any kind (which is TRUE). 

I saw NO .strategic point to that article at 
all and isn't strategy what it’s about 
insofar as this newspaper is concerned? 

Later, — 

— Karen Pickett, Canyon, California 

Dear Horsehocky of the Headbone, 

Douglas C. Taylor (Samhain 1991) 
spews the same verbal effluvia that all 
the "hunting equals conservation" bri- 
gade does. 

Douglas, old son, it's interesting 
that you bring up Ducks Unlimited, as 
for the past several years waterfowl 
numbers have been at their lowest 
numbers/levels due to your buddies at 
D.U. blowing them away. 

'Tis true that there are more game 
animals now. However, Mr. Taylor fails 
to drop the other shoe. Environments 
are "managed" so that game species will 
prosper at the expense of other non- 
target animals; thus they thrive and the 
others do not, creating a literal "bio- 
logical desert", in direct contrast to 
Earth First! 's goal of biological diversity. 

Also, hunters "conserve" only the 
game species for their disgusting 
"sport" (if Douglas had been an Earth 
Firstler, he would know that EF! has 
worked for all, from elephants to eel- 
grass, from great whales to Goodding's 
onion). 

As to Taylor's threat that any "eco- 
logical warrior [who] deliberately in- 
terrupts a hunt that I'm participating in, 

I will personally boot said warrior so 
hard", may I suggest , Mr. Taylor, that 
you gauge the size, strength, skill and 
frame of mind of your ecological war- 
rior? There may be some question of 
just who will boot whom. 

— James Clink 

Dear EFlers, 

When we get a letter of praise from 
a Catholic priest (Niel Voigt, Samhain) 
we'd better be on guard. 

This was from the paid represen- 
tative of one of the environment's most 
destructive institutions; not only with 
huge investments in oil companies, 
chemicals, munitions, etc., but that 
invests directly in real esate develop- 
ments and other destructive adven- 
tures. 

If Niel Voigt wanted to do some- 
thing useful, he'd stop trying to convert 
the Indians with his religious crap and 
get the Vatican out of the Mt. Graham 
Astrophvsical Project. 

- z “x° 
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Dear Earth First! 

Enclosed please find a check for 
$20 to renew my subscription to your 
journal. 

I have some comments, however. 

The article on the plight of the 
Penan and their rainforest homeland 
said very little about the people, and 
said very little about the forest. It said 
very little about why the logging goes 
on, or how the forces in the government 
and economy of Malaysia are affecting 
the deforestation. 

What are the products of the log- 
ging? Can you be more specific? Who 
could us folks here at home put pressure 
on to stop this destruction, thereby 
possibly affecting, in however small 
and immeasurable ways, the outcome 
of this struggle? All I know for instance 
is that Mitsubishi, the auto maker, is 
responsible for much of the logging. I 
have this information from 
Greenpeace, which ran an article on 
this last year. 

I feel like the "action" was an im- 
portant demonstration against this 
leinous logging, but it-s the Penan 
people and their land which is suffering 
most. It is the logging, the land, the 
loggers and the Penan who should be 
the focus of the article. 

For me, these articles are effective 
when I read them, get pissed off, and 
write letters to senators, 
congresspersons, and those responsible 
for managing these lands and corpora- 
tions and governments involved in this 
bloody war. By the time I have written 
the letter, I should have a good basic 
grounding in the situation, (i.e. who the 
players are). Then 1 can start making 
noise. 

I think your articles could facili- 
tate letter writing campaigns much 
better if you made sure to give a concise, 
comprehensive overview of the prob- 
lem, and made sure to include addresses 
for those people responsible so I can 
bitch at them, give them my 29 cents 
worth. 

Permaculturally yours, 

— Brian Higgins 
Dear Shit Fer Brains... 

Dogman! I'm with ya. I got so 
much hair on my ass its like sitting on a 
bear skin mg everywhere I go. 

Keep faith friend, for .f we can’t 
personally bring the demise of modern 
civilization, the next ice age will. 

More power to ya. 

—Sand Stepper 

Dear SFB: 

I've read some excellent articles in 
the journal over the last few years, but 
"The Abstract Wild" by Jack Turner tops 
them all. It was outstanding! On the 
other hand, could you please find an- 
other person to do the book reviews. 
French sounds like a true wimp. There 
wouldn't be an Earth First! if it wasn't 
for D. Foreman's "masculine" tactics 
and attitude. The Frenches of the world 
would still be cruising around in 
Volkswagon buses, wearing long hair, 
thinking feminist and other sociologi- 
cal, anthropocentric thoughts, and 
feeling passive and persecuted. When it 
comes to ecological effectiveness, 
French wouldn't make a pimple on 
Foreman's ass! 

— No- wimp Willy 
Shit continued on next page 
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...Still More 


Dear Computers fer brains, 

I have just received vour card 
sating that I could not work on the 
Journal unless I worked on the com- 
puters. In a phone conversation with a 
collective member, an admitted 
techno-weenie, it was explained to me 
that there is six peoples' worth of 
computering to do and that if one per- 
son did not do any computering, the 
other five would have to pick up the 
slack. 

This seems to me to be a rash, 
narrow-minded and downright unfair 
decision. Get your faces away from the 
tubes and go outside. ..and take a look at 
all those people out there who don't use 
computers. If you can, imagine the 
species that used to live there who 
didn't use computers. Are you going to 
tell them that they have to compute? 
What about all the people in EF!?...the 
artists/musicians, the tree climbers, the 
bulldozer fodder, the banner siingers, 
the speakers, the luddites, the children, 
the cooks/brewers, the kachinas, the 
wolfs, frogs, dancing nudi branches, 
bears, stumpfrogs, RATs, skunks, dogs, 
sequoias and sages that, if they don't 
compute, THEY CANT BE A MEMBER 
OF THE DEFACTO OFFICIAL EARTH 
FIRST! "collective of voices!?” 

I have a real problem with this. 
The Journal belongs to us, the move- 
ment, and as a movement for eco/socio 
change let's be progressive. By your 
figures, one less computerer would in- 
crease the surviving fives’ fingerload 
20% each. This can be compensated 
through work exchange or barter. 

The point I’m trying to make is 
that the Journal staff mns the EF! "of- 
fice” which is the day-to-day mainte- 
nance of the Journal, and to some de- 
gree, the movement itself. All kinds of 
work are required for this. AND 
MOVEMENT DECISIONS ARE MADE. 
For example: who's going to be on the 
Journal Board of Directors, what letters, 
articles and art (opinions) are printed, 
whose blank wall gets used, merchan- 
dise selection, Journal ad placement 
and, of course, who gets to be in the 
collective. 

These duties need to be shared by 
the movement regardless of techno- 
addictions. 

I'm not asking my future collec- 
tive buddies to slave away and min their 
eyes while I lounge about. I realize 
putting out the Journal is hard work. 
Use me. 

And to the readers of this rag, I'm 
not asking you to accept a less than 
state-of-the-art Journal. I'm not asking 
you to smash all their (our) computers 
(yet). However, some hate mail, late 
night calls or pickets might be appro- 
priate. Maybe even a boycott. 

Luv, yer friend, 

— Gim 

Editorial response: 

At the October 30 journal staff 
meeting, the collective discussed, among 
other topics, how to deal with such issues 
which will inevitably occur in the future. 
The consensus was to create a "special 
conditions" (read deadbeat) position to be 
filled at the discretion of the editorial staff. 
This position would be available to those 
who choose not to deal with computers, 
those who can only come for the last two or 
three weeks of editorship, or those working 
in other areas linked only by computer. We 
must admit, however, that full-term 
techno-weenie editors are preferred. Our 
friend Gim has been offered the deadbeat 
position for an upcoming issue. 

Dear SpB: 

Another letter (in the Samhain is- 
sue) extolling the virtues of hunting 
with the same old tiresome WRONG 
rationale. How many times do these 
transparent arguments have to be shot 
down (excuse the expression) before 
the deathmongers give up, or at least 
come up with new and less obviously 
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fallacious reasoning? 

Yes, from a certain perspective, 
hunters are the “environmentalists' 
friends." But that perspective is the 
prevailing mentality that believes un- 
less something can be exploited for 
selfish, whining humanity, it isn't 
worth preserving. As a former em- 
ployee of the Forest Service, I saw with 
crystal clarity what their priorities were. 
Grazing, deforestation, mining, and 
wildlife murder. Since wildlife can’t live 
on a strip-mined planet, one of the 
"many abuses" the Freddies are infa- 
mous for — hunting — was endangered 
by others. So, to be fair to its manage- 
ment policy of balancing abuses, a little 
semi-wild land is left, in order for 
wildlife to have a place to be murdered. 
Groups like Ducks Unlimited may have 
been instrumental in saving wetlands, 
but they have a sick and twisted motive 
for environmental preservation. 

Since the only criterion for pre- 
serving wilderness in the minds of the 
Forest Service, Ducks Unlimited, and 
their ilk is its exploitive value, I used to 
, be concerned that if one evil (hunting) 
was abolished, it would lead to a greater 
•evil (no wilderness). But allowing these 
thugs to claim to be environmentalists 
in return for some acreage to be used by 
them as a massacre site is plea bargain- 
ing that makes a mockery of the cry "No 
Compromise!" I believe if humans ever 
reach the level of consciousness needed 
to ban hunting, they will have also 
reached the conclusion that wild land is 
worth preserving for its own sake. 

No, I do not like this particular 
special interest group's motives at all. 
Contempt for life on a small scale is 
indicative of an insensitive attitude to- 
ward nature on a large scale, too. In his 
book, Inhumane Society, Dr. Michael 
Fox states: "The abusive treatment of 
animals is no different from the abusive 
treatment of nature: both are symptoms 
of a lack of reverence for the sanctity 
and dignity of the life of the individual 
and of life as a whole." 

Yes, there are more deer than at 
the turn of the century. This is because 
the herds are manipulated and "man- 
aged” at the expense of biological diver- 
sity and healthy habitats. It is because 
fish and "game" departments burn, 
bulldoze, and chemically defoliate 
hundreds of thousands of acres of 
public lands every year to promote 
"game" animal habitats. It is because 
the artificial reduction of herds and 
alteration of the sex ratio stimulates 
reproduction and causes more fawns to 
be bom after a fall hunt than in a non- 
hunted area. It is because natural 
predators have been eliminated. Due to 
this last factor, the old, weak, and sick 
are no longer the first to be culled, in 
favor of the biggest bucks. This degen- 
eration of the gene pool is apparent in 
Pennsylvania (the state with the most 
hunters) where the deer are substan- 
tially smaller and weaker than they 
were a century ago. 

In a bizarre convolution of rea- 
soning, after artificially increasing the 
population, hunters claim the deer are 
overpopulated and if they didn't shoot 
them, they'd starve! Shooting is, after 
all, more humane than starving, right? 
Right — if instantaneous death is the 
result of every shot. But it has been 
established that for every animal killed 
and recovered, at least two are wounded 
but escape, only to die later of blood 
loss, infection, or severe injury — or are 
disabled for life. 

Now is hunting or not hunting 
more humane? More environmentally 
sound? Better for the gene pool and 
diversity of the species? 

But let’s assume for a moment that 
the starvation argument is valid and use 
that scenario as one more look into the 
motives of these "allies” of ours. Sup- 
pose the successful reintroduction of 
wolves, grizzlies, and mountain lions 


comes to pass. Now picture these camo- 
clad killers throwing away their guns, 
wiping their brows with relief, and 
saying, "Whew! Thank goodness! Now 
I don't have the responsibility of a good 
environmentalist to save those poor 
deer from starvation every winter." 
Right. 

With all the havoc and harm we as 
a species, in our massive arrogance, 
have inflicted on this planet — some- 
times inadvertently with the best in- 
tentions, more often from greedy self- 
serving interests — when are we going to 
finally learn to leave it alone, leave it 
alone, leave it ALONE! 

—Joanne Cockerill 

Dear EFIers Everywhere, 

An article about FBI agent Mike 
Fain and the infiltration of the Arizona 
EF! was published under my byline in 
the Sept. 1989 issue of Spin magazine, 
and has remained an ugly scar upon my 
reputation inside the EF! movement 
ever since. This letter of explanation, 
apology, and rectification is long over- 
due. 

I was one of several Spin corre- 
spondents laid off in September '91 (I 
was former West Coast Editor), and 
welcome the opportunity to quit chas- 
ing Axl Rose around Hollywood and 
return to writing on environmental is- 
sues and direct action. No doubt I will 
meet many of you while researching 
'•news stories on action sties, and I would 
rather you know the straight story on 
my AZS article. 

The article, entitled "Razing Ari- 
zona," was intended to chronicle the 
first known FBI infiltration of the en- 
vironmental movement. Both the title 
and the cover line, "FBI Nabs Eco-Out- 
laws,” give the impression that the 
magazine perceived EF! as criminals. 
This was never my intention. Cover 
lines and titles in national magazines 
almost always spring from the minds of 
editors and publishers, and reflect their 
particular biases. That was certainly the 
case with "Razing Arizona." Both dur- 
ing and after writing this piece, I have 
considered FBI counterintelligence ac- 
tivity infinitely more threatening to all 
US citizens than any amount of 
monkeywrenching could ever be. I 
thought that was clear in the article, 
though others have told me they didn't 
think so. 

The ambiguity on this point, 
however, is greatly overshadowed by 
the inaccuracy of the material reported 
in the article. The lead contains a short 
burst of dialogue amongst Mark Davis, 
Peg Millet, Marc Baker and the incred- 
ible disappearing "Mike Tait" (Mike 
Fain), supposedly from just before Davis 
began to cut the powerlines and the 
arrest occurred. 

The seven lines of dialogue were 
fabricated, at the request of an editor, 
primarily based on comments and at- 
titudes conveyed to me by Mark Davis 
druing jail interviews in Phoenix. This 
editor no longer works for Spin and it 
would be counterproductive to name 
her/him. I was to write the dialogue into 
the so-called "crime"scenario with the 
understanding that the completed lead 
would then be cut down, for space, and 
the dialogue either labelled as hypo- 
thetical or removed. In fact, neither 
happened. I would never agree to print 
fabricated dialogue. This is a rule even 
novice journalists (which I was at the 
time) understand well: the quote is sa- 
cred. The piece was never edited after 
my revisions, never fact-checked, never 
went through legal edit, and what was 
supposed to be a working draft was on 
its way to the printer the next day. I 
never saw the final draft. 

This fuck-up has remained an 
embarrass ement to both me and the 
article's editor ever since. Every pro 
journalist gets knocked on her/his ass 
sometime in their career, humiliated 
into maintaining a manic degree of ac- 
curacy and control from that moment 
forward. That AZ 5 piece made me old 


overnight. My naivete and trust cor- 
roded as the complaints came in from 
Tucson in Fall of '89. I sincerely wish 
that this foul hadn't damanged Earth 
First! in any way. I have since come to 
know many EFIers and their strategy 
through Redwood Summer, offered 
support in the press where appropriate 
and/or possible, and have struggled to 
develop a working relationship with 
your movement again. 

I must respond, however, to those 
EFIers, lawyers and activists who at- 
tacked me for assuming in the article 
that Mark Davis had, in fact, cut the 
high-tension tower as charged by the 
FBI: I do understand that the crime was 
alleged. But the entire scenario in the 
desert was described to me, on a tape 
recorder, by Mark Davis in June '89 in 
the Maricopa County jail. This was be- 
fore he had a lawyer to look after him, 
and I literally had to keep turning off 
the recorder and advise him not to re- 
veal incriminating details to me. Most 
reporters would call me a fool for not 
letting him spill the entire story, but I 
was confused by his lack of caution or 
fear. 

I offer the entire EF! movement an 
apology. Misreporting, even when not 
malicious, is damaging. 

You will continue to see my byline 
in San Francisco newspapers and na- 
tional magazines, and I ask only for 
your cooperation in delivering straight, 
accurate reporting and stories in the 
future. 

For All That is Wild, 

— Dean Kuipers 


Editor: 

RE: Slow Boat to Trouble, Trip Gabriel, 9/ 
91 Outside 

Like a cocktail waitress trying to 
catch a 2:30 cab, I believe it only took 5 
minutes for Mr. Gabriel to pack. It took 
a lot longer, and much more heart for 
Paul Watson and his volunteer crew to 
pull the ship back together, and go on to 
successfully enforce the laws meant to 
protect the North Pacific against 
driftnetters. Captain Watson’s record 
speaks for itself, of commitment that 
our children will be grateful for. 

That Trip Gabriel would come 
back and write a pissy article, saturated 
with out-of-context gossip, skewed by 
shallow perception, is just cowardly, 
good people worked around the clock at 
jobs that you couldn't pay anyone to 
do, overcoming insurmountable ob- 
stacles under dreary conditions. Trip 
was miffed because the "cruise" didn't 
leave on time. Incredible. 

As for the crew "...(knowing) 
nothing about the environment, and 
less about life at sea...”, you've notably 
forgotten about Myra; the petite veg- 
etarian powerhouse whose incredible 
strength of spirit filled an otherwise 
hot, diesel-soaked engine room, fifteen 
hours at a stretch. She's got a degree in 
marine biology, and is a veteran of the 
war to save the wolves in British Co- 
lumbia, where she parachuted onto a 
frozen lake in sub-zero temperatures to 
block government eradication efforts — 
and succeeded. Was the information I 
gave you about the relationships be- 
tween destruction of Hawaii's 
rainforest, by geothermal energy de- 
velopment, a 500 megawatt undersea 
cable, and its effects on sharks, hump- 
back whales, dolphins, and the marine 
ecosystem, so forgettable, or didn't you 
understand it? 

Your flaccid derision of Sea Shep- 
herd may hold its water between the 
resin-coated, unrecyclable covers of 
Outside, but Gabriel and the editors had 
best take responsibility for what they 
publish, the fight to save the Water 
Planet is not furthered by such trash. 
— Paul J. von Hartmann, Sea Shepherd 
Volunteer 

Director, Progressive Economic Alliance 
Cultivating Energy (PEACE) 



EFI Journal 

Here's a few ideas I'd like to share. 

There are thousands of public ac- 
cess radio and TV stations in this coun- 
try. Get your facts together, do some 
strategic advertising when you'll be on, 
then get on the air and get the wilder- 
ness message out. You don't even have 
to do much talking on a radio station, 
our musical brothers and sisters have 
given us hours of informational enter- 
tainment already. 

Next: Large environmental 

groups should know why we won't send 
them any money. I've begun writing to 
them to request that they support HR 
1969 (the biodiversity bill), S 1536 (the 
ecosystem conservation act), and the 
strongest ancient forest bill that is pre- 
sented. Then and only then will I con- 
sider sending any money. I have also 
been suggesting that they address the 
United Nations, petitioning it to en- 
force its own provisions regarding the 
rights of all species on earth. (Ref. Deep 
Ecology by Bill Devall and George Ses- 
sions.) 

Anybody else wonder why if Dou- 
glas Wilder can mn for pres, having 
raised only 240 thousand dollars after 
six weeks we don't have a wilderness 
candidate? 

The final thing I'd like to say is in 
regard to the openess of our letters to 
the editor. While all ideas presented 
should be open to improvement, revi- 
sion or rejection, it occurs to me that 
this avenue of expression is probably 
the easiest and cheapest way to divide 
us. If this is true, perhaps the column 
should reflect some words of caution to 
this effect on a regular basis. 

Don’t give up the ship, 

— The W.V. Wanderer 


Dear Earth First! 

Dave Foreman's 11th hour de- 
nunciation and disavowal of Earth First! 
(evidently a prosecution conversion), 
his capitulation to FBI and federal 
prosecutors in accepting a plea bargain 
which effectively dictates what view s he 
can express by conditioning his de- 
ferred sentencing in five years on his 
"good behavior" in the interim, and, as 
reported by the Tucson Citizen newspa- 
per, his new avowal to "work with ‘more 
mainstream' groups such as the Sierra 
Club and the Nature Conservancy" 
(conservative rear-guard environmen- 
tal bueaucracies), all render him mute 
and ineffectual figure crying in, and not 
of, the wilderness. 

I was a longtime enthusiast of 
Dave Foreman's visionary view of recre- 
ating vast wildernesss areas in North 
America (and elsewhere). As former 
tribal elder of Earth First! these views 
were articulated through publication, 
under his former editorship in Earth 
First! Journal of groundbreaking assess- 
ments of biodiversity, species preserva- 
tion, habitat corridors, etc., and analy- 
sis and adoption of a range of tactics and 
techniques to achieve these ends. In 
response to the Arizona 5 FBI arrests I 
dug deep to support the defense of Earth 
First! as an institution and of these indi- 
viduals as well as to provide equal sup- 
port to action groups for continued 
opera tions. 

Dave Foreman as we knew hirti is\ 
i gone; I fe el betrayed by the "new" Dave 
^Foreman.j New leaders of the visionary/ 
environmental, conservation biolog 
movement must be identified, Dpve . 
Foremean's environmental comeback 
attempt with his new journal ^notwith- 
standing. 

Sincerely, 

— Warren A 





Yo Shithead! 

This is a response to Mr. Irv 
Anders' letter in Mabon 1991. Prepare 
for reactionary drivel: Wow! No shit? 
You think there's too many fuckin’ 
people on the planet? You mean if we 
just decrease the number of species of 
"Man," we'll have a cozy utopia? Mr. 
Anders, right now, pissing on a raging 
house fire, etc. has been alot more re- 
warding than telling some pro-life 
maggot not to have kids. "Pressures 
must be applied continually to make 
sure that all nations take immediate 
steps to quell the human explosion." 
It's easy to write in a letter to the editor. 
Who's gonna apply these pressures? 
The use of the word "nations" implies 
that some political unit will take the 
lead on this issue. For some reason (call 
me a nay-sayer) I don't have much faith 
in our government reversing all its 
policies right now, unless you could 
show there’s some immediate profit in 
population reduction. What kind of 
pressures? The kind the US "applied" in 
the Gulf recently? What steps? Changp 
people's obsession with religion fvir - 
tually all organized religions are the 
root of why it's so difficult to reduce our 
numb^K- And where there's religion, 
there's money. God and cash (one and 
the same for many people). I know I'm 
probably being overly critical here, and 
basically your assessments are right on. 
But you can't write off people's coura- 
geous efforts as "futile" because they're 
not aimed directly at the obvious cause. 
I'm sure many folks would admit they’d 
rather put a bullet in Jesse Helms' pee- 
brain than spike one tree, if they could 
get away with it. Too drastic and messy, 
right? Okay, we'll just re-educate every- 
body. Convince 5 billion people to 
change their ideas about family, propa- 
gation, natural resources, God, 
lifestyles, blah, blah, blah. Through 
political, international pressure. Not! 

Your whole characterization of 
Native American sustenance is typical 
and offensive. To categorize the survival 
efforts of indigenous populations with 
the post-industrial revolution gouging 
of wild areas for profit and power is 
ludicrous. A certain level of harmony 
was achieved between exploiter and 
environment. This was not "spoiling 
the environment," but nothing more 
than the food chain in natural, working 
order. 

Early on in your letter you say you 
have a bsolution, within the sc op e of thi 
lavy/As far as I'm concerned, any solu- 
tion that respects our current judicial 
system is worthless because these laws 
are set up to protect the status q i 
uftfiermore, I had trouble seeing any 
solution offered. All I saw was a state- 
ment of the problem, and run-at-the- 
mouth general blabbering about popu- 
lation reduction. No action offered. Fi- 
nally, if your solution even allows for 
any oil spills, any old-growth cut, it’s 
unacceptable. Christ, I'm starting to 
sound like every other critic that has 
nothing to do but analyze people's ef- 
forts. Sorry to take up so much space 
stating the obvious. 

Yo, it's an eco-centric thang so 
you gots to understand! , 

-T-Bone Vr, 

To the Editor: 

As a follower of Ea rth Firs t, it is 
distrubing to know that some environ- 
mentalists find "fault; with the animal 
rig hts cause. Environmentalists are 
concerned with deep ecology which is 
the relationship betwen organisms and 
their environments, both animate and 
inanimate. According to this defini- 
tion, animals are part of the environ- 
ment as the plants and animals sustain 
the world. 

It has been said that animal rights 
are human controlled. Animal activists 
have been accused of applying ethics 
not in a natural world but in a moral 
world. Are not all living things part of 
the natural world? Are not tree-savers 
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applying morals when they are con- 
cerned with the preservation of trees? 
One who refrains from using a live 
Christmas tree is just as moral as one 
who is a vegetarian. This so-called hu- 
man control is the recognition of mor- 
als which is related to the character of 
the human mind. 

Dave Foreman is a nature philoso- 
pher who defines nature in the most 
elegant way. He states that deep ecol- 
ogy is concerned with innumerable in- 
dividuals interacting in a variety of 
ways. Are not animals included in the 
interraction of nature? Foreman's phi- 
losophy is that suffering and death is 
inherent in nature and death is not evil. 
He states that the animal rights activists 
who want to eliminate pain and suf- 
fering are anti-death. It is true that there 
is much pain and suffering inherent in 
nature and death is a part of it. However, 
aj actiyjstsjire aga inst t he pain andj 


suff ering which are not due to nature; 1 


butare caus ed by h uma n greed. When a 
logger cuts down a tree do the envi- 
ronmentalists blame it on nature? In 
fact, they go to extremes to save the 
aged redwoods from destruction while 
many young, healthy animals die an 
early death. 

Most animal activists are nature 
lovers and extend their concern for 
rivers, mountains and plants. They are 
against destruction of inanimate life as 
well as animal life in spite of the fact 
that as far as we know, cut-down trees 
do not feel pain as animals do. 

Earth First has embarked on an 
awesome mission in their fight to pre- 
serve the wilderness for future genera- 
tions. It is heartening to read of their 
concern for wolves, sharks and other 
wildlife. A true biocentric is concerned 
with all living things. Many animal ad- 
vocates are distrubed upon seeing a cut 
down tree, myself being one. On the 
other hand, there are many environ- 
mentalists who would save an animal in 
distress. Activists cannot be at all fronts 
at all times. We animal activists applaud 
you wonderous forest savers who de- 
serve the greatest glory of our lives. 
However, it would be very comforting 
to know that the environemtnalists 
extend their hand in our plight ±o 
eliminate animal pain and suffering^! 
would like to point out that although 
the environmen ts] jstc mnrwmH 

need for help because they are 


Dear Tofu Between the Ears, 

I love all you motley eco-freaks 
more than ever, but who's overseeing 
the Bernie Mooshkin, social liberal 
agenda? Someone has to be in charge; 
surely we didn't decide this by consen- 
sus. Don't get me wrong — we need to 
address sexual harassment, courtship 
rituals, and racism, and to prevent 
friction in the tribe from dismpting 
actions. But at the kinder, gentler ren- 
dezvous this past Summer, the partici- 
pants in the men's and women's cau- 
cuses sounded like they wanted to in- 
vent a compromise between the penis 
and the vagina and all obtain one. No 
compromise in defense of your 
anatomy! 

Despite our best liberal intentions, 
EF! is not a sanctuary for the meek (to 
those who are already waving their pens 
in the air, I know that trees and mice are 
meek, but kindly notice that they are 
not planning actions). Fostering fragil- 
ity and whininess is self-defeating. If 
you need special help, please contact a 
support group outside the movement 
(and remember to vote Democratic in 
order to save our social services). 

I am not an exclusionist; 1 like 
expanding on sanity. In fact, I grudg- 
ingly welcome curious locals and pro- 
vocateurs into camp because it is an 
excellent source of deprogramming for 
them. However, I do not believe that 
Earth First! should recruit, per se. We 
must not skim for public approval. We 
are not the chiselers of our own media 
image. We must set an uncompromis- 
ing example and dare others to follow. 
Recruitment means providing a hub for 
all those who are already EFSers to locate 
themselves. Tell all the sniveling, p ansy 
li beral, college brat wannabees tcT go 
suck on some Morrissey or Cure candy if 
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used as a means to an end-- - 
— Nature Fien 

Dear Shit forBrains:^. 

Regarding the Arizona trial news 
(Lughnasada 1991); sad, but unfortu- 
nately not surprising that in a time of 
nationwide budget problems a per- 
verted drug freak would be paid $54,000 
by a fuckin' bunch of idiots. Again, the 
bureaucrats have demonstrated the 
subversive flex of muscle to support 
corporate assholes (i.e. Maxxam and 
subs), and lyin' coward bureaucrats like 
Jim Nielsen. 

The logic of the prosecution 
against the Arizona Five appears weak. 
The precedence of a conviction against 
Dave Foreman would appear to also 
implicate other authors (including fic- 
tion?) whenever the overwhelming 
bureaucratic need to harass occurs. 
Along this logic would the military be 
responsible if a pissed off vet uses tac- 
tical training for anti-social acts? 

One reader had recommended the 
ultrasonic projector for use during hunt 
sabs. I assembled the 120 db kit from 
Information Unlimited and appears to 
work well: Personally can't vouch for 
the effective amplitude at distance for a 
particular species. The key for effective 
use would appear to be maintaining a 
highly directional unit. However, the 
test trigger reduces the frequency ap- 
proximately 5 times, and the audible 
frequency generated would appear to be 
effective in alerting just about anything 
with some degree of hearing. 

— Roger Rampant 


It does not hurt my feelings that 
Earth First! is unpopular; I am very 
comfortable with the arrangement. 
Remaining true to our Luddite heritage 
creates a perfect self-screening applica- 
tion process. Those who are not serious 
warriors will not come sniffing around 
monkeywrenching (at least in theory) 
will not jeopardize their reputations by 
affiliating with a terra-ist ^organiza- 
tion. " Re lax themessage , and watch the 
ninnies and twits come p ouring in. 
They will become part of the decision 1 
making process (viva consensus!), anc 
Gradually co-opt the mov e); 

With the rest of the country 
i(world) falling into silent unison be- 
/hind King George and the Imperial 
forces, I cherish a bit of controversy and 
dissent in Earth First! We are similar 
enough; we don't need to be any cozier. 
Otherwise, the movement will take on 
the attributes of a cult, and I will puke 
and resign. But like 1 say, I love all you 
hairy smooth nuts with tofu and veni- 
son on your tongues alike. 

— Grant M Fellatio 
Dear Editor, 

I was appalled by the article on 
"Shooting Cows: a Novel Idea" by A. 
Nony Moose. It harks back to earlier 
unfortunate pieces in your newspaper 
by Ms. Ann Throp. 

I really thought that the radical 
work of Judy Bari et al pointed toward a 
new direction for Earth First! It seems 
clear that there are still unenlightened 
members in your organization who 
prioritize life based on their own an- 
thropocentric construction of reality. 

Anyone capable of exterminating 
cows to save the environment is just as 
capable of advocating the extermina- 
tion of other peoples to solve over- 
population problems. I seriously ques- 
tion this person's love and respect for 
the environment since nature most as- 
suredly includes human and 
nonhuman animals. 

To dualistically pit living, sentient 
beings against the environment is the 
epitome of patriarchal thinking. Get a 
consciousness alreadylSi 
— Cathleen McGuire, ^Ecofeminist VisiSn 
Emerging (EVE) 
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Amex Update 

Semi-big news: American Ex- 
press has acquired Balcor's assets, 
and is trying to liquidate them. 
What this means in English is that 
the time is ever-ripe to protect the 
East Fork Vnalley! 

Yes, it's time to increase the 
pressure on American Express to 
"do the right thing." Now is the 
time to insist that Amex purchase 
the remaining two thirds interest in 
the "East Fork Joint Venture" and 
donate it to the Trust for Public 
Lands, Nature Conservancy, etc. 

The corporation is trying to 
destroy the wildest place in Colo- 
rado by building a huge ski resort. 
Oh, woe, what can be done? 

Cut up your card and send it to 
our pal, Mr. James D Robinson, III. 
He's the top dog at American Ex- 
press. Write him at American Ex- 
press Tower C, New York, NY 10285 
Along with the card, send him your 
sentiments. 

"But, gosh, I don't have an 
AMEX card!" you cry. So get one. 
Cut it up after they bill you. Also, 
once you cut it up, the dopes in- 
variable send a form letter, "Just 
sign here if you change your mind." 
So sign. The record is eight cards cut 
up, and counting. 

Other ideas? How about a little 
action at AMEX offices. ..they're 
worldwide! Or give the "World 
Hotline" a call. The number is 1- 
800-528-4800. The operators are 
friendly, though not incredibly in- 
formed. Talk to them, and keep 
calling! 

Almost all stores carry AMEX 
applications. Postage-paid, they're 
excellent ways of sending your 
message to the coporation, and 
costing them just a little more grief. 
Stamping them with appropriate 
messages makes your job easier. 

Get some "De-Business" cards. 
They're wallet-sized, so you can 
hand them out to anyone that you 
come across who's less-informed. 
On one side is info about the boy- 
cott; on the other, the AMEX logo, 
slightly altered. This logo is also 
available on stickers. Order some 
today! Place them wherever you see 
the AMEX sign. 

How about getting merchants 
to join the boycott? Just ask for a 
merchant boycott packet, and ye 
shall receive! Make your town 
"AMEX Free." All of this stuff can be 
ordered from Colorado EF! POB 
1166 Boulder, CO 80306 for FREE, 
though donations are quite nice ( a 
fubber stamp costs about $7, for 
instance.) 

Are you a student? Do you 
"table" for environemntal causes? 
Add info about AMEX East Fork to 
your outreach materials. The com- 
pany loves to target the student 
market. ..target the company back! 

Help to protect Colorado by 
helping to get AMEX out of our wild 
backyard. The company is trying to 
bail out by selling its portion of the 
venture... we want wilderness, not 
new investors!! Send for your 
"packet-o- stuff" from Colorado EF!, 
call AMEX, make a difference! 
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Trashed! 



Enough 







3 Already!!! 

) DEC Still Poisons Pond 


Sabotage of logging equip- 
ment has temporarily halted the 
destruction of 120 acres of forest in 
the Siskiyou Mountains of south- 
western Oregon. 

"It was just total devastation," 
said Monte Walker, referring to the 
sabotage, not the logging. Walker 
runs the forest roadbuilding corpo- 
ration Monte Walker Inc. of 

Medford, Oregon; — — — 

An estimated $50,000 in dam- 
age to three loading trucks, a bull- 
dozer and a road grader has delayed 
the completion of a helicopter 
landing pad in the Applegate Val- 
ley. _____ 

"Ifwas sickening to see when - 
we pulled up Tuesday morning," 
(Nov. 19) Walker said. 

Just north of the Red Butte 
Wilderness, this ecosystem has 
been continually exploited by tim- 
ber companies, mining operations, 
cattle grazing and big game hunt- 
ing. The region, once inhabited by 
Daukupatit peoples, now supports 
populations of blacktail deer, black 
bear, mountain lion, bobcat, 
pileated woodpeckers and other 
native life from the Rouge River 
Basin. 

The vandals drew an insignia 
with grease on the side of one dump 
truck, either a fist or an owl in a 
circle. No one has accepted re- 
sponsibility for the action and au- 
thorities have no leads in the case. 

Boise-Cascade's southwestern 
division said economic concerns 
might delay the logging near 
Carberry Creek. Aerial logging was 
scheduled to begin on November 
18th, but as of December 1st, the 
trees were still standing. 

"We got a higher price than we 
had anticipated, so we're rethink- 
ing our position," said Russ 
McKinley, timberlands manager for 
Boise Cascade. 

Allegheny 

Appeals action 

The Allegheny National Forest 
in northwestern Pennsylvania has 
been swamped with eight timber 
sale appeals in the last month. In 
addition, PAW is filing a lawsuit 
which would require Pennzoil to 
prepare an Environmental Impact 
Statement for the 700 oil wells that 
they plan to drill in the forest. 

The Allegheny National Forest 
is one of the most abused pieces of 
public land in the country. With its 
100,000 oil wells, thousands of 
miles of roads, and a way too-high 
timber target, the Allegheny is easy 
pickens for the champions of mul- 
tiple abuse. 

To date, two timber sales have 
been stopped, and the other six are 
still being decided. Also, Con- 
gressman Peter Kostmayer (D-PA) 
has gotten in on the action by 
telling forest supervisor David 
Wright that his forest is in piss-poor 
ecological shape, and changes had 
better happen soon. 

— Source: Butterfly and Caribou 


Samhain Salmon arrived 
bleary-eyed to the Department of 
Environmental Conservation, head- 
quartered in Albany, NY on land 
that used to be Pine Barrens, bull- 
dozed for malls and offices, and re- 
named Wolf Road (thought to be 
extinct in NY since late 1918). 

Our intention was to demon- 
strate our opposition to the slaugh- 
ter of indigenous aquatic species of 
the Adirondack bioregion. Upon 
arrival, Samhain directed the activ- 
ists to the second floor in order to 
throw off the SBI (Salmon Bureau of 
Investigation). Once we were sure 
we lost our tail, we continued our 
journey to the sixth floor. The ex- 
ecutive office of DEC was our target. 
Upon arrival, Samhain immediately 
tied a banner to the track lighting 
which read, "We stand for what we 
stand on. ..Earth First!". As Samhain 
stood on the chair, he declared to the 
surprised office workers, "Pond rec- 
lamation is tyranny!" 

With the current plight of am- 
phibians experiencing decline and 
acid-depositing industrial waste 
sterilizing aquatic ecosystems, it is a 
travesty that this public agent is ex- 
terminating natives in favor of 
mono-culture hatchery raised 
yuppie brain-dead trout into an oth- 
erwise intact ecosystem. Samhain 
declared that we had intended to 
dump the dead victims on the 
commissioners head, but we have 
been informed that DEC will change 
its priority to protecting biodiversity 
and self-sustaining native popula- 
tions. 

So, we refrained this time, but if 
any more transgressions occurred, 
we will return! Samhain then gave 
the victims of Dry Pond and Mt. 
Pond to the public relations person, 
instructing her to deliver these rela- 
tives to the Commissioner with a 
warning that, unless this practice 
was abandoned, the spirit of our 
dead relatives would hunt their 
souls. 

— Snaggletooth 

Cheoah Bal 



Spiked 


The Grassy Gap-Wesser timber 
sale near Cheoah Bald in the 
southern Appalachain Mountains 
fias been spiked. After spiking more 
than 200 trees, the traditional 
anonymous note of cut-out news- 
print letters was sent to the Cheoah 
District Ranger. i \ 

The Forest Service intends toV 
go on with the sales as planned. 
They are now going to cut all spiked 
trees, whether they were part of the 
sale or not, including trees they 
themselves classify as den trees that 
are vital to wildlife because, "A 
spiked tree is like a time bomb." 
They make much of the possible 
dangers to loggers, ignoring the fact 
that if the trees were left alone, there 
would not be even a remote possi- 
bility of injury. The Cheoah Bald 
area is scheduled for slaughter next 
year. 

— Source: Asheville Citizen Times 
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Bison Slaughter 
Continues 


The annual slaughter has be- 
gun on the borders of Yellowstone 
National Park. After two relatively 
"slow" years in which less than ten 
bison were killed each winter, 1991 
is shaping up to be a repeat of the 
massacre of 1989, when the gov- 
ernment sanctioned and oversaw 
the killing of 569 bison. There have 
been 1 5 killed as of the first week of 
December, 1991. 

When the first bison was shot 
in West Yellowstone, Missoula and 
Bozeman activists met to discuss 
the option of putting hunt sabo- 
teurs in the area, as was done last 
year. While they were meeting, 
three more were shot in North 
Yellowstone. Now we're operating 
on two fronts. Seven of us went to 
the Northern Entrance for recon, 
saw that there were more bison 
right near the border, and decided 
to leave two activists camping 
there to monitor the situation and 
contact others if shooting started. 
Meanwhile, three more were shot 
in West Yellowstone. Can't seem to 
be in the right place at the right 
time. 

Over Thanksgiving weekend, 
eight more bison were killed in 
North Yellowstone on the 28,000 
acre Royal Teton Ranch, owned by 
the Church of the Universal and 
Triumphant. These are the same 
apocalypse-preaching loonies that 
earlier this -year released 31,000 
gallons of gasoline into the 
Yellowstone River while trying to 
prepare for the end of the world. All 
11 bison shot on the northern 
border were in response to com- 
plaints filed by the ranching 
Church. 

So far this year Fish, Wildlife 
and Parks are shooting only in re- 
sponse to complaints by private 
land owners and are ignoring bison 
on public land outside the park, or 
hazing them back in with horses. 

The bison population in the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem is 
on the upswing. There are now 
3500, up from an all-time low of 
400 in the earlier part of this cen- 
tury. They are moving beyond the 
artificial borders of the park to re- 
claim their native range, and are 
butting up against the system of 
private land ownership and in 
particular the livestock industry 
that has usurped so much of the 
area. The county veterinarian was 
quoted in the Bozeman Chronicle 
as saying that up to 600 may have 
to be shot this year. Park officials 
htfVe announced that 200 bison are 
a viable population and they will 
shoot until there are that few left, if 
necessary. 

A representative from CUT 
accused the radical environmental 
movement of not offering any so- 
lutions for the problem. We told 
him our solution: the end of the 
livestock industry and the 
reintroduction of bison to their 
native range. If you haven't 
stopped eating beef yet here is one 
more reason to stop now. 

— Source-Wild Rockies EF! 



Hiking the Greater Yellowstone 


By Alaina Lammer 

On one of the mountain ridges that divide 
Yellowstone National Park and the North 
Absaroka Wilderness in Wyoming, we are hiding 
under krummholz that protects us, perhaps more 
psychologically than physically, from the storm 
that has come thundering down. Crouched at 
10,000 feet, in "lightning position" for the past 
20 minutes, my legs are cramping. The rain is 
drumming down. Drenched, windblown, light- 
ening blind, thunder deafened, I am praying, 
sobbing, dripping tears and snot and waylaid 
raindrops down on Gaia. I look up and over to 
Phil, my hiking partner, crouched in the next 
opening in these dwarf fir. We remain silent in 
the storm. Over 500 miles hiked since the first of 
July, another hundred to go before first snow. 
This is the only time in these first 500 miles that 
I have truly feared for 
our lives. It is also the 
first time since we be- 
gan this trek that we 
have been so utterly 
humbled by the natural 
happenings in the wild. 

This rain could care less. 

These gusts of wind 
blow by, heedless of my 
terrof. I think the 
lightning seeks us, and 
the thunder la ughs 
loud a^wejjider" Still, 

^Somewhere out of the 
storm, Gaia answers a 
prayer of one insignificant, frightened human 
when I hear clearly, "You're not going to die 
today. There's still so much work that can be, 
one." A moment for me to remember... 



Photo: Alaina Lammer 
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Snd fuel for the green fire I was looking for 
when Phil and I decided to spend the summer 
walking wild Yellowstone. Greater Yellowstone 
is one of the last and maybe the largest nearly 
intact ecosystems in Earth's temperate regions, 
and, no surprise, its wildness is being threatened. 
We mapped a route that had us cross seven 
mountain ranges, hike parts of five national 
forests, walk almost the entire length of Teton 
National Park, and completely circle 
Yellowstone National Park. In part, the trip was 
our way to become more familiar with this area 
we call home, it- was also an opp o rtunity to touch 
Earth- f o r an exten d e d t ime. The trek served as a 
fact-finding tour regarding the overall health 
and threats to the area. And it 
was one hell of a personal 
challenge. 

Six hundred miles, sev- 
enty days, countless high 
mountain passes, surely over a 
million wildflowers of all kinds 
and colors, August meteor 
showers, dozens of springs 
bubbling up, one very holy hot 
pot, forages for wild berries, 
sunsets, Aurora Borealis, 15 to 
20 moose, hundreds of elk 
gathered on one high plateau, a 
billion blackflies, two billion 
mosquitoes, plenty of creek 
crossings, one mama hum- 
mingbird protecting her egg in 
a nest the size of a walnut, 
miles of trail through the "ghost forest" left by 
the '88 fires, a curious weasel, moonrise, mid-day 
punges into cold rushing water, a hawk playing 
catch with its kill, quiet nights falling into sleep 
to moving water's lullaby, moments of pure 
silence. All this and more contrasted painfully 
with geometric clearcuts that looked as if Earth 
had been scalped and left for dead, hiking 
through Wilderness areas so thick with cattle it 
was a struggle to discern our trail from theirs, and 
even ours was plastered with cow shit so slimy it 
dripped from leaves and smeared our shins. 
During three days of walking logging roads on 
the Targhee Plateau the clearcuts often spanned 
as far as our eyes could see. We renamed Forest 
Service Road #066 "666 The Devil's Road" and 
left a load of tears in the miles of devastation. In 
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Route through the Greater 

Yellowstone Ecosystem 


fer- 


tile Madison Range, a carved wooden sign wel- 
comed us to the Lee Metcalf Wilderness, but 
below and behind it was a clearcut forest. At 
beautiful Brooks Lake there's a very real potential 
that oil drilling rigs will shatter the pristine land- 
scape. Just outside the northeast entrance to 
Yellowstone, Noranda Minerals Company of 
Canada is determined to dig a cyanide leach gold 
mine in spectacular alpine country which is also 
critical grizzly habitat. 

Nearly all of Greater Yellowstone is the land 
of the bear, the Great Bear. Ah, the mighty griz, 
we have followed their tracks up the trail, pulled 
fur from a scratching tree, worried about maybe 
seeing one, longed to see one, which Phil did, at 
a distance of about a hundred feet, or five to six 
seconds from a running bear. It ran the other 

direction, but returned 
to the area after dark, 
coming close to camp 
to complain loudly 
about our presence. 

Life on the trail 
was simple, with a 
rhythm sustained by 
each step, every mile, 
every hoist of pack 
again on back, as we 
traveled through the 
landscape that's forever 
changing. I remember 
those miles now as I 
wade through a 40 hour 
work week, errands, dirty dishes, and the search 
for enough fun to help me keep it going. My feet 
stayed sore as a souvenir of the trip, and may 
never be the same. There's griz fur tucked in my 
medicine cabinet, snapshots on the refrigerator 
door, and there's still so much work to be done for 
Gaia. Walking through this ecosystem where 
you can still feel the wild makes the race to 
protect and preserve it seem even more urgent. 
Yellowstone is a last stronghSld of the natural 
world, but its strength is being sapped and our 
help now could make a difference. 

Imagine for yourself, the flash of a grizzlies 
hind end as it (luckily) steams off into the trees, 
picture the waters of the Yellowstone River grow- 
ing from a trickle off a snowfield into the wide 
moving ribbon as you hike along it, imagine 
waking to the summer scent of wildflowers si- 
lently dancing on a full moon night, imagine the 
satisfaction of hiking 90 miles 
without having to cross a road. 
Now think how satisfying it 
could feel to know you'd made 
a move to save this wildness. 
Think about the huge loss if we 
don't try. Without having to 
organize a 70 day trek, without 
having to don your hiking 
boots, without having to orga- 
nize publicity, write articles or 
give slide shows, without even 
having to leave your cozy chair, 
you can make a difference. At 
the very least, write your 
Congressperson and ask him or 
her to support the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act (see related article by Phil). 
Send your dollars and your offer to help to any of 
the hard-working, effective groups listed below. 
When you can, get out here, get into the 
backcountry of Greater Yellowstone. Once you 
see it and feel it and smell it and drip your juices 
on it, you won't need me to prod you into action. 

CONTACTS: 

Yellowstone EF! POB 6151 Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)585-9211 

Greater Yellowstone Coalition POB 1874 
Bozeman, MT 59715 (406)586-1593 
Alliance For The Wild Rockies POB 8731 Mis- 
soula, MT 59807 (406) 721-5420 
Beartooth Alliance Box 1141 Cooke City, MT 
59020 




fitvm , 


>: '• %: m 

, ♦ 

• \„ ■ 

**‘v 

\ . * 

, - , / 

, i -et 

a * 

* : % 

1 

* \ ' ' . 
• V.' 


. 

. 

rVf 

| • 2 t 

V 

l'<t > >|f 

- \ +■ '* ' i 
/ # \. <: 

.X: | 

■ 

- . * 



Book 

Review 

Wilderness on the Rocks by Howie Wolke, 1991 . 246 
pp., paperback, published by Ned Ludd Books. $15.00 
Reviewed by Dave Havlick 

If you open Howie Wolke's latest book and expect 
radical rantings to leap from the pages, you may have 
to wait a little lpnger. Not for another book, but at least 
until you've read the first eighty or ninety pages of this 
one. 

Despite Wolke's opening Disclaimer that, 
"Nothing in this book should be construed to en- 
courage any group or individual to undertake any 
illegal actions, however necessary, effective, or heroic 
those actions might be...," Wilderness on the Rocks 
begins not with fire and fury so much as it does a 
measured presentation of wilderness ecology, bio- 
logical diversity, and science. 

While Wolke eventually delivers the spirited 
message he seems to promise with his early disclaimer, 
this is a book firmly embedded with facts. If there is a 
major flaw to this book, it is that Wolke remains unsure 
of his audience through the early goings. There are 
chapters, such as "Ecological Wilderness" and "Wil- 
derness and Biological Diversity," where Wilderness on 
the Rocks could just as easily serve as a textbook for an 
ecology course as it could be a product of one of 
EarthFirstl's founders. Wolke is surely wise to establish 
a foundation of legitimacy for his proposals and vi- 
sions that come later in the book, but at times his 
scientific presentations spawn as many questions as 
answers. 

The relatively sedate first third of this book comes 
as a surprise not just because of Wolke's reputation, but 
also from the context in which he writes the book. 
Before reaching page one, Wolke has already let his 
readers know a half dozen times or more (in the 
Disclaimer and Prologue) that he is writing from the 
Sublette County Jail in Pinedale, Wyoming. (Wolke 
was caught de-surveying a road in Wyoming’s 
Grayback Ridge Roadless Area and sentenced to six 
months in jail, which he served from February' 1 1 to 
August 10, 1986.) While Wolke's setting in jail adds a 
certain rebellious flavor to his writing — and provides a 
steady warning to other wilderness defenders to take 
care in their own activities (don't get caught) — it also 
detracts somewhat from the effectiveness of the open- 
ing chapters. \J found myself wondering how Wolke 
could possibly get all his facts straight while writing in 
jail; or, if he compiled much of the book out of jail why 
does he want me to think he is writing from jail, and 
so on.J Eventually' these questions detract from the 
content of the book, which is unfortunate because 
Wolke's message is important: we need to preserve 
every scrap of wilderness that we possibly can, save 
that which already exists, restore wilderness condi- 
tions to some areas that have been abused, logged, 
mined and roaded, and establish vast ecological wil- 
derness preserves throughout North America. 

Wolke's vision of a United States consisting of 30 
percent wilderness — versus its paltry present level of 
nine percent — may be both inspired and inspiring. In 
some instances, such as his detailed proposals for 
Central Idaho and the Northern Continental Divide 
Ecosystems, his visions may also touch upon the 
realistic. 

Wolke's writing is not often flowery and poetic, 
but it is certainly good enough to get his message 
across. At times he kicks butt. There is a terrific, honest 
truth to lines such as, "Show me a wilderness activist 
eager to ‘compromise, ' eager to be accepted — or worse, 
liked — by those in political power, and I'll show you a 
person who needs to spend more time in the wilder- 
ness." At times Wolke sounds happily Abbev-esque, 
"Nothing is as American as the American Wilderness, 
and, in her defense civil disobedience of various sorts 
is as American as apple pie, country-western music, the 
single action revolver, and watered down beer." It is 
through passages like these that Howie Wolke speaks 
in a voice that carries most clearly. When Wolke steps 
back and bemoans “an unadulterated, unbastardized, 
uncompromised wilderness that we shall never again 
know," that is when this book becomes most com- 
pelling. 

Read Wilderness on the Rocks. Learn to believe in 
the importance of ecological preserves. Join the 
Wildland Rebellion that Wolke espouses. But don't do 
what Wolke did: don't get caught. 
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Blurbs and Bulletins 


By Val Singer 


We wild womvn held a very) 
productive caucus in Vermont. We ' 
discussed our constant frustrations 
of not having enough womyn in 
visible activist roles, and the sense 
of isolation and disempowerment 
that often leads us to. The complete 
lack of female speakers planned for 
the second annual PAW (Preserve 1 
Appalachain Wilderness) was a 
specific example of our frustrations, 
"happily, the situation was rectified 
this year with the presence of Mar- 
garet hays Young. Margaret blew 
everyone away in her fifteen 
minute allotted time. She proved 
beyond a doubt what none of us 
should have to prove: that there are 
womyn in this movement who 
have things to say and CAN NOT be 
ignored! Keep shouting Margaret! 

A second important result of 
our caucus was the creation of a 
womyn 's forum for communicat- 
ing beyond the rendezvous. The 
first full edition of this forum is 
being sent out as I write this article. 
This forum (which we need a good 
name for) is by, for, and about 
womyn, a way to work closer with 
other EF! womyn across the country 
and break down that sense of iso- 
lation. We will be sending 
thoughts, feelings, poetry, artwork, 
updates, questions, advice, what- 
ever — to one central womyn, /Crys^) 
(fapat least for now. She will simply 
collect them (no editing/layout 
mumbo jumbo) and send the col- 
lection periodically to all the inter- 
ested womyn. So far we are not sure 
what direction this will take, maybe 
even a recipe collection. (Humor, 
folks!) It is definitely not meant to 
be a womyn's version of the jour- 
nal. It definitely will be casual and 
creative communication. 


Frequency Listing 
of Western, Mid- 
western and East- 
ern National For- 
ests 


The Journal was recently 
sent complete and current fre- 
quency listings for monitoring ra- 
dio activity in National Forests 
across the country. These frequen- 
cies are current for only a short 
period of time. If anyone if inter- 
ested in obtaining a copy/copies, 
please call or write the Journal office 
and specify which National Forest 
you need frequencies for. 


James Bay 
Video 


If you want a video about the 
James Bay Hydro-electric project 
in Quebec, send a blank tape and 
money for postage to Kurt Nelson, 
224 Bevier St., Binghamton, NY 
13904. They can be used for 
public education events or your 
viewing pleasure of impeding 
ecological disasters. 


The idea of a womyn's newslet- 
ter has offended some men and 
womyn, none of whom were in the 
Vermont Womyn's caucus, so it's 
time to explain our intent. Two 
words that came up for us were 
exclusion and inclusion. We are not 
trying to exclude the men, we are 
trying to include the womyn. That 
distinction was misunderstood 
when we first started holding the 
Womyn's Caucus. Now that the 
men too are having their 
ipclusionary caucuses, we are able 
to face issues together that we 
couldn't in the past. 

Perhaps there is fear we are 
becoming self-involved whining 
feminists and forgetting to put thy. 
Earth First. We deserve a littteThore 
credit than that. The men must 
understand that sex and gender is- 
sues affect our everyday lives 
whether we attend to them or not. 
This crap drains the energy that we 
womyn would much rather give to 
the Earth. This forum is meant to 
help reverse that drain. 

This should be an excellent 
way to stay in touch with the rad 
womyn across our many bio- 
spheres. If everyone sends some- 
thing in, it will be fantastic! We can 
make this really big if lots of folks 
contribute writings. All womyn in- 
terested should send their letters, 
name address and phone number to 
Crystal McLaughlin at 9925 Mal- 
lard Creek Rd., Charlotte, NC 
28213. Please don't mention EF! on 
the outside of the envelope, and if 
you can contribute a couple doUars 
for copying costs, that's great, let's 
keep in touch. 


Note to Bill and Jill from 
Huerfano Valley EF!: Please ^ 
return my stuff! —Tim Haugen, J\ 
The Wild Ranch Review, POB 81, p 
Gulnare, CO 81042. V 


Celebrate the 
Holiday Season in 
StylerTarget a Fur 
Farm Near You 

Christmas is the season of 

giving: giving skins of trapped 
wild animals to drape over the 
backs of rich people. If you were 
inspired by Rod Coranado's fur 
farm action and would like to try 
some creative liberations yourself, 
Rod has a given us a list of na- 
tional fur farms. Just contact us, 
or Coalition Against Fur Farms, 
POB 3095, Ashland, OR 97520. 


Recycled Paper 

We offer recycled notecards, 
gift wrap, and stationery, as 
well as a full line of office 
papers. Choose the most 
environmentally sound papers 
for your needs. Unbleacned 
ana high post-consumer waste 
content papers, too. Send for 
your free catalog today! 

Earth Care Paper Inc. 

PO Box 14140, Dept. 615 
Madison, WI 53714 (608) 277-2900 


Gentle Warrior 



A New Cassette from 
Peg Millett 

Available through the EF! journal, 
with: Women Come Forth, Forever 
Wild, Gentle Warrior, Forest Song, 
High Plateau, Medicine Wheel Song, 
Lady of the Flowering Waters, Now 
is the Cool of the Day, Wild Things, 
Earth Chant, Womb Song, Where 
There is Fear There is Power, Let 
Things Grow, I Can See Your Aura, 
What's Left of the West, Have a Nice 
Day, Travelin' Shoes, and Like a 
Prayer. 

“Peg Millett is a pure spirit and in 
her voice that spirit soars to heights 
we seldom hear in singers. You’ll 
want to heed the call and help heal 
the wounds of Mother Earth.” 

— Katie Lee, folk singer 

“A marvelous singer." 

— Mike Fain, FBI agent and EF! 
infiltrator 


Subscribe to the rainforest "bible" 

THE WORLD RAINFOREST REPORT: 

read by scientists, activists, politicians and the environmentally concerned public 

in 80 countries. 

Tbc World Rainforest Report is the only magazine completely devoted to in-depth reporting on 
all mqjor rainforest issues. It has become the "bible" on international rainforests to all who rely on 
accurate, up-to-date information. 

Subscribe today to stay fully informed and to find out how you too can contribute solutions and 
help significantly in the preservation of these vital areas of the planet. 


Please add me to the list of subscribers to Worid Rainforest Report. 

1 enclose a cheque to the Rainforest Information Centre, P.O. Box 368, Lismore, NSW 2480, 
Australia for $15 (Australian Subscribers) or $25 (Other subscribers). 

Name:.».m ...... - — — 
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Editorials 

EF? continued... 






Earth First? continued from page 2 

locusts," and "wilderness destroy- 
ing machines." Once the objectifi- 
cation occurs, it becomes much 
easier to kill them. Identities have 
been removed and they are no 
longer individuals, but things. 

Yet the cow is not the cause of 
the problem. It is the rancher who 
is responsible for not only choosing 
to destroy the wilderness, but also 
controlling and manipulating the 
lives of others for profit. Just as the 
hunter who consciously chooses to 
enter the wilderness and murder 
those who live there.. .for "meat" in 
the freezer, for a trophy on the wall. 

But it is easier to remove the 
identities of non-humans. We 
cannot communicate with them. 
They are different, they are the 
Other. ____ — 

And with this thinking, we 
have fallen into the trap. With this 
thinking we have, either con- v 
sciously or unconsciously, placed 
non-humanjinimals beneath_Jm^ 
_TansyWe have decided tfiatthCj 
human is more worthy of life sim- 
ply because s/he is human. We will 






^ 

not even consider stopping thos 
who are the root of the proble: 
They are human. 

We have effectively destroyed 
our efforts. With this way of think- 
ing we recreate the mindset that 
enforces all we are fighting 
against.. .a patriarchal mindset that 
sees humans above nature, men 
above women and whites over 
people of color. 

I do not advocate killing of any 
kind. I simply put this out and ask 
that we begin to question. We must 
question our ideas and especially 
our reactions. If we truly want to 
preserve wildness, we must con- 
1 stantly critique arjd challenge our 
own paradigms.t ^For withi: 
a re remnants of culture: a cu ltur 

ally to tame that wildness which i^ 
basic for our ow n surviva l, r 
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Party Line 
conintued... 

Continued from page 2 - 1 

-jCU c'j ^ 

remember? Certainly it gets tiring 
trying to convince the media, the 
"opposition" and even other mem- 
bers of the progressive movement 
that opinions in the journal are 
only the opinion of the individual 
author, not of the movement. 
We're dealing with a society so in- 
doctrinated in the notion of hier- 
archy that they have trouble con- 
ceiving of people speaking only for 
themselves. It's part of fighting the 
dominant paradigm. Personally^ 
I I'd rather have to justify opinions in ' 
I the paper that I don't agree with by 
saying that we don't censor, than 
have to justify why certain view- 
points are left out. _/ 

None of this is meant to imply 
that people should read the journal 
and passively accept everything 
they read. Write letters, call and yell 
at the collective, or better yet, join 
the collective yourself. Just don't 
refuse to accept that there are others 
in the movement who think differ- 
ently than you do. And don't quit! 
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Trinkets 6 Snake Oil 


This is a list of the gew-gaws, trinkets, snake oil, tapes and baubels we currently have in stock. All 
prices are postpaid. We will publish more extensive visual displays in some other issue. 


T-SHIRTS 
All 100% cotton. 

Sizes currently in stock are indicated. 

EF! Tools 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL $10 

Short slv, tan, S $10 

Short slv, It. blue, S $10 

Griz and Cubs 

Short slv, It. blue, S&M $13 

Long slv, It. blue, S&M $16 

Canyon Frog 

Short slv, gray, S $12 

EF! Fist 

Short slv, black on green, all sizes $10 
Short slv, black on red, all sizes $10 
Short slv, multi-color on black, L&XL, $12 
Defend the Wilderness 
Short slv, black, S,M&XL $10 
Long slv, black, S&M $13 

BUMPERSTICKERS 

$1 each, unless otherwise noted 

American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
Another Mormon on Drugs 
Anti-grazing assortment ($l/doz) 

Boycott Coors "Beer" 

Damn the Corps Not Rivers 

Darwin 

Desert Raper 

Don't Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
Dream Back the Bison, Sing Back the Swan 
Earth First! 

Eschew Surplusage 
Fight The Power! 

Hayduke Lives! 

Hunt Cows, Not Bears 
Hunters: Did a Cow Get Your Elk? 

I'd Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
I'll Take My Beef Poached, Thanks 
Love Your Mother, Don't Become One 
Muir Power To' You ($5/doz) 

Native 

Nature Bats. Last 
Not Politically Correct 
Oil and Bears Don't Mix 
Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 
Pregnancy: Just Another Deadly 
Sexually Transmitted Disease 
Rescue the Rainforest 
Resist Much, Obey Little 
Save the Yellowstone Grizzly ($5/doz) 

Save the Wild 

Stop the Forest Service, 


Free the Earth 

Short slv, turquise, all sizes $12 
Short slv, lavender, S&XL $12 
Short slv, fuchsia, S $12 
No Fucking Compromise 
Short slv, black, L&XL $11 
Don't Tread on Me 

Short slv, unbleached organic, L&XL $13 
Short slv, watermelon, S $13 
Short slv, tan, S $13 
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PATCHES 
EF! Fist $3.50 
Earth Police $3 


CAPS 

Woodland Camo $8 
Desert Camo $8 
Tan $8 
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CASSETTES 

Austin Lounge Lizards Creatures from the Black Lagoon $9 

Austin Lounge Lizards Highway Cafe of the Damned $9 

Darryl Cherney I Had to be Bom THis Century $10 

Darryl Cherney They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like They Used To $10 

Darryl Cherney Timber! $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Full Circle $ 10 

Lone Wolf Circles Tierra Prim era! $ 1 0 

Lone Wolf Circles New Tribal Jams $10 

Lone Wolf Circles Wild Ones $10 

Citizen's Band Pocket Fidl of Rocks $10 

Citizen's Band Smash the State (and Have a Nice Day) $10 

Dakota Sid Clifford . . .For the Birds $ 1 0 

Kelly Cranston For the Kalmiopsis $9 

Alice DiMicele It's a Miracle $10 

Alice DiMicele Make a Change $10 

Alice DiMicele Too Controversial $10 

Scotty Johnson Century of Fools $10 

Greg Keeler Songs of Fishing, Sheep & Guns in MT $9 

Greg Keeler Talking Sweet Bye & Bye $9 

Greg Keeler Bad Science Fiction $9 

Greg Keeler Post-Modem Blues $9 

Greg Keeler Enquiring Minds $9 

Katie Lee Fenced $10 

Katie Lee Love's Little Sisters $10 

Katie Lee Colorado Rivewr Songs $ 1 0 

Dana Lyons Our State is a Dump site $6 

Dana Lyons Animal $10 

Peg Millett Gentle Warrior $10 

Bill Oliver Texas Oasis $10 

Bill Oliver & Friends Better Things to Do $10 

Cecelia Ostrow All Life is Equal $8 

Cecelia Ostrow Warrior of the Earth $9 

Rainforest Information Centre Nightcap $10 

Joanne Rand Home $10 

Joanne Rand Choosing Sides $10 

John Seed, Bahloo & Friends Earth First! $9 

John Seed Deep Ecology $10 

John Sirkis The Wild West $9 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz Forever Wild $10 

Voices of the New Ecology Only One Earth $ 1 2 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz Spirit is Still on the Run $10 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz Listen to the Earth $10 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz A Kid for the Wild $ 1 0 

Glen Waldeck Wreckin’ Ball Waldeck $10 

The Wallys Rainforest Roadshow $10 


Save Our Wild Country 
Stop Clearcutting 
Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
Think Globally, Act Locally 
Wolves, Not Cows 

WINDOW STICKERS 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l 
No Cows 6/$l 

SILENT AGITATORS 
EF! Fist 30/$ 1.25 
Boycott Coors 10/$ 1.25 
Tools 30/$ 1.25 


/CONCERNED SINGLES NEWSLETTER^ 

' links compatible singles who care about 1 
/fcsfc the earth, the environment, 
and a healthy society. 

National and international membership. 

■ All ages. Since 1984. Free sample: i 
V Box 555-B, Stoc kb ridge, MA 01262. J 


MAKE 

PROTECTING 

THE 

ENVIRONMENT 
YOUR JOB 


The Job Seeker specializes in environmental 
and natural resource vacancies nationwide. 
Two issues each month are filled with current 
vacancies from Federal, state, local, private, 
and non-profit employers. A 6 issue trial 
subscription Is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 

Dept A, Ri 2 Box 16, Wanes*, WI 54666 


EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Make checks out to Earth First! or send cash. Mail to Earth First!, P0B 5176, Missoula, MT 
59806. Allow five weeks for delivery (contact us if it has not been received in that time). Please i 
use a ; subscription form when sending in a subscription. • 


Trinket Description 


Color 


Size Amount 




City, State 


OKAY, HERE'S 




USUAL DISGUSTING PLEA FOR MONEY Earth First! Directory 


The Earth First! movement runs on your financial support. We don't need as 
much as other groups since we are grassroots, volunteer, decentralized and have 
low overhead. Moreover, you get to select where your hard-earned money goes. 
Don't send your contributions to this newspaper, send them directly to one of 
these hard working groups: 

"Earth First! Biodiversity Project, POB 3132, Boulder, CO 80307-3132 

"Earth First! Direct Action Fund, POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 

"Earth First! Oceans Task Force, POB 77551, SF, CA 94107-7551 

"Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771 

"Ranching Task Force, POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

"Arizona Earth First!, POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 

"Bav Area Earth First!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

"Rig Rend Earth First!, POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 

"Colorado Earth First!, Box 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 

"Everglades Earth First!, POB 557735, Miami, FL 33255 

"Florida Earth First!, POB 13864, Gainesville, FL 32604 . 

"Greater Gila Biodiverity Project, POB 12835, Albuquer., NM 87195 
"lakes Area Earth First!, POB 202, Brainerd, MN 56401 
"Los Angeles Earth First!, POB 4381, North Hollywood, CA 91607 
"Midwest Headwaters Earth First!, POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 
"New Mexico Earth First!, POB 12896, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
"Preserve Appalachian Wilderness, POB 51 A, Bondville, VT 05340 
"Stumptown Earth First!, POB 13765, Portland, OR 97213 
"Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA95061 
"Stumpfrogs Earth First!, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
"Virginians for Wilderness, Route 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 24401 
"Washington Earth First!, POB 95316, Seattle, WA 98145 
"Wild Rockies Earth First!, POB 7891, Missoula, MT 59807 
"Yellowstone Earth First!, Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 

This fundraising appeal is placed as a service to the Earth First! movement. 
THANK YOU for your support! 


The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for 
the international Earth First! movement. It is divided into 
four sections: 1) Continent-wide EF! offices, 2) 
International contacts, 3) Active EF! Chapters or Groups, 
and 4) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! 
group. If you are interested in becoming active with the 
Earth First! movement, reach the folks listed for your area. 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal provides a 
forum for Earth Firstiers around the world. This directory 
is provided as a service to independent EF! groups. If you 
would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, or have 
address changes or corrections, contact Earth First!, Box 
5176, Missoula, MT 59806. 406-728-8114. 

LOCAL NEWSLE1TERS: Addresses marked with a "*" or 
that have a newsletter title produce either an Earth First! 
newsletter or regular mailings for their area or issue. 
Contact them directly to receive their newsletter or 
otherwise be on their mailing list. 
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Forest, brushland, 
grassland, desert — 
don’t forget your 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

DE-FENCE 

TOOL. 

It is considered standard 
equipment on the Western 
range. Askyour local rancher. 

The extremely versatile 10" 
Environmental De-fence 
Tool is made by Diamond Tool 
Co., which iifetime-warrenties 
its quality. It usually retails for 
S16-S20. 

AT COST - 
$14 POSTAGE PAID: 

RANCHING TASK FORCE 
POB 41652 

TUCSON, ARIZONA 85717 


WILLOW RIVER WILDERNESS SCHOOL 
Teaching survival skills in harmony with 
nature, will be having 2 special weekend 
classes in Tucson this winter. Details: 

PO Box 177, St. Croix Falls WI 54024. 




CAST row SKI RESOftT- 


HOT OFF THE PRESS! 

GET YOUR AMEX BOYCOTT MATERIALS! ! 

(P.S. They're EBBKLL) 

That's right, while they last, we'll mail you 
lots of stuff to aid the American Express 
boycott ... for free! (We- accept donations, of 
course). Choice^ include: 

(Quantity) 

BOYCOTT AMERICAN EXPRESS! ! rubber 

stamp; Imprint your favorite credit 
card applications. One per person, please. 

"De-Business" cards: Carry in your 

wallet and hand them out to your Yuppie 
friends. They explain the boycott on 
one elde with the AMEX Skull on the 
other. 

AMEX Skull agitators. 

Packet for photo-copying. Enlist local 

merchants in the campaign! 

COLO. EF! * PO 1166 * BOULDER, 00 80306 


SUBSCRIBE TO EARTH FIRST! 

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an independent entity within the broad Earth First! movement and 
serves as a forum for no-eompromise environmental thought and action. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund 
a variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! 

Keep us informed of ADDRESS CHANGES! The Post Office will charge us 30tf for an address correction and won’t forward 
your paper. 

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Earth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice or 30 silent 
agitators for each gift subscription you make. Indicate your address and what you would like on the subscription form. 

LIFE SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! and insure that 
you’ll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours, whichever is shorter)? Then become a life 
subscriber. Send us $400 and you’ve got it. 

Clip and send to: Earth First!, POB 5176, Missoula, MT 59806 

Here’s $20 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First! 

Here’s $20 to resubscribe to Earth First! 

Here’s an extra $15. Send Earth First! First Class. 

Here’s $30 (US funds only). Send Earth First! to me First Class in Canada or Mexico or surface mail outside the USA. 

Here’s $45 (US funds only). Send me Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. 

We are a government agency or exploitative corporation. Here’s $75 for a subscription ($100 for First Class mail). 

Here’s $400 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!. 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $20 or more. 

I’m broke. Please send me a subscription for $ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: 


Address 



Waste of the West by Lynn Jacobs 
thoroughly explores public lands ranch- 
ing and its environmental, economical, 
political, and social impact. 8 1/2” X 1 1", 
602 pages, 4 lbs., more than 1000 
photos and graphics, ETC. Why is 
ranching the West’s most destructive 
influence? What can we do about it? 

$28 (postpaid) 

Box 5784, 'Dicson, AZ 85703 
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OPENING WITH 
NONVIOLENT COLLECTIVE 

New Society Publishers is a worker- 
managed trade publisher dedicated to 
promoting social change through 
nonviolent action. We are activists 
building an alternative business. 
Long-term position open in marketing. 
Experience in consensus decision- 
making and commitment to nonviolence 
required. For information write 
NSP/Personncl, 4527 Springfield 
Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19143. 


We're Back! 

JNILO^ 
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A MESSAGE FOR 
THE B BREEDERS 


(with correct English, no less!) 

3" In Pink with Black Ink 
$2/roll for 10 stickers 
(include 29 cent SASE) 
$1.50/roll for 50 or more stickers 
checks payable and proceeds go to: 




ALASKA 
Alaska EFt 
5 Wally World 
J Michael Lewis 
< POB 670647 

> Chugiak, AK 99S67 

- (907) 688-5619 

A 

" BRITISH COLUMBIA 
a Boreal Owl 
9 Box 1053 
t Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
^ CANADA 

' Paul Watson 
POB 48446 

Vancouver, BC V7X 1A2 
CANADA 
(604) 688-SEAL 
® ’ Western Canada EF1 
i POB 6491 Depot l 

* Victoria, BC V8P 5M4 

a CANADA 


* 

« 
e 
a 
* 

* HAWAII 
e 'Christopher Hope-Cowing 

* POB 1031 

J Makawao, HI 96768 

C (808) 572-2546 

e 
t 

* 


WASHINGTON 
Shuksan EF1 

Tony Van Gessel 
POB 773 

Bellingham, WA 98227 
Seattle EFI/Washington EF1 
Earth Firstl Bulletin 
George Draffan 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 
Olympic Peninsula EFI 

The Dancing Nudi Branches 
POB 1813 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Cheetwoot EFI 
POB (0147 
Olympia, WA 98502 
OREGON 

Stumptown EFI POB 13765 
Portland, OR 97213 
(503) 231-0207 
Stumpfrogs EFI POB 10384 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
•Kalmiopsis EFI POB 1444 
Cave Junction, OR 97523 
CALIFORNIA 
Six Rivers EFI 

Gaffer T. Grip POB 133 
Cutten, CA 95534 
(707) 442-4710 
•Chico EFI 
POB 5625 
Chico, CA 95927 
Volcano EPI 
J. Sten Layman 
POB 1475 

Sutter Creek, CA 95685 
(209) 223-2965 
Central Valley EFI 
POB 73771 
Davis, CA 95617 
•Glenn M. Brown 

1801 Sonoma St. #381 
Vallejo, CA 94590 
(707) 642-8709 
Bay Area EFI * 

Karen Pickett POB 83 
Canyon, CA 945 15 
(510) 376-7329 
San Francisco EFI 
POB 411233 

San Francisco, CA 94141 
(415) 647-9160 

Bay Area Hotline (415) 949-0575 
Lifeweb 
POB 20803 
San Jose, CA 95160 
(408) 289-1646 
Santa Cruz EFI * 

Karen DeBraal POB 344 
Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-8094 
Orange County EFI 
POB 28318 
Santa Ana, CA 92799 
•Dave Wheeler 
POB 1398 

Sugarloaf, CA 92386 
(714) 585-7160 
Santa Monica EFI 

2401 Lincoln Blvd. 2nd floor 
Santa Monica, CA 90405 
(213) 392-7735 
Coyote Creek Greens 
POB 1521 
Cypress, CA 90630 
Los Angeles EFI 
POB 4381 

North Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Southern California EFI 
POB 33663 

San Diego, CA 92163-3663 


EF! PROJECTS 

EFI Biodiversity Project 
POB 3132 

Boulder, CO 80307-3132 
Carmageddon/Ban the Cm Campaign 
c/o EFI United Kingdom 
9 Cazenove Rd 
London N16 6PA UK 
Coalition Against Fur Farms (CAFF) 
POB 3095 

Ashland, OR 97520 
(503) 796-9559 
EFI Direct Action Fund 
POB 210 

Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, FAX 631-7958 
EFI Eco-Videogtaphe/EGR and 
EFI Genetic Alert 
POB 2182 

Berkeley, CA 94702 
EFI Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 587-3356 
Hunt Saboteurs 
BWAPI 
POB 67121 

Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
(408) 438-8631 
Earth Firstl journal 
POB 5176 

Missoula, MT 59806 
(406) 728-8114 
EFI Oceans Task Force 
POB 77551 

San Francisco, CA 94107-7551 
Predator Project * 

POB 6733 

Bozeman, MT 59771-6733 
(406) 585-9607 
EFI Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 


WILD ROCKIES 
Okanogan Highlands EFI 
POB 361 

Republic, WA 99166 
•1.A.O.T 
POB 1360 

Priest River, ID 83856 
(208) 448-2504 
North Fork EFI 
POB 271 

Hungry Horse, MT 59919 
Wild Rockies EFI 
Wild Rockies Review 
Milton Shimmer 
POB 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 
•Sam Lyman 

Moscow Ecology Center 
POB 9232 
Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 883-3814 
Yellowstone EFI 
Randall Restless 
Box 6151 

Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 


COLORADO 
Walkabout 
POB 1166 

Boulder, CO 80306 
Scott Sala 

1141 Emerson St. 
Denver, CO 80218 
(303) 831-6093 
Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101 
Smoky Hill Station 
Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
•The Wild Ranch Review 
c/o Tim Haugen 
POB 81 

Gulnare, CO 81042 

GREAT BASIN 
Wild Utah EFI 

(pronounced WOOF!) 
POB 510442 

Salt Lake City, UT 84151 
Great Basin EFI 
Jonas Prida 
POB 48 

Yerington, NV 89447 
(702) 463-2954 


ARIZONA 

•Friends of the Owls/Karl Montana 
POB 11152 
Prescott, AZ 86304 
Phoenix EFI 
Mike or Terri 
POB 8795 

Phoenix, AZ 85066 
(602) 276-2849 
AZEFI Newsletter 
Tucson EFI 
POB 3412 
Tucson, AZ 85722 


NORTH AMERICA EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY 


• denotes local contact * group publishes newsletter 


MIDWEST HEADWATERS 
Lakes Area EFI 
POB 202 

Brainerd, MN 56401-0202 
(218) 829-6917 

Minnesota EFI 
Corey Samuels 
Box 7448 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 481-8038 

Tallgrass Prairie EFI 
Hal Rowe 

722 Westwinds Dr. #3 
Iowa City, IA 52246 
(319) 354-6674 


Midwest Headwaters EFI News 
Madison EFI 

Sherwood T. Urtle 
POB 14691 
Madison, WI 53714 
(608) 258-8534 
Hank Bm.se 

235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
(715) 423-5636 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424 
Evanston, IL 60204 
Paul Rechten 
7405 Shields Rd. 

Harvard, IL 60033 
(815) 943-4178 


NEBRASKA 
Buffalo Bruce 
HC 74, Box 76 
C hadron, NE 69337 


ILLINOIS 

Southern Illinois EFI 
POB 90 

Glen Carbon, IL 62034 
(618) 692-3246 
Shawnee EFI 
Rene Cook 
RR6 Box 397 
Murphys boro, IL 62966 
(618) 684-4332 
Midwestern Insurgency 
Rose Ritter 
Rt. 1 Box 311 
Brookport, IL 62910 
MISSOURI 
Missouri EF! 

POB 189 

PaciBc, MO 63069 
•Sue Skidmore 
PO Box 681 JF 
Springfield, MO 65801 
(417) 882-2947 
Alexandra Swarthout 
POB 101 

Ridgeway, MO 64481 
•Annie Magill 
POB 5905 

Kansas City, MO 64111 


MICHIGAN 
•Val Salvo 
POB 02548 
Detroit, MI 48202 
(313) 831-6800 


OHIO 

Black Swamp EF! 

Michael & Margery Downs 
1117 1/2 N. Erie St. 

Toledo, OH 43604 
Ohio Valley EFI 

Brian & Theresa Hagemann 
POB 21017 

University of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221 
•Clint Holley III 
28410 S. Bridge Cir. 
Westlake, OH 44145 
(216) 892-7891 


NEW MEXICO 
Northern NM EFI 
Ginger Quinn 
Roadrunner Recyclers 
POB 1834 
Taos, NM 87571 
(505) 7S8-5550 
•Hawk POB 661 

Angel Fite, NM 87710 
New Mexico EFI 
Act Like an Earthquake I 
Box 12896 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(SOS) 873-0299 

Greater Gila Biodiversity Project 
POB 12835 

Albuquerque, NM 87195 


TEXAS 

Llano Estacado EFI* 

PO Box 4733 
Lubbock, TX 79409 
(806) 747-3552 
•William Larson 

9122 Oak Downs Road 
San Antonio, TX 78230 
(512)342-2520 
East Texas EFI* 

Rt. 3, Box 114 
Cleveland, TX 77327 
(713) 592-7664 
EFI Austin 
P.O.Box 7292 
University Station 
Austin, TX 78713 
EF! Out There 
POB 1214 


ONTARIO 
EFI Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 
Ottawa, ONT K1S 5H8 
CANADA 

QUEBEC 
EF! Montreal 

B.P. 42048 C.P. J-Mance 
Montreal, Quebec H2W-2T3 
CANADA 

PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness) * 
Buck Young 
Box 52A 

BondviUc, VT 05340 
(802) 297-1022 
Glacial Erratic 
Jeff Elliott 
81 Middle Street 
Lancaster, NH 03584 
(603) 788-2918 


KENTUCKY 
•Erik Dellahousay 
455 Ed Howe Rd. 
Munfordville, KY 42765 
(502) 531-6703 


WEST VIRGINIA 

National Sacrifice Zone 
Vince Packard 
POB 65 

Myra, WV 25544 


VIRGINIA/DC 
Virginia/DC EFI 
Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1, Box 250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703) 885-6983 
Appalachian EFI 
Appalachian Econnection 
Ernie Reed 
Box 309 

Nellysford, VA 22958 
(804) 361-9036 
UVAEFI 
2303 J PA 

Charlottesville, VA 22903 
Virginia Highlands EFI * 
c/o Brenda Vest 
POB 40 

Goshen, VA 24439 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Earth Liberation Front/EFJ 
The Dragon 
POB 171 

Alexander, NC 28701 


GEORGIA 

•Students for Env. Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 
•Paul Beck 

3654 Old Ferry Rd. 

Martinez, GA 30907 
(404) 855-6426 


MEXICO CITY College Station, TX 77841 

Joe Keenan 
Apdo. Postal 22-146 
14000 Mexico D.F. 

(5) 665-1610 


VERMONT 

Biodiversity Liberation Front 
Anne Petermann 
POB 804 

Burlington VT 05402 
(802) 658-2403 
Vermont EFI 

Mike Zwikelmaier POB 85 

Sharon, VT 05065 

Erik Sohlberg (802) 439-6266 

MASSACHUSETTS 
Connecticutt Valley EFI 
POB 298 

Shelburne Falls, MA 01370 
•Alan (Atticus Finch) Goldblatt 
66 Wendell St 
Cambridge, MA 02138 
(617) 876-1750 
•Autonome Forum 
POB 366 

Williamstown, MA 01267 
(413) 4S8-5S38 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Allemong Biotegion EFI 

Allemong Wilderness Group 
POB 1689 

Greensburg, PA 15601 
Alleghany Biodiversity! 

Box 6013 

Pittsburg, PA 15211 
(412) 531-7705 
•Dave Hafer 

Edward Abbey Hiking Society 
POB 65 

Lewisburg, PA 17837 
•Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 

Carnegie, PA 15106 
•Scott Thiele 

R.D. #4 237-A Elk Lake 

Montrose, PA 18801 

(717) 278-1396, (607)724-8454 

MARYLAND 
Chesapeake EFI 

Ron Huber POB 184 
Chesapeake Beach, MD 20732 
•Rick Ostrander 

6135 Camelback Lane 
Columbia, MD 21045 
(301) 596-3978 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Charleston EFI 
Joseph Allawos 
99 St. Philip St. #107 
Charleston, SC 29403 


FLORIDA 
Big Bend EFI * 

Mike Schoelen 
POB 20582 

Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 224-6782 
Florida EFI 
Wiregrass 
POB 13864 
Gainesville, FL 32604 
•Pan 

c/o 1507 Edgevale Rd. 

Fort Pierce, FL 34982 
Canebrake EFI 
The Rattler Tattler 
POB 6106 

Palm Harbor, FL 34684-0706 
Big Cypress EFI 

1938 Hollywood Blvd., 2nd Floor 
Hollywood, FL 33020 
Everglades EFI * 

c/o Maria Quintana 
POB 557735 
Miami, FL 33255 
(305) 662-9383 


MAINE 
Maine EFI 
Jeremiah Genest 
RFD 2 Box 47S0 
E Corinth, ME 04427 
(207) 285-7258 

Gary Lawless /Gulf of Maine Books 
61 Main St. 

Brunswick, ME 04011 
(207) 729-5083 


NEW YORK 
Finger Lakes EF! 

Black Wolf 
POB 4542 
Ithaca, NY 14852 
Two Rivers Biotegion EF! 

Kurt Nelson 
224 BevierSt. 

Binghamton, NY 13904 
(607) 724-0348 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion EFI 
Snaggletooth 
1125 Phoenix Ave. 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
(518) 374-6592 
•Wetlands Preserve/Russ Weis 
161 Hudson St. 

New York, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244 

Long Island EF! 

PO Box 812 
Huntington, NY 11743 
(516)424-6499 


INTERNATIONAL 
EF! DIRECTORY 

Earth First! United Kingdom 
(contact for all UK groups) 
Jason Torrance 
9 Cazenove Rd. 

London N16 6PA UK 
Tel (44) 81 806 1561 
Tel (44) 81 806 5226 
E-mail gnljtorrance 
Earth Firstl Germany 
Jan Ebert 

Blumenrode 11/13 
D-8620 Lichtenfels 
GERMANY 
A. Janusz Korbel 
ul. Magi 21/3 
43-300 Bielsko-Biala 
POLAND 
Anand Skatia 
P.B. #14, 

Cochin 682001 

Kerala 

INDIA 

Tel. 009-484-25435 
John Seed 

Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368 

Lismore, NSW 2480 
AUSTRALIA 
Tel 066-21-85-05 
Marianne Heynemann 
PO Box 256 
Mitchem, VIC 3132 
AUSTRALIA 
Melbourne EFI 
GPO Box 1738Q 
Melbourne, VIC 3001 
AUSFRAL1A 






There are no more shores to conquer . 
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